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I, bqlnntnj!' . ahort Irom which we' 
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)(j'oan be (II)- low. ', ltc!Wsnot 'do ', the enUre 

IUOh. A L teUL I~.:!,~~.:'" Wei .... ·ere·- not Ible .<tO! :""t .ih"e. Illore"indepcnd. • .. 
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lm,h . .. . (Neb.) .J ' . . 
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of our . , .e:Ld~l!t 
, Best OitizenEi Gone, 

~ Ono ' b1 oOI-:' our "old .: plonc<!ra, . 
1e,...,lnlt u... Olvld F~r.ltII!O tl bId ' Iare
well to all "thlnga "t&r(hly . May !,'!J, . 00nl1 
wtnt to hr, long horoe. \Ve know Il II 
well with hlnl ',o r 111111 110 'US" pr'I,,,ra
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. I)~,urd boru In Ullcruiey .<::ount)' , 
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. 2O ._ yetra. March ~.!7. _ lS:.lI.l, 

Wlol marrloo - to Eliill.\X!\iI Hodur lelC'. 
prova! a lii thlu] compnnlo~ 19- him 

III, delth, In "Juno 01 tllat year · 
cRme 'w"est and on the l'O'itiOl lhat . 

landed on tile west bllnk 01 the:;:~::~,~ I sIppi rh-ct. 'shloo·th.~ tlmo ho 
In V'fn nUren I\od- Davl.'! 
In l SGl Wa:! tlect",'ti to the lo w;, 

he home. 
01 e boy, "Oil :I Iflr l., 
vl,e·'hlm . ' , 'l'blrtC'en 1:"f'l:odchlhJrcI> 
ftevee children atlended III , lunerl\l: 
(('mlly Illve .11 1 611~"'ed the ' .''''''P' 

~helr~ {atber .. and - fuother :~:;'~~~Il:I~~~~:!~~~~~~~~' 'uprlKht. useful citizens. ArckenlnR' by Dr • 
. lIr. F~r,u'on Wu.ID10nr tbfdlr.t Sold by 
we ever kl1ew. We aliivaya found him 
n.me-plaln, oute'pokon, bold and (earle II --=:::::_'M __ .c---. 
In ' ht, opinion-I, evcr rttlholdlng ,,.bat he J'or\li. Cbrolllcl.~ 

~:~:'''.~' ':~: t<b"Q':hi~ •• "'h~ Ind cOndemning the .'- IN ""IEMioiR"~IIIIL_~ 
wl'ODjt WhttenT he lound It, U e 'vu .. (AEI'ectlOliattl, 1 1INU'1~I:O U\'~I'~"'cd (r!~I1(]' 
haN worker,. luccells' ul C.rmer I" pub- DC OIT 10Ub, llrotber, nlllr1 DllolaTy.J . : 
lie .plTHed inan and alwl Y. ·~.dy aod . Dr r.n1n]:IZfD • .N. 

wlllior tei aulet wherner . be thouaht Aud 'I henry dead ; ' Oh" no It. can. 
good ~"d ),elre DC ~ pe<'I!ie ' de- be- .f • 

mlndtd It. Tbe, world m better lor I, T"", bii~~' -Y.UI', 19tm 10 lull of cn
bla hulnr lived In It and IU!I&IBell • 
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80 lair, . . 
, - I-A". laUJl:hlng eyet and amllo ,·ot . • "'.'1 I 

J. lV, Pott'ortf lind btl . rart', .' 
lound a nCit of younll cin no ·more ~ rei, . hi' ':.plrlt .. has 

We hllvo four · 01 .. 
aa the Then C,C::C,_ 

' .. 
down with ei'rlh'e 

... lIelp 

,t, • " • 

Ah! II~ bQeatb .!trey-ley sOlI • . 
Reltlng: bla splrlt Itone to Ood. , 

qUeitlon uP. I 
IOU jolo. Barnum. 

•• • 
' In 1110'. ,wee' 'prlnrtlmc, tho ' 110111'" 

... . plOlt_happy hour. . . 

~~~;7:~;~'"~1 li[~~~1~~~;~;1~~~::)i~~'~: . You' ',hould not r.il 'M .. lee Nip Illd Ever hence to bloom In · heii.~en'! "'adeles! y. 'ruck .. t l"JI~r'. Opera Douse t~olrht. bo"er. ' . . ~:~~~~:~,~~illt 'Will be • rich trea~ .101' . tho people 01 -Uo wu naulht . to . me . ot blOod . or 
B1oomdeld, u tbey hive bMo houlld 10 kin, ~ . " . 
muob "'''b ' ",olde" camp.Dlei. nnd Bot tho beantllullOul wblob 
the (ol,lowlng p~1 nollon from all over wltblD ~ r·;. 

b t · 'That minI}' form.wu lovely to ace " 
t 0 ~oon 1'1: ." -•. 'v" 1'bls the tin wbh::h bOund him to mo • • 

IIUT; 'Webbflr'. Nip and 'ruck COlDbl. .~ .. ~!' 
n'lUon 22d \aocond vllit tbls eel,onj. .A~! hl~ nolY.' as llttle _&,o ho 

hie busloe&a. · No [leber comedy ",1" I ;'~,.~g:\~f~~'~ ;~~:!,,~ eTor prMented In thl' city. It IJ brIm. 'llid tho gloamlnl' of tho 
full o j uJlent polotl.- Cor. N. 1'. Mirror. 1 ,.~. . " 
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('n thr{'(! 8hl(.'s, durIng most o( my ~chool tlor~, h.1' I·nw Ilrn lrie. It I h:II'1' I" .. · .. 

!"1;:-hll,I' Intormed, mild .. or fh ... ('n>(Ut t nr Ihl' I,ulltliu;:: of th l!:' "t'h". ... 1 hnu~t' 011.1 
the pollcr lIpon which the scbool wnB conductcd ill tllOlle l'ndy dU.'"'1 wn8 .Inl' 1" 
l:nn l, IJ(!o(\('tI old B illy Cnr8(m 8nd II ff'w ot hl' .·S wbo n11l1l'1'CIOlf'l1 Ihe rllh1l' " I 
~'<lu{'ntlon tor their children, 11011 seconded h im In h is plnll8, 

The £Ihell family \\"n.\l a n1lll1erOI1S fllmnr In Da,'19 collnty In thl' p lon~'r 

dnys. Ther!! lire nOli !' or fhe nnme left thl're nnw elfeelJl my hrothcr J ohn RIllI 

bls fnmlly, lind tbey blld no part In Ibe 1)lunl't'I' Ute, 
Hrnry C, Ethl'lI. 

DAVID FEltCCSON . 
My (lltber, David Ferguson, dect'ndffi trom n vl!:,oT"OUS 8to(k His Immf'dlntl' 

anct'stors were mixed lip In Ihe Irf\nhles hetwl'i"n i f('lnnd nnd En;::lollfl. Tb" 
tllnd 10wII were stich Ihnt tbe laDdlor() .. Wtofe ol.le HI char~e "'lfurhllollt l't'U", 

Dnd It liecn me difficult to r tbe common lM'opie tn g'l't the I1se of lIu1ln1>le Anti 
Sllfflcle nt Innd to provIde the DecesMry f(Hld for tbl'ir fnmilles . The r!!lI ult WIlS 
thnt n Cflnstont n nd snceessil'e connlct \\'05 Frnitl~ on, "tlen reSUltln!:" hI Insu r
r ections nnd a r med r evnlL Ahout t he SlIme t ime F.11J:lnnd ",ns hol'llL~ t rnuhle, 
with h!'r Amerlclln Colonies and the fICOl,le nf I rclond wer!! tltrnngly !I~'ml~\·. 
t hetl<~ with the Colnnl{'s, As Il re~ult of Ih(' persecutions In lreion() I11llny of 
her people In nile wny or annther, esca llell anti Cli me to Amerle:1. Dn l'ltI Ft,'r;:: u, 
~n's rnther wns one ot tbnse who est:IlIl('(1. Those peoille Inrgely Bl'ttll~1 In 
New Enl;land Dnd some In tbe Southern Colonies. The ,'lllSt 'lullntlties of IlIn, l, 
opened l nr settlement wos whot Iltlrnetcd Ihem. 1"l"eedom frO'lI perK('o ·mj"u 
nnd poTerty W09 n nother dnmlnllnl cnuse ot elni'::l""Illlon, They l'n me wit h th~ 
mn[l ot Jreillmi on their (oces. l\f ll ny of thl'm hnd enoush St:oleh hlood in thei r 
\""!!Ins t o tit t hem nS slurdy ploneen. 

Il l y s- rnudfuthcr \\"/IS nn Ir ish W(,Il ,'!'r and wns a commissioned otl ; c'~ r in 
t he nrlllY In IrelDnd. lie le tt wlthol1t permissIon ond eaUle 10 An .... r!(·n. Dr 
rcason ot Ihat fnct he ne,'er dared to go bll.ck. H e wor ked tor 7 yen!",. IM,tore 
be got money enoul;h 10 Bend and brlnl; his fUIIlIl, o,·er. 1-'inol1y t i, l !nnlil, 
shlp" .. ":d by sllii. bout but WCfe sh lpw'·cck('d on the "I\'ay nnd hnd 10 &:'0 j'lIck, 
'J'he next time they stnrted the wenlher nu,1 sen were l, roll1tious nllli lilt.' fum ll1 
was r eunited In Ohio hi 1507. My father was tbe only ch lJd of the family ,"orn 
In Amcrlca, and tb l!! Will In 1808 in Ohio, He "I\'n8 married In Ohio !'Ind Clu ne 
by steamboot 10 I owa. They cume down tbe OhIo ·a nd up the )lIulssiPI)1 to 
Davenport wher e they Illnded on Ille west hank ot the river. Dnl'enport Iben · 
had only one 101; honse, My fathe r WilS a cabinet mllkcr , hnd learne.u DIs I rude 
a s a lIou nd ooy. Il ls 1I S3l!ts on lantlllll; WU ll n set uf cuhlllet untl cn rJ)('nler 
tools Dud $500 In I;old. A little later be came down 10 FOft MadlsoD nod 
worked driving o:len or lillY work he could fin d 10 do at t11nt time, I n 1839 
be came to Vnn Buren county and locsted, Dn() attende() the I\r8t public land 
snle In Iowa Territory a t BurUU!:"tOD oUd ooul;ht 100 acres of public land at 
~1.25 per Dcre. His claim W08 selected about 3 miles northwest ot Pltts11ufl;h, 
near tbe Cbequest. H e Dull a nelshbor went IOl;ether to Ihe Burllnl;ton land 
sale. H e hod $200 in I;old ca n-yllll; It on his per son . His compan ion WIlS on 
h or sebllck and he on foot. The I;old wns a solid well;ht to carry aD() bls h or se
bnck compan ion 8Uj;."S"Sted thnt be put the gold in tbe snck OD hie b orse nnd he 
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Il1I t the bold ill tilt' StIck OIa\ v,'ng ca rl! ( ul \0 t ie Illl' lIo('k well . S hortly nfte r 
Ihe mnn fell heh lll(l ohmS 111 <' ron d (Hf 11 shnrt time. W ilen Ill' finally cn \l~b t 
up thei r attention \\'118 cuned to the fnct Ibn! t he s lick Wn! l1fltl{'(\ a nd the 

'" old 1:'0111'. They w('nl lJoek 1m! fnllro to fin d ony 1:'0111 . M;- lotber was tl1l'l1 
utlsfled wbere the gold hlld ~olle nnd told t he Illon to bond over t bnt sold or 
be would lake It froUl him by fort'('. H e sl\l1wl'd hy b ls mnnn{'f that he mcant 
IJusl neas and I ii I' mnn shl;"E'lllshly :wd l>(lWnnlly ling it lip, :-<nmes could llt" gll'l'D 
hnt t he lI l'xt gen(' rntinn miJ.:bt oIlJI·t;t. T h ey w('n t on lo;::ct ber to t h e lo nd lillie 
lind my fotbe l' used h is $200 to PIIY fo r his Inml. 

Jo'U l hl'f hullt II. lu:,: cntu n 01111 heinl:' n ("H\lCnter Wall ollie In put In more 
t-onl'cnhmceJ thnn mos t of b ls lH;>iJ,:b\.lorll. I liA ox H'nm ,lid t he rnnnins and he 
bad tim\: 10 do a good clenl or cnrPE' li ter ~'ork for ot 1.u~r8. 'l'ht:y raised what 

, they Bte, m nde bread from rorn rm rd\t'd loy Ihl' lire !IlId j:: r ound In a (:o rree m ill . 
Tbe flrl'plnee took tbe plnee or a SIOY", n long l e~g('d skillet with nn Iron lid 

tu\'ercd with bot coRls cooked 11111('11 ot t he rood. Corn bread, (:&1100. .TobnnJ 
cnkes, were hnkl'l1 on n bonnl plnCt>d nenr Ibt: lire lind wben d rmc t"cr.c nbo ut 
& Inches wide, 10 Inches 10llg n lHl hult Inl'h t"lrk. Somctlmes one of tlh~se 

bard loflkt'd Olles, left (lI'{'r, "'IIS u!<t:d 10 pnelell,' III\' c ll llt!r(.'n, )Iy fnfhe r lu"k 
IIO Ine J: r nn lte nlgj;"(' r hends li nd mn tle Ihe ftrst llnlr or hurrs In the Ilei{:hhorbOl,d, 
I,ut up t he tUmc, tbe sweCI) and with nn ox team slnrted OLe lit tl e mill, SOllie 
ot the n el!;"hhors gntbcn..:1 in to j,lee tbe 61'St I:rist of mea l nnt! insisted t bat m y 
tat her h tl\'e tbe first on/pll t. n ut tbe burrs were rOlll:1l and there was so mueb 
(; r it j::() t Into Ihe m{'u l Ibnt It \\" :. s not eatable. ~ I y fat ber bo\l~ht II. CQw tor 
$7.50 a lld pnld for hC'r by split Un!;" ra ils a t $1.25 Ile r tboullnnd . H e ",ns e lected 
t rolll Va n Buren Coun ty to tbe 'l'crrl to r lnl T.l'glslnture In l owo , H ere Is a 
copy ot nn old tax r cceillt giYell hi m In t bat County. 

" Heeeived ot Dnvld F{'r~usoll t b irty ccn tll, his tax fo r the yell r one t h uUSII nd 

e lgbt h undred nnd t b lrty·nlne. 

ebns. H. K In::, D('lluty Sh(>rl tt V. B , ("'.t).-I. 'r," 
'1'llI) l"tlmhll; Illto sn le of Duds CUll n ty In llli hnd Its u p]lcnl IIULI t ot her sni t! 

out qnd 11101'00 b ere In 1&1-1. He IlUrehosed n f!lI'lIl nbout 3 nl iles nurllU!llllt o f 
B loolllOl'h.l lind th l'Te h{' lived uutil hia til'uth in 1883. Thnt fnrUI wns w{'11 
loctltcd a nd rll,:"bt on the ~rormon trnil mnde some yean later . . 'fbere ~'a1l • 
(ODe room log cnllin and he added anuther rooUl, nnd with the loft It !JeclI.llIe a 
('Omforta lJle hOlOe fo r bill la rge famliy o f 12 children. He mode t he Improvement 
Ind :!"P.d his tool!!, a carpenter set, sboylng hor !t(! Rnd d rawing knife, a frol'll 
tor r iving e!lI.pboordii and mingles nll~ In the house tbe hnplC'ments t o r 
"pinni ng a nd 'II'{'ulng. He would mn..k.e tbe !>cam, hllndlC'll and wooden mould 
hotm l fo r 111011"1 and BIIII D. Evans would mnke thl! iroa p low share... T bey 
61so made shovel plows and other farp! Impl{,lIlcnls. He put out ·tbe tl.rat 
(Orchard Ie tbe nelshllorhood wltb tbe fin e en r ly urletlea ot apples and d id bls 
own grnftlll..,{, Nea r us In t he groVl' was IL permnnent camp ground tor r ellglou!! 
lOeeti ngs wl:b Il well and nect!ssnry r oom (or te ll ts snd ca mpers. During: Jny 
t ime I saw them (! u t tbe small srnln wlt ll n bnnd sickle and relll.emhcr ot surue 
In te Immlgrnnts from Switzerland gOIng o ff e r tbt: hlL llds nnd glun lng any 
~rllin d ropped In the Held. I t r em inds one or Unt il t be glen oer ot Dible tl we!, 
The tb resb lng of sraln Will d one ~'lth flail or t rom ped out by OIen or horses. 
A IIlIot of solid ground \\"u s selC'cted IIml ell'o ned 01T, or n s pnce on t he bnrn 
floor . T he whent or rye was lI iled on t he plal."C nnd t~e b orses o r OIen .we re 
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driven or led over It UI,tH the grain wns tra mpcd out. The grain was tbel.: 
thrown up and the. chaff blown avotl' by the wind. Tbe grain wus tbus Pl'{"o 
pared for tbe mill. We la Id off ttlc :;;round wllh sho\'ei plow, dt-opped the cora 
til' band and covered It wltb bot'p.. My f!lliler and lIIr. Ad Brewster made the 
first CRlle mill about 1M7, of wood, and It took Iota of soft soa p to keep It from 
screecblng. Tbey made sorghu m for thl! neIghbors far li nd nea r. I remember 
of the hog buyers pll lling In winter wi th I:lfge droves of fnt bogs, goln: to · 
the river market. They often SIOI'\K'tl on'r n ight with us. Fnther nllVa,.s had 
pens for use lind corn to sell Dud we children alwa,!'l1 hnd jolly times listening 
to Ihe wild we!!t stori E'S of the:se men. !sauc Swinney was nil early hog bu,.er 
In the neighborhood. He would lond into h is wagon a lIuge pair of steelya rd 
aeales and frallle large e llough 10 hold and wclgh one hog at a time. would 1:0 
from farm to fa rm. buy aud welg!: each lot, PIIY cnsh nt the time antI have · 
the ho!;"s driven to h is place over north. 

The place selected fo r the town of ,}llchmond was a community center tor 
;rears. It furn l~bed a good Illuy ground an" we used to meet there fo r OUt 
sporta and gamea-town ball, hlaek man, bull pen: alld rln!;"-aronnd-a·rosy. Tb, 
old and younl:' made It a Illal.'i! of Pllstlme and -holidays. In 1857 my fatb er 
was elected IUJ a melni.>cr of the Lef:ls]ature trom this Connty. l.·be Judgea at 
Election hraugbt the books a n() ballots to ou r house to I>e counted. My mother 
cooked SUPllCr for them, At ' thnt eil.oetlon Ha r\'cy Dunlavy aud Jomes Pollard 
were also elected 8S mewbers from this County. 'l'hey went to Des Moines la 
a bob-sled an() cOllie home nt the cnd of the HessIon on a I:Ileamooat as fllr 11M 

OttumwlI. 'I'bat WIIS I:'olng somc. I heard my tathel sa, tL"t a Resolutioll " 'b 

otl'ered, giving to Geo\'ernar Kirkwood fu ll poWI'r, really unlimited power, 10 
do anything he mlglJt deem Ilecessary concerning war nllltters. His was the 
only opposing Yote and tbal was because he thought l ueh II l)Ower was too ,reat 
to :lve any man and resembled tbe powers of II King. The Civil War made 
necessary Internal JtevenJle taxes un all businesses allllost. n ere is a copy ot 
n nevl!llue Recei pt g ivell him at tbe til lle: 

"UnUl.-d Statea Intc rlla l Re'·enue. Collector', Office, Distr Ict. State of 
Iowa. Februa ry 7. 18M. Rl.'Ce iVl.-d of D . • 'erGufl(l n of BloomfieltI tbe sum of 
forty cents In full for h is Excise Tal: on Sio ughte r lng, as per Dec. list ot the 
Assessor of saId Dis trict sent to me for collection for tbe ,.ear endiug 1805. 

E, T. Cole, Dept. Collector." 
From this account gh'en fro m hearsay In past aDd largely f rom mcmory. 

:It will be soon that my father and mother knew ail the hardships and sacrifice. 
of tbe early plonoors, They raised a large famny of sturdy cbildren who helped 
to develop Davis County. Doctor CIa,. YOUIII:' of Bloomneld and Kenneth 
Baldridge, editor of the BlOOmfield Democrat, are two of the grandsons, and 
Mrs. Maude Welch, wife of Arthur B. Welch, druggist , Is one of tbe g rand-
daughters, }o~rank W, Ferguson. 

DANIEL HEADRICK 
My fath er and mother were Kentuckia ns, I Wf19 named for my tather. 

The first JIlove was to Indiona and next to the new Iowa Territory. The immi
gration to the 'l'errltory had thea attracted nmny, Ilil the rclwrts of the pros· 
pects were f1a Uerlng. My father made the trip and purchased a clolm of 120 
acres about three miles southwest at B]oomncld , ,,·IIb a olle room 10: cololn 
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an(;(;~trY 
J 

1880 United Statcs Fedcral Census 

i\JIlW David Ferguson 

r .{Illl\. III 1~:'iO' Perry, Davis, Iowa 

E:,.im::tcd :J!,·til abt 1809 
\ \.',~r: 

Birthplace: Ohio 

Relatio:l to bead- Self (1fC':J(iJ 
of- ~ :;Hl:;(~ wId' 

S: )'.1 ,' ll.:nw: Elizabeth 

·:lth.~r's Ireland 
b:1 dIP~.tl\ : 

.' ,01 :J.:r\ Ireland 
hirthp~a~~L'; 

l''..::ighhors: 

Oetup, liou: Farmer 

\-1:·fi.aJ SU{lIS: Single 

j{,I..".': White 

(n'IH .... :: Male 

. ,. (Sa!l.ll'.:,; 
".,Il,. \\ 1 It,,. 

Llind' 

De:lf dlllJ dunw: 

°111"\,,i: " (lSa )jeu: 

Idiotic' or in~: nc: 
HotJ,''1:l101d 

Din-iel Ferguson 
Elizabeth Ferguson 
,Jennie 1\1. Fer?,lIson 

.).:" 

71 
61 

23 
Emma ,\. Ferguson 21 

Nellie A. F('rgusoll 6 
Henry D.£c.Igyson 30 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.
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• lD; 17456 
• Name: David FERGUSON 
• Surname: Ferguson 
• Given Name: David 
• Sex; M 
• UfO: 20A4100478A51004E83B1704C07A10049538 
• Note: 

Descendants of George Maris 
Entries: 137300 Updated: 2004-08-22 18:23:45 UTC (Sun) Contact: Raymond L Maris Home 
Page: Maris Genealogy Home Page 
Only 10 generations of descendants are included. I have much more in my off-fine database. 
Please contact me for more information, or with corrections or additions. Many sources are 
secondary, so use data with caution! By no means should the lack of source information on 
these pages be construed to imply that all the research was done by me. Various sources have 
shared their research with me for compilation. Please contact me for information on sources. 

Descendant Register, Generation No.1 

1. David Ferguson He married Elizabeth Roderick 

Child of David Ferguson and Elizabeth Roderick is: 
+ 2 i. John Elder Ferguson was born 19 NOV 1838 in Davis Co., lA, and died 23 FEB 1906. 

• Change Date: 2 Sep 2004 at 19:24:43 

Marriage 1 Elizabeth RODERICK 

Children 

1. John Elder FERGUSON b: 19 Nov 1838 in of, Davis, Iowa, USA 
2. Emma A. FERGUSON b: ABT 1859 in of, Davis, Iowa, USA 
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