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DIES AFTER A LONG ILLNESS.

Hon. J. E. Blackford Enters His Long
Sleep Sunday Afternoon at His
Home in Algona.

Settled in Algona in 1855 and Wans a
Prominent Pactor in the Build-
ingup of This Community.

The death Sunday evening about
5:30 o'clock, ot J. E. Biackford,
brings to an end the lifo of one whose
history has been closely identified
with that of Algona from its vory
earlist days. Tho beginning of his
last illness dates back to about the
first of the year and several times
during the past six monthe it has
seemod as if tho old gentleman could
not hold out much longer and then he
would seem to rally and be quite like
himself again. Throughlit all, how-
evor, the family realized that, not-
withstanding the fact that Mr, Black-
ford was not confined to his bed all
of the time, he was steadily failing,
therefors there was no exprossion of
surprise when the end cameo. At times
ho was quite restless and appeared as
il ho suffered pain but the ond was
very peacoful.

utes bofore his death had been assisb-
ed to bed.  He soon fell into a quiob
gleop and passed away without awale-
ening,. Mrs, 1d Blackford was sitting

He had been sitting!
in his easy chair and but o fow min-|

n

Idid attend a couple of termw of a
good district school.”” Evidently the
taste for reading acquired at that
school continued to follow him all
through life,

In politics ho was an old time abo-
litionist and free soil man and at the
formation of the republican party
naturnily cast his lot with them.  IMe
ropresentod this distriet in tho Iowa
legisiature for two torms, from 1859 to
1862, and served four sessions, Re-
lating his experiences during thoso
campaipns Mr. Blackford said: "My
district at this time comprised seven
counties and in making my canvass I
frequontly traveled 40 miles to seo a
single voter.”  Ile served the county
a8 treasurer one term, being eleoted
to that ofileo in October, 1869. e
was also justice of the peace during
seversl years of the 70's, DMr. Black-
ford was one of the mombers of the
Towa delogation to the national re-
publican convention that nominated
Lincoln for president the first time,
He was at all times a strict temper-
ance man and one of tho charter
members of the Good Templars lodge,
He was also o chartor member of the
Grango,organized in June, 1873, being
the fivst Mastor of the the order and
Worthy Master of the Iowa State
Grange of Pavrons of Husbandry for
about ten yoars, as woll as a member
of the National Grange in which he
took a great intorest.

For many yeers Mr, Blockford waa
manager of the Patron’s Co-operative
gtorv, finally buying out others’ in-
teresh in the coneorn and  continuing
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The funeral will be held this afl
noon at 2:30, from the late home
the deceased and the burial in Riv,
view cometory. Sorvices will be o
ducted by Rev. Foster A. Smiloy, p
tor of the Presbyterian church.

AUTO TURNS TURTLE.

An Estherville Party of Five Have
ous Accident Sunday Near Wesley
Escape Injury.

Dr. and Mrs., C. E. Burney @
young child, accompanied by Mr. »
Mra. A. D. Brown, al! from Istiv
ville, met with a bad recident =
day, while on their way to Clear T.:
for a day’s outing. They were m:
ing the trip in Dr. Burney's n
Chalmers car and had reached |
high culvert just north of Woesl
where the road to the lake turns o«
There is & hole i1 the grade on
north side of the road, just at the .
ef the bridge, about three fool e
and some five or six fect deep, wh
cannot be seen from bthe west  uni
person has almost reached tho
Even persons woll acquainted v
tho road have to use oxtrome cuul
in order to psss over this pliuc
safoby and it is no wonder that
Burney auto turned turtle into!
hole., Mow all the occupants oscn
with only slight injuries is bey
comprohension.

-Mr. Brown was the first to soe
dangoer and remombors that he w
an effort to jump from tho mach
which is undoubtedly tho roason
landed eclonr of the auto.  Dr.
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ot hold out much longer and then he
would seem to rally and be quite hike
himself again. Throughjlit all, how-
ever, the family realized that, note
withstanding the fact that Mr. Black-
ford was not confined to his bed all
of the timo, he was steadily failing,
therefors there was no expression of
surprise when the end came. At times
he was quite restless and appeared as
if he suffered pain but the end was
very peacoful. He had been sitting
in his easy chairand but a few min-
utes before his death had been asslst-
ed to bed. He soon fell into & quiet
sleep and passed away without awalk-
ening. Mrs. d Blackford was sitting
by his bedside and the only knowl-
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publican convention that nominated
Lincoln for president the first time,
He was ut all times a strict temper-
ance man and one of the charter
members of the Good Templars lodge.
He was also a charter member of the
Grange,organized in June, 1873, being
the first Master of the the order and
Worthy Master of the Iowa Stabe
Grange of Patrons of Husbandry for
about ten years, as well as a member
of the National Grange in which he
took o preat intorest.

Tor many yoars Mr. Blackford was
manager of the Patron’s Co-operative
store, finally buying out others’ in-
terest in the concern and continuing
the business in his own name for sev-
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HON. J. E. BLACKFORD

Prominent Early Day Man Whe, Died Sunday Afternoon.
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"OURT DENIES MOTION.

o Set Aside Divorce {Decree
Andrew D. Clarke of ;Minne-
Year Ago.

+D. Clarke is again receiv-

paper notoriety through the

»f the Minneapolis papers.

that Mr. Clarke recently ap-

the Nevada courts to (have

e of divorce grantedthim in

1910, declared null and void.

cor  afused to do on the

shat ae statutory limit of
hs in which such anfaction
taken had expired.

aat Mr. Clarke expected to

sh by having the divorce _de-

iside can hardly be unaer-
ess he thought hy so doing
be enabled to obtain a prop-
jeparation from his wife and
ble to marry another in the
re. The refusal of the Ne-
cts to set aside the divorce
. no way affects the ruling of
esota courts which has de-
he divorce illegal on the
of having been obtained
perjury and fraud. Under
1dtions if Mr. Clarke shounld
in getting married again he
liable to criminal action fcr
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Hinchon Two Loads.

vibune: Well! welll Hinchon,
-atir nditor of Algona Wwas
("7, suads, according tor
acconnt. Ab the Falls of
ronci Hinchon says: “The e!e,-’
king us up in two loads.
which §§meﬁvﬁﬂ'eﬁﬂﬁ‘?al and S

Prominent Early Day Man Whe Died Sunday Afternoon.

edge she had that the end had come
was the discovery that Mr. Blackford
had ceased to breathe.

John Ellison Blackford was born in
Warren county, Ohio, January 4,
1825, which means that he was 386
years, 7 and one-half months of age
at the time of his death, August 20,
1011. While yet a boy his parents
moved to the then frontier of north-
ern Indiana, where he grew to man-
hood. In September, 1845, he was
sarried to Mary M. Call, who pre-
ceded him into the future world some
gix years ago.

In September, 1855, Mr. Blackford,
with his wife and two children, start-
ed for Iowa with the slow, sure but
steady method of transportation, the
ox team and wagon, arriving in Algo-

cabins then existed where the city is
now built; Judge Call’s on the spot
where W. C. Danson now resides,
J. W. Moore’s where the Fred Corey
barn now stands, and the Levi Max-
well home in the west edge of town.
A log addition to the Call cabin was
the Blackford home during their first
winter in Algona, but in %he follow-
ing spring they moved into the Max-
well cabin which stood on the spot
that has been the Blackford home:
stead ever since. .

Mr. Blackford was a well informed
man, and & ready off-hand speaker on
any topic up; for consideration. Speak-
ing of his early life he said: “My
opportunities for an education were
very limited. The country was like
all primitive gettlements, and the

chools primitive in the extreme, bub
e LegisIaP

na October 10, 1835. Only three log’

eral years more, in the Blackford
building south of the court house. He
was the first president of the Kossuth
County Mutual Insurance Company,
and in company with tho late C. C.
Chubb and other early members of
the organization, labored early and
late for the success of this popular
organization, Thus was a long and
busy life filled in with the perform-
ance of duties that related to the
welfare of not only himself but also
the community in which he dweit.
During the war of the rebellion he
was largely influential in enabling
Kossuth county to win the sanitary
flag as a prize for furnishing more
funds for the relief of the sick and
wounded soldiers than any other coun-
ty in the state, in proportion to its
population. He was an active mem-
ber of the old settlers’ association and
a charter member of the County His-
torical Society. In all matters per-
taining to the wellfare of Algona or
Kossuth county, Mr. Blackford al-
ways exhibited a living intevest and
any history of this county, without a
record of his part in the early life of
this community,would be iucomplete.

Of six children born into this family,
Mary Kate, who passed away about a
year ago, is the only one missing. His

*| daughter, Ella Algona Blackford-

Clarke, was the first white child b<un
on the townsite of Algona. IMrs.
Clarke and her four brothers survive,
the brothers being Edwin, Earnest
and George of Algona, and Clarencs
of Fayetteville, Arkansas. Their
mother was ‘a sister of Asa Q. Call

and Ambrose A. Call, the founders of
Algona,

ors Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library,
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m. His wife died six years ago.
They had six children and all of them
are living, except Mary Kate. whose
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chiliven ave: Mrs. Ella Algona Clarke.
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DIES FULL Ur YEARS

At 86 John Ellison Blackford Passes

QOver Jordan.

FRIEND AND CO-WORKER IN |
FARRAR, IOWA, ALSO DEAD|

of Former Master and

Obituaries
Secretary of Grange Appear Back

to Back in Leading Daily.

John Ellison Blickford, one of the
few remaining Kossuth connty pioneers
of the [ifties. dicd Sunday ufrvrmmn.
shortly after five o'¢ lock. By o peenl.
inr coincidence. on the same tl.u and at
the same age, there died at Fuarerar,
Jowa, the Rov. J. W, Murphy, with
whom Mr. Blackford was closely associ-
ated for many years while the latter
was Worthy Master of the Town State
Grange of the Patrons ol Husbhandry
and the former seceretary.  The fwain's
ohituaries appeared baek fo back in
Tuesday's Register & Leader.
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tor and of late weelks his mind had fail.
ed. It was scen early last week
he conld not long survive,

56 Years an Algonian,
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first Mr. Blackford ran o sawmill for
his brother-in-law, Asn, Later he ae
quired  and  farmed  the  homestowd
where he spent the rest of his fomge life

Mre. Blackford was born in Warren
coonty, Ohio, Januwry 4, 1825w
wias  therefore 30 years old when he
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dooself edueated man, e wis o wiede
resdder, un apt student and adeenthink
e, Hle was, bestedes, o0 roewudy
and a born leader. Thus he sequired
cresd intluence amone his ne izhlbiors,
s bearing was nh-vmlwri then; .i, o
teons Imnli\ e varned and held
thee deep respect of evervone that knew
him: tiu wiarm  friendship and  conli-
denes of his intimates: the ul wding love
of his familv,  To the end he took an

Lactive interest in oove ry "nud Movement
his |

that eaime to his notic Almaost
st publie coneern I ul to do with the
formation of the recently  organized
Kossuth Connty Historienl Socioty., of
which he was o charter member, © 1is
wits 0 most useful career, He dicd Ml
of veurs not onlyv. bt of honors also.
The tuneral orenrre «l vesterday after
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42 HISTORY OF KOSSUTH COUNTY

was one of the promoters of the new public-school building which was
completed in Burt in 1911. He has served as a delegate to county and state
conventions and as committeeman for Burt and Portland townships. His
life has been marked by broad ideals of personal service in the cause of his
fellow citizens who have intrusted so many important offices to him. He
has never been suspected of any corruption in office and has always been
regarded as 2 man of thorough integrity and honesty.

Mr. Owen was married in Portland township, September 1, 1891, to
Miss Anna F. Mann, who was born in Kossuth county and is a daughter
of S. V. R. Mann and a sister of M. J. Mann, whose sketch appears else-
where in this volume. To Mr. and Mrs. Owen have been born two chil-
dren, Verne W. and Merle Exina. Mr. Owen is a Master Mason and
holds membership in Burt Lodge, No. 540, A. F. & A. M. He and his
wife affiliate with the Order of the Eastern Star. He is an efficient pub-
lic servant and a good man and during the thirty years of his residence in
Kossuth has added not only to the material wealth of the district but has *
raised the qualities and standards of citizenship,

JOHN ELLISON BLACKFORD.

No history of Kossuth county or the city of Algona would be complete if
it failed to make extended mention of John Ellison Blackford, one of the
most successful and eminent citizens of the state of Iowa. His life has been
intimately connected with the agricultural, political and industrial upbuild-
ing of this section of the country. His wife was a sister of the founder of
Algona and his daughter was the first white child born within its borders.
He himself gave of his eminent talents and his high-minded and worthy
life to the promotion of the progress and development of the county and
upon his death, on August 20, 1911, the earthly career of an eminent organ-
izer and builder of the middle west closed forever.

The record of Mr. Blackford's ancestry dates back for many generations.
The family can be traced to two brothers who emigrated from Scotland at
an early date but of whom no historical mention is made. The elder brother
had two children: Sophia (Blackford) McLean, who was born in New
Jersey in 1735 and later emigrated to Ohio; and Mary (Blackford) Drake.
The other brother married Miss Mary Daniels and became the father of
three children: Nathaniel, born in 1764 in New Jersey, who came to Qhio
at an early day, where he died in 1834; Benjamin; and John. Nathaniel
Blackford married Miss Catherine Ross and became the father of ten chil-
dren: Nancy, born in 1788, who died in infancy: Sarah, born in 1789, who
later became Mrs. Terrill and died in Indiana: Mary (Blackford) Cory,
born in 1792; Margaret (Blackford) Kelsey, who was born in Kentucky in
1704, and dicd in Ohio: Sophia, who was born in Ohio in 1797 and married
a Mr. Johns, a native of the same state where she died: James Ross, whose
birth occurred in Ohio in 1800 and who died in Towa in 1871 : Desire ( Black-
ford) Williamson, who was born in Ohio in 1803 and who died in Kansas:

Source: |lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa [;_ibrary,
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Eliza, who later became Mrs. Ball and who was born in Ohio in 18035 and
Jied in Indiana ; Phoebe (Blackford) Ferbes, whose birth occurred in Ohio
in 1808 and who died in the same state ; Jemima, later Mrs. Welch, who was
born in Ohio in 1811. In the next generi:tion James Ross Blackford married
Miss Clarissa De Camp Williams and ﬁp this union were born three chil-
dren: Sarah, born in 1822 in Ohio, who died in Michigan in 1892; John
Ellison, the subject of this sketch, who was born in Ohio and died in Algona,
lowa, August 20, 1911, at the age of gighty-six years, seven months and
cixteen days; and Aaron Lawson, who )vas born in Ohio in 1831 and died in
Ig)?' ’ I s

John Ellison Blackford was born in Warren county, Ohio, January 4,
1825. When he was yet a boy his parents moved to what was then the
northern frontier of Indiana, where he grew to manhood. His educational
opportunities were few, as the country was in an undeveloped condition and
the school facilities were limited in the extreme. He, however, attended
the district school for two terms, and laid the foundation for the life of learn-
ing and the taste for reading which distinguished him all during his life.

In September, 1843, Mr. Blackford was united in marriage to Miss Mary
M. Call, a sister of Asa C. and Ambrose A. Call, who founded the town of
Algona in 1854. :

In the fall of 1853, with his wife and two sons, he came to Algona, Iowa,
where Mrs. Blackford's brothers had preceded them, making the long jour-
ney into the then frontier district by team and guiding their course by
compass. In the spring of 1856, they moved into the log cabin situated on
the site of the present residence. In the same year, he operated a saw and
grist mill, sawing from native timber the lumber from which many of the
earlier buildings were made. He was elected justice of the peace at
Algona’s first election on August 4, 1856, serving for some years with great
ability. From his earliest manhood Mr. Blackford was interested and active
in promoting the welfare of Kossuth county, and in his work along this line
he has shown a power of organization unsurpassed by any citizen of his gen-
cration. He was very prominent politically, and gave most of his time and
attention to his activities in this line. He was an old-time abolitionist and
free-soil advocate, and, upon the formation of the republican party, he
naturally cast his lot with that organization and was loyal to its principles
and policies all during his life. He represented his district in the Iowa
legislature for two terms, from 1839 until 1862 and was prominent in the
affairs of four sessions. Relating his experience during his political cam-
paign, Mr. Blackford, in a family history written by himself several years
ago, says, “My district at this time comprised seven counties, and in mak-
Ing my canvass I frequently traveled forty miles to see a single voter.” He
was one of the members of the Iowa delegation to the national republican
convention which nominated Lincoln for president for the first term.

When the Civil war broke out Mr. Blackford was largely influential in
enabling Kossuth county to win the sanitary flag which was given as a prize
to the district which furnished the largest per capita funds for the relief of
the sick and wounded soldiers. Kossuth county led every other county of
the state in proportion to its population. He was all during his life a strict

4 I:.




46 HISTORY OF KOSSUTH COUNTY

prohibitionist, and did efficient work in controlling the sale of liquor in his
state. He regarded public office as a public trust reposed in him by his
fellow citizens, and believed it his duty’to give his highest talents and his
utmost energies for securing efficient legislation. His political career was ‘;
marked by activity in every great and worthy cause, and he never used the :
power which his office gave him in any dishonorable way. His life was
- devoted to the upbuilding and improvement of his section, and his coopera-
tion could always be counted upon inf&ny movement looking toward the
future progress of Kossuth county,

He was one of the charter members of the Patrons of Husbandry, or as
it is usually called, the Grange, orgatized in June, 1873, and was worthy
master of the Iowa State Grange for about ten years. He was likewise a
member of the National Grange, in which he took an active and helpful
interest, :

Mr. Blackford during his life was prominently identified with the busi-
ness development of Algona. He was the manager of the Patron’s Coopera- *
tive Store, and he finally obtained the sole ownership of this enterprise by
buying out his partners. He conducted the business in his own name for
many years in the Blackford building, south of the courthouse in Algona.

- He was the first president of the Kossuth County Insurance Company, and
' in association with C. C. Chubb and other early members of the organiza-
tion labored with unwavering industry for the success and prosperity of the
enterprise. He was an active member of the Old Settlers Association, and
was one of the organizers of the County Historical Society.

The Blackford family consisted of six children, Mary Kate, who died in
1910, is the only one not living. Mr. Blackford’s elder daughter, Ella Algona
who was born in January, 1856, was the first white child born in the town
and the township of Algona and besides this enjoys the distinction of having
been the first girl born in Kossuth county. She later became Mrs. Eugene ;
H. Clarke, and resides in Algona. Mr. Blackford’s other children are: i
Edwin, J. Ernest and George E., residents of Algona; and Clarus, who {
resides in St. Louis, Missouri. His wife died in 1905. f

John E. Blackford passed away on Sunday evening, August 20, 19171, }
in Algona, Iowa, the funeral services being conducted according to the cere-
mony of the Presbyterian church. He is buried in Riverview cemetery. ;
His character to a great extent molded his destiny. His ideals were always ;
high, worthy and honorable. His life was spent in useful efforts after great
results. His mind was keen. and his intellect bright, and his life was a
distinct influence in the upbuilding of Kossuth county, as his death was a
<onspicuous loss to its development.
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THEODORE ANDERSON. |

Theodore Anderson has the distinction of being the first settler of Eagle

township, where he owns and cultivates two hundred and forty acres of

| land. He was born in the Province of Smiland, Sweden, on the 14th of Sep-
: tember, 1862, and is a son of Freden and Sarah (Johnson) Anderson, also
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1910 United States Federal Census

“ame:  John E Blackford
Agein 1910: 85
Estimated birth  abt 1825

Birthplace:  Ohio

Refotion o [Tead Head
ol House:

Father's Birth Ohio

Place:

Mother's Birth  New Jersey
Place:

Homweing1o: Cresco, Kossuth, Iowa
Marilnl Status: . Widowed
Qace: White
Gendor: Male
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Members: John E Blackford 85
Ernest Blackford 57
Ella Clark 54
Hattie M Blackford 46
George L Blackiord 39
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