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of eigut years; William James is the only son; and 
Clara flied in her second year. In t\wir religious 
views and relations Mr. Gmham and his wife are 
Methodists. In political sentiment, he is a Repub­
lican of the most pronounced type anfl does all in 
his power for the success of the party. 'Vhile a 
resident of 'Viudsor Township, he served as Jus~ 

tice of the Peace three years, as Assessor two years, 
Township Clerk seven years and School Director 

for several years. He was Trustee of Union Town­

ship one year, City Assessor of West Union one ' 

year and a member of the City Board of Educa­
tion. His official duties have ever been dischat·gcd 
with promptness and fldeliLy, winning. him the 
re5pect of all. Socinlly, he is a member of Aher. 
nethy Post, ~o. 48, G. A. R of \Yest Union, of 
which he has servecl as Commander two terms. 1\fr. 

Graham is a man of positive convictions, earnest 
in his devotion to his party and strong in patriotic 
sentiment. His military record is good and he has 
reason· to be proud of his part in the preservation 
of the Union. As a business man and citizen he 
ranks high and enjoys the confidence und esteem 
of all with whom he has been brought in conta{'t, 
in a marked degree. 

of West 

Union, hanker, and stock-dealer 
and late a merchantof this city, is a native 
of Pennsylvania, born in Fayette County in 

· etember, 1830. His parents were Enos and Diana 
(Jones) Sturgis, both of whom were born in the 
same conn ty as their son. the father in March, 
1803, ancl t.he mother in 180G: Her death occurred 
in 1883 but l\lr. Sturgis is still living at the old 
lwrne at. the acl vanced age of eighty-seven years. 
T!Je gramlfatlH~r of our subjec.:t was also named 
Phineas and was bom in Pennsylvania, in the year 

1777. He was a son of John Sturgis who was born 
near Philadelphia. about 1750, served as a soldier 

i11 the 'Var of the Revolution and fought at Bran­
dywine, l\Ionmouth and Germantown and was eu­

carnped with \Vashington's army at Valley Forge 

during the dreary wintP-r of 1777. The Sturgis 

family was founded in America by brothers of that 
name who emigmtecl from Englanrl, their native 
country, about the year 1700 anfl settled it1 Massa­
chusetts, Canacb. nnd one in New Jersey, wltcnce 

he removed to Penmylvania. 
The subject of om· sketch is descended from the 

last branch of the family. He received his educa­

tion in the public school of his native State and 
attended the Jefferson College of Cannonsburg, 

Pa., but did not complete the c6nrse of st.ucly in 
that institution. After leaving college he engaged 

as clerk in a dry-goods store of Uniontown, Pa., 
and in 1851, nearly forty years ago, came to the 
then frontier State of Iowa, locating in 'Vest Union 
which at that time contained about seYenty-five 
inhabitants, the county of Fayette having been 
organized only the previous year· ( 1850). Mr. 
Sturgis first securell employmerit as a clerk in tllC 

ctry-goods store of Woodle & Brunson, but the 
next year formed a business partnership with Dan­
iel Cook in general merehaJHlising which continued 
until the death of the latter in 1854. Three years 
later Mr. ~turgis removed to Clear Lake, Cerro 
Gordo County, where he opened two general mer­
chandise stores, one .nt the town of his residence 
ancl the other at Mason City which he operated 
thrP.e year5. At the brealdng out of the war in 1861 
he closed his business in that county and retumed 
to 'Vest Union, wher€ he soon after re·em barked 
in the general mercantile business which he con­
tinued until 187.2 when he sold and purchased a 
farm near the city. In 1878 he purchase<llands in 
the St.ate of Kansas, one tract of which with his 
usual sagacity, he pureuased near tbe thriving city 
of Beloit and in 1885 laid out eighty acres of that 
land into Sturgis' Addition to the city of Beloit, 
from the sales of a part of which pror,erLy he has 
realized llanclsome profits. lie also owns and oper­
erates a farm adjacent to tltat city. 

On the illst of ,January, 1856, 1\Ir. Sturgis anrl 

1\liss Rachel Irwin, of WesL Union were married. 
She was the only daughter of John ancl Catherine 
Irwin, deceased, and was bom in Union County, 
Pn. They have two sons living and have lost one 
son and one daughter, both having diecl at the age 
of nine months. The elder son, Henry Clay, mar­

ried Miss Dora Scoville, of Fayette County, and is 
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engaged in banking in Oelwein, Iowa, where they 
make their home. Lew I. was for many years 
employed by the United States Government in the 
pension department at Washington. He married 
Miss Ella Rogers of that city and at the present 
time is engaged in the cattle business. He resides 
with his father at the old home at West. Union. 

Mr. Sturgis has always been a man of enterprise, 
has no hobbies, is thoroughly praatical in his met.h­
ods in politics as well as business, has done his full 
share in improving and building up the town and 
has added to it many structures some of which were 
eostly und remain as ornaments to the city. A few 
years ago, in company with his son Henry Clay, 
he founded the Citizens' Bank of Oelwein, the 
busine~s of which institution has been carefully 
and successfully conducted by the son as cashier 
and resident partner. In politics Mr. Sturgill was 
in early life a Clay Whig, but after the breaking 
1,1p of that party by the passage of what is known 
as the Kansas and Nebraska Bill, repealing the slav­
cry restriction compromise of 1820, he assisted in 

. organizing the Republican party of Iowa, was ac­
~ive and influential in both local and State politics 

"for many years, acquiring a State-wide reputation 
as. an unseLfish, reliable, discreet, sagacious anrl ef· 
fective politician and enjoying in a markerl degree 
the confidence of public men. Mr. Sturgis has 
always had an aversion to holding official positions 
himself, his ambition not being in that direction, 
and for this reason he was clubbeil by his ft'ienils 
wilh the sobriquet of "the Thurlow Weed of Iowa." 
·without solicitation on bis part, however, he was 
nominatE-d and elected on the Republican ticket in 
ll:l63 a member of the Tenth General Assembty of 
Iowa, and at the commenc~ment of the session was 
placed on the Committees of Ways and Means, 
Internal Improvement, Judicial Districts and Or­
ganization of the Counties, besides ,serving on sev­
eral important special and select committees raised 
by the House during the session. At the close of 
his term he declined to become a candidate for 
re-election. Again in 187 6 he was chosen by the 
State Legislature and commissioned by Gov. Kirk­
wood, a Trustee for the College for the Blind at 
Vinton, Iowa, which position he filled for foUl' 
yeat·s with credit to himself and friends and with· 

honor to the institution. At the end of his te1,m 
he deelined a Ito-appointment. The Republican 
State Convention in 1880 again honored Mr. Stul'­
gis by choosing him a delegate to the Republiea\1 

National Convention at Chicag-o, in Jt1ne of 
that year, where be was witness of, and partic­
ipated in that memorable six days' struggle of the 
intellectual Republican giants of the Nation, re­
sulting, as all remem her, in a drawn battle and 
a compromise candidate for nominee for President 
in the person of Gen. Garfieltl. Mr. Sturgis zeal­
ously su pporled Mr. Blaine for President until the 
thirty-sixth and last ballot when his doleg·ation in 
a body voted for Garfield. Shortly aftet· he with­
drew ft•om active politics but is still, as ever, a 
close observer of public events as well as a careful 
student of the annals of the race. 

Mr. Sturgis is a man of positive convictio~s, has 
firmness of character with strong will power, pos­
sesses great courage, is fond of books, has always 
been a general reader, has a retentive memory, is 
deeply versed in biography. in ancient and modern · 
hi~tory, in fact is consiclered authority on most 
biographical and historic subjects. Of all the books 
whieh he has read those of which he is most fond 
are Gibbon's Rome, Plutarch's Lives and Shakes­
peare. He is of the opinion, however, that Lord 
Bacon produced most of the prays contained in 
Shakespeare's works. His private library is among 
the lat·gest and best selected in this section of the 
State. The religious views of Mr. St.urgis not be­
ing very fully expressed lead us to believe him as 
rather favoring the advanced opinions of such men 
as Thomas ancl_Swing. He has been a member 
the Masonic fraternity for more than thirty year$, 
avd l\'lrs. Sturgis is n consi&tent 1nem her of the 
Baptist Church. 

ii SAAC HOM!<: WOOD, one of the successful 

farmers of Westfield Townsu i p, residing. o .... n.·.·· 
!.l section 35, was born in County Kent, 11.n''"a'um 

Decem her 5, 1829, and is a son of Thomas 
Mat·y (Munn) Homewood, both of whom 
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Iowa Cemetery Records- Ancestry.com 

You searched for P. F. Sturgis in Iowa 

Iowa Cemetery Records 

P.F.Sturgis 

Date: 1903 

190 

Birth 1830 

West Union 

West Union 

Grave Records of Fayette County, Iowa 
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P F Sturgis (- 1903)- Find A Grave Memorial 
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P F Sturgis 

Memorial Photos Flowers 

Learn about SPW!soriog_tf1js memorial ... 

Birth: 
Death: 

Inscription: 

unknown 
Feb. 9, 1903 

Father of Lew Sturgis 

Burial: 
West!J.nionCem~te.ry 
West Union 
Fayette County 
Iowa, USA 
Plot: Block 3 Lot 82 

Created by: IQ"Is 
Record added: Aug 26, 2009 
Find A Grave Memorial# 41198564 
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P F Sturgis ( - 1903) - Find A Grave Photos 
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P F Sturgis (- 1903)- Find A Grave Photos 
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