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2. Harriaqe (s) date place 

I I /'rwv ItS 7 
3. Siqnificant events for example: 
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B. Civic responsibilities ____________________________________ __ 

c. 

4. 

6. Public Offices 

A.. Local ____________________________________________________ __ 

B. State ____________________________________________________ __ 
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8. 

9. Names of parents 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

\ 

( 

11. Degrees ____________________________________________ __ 

( 

• 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

.. 

sources Log For Legislation Entries 

Applicability 

Source Non Information obtained 

/:rd .. ·f'' '11 ~. i tJ5-I tf 1 
,i'~ 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

'I·. 

' ~. 

~: 

·: 

L .. 

... ' 

h"'l-i'J ,•,,• ···~' I)\ l r 

·~~i11: ;~ .-·.:·~;. ;.}' )· .. ;l · ··,. 
>~r :::~.~ ;'~~~I:i·; : ' . ~ \ , 
,',,' '·:(-'':)',, t 
);::· .~· ; :. ::,:) .:!' 

; • 1) 

l_t;:·:· 
! .' 

._ ..... , 
; .. ·-· 

1' ~ -l: ! . 

;': ·-; ·i 

t·,;· . · .. 
; r 

'' . ~· 

; .. l 

,• 

\ \ , ( 't' i,,o i )II I' 

. ' .. I • . . . 1 1" "l • :, . : · I . 
,' ..... '" '~'!•'i:'l,~ {·I l. t \\ .~ ,.Cl I ·• · ' ~-' l I tiJ r;rt( ; ~ f.;J; t ~,'f,:..l!,: • ~r:~ •· [ ',1' f•;t't 

' : : ·: 1'1 · ·,. • .... I ! . . . • . , I · j • . r i .. 1 I , • • : 
:. 1 f , 'l' ·· ~. ··I 1 \ ,· • ·"j·' ~ .. ,,1' \l ' ' ·· ·. -. "' t C•C) . J ~.,' ' : .t . •l r .. l 1,.f_. .... •' • .. ~ .. -.J 
•·u..!·.k ,•,1,. ·. •'· ' 1

• '· • • · • ·•• • 'I ' ' • \ 

• ~f "< ' uh ;,~: : ·1 i,,\vt: !~\;.:! ;;! l·: ~ :;r;:: , I .i\l r·~ ~ S ;'r!r •t. 
I ·: f'' ! ') r"ll\'l f'' ' : i')!:~. ;)d Jil:l. l ;t :LI;I ll't '\':t:' l· ~.( 1 I 'l' i; (' ('I i'I'' L' ' ~. ·: .·· · · ) ~.· •. : .' . I' 

...... ' • ..... ' I I ' . • ~' ' ·' • ~ ' • I • • . ~ . J 

,,,1 , -, ~·;·;~.L .:.:. :.:f"i :. · ~i\, J,'nbll:dl~ ':-'''· · \1 <l"U t' ll t•"' S c•t i ... , , ,,. .. , .,. ·, '""' •' 
. -... - "' ,.' ; J' o ' ,.J ~ ~ • • • ' I •.- • ~ ' ! .. 

·.~-:----. ~··-----:-~---::::-:----.. --:-:::-: tho . P;· iiJC(J ~<:·•:(_t :o:~·.: i•,tt l d!<. ' 

I • I . f I rt 1 1 l f 0 'l I } ' ! ' ' ~- ~ •' ~ '1, ( o I ' ' · "• I' 1 r 'I · i ., • t ~ f ~ ; ~ - , , : ' P::.:rso:r :' ·tt'!Olt~1:'/ rh r; l r .·1 .1. 1~ C l · I !J ~~, .) , L ·; ·~L. D/L: .• ~. ' H t,. ,.; ., t." - ,. ' 
' ,. , ··" ., 1 1 ' , , l· '- ' J · l <1 t• .. r: ~-, iL·,;,;•. tl-, • .'o"ll': 

•l.t:.:t·Ve/'1;(,, <. 't ln s :: • 111' (· .• t" l ij 1 JI'JS .ru. (Jon . ·-- .. . · ·· · . . - u -
· ~· ~ 1''JO' •'(~ \\.."'i. • ~ tl•l1'1 ' l •_..-;,t,.·:·l .. ( • •• ur. t 

I I I > • • • • ),. 7 • ) .t"' I ~ ' ' ~ . w ~J,. • • ' 'lo :; ' .... ;.._j 1..1. • .. J .l . .. ·-- ' ~ . • \,. • • ... - .J 

'.l'Tttcr o r til/ . crc:vn.u ·:t?l(j n0 . . ),.). ?-\\'o~J ! j:, -,,1•1 .,.; '!• 1·,. 1- 1, .• ,. , j, ,, .,. 
. I \ ..._ } ~ I \..J '' 1 >.. .. • - - - , .. , .. · • _ _ , .. .. 

rt?gu.lar lSd1.:ccry !J_!j GW"'rlCi':i s i .>01I,/,([ {!e I Prc.vidu!lC'.l aJ!d. Y'>Oi k<·c: :n !~ v; 1 
t ·· me(liu.Jdy ?-q .. orted .

1 

tory, She S!lir.! hv.:- r· ; m~~ · ~n io D. 
======-=--====--== s. bunuryman ne.m(·.J S?.m Kce. t 

<t .u~~ £H~JII': 'X'H OF LHJIH.; E r'i~ ' CR .... un·. ! threw yoars uf agt!, of H.·cbr'!1or;d 
It was only fl, few weeks Rgo th[\t! P}OV'i~,cnce. l?tHl ir!<~u ceci h9r tr~ c: 

most of us loarnod through tbo public New J. ork WJt.lJ. h1rn by i)roz:u!s ; 
. '"' t' t .Jud<YO Georcro w. rvtcCmry plenty of 1?0n~·y L\Dd ft. .good srtu ~; 
p~..:ss .na · j.:, ,... • e. c!omestJc. ;:,he sard ~hat b 
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-vester dav . 1 dent v;onld have no alterna~~ve 

George \Y . McCrary was born m I~-\ ~eto it, witb the ccrt~in resul t e: 
diana but ho was brou2;ht to low?~, mg ono or t~o o! tt.:e sil\~r pr 
~B.en he was one . year old, f\~d child-~ stt> •. tes into ~be hands of the de; 
nooct. youth, lllf\ntlood bo betonged t.o ·It 18 fl. nov81 role for the house~ 
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McCRARY, George Washington (1835-1890) Biographical Info .. Page 1 of 1 

McCRARY, George 
Washington, 1835-1890 

McCRARY, George Washington, a 
Representative from Iowa; born near Evansville, 
Vanderburg County, Ind., August 29, 1835; moved 
to the Territory of Iowa in 1836 with his parents, 
who settled in Van Buren County; attended the 
public schools; studied law; was admitted to the 
bar in 1856 and commenced practice in Keokuk, 
Iowa; member of the State house of representatives 
in 1857; served in the State senate in 1861-1865; 
elected as a Republican to the Forty-first and to the 
three succeeding Congresses (March 4, 1869-
March 3, 1877); chairman, Committee on 
Elections (Forty-second Congress), Committee on 
Railways and Canals (Forty-third Congress); was 
not a candidate for renomination in 1876; 
Secretary of War in the Cabinet of President Hayes 
from March 12, 1877, to December 11, 1879, 
when he resigned; served as United States judge of 
the eighth judicial circuit 1880-1884; moved to 
Kansas City, Mo.; became general counsel for the 
Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad Co. in 
1884; died in St. Joseph, Mo., June 23, 1890; 
interment in Oakland Cemetery, Keokuk, Iowa. 

Bibliography 
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>f JUth was spent in intellcdual pnr<u its , ;1nd 

re received his academic education at \\' a rrcn ;11\d 

·"ordstown, in hi s nati\·e s tate. H e 11·cnt as [;H ;rs 

he middle of the junior year in the cb~;s i c al cou rst: 

)f th e college a t l\lount Union, teac hin g n1t:an11 hil e 

more or less, then left and tanght steadilv for ten 

years, principally select schools and acad e mi es. at 

Austintown, Oldtown, Mineral Rid~e, anrl at one or 

two othe.r places in O hio. H e tanght t lw Engli sh 

branches and classics, and as fa r as we can ;rsccr tain 

was an expert in English grammar and math e matics . 

In 1867 Mr. Dun ca n c:eased to teach; irnmigr;Jled 

to Iowa, and has since been in the hardware ;m d 

grain business with an elder brother, John R. D un 

can, cons tituting a hou se of high q; rndin g in J\ 1.,n

roe coun ty, and quite successfu l in its ln1 si n<' ss " 1' 
erations. Wallace pays no attention to th e hardware 

store, his specialty being the grain department. fie 
also deals large ly in agricultural implement s, wa gon s 

and machines. 

Mr. Duncan has always b een a democ :r;l t, hut not 

a bitter partisan. In 1877 hi s p ;nty nomi n;rtecl hin1 

a candidate for the lower honsc of th e ~ c n e ral a~ -

senddv, and th,,u~h liv in g in a s trong rr pul>liran 

di s tric-t. h• : re e<.: i\·ecl a m;~jority of more th an three 

hundrt:cl ,·.,t es. 

J\Tr. 1 >uncan has a wife and three children, hi s 

marri;~ge occ urnng on the Jilh of Oc tol> cr, r86o. 

!lis wife 1ras l\Ti ss L au ra E .. J ones, of Trumbull 

co unty, Uhio. She is a membe r or th e Christian 

ch11rch , where the whole family worship. Though 

not a nH: mhcr, her hush;~nd is a n:gular attcncl:lnt at 

the hou se of (;ud, and a firm b e li eve r in the funda

mental doct rin es of Christianity. 
Th e tao.;te for reading which 1\1 r. I llln c;ln c nlti

l·a ted wi th great assi duity in yonth has never aban

d o n ed hi1n. He continues tu gratify it with una
hate d ;trdnr, and to no mc;q.;n• or mean exten t. 

Th t: writer heard him rem:~rk not long ;~go that, 
ho,re,·er press ing his business, he re:~d his three 

h o urs a clay, even though he cou ld not com mence 
till lent/cloc k at ni ght. His reading is not all news

p :lpers, hut IIHlinly solid work s. li e !las a lo ve for 

the n e wer branches of science, and for liter;~tnre of 

the sla ncLml class, the gratification of which must to 

son1e ext e nt daily expand nnd enrich hi s rnind. 

HON. GEORGE W. 1\fcCRARY, 

( .r:.ORGE W. McCRARY, secretary of \Yar 

V (r878), was horn n ear E1·ansvill e. Tndi ~ n .1 , on 

the 29th of Arqprst, I8 JS, hi s parents h C' in g .J :~1nc'-' 
and M a tilda McCrary nee forrest. Hi s father wa~ 

one of the pioneers who settled in what is \HJI,. \' a 11 
Buren cou nty, Iowa, in r8Jii, when it \1" ;1s a p :111 o f 

th e T erritory of \Vi sc:o nsin. In ,s_,g Io wa !H..- :tlne 

an independent territory, and in 1846 a s tall: o f thl' 

Union. Hence it will be see n th a t 1\ 1 r. 1\Ic:< 'r:try 
has grown up an<l developed with a Lng c: rcgin 11 of 
country having a c:ommon intcrL:st, :11\Cl pn>ducing 

fonr or five fin e states. 

He is of Scotch-lrish descent ; hi,; :1 \lt:es tnrs 

emigrated from Scotland in the ea rl y p :nt nf th e 

eighteenth cen tury, am\ se ttl ed in the ne ighh<>rh<>od 

of Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, from whence hi s gre;J. t

grandfather, James McCrary, mo ve d to No r th Car

olina prior to the war of th e re \·o lution, a nd se t tled 

in what was then Rowan, but nnw Iredell, t·o11ntv; 

the re his grandfather, J ohn 1\Ic.:Crary, was born ant! 

reared; and his fath e r, J ames 1\I cCra ry, was ;liso 

born and lived there until he wa s :~hnul llind <T n 
6z 

yea rs o f ag:c, when the family remo ved to T ennessee, 

al>nnt th e yea r r :lrz; li Yed there ahnut ten yea rs, 
and th e n re mov ed to lndi :~11:1, and from th cnc:e, in 

1g35 (the ye;1r o f his birth) , to 1\l c: l>onough county, 

Illin ois, where lh c fan1ily rt·s ickd abou t a year, and 

th en n1ov ed :H:rms the l\li ss i" ippi rin·r to wh e re 
!1<: ''"~s r;lio.;vcL Ceorge \V. :ll tclldccl the co1 nmon 
sc hoo ls of the di s trict when; the family sett led, and 

al so a n :w~ clemy, rece ivin g 'lllit c: a thorough Eng
li sh cdll t· ;~tion, ~ncl enjoying son1v , though no t grea t, 

adclnl :~g <· s in the acquisition nf knmrlcdgc in th e 

higher hr:~uc:hcs of !t-aming. 11 is c~rly c.:.,pcricnccs 

W LT C Sl wh as :rre c:on11non to a pioneer's son, namely, 

plenty of manual labor, whicl1 w;1s :~!ways c h ee rfully 

:111d dut ihlily perform ed, and tl 1c usual vic iss itudes 

of frontier life. As a result , huw c \'e r, a fin e phy s ical 

d eve lPpme nt 11·as secured, and, what is of equal 

import :uwr, he ac-quired h ahits of industry <llld 

st ri <· t ""'l>r iety. I li s tas lc.: s were a lways to ward th e 

inll:lkctl!:li , and consequently toward the improve

ment, c;f his mind. 

ll c h :r d early determined to make th e p ract ic e of 

1 
! 
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law h is occupation, anr1 hi s fir st step after leavi ng 
school was to en te r th e law office of Miller a nd 
Rankin , of Keokuk. Th e first-named, Hon. Samuel 
F. Miller, is now on e of the Gssociate justic·es of the 

supreme c:ourt.Cif tht· Unitcc\ Sta tt'S . i\pplyin ~ him
self s tucliott s1y, he \\ ' :ts :ulmitt cc l tn the bar in t8c;6, 
the yc:rr of cas ting hi s fir st vo te, anti d ctc rtllin ccl 
to se ttl e permanently in Keokuk, in which city he 
continued to res id e, and has ever since regarded it 

as his home. 
In 1857, when o nly about t\\'enty-two years of 

age, he was elec ted to th e house of represen tatives 
of Iowa, by th e com1Jined vote of several of th e 
southeastern cottntie~. as a" float," anti scrl'e<.l two 
years. li e was the youngcst member of that l>ody. 
In r8!i r he was electl't1 to th e state senate from the 
county of Lee, which had hitherto been overwhelm

ingly democratic. In thi s posit ion he sen·ed four 
years, anr1 her..1me conspicuous for hi s pcrsonG1 
ahi\ity and ,wide-spre:t d inl1ttcnce. Then cam e a 
period of laboriou s and emi nently successful efforts 
in th e lin e of his profession. In r8!i8, at the early 
age of, thirty-three years. he was elected a member 
of th e national house of representatives, a!1ll took 
his seat in the forty- first congress as one of the 
youngest of the members of that body. He was 
reelede<l to th e fmt y-seconrl, the forty-thirrl and 
the foi·ty- fourth co ngre'sses, ancl always with th e most 
lbttering majoriti es. Thi s brought his ran r::e nf 
publi c service ttp to th e 4th of l\brch, 1877, when, 
on the oq,:anization of Pres ident I byes' cabinet, 
l\lr. 1\J cCrary was o ffered anti accep ted th e honor
abl e position of secre tary of war, anr.l, it may he 
aclde<1, no one of the selections made by the chief 
magi strate has met with tll'>rc uni1'ersa l approvaL 

Upon entering congress McCrary took position 
very quirldy. H e \\'as assigned immediately to the 
committees on n aval affairs, revision of the laws, 
and elections; as a member of the latter, he dis
tingui she d him self most signally. Th e consi d era
tion and decision of elect ion contests gave play to 
his extensive legal knowledge, ;rntl his strong !rwe 
of justice and fa ir play en:thled him t'J ri se al>ove 
p:uty prej udi ce an<1 deci de such rases upon th eir 
merits only. li e at once took rank as one of the 
best l<l"')'ers in th e body, and as an authority lll'"" 
election law. In the fo rty-second congress speaker 
Blaine, in accordance ll'ith the general d es ire n f hi s 
fellow-mcm bers, appointed 1\tr. 1\lcCrary chairman 
of the com mittee on elections; in this position hi s 
sen·ices were highly honorable and successfuL With 

his own party in a majority of more than two-thirds 
in the house, he induced that body for the first time 
in its history to vote upon election cases without 
rq.~ard to party lines; and a majori.ty of the cases 
co nsidered and reported hy him were decided in 
fa,·o r of his political opponents. His reports were 
;rll adopted, ;md most of them without a division . 
\\'h en the forty-third congress assembled, and the 
qu est ions relating to tran sportatio~, and the import
ant matters connected with tl1e subject of inter-state 
commerce, were absorbing public interest ahd atten
tion, Mr. McCrary was made chairman of the com

.mitl ee on rai\1\'ays and canal;;, to which all these 

subjects were referred. H e took hold instantly, and 
lnhorcd with his usual thoroughness and vigor; he 
pn:pared a report on th e constitutional power of 
congress to regulate railroad commerce among the 
states, which was and still is regarded as exhaustive, 
comprehensive anrl conch1'ive; he reported a bill 
on the subject, and advocated it before the house 
with remark :drle. power. After one of the most 
memorable debates on record it passed that body, 
hut was not reached for co nsideration in the senate. 

In the forty-fourth congress Mr. McCrary was se
lected by speaker Kerr (the democrats now being 
in the majority) as a member of the committee on 
the judiciary, where he served with his usual in
t1ustry, ability and success. He was the author 
of a bill to reo rganize the judiciary of the United 

States, which he advocated on the Roar as well as 
in cornmittt:c, and which passed the house by a large 
m~jority . After the presidential election of 1876, 
when it was see n that th e <:o untry was about evenly 
divided in opinion as to the result of the contest, 
and that the two branches of congress were sure to 
differ, not only as to that result, but also as to the 
proper authority to d ec ide it, George W. McCrary 
was the first to step forw ard with a proposition for 
th e adoption of a lawful and peaceful solution of the 
tliffic:ulty. ll e proposed the joint committee, and 
\\'a ;; himself a katling member of it, taking an active 
p~u t in the preparation of the electoral bill, and in 
its ~dvocacy in th e hou se. He believes, and most 
pt:opk will ;rgree with him, that under all the cir
cumstances thi s was a wi se m easure of statesman
shi p, which has given the country peace instead of 
turmoil, excitement, nnd perhaps civil war. 

Secretary 1\lc:Crary was raised in the Christian 
denomination, a largely influential body of religious 

people in the west, and has been a Unitarian fur 

t\\' ent y years past. 
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In politics, he has always been a rc.:pnblic;ln, :11Hl 
c~st his first vote for ( it·iwr;d John ( '. Fic11111nl in 

rH56. 
He was married to f\Iiss Helen A. (ic.:lall, ~ resi

dent of Van Buren county, Iowa, on the T rth of 

March, 1857· Mrs. McCrary is of a stnling t)']H: 
of American womanhoo1\, intelligent, prac:tit ·a l allll 
energetic; is possessed of the finest religious, moral 

and domestic instincts, and c~pable of adorn in?; ~ny 
position into which she· may be carrictl by the con
stantly advancing fortunes of her p:trtner in lire. 
Their union has been blessed with five children, the 

eldest and youngest being sons. Of th e d:nii:(hters, 
two ere long will approach the period of entering 
into society. The boys and girls aliki' :In' lll"ing 
educated in COilSOLWnCC with the vit'\\"S or their 

parents, solely and with reference to their usefulness 

as men and women. 
The secretary is somewhat less than six fee t in 

height, is finely proportioned, rather muscul~r, and 

weighs about two hundred and \en pounds. I le has 
a slight, scholarly stoop, arising no doubt from his 
studious habits. His expression of countenance is 

fr~n k :md benevolent. (ircat equanimity of mind, 

;JIHI :1 cli spti<;ition to 1\"!·i~h Jn:IItJ·rs c:trernllv nnd 

j I I 'd II", ;Jio' Ill Ill IIi IIL"Ilt II :1 i I" "' l1 i" cii:II:It'tl'l' ; I nil 

]Jack of these lies an immense run1l of energy for the 

prosecution of ~nr cause his jnrlf:(ment commends. 

In spl-cch, he is rl'markahly ensy, linen! and instruct

ive, l'Specially liming his social hours. Before the 
public, he is strong, logical and impressive, using, 
in his most carefully prepared addresses, sturdy 
s~xon lnngnnge, anrl his voice on such occasions is 
full, o·kar and ringing. True in his friendships, kind 
to the pour :mel rich alike, with naught of venom 
ever coming from his tongue, he is a general favorite 

with all who know him . 
1\fr. 1\lc-Crary is one of the growing men of the 

repuldi1·, anu, if life be spared, will continue to be 
heard from . ln every station he has always come 

fully np to the expectation of his friends. It is 
se ldom, even in this country, or indeed in any other, 

that at the age of forty-hYo ye<lfs any person has 

had so large an experience, and, under its influence, 

expanded so well. His example is truly an excellent 
one for the ambitious youth of our land to imitat~ . 

J 0 I I N Vi\ N N ESSE E V J\ N S, 

/,<J<; . JiV . 

ONE of the youngest attorneys whose names ap
pear in this volume is John Van Nesse Ev~ns, 

who has been only seven years at the bar, and is 

already at the head of the profession in I brrison 

county. He is a native of the Empire State, and 
was born in the town of Shelby, Gcncsl'c county, 

on the 8th of January, r8-17 · His pate rnal grc:Jt
grandfather was in the IJ~tt\e of Bennington , Ver

mont, on the ruth of September, J777· I!e came 

from Wal~s, and settled in Otsego cou nty , New 
York, where Barnabas Evans, th e father of John 
Van Nesse, was born. His wife was Juli:l Ann 
Brown, a native of Pownel, Bennington connty, Ver
mont. 

The subject of this sketch spent his yonth in A k

ron, Erie county, six m'fles from his birthplace, a t

tending a district school in the winters and brming 

the rest of the time. In October, rRG3, the family 
moved to De Witt, Clinton county, Iowa, reaching 

there on the 3oth of the month . After farming 
there two seasons, the son entered Lenox Collegiate 

Institute, Hopkinton, Delaware county, Iowa, spend-,, 

ing most of the years of rR65 and r866 there, and 
ne~rly all of the next two years at Monmouth Col
lege, Knox county, Illinois, pursuing the scientific 

course, yet giving some attention to German and 

the classics, but not graduating. During this period 
and afterw:~rd he taught school to defray expenses, 
s1x or seven terms in ~11. Whatever ednc~tion he 

has, literary or legal, he obtained by his own re

sources. 
Mr. Evans read law with George B. Young, of De 

Witt, ~nil was admitted to the ku ~t Clinton, on the 
7th of December, 187o. !lis moth er had died at 

De \\"itt t"'o years before; his father followed her 
in rR72, :~nd after practicing :1 ye:n or more at De 
Will, in the autumn of t871 he remo1·e11 to western 

Tow~. sdtling at Magnolia, then the shiretown of 

Harrison county. In the antumn of 1875 he moved, 
with the county records, to his present home, where 

he is building np practice of tlw best quality and of 
liberal extent. For the last two years he has been 

.county attorney. Young as he is, his position is at 

the head of the Harrison county bar. 

l 

I 
I' 
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in the Forty-fourth Congress, he was the autlwr of 
t!Je bill providing for the re-organization of the 
jutliciary of the L niter! St.\tes. which passed the 
House by a large majority . He also proposed il1e 
plan for having a joint committee to count tiJC 
electoral vote, took an active part in preparing the 
electoral bill anrl in arguing the question before 
tbe House. At the close of his Congressional ca
reer, wuich expircct :\larch 4, 18ii, l\Ir. ~IcCrary 
accepterl the position of ~ecretary of \Var proffered 
bim by President Hayes anrl was an influential 
member of the Cabinet. Of him the remark was fre
quently marle that ''when the Secretary of War 
speaks, all listen attentively.'' In 18i9 he was 
nominated by the President fur the position of 
Judge of the Eighth ,Jurlicial Circuit of tile 
[nited States courts, wllich appointment was 
unanimously confirmerl by the Senate, thf' office 
continuing fur life. L-ndoubtedly ,Judge :;\lcCrary 
was cndowerl by nature witil superior gifts yet he 
deserves the greatest credit for the position to 
which he attaitwd. Rearerl in obscurity among 
the wilds or tht:: Territory of Iowa, with iittle ad
vantages for arl vancemcnt, he yet overcame the 
difficulties and disadvantages whi ch lay in his 
path, working his way upward step by step to a 
positton of fame, bee om ing one of the honored 
statesmen of tl.Je :s- ation . His colleagues respected 
him, other men l,onoretl ilirn and his friends revere 
his meQlory. His death occurrerl at St. .Joseph , 
Mo. , on the 23d or June, 18UO, and his remains 
were interred at Keokuk, Iowa. 

/1
" ~ ANDLEY HOLLii-iTER, deceased. It is 

I , by written recorct that we perpetuate the 
~ lives and deeds of thme wilo have }Jassed 

from this earth, and as one who is worthy 
of all respect being paid to his memory, we recorrl 
thp sketch of Mr. Hollister. He was a native of 
Ohio, born December 28, 1H38,·anrl was a son or 
Samuel C. and Ch Inc ( Uu ty) Hollister. His father 
was born Fl:l1nH1ry i , I ti 11 , in Connecticut, and 

his mother was born in Ohio, March 30, 1814. 
His parents were zealous workers in the Christian 
Chul'i:h, Mr~ . Hollister being n woman of excellent 
ability and prominent in- publie service. 

\Vlten only seven years of age our subject was 
rlepri ved of the care and protection of a mother. 
The first eC'hool he ever attended was taugut by 
Pre3ident Garfielrl, and he received fair eclucational 
advantage;; for that day. His early life was spent 
in the usual manner of farmer lads, and he worked 
with his fatlter on the farm and in the dairy until 
the breaking out of the late war. On the 21st of 
August, 1862, he enlisterl in Company H, One 
Hundred and Forty-fifth Pennsylvania Infantry. 
and served until tlte close of the struggle. As 
at ilome, so on the battle-field, he was 3S gen
tle as a woman though as brave as a ~partan, 

and never shrank from any duty rlevolving upon 
him. At tile first battle of Fredericksburg he re
ceive<! a gunsiwt wound in the back of the bead, 
and for injul'ies sustainerl he was a warderl a pen
sion. At Richmond he was taken prisoner, but 
succeederl in being po.~·ole<l within six days after 
his incarceration. and on the 31st of l\Iay, 18G5, !.Je 
received his discharge. 

When peace was decl'lrecl anct be wus mustered 
out of service, Mr. Hollister returned to P enusy l
vunia, where he had made his home fur some years 
previous, and on the 7th of l\Iay, 186i, was joined 
in wedlock with l{iloda J. Burwell, who was born 
in Crawford County, l'a., l\Iay 19, 1840. Her 
father. Findley Burwell, also a native o_f Craw
ford County, was born August 19, 1808, and her 
mother, whose maiden name was Sarah Fonner, 
was born in Hunterdon County, N.J., August 4, 
1810, but her girlhood days were moslly spent 
in the Keystone State. Both are etill living in 
Crawfol'rl County, and both are members of the 
Methodist Church. The fatiler is a fal"mer by oc
cupation. Of their family, which nnmhered three 
sons and lilree daughters, three are yet living. 
Benjamin, one of the number, died from a wound 
received at the tirst battle of Fredericksburg. 

.Although l\Ir. Hollister was not so long a resi
dent of Jefferson County as many others, few of 
her citizens were more widely or favorably known. 
In ~0\'l!lllbcr, !86i, accompanied by J,is bride of 
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standard code of the State. In 1SS1. ~Ir. :\IcClain \Yas appointed profeosor 
in the Law Dcpartm~nt of the State Cniversity. removing to Iowa Cit 
where he was made Vice-Chancellor in 1887 and Chancellor in 1890. u: 
has been long a law writer; hio; prinvipal \Yorks are: '·Outlines of Criminal 
L~w." 1~' 8-i; ·' ~:yuopsis of Elementary La,,· am! La11· of l'crsonal Property;' 
188-±; ·'Digest of Iowa Reports," 11:\:31 aud 1888; ·· Criminal Law," two vol
umes, 1897; "Cases on Law of Carriers," 18():3 and 1896; "Cases on Con
stitutioEn! .L:tw," in l UOU. He Iw~ been n contributor to many law jour
nals aml an active memh·s of the .\mcrican Bttr .\ssociation. In 1894, 
Chancellor :McClain was appointed one of the Commissioners of Iowa to 
ad 1dth Commiosioner,; fr o!ll other StQtes to recommcnrl uniform laws 
on negotiable instruments anu in c-onformity 1Yith their report acts have 
been passed by Yew York, Connecticut, Colorado, Flori<la and other States 
which \Yill probably be the h,ls is of future eonmJ<>reial la\Y in the United 
States. In 1894 Chancellor :McClain was selected by the Senate of Iowa 
as one of the Code Commissioner' to formul~te a revi .-;ed code. Their work 
was the basis of the code adopted by the speciu 1 session of the Twenty
sixth General .\ssembly. Chancellor 1\IeC'lain was selected to prepare the 
annotations of the new coue " ·hich was published in 1897. At the Re
publican State Convention in 1900, he received the nomination for Judge 
of the Supreme Court. and was elected, assuming the unties in January, 

1901. 

:MOSES A. l\fcCOID was born in Logan County. Ohio, on the 5th of 
November, 1840. He was educated at Fairfield University and \Vashington 
College, Pennsylvania. He removed to Rairfield, Iowa, and studied law 
with ,Janws F. \\'ilson of that place from 1858 to 1861. On the 6th of May 
he enlisted in Company E , Sixth Regiment of Volunteer Infantry. He took 
part in the battles of Fort Donelson, t:ihiloh, Corinth. Bear Creek, Resaca 
and O;;t.enaula River. He was first promoted to second lieutenant and later 
to adjutant of the regiment. Upon his return from the war he engaged 
in the practice of law at Fairfield and was chosen District Attorney of the 
Sixth District, serving until 1871 when he was elected to the State Senate 
where he served six years. He was elected to Congress on the Republicau 
ticket in 1878 anu was twice reelected, serving si_:c years. 

GEORGE \Y. 1\IcOR.-\RY was born on the 29th of August. 1835, near 
Evamwille, Indiana. In 18:37 the family emigrated to the "Black Hawk 
Pnuhase," locating in Van Buren County where the son grew to man· 
hood on his father's fnrm. He recl'iYed a liberal Pducation and when 
nineteen bPgan to stud;-· Ia w with Rankin & ~[iller. \Yhen ~Iiller became 
Judge of the l:nitNl SL1tes SupreJJ'e Court. i\fr. ~IcCrary took his place in 
the la\\· firm . In 1S.i7, at the <11!<' of h,·enty-two. :\1r. )fcCrary was elected <t 

Jlppresenhltiw in the HmV'0 of the Sew nth General A.,-;embly. being its 
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In 1861 he was electe.d to the State Senate, serv'il)g 
was · <J-D able .and · influential legislator a,nd in 1868 was 

prf!Sern;ati: ve ·. in Congress fT~:m · t}).e First · Dist:dct; Hl:l was re" 
serving: ei.ght yeats. As chabmail oj the CQ)Ilmittee on 

Forty-second C,ongress .be inf!iatM that .everrcaae &hould 
the evidence; indepeij,dent of •partisJLn cohsidefations. In ' 

CQngr$s as . chair:!Ji@:~ of the. coJ!tmitte¢ on railrolili,s ~ud 
~.tepa1r .. e !a· an/abie repo~t :Q'q .. t~c; ' C!J.'l).,St~tutjo~a( pc;>;W.!lr of • Congress 

1m'mP'rl'P. aJl!ong .. the Sta~S . w.hi¥.4its ~inClJ bee~ regard~d as 
sw>nap· ll~ . .g. ;tb,atpowe". =~t t~e ~i~\l :of~~~· L:9!it~~>t fo_!lo~, 

resJLde:llti:aJ . . ·.: .if!7.~, Mr. McCr~~;cy :O,t1~#~d;.the; iall),OW! 
. tJu!.t perilo\ll' , ci~Iitl.:~v.ersy, .. fl:e ma«le 

. • hdoie t4at tribunal in support ,Q:f )Ji~)eg~lity ~ .of the 
' I:laye!! 11-nd, whe~ the, latter beC!Lm~ P,re$iii~ilk .G~org~ w .. M.c· 
~hosen ~ecl'etary of War, ,ei:lte~in~ .. · · · .. · · 12! '.\.!!77. 

t)lree ,years~ .service in tPM< P,osit\OJ,li · IJ.n!te'd 
pf tl!,e . ;¢ighth . . O.i.f(!liit, ··· ' .. . . · Mi~Qliri, 

Nel)i:aiika, Kli,nsas, ·· · ·· t~i~¢!1 
.tLnd. eii~t~ up9n. tl~e · .~1:1 -lan~ 

· brought to th.e · · <?P-i~-
' . soui!,Q, ~nd . · l.Je' 
associate his 

·· F; ¥iu~r: : .JJl 
. .n<Js}t;io'~;t, gf': 

'liar 

s~~~ ~:~~:~~ 
.PU\Ie 

·· w~s .. ei~cteQ.: 

. f(}~ . tbe ·~ghth . . · . · . · . . . .. . . . . . · ;l$1~ iw W,~s 
ltailrq'ad . CoiblJlf$l!lQ:ner, s~mnir ~t.il'~Qlii . l~S'i, . W~en h~ w~li 
· UI:tited Sta.'t.eli , SeAAtor · ·~JUl t!l~ vft¢llti¢y, Q!lCa.si<!n~d ; by>t\e 

' - _ \. : -

! ·,' 

•) 
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For many years a member of the Iowa Bar; member of its House 
of Representatives, 1863-1864; member of its Senate, 1865-1866; Re

. porter of its Supreme Court, 1867-1875; author of Complete Digest 
,fits Decisions from the earliest Territorial period to the 56th Iowa 
'leports. 

"In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which we cannot be 
eprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory 

and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated 
before the mind, compensate, and inore than compensate, for the alternate 
pleasures and cares of active life." - SIR ARCHIBALD ALLISON. 

"Personal anecdotes, when characteristic, greatly enliven the pages of 
a biography."- SAMUEL SMILES. 

DES MOINES 
THE HOMESTEAD PUBL l SHtNG CO , 
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· .. £Jiild,ren were young it was to them that she devote d her paramount attention. 
_$fie found time, however, to a ssist h er husband, in 1872, _in putting his book on 
'•;M-unicipal Corporations" through the press. He always realized that his itinerant 
· ·_ssional and judicial life had thrown almost exclusively upon his wife the care 

anxieties of the family; and years afterward, when, in 1894, his Yale Univer
Law Lectures were published, h e publicly recognized the obligation which it 

: t:teated, in the dedication of the volume. to her in these words: 
A . P. D . 

. , . : "The years of professional studies, circuit journeyings and judicial itinerancies 
w~ereof this book is in some measure the outcome, as well as the time required for 
i~f! preparation, have been t ak en from your society and compa nionship. The only 

· repara tion possible is to lay these imperfect fruits upon your lap. As to you, in
ileed, they justly belong, this formal dedication serves alike to accredit your title 
'nd to manifest my grateful sense of obligation and affectionate regard." 

;;; : , This inscription was pleasing to Mrs. Dillon, and on her return from Europe, a 
, .trie)ld called her attention to a review of the book in which the writer, speaking of 

. ;, "' •:);ledications to wives, compared this not unfavorably with John Stuart Mill's, where-
.: · ; )ipon her husband said that his was as much inferior to Mill's as Mill's to Tenny

.;:..~ ··~~'~s. '~-

. · · ·¥,"~·: .< I must now bring this narrative to a close. If I have not accomplished all I 
·'desired, I have at least massed or indicated the material on which some future biog-

·. i-apher may do better. 

. . ] udge Dillon died in New York in 1 914, his setting sun leaving behind it, like 
. . tha.t of the day, as it sinks beyond the horizon, the mellow influence of its departing 

. :.~,rays. 
:·,. - --

George W. McCrary. 

This distinguished jurist and statesman was born near Evansville, Indiana, on 
•:!"\.''-'llusr 29, 1835, and died at St. joseph, Missouri, June 23, 1890, at the age of 

His comparatively short life was a remarkable one viewed from any 
. . . He was of Scottish descent, his ancestors having emigrated from Scot-

·. 4a:nd in the early part of the eighteenth century, and settled in the neighborhood of 
Gettysburg, Pennsylvania. From thence his great-grandfather, James McCrary, 

·: moved to North Carolina, prior to the War of the Revolution, and settled in what 
'"'.,.,;: .• ,w;.s then Rowan, but now Iredell County. There his grandfather, John McCrary, 

·'. and likewise his father, James McCrary, .were born. His great-grandfather, James, 
. ~- :Served as a Captain in the Continental Army during the Revolutionary War. The 

... _f.>·~ . *Mrs. Tennyson, always seemingly fragile, outlived her husband, who died 
. _:. '9ctober 6, 1892; but, not long before his death, he signalized their long and felic· 
,; · " ltous union by dedicating to her, in these words, his last book: 

"I thought to myself I would offer this book to you, 
This and my love together, 
To you that are seventy-seven, 

With a faith as clear as the heights of the June-blue heaven 
And a fancy as summer new 

As the green of the bracken amid the gloom of the heather." 
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maiden name of Judge McCrary's mother was Matilda Forrest. About the 
1812, the family removed to Tennessee, afterward to Indiana, and from thence, 
1835, the year of his birth, they removed to McDonough County, Illinois. After 
short residence there, they, in 1837, pushed toward the western frontier, and 
the Father of Waters to Van Buren County, Iowa, then a part of the territory 
Wisconsin. Here, amid the wilds of that new country, he was reared to th at 
wart manhood, which was afterwards able to bear him through the great 11. ueuec:tu;al 
a'nd political emergencies which he was called upon to pass. With a natural thirst 
for knowledge, he acquired the rudiments of an English education, and some knpwl- ·. 
edge of the higher branches of learning. Having early determined to make the law 
his profession, at the age of nineteen, he entered the offices of Miller & R ankin at 
Keokuk, a firm composed of Samuel F. Miller, the subsequently distinguished Jus
tice of the Sup reme Court of the United States, and John W. Rankin, one of the 
ablest lawyers of the Iowa Bar. In 1856, he was admitted to the bar there, at once 
entered upon the practice, and soon after formed a partnership with Mr. R ankin, 
under the firm name of Rankin & McCrary. At the age of twenty-two, in 185 7, he 
was elected to the Iowa House of Representatives, and was the youngest member of · • 
that body. Four years later, in I 861 , he was elected to the State Senate, where he 
served four years. During the first two years of his Senatorial term, he w as chair
man of the Committee on Indian Affairs, at that time one of the most important 
Committees of that body, and during his last two years, he served as Chainnan of 
the Judiciary Committee. In 1868, at the age of thirty-three, he was elected to 
and took his seat in the National House of Representatives. He was re-elected to 
the forty-second, forty-third and forty-fourth Congresses, and served with marked 
ability and distinction. Having displayed great legal ability, a strong love of jus
tice and fair p lay that enabled him to rise above party prejudices in the considera
tion of contested election cases, he took rank as one of the best lawyers in that body, 
and as authority upon election law. In accordance with the general desire of his 
fellow members, he was appointed in the forty-second Congress, by Speaker Blair.. 
Chairman of the Committee on Elections, and in that capacity, induced the Housr 
of Representatives, probably for the first time in its history, to consider contested 
election cases upon their merits, irrespective of party affiliations. Upon the as
sembling of the forty-third Congress, questions relating to transportation and matters 
connectec:L with the subject of interstate commerce were attracting great public in
terest, and Mr. McCrary was made Chairman of the Committee on Railroads and 
Canals, to which all these subjects were referred, and to which he gave Lis best 
thought and action. He prepared the report on the constitutional power of Con
gress to regulate interstate commerce, which was regarded as one of the ablest and 
most exhaustive papers ever presented to Congress. Having reported a bill on the 
subject, he advocated it before the House with remarkable power, and aft~r one of 
the most memorable debates on record, it passed that body. This seems b J have 
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'" 'Jiil>:~>~i'!-ttte original basis of subsequent legislation regulating interstate commerce. He 
:. the author of and introduced the measure proposing the appointment of an elect
~'1' commission, the adoption of which brought about a peaceful solution of the 
.cmt!ltbtng questions which had arisen concerning the result of the Presidential elec
'lionl lif 1876, when Hayes and Tilden were the opposing candidates, "and which 

:·''now, in view of the danger which it obviated, be-regarded as wise statesman-
- ; no matter how we may differ as to the correctness of the decision reached." 

. ·jq~~~as one of the Joint Committee which framed the electoral bill, afterwards acted 
-e .. of the Republican Counsel before the Commission and made one of the 
-~est arguments sustaining the election of President Hayes. The country was 
.t_ evenly divided in opinion as to what had been the actual result of the Pres-

_ja:l contest. That tumult · and war were imminent, no one who distinctly recol
_that period will question. In this emergency, he was the first to step forward 
_the proposition referred to for the adoption of a lawful and peaceful solution 
e .difficulty. He always believed that under all the circumstances, this was a 

_·,-~~~ measure of statesmanship, which gave to the country peace instead of turmoil, 
amicable adjustment instead of possible Civil War. 

In the Forty-fourth Congress, he was created a member of the Judiciary Com
on which he served with distincti.on. He was the author of the bill to re

the Judiciary of the United States, which he advocated on the floor as well 
_ . ,~,:ommittee and which finally passed the House by a large majority. 

In 18 77, he was appointed Secretary of War. In this position, he began the 
....... o"'.''- work leading to the publication of the official records of the great 

ar. The Signal Service Bureau was improved and connected with similar 
abroad; and the authority of the Department was construed by the Sec-

for the first time to be sufficiently broad to authorize the issuing of tents, 
and rations, to persons rendered destitute by pestilence, the immediate ceca

being the destitution in southern Mississippi, resulting from an epidemic of 
fever . 

. · In 1879, he resigned his position in the Cabinet to accept the appointment of 
States Circuit Judge for the Eighth Judicial Circuit, and assumed his duties 

~nuary, 1880. The pre-eminent manner in which he discharged the duties of 
high office is a part of our Judicial History. He had during his Congressional 

maintained to a great extent his practice in both the State and Federal 
, .· and his Congressional labors had been principally along the lines of legal and 
~t>ilstitutional research. Hence, though coming fresh from the political field, where 

are generally ruined rather than made, he brought to the bench a discipline, 
under the subjection of his naturally judicial mind enabled him to discharge 

. c:luties of his position to the entire satisfaction of a bar made critical under the 
. . · of his eminent predecessor, Judge Dillon. Of all the judges it has 
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been my fortune, in the course of a long professional life to see, 1-think'Jwig~, ML 
Crary exhibited the most perfect judicial temperament. His equanimityii.was P~r; 
petual; nothing could ruffle or disturb it; he held the scales with such an imparti~l 
hand, that though he might have formed an opinion on the facts, no one could dis
cover it during the progress of the trial, from anything in his bearing. His decisiens : 
to be found in the five volumes of McCrary's Circuit Court Reports, will endure· a~ 
monuments of his superior ability as a judge. 

In 1884, he resigned the judgeship to accept the position of General Counsel 
of the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad Company. To this he was moved 
by the largely increased salary he would receive which would enable him the b~tter 
to provide for his family, and approaching age. In this I thought and still think 
he made a mistake, for it is morally certain t!_lat had he remained on the Cir~uit 
Bench, he would in the near future have been elevated to that of the Supreme Court-·, •_ · 
of the United States. As a law writer, his "American Laws of Elections," which 
is the standard authority on that subject, entitle him to a place in the front rank. 

Personally, he was one of the mildest and most amiable of men. I becarne '::' 
acquainted with him when we were both young, more than fifty years ago, and the · 
friendship thus begun continued to the day of his death. Our first meeting was in 
the forepart of January, 1864. We were both members of the Tenth Genera,! _ 
Assembly and were on our way to the Capitol. The railroad from Keokuk to Des ~,;: 
Moines had been extended only to Eddyville, some ten miles west of Ottumwa, and 
the remainder of the way, some eighty miles, had to be made in conveyances of the 
Western Stage Company. The winter was an unusually severe one and the day 01!'·; _ 
which we were to commence our journey from Eddyville was one of the coldest of ,_.
the season; so cold that the Stage Company, instead of the uslljl vehicle, had placed -. -
a wagon-box on the top of runners. Into that was put an abundance of stra.w and 
blankets, on which we were to lie down and be covered with buffalo robes, plentiful 
enough at that time. . We placed ourselves in position, and here to me arose an em
barrassment, of which the judge was afterwards fond of occasionally telling. He 
said that, dressing after the fashion of some young men, I wore a stove-pipe hat, 
which I could not lie down in and for which no safe receptacle could well be found. 
I frankly confess that a stove-pipe hat was hardly the thing for a journey of that 
kind, but we managed to find a place for it and I made the journey without any, 
covering my head with the robes. 

Our personal friendship and association continued in Iowa until he removed to 
Kansas City, in 1884, where I found him when I went there in 1886, when o~r 
friendly relations were renewed and continued. I never saw him ruffled or exhibit 
the least temper in the whole course of our acquaintance. During a portion of the 
time we were in Kansas City, we used to go camping out and trout fishing on the 
upper waters of the Rio Grande River in Colorado, which furnished both enjoyment 
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~~ healthful exercise. Through these various associations, I came to know him 
• · and the more intimately I knew him, the more I admired and venerated him . 
. few personages in our history can be found with a nature so well rounded and 

such perfect equipoise. His tastes were purely intellectual and withal 
as to be absohrt~ly devoid of that gross alloy which constitutes the weak

Jnd impairs the usefulness of so many distinguished men. His sympathy for 
. t(lfi unfortunate was warm and responsive. He believed, as he constantly exempli
lt¢1'1, in the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. As a legislator, he 

_ .:) 5 ,wise; as a jurist, profound; as a public servant, clean; as a man, beneficent and 
·ilst. 

--:..; In religious belief, Judge McCrary was, like Judge Samuel F. Miller, a Uni-
- "There was no uncertainty in the tone of his Christianity, and he vigorous-

combatted the effort made in I 886 by certain Unitarian churches to commit 
· ~at denomination to a purely ethical belief, declaring that his church stood for a 
. ' ~itive faith in God, in immortality, in worship and in personal righteousness as 
~~mplified in the teachings of Jesus Christ." With innumerable opportunities to 
Q~Qr:ne rich, he died poor, leaving to his descendants a legacy of incomparable 

. · · \\rarth. 

~' A widow, whose maiden name was Helen A. Gelatt, three daughters and two 
still survive. The youngest son, George, is now a practicing lawyer in Kansas 

One of the daughters is the wife of Henry L. McCune, a gentleman of high 
and a lawyer of rank and first-class ability, who for quite a while presided 

distinction as one of the Judges of the Circuit Court at Kansas City, from 
· he subsequently resigned to re-enter the practice. To Judge McCune, I am 

_·. ebted for some of the data comprised in the foregoing sketch. 

Henr)) C. Caldwell. 

Biography is the soul of history, and biography in its turn must properly rest 
facts, incidents, and achievements attendant upon the person, and to some ex-

on the consensus of public and private opinion in relation thereto, rather than 
the mere statement or estimate of the biographer. In this wise I shall en

iftlea,rnr to corroborate by particular facts what I may say in a more general way 
-~ toticerning the subject of this sketch . 

. . · · Of all the distinguished men I have known in my time, none stand out as striking
~ Jy along the line of remembrance as Henry Clay Caldwell. It is considerably more 

. · than a half century since I first saw him. He was then twenty-five, I was twenty. 
was at Ottumwa, Iowa, while I was being examined for admission to the bar by 

committee appointed by the court for that purpose, according to the usage then 
,.,..,.,... ~,,u·.""· The committee consisted of Christian W. Slagle, of Fairfield, Amos 
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GEORGE WASHINGTON McCRARY 

George Washington McCrary, United States Representa
tive and 37th Secretary of War, was born August 29, 1835, 
in VandePburg County, near Evansville, Indiana. His Scot
tish great grandfather, ] ames McCrary, had been a captain 
in the Continental Army during the Revolutionary War. 
George's father, James, was born in Rowan (now Iredell) 
County, North Carolina. His mother was Matilda Forrest. 

During the year of his birth George's parents moved 
from Indiana to McDonough County, Illinois. He was 
scarcely a year old when they struck out boldly across the 
western fron1ier toward the northwest. They halted near 
Keosauqua, in what is now Van Buren County, Iowa. That 
part of the country, having been Michigan territory for a 
time, was just becoming organized. In 1836 it became in
cluded in the territory of Wisconsin. In 1838 Wisconsin was 
halved, the western section becoming the territory of Iowa 
and comprising tbe present state of Iowa with portions of 
Minnesota and the Dakotas. 

Young Geo•rge grew to stalwart manhood in the wilds of 
this new country. His natural thirst for .knowledge asserting 
itself, he went to a local school when his farm duties would 
permit. He late1: secured a superficial academi~ training. 
Determined to make law his life work, he presented himself 
in 1854 to Samuel F. Miller, who subsequently became a 
judge of the U. S. Supreme Court and ] ohn W. Rankin, a 
most able barTister, who were in partnership in Keokuk. 
Studying earnestly, he was admitte-d to the bar in 1856, the 
year in which he became of age. 

Almost immediately he entered a partnership with Mr. 
Rankin. Prominent as an attorney, he developed an interest 
in politics, which a-t that time presented a clear track to 
young men of ambition and intelligence. Within a year (1857) 
he was elected a Republican member of the Iowa House of 
Representatives. That year, incidentally, was the one in 
which William Worth Belknap (q. v., Oct. 15th issue), another 
Keokuk attorney who later hecame Secretary of War, was 
admitted to the state legislature as a Douglas Democrat. 

In 1861 George McCrary was chosen for the state Sen
ate. He served through the Civil War as chairman of the 
Military Affairs committee and also for two yea.rs as head of 
the committees on Military Affairs and the Judiciary. 

He was elected in 1868 to the 41st Congress, and by sub
sequent elections to the 42nd, 43rd and 44th Congresses. 

Page Two 

He was not a candidate for the 45th. During his entire period 
at Washington, McCrary served with distinction, taking rank 
as one of the leading lawyers of Congress. He wa's a thor
ough, la:borious and trustworthy worker. On t<he subject of 
election laws he was a recognized authority. In 1875 he 
published at Chicago a most authoritative work, "The 
American Law of Elections," described by him as being the 
first attempt in this country to gather together, arrange and 
consider in c.onvenient form, the scattered a.djudications 
relating to election laws. 

Transportation and interstate commerce prdblems re
ceived much attention when McCrary was chairman of the 
Committee on Railroads and Canals during the 43rd Con
gress. According to a contemporary authority (Edward H. 
Stiles, "Recollections and Sketches"), he prepared a repmt, 
one of the ablest and most exhaustive papers ever presented 
'to the House, on the ~onstitutional power of Congress to 
regulate interstate commerce. Before his bill was passed he 
took part in one of the most remark•abl·e debates on record. 
It has since become a basis of mu~h subsequent legi slation 
on the same subject. 

He served as a member of the Judiciary Committee in the 
44th Congress, and was the author of the law under which 
the United States Judiciary System was reorganized. 

McCrary's love of fair play permitted him to rise beyond 
petty party prejudices in contested election cases. It was 
he who proposed to the joint committee to count the votes 
in the Tilden-Hayes presidential controversy in 1876. He 
framed and introduced the bill laid before Congress in De
cember of that year, the passage of which resulted in the 
appointment of an electoral commission. "Tumult and war 
were imminent . . . In the emergency he was the first to 
step forward with the proposition . . . for the adoption of a 
peaceful solution of t'he difficulty . . . " He afterwards act·ed 
as Republican counsel before the commission, making one of 
the strongest speeches sustaining the election of Hayes. 

When the commission declared that Rutherford B. Hayes 
had heen elected President, McCrary was appointed by the 
Presi·dent-elect as Secretary of War, his commission being 

· dated March 12, 1877. Applying himself to his new responsi
bilities with characteristic. indus·try, he began t he first 
systematic work leading to the publication of official records 
of the Civil War. Stiles credits him with being the first 
Secretary to interpret his authority as being broad enough 
to extend War Department aid and equipment to "persons 
r endered destitute by pestilence" , the immediate occasion 
being a yellow fever epi·demic in southern Mississ ippi. 

Secretary McCrary resigned from office in 187.9 to be
come U. S. Circuit ] udge of the 8th ] udicial Circuit. Of this 
period, Mr. Stiles says: "Of all the judges it has ibeen my 
fortune to meet . . . I think that ] udge McCrary e xhibited 
the most perfect judicial temperament. His equanimity was 
perfect ... His decisions will endure as monuments of his 
superior ability . . . As a legislator he was wis·e; as a 
jurist, profound; as a public servant, clean; as a man, 
beneficial and just." 

] udge McCrary resigned from the Circuit Court in 1884 
when, besides resuming private practice, he became general 
consulting counsel of the A. T. & S. F. Railroad. He retired 
in 1889, and died at the home of his daughter in St. Joseph, 
Missouri, June 23, 1890. His wif.e, nee Helen A. Ge latt, and 
five children, survived him. 
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Exeter Academy, Exeter, N.H., and Princeton College; was 
graduated from Harvard University in 1882 and from the 
laW department of that institution in 1886; was admitted to 
the bar the same year and commenced practice in New York 
City; trustee of the village of South Orange, N.J., 1893-1895, 
1901-1905, and in 1910; delegate to the Democratic National 
Convention in 1904 and 1908; vice president of the Essex 
County (N.J.) Democratic committee; elected as a Democrat 
to the Sixty-second and Sixty-third Congresses and served 
from March 4, 1911, until October 3, 1914, when he resigned; 
appointed by President Wilson on October 5, 1914, as an 
associate justice, and on May 31, 1918, as chief justice, of the 
supreme court of the District of Columbia and served until 
his retirement on December 8, 1929; resided in Washington, 
D.C., until 1932, when he moved to Cambridge, Mass., where 
he died on July .17, 1933; interment in Troy Cemetery, Troy, 
N.Y. 

1\fcCOY, William, a Representative from Virginia; born 
near Warrenton, Fauquier County, Va.; member of the State 
house of delegates 1798-1804; delegate to the State constitu
tional convention in 1829 and 1830; elected as a Republican 
to 'the Twelfth Congress; reelected to the Thirteenth through 
Twentieth Congresses and reelected as a Jacksonian to the 
Twenty-first and Twenty-second Congresses (March 4, 1811-
March 3, 1833); chairman, Committee on Claims (Twentieth 
Congress); died in Charlottesville, Va., in 1864; interment in 
the University of Virginia Cemetery. 

McCRACKEN, Robert McDowell, a Representative from 
Idaho; born in Vincennes, Knox County, Ind .. , March 15, 
1874; moved to Carmi, Ill., in 1880; attended the public 
schools; went West in 1891 and settled in Blackfoot, 
Bingham County, Idaho; taught school in Blackfoot until 
1897; employed as a clerk in the United States Surveyor 
General's office in Boise, Idaho, 1897-1902; studied law; was 
admitted to the bar in 1902 and commenced practice in 
Blackfoot; chief clerk of the State house of representatives in 
1903; prosecuting attorney of Bingham County 1904-1906; 
elected a member of the State house of representatives from 
Bingham County in 1906 for a two-year term; moved to Boise 
in 1907 and continued the practice of law; elected to the 
State house of representatives from Ada County in 1908 for 
a two-year term; elected as a Republican to the Sixty-fourth 
Congress (March 4, 1915-March 3, 1917); unsuccessful candi
date for renomination; during the First World War was 
commissioned a captain in the Chemical Warfare Service; 
resumed the practice of his profession in Boise, Ada County, 
Idaho; was seeking the Republican nomination for election 
to Congress and while campaigning was in an automobile 
accident, which resulted in his death, in Emmett, Idaho, 
May 16, 1934; interment in Blackfoot Cemetery, Blackfoot, 
Idaho. 

1\fcCRARY, George Washington, a Representative from 
Iowa; born near Evansv:ille, Vanderburg County, Ind., 
August 29, 1835; moved to the Territory of Iowa in 1836 with 
his parents, who settled in Van Buren County; attended the 
public schools; studied law; was admitted to the· bar in 1856 
and commenced practice in Keokuk, Iowa; member of the 
State _house of representatives in 1857; served in the State 
senate in 1861-1865; elected as a Republican to the Forty
·first and to the three succeeding Congresses (March 4, 1869-
March 3, 1877); chairman, Committee on Elections (Forty
second Congress), Committee on Railways and Canals (Forty
third Congress); was not a candidate for renomination in 
1876; Secretary of War in the Cabinet of President Hayes 
frorn March 12, 1877, to December 11, 1879, when he re
signed; served as United States judge of the eighth judicial 

circuit 1880-1884; moved to Kansas City, Mo.; became gener
al counsel for the Atchison, Topeka & Santa Fe Railroad Co. 
in 1884; died in St. Joseph, Mo., June 23, 1890; interment in 
Oakland Cemetery, Keokuk, Iowa. 

Bibliography: DAB. 

McCRATE, John Dennis, a Representative from Maine; 
born in Wiscasset, Maine, October 1, 1802; was graduated 
from Bowdoin College, Brunswick, Maine, in 1819; studied 
law; was admitted to the bar and practiced in Damariscotta, 
Maine, 1823-1835 and in Wiscasset 1835-1850; member of 
the State house of representatives 1831-1835; customs collec
tor 1836-1841; elected as a Democrat to the Twenty-ninth 
Congress (March 4, 1845-March 3, 1847); resumed the prac
tice of law in Wiscasset, Maine; moved to Boston, Mass., and 
continued the practice of his profession until 1852 when he 
moved to Sutton, Mass., and engaged in agricultural pur
suits; died in Sutton, Worcester County, Mass., on September 
11, 1879; interment in Ancient Cemetery, Wiscasset, Lincoln 
County, Maine. 

McCREARY, George Deardorff, a Representative from 
Pennsylvania; born at York Springs, Adams County, Pa., on 
September 28, 1846; moved with his parents to Philadelphia 
in 1864; attended public and private schools; entered the 
University of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia in 1864 and re
mained until 1867, when he left to take a position with a 
coal company of which his father was president; began an 
independent business career in 1870; elected treasurer of the 
city and county of Philadelphia in November 1891, and 
served until 1895; elected as a Republican to the Fifty-eighth 
and to the four succeeding Congresses and serve·d- from 
March 4, 1903, to March 3, 1913; chairman, Committee on 
Ventilation and Acoustics (Sixty-first Congress); was not a 
candidate for renomination in 1912; engaged in banking; 
died in Philadelphia, Pa., July 26, 1915; interment in Laurel 
Hill Cemetery. 

McCREARY, James Bennett, a Representative and a Sen
ator from Kentucky; born in Richmond, Madison County, 
Ky., July 8, 1838; attended the common schools; graduated 
from Centre College, Danville, Ky., in 1857 and from the law 
department of Cumberland University at Lebanon, Tenn., in 
1859; was admitted to the bar in 1859 and commenced prac
tice in Richmond, Ky.; entered the Confederate Army in 
1862 and attained the rank of lieutenant colonel before the 
close of the Civil War; member, State house of representa
tives 1869-1875, serving as speaker 1871-1875; Governor of 
Kentucky 1875-1879; appointed by President Benjamin Har
rison a delegate to the International Monetary Conference 
held in Brussels, Belgium, in 1892; elected as a Democrat to 
the Forty-ninth and to the five succeeding Congresses 
(March 4, 1885-March 3, 1897); unsuccessful candidate for 
renomination in 1896; resumed the practice of law; elected 
as a Democrat to the United States Senate in 1902 and 
served from March 4, 1903, to March 3, 1909; unsuccessful 
candidate for reelection in 1908; Governor of Kentucky 
1912-1916; unsuccessful candidate for election to the United 
States Senate in 1914; resumed the practice of law; died in 
Richmond, Ky., October 8, 1918; interment in Richmond 
Cemetery. 

Bibliography: DAB. 

McCREARY, John, a Representative from South Carolina; 
born near Fishing Creek, about eighteen miles -from Chester, 
S.C., in 1761; received his schooling from private tutors; 
becam_e a surveyor; also engaged in agricultural pursuits; 
served in the Revolutionary War; member of the State house 
of representatives, 1794-1799 and 1802; sheriff of Chester 
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1860 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for George w. Mccrary in Iowa 

c onta'" u c: !-BOO-ANCESTRY 

1997-2011 Ancestry.c-om Corp..:rnte lnfcrmatr:"'ll 

Name: George W Mccrary 

Age in 1860: 25 

Birth Year: abt 1835 

Birthplace : Indiana 

Home in 1860: Keokuk Ward 1, Lee, Iowa 

Gender : Male 

Post Office: Keokuk 

Value of real \;;._.,\ tnld<J,.' 

estate: 

Household Name 
Members: ,;c·•-·r~w v.; ;-;, ,_,-,Jr, 

lll;!k:il r\i i'-1LCT{li\ 

r·r.:.H1u~-- E f"'icl.rdry 

C-lrniln•' r--1< cr.1r~ 

Ht.'fl!.Y C Trdvi~. 

t.u~~r(:tt~..:l .ior1n:·.\·1n 

Source Citation: Year: 1860, Census Place· Keokuk Ward 1, Lee, Iowa; 
Roll: M653_ 330; Page: 128 ; Image· 130; Family H1story L< brary Film: 803330. 

Age 

25 
24 
2 
4/12 
21 
20 

Ancestry. com 1860 Un ited States Federal Census [database on
l!ne]. Provo, UT, USA. Ancestry .com Operattons, Inc., 2009. 
Images reproduced by FamdySearch. 

Onginal data: 1860 U.S. census, populatton schedule. NARA mtcrofl!m publtcation 
M653, 1,438 rolls. Washtngton, D.C: Nattonal Archives and Records Adrninistratton, 
n .d. 

Description: 
Thts database ts an 1ndex t o tndtv tdua!s enu merated tn the 1860 Un1ted States 
Federa l Census, the Eighth Census of t he Umted States. Census t akers recorded 
many detai ls includrng each person's nam e, age as of the census day , sex, color ; 
btrthplace , occupation of males over age ftfteen , and more. No relationshtps were 
shown between members of a househc'd. Additiona ·y, the names of those listed on 
t he popula tiOn schedule are ltnked t o actual tmages of t he 1860 Federal Cen -us. 

!>RlVP.CY POLlCY 1 Pr f'f''.; and Conct.tl01<:-

Ancestry .com 

http:/ I search. ancestry .com/ cgi-bin/sse.dll ?indiv= 1 &db= 1860usfedcenancestry%2c&rank= ... 
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1880 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for George W. Mccrary in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1·80D-ANCESTRY 

Name: George W. Mccrary 

Home in 1880: Keokuk, Lee, Iowa 

Age: 46 

Estimated Birth abt 1834 
Year: 

Birthplace: Indiana 

Relation to Head Self (Head) 
of Household: 

Spouse's Name: Elnieir Mccrary 

Father's Indiana 
birthplace: 

Mother's Indiana 
birthplace: 

Neighbors: View other~ on gage 

Occupation: Supreme Judge 

Marital Status: Married 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

7annot read wnte: 
Blind: View image 

Deaf and dumb: 

ocmeb'l'iae rsa e : 
Idiotic or 

msane: 
Household Name Age 
f'lembers: George W. Mccrar)l 46 

Elnielr....Mccrar)l 40 
Frank Mccrary 22 
Carrie Mccrar)l 20 
Katia Mccrar)l 16 
Nellie Mccrqa 12 
Georgie Mccrar)l 7 
Mar)' Newman 43 
Mary R~osor 23 
Scott)' Holt 25 

Source Citation: Year: 1880; Census Place: Keokuk, Lee, Iowa; Roll: 350; 
Fam1ly H>story Film: 1254350; Page: 2608; Enumerat1on D1stnct: 18; Image: 0202. 

Ancestry .com and The Church of Jesus Chnst of Latter-day Satnts. 
1880 United States Federal Census (database on-line]. Provo, UT, 
USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2010. 1880 U.S. Census Index 
provtded by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Samts © 
Copyright 1999 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. All 
use rs subject to the ltmtted use IJCense and other terms and 
conditrons applicable to this site . 

Original data: Tenth CensLtS of the United States, 1880. {NARA microfilm publtcat1on 
T9, 1,454 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. Nat1onal 
Archives, Washmgton, D.C. 

Description: 
This database is an 1ndex to 50 million 1ndiv1duals enumerated in the 1880 Umted 
States Federal Census. Census takers recorded many details includmg each person's 
name, address, occupation, relationship to the head of household, race, sex, age at 
last b>rthday, marital status, place of birth, parents' place of b>rth. Additionally, the 
names of those l1sted on the populat1on schedule are linked to actual images of the 
1880 Federal Census. I €dl.11 !IJUrt· 

Ancestrv.com 81oq Aff1hates Gtft MembershiPS 
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Ancestry .com 

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-binlsse.dll?indiv=1&db=1880usfedcen%2c&rank=O&gsfn=... 7113/2011 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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North America 

GEORGE WASHINGTON MC CRARY 
Male 

Event(s): 
Birth: 
Christening: 
Death: 23 JUN 1890 
Burial: 

Parents: 
Father: 
Mother: 

JAMES MC CRARY 
MATILDA FORREST 

Marriages: 
Spouse: HELEN A. GELA TT 
Marriage: 11 MAR 1857 , Van Buren, Iowa 
Husband Age at Marriage: 22 
Wife Age at Marriage: 22 

Messages: 

Pedigree 

Family 

Form submitted by a member of the LOS Church. The form lists the submitter's name and address and may 
include source information. The address may be outdated. Details vary. To find the form, you must know the 
batch and sheet number. 

Source Information: 
Batch Number: 7310622 
Sheet: 15 
Source Call No.: 0822758 Type: Film 

An official Web site of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
© 2008 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved . 

http://www.familysearch.org/eng/search/IGI!individual_record.asp?recid=500127973068& ... 7/13/2011 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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George Washington McCrary (1835- 1890)- Find A Grave Photos 
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Next Day Nationwi de Casket Delivery 

As l o w as $895 w / Fre e d elive r y 
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George Washington McCrary 
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Added by: Mike Reed 
1/26/2005 
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