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Standard Form For Members of the Le91slature 

Name of Representative c9i?nt.de..t-1 &..,.;IM~.I Senator ___ _ 

A1~l ), /, 1 i."' (l'b, g, tJ, ~t ck· -t. 

I t ' ( I 

1. Birthday and place ~7-~n~ /i'lrt ~"1:· ~tl:..._:· fi~ .. ;
7 

M> '·14'~,-t­
_.,-; ! C..~V ...;/. ~~a-.L. /i-..z6._-:-,/4i;v 

2 . Marriage {s) date place 

.. 
3 . Significant events for example: 

A. Business _________________ __________________________ __ 

B. Civic responsibilities_~~~-~L~~~-~~~~t~'~•~~~/ __________________ _ 

c. Profession~,;2~ .. ~~~~~~~~~-------------------------------------

6. Public Offices 

A. 
t 

B. State _________________ ________________ ___ 

C. National ___ _ _ _ _ _ __________ ______ _ __ 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

• 

----~---------------------

11 . Deg rees __________ __________ _ _ _ __ 
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N" GvUN'l,Y, IOWA, ~r.HUURDAY, NOVEl\illEH ~!l. J8!J-L 

'ree . -:_ .. :.;.. :.:;.:::::__ - ·--- _ .... - -·· -·· -:::::_;::::::: ~.:.:__· ... 

ool 
·es to the Consun·1er 
r and Cheaper C:lothing. 

<. • 

.. stocll: 
or ~IC'Il S :IIIII )!(Jyi'\ Hul ~s aucl ()l···r•'ll:ll·· i ·: 
\'c! I'Y I.IIIW~ l,illi'\ Sea~un , nut! 1111t ~l ltc· n·· 
rl11•·c:ll 11s low ns Fll l~I~ ''r'CHIL l'l'i•·• ·:-; c·:w 

't.ill'lll 

!:-;I he• llr~l. la w of :'\al,lll'l', aucl lwlw\'ill)! I hal I II•• 
S(lrlll l! :11111 Fall or IXII."t will llrilll.! allttlll 11 cle•c·iclc•rl 
J:c•chu:Lioll ill Llw l'rlcn or CIC1Lhilll.'. \\'t• ha ,.,. clc•l I' I"· 
111111ecJ I ll prol,et•t, IIUI'St!l\'e,; lly ••losi111-: IIIII I ht• l'r11· 
t.c•el.c•d Sl.ocl\ 111111 utnlw moru r111' 1.111' Il l'\\' 111:11 aro· 
II CJW lu:lut: lll llllllfltcturc!l fr~llll Jo'lll·:l·: \\'<H>I.. 

NO. 129. 

,:.,_, , 
, f ' I•'" •• 

,t• • ... 1 .. ' I I' 

. =·. ".... ; .:~r · . 
•. , oJ. ,J., 

. .. 

. ':. : 

w!.'i!I!J ott!' proposition to /11(/tttr. !fOil to f'ffll. all(/ str! 1-cl ON . P . 1'. OL.'i'vl~'I\E U. 
A~ II :~u Sunday niJ.(h t, :r\o\'. :!.",t.h , 

Jro :-;, Jliii:>J·!A!' I'A<;J-! 0J.~I~1'JW. 

a l'f! will. ill// to do, I lterebu rt,r;n:t•. tl ttfHJ/1 rompa J'" 

'Jritr's tdtlt tlte Small Clotllill.fJ G'olttr•n,s i11 or Ollt­

ft(}rf'.r;or, to pau uour miii'O(Id /'rtrt•. lwteL bill all(/ 
'!'he oldest, se~t.l el' in nol'llieaslel'll 

Iowa has pa~~e<l away: cnt.erccl Into 
cl cnw l rest.. A na~l\'e of Franld ln 

'fOil/' //IOilt'/1 if Ollf goods arc !lOt t!IM/H' /' !!trw lllf.U Count.,,·. \' cl'lll011l,homnear St. Albans 

Ju,r;/d ill .HtOJ('fJOI' or '·}/earr•r lwme · ·. 
. a11cl llurlln ~:tnu . :'ll nrc·ll :!~ Lh . 11(1 11: 

l sJI ·t tins t.hcm.:ron• hi,; :1 1-'c: ll':t" ;.-, ,\'ea1·~ nntl x 

·opositi011 P IIHIIIlhs. 'l'hl' fam ll,l' Is or l•:n:,:llsh 
<lcsccl1t.: th e ~I'Cill.·)!l'ltllll rat.li cr, Darllt'l 
Ollnstccl was horn lu Cctll!ICt:l.leut .. Lo 

t<luecnwnt ·we offer is: A discount of wh lch);~ltLe hl:;ll111!1:SLOI'S(~Illi).!l'illcclln 
1010 fnJnl J•:n~la n d. '!'In: 11e~L In il11c: 

tl1 Off 

ti ... Off 

OI'Cl In t.h e \llei\IOI'Y or llllY rcsitlcnt ur Lhls Coll11LY han: 
tel! an o!Ter. N ot' I~ there a mcrchunJ. In Clayt.<JII ot· 
Count.ll'll t.hat. will gl\'O the mille!! we otTc•t· t .hl~ Sl'llst>ll. 

"" clcst:clll. Xa Lh:lll. whosl! bii'LII al:-;o 
CJCt:II ITt'cl Ill the: :\ ut. t11CJ.:" i'it,atc. tool\ 
parLIn Llll! \\'Il l' ror I ntlc!JlCIHlt•ncc alon:t 
wi ll! s<:rcral of his brutliCI'S, 

'l'imuLil)' ( >lm~lctl, Lhc l"at.ltcr of out· 
:<uhjcct, was lJol'tt In lilii 111 ConuccLI· 
l'lll. and ~rew Lomanhoocl on t.hc same 
1':11'111 WI! il'h had hecll lJCI!II plc:Jl fo:· 
)'l~:li'S by hl i'\ fc.II'I!J'athel'S, AholiL ISIIII 
he I'Cilllll'ccl Lo Fmnldln Cn1111L,\', \'L .. 
where flll'l,h e rctuaiJHl el' or Ill:; life l i t! 
cugagell In c:uit.lmt.lnl{ ~~ J'ar111. In 
11nlitk.~ he w11s a will!£, and ho wa:~ 1111 
A11t.l·:'llaso111ll· t.h c time uft.he ld lllnu 
or ~lmun11. l: t•lll!iousl,r he was con nee· 
'ovl \\' H h t h<' c ' nnP'I'Hftj1 t io•':ll ( 'Jq~ ''( '1 ' 

111 ~11(, l'ilLIICI' tn hi!' Slli'JII'Isullll'Y left., 
and this was t h e only t.lme lu his 
l!l l!'hl, yr.a rs or l'XJICI"ICIII!e With t.hl' 
l udl:;ns Llmt. h e hellc\'ecl they rncn nL 
hi Ill personaL hlll'lll. 

I 11 the sprln~: or lit! I the hi'CJLht'I'S 
sold tl!c!IJ' t:lalm and I'COI'I\'ed to t.hn 
lli'C~I! IIL !> lle: or M onona, Wilel'C they 
l.!ach touk upland. l'hlneas P.Ohm;tecl 
lnil lt. a Jo~ house, the llrst. one In Mo· 
llllllll, :tllfl Ill ll'~IIW ILI! a n ephew st.ni'L· 
ctl tiH" IIJ·s t. J.:t'JH.:ral stol'e In the town. 
'1'111! sanw ,\'l!lll' a pust.-o1llce was C>4tUIJ· 
Jlsl!c!d h!!I'C, lllll' subject. l.Jc(IIJr the lii'SL 
J 'osLnlast.c•J', hcJn~ 11l1POint.ed 1111<11!1' 
'1'nyiCII''.~ allJnlnlstrntlon. At. the end 
ur thrcu yean; h() rc:!lgnccl. locnLinJ.: 
on Ll<l' )1lae•c where he l'csldccl u )Ito 
lhn Lillie or his death. At. \'lll'luus 
Limes he has owned sc\'eral fUI'II!!4 niHl 
has 1-'l\'t! ll to hi~ chlldl'cuuuou t. thr·cc 
huncl n·d and t.lllrLy act·es, st.llll'el.nln­
in~ n pl·upcl'l,y o l' abunt. t.he l!lllnc ill'ca . 

· • l'l' PIII h· r :!ti,lfl-1:1, M1·. Olmsted 11111 1'• 
rlctl llall lo .• ll nowe, who wn~ uom 
ncar ,\lha n,r. :\, Y., and llil'Y ha\'C 
had ~ l x tlang-hlct·s and t.wo I'IU ti~C to 
hlcss Lhclr unltm. Eunice! I~ dct•c:tst•d 
:uul 1 he ol111·rs In lll'th'l' of hi t·• I• . .,.,. 
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<ht<retimflt "·e otter IS : 1\. <LI~count ot 

tl1 Off 
el)'s a.J)d JJoys' Overcoats 

tl1 Off 
21)'S aJ)d JJoysJ §bits, 
e in the memory or any r·csldent. of Ll1i:o: CuunLY have 
II an oftct·. '!'lor· Is there a mcrchanL In Clayton or 
ount.ics t.hat. will give the vnlucl! we oiTcl' t~ ltl:; ~t·asoiJ. 
It CLOT! n;1; O'N and cion t lie lll'olliH] w:t I ling for 
!I', 

e Lead but N elf er FoUow' 
S'!'Hll\.1•: W hllu tiiC IHON Is l!OT. 
Wl'KUa: for· your :-:ions a ntl the I I' :--1 rc. 
STltll\1~ right out for SULLIVAN'S anrlm:tl\c your put·cltases 
while Lite assort.mcnt Is la rl{c. There willlJc a rush by cHII' com· 
llCLit.ors to t.he Printing ulllces to head niT the eiTecL of ou1· pro11· 
o:o:iLion. '.rake no stock In their oiTers, a:: t.ltcy can ca:;ll,l' ''mark 
their ~:oodl! up" one fi!Lh antl give same tliscuunt oiTercci by us. 

BMBBR_.....,-.._ 
llllt' lllfN I ~ lliiO· fltlh or I ho Ot•h<ltud lll'lc't'. c•\'l' l'Y ,ull n111l 
O\·crcn•tl htwllt!! bL•on null·kctl on IIIII' "Ont• L't·lcc ~y-<IL'III" 
Inn;: hoCot·c I~ entered om· mind In mala• llo c nlrct· nnw 
hc rn1·o you. 

nt offered is only on cash purchases. 

).00 

nation Stilts 

rs fronl 4 to 14 

~yond 

of our 

~titors ... C 

COMBINAT!ON SUIT 
'!WO PAIR OF' PANTS AND CAP 

Take Our Advi.ce 
you arc ready to make your purchase!' in CloLhln~-:, call aiHl sec 
yon can 1!1\\'e by buying frum 

wli I r l1 sl.a Lt' 111:; aiiC:l'S I ,or.~ ellt iJ:I'a 1.1~11 111 
llilnl'rom l·:n~land . 'l'll t: II CXI· In il lll' 
of dest'Cill. -:\ aLhan. wllo..;l' lllrLh also 
ot'l:lll'l'l'el In the :'\ ulutcJ: ~late. l.cuol; 
11arL In Lim wa1· ror I ncll'pcuclt•uce a ion)! 
With SC!\'l'l':tl of his hrotllcrs. 

'!'iiiiOLil)' ()JmsLctl, Lilt• l'aLhCI'ol' uti\' 
suiJ,Ic:ct, was hol'll In l ~ Bi In CounccLI· 
''Ill·. aud gt·ew Lo ltlallhtiiHl o il the :;:unc 
l'al'lll wllkll !tad hccu occ:llpil:cl fol' 
yt•ar,; lty his f<JI'ei'athcr~. AhnuL !SOil 

ht! l'clllo\'t:cl to Franldln (.;ounl.,l'. \ ' t.. 
WhCI'l' for the re•UJ:IilldCI' of hiS life he 
elli.W~t·tl Ill t:ulth·aLing :L farm. In 
pollllc:s he was a will~, a utl he was an 
:\nLI·:'Ilasnn at. Ute time l.tftlle ldll in~ 
or :'I! organ. ltcli!-! ientsl,r he wa~ con nee· 
teet with t.lle Con~ 1·e~atlnnal Chureh, 
ancl wa-; a 1nan <•I' sLcrlln~ upt·h:htHess 
anellntqp-ily. Jl is wtft•. 1-:unicc. was 
h11111 in Xcw llampshln· In li'~!l and 
was a clau~htcr •tf J'hint•as l'aJ;<·. who 
was horn in :'llassach usctts: he was of 
En~lish origin. wh ile ills wire was 11f 
l•'rt'IH:h clcsccHL. :'llr<. O!mstccl !lit•d 
in ht•r cight.r-sixLll .l't·ar. ', 11'11,~ rallH'r 
hat! hce11 prcYiou:<l,r nl:tl'!'it•cl. hy hi.; 
llt·st, union ha,·ing niiH· ~on,; and I wo 
elau~;ht.u·s who grew to mat.urity. a11tl 
hy hh::'~CUIHI ha\'in)! tWn:<ons.J'hlllC}IS 
1'. and l>aYitl. . 

t;nllJ \.Wt'lll·." year~ oF :lj.(l' J'hii ii':IS 
1'. Olmsted eonllnu~:d 1.11 111:11\1' hi:< 
home wi th his pat·cnts. :l~Ll'IHIIIlj.( Lhc 
cum111on :-ocho•Jis. and n•ceiYccl practl· 
calln~l·I'I!Ctiou on Ills fnther':-o f'ar111 in 
the clnLies pertain in~ to :t)!l'icult.urc. 
Starling for lhl' Wl'Sl. ht• worked at. 
tlllTerenl. pnlnt,; iu order· lu ohtaln 
1110111'~' to <:unLiuue Ills jou rm•y.anel fnl' 
a Lime was l'nllJlny~tl aL ~ lad bun. \\'is. 
!-'roll! llll' I'C ht: jli'OI'e!'d('cl to ('; l':llll, 
CotlnL.I'. tllt•rH'•: 1:1 l.'rait·i l' ti ll Chil' ll.i n 
which place IH•n•siclcd t!l'lll .\ lll'i ll,it . 
I~~~~. -:\ t•a r l'a tc:h (;red,;, W i:<.. he 
Lall)!hL school fur thret· :;~oi~Lhs. witcH 
he lt•arnl'tl that. the L~oYerm:wnL hntl 
CUII\11111\eiiCCd l.Hiilclilll! l•:t.•· ALI,ill~tlll 
on the Tnrl\l'Y ri\'el'. an ... )n company 
with his brother he went t.)r rc to lOok 
the country O\'CI'. This brnC1·!:rantl he 
soon selectccl a claim In 'Y.I"rt i,. now 
Monona 'l'ownsh ip, ancl thL' two were 
the tlrst. to sett.lc within It:; limits. 
They built· a cabin In .lnl.r. lS~O, and 
I\Cilt house in lll'imlt.ivc l'a:o:hlon,oftcn 
cntcnalning trarclcri;, and also Indi· 
ans. At that time there were about 
two·huntlrccl red men iu the tow11ship. 
who were lwown us t.ho Whirling 
Thunder Band. At. one time when 
the cabin was only part.lally construe­
led, the brother of our subject. was 
obliged to go on business Lo WiscuHsin, 
and during his abse11c~ about ci)!hL 
Indians came to beg for food: young 
l'hlnea!l ga,·e them wh:\t, he coultl , fur 
his su pplies wc1·c at a low ebb, bnt It 
was t'\'lclent !.ha t the rctlmen•wcrc tHJL 
sati~11ctl, as they kept looldng around 
In all corners for more. Seeing a knife 
In the hand of a murtlcmus-looking 
braYc concealed under his blanket-, he 
I< new at once that trouble was brew in!{ 
anclas he had no other wea110n hancly, 
l:e plckeclupanaxeantls]lol' '! in aloud 
voice commanding the Ind ian:; to be­
gone • . Arter looking at lllru for a mo· 

T ill: :;:lltll' ,\'l'<ll' a posl.·olllcc wns t·~tah· 
Ji.;hl'd ltt•n•, •llll' ~ubjecL lJclllJ; the llrsl. 
l'o,;t.ma~~t·t·. ltcln~; UllJlolntcrl iiiHler 
Taylor's adtninlst.rat.lon. At. the end 
or three years h() rcsll(netl, lot:atln~-: 

on l.!a• ltlac·c where he l'e14idccl 1111 Lo 
t-111! t.illll! or Il ls clcat.lt. /1 t V:tl'luus 
ti lilt'~ li e hns owned SO\'el'iLI l'ul'lt!11 and 
ha:; j.(ll'l~ll loll I,; clllldl'ell about three 
ltllncln•d anti tl l!r ty act·es, SLtllrctaln­
inl! a Jll't•Jlt:l'l,y of about. the saute lll'ua. 

..t'l'"lnt.··r :!'i,J!)~:J. lllr. Olm:;t.cd 111111'• 
rlcd llanu .• h ltowc, who wu~ uorn 
ncar AIIJ:\11)'. ;\. Y., and lhl'Y haYc 
had ~ix tlauJ;hLel·s :111cl t.wo son~ to 
h l ~:~s tll t:ir \I Ilion. Eunice I~ tlcl:ca,;ed 
alllltllc c,tl ltc t·,; 111 ord cJ' 111' IJi r'Lh an: 
a,; fol lows: J l'\'llll! ll. , Clam. the wife 
of llat'V<'Y ~.Curtis: II anna h. tlc~cas· 
cd. J•: .. t.h•·r. wlfl' of )lclvln !Ja \'il'! 
Pat·Jua. ~lr:<. llcni'Y Wll:o:un: J'hlnea:< 
1'.: and ~arnh wife or Fmnk Gllbe1·t. 

~11·. Olnt:<teclhas :;cl'l'cd in ,·arlull~ 
ollll'ial ;:tpaclt.lcs. l n 1114 1 he Wll$llr~t 
~lt•t:t t•d .ln,;Lil:ll "~' Llw J'eacc. scr,·ing­
as suc:IJ l't•r t.wcl Yt' ~·ca rK, and In 184:! 
11•• hllill. l.ltt• llrs t; fl·amc hutlse In Mu· 
nona Y111 age. and In JR(Ill Will> made 
Couuty :-;llpt•n·isnr. lwldin~ Lhnt lllacc 
for sl x l••en years. In I S!~i he wa:; 
clcclt•tl 1111 the reuuullcan ticket. as 
Collntr Hl'lll'l'"entntl\·e In t.hc Legis· 
lawn: an<l ha:o: llllcd \':tl'itHIS minor 
po:o:il.ions . 

l clt•n tilled IV I Lh Lhc ill Let·c~l" of 
:'>l otwna l'ul' upwards of forty years. 
tile I'IIUIHier or. tile town, build Ill)! the 
llrsL I'm me house :tncl sC't.Mng !n mut!on 
t.lte ttJ'I.s or trade. no one or the old 
sct.tlcr~. who,;c <Ieath will be nwrc 
~en era lly n1· more sl nccrclr rc~rrttccl. 
He• wa.; a guocl man, lwnrsL nml up· 
rlgollt. with his fellow-men. 11 linn arul 
Lrur n·h•tul. who wa:o: l\lnd, t•nnllldcr·­
ate :tllCI ht•nr\·nlrnt, followln)! :1 sll\1• 
pill' II~· or I i l'c that was replete wi t h 
j.(llttcl \1'01'1\:<. j II Wh:t l.e \'CI' or t,ht• )1\lh· 
lit: pn:<lt.lons he ht' lcl t.ht! tlu t l' per· 
l'onm·tl wa:o: Lhol'tl\l~h anclp:tln:-:i.aldnJ.C 
and Ill' ser\'Cd Lite )Jl'np\n on Lite sa nil' 
I i nt•s t.hn L llu co1ul uctt•cl hIs own )lei'· 
sunal aiT:rlt·~: his lnlhtrm·r ancl Ills 
labN' was for Lhe best Interests of till' 
l'ommuniLy. with a <lel'il'l! to l'romotc 
that which he tlcemcd ofl'll)CC al raluc 
and st·n·lce to the people. 

)Jr. Olmsted's Illness \Vt\,. of SCVel'lll 
months' duration, :tllllopeor recovery 
f1·om :l t·omplicatlon of aliments aug-
111e·nted U.\' age. was abandoned some 
weeks ago. HI~ time had come, and 
the once strong man, w!!C In the rigor 
or manltoOfl was a hard worker. one 
who labored early and lat.c, alwa~·s em­
ployed, nc,·cr Idle, was now, when 
strength of body and mind had !crt. 
him lll'e)J:trcd ;:,o answer the summons. 
Ill! cliecl surrotmdcd by t he members 
of his family, children and grandchll· 
rlrcn, hi~ soul to God. 

)I r. Olmsted wall· a member or 
1\ort.hcrn Light Lud)!c, I. 0. 0. F. , 
ha,·inll joined It by lnltHltlon, March 
Hi. 181i!l, and has held a continuous 
membershi p In this lodge since that 
time. The funeral will be held at the 
Conl!rcgatlonal Church thlt! Wcdncs· 
<lay artcrnoon at:! o'elocl;. Burin! In 
Mnn on a cemetery. The pnll-benrers 
will be !'rum early sct.tlcr~, and the 
Oclcl Fellows will cond uct a portion of 
the sel'\'lt:e. members of the order 
from acljulnlng towns nrc present. 
nc,-. )! r. Pot\vln, or Independence, 
will conduct the religious service anti 
pronounce the funeral oration. 

Mononn. Indeed, mourns tt1o <lcuth 
or t hi s good man. nnd the sympnthv 
or the t:ornmuntty 111 with tlio nnlletccl ·o~ 
famll,l', bhurcd In by 11. host or pc·r~;otml 
friends throughouli .... : nortb'Oil8torn .. 
Iowa. .::-,,. ~-~~·· .. , • · . 

• " !•<' -~~· 
~ ... . '. 
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HISTORY 

OF 

CLAYTON COUNTY, 
IO"'W" A 

TOGETHER \\ITEI :>KETCHES OF ITS CITIES, VILLAGES AND TOWNSEIIPS, EDU. 
C~TlO~AL. R E LIGIOi,;S, CIVIL, .MlLITARY, AND POLITIC~L HISTORY; 

PORTRAITS OF PROMI~E~T PERSU~S . A:-iD BIOGRAPHIES 
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HISTORY OF IOWA. 
E:UBRACI);G ACGOU~TS OF THE PRE-HISTORIC RACES, ABORIGINES, FRENCH, 

E~GLl~R -~NO .HIERICA~ CONQUESTS, AND A GE~ERAL REVIEW 
OF ITS CIVIL, POLITICAL A:-10 MILITARY HISTORY . 
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MONONA TOWNSHIP. 1055 

blessed with eight children-Moses, Odando, George, Henry, 
Josephine, Albert, Alpha and Alice. In 1855 he emig1·ated to 
Clayton County, and located on a tract of land he had purchased 
the previous sprin~ of 340 acres of wild prairie land. The fol­
lowing year he built ten miles of fence, C.riving over a ton of nails. 
Mr. Oathout has been identified with the county for twenty-seven 
years, and has seen the wild prairies transformed into beautiful 
farms and thriving villages. In politics he W<lS an old line Whig, 
but at the time of the organization of the Republican party joined 
them, and has affiliated with ~hero since . 

.Dennis O'Lea?"!f, one of the pioneer settlers of Clayton County, 
was born in Connty Kerry, Ireland, in July, 1811, and was a son 
of Patrick anti Mary (Courtney) O'Leary. He left his native 
country in 184:7 for the United States, coming via Quebec to St. 
Louis, Mo., wher~ he was em ;)loyed in a wholes ale grocery store 
for six and a half years. In 1845 he m·micd Elizabeth O'S ulli­
van, who wa;-. born in Ireland in 18~0. To them have been born 
nine children, fl. ve living--John, D :nnis, Daniel, Margat·et (now 
the wife of Daniel Haggerty), and Mary. In 1852, Mr. O'Leary 
purchased the lanci where he now resides, and in 1853 moved his 
family on to it. His first cabin was 12 x 16, made of poplar poles, 
and crooked at that. T itey had bro:1ght with them some fine fur­
niture from St. Louis, and amon;; it was some high post bed­
steads. His cabin ceiling was either too low, or the bedposts too 
long, and he was forced to cut holl!s throngl1 the floor to make 
room. Mr. O'Leary owns a fine property and home, and is 
classed among the well-to-do farmers of the county. He has 
owned -112 acres of beautiful prairie land, a portio.1 of which he 
has eli vided among his children. In politics he is a Democrat, and 
an ardent worker against all whi·>ky traffic. He has had some ex­
perience in traveling ove1· the wild prairie, having twice been 
lost-once was saved by letting his hor~e have the rein, and once 
by his faithful dog, which took him home. 

P. P. OlmstiU., one of the first settlers of Clayton County, was 
born in Farifax, Franklin County, Vt., on the 27th day of M.trch, 
1819, son of Timothy Olmsted and Eun ice, nee Page, the former 
a native of Litchfield, c,nn., boi'U May 12, 1767, the latter of New 
Hampshire, born in 1780. They were married in Franklin Connty, 
Vt., in 1818. By this tmion there were two children-Page P. 
and David. Mr. o :msted was previously married to Huldab. 
Smith, by whom he had ten children, one living-Isaac T., now 
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of Fairfield, Franklin County, Vt. Mr. Olmsted died in 1844, his 
wife in 1865. The subject of this memoir was reared on a farm 
and received a common school education. In 1839 he left his 
home in Vermont and came West, spending his first \'linter in 
Prairie du Chien, and in the spring of 1840 came to Clayton 
O>unty, and located in Monona Township on what is known as the 
Cold Spring, in company with his brother David, being the first 
settlers in the northern portion of the county; at that time there was 
not a white settler in Minnesota or north and west of this county. 
They shortly afterward erected a cabin and broke the first prairie 
in Monona Township. Remaining until the following May they 
sold their original claim and located where!the village of Monona 
now stands. P. Page built a cabin in the northwest quarter of 
section 13, his brother David claiming the southeast quarter of 
section 11, where he fenced and broke ten acres, being the first 
land fenced in the township. P . Page sold his claim and claimed 
the northeast quarter of section 13, making some improve­
ments. He afterward traded with his brother for the southeast 
quarter of section 11, where he erected the first frame house in 
Monona, it being the only one north of Guttenberg. After mak­
ing the trade he entered into partnership with .C. B. Guy, build­
ing the :first blacksmith shop. Mr. Olmsted's house was long 
used for a hotel, it being the only available place for people to 
atop. In July, 1852, he moved to his present farm of 580 acres, 
which he has under excellent improvement and valued at $50 per 
acre. In December, 1843, he married Hannah Rowe, a daughter 
of Frederick Rowe, of Moriah, N. Y., and widow of Stanton 
Cumins, by whom she had two children, one living-Bertha A., 
wife of Nathan Bowles. She \vas born near Albany: N. Y., Oct, 
27, 1814:. By this union there were eight children, six living­
Irving D.; Clara, now the wife of Harry S. Curtis; Esther, now 
Mrs. Melvin Davis; Parma, wife of HenryS. Wilson; Phineas 
P., and Sarah, wife of Frank Gilbert. · Mr. Olmsted has held sev­
eral local offices of trust, was Supervisor for twenty years, ·and in 
1866 was elected to the State Legislature, where he represented 
his district with honor. 

])avid Olmsted was born in Fairfax, Franklin County, Vt., May 
5~ 1822. His father, Timothy Olmsted, was born in Ridgefield, 
Conn., where his ancestors settled about the year 1740, and where 
he resided until about 1810, when he removed to Franklin County, 
Vt., where he settled on a farm in Fairfax. In 1827 David re-
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dent Cleveland to be Postmaster nt this poin t, and 
as such be bas served satisfactorily since. 

While residing in Detroit, :Mich., Mr. Hagensick 
was united in marriage in Febt·uary, 1877, to Miss 
Charlotte Knrp. The lady is a native of the Buck­
eye ~:)tate, 1md is a daughter of Jolm Kat·p, for­
merly a business man of Detroit. A ~on and 
d:ltlgh tflr have come to bless the home of om· sub­
ject nurl wife, their names being respectively, Mar­
tin G. and Lottie. The fa mily has a pleasant and 
commodious home in Elkader and they move iu 
the best social circles of the place, numbering many 
warm fl'iends in tlte community where they live. 

On political questions Mr. Hagensick is & loyal 
and devoted adbet·ent to the DemOCL'Iltic·party, 
with which he has been affiliated since a ttaining 
his majority. In the discharge of the duties pet·­
taining to his position as Postmaster he is cour­
teous and faithful, thereby making friends and de­
set·ving the praise which is unstint.edly besLowed 
upon him. Socially he is a member of Elkader 
Lodge No. 304, I. 0. 0. F., also a member of Lodge 
Ko. llO,A. 0. U. W. 

~~ ~------- --------~----------_@) 
++++++++++++++++ 

(@)---------~---------~ 

H ON. PHINEAS P. OLMSTED is one of 
t.. the prominent old sett1e1·s of Clayton 

County, his borne having been for more 
tuan forty ye.n·s at the place where he still re-
sides. His valuable farm, which comprises three 
hundred and thirty-eight acres, is situated on sec­
tions 1, 2,ll and 12and has been brought unrler 
cultivation from an uncultivated state by tue 
pt·esent owner. 

A native o f Ft·auklin County, Vt., our subject 
was born neat· St. Albans and Burlington, Mat·ch 
27, 1819. The family is of English descent, and 
the grent-gmndfather of Pbinea!' P.,· Daniel Olm­
sted, was born iu Co nnecticut, to which state his 
ancestors emigrated in 1640 from England. The 
next in t.lle line or descent, Nathan, whose birth 

also occurred in the Kutrueg State, took part in the 
War for Independence, along with several of his 
brothel'S. 

Timothy Olmst.ed, the f:~.ther of our subject, was 
born in 1767 in Connecticut and grew to mao­
hood on the same farm which had been occupieri 
for years by his forefathers. About 1800 he re­
moved to Franklin County, Vt., where for the 
remainder of his life he engaged in cnltivating a 
fat·m. In politics he was a Wing, and be was an 
Anti-Mason at the time of the killing or Morgan. 
ReligiOusly be was connected with the Congrega­
tional Church, and was a man of sterling upright­
ness and integrity. His wife, Eunice, was born 
in New Hampshire in 1780 and was a. daugh­
tet· of Phineas Page, who was born in Massacbu­
settsj he was of English origin, while his wife 
wae of French descent. Mrs. Olmsted died in 
her eighty-sixth year. The father had heeo pre­
viously married, by his first union having nine 
sons and two daughtet-s who grew to maturity, 
and by his second having two sons, Phineas P. 
and David. 

Until twenty years of age Phineas P. Olmsted 
continuerl to make his borne with his parents, at­
tending the common schools, and received practi­
cal iustruction on his father 's fat·ru in the duties 
pet·taining to agriculture. Starting for the west 
he worked at di!ferent points in order to obtain 
money to continue his joul'Dey, and for a time 
was employed at Madison. Wis. From there he 
proceeded to Grant County, thence to Prairie du 
Chien, in which place he resided until April I, 1840. 
Near Patch Grove, Wis., he taught school for three 
months, when he learned that the Government had 
commenced building Ft. Atkinson on the Turkey 
River, and in company with his brother he weut 
there to look the country ovet-. This bt·otuer and 
he soon selected a claim in what is now Monona 
Township, and tbe two were the fit·st to settle with­
in its limits. They built a cabin in July, 1840, arid 
kept house in primitive fashion, often entertaining 
travelers, and also Indians. At that time there 
wet·e about two hundred redmen in the township, 
who were known as the Whirling Thunder Band. 
At. one Lime when the CAbin was only partially con­
stt·ucted, the brother of our subject was obliged to 
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go on bus iness to Wisconsi n, and <luring his nb­
s<:nce about eight Indians came to beg for food ; 
young P hineas gave them what he could, for his 
supplies were at n low ebb, but it was evident 
the rerlmen were not satisfied, as they kept look­
ing around in all corners for more. Seeing a 
knife in the hanrl of a murderous looking br:1ve 
concenlerl under his blanket, he knew at once tllat 
trouble was brewing; as be had no ot11er weapon 
handy, he picked up an axe and spoke in a loud 
voice commanding the Inrlians to begone. After 
looking at him for n moment rather to his surprise 
t hey departed, and this wns the only time in his 
eight years' of experience with the Indians that he 
believed they meant him personal harm. 

Jn the spring of 184 1 the brothers sold their 
claim :md removed to the present site of Monona, 
where they each took up land. Phine!\8 P. Olmsted 
built a log house, the first one in Monona, and in 
·1849 with a nephew started the first general store 
in the town. The same year a postoffice was es­
tablished ilere, our subject becoming the first Post­
master, bei ng appointect under Taylor's adminis­
tration. At the ·end of three years he resigned, 
locating on the place wilerc he now resides and 
erecterl the frame house where he has resided eve•· 
since. At val"ious times he has owned several 
farms and has given to his children about three 
hundred and thirty acres, sti ll retaining a property 
of about tile same area. 

December 26, 1843, Mr. Olmsted married Han­
nah Rowe, who was born near Albany, N.Y., and 
they bnve had six daughters and two sons to bless 
their union. Eun ice is cteccMed, anct the others in 
order of birth arc as follows: Irving 0.; Clam, the 
wife of Harvey ~- Curtis; Hannah, deceased; Esther, 
wife of Melvin Davis; Parma, IVirs. Henry Wilson; 
Phineas P.; and Samh, wife of l<'rank Gilhert. 

Mr. Olmsted has served in various official capaci­
ties. In 1841 he was first elected .Justice of the 
Pence, serving ns such for twelvP. years, a nd in 1842 
he IJuilt the first frame house iu Mon ona village, and 
in 1860 was made County ~upervisor, holdi ng that 
place for sixteen years. In 1865 he was elected 
on the Uepublicnn t icket as County Hepresenta­
tive in the Lcgislnture and he has filled various 
minor positions. As an Odrl Fellow he belongs 

=====---========== 
to Monona Lodge. He is very proud of the fact 
that he bas twenty grandchildren and two great­
grandchildren, and is a m:m whose chief joy in 
life bas been in his domestic relations. 

J 
who 

J . NEILL. Prom inent among the settlers 
o f Clayton Coun ty who have witnessect the 
wonderful development the coun try has 
made during the past dccarle or so, and 

have by honest toil and perseverance sue-
ceedect in acquiring a competency and are now 
enabled to enjoy their well earnerl rest, is the 
gentleman wilose name heads this biographical 
notice. 

Mr. Neill was boru September 16, 1840. His 
father was Joseph Neill, a native of the Emeralrl 
Isle, who emigrated to America and settled in 
New York State for a time, then came to Clayton 
County, Iowa, settling in this t.ownship. He re­
ceived some land from the Govern ment nod on 
it built a log cabin; he remninect here, improving 
the land , until his demise, nt tile age of sixty-four. 
He was a stanch Democrat, and nn earnest member 
of the Congregational Church, and was a well 
known personage in thi:; country. Th~ motlu.'r 
was also a native of Ireland. She rlied there when 
our s ubject was yet an infant. The following 
chi ldren were born to her : Mn•·y J., William and 
John , who all attained mnturity but are now cle­
ceased. 

The subject of this sketch was but six years old 
when he came to this county. He was renred in 
this lownsilip and attencled the little log school­
bouse here. He was marriect June 19,1866, to Miss 
Harriet Wakeman, who is n native of Indinna. 
Her parents came from New York ~tate to Indiana, 
and from there to this county. She was reared iu 
this township, and nftm· her marriage with out· 
subject they settled at their prcscn t location. 

Out o r two hunrh·ed and forty acres of land, he 
hal! but twelve that are not cultivaterl. lie is n 
stock raiser as well as a ti llet· of the soi I, and 
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