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standard Fo rm Fo r Hembera ot the Le91s1ature 

Name of Representative BEIT AlGERNON SIDNEY SenatoI ____ _ 

11"/' I·/ 4· ,,· 0"'7 A',.,,, 

2. Harr iage (s) dati place 
Susan H Greene (Ta 3 Ma rch 1841 _ ). 2 6 Nmcember 1862 • Tipn Co Iowa 

3. Significant event. for example: 

A. BU8ine"'_Lla~w~y~eur~ ___________________ __ _ 

B. Civic r •• pon.ibiliti •• _______________________ __ 

C. Prof ••• ion, _____________________________________________ _ 

4 . Church membership, __________________________________________ _ 

5. Sessions .erved 11th GA 1866 , house , Linn County 

6. Public Offic •• 

~ . Local _____________________________________________ ___ 

B. St.te __________________________________________________ __ 

C. National _________________________ ___ 

7. Death 1876 (WPA records) or 1878 (county history) 6oc,"feA 00 Iv H. 1/ {ku,t..f"J, 
C,d",. J.!(lf'.d~ 

8. Children (1) Hattie G. (c. 1861 - ) ; (2) George G. (c . 1867 - ) ,:14 .... 

9. Kamel of parent.,_~no~i=n=f~o ___________________ ___ 
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10. Educa t ion _____________________________ _ 

11 . Oeg r ees ______ ________ ___ ______ ____ _ 

12. Other ap pl icable in for ma t ion L1sted as A. Sidney in 1870 census, A S. 
and Algernon S. in county history. He had been in law practtie in Cedar Rapids when he 
was married in 1862 (per co . hjst,) , altho 1870 census says daughter is 9 ; He became a 
law partner with father-an-law Judge George G. Qreene c . 1865 when the Judge resumed practice 
after involvement with building railroads . Thei r firm was solicitors for Northwestern RR. 
Co. hist says Bel t died in 1878 . but WPA record lists him as recorded on tombstone with 
life from 1834 to l~~ ___ - -,-----:-;:r:---::,-----::-:-:----------------

Wife was living in San Francisco per 19~1 County History. 
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Sources Log For Legillation Entri.1 

,Applicability 

source Mon Applicable 

Stork/Clingan. Legislators 
WPA cemetery records 
Bremer/Wick. His t Linn Co. 1911 
1860 census Linn Co . 459 
1870 census LinneCo. 124 

Applicable Information obtained 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

sessions Served 
listing 
biD of Judge Greene has inform re him 
listing . llwyer. liv in hotel{as A.S . ) 
liiting . A. Sidney. wf as Susie , 2 ch 
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BIOGRAPHICAL 

JUDGE GEORGE GREENE 

In the p ract ice of law , in fina ncial cirdes and in railroad building ,Judge 
Grecne attained such success and prominence that his activities in anyone of 
those fields would alone entitle him to representation among the men whose liCe 
work has conferred honor and dignity upon the history of Linn county. More­
over, his name is iDl«'parably interwoven with the annals of Cedar Rapids in that 
he was one of the fOllud('rs of th e city and remained thereafter until hia death one 
of the most helpful factors in its progress lind improvement. 

George Grecu£' was born in Alton, Staffordshire, England, a son of Robf'rt aod 
Sefer (Woodward ) Or('\'1II:, who were also Datiyes or Staffordshire, RIld 8 brother 
of W illillm und .Jo~e]lh Greene, \\"ho, like Ju dge Greene, gave liberally of time, 
thoub'llt lind l'n l' rb'Y 10 lh(, work of u pbuilding in t.he west. The parents cume to 
th e ('n iled Stll tes when Iheir son GeorgI' Willi only two years of age, lind it. WIIS ill 
Buffalo, :,\ (. \\, York, lllUl the other sons weI"(' born and there lhe father di(>d ill 
1825. Aftcr his d,' IUiS(' the mot\tn returned to Engl/md in the hope of obtnining 
POSS('SS;OD of !;Om" !'ro!w !'ly which wa:< riJ!"htfully lwrs, but failt·d in this and 
passen ;, 11<1.1' III 111'1' t,ld IlOlla' i ll ]~~7, ::':')1(' lind I(>fl 11 \' r children in Bu tTal" wil('11 
she f('!u l'ul·d to En~l;l nd and Get)rw Grt·, ' I!!' was thus l{·ft an orjllJan at th.· ar;r" 
of ten ~'Nl n; , Durint: th~· ('nsuin!! four ~" 'fl n; Iw mHnllg<,d not only tel suppor' him , 
self hut III~ pro\'id" f{Ir hi~ ~'(JlIng('r hrotlH'~, Th ,'n h,', t oo, W('nt to E ngland 
hoping Ihnt h~ mi¥h : 1',','on'I' th,· I' roJl,·rty wlli('\, I,i~ m('ltl l,'r bill fai\f'd tv ~('CU;" ', 
He worke-d Ills PUSS!lf!'I' ann lilld tIl prcl;i d t: for his own sup port hy sccuri:lg em, 
plo;nnt'nt wlwn in I'l ~ n!l:h',· lall';. !I ", HIO. fl1ilt'ri in this missinn ;;lIiI t h(' 11 h,' 
worked his "a~"'llg(' ],;".1;: to ,\ Ilh' ri,'a, ~,,,](1 ,, nt·d hut nOI di!-I"( ll1 !'ilgf'd hy hi~ ra ilun', 
He resolved tb:tt indust ry and 1·~'O IlOIIl." shuuld aC('OJnplish \fl int he had f lt il cd to 
secure through inhcI'ita nf'f' Hnd. 1'f'!t1i7,iUJ; lIlt, y"lu(· of (·d1\(:l\t,lon, he lIlost f'ar cfull.\' 
saved his (,Hrnin~<;; in ord,'r tllIlt Iw might furtlll'r nth'u t! sdtnoL I n this wny II!' 
rnanage-d to slIppl(>ln ('Dt his Nlrly a.d\'ant:lJ!'f' hy ;1 ~'Nlr's study in Ihe CHr,VS\'iIl" 
Collegiate Semin ary,:l Y('t!.r in t1)(' Aurora ~" minary nnd two years at Fr"neh's 
Collegiate l ostiltltr in Genc\,<l , :-i'ew York. During that period he taught school 
and did such other work as h(' could find to do, HI' nt'x t took up the stndy of la w, 
hoping to make its practice a life profession, His reading wa~ directed hy t he 
Hvn. Georg(' p , Bllkt'r of Buffalo and ht' met his t'xpenses during that prl'iod by 
assisting in the offiCt· nnel Mling liS bookk('('per for Dr, f:hnpin , with whom he 
made hi~ home. 

The year 1838 "'itnessed til(' a r rival of J udge Greene in Iowll.. H e proreeded 
to Davenport, where he entered the f'mploy of Dll.Yid J, Owen. who was making a 
geological suntey of th(> SUIte, ond six months were de\'oted 'by ~Ir . Green e 10 sur, 
veying, This brought him a hrOlld knowlt'dA'e of the con ntry and at the slime tim(' 
h(' was paid a liberal sala ry, from which he saved 0 considerable sum, H e then 
made his way to I vanhoe, Lin n' count y, whert' he conti nned his Inw stndie!\ while 
teae~ing school, lind in 1840 hE' was admitt(>d t.o the bar at Towa City. Choosing 
~ranon as his plact' of location, he {'nt er('d llpon Act iv(' praetice there and th t" 
following year WIlS chosen 1'1 me-mbe-r or th e territoriAl legislature. I n 1845 he 
en,~aged in law prll cli{'e and in journalism in Dnhuquc, ha\'ing plirehRs('d the 
Millers E:<:prp.AA. wl lich h(' pllblishf'd for S(>\'NII\ :veRrs, Tht're hr entrred into 
pa~tnership with J , J, DY"r, who wal' soon ilftrr\\'flrd appoinlrd judgl' of the 
Umted Slates distrit'l ('Ourt , In his Ill\\' prlll,ti t' f' :'Ilr, Gr(,pn " 111;111(' st(,lld~' proC', 
Tess, giving proof of hi~ fthi1it~,to hand!" till' rompl,,:<: and intriC'Rtf' p robl em" of thp 
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law in his successful. conduct of litigation before the courts. H is reputation was 
such that in 1847 he was appointed one of the sup reme judges of the stat€ to fill 
a "aeaney and the following year was regularly elected. He sat upon the bench 
for eight years and proved himself the peer of the abl~st jurists of the west at an 
early day. He also compiled Greene's Reports, which were published in four 
volumes. Throughout his life he remained II. learned and discriminating lawyer 
and in his practice ranked with the eminent members of the Iowa bar. He did 
not confine his attention alone to his work as counselor and advocate, however, but 
in other fields did service of far-reaching benefit and value. He became one of 
the founders of Cedar Rapids, joining in 1849 with others who. owned the 3ite in 
surveying and laying out the original town. He never ceased to feel the keenest 
interest in its' upbuilding and progress and put forth earnest and effective effort 
in its behalf. He took up his ahode in this eity in 1851 and remained helt' can­
t.inuously until his death save for a brief period. 

Judge Greene contributed to the material development of the city in financial 
circles, becoming as..<;()eiated with John Weare, D. O. Finch, W. H . ~rerrit.t and 
others in the oanking business and whcn the financial panic of 1857 came on he 
was actively connected wi th the management of nine banks in different localities. 
He was largely interested in real estate in most of the counties ftQd in nearly every 
large town of towa, and his initiative spi ri t enabled him to in~titllte and ~ucccss­
fully control such enterprises. 

In 1859 .Judge Greene formcd a law partnership with Cyrus Bently, of Chi­
cago, which continned for five years Hod during most of that time he lind in 
that city. He made his home in the winter of 1863-4 at ~lcGregor, Iowa, while 
he and his brothers were building the }[cGregor Western Railroad to Conover. 
At the same time and for several years thereafter he was a factor in the building 
of the Rockford, Rock Island & St. Louis Railroad and thus became actiyidy as­
sociated with the field of labor which is one of the most important sburces of the 
upbuilding of any stction of the r.ountry. 

On his return to Cedar Rapids Judge GreeDe resumed the practi ce of law in 
partnership with Judge Dudley anu his son-in-law, A. S. Belt, and the firm be­
~':lllll' "oli"itors for til<' r:hi(~u l!o & ;{Mth wc;-;;t" rn Railroad. Continuing in active 
(!onnectio n with rai lroad building anll operatio n. J udge Greene was i:bosen to the 
pre::;idency of the Burlington, Cedar Rapids &. ).Iinnesota Railroad ana took 
aeti\'c part in the building oE that line, wh,,-:h was aft erward operatE'd under the 
tl a DLe of the Burl ington. C" dflr Ra pids & ~o rt he rn Ra il road. He eonstrueted 
S!"\'Cl"a l othe r small .. r railroads a ll d WilS lllll~t prom inent in tlh" Iwilding (If railway 
lillI'S in rOW:L. fIl inois. ~ t inn,·sn!;I . :'I[i,,<:rluri an,\ Kan.<;as. II·' also took adtr" pnrt 
in the material de\"ClopmeDt of C"da r Rapids through the erection Ot r:J.~. ny build · 
ings herr and through the fio;mcial suppori which he gave to the Cedar Rapids & 
~[arion Railway. Hardly an enterprise of any importance ..... as instituted in 
Cedar Rapids in which he was not financially associated or had \'oiee in its mao­
agement. He always looked beyond the exigencies of the moment to th~ possi­
bilities of the future and labored for coming years as well as for the present. 

Judge Greene was married twice. On the 30th of :May, 1838, he wedded Miss 
J:lar!'iet :Merritt, II daughter of J esse and Harri~t (Hilton ) 1ferritt. of nuffalo, 
New York. They hecame parents of four children: George W. , who was born 
April 4,1239, and died in Ivanhoe, IOWII , ~rarch 13, 1840: Susan H., who wa~ born 
;Harch 3, 184l, in Marion, lind was marricd );oyember 26, 1862, to Algernon S. 
Belt, an attorney of the Cedar Rapids bar, and is now residing in San Frall cisco, 
California, her husband having died ig 1878.; ~rary Ely, who was born in Du­
buque, June 7, 1843, and died July 28, .1844; and Edward Merritt, who W HS born 
i\ farch 29, 1b45, in Dub,lque, and married Emma Eberhart. He was at one time 
engaged in the lumber business in Cedar Rapids, and died in Chicago The 
mother passed away in Dubuque, April 25, 1850, and on tilt> 21st of Jar:uary, 
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1855, J udge Greene married Miss Frances R. Graves, whose parents were Calvin 
and }I'anny (Carlisle ) Graves, of Cooperstown, New York. Six sons and two 
daughters were born to that union: Calvin G., born F ebruary 18, 1856, is now 
engaged in the real-estate business in Cedar Rapids; Fanny C., born January 19, 
1858, di ed in October, 1859; George, born December 28, 1859, was married Scp­
t.r mlJer 1, 1886, to Charlotttl Winton, and resides at Brookline, Massachusetts; 
Wi lliam J. , Uorn :\"o\"cmUer 28. IS6 \. married October i , 1896, to ~ l ae Huldah 
Whittam, and is cOllstru(:tion engineer of the Cedar Rapids and Iowa City Railway 
and Light Company; Elizabeth, born August 13, 1864, was married to Nicholas 
Williams Mchor, and is now a resident of Yokahama, Japan, where her husband 
( formerly United States (.'onsul general ) is now engaged in the p raetice of law j 

Hohert C" born Dceo:mbt' r 22, ]861, di ed J une ]9, 1885; Francis, born l\fay 14, 
J870, is a mechani cal engilwer find now resides in ?Iadiwn, Wisconsin ; Wood, 
\\'<trd K., born August 2, 18i 3, marri{,d Ellen Belle Safely, :'.!ay 2!t, 18!l9, and is a 
s lll"Cial agenl of the ~nlional Bis,'uil Compnny, f('shling ill ChicHl.!o. 

',"hill" Judge Grcc llt: was BIl i>min .. -nt lawyer lind a Slltc('ssfllllHI.~i ncss mlln he 
was not unmind ful of his ouligat iolls of citizenship und, on the contrarr, took 
at !in and helpful inll rl'S! in thos!' tllin~ wll iell !l'mJo.d 10 !,ru llIok the intellectual 
and moral prog ress of the ('ommunit y. lI e was onr of the fOUlhlcl's and a warden 
of Grace EpistUJllIl <:llll n·h Hud Ollr of tilt- IllOSt loy,d prc.HIIOkl'1> ur UOt~ Co l le~illtc 
Institnte, which has Sill l.:{-lot'C!>lllf' Coe Collcge. sc r\'ing for llHUl)' years as president 
of its ho:lf\l of tru sh'l's, lI is lif,- I""'\l rd i!< l' splt' ntliJ illust ration of the flOwn 
lind ion-t· (of dwnu'tl'r aud lIhi li:y wll "n l ilt' iutiiv iuual i.s d"I ' l'iwd (If tilt, aU\'au­
tagt's wh ich CO IIH ' tll rough wCli lth ami advantageous early en\'lroIJrnl'nt. Strong 
und resourceiul and pOSl>r:.;;sed of discriminating judgment, Jndge Greene :o;ecmed 
10 know wlll'n and wh (' rt: ,lIld Itow 1<0 put fort h his rffor t.; to ohtai n thl' bc>st re­
Stilts. Gi fled by natu r£' with SINn~ inl ell€'e tu li liry, he so med h is Datural gifts 
Il lUt tll rr g-rew and de,reloped witll tilt' passing )' cars. H c stood for that w;,ich is 
hir:h(·st und best for tit(· ind i\'idllal and fo r the community an d his lahors were 
e"('f far .reaching and benefi cinl in tl lf' ir effects. H e stands today not only among 
th .. · promoh'rs and Ilpbuildt·rg of Cedar Rapids hut is number('d among those 
to whom lh(> middl(' west is mu eh indebted becanse llis business ntciyities were 
lat'go:ly of a charHcl<' r lhnt ('ontribu\{,d to the progress of this st~e tion of til(' 
country. H r was laid to 1'esl \\-ith :'.I asonic honors following his demise, whieh 
occurred at his hom e in Cedar Rapids, June 2.'3, ] 880. 

WILLIAM J. H ENDERSON 

William J. H enderson, well known as a successful agriculturist and stockman 
of Linn county. owns and operates a valuable fam:. of four hund red and forty 
acres in J ackson to ... 'nship. H is birth occurred in that township _on the 13th of 
February, 1868, his parents b('ing P eter G, and Jane (Arabell ) Henderson. A 
sketch of the fathe r appears on another page of this work, 

William J. H enderson attendl"d the (:ommon sehools in the acquirement of an 
education and remained at home until he had attai ned the age of twenty-one 
years, when he was married. During the following ten yeR rs he resided on what 
is now known as the Charlie Carl farm and on the expiration of that period pur~ 
ehased two hundred and forty a(' res of bis present place in Jackson township. 
He has made his home th ereon ('onlinuously sin('e and ha.c; extended the boundaries 
of the farm by additional purel18se until it now comprises four InwdNd and 
fort~, acres. ]n connection wit h the tilling of th e soil he makes a specialty of 
br('('ding and raising Englishshire horses and thoTOnghhrl'd r('d polled calth- nnd 
this bran ch of llis business has proved a gratifying source of remuneration 10 




