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6. Public Offices 

A. Local __________________________________________________ __ 
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-C. National ________________________________________________ _ 
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: Death ~f Dr. J. -~ R~be!it&lin. : ' \ . M u· ·s-CtA-_ ~' tt 4 o'ol~ck this m~rning.~t his.ho~o\ ,. · . . · J~. l 
in. 1 tllis city, after a. lingeii~g. ill~ess; 1 , ! I ! 

pe~cefully passeq away the spt1'lt ~f_ Dr. Closing At~iU)It~ ft 
J. M. Robett~on. . \ : . ; · -~ . 

Dr. Robetttson was one of the ol~est I . _...~---1-j. 
medical pra~~io~~rs ,in this State. i . He · AN. N.• UA~_·· · ~;.,_ 1 tl E 
was born iu i W.asblngto-q. county~ Pa.,. J+ :In 
Oct 14th, lsb4, arid .had th~refore re'ldhed ~ . 1 

the ripe ag~ ~f 74 : years. He w~s of - ·-+-fj 
Scotch pare~t~ge. -Ips father died 'f:lw.n ()f Business,~ Ini_ ~ ·r· 
he was only 1Stx ye~rs of ago an~ : hu a11d Local -, 
mo~h.er when he wa~ 16. lie wa.s thus ·. ; _ · · 
left\ prphaned at\ct destitute, but npt al- l 
togQther friendless. He found a 1 kind In presenting to thei f( 

patton in Dr. \Yilliam ~tepbenson, of ~ OURNAL our annual rtvi• 
Can~wusburg, Pa.., (whose name th('\, only tpittters ~nd improvP,m1 
son bf the subject of this skcteh perpct- g la nee jat the lea~in~ }~ca l 
ua.tqs,) who aided htm in completing his year, .we are aware th~t it 
edu~. ation. He rec;eived literary eulture propitious time· co· ·~s~o' 
at JHferson Coll~ge, Canutmsl)urg, ·p,i., t c public. Indeed; 1 wl 
and ~raduated aV the: J efl'erson , Medieal tl e nHtterial for trois : trti 
Coll~ge in · Phil.a~elphia iu 1827. For tt ld more than on~ 

· six ~~~ar~ he practiced ,his Pt}lfessiou I u t ~er· not attempt to rna 

with n10~er~te ~ucce.8~ in Lbl:(:astcr o ,fhat :Muscatine l~as l be· 
eouuty, l a., but m 18..~ he Ul~nc.d. to p s~ i year, because, fbrso 
Franklin ¢ounty, Ohio. Ht"malmpg d mel so li'ttle. But ·bJlie' 
there six years, he again n~ovud west- tl at notwithstandin~ the 
ward, stopping in 1838 at Butlington, i~< odr City of the Ape£ has 
this State, where he opened l\ dr~g· to \be asha~1ed of for 1878, 
store and did a rrood business for 'se;·eral 1 b k' d 1 1 . 

r:> t 1 t war~, an t 10 resu t 1 

years. till he pnter~d into an tUlfortu- qu~te creditable. For . i 
nate ipartncrship qy which hi; gains a~ount expended in buildi 
were nearly all swept a~a._y.. Finding prpvemeuts the past year i 
some wild lands in Louisa 6ouncy on hi~ _ly $200,000, which is only l 
hands, he remoyled to Col~mb11s ·City, sh )rt of last year. For a y 
whe~ he resumed the Pr<lptiec of modi- ut or stagnation in busines 
cine, icontinuing it for :2u ~·cr"r;;, during th, ccuntry, and especiall: 
whieh time he fully repaired hl~ pecu- the fact thflt the lumber t: 

niary losses and gained a rpputation and: city, whieh is by far its 
competent upon which he was able to ness interest, was c< 
rest in eas ·during his det~ 1ining years. , nothing the pas't season on 

In 1Sti9 is son, Dr. \V. S. Hobertson , failu t e to get logs from t 
who has attained a State-'widc rcputa- thi'"' ~"~ n ' <:mm ,uh1,.l, "'""'~ ...... 
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l)~~~.- .. \1 most every · flower 
1 de~irablc odor iR u~ed 

t~ Perfumes madt~ Ly Dr. 
from these rieh blo~~orn~ 
e'::i Perfumes obtain their 
·tucs::; and floral charadcr. 
_. he~. pet rose, lily of ttw 
't'nino· violet arc the t'ash-

:-- :30--d:3&w 1 t 
~ - --·- -

'I., . s at err.r ~-
--~~---- ----

7' k c b' . the. \\ albe- om In:ttwn 
with a hnu~e, last eYening, 
• l'Xcellent entertainuH'nt. 
~Iy _\ wfuf D~td'' W:lS rcn· 
John Dillon c<m rcnJer it. ' 

3t of chara.etejrs was ma.d(· 
worthy to support the best 
the .. :\.mencan stage. 'Jl r. 
Evergreen, Jr.," and :\Irs. 
\Irs. Bibbs,'.' are par c."tcel
' too. The man who 
the play without laughing 
fit only for trC<l:-'On. strat-
lils.-- Dat'l.l/. ;i l. 
__ _.............. .. ~---- - -

F OFFICERS oF . TII£ Co:'<(-
Sc~DA y 8cHOOL.-Last 

1lowing officers were elcc
tmg aud spirited contest 
two offi~ers: 
t ---Lyman Bank~. 
- E. E. Hohnes. 
ts. C. Smith. 
F. J ohnson. . 

n. Baird. · 
:~rians- ..:· Frdu Swan nnd Will 

i 

:hman and Hoover, after 
cars as Su perintendcn t s, 
iined to ~e r vc again. 
e nt ers his eleventh year 

: \rashburn (now ~Irs. 

trt) serv ed as A s.'-listant 
Jcarly five yed rs, tl.Tid dur
f four year:=; mi s:-~ rd but 
~ .1 . ~ "-

VV4..t•t-~~V"Vl.I'VU U.,tJlJIJ..&. t1 J..I.A.VJ.J. .1.1~ ll'--~ "IA..'lV '-IV 

rest. i\·n ease during his declining years. , 
In 1l8Li9 his son, Dr. ,V. S. Robert~on, 

who has attained a Statc-\widc reputa
tion as a practitioner~ rem0ved to .Mus
catine for· a more extended field of oper
ations. Iri-1870 the fathe t folla~ed H~ld 
continued his profc~sional j pract.ICC ull 
1874, when he retired fr~m active hfe. 

On the 5th of March, 1S29. the sub
ject d,f this sketch married .Miss Maria 
Armf~rong, of· Lancaster cnunty, Pa .. , 
who survives hilU. The son above men
tioned is the only child by · this mur-
riuo·e. \ 

f~ politics the ' decease·d was an · old-
time \Vhig anct 1 t

1 1en a Republican. In 
186::> he ~as: elec ed to the State 8et~ate 
from Louisa co , nty and served tour 
years with houqr to himself and ac 
ceptably t.o his cpnstitucnts. . 

At the age of \14 years he joined rhe 
Presbyterian chprch and rcmaine~ a 
co115istent member to the end, lwldmg 
the office of elder for many years a,nd be
ing valued for his active hbors Uqth in the 
church and in the Sabbat.h Sdu}ul. ! His 
end, as already intimated, wa~ pea1eful. 
The langu:1ge \of t.l~e ~wet .Bryant ould , 
truthfully be apphed to hun: . ' 

"Su~taincd nnd sootlwd 1 
By nn uutnltering tru~t. blpproneh th~· gT!f-Y<'. 
Like one thttt Wl'!IP ~ the ontpery of lu::; equch 
Au lUt \iim, and I L ~do wu t u plensnn: dremn~." 

IIi~ last illtle:ss uatcd i'rotn t~e middle 
of J ulr. He wri.s taken to his bed ·on 
the ~d .of A ·1gust, sih ce which time,· 
\Yit h the exception of about two weeks. 
he was confined closely to his hoqse. His 
malady was Bright's disease of ,the kid
neys.~- Daily, 31: 

The funeral of Dr .• J. ~I. 1\obertson, 
at the Presbyterian churoh. yesterday 
w J.~ largely attended~ notwith
sta.llding the intense cold. The services 
w e re conducted by Rev. J. H. Barnard, 
ass isted by~H~vs. A. ll. It&bbins and D. 
Murphy. ' he pall bearert; \vcrc R. II. 
"IeCampbcl , .John Lemp, P. Stein, H. 
\\;. ;\loore, D. C. Richman , 1r II. Stone, 

ness l Interest, WUS 

no ~hii g the pas't .season o 
fa ~lu e to get logs frolf 
thl~ a' sum which 'kppea 

' I 

' crqdi le. It: demonstra 
. tlutt ur city is in a healt 
an hl\t .. no untoward 1 

su h as it has contended 'i 

y'e· r 4a~ stop its gro~th. 
w1 }~sale houses, mo~e n 
at1 ~ore pork packing, f< 
loe ttion of Muscatine is 
bu iness and growth coul1 
be argdy augmented in 
tur . One of the most ir 
nh~ ' ts of manufacturing p l 
bee developed the past y1 
cov rv of coal in inexhaw 
tie~ ~1d of the best qualit~ 
urbs of the city~ , 'Vith .ch 

,I i mi l' d steam powet can 
and uill~ and u~nufactori( 

' , 
kind should spt'lng up her• 
is a.l o c lwa p and -whcr:c t 1 

fae1l ties by rail and 'vater 
pass 'd at any otl~t•r point · 

"hile our .Annnctl Hc,·i 
comprise the _ dt:tnil$ of : 
bu~iflCSS carried Oll it.l our ( 
ficiebt to gin~ a general it 
has peen dnr'l c t ltc p~l~t yea 

fuu+~ by prey~ous c:pcri.: 
couJ~ ll•lt Ot1ta1n ; fl'hao1~ 

toryj state.ments o~· t~le b~~i 
Val'lr US firms. ~ fficc lt 
ot~r business me gcuera 
pll'< sed with the rade the~ 

anti c~pecially d ring the 
sea: on, which 1n number 
lar:c: ly cxc~ed~d ,heir cxpc 

vf.itho.ut flillherprelimit l 
we n·ocecd to give the ~ 

ha.v gl~aned at no little ( 
and labor: 

I 

; BUII. IH:\(~ IMPROVf I . , . 
I --r--
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dy J 1)llll Dillon ca.n render it. ' 
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t es worthy to support the best 
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ts .. Evergreen, Jr.," and :\Irs. 
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more too. The man who 
e:3~ the play without Ln1ghing 
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spoils.--Dail.v, /Jl . 
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~ oF OFFICERS tH' . THE Co~

,_-\.L SF~DAY ScHOOL.-L~1st 
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-(;has . C. Smith. 
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- H. B. Baird. 1 

:..ibraritl.ns--LFrJd Swan nnd Will 
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Hichman arid Hoover, after 
t years as Superintendents, 
1eclined to Berve again. 
tird enter~ his eleventh year 
Tl. 

:t tic \r ashburn (now . Mrs. 
cwart) scr~cd as .As;;;istant 
'or nearly five ycc1rs, and dur-
1 of four years missed bttt 
t tcnJance. 
)ol holds up its a \'erage as 
r, and its growth i!1 steady if 

----Lllrba n h010;for sale at a 
{)lied for nmediatelv. ---. -

sidcnce of \Ym. Chambers, 
mile froni the Court HotL-1(' . 

va City road, comprising n 
dwelling, with about lt> 

:\~;l~h~~~. ~f-. i~~nc~~~~~ -_c~)-~;1 ty, Pu., 
whu s~rvives hit~. ·The son above meu
tioued is the only child by this mur-
ria f"C. i . 

l~1 politics the: deceased was m1 · old-
time \Vhtg an<1 t, l(m a Republicn.n. In 
1865 he was clec! ed to the State 8et~ate 
from Louisa co nty and served tour 
years with hon r to himself and ac 
ceptably to his c~nstituents. . 

At the ac-e of !14 years he joined the 
Presbyterian ch.prch and remai1ie~ a 
consistent membier to the end, holdmg 
the office of elderfor many )·ears a.nd be
ing valued for his active lubors Uqth in the 
church and in the Sabbath S~hJol. His 
end, as already intimated, wa~ pea 
The langu~1ge of the ''wet Bryant 
truthfully be aoplied to him: . 

eful. 
ould 

·•sn~tniuod nnd sootll('d t 
Br an untultering trust. approach th}.' gn vt\ 
Like OIW that Wl'liPS the unipery, of lu:; e( Ul'il 
..:\.l))ut \iim, and !L .. Jowu to pleasao:: dr~un~." 

Hi~ last illfte~s date~ i'ro1n the middle 
of J ulr. He wrLs taken to his bed ·on 
tlw ~d .of A 'Jg\lst, sih ce wh\ch time, 
with the exception of about two weeks. 
he was confined closely to his ho11se. His 
mala~y was Bright's disease of ithe kid
neys.- Daily,yl; 

The fancral ' of Dr. J. ;,r. Hobertson, 
at the Presqyterian churd_h. yesterday 
W.itl largely attended', notwith
stauding the intense cold. The services 
were conducted by Rev. J. H. Barnard, 
assisted by Revs. A. B. RJbbins and D. 
Murphy.' Th~ pall bearers ~vere R. H. 
J[el'ampbell, .John Lemp, P. Stein, li. 
\\i- Moore, D. C. Richman, if. H. Stone, 
C~l. Garner, of Columbus: City, aud 

! 

J 4mcs Letts, of Lettsville. iA number 
of the deceased's old frienas and neigh
b1rs livit~ g in Louisa count~ attended 
the funeral; also, Dr. Peck, of DaYen
port- thus attesting the great esteem 
in which he was held by tlwSP. who 'had 
kn11Wn himt_ on¥e~~t,!:_d _~o~t intimately. 

lmJl rtance or .Elocution. \ 
" ~s many ere prevented from hearing 

Mr8. Brewster's prcfatorv remarks. last 

au ~ure purK. vac1uu,a; 

loe don of Muscatine 
bu iness and growth c 
be argely augmented 
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bee developed the pas 
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urbs ;of the city~. Vlith 

. limi ed steam powct c: 
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l~~s peeo (lnt'H~ ~he p~lRt 
fvUI~~ by p~·c\·~ous e:pt 
coul~ lltlt obta.m ;rehab 
tory: ~tn:temt:nts o~· the 1 

.I fi ..... l.ffi van us nus. cu ce 
m:r business me geu 
pll~< sed with the rade t 
a lid c~pecially d ring t 

sea on, which tn numl 
Lu~ ly e:xc?ed d ,heir e 

·ithout fur , -heir pre! i 
we )rocecd to give th 
hav glGaned at no littl 
and ,labor: 
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and (ih•nnPd from Ot 
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\V. ~- ·wcb;-:ter·':-; ,hlock, :~-:3tt 
P. '.f.--\1u~~er, p:1rcll and oth 
Mr. Cl!lpp, poreh . _ ... . . .. .. . 
Dr. W. H. Ro'h<'rtson. c!lrria.p 
D!lrry & Hon, rn •idence, :!-;;;tc 
Mrs. Curmn. r<·~idPJWC', Jlz-:-" 
Jac~·c,;n:l ,\: Lillibridg-e', rP : 

t,;tore h11 ild i ng- . . . . . . . . . . 
Mi~cc•lhlni'ous work ... ... . 
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adoption, Mr. Bc\'er is now enjoying the fmits of .a 
101)1,, ac tive and very useful life. 

At a meeting of the American Banker's Associa
tinn, held in Philadelphia, on the 4th of October, 
187 6, he was chose n one of the vice-presidents of 
the associati on. . 

Though not an active politician, Mr. Bever has 
always been a warm friend of liberty and equal 
rights, and contributed liberally of his means for 
the suppression of the recent rebellion, and sent two 
son!., George and Henry, to aid in saving the Union. 

Mr. Bever is a member of the Protestant Episco
pal church, has been senior warden for many years. 
He was one of the delegates and elected secretary 
of the convention that organized th e diocese of 
Iowa in 1854 • has been a standing lay deputy to the 
annu:li diocesan convention ever since, and was 
several times elected a deputy from this diocese to 
the general convention of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church of the United States. 

On the 8th of August, 1833, lie was married to 
J\•[iss Mary Blythe, daughter of John Blythe, Esq .. 

of Fayette cdunty, Pennsylvania. She is a lady of 
true womanly virtues, and in her he has found a true 
helpmeet for more than forty years. They have 
had eight children, six of whom are living. The 
sons are among the best business men, of a younger 
class, in Cedar Rapids. They have had a father 's 
excellent training and example in all the best habits 
in life. One of their daughters is the wife of A. H. 
Spangler, who is also connec,ted with the City Na
tional Hank, and the other 1« the wife of Upton C. 
Blake, Esq., an attorney-at-law in Cedar Rapids. 

Mr. Bever has always had a great aversion to 
going into debt . Since first embarking, whe~ver 
he has made an inve stment he has had at his com
mand th e mean s of payment. He has lost money 
by signing for others, but of late years has been more 
cau tiou s, choosing to relieve necessity rather than 
become secnrity. The poor have no better friend, 
no prompter helper, than Sampson C. Bever. He is 
warm-h ea rt ed, and kind to everybody. A neighbor, 
who has known him since 1852, remarked of him, 
"Mr. Bever is one of the best men that eve r lived." 

I JAMES M. ROBERTSON, M .D., 

Jl/USC1T!NE. 

JAMES l\1. ROBERTSON, one of'the oldest med
ical practitioners in the state, was born in Wash

in~ton county. Penn sylvania, on the 14th of Octobe r, 
J8o,, . His father, l'eter Robertson, was a native of 
Scotland, hut emi grate d to Pennsylvania in his youth 
and di ed when our subjec t was but six years old. 
His mother, Jane Moore, was a native of the United 
States, of Ei1glish ancestry. The settlement of his 
fath er's estate was atten<fed . with some embarrass
ment, and the proceeds found to be small, "so that 
but littl e provision remai11ed for th e education or 
maintenance of th e so n. ·The early years of James 
M. were -passed under the careful, devoted christian 
watchfulness of his excellent mother, who survived 
her husband some ten years and died ere he had 
attained hi s sixteen th year. Thus left orphaned 
and destitute he was led to realize in a remarkable 
manner the divine promise: ''When my father and 
moth e r forsake me, then the Lord will take me up." 
Kind fri~nds were raised up to assist him 'with 
means to complete his education. Among others, 
]Jr. 1\'illiam Stephenson, of Cannonsburg, Pennsyl
vania (whose name the only son of"our subject per-

petnatcs), became hi s generous and unwavering 
friend and patron, directed his .studies and treated 
him in all regards as a son ·or brother. He pursued 
his literary education at Jefferson College, -Cannons
burg, Pennsylvania, and received his medical edu
cation at -] efferson Medical College, Philadelphia, 
from which he was graduated with distinction in 
1827. Hopeful, ardent and overflowing with grat
itude to the kind friends who had thus far helped 
him on his way, and whose generosity he hoped to 
be able soon to repay, he entered upon his life work 
in Lancaste r county, Pennsylvania, in March, 1827. 
Here he remained some six years with moderate. 
success. Indu ced hy the larger possibilities and 
greater need of professional men in what was then 
considered "The West," in the spring of 1833 here
moved to Franklin county, Ohio, where he practiced 
for some five years. Realizing, however, that Ohio 
was no longer "The West," and that if he would 
obey th e injunction of the distinguished journ alist, 
he must pitch his tent at least beyond the "Father 
of Waters," he immigrated with his family, in the 
spring of 1838, to Burlington, Iowa. Here he 
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opened a drug store,- one of the first in that city, 
which he c:nried on success fully in •·onnection with 
his practice for several years, which soon !Jeca!llc 
both,large and lucrative. He began to accumulate 
property and to feel satisfied with his surroundings, 
whet1, in an evil day, he formed ·a partnersh ip with 
a designing and covetous man, who found means of 
robbing him of his hard-earned property and leaving 
him almost penniless to start anew in the journey 
of life. He still owned some uncultivated lands in 
Louisa county, Iowa. These he iutended to ·dispose 

. of and return to Ohio or Pennsy lvania, hut fresh 
disappointments awaited him. In that county he 
found more land than money, m0re work than pay, 
and realized that for the time being at least he had 
an elephant on his hands . Thus circumscribed he 
was again obliged to don the toga of professional 
warfare, and "fight it out on that line." Accord
ingly, resolv ed to look his disasters fai rly in the face, 
and, if possibl e, to regain his losse s, he re ~tnn ed his 
prac tice in Co lumbus City, where he remain ed fo r 
twenty-six yc<trs, not only repairing all his pect111irrry. 
losses, but attrrining to an eminence in his profession, 
which fonn cd the !.Jest tes t of hi s !'kill and industry. 
Th e removal of his son, IJr. \Vm. S. Robertson, 
elsewhere sketched in this volum e, to J\.Iu scali ne in 
1869 induced him to follow in 187o and loca te in 
the same city, where he continued his professio n~! 
work till 187 4, when he retired from the practice, 
having been actively engaged as a physician for a 
periotl of almost half a century. 

ln politics, the doctor was for many years an old
line whig, a nd being strongly opposed to slave ry he 
was among the first to adopt the principles of the 
free-soil party, and naturally drifted into the great 
republican party. During the sb vehold crs' · rebel
lion· ~e was an anient supporter of the government, 
and employed all the influence which C.iod had 
given him in r ~ hurch and state in favor of lil>cr
ty and union. lie was also an e:nnc,;t hclpn of 
the sanitary commission, and did evt'rything in his 
power to aid them and to supply the needs of the 
families of the gallant men who risked their lives 
in their country's defense. In 18Gs he was elected 
stale senator from Louisa county, Iowa, for a period 
of four years. 

He was a member of the Ohio State Medical So
ciety; also of the medical societies of Louisa and 
Muscatine comities, Iowa, and of the Iowa State 
Medical Soc iety, of which he held the office of vi<:e
president and treasurer, each one term. He was 

also a pi<>ncer in the cause of temperance in the 
west, :1nd !t:ctured extensively in this canse through 
ce ntral Ohio at an early day, and did much to ex
tend the principles of total abstinence there and in 
Iowa, both by precept and example. 

He united with a branch of the Presbyterian 
church at the age of fourteeo years, and has con
tinued in co nnection ever since. He has been an 
elder in the congregation for many years, and among 
the most generous contribut.ors to religious and be
nevolent institutions of the community. 

On the 15th of l\1 arch, 1829, he married Miss 
.1\·laria Armstrong, of Lancaster county, Pennsylva
nia, by whom he has an only son, Dr.- Wm. S. 
Robertson. Her habits are domestic, making her 
house a home of love, purity and good cheer. 
Benevolent, charitable, a true wife, a fond mother, 
a most .excellent neighbor, she is loved and re
spected hy all who know her. 

The ,doctor, although past the "threescore years 
and ten" ttStt<.tlly allotted to man's existence, still 
possesses much of the physical elasticity of his ear
lier years, and nearly all the vivacity and vigor of 
yo"nth. At his prime he was tall, graceful and 
handsom e; a man of great perseverance and un
tiring energy. In the development of his section 
of Iowa. he was one of the most active, enterprising 
an<! influential men of the day. He was shrewd 
and far-seeing. 

His advice was generally sought by his neighbors 
on all subjects pertaining to their mat~rial interests, 
and usttally adopted. He had a large practice and . 
traveled mainly on horseback, shortening distances 
hy ignoring the prescribed highways and going by 
direct lines across the prairies. At his home he was 
noted for his kindness and hospitality, his house was 
always open to his friends or any one who chanced 
to avail themselves of his generosity. His hand was 
ever read y to bestow good gifts to the poor and 
needy. lie was always :t man of piety of character 
and of hone sty i!!_f purpose. Himself hone st and ttn
sttspecting, he was not unfrequently made the victim 
of avarice and design, and, as intimated above, on 
one occasion, by trusting to the advice of one whom 
he supposed to be his friend, he was reduced from 
easy and comfortable circumstances to almost utter 
destitution. Yet his confidence in men as a class 
remained unshaken. He could not consent to the 
doctrine that "all men are to be treated as knaves 
till proved to be honest.". He acted upon the con
trary principle. 
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A piOneer in the temperance cause, a life-long 
advocate of total abstinence, he labored therein 
earnestly and incessantly, yet without ostentation. 

His generous nature revolted at the thought of 
man's holdin g property in his fellow-man, and from 
his earliest manh oo d was known as an abolitionist, 
who dared to denounce . the wickedness of slavery, 
and to proclaim the right of universal liberty. 

Socially of a retiring disposition, he cared little 
for large crowds, but enjoyed the company of a few 

known friends, and was never more happy than 
when thus surrounded, discussing some topic of re
ligion or reform . 

He has always been a beli evt>r in the christian 
religion, and a n unswervin g observer of the christi an 
virtues, a great student of the bible, and of all works 
design ed to elucidate its sacred teachings, and now 
in his declining years he spends the greater portion 
of his time in the study of subjects pertaining to the 
eternal world . 

SAMUEL SINNETT, 

MUSCATINE. 

SAMUEL SINNETT, fanner and economist, 
was born in th e city of Dublin, Ireland, on 

the qth of March, r8ry, a nd is the second sun of 
John T . Sinnett and lVIary Susan nit Abbott. His 
father was for many years a silk manufacturer at 
No. 8 Merchants' Quay, in the Irish capital, and 
was descended from an old Huguenot family, driv
en from the neighborhood of Lyons, France, on 
the rev6cation of th e celebrated edict of Nantes 
by Louis XIV in r685 . By this barbarous act all 
the Protestant churches of France were destroyed, 
their ministers banished, and every individual out
lawed or compelled to renounce his .religion . They 
were hunted like wild beasts and great numbers put 
to death , and not le ss than five hundred thousand 
of the most useful and industrious citizens were 
driven into ex il e, and ca:rried the arts . and manu
fac tures of France, in which the Protestants greatly 
excelled, into the vario u·s countries in which they 
fou nd an . asylum. The Sinnetts carri ed th eir in
du stry with th em ·to Dublin, where for several gen-

. e.rat ions they were among the most prosperous and 
useful citizens of that .metropolis. 

One of the most serious evils, however, resulting 
from the legislative tt!lion of Ireland with Great 

.Britain was th e prostration of the si lk interests , 
the manufacture of which has since entirely ceased 
in Ireland. This c irc umstance led to the expatri
ation of our subject. He left Ireland in r83s, in 
the eighteenth year of his age, in company with his 
only brother, John T. Sinnett, an artist by profes
sion, and now a resident of Middletown, New York. 

Our subject received a first-class English and 
classical education in the city of his nativity-one 
of the most renowned se<J,ts of learning in Europe. 

On arriving in the United States he settled down 
as a pi oneer farmer in Park county, Indiana, where 
he remained some five years, and in r84o removed 
to l\Iuscatine county, Iowa, wh ere he purchased a 
farm of three hundred and twenty acres, on which 
he has since resided·. His home is located some 
two miles north of Muscl'ltine, and is among · the 
most beantiful and orn ate suburban villas in the 
county, where a hospitality peculiarly Irish is dis
pensed, ar.d a co rdial welcome greets every exile 
hailing from the Emerald Isle. As · a farm er, Mr. 
Sinnett has been eminently successful, and has ac
cnmulated a compete nce. He is also interested in 
every movement, organi?.ation or ente rprise for the 
Lenefit of hi s feliow-husbandm en or the community 
at large. H e was one of the original organizers of 
the "Patrons or'Husbandry" in r8yz-the only se
cret society with which he was ever connected
and has since cmi tinued one of its leading mem
bers . He has also been fo r many years a steady 
contributor to .·the agricultural and politi cal press 
hoth in Ameri ca and th e old world. He has !Jeen 
a special CO ITCSfJO ndent of the "Irish F armer's Ga
.zette," and. has ·rendered important service to the 
material interests of hi s adopted country by calling 
the attention of the Iri sh pork and beef packers to 
America as a source of supply, in consequence of 
which many Irish packers have located in the north
west, and are the. most extensive operators in that 
line in the country. 

He has visited Europe sev,~ral times during his 
residence in Muscatine, and l'tas traveled over Ire
land, Great Britain, Belgium, France and \)ther 
countries, and made himself f~miliar not only with 
the manners and customs of these various peo. 

'I·. 
.I " I 

!I 
;:1,' .,, 
t; l ,. 
" 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Family Group Record- Ancestral File Page 1 of 1 

Family Group Record FamilySearch ™ Ancestral File v4.19 

Husband's Name 
Je~mes Moore ROBERTSON (AFN:FKNK-L4) 

Born: 14 Oct 1804 
Died: 31 Dec 1878 

Married: 5 Mar 1829 

Place: Canton, Washington Co., Pennsylvania 
Place: Muscatine, Muscatine Co., Iowa 
Place: Sadsbury, Lancaster Co., Pennsylvania 

Father: Peter ROBE::RTSQN (AFN:FKNK-NG) 
Mother: Jg_~_{J~CI_D)_M_QOR_E; (AFN:FKNK-PM) 

Wife's Name 
Mari_a6RM~IRQ_f\J_G (AFN:FKNK-M9) 

Born: 27 Aug 1807 
Died: 26 Jun 1886 

Married: 5 Mar 1829 

Place: , , New Jersey 
Place: Muscatine, Muscatine Co., Iowa 
Place: Sadsbury, Lancaster Co., Pennsylvania 

Father: James ARMSTRONG (AFN:FKNP-QC) 
Mother: Ann (AFN:FKNP-RJ) 

Children 

1. Sex Name 
M William SteQhen~n KOBERTS_QN (AFN:FKNK-03) 

Born: 5 Jun 1831 Place: Georgetown, Lancaster Co., Pennsylvania 
Died: 20 Jan 1887 Place: Muscatine, Muscatine Co., Iowa 
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