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DES MOIN#S COUNTY, IOWA. 1031 

passed peacefully away in 1900, at the 
ripe old age of ninety-four. Judge and 
:\Irs. Wightman quietly repose in beauti­
ful Aspen Grove cemetery, which he 
helped to plat, and was the first to buy a 
lot where for forty-five years no spade 
had broken the sod for a grave. 

Unto Judge and Mrs. Wightman four 
children were born, as follows : W at­
lace W ., of. Buena Vista, Colo.; Henry, 
deceased; Julia, the widow of Oscar 
Ward, residing in Chicago; and. Joseph 
P., who lives in Evanston, Ill., where he 
is a retire<! employee of the railroad. 

Ex-JUDGE A. H. STUTSMAN, now a resi­
dent of Santa Ana, Cal., was for many 
years a highly respected resident of Iowa, 
where he followed the profession of a 
lawyer. His parents settled on a farm 
west of West Point, Lee county, in 1842, 
and it was there our subject spent his 
boyhood days. When the Civil War 
broke out, he was one of the first to enlist 
in Company C, Iowa Volunteer Cavalry, 
July, 1861, in Burlington, and served till 
March, 1864, when he received a wound 
which caused the loss of one of his arms, 
and he was accordingly discharged. 
After this he read law at Fort Wayne, 
Ind., and was admitted to the bar in 1866. 
In 1870 he located in Burlington, and be­
gan his chosen profession. He was a 
strong politician, ear-ly in life having affil­
iated himself with the Republican party, 
of which later he became a leader. From 
1874 to 1876 he filled the office of city so­
licitor, and· in. 1878 was elected judge of 

the district court, the district being then 
composed _of four counties. In 1882 he 
was re-elected without opposidon, and at 
the end of his "term returned to his prac­
tice in the city. 

Both th~ judge and his estimable wife 
were active workers and devoted mem­
bers of th~ First Baptist church. They 

·still retain their beautiful home on Foster 
Str~et, to which their many friends a.nd' 
neighbors hope they will return. ~1r. 

and· Mrs. Stutsman are the parents of 
three sons and one daughter: Carl A.,. 
who for many years was associated with 
his father in the practice of law, and was 
also one of the young and enterprising 
alderman of the city for several terms, is 
with his parents in California, as are. also­
Carrie, Walter, and Abraham. Judge 
Stutsman's family stood high socially, as 
well as prominently in business affairs, 
and during their long residence here have 
made many warm and true friends, who­
would give them a royal welcome were 
they to return to their old home. -

RICHARD SPENCER. 

AMONG the self-made and highly re­
spected men of Burlin~ton we recall the 
name of Richard Spencer, who was born 
on the banks of the Susquehanna River,. 
in the village of Jersey Shore, Lycoming 
county, Pa., Oct. 26, 1823. His father 
was of English and his mother of Scotch­
Irish descent. The village schools af­
forded but little means ·of education in 
those days, but in 1837 the family moved 
to Ohio, and Mr. Spencer attended a bet­
ter common school for a few months. In 
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Generations, with Anecdotes and 
Incidents Illustrative of the Times 

By 

EDWARD H. STILES 

Ref. 

* F' 
fD2,0 
,;S85 

For many years a member of the Iowa Bar; member of its House 
of Representatives, 1863-1864; member of its Senate, 1865-1866; Re­

. porter of its Supreme Court, 1867-1875; author of Complete Digest 
,fits Decisions from the earliest Territorial period to the 56th Iowa 

'll.eports. 

"In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which we cannot be 
eprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory 

and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated 
before the mind, compensate, and more than compensate, for the alternate 
pleasures and cares of active life."-SIR ARCHIBALD ALLISON. 

"Personal anecdotes, when characteristic, greatly enliven the pages of 
a biography.''-SAMUEL SMILES. 

DES MOINES 
THE HOMESTEAD PUBLISHING CO, 

1916 
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of introduction to me, and I introduced him to other lawyers in the courtroom. He 

subsequently located in Burlington, and through his studious habits and perseverance 

combined with his personal worth, gained an excellent standing in the profession, 

and the confidence of the people. He had previously made a fine record for him­

self while a resident of Lucas County. He was born in Morgan County, Indiana, 

in 1840. His father was a native of Pennsylvania, his mother of Kentucky; both 

were of German extraction. The family moved to Lee County, Territory of 

Iowa, in 1842, settling on a farm near West Point. Here he was reared and 

educated in the public schools, and labored on the farm until his enlistment in the 

War. After his return home he began the study of law in the office of J. M. Beck, 

at Fort ·Madison, and was admitted to the bar in 1865, at Keokuk. In the spring 

of 1866 he located at Chariton. He was elected Mayor of that city in 1867, but 

subsequently resigned to enter the law school of the Michigan University, from 

which he was graduated in I 868. In 1869 he was elected to and served in the 

House of the 13th General Assembly. The following year he came to Burlington. 

Here he was made City Solicitor in 1873 and 1874; Judge of the Police Court 

for the years of 1875, 1876 and part of 1877. In 1878 he was elected judge 

of the District Court, and served in that capacity with such general satisfaction, that 

in I 882 he was re-elected for another term without opposition, at the end of which 

he returned to the practice. On account of his health he eventually took up his 

residence in California, leaving behind him an honorable record as lawyer, judge 

and citizen. He is still living in his 76th year at Santa Ana in that state, where he 

is widely and favorably known. 

ThOmas W. Newman, "fVilliam E. Blal(c anJ Daniel M. Hwmnuclr 

These men were for a time partners. Mr. Newman was the elder of the 

two. He was a Marylander by birth and was admitted to the Bar of that State. 

He came to Burlington and entered the practice in 1850. He became a lawyer 

of note. For a time he was a partner of Joshua Tracy, under the firm name of 

Tracy & Newman, and subsequently of Mr. Blake under the name of Newman & 
Blake. These names will be found along the line of the Iowa Reports during 

their time. In 1874, he was appointed by the Governor, judge of the District 

Court. Upon the expiration of that term, he was elected by the people for a new 

one, and upon the expiration of that, re-elected for another. He served some ten 

years in that position with marked efficiency. He was a good lawyer and a good 

judge. Nature had not been niggardly in the bestowal of his mental endowments. 

He was born in Summerset County, Maryland, in 1829. His father having 

died, his mother with her family, when he was eleven years of age, removed to Bal­

timore where he was reared to manhood. He received an Academic education, 

and his associations in a large city like Baltimore naturally brought him in contact 
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Council of that order, a corporate member of the American Board of Foreign Mis­

sions to which he gave great attention and assistance till the latest period of his life. 

He was one of the founders of the Chicago Theological Seminary and a member 

of its first Board of Directors, to which he gave liberal contributions. He was an 

earnest scriptural student and of a devout turn of mind. He possessed a fine 

intelligence and a broad human charity. He was a brother of the wife of Gov­

ernor and subsequently United States Senator, John H. Gear. He became inter­

ested in politic;s and was an influential member of the Republican Party. We 

were both members of the Tenth General Assembly, he of the Senate, and I of the 
House. He was one of the commissioners under whose supervision the new capitol 

building was constructed, and to his vigilant efforts, his strict integrity and efficient 

services in the duty assigned to him, much credit is justly due, for the almost un­

precedentedly clean and honest construction of that superb building, which is as 

great a source of pride to the people of the State as the edifice itself. The com­

mission was composed of four members, two of whom, Peter A. Dey and Maturen 

L. Fisher were Democrats, and two, Robert L. Finkbine and John G. Foote were 

Republicans-all men of high character, and to whom all honor is due. As one 

of the commissioners, he had charge of the finances and under his supervision nearly 

three million dollars were disbursed, without a cent of misappropriation. He might 

well be designated as one whom Pope declares to be the noblest work of God. 

He was one of the original promoters of the Burlington and Missouri River 

Railroad, and for several years Treasurer of the Company; an organizer and mem­

ber of the first telegraph company that built a line into Burlington, and one of the 

organizers of the First National Bank of Burlington. He was born in Middlebury, 

Vermont, in 1814, and died in Burlington in March, 1896, in the eighty-third 

year of his age. At this writing, he is survived by his widow, who is a sister of the 

late Joseph Merrill, one time a State Senator from Wapello County, and by a son, 

Graham Merrill Foote, who is an officer of the Long Beach Savings Bank, of Cal­

ifornia. 

I first saw Mr. Stutsman at the old courthouse in Ottumwa, some forty-five or 

forty-six years ago, not very long after the close of the great Civil War, in which 

he had been a valiant soldier. His armless sleeve pinned back, showed where he 

had lost an arm in that conflict. He had enlisted in the First Iowa Cavalry at the 

outbreak of the War and served therein for three years-until he received the se­

vere wound which resulted in the loss of his limb. In appearance, he was slim, 

modest, and seemingly delicate. He had commenced the practice of his profession 

and for several years continued it at Chariton, in Lucas County. He was now 

seeking a new location and came to Ottumwa for that purpose. He bore a letter 
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U.S. Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles- Ancestry.com 

You searched for Abraham H. Stutsman in Iowa 

U.S. Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles 

Denmark, Iowa 

21 

13 Jul1861 

Private 

Iowa 

Yes 

Yes 

Enlisted in C9mP1!I!LC,_l9Wl!11>t C<tYliJI}'_Regim;cmJ on 31 
Jul1861. 

Mustered out on 19 Jan 1864 at Davenport, IA. 

abt 1840 

Roster & Record of Iowa Soldiers in the War of Rebellion 

The Medical and Surgical History of the Civil War 

of K1ngslon, from the follov.'ing_l_ist 

O:mtact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry .com Slog Affiliates Advertising 

Corporate Information PRNACY POLICY Terms and Conditions 

Ancestry .com 

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&db=civilwar_histdatasys%2c&rank=O ... 

Page 1 of 1 
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1870 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

<f)Jancestryc' 
) You searched for Abraham H. Stutsman in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

© 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

1870 United States Federal Census 

Name: Abraham H Stutsman 

Birth Year: abt 1841 

Age in 1870: 29 

Birthplace: Indiana 

Home in 1870: Burlington Ward 3, Des Moines, Iowa 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Valueofreal Vie~ 
estate: 

Post Office: Burlington 

Household Name 

Members: Abraham H Stutsman 

Frances Stutsman 

Source Citation: Year: 1870; Census Place: Burlington Ward 3, Des Moines, Iowa; Ron 
M593 _ _388; Page: 3448; Image: 230; Family History Library Film: 545887. 

Age 

29 

23 

Ancestry.com. 1870 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, 
UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2009. Images reproduced by 
FamilySearch. 

Original data: 

• 1870 U.S. census, population schedules. NARA microfilm publication !vf593, 1,761 rolls. 
Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d. 

• Minnesota census schedules for 1870. NARA microfilm publication 1'132, 13 rolls. Washington, 
D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d. 

Description: 
This database is an index to individuals enumerated in the 1870 United States Federal Census, the 
Ninth Census of the United Statt".s. Census takers recorded many details including each person's 
name, age at last birthday, sex, color; birthplace, occupation, and more. No relationships were 
shown between members of a household. Additionally, the names of those listed on the 
population schedule are linked to actual images of the 1870 Federal Census. Learn more .... 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 

Corporate Information PRIVACY POUCY Terms and Conditions 

Ancestry.com 

http:/ /search.ancestry .com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&db=1870usfedcen%2c&rank=O&gsfn= ... 

Page 1 of1 

8119/2010 
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1880 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

You searched for Abraham H. Stutsman iu Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

1880 United States Federal Census 

Abraham H. Stutsman 

Burlington, Des Moines, Iowa 

I\ge: 39 

abt 1841 

Indiana 

Self(Head) 

Francis A 

Yi.ew others oJ!.Q.<!ge 

District Judge 

Married 

White 

Male 

.F'nmci~ A SMJ>m<:~u 
CarlA. Stg~mfln 

QLrrie_U . ..S.1u_nnm!rr 

Wl'lterA •. Stll~.illilll 

S3illJiel C._StiJJ§man 

Source InfOrmation: 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 

Corporate Information PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions 

Age 

39 

33 

9 

6 

5 

4ID 

Page 1 of 1 

Ancestry .com 

http:/ /search. ancestry .corn!cgi-bin!sse;{fll?indiv= 1 &db= 1880usfedcen%2c&rank=O&gsfn= ... 8/19/2010 
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Abraham H. Stutsman - Overview - Ancestry .com 

Hi, 

Home Search Collaborate Learning Center 

TRASSARE Family Tree 

Birth abt 1841 in Indiana 

Death 17 Mar 1934 in Tustin, Orange, California, USA 

Overview Facts and Sources Media Gallery Comments Member Connect 

Stories( D) 

Audio(O) 

Video(O) 

Age: 29 

1880 

1934 

Abraham Hutch ... 

Marril!g~J:9Emru:i;;_A~~tt!t§m<m 
El('<ls,nttJ,I),_lee"Jowa,JJn~ed States 

R~_siden~e 
~\JtliD9ti:2D, __ ~_ M_QLnes_, _ _lo_wa, __ U_nfteQ __ Stat~ 

Tusljn, _ _O_rgog~, ___ Cq!jf_Qmi9~_!.!SA 

Page 1 of2 

!:Jelp_ To-Dos Quick Links 

DNA Publish Shop Hire an Expert 
Add to Quick links 

Lso_w_rc~ crtation 

Parents 

~Y~Jttis_·perSoriJO yo~.~( tree 
Comment_ pn__thts 

Nichoi~J>_!it1!tsrnaJ! 
1815 ~ 1884 

Qttl@rine l"rl!vil> 
1817- 1852 

Spouse & Children 

"""J!.!'~_JI,. StUll>~'! 
1847- 1931 

wru~...r_AfJI_r_alt_!!_m ~-m~" 
1841 ·-

Abr~bjt_l'l!_I1_Stutsm_@.n 

1864- 1869 

EJiui~tb __ Stf!~m~m 
1864- 1869 

~d_A_S~~m.~_n 
1871 1869 

Cari A. _Stutsmii!!l 
1871-

c_artA. __ ;t;J:~m<i.~ 
187.1 1869 

~rriKH_SQI_t$_mi!:n 

1874- 1869 

Carti_~_ tl~t.t!~tn_f!rt 
1874-

tar.::ii\!_1-L__St;utsmm! 
1874- 1869 

W!JJ~L~~l~Jrt~l! 
1876- 1936 
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Abraham H Stutsman (1840- 1934)- Find A Grave Memorial Page 1 of 1 

Begio New Search 

Reiioe .. ~a$l.S<;arc!J 
Cemetery LookuR 

Mct .. ~uri!'l.l .Re!:Nd~ 
He!pwith Fino A Gr_ave 

Find all Stutsmans in: 

• Ingtewood Park 
Cemetery 

• Inglewood 

• Los Angeles County 

• C<J!ifgrnia 

• Fiocl A. Grave 

Top contributors 

SucceS!; Stories 

DisetJssion Forums 

find A Gn!veStore 

Support Find A Grave 

Log In 

Abraham H Stutsman 
Memorial Photos Flowers Edit 

Learn about upgrading this memorial ... 

Birth: 
Death: 

1840 
1934 

Note: Died at age ~94 years. Civil War Union 
Veteran. Company C 1st Iowa Cavalry. Source: 
Sons of Union Veterans of the Civil War, Dept. 
of California and Pacific 

Burial: 
Inglewood Park Cemetery 
Inglewood 
Los Angeles County 
California, USA 
Plot: Sequoia Grave 367 

Created by: Shi~er 
Record added: Oct 17, 2004 
Find A Grave Memorial# 9622710 

Cemetery Photo 
Added Iilms;s_.S<;jd.<':!milD 

Photos may be scaled. 
Click on image for full size. 

A.H. Stutsman Dies at Ranch, Victim 
of Stroke. Los Angeles Examiner 
March 18, 1934.Former Judge A. H. 
Stutsman, 94 father of Superior 
Judge Carl A Stutsman of Los 
Angeles, and well known to many 

former Iowans as one of the early presidents 
of the Iowa A ... (Read more) 
- merridancer 
Added: Nov. 2007 

http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-binlfg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Stutsman&GSfn=Abraham+&... 8/19/2010 
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Find A Grave - Millions of Cemetery Records and Online Memorials Page I ofl 

I'=IND A QRAV~ 

• Actions 
6egin NewSe!'!rCh 

Refine U!st Search 

Cernetery Lookup 
Add Buria!Records 

Help with Find A Grave 

Top Contributors 

51Jccess Stories 

Discussion Forurns 

find A Gr<lve Store 

S!Jppor:tfind.A Grave 

Login 

Flowers left for Abraham Stutsman 

A. H. Stutsman Dies at Ranch, Victim of Stroke. Los Angeles Examiner 
March 18, 1934.Former Judge A. H. Stutsman, 94 father of Superior Judge 
Carl A Stutsman of Los Angeles, and well known to many former Iowans as 
one of the early presidents of the Iowa Assoc of Southern California, died 
of a stroke yesterday on his orange ranch near Tustin, Orange County, 
California A native of Morgan County, Indiana, he was on the bench of the 
District Court of Bulington, Iowa, before coming to California more than 40 
years ago. When Iowa picnics were held in Exposition Park years ago, 
former Iowans made him president of their association, a distinction now 
held by Judge Carl A Stutsman. Surviving are Judge Stutsman, another 
son, Walter A Stutsman or Tustin (CA) and 5 grandchildren. Former Judge 
Stutsman's wife, Mrs Frances Stutsman, preceded him in death in 1931 
and in accordance with her wishes that her interment be deferred until his, 

a double funeral will be conducted at the Winbigler Funera HOme, Santa Ana. A short burial 
service, to which friends have been invited, will be held at the graveside in Inglewood Park 
Cemetery. 
- merridancer 
Added: Nov. 22, 2007 

http:/ /www.findagrave.com/ cgi -binlfg.cgi ?page=fls&FLid= 13 3 3 53 57 8/19/2010 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.




