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and served in that capacity until appointed to the Supreme Bench 
by Gover-nor Larrabee, in February 1889, to fill the vacancy occa­
sioned by the resignation of Judge Reed. 'He w·as twice elected a 
Supreme Judge and thrice served as Chief Justice, .assuming that 
position upon his appointment by the Governor. · Upon his retire­
ment from the Supreme Bench he was appointed by Governor 
Cummins to fill a vacancy upon the District Bench of his county, 
caused by the death od' Charles .P- Holmes, serving the remaining 
year of his predecessor's term. \ Judge Given was mll-rried at Mil­
lersburg, Ohio, October 6, 1851, to Elizabeth Armor. She died 
twelve years ago. The surviving children are Welker, .Josiah Jr. , 
William H. Given and Mrs. Joseph G. Gardner, all of Des Moines, 
and Frank an.d Thomas . G,iven of Spokime, Wasli. : Few men have 
had greater personal popularity. than Judge Given. He had that 
sweetness of. disposition, that kindne8s of heart; and that sympathy 
f.or and thoughtfulness of oth'ers which endeared him ·to all. A 
quickness of comprehension,· and an almost intuitional. divination 
of the very right in every controversy made him an exceptionally: 
strong trial judge; and when promoted to the Supreme Bench, he 
brought to it years of experience both at the bar and on the 
bench, making him a .· valuable . mei:n.be r 9f that body. : . .lie never 
betrayed either a friend or a: , trust ;· and his ideals were "of the 
highest. No one ever ·challenge'<! either his character or his mo- .,. 
tives. Distinguished . as a soldier, eminent as a jurist, and· cone 
spf.cuously honorable and just in h is priv'at:e life, Judge Given's 
services both to the , State and the Nation were of inestimable· 
value. ,. H. E. n. 

LUCIAN C. BLANCHARD was born a t Diana, Lewis county, New 
York, April 15, 1839 ; he died at his home in Oskaloosa, Iowa, 
March 1; 1908. He attended rural schools and afterwards removed 
to Mt. Morris, Illinois, where he · t aught school for some time. In 
1860 he arrived In Newton, Jasper county, Iowa. He enlisted in 
Company K, 28th Iowa Volunteer Infantry, participating in the 
battles of Fort Gibson and Champion Hills and in the Siege of 
Vicksburg. He was honorably discharged on account of disabilities 
and returned to the north. He graduated from the law course 
at the University of Michigan in 1866. He was appoint ed Judge 
of Jasper county in 1867 and elected in 1868. He was elected 
Circuit Judge of a district composed of Poweshiek, Washington, 
Keokuk and Jefferson counties, · then re·elected, the district now 
also embracing Jasper, Marion a.nd Mahaska, then a re-election 
added four years more to the eight already served with great 
credit. He served in the Legislature from Mahaska county in the 
House of the 25th and in the Senate of the 26th, 27th, 28th and 
29th General Assemblies. He was a member of the Iowa Vicks­
burg Park Monument Commission. He was once President of the 
Iowa State Bar Association, Vice Commander Iowa Department G. 
A. R. , Grand Orator and Grand Treasurer Iowa Grand Lodge of 
Masons, and with Judge Theron F . Newton, editor of the Masonic 
Digest. 

GALUSHA PARSONS was born at E a.<lt Aurora, N. Y., on May 22, 
1828; he died at his home in Tacoma, Washington, March 10, 190~. 
He removed from New York to Iowa 'in 1865, locating at Ft. 
Dodge. He was a representative in t he Iowa House of Representa-
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tives in the 13th General Assembly from Webster. ·county, serving 
on committees of Judi ciary and State llniversity. He attained 
eminence at the bar at Ft. Dodge. He removed . to .. Des Moines 
in 1873, being associated first with George H. Lewis and then with 
John S. Runnels. Great learning, effective argument, and per­
sistent methods distinguished him at · the Des Moines bar. He re­
moved to Tacoma, Washington, in 1890 and continued in the law 
practice. His activities and success grew until about four years 
ago, when his health began to fail. His body was brought to Iowa 
and buried at Greenwood Cemetery, Des Moines, March 19, 1908. 

M. J. DAVIS was born in Juniata county, Pa., Oct. 27, 1837; 
h e died at Lewis, Cass county, Iowa, February 2, 1908. He 
graduated in medicine in 1862 and soon afterwards enlisted in the 
Union army and was assigned to Hospital dtit:y. · . In · 1866 he lo­
cated in Lewis, Iowa, where h e practiced medicine unt il 1881 , re­
tiring to devote himself to general business. ' He was a member 
of the Iowa House of R epr esentatives in the 25th and 26th General 
Asse.mblies, serving on many of the important committees. He 
was the author of the law against the sale of malt liquors by 
pharmacists. He was a man of large means and . wide and · whole· 
some influences. · 

. SA:\WEL F . CoOPER was born at t; tockbridge,. Mas8,;_ December 19, 
1826; he di ed at his home in Campbell , CaL, · :February 21, 19 08. 
He:. was gr aduated from Oberlin College . in iS5L : Iri 18'5.5 he re­
u1oved to Grinnell , Iowa, Pngaging 'in the law anir ':real estate busi­
ness: Edited the Montezuma Republican, 186,0 ; ' .:~nlisted .as a pri· 
vat,ein Fourth Iowa Cavalry, 1861; was _transfejr¢Ci :t6 :al\d : became 
Lietiten<,Lnt Colonel of the Fortieth Iowa 'Inf.aptry:;-' .. He ; ser.;ved as 

:: P\strict .Judge in Arkansas following the .war: .·a~d ·'tpr Jo:irr years 
, . was U. S. Consul at Glasgow, Scotland. · H~ :-or$a.rri_>zeq · : ~he First 

. ~atipnal Bank of Grinnell; served as the · first -·~Major, · of .that city, 
. ·r s65 ,67; was a Trustee of Iowa College and . Obediii: 'College. He 

u1acle many valuable gifts to Iowa College. H'is bady Was brought 
to Grinnell for burial. 

:\ ... .' .. ,:·~ ~.- ,-:~ .. 
,. ~ . . ~ .. 

. . JA~1ES MoRTBfER CLARK was born near Toronto, O::J.efferson county, 
Ohio. in 1822; he died at Council · Bluffs, Iowa. F eb.' 12 .. 1908. He 
·was educated at Franklin coll ege; N ew· Athens; : .. Ohio , 'read law 
with Stanton 01: McCook , Steubenville, Ohio;' and 'Was admitted to 
tht> Ohio bar in Mar. 1849. In 1852 '.\lr. Clark migrate d ·to Cali­
fornia. where h e res ided eleven years , returning. to Ohio. He 
th en removed to Johnson county. Iow a. in 1867, thence to Adams 
county in 1876, settling upon a farm in Prescott township, where 
his home r emained. Mr. Clark represented Adams county in the 
House in the 26th Gen eral Assembl~'i serving on tha committees of 
R etrenchment and Reform , Compensation of Public Offi cers, Hos­
pi tals for In san e. Board of Public Charities, Senatorial Districts 
and Fish and Game. and in the 27th , serving on the same com· 
mittees and also on tho se of F ederal R elations, Judiciary, Build­
ing and Loan, Telephone, Telegraph and Express, and Police 
Regulations. 
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, By 

EDWARD H. STILES 

· For~ many years a member of the Iowa Ba;; member of its House · 
of 'Represen'tatives, 1863-1864; member of its Senate, 1865-1866; Re­
po,rter. of its Supreme Court, 1867-:1875; author of Complete Digest 
,fits Decisions from the earliest Territorial period t() the 56th Iowa 
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·~Personal anecdotes , when chkra~teristic, gre~tly eriliven the pages of · 

a biography."- SAMUEL SMILES,.: · 
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RIWOLLJDCTlONS AND SKETCHI.<JS filfi 

tions that had been prepared, made an address in which he gave a brief sketch of 
Mr. Brown. From this I have gathered the following data: Mr. Brown was born 
in Portage County, Ohio, in I 838. His father was a farmer who had settled at 
an early date upon what was known as the Western Reserve. He was reared after 
the manner of farmers' sons, working the land in the summer, and attending school 
in the winter. He managed, however, to fit himself for an entrance to Hiram Col­
lege, having then for its head, James R. Garfield, aft¢rward President of the United 
States. From Hiram College he went to the University of Michigan, where he 
took a full collegiate course and graduated with honors. He subsequently entered 
and graduated from the Law department of that University. He had thus ac­
quired solid foundations upon which to build, and he built well. He was a his­
torical, as well as a legal student, and his general acquirements were of no ordinary 
character. He came to Des Moines in 1866. Of him at this period of his life 

Judge Mitchell says: 

Having determined to locatE; here he found a place in my office, and began 
making himself familiar with the statutes, practice and decisions of the State. He 
had an intense love for his profession. His researches were always extensive and 
thorough. He made his way slowly but surely. He was strong rather than brilliant. 
He grew steadily in strength as a lawyer from the day he began to practice until 
the day of his death. * * * He was as kind and tender hearted 11s a woman, and his 
life was full of good deeds . To a client who was poor or · friendless he never 
turned a deaf ear. He had great possibilities when . he died in the full vigor of 
his manhood. :·.~' 

.. · At the time of his death he had attained a high ~nd ho~orable position at the 
,, - bar; and no finer tribu'te could be paid to the memor/9I a young lawyer than those 
;' ' •.· of Judge Mitchell and Mr. Dudley. I knew both~ Mr. Brown and Mr. Dudley 

well. They both had the highest appreciation of aiia>Jived llp to the ethics of the 

. .., .. 

profes~ion.' . . . , . }~t ~:".~; .. <:·· 

Galusha Parsons, Frederick Lehman, Alb'erl B. (i:a/!imin~;· ]ohn A. McCall. 
~' ·S~f:~.:.-. ·.-..· ~:. 

Galusha Parsons was a native of East Aurora, New Y ark, where he was born 
in 1828. He came to Iowa and located at Fort D~'JgeinJ86S, where he rapidly 

· rose to be regarded as one of the first lawyers in tha::i;:p;artof 1:he State. He repre­
~ented Webster County in the House of the Thirt~el1th General Assembly. He 
removed to Des Moines in 1873, and formed a partri~rship with John S. Runnells . 
He was notable for his legal learning and great proli.~iency. He removed to Taco­
ma, Washington, in · 1890, and became distinguished there, and continued in the 
practice until his death in 1906. His body was brought to Des Moines and buried 
in Greenwood Cemetery. He was one of the most agreeable men in the world. I 
knew him well. When Archie Brown, who had been for years, the colored porter 
at the Savery House in Des Moines, was indicted for the murder of Ella Barrett.. 
a milliner of Des Moines, who was found brutally murdered in her room, I was 
employed to assist in his prosecution after the case on change of venue had been 
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removed to Ottumwa . The case, on account of the mystery connected with it, a nd the 

fact that it involved other persons than Brown, who was thought to be merely the 

hired instrument , created a good deal of public interest. Parsons was employed to 

defend Brown. judge Edward L. Burton presided at the trial. It was a pro­

tracted one, and at ·its close, Mr. Parsons and myself had become pretty thoroughly 

known to each other. To shovv' the custom of the times , I will state that during the 

progress of the tri aL Mr. Parsons and myself were invited by I he] udge to dine with 

him at hi s fine residence in the suburbs . We were the only guests. ] udge Burton 

was not only a great lawyer, but a generous li ve r, and the table was bountifully sup­

plied . He .had some of 'the traits of his English ancestry, and hi~ capacity for mak­

ing good punch wa~ equaled only by that of his guests in drinkin g .it. A deli ghtful 

conversation ensued, in v.ihich Mr. .Parsons, who was a .vol\lble . and en tertaining 

talker, di splayed a·' wide range of -knowledge. After a lapse of' ne~rly forty years · 

the recollection of that pleasant occasion is as fresh as ever. Some sixteen years 

ago I was in Seattfe. and I thought of Mr. Parsons being .at Tacoma, and .. resolved 

to stay over a day::· a~ ci . v{sit him . . r found him actively in the prp fessionai ha rness. 

with one of ;l1i; so n'~ . I th:ink, ' as pa;·tn.er. He was the same· talKative, agreeable per­

sonage as of old. :' He V:',as a le~rn,ed and charming gentleman of the old school. .: 

F redericle vV. Lchrl;a~. 'whom I knew at his commencement in Iowa arid after- .· .J' 

ward in Missouri. would; if he had r~mained in the former State, have taker\ as high l 

rank as he achieved in the latter. · He w as a D emocrat, and though a young man· ~ he < 
soon came to be regarded in Des Moines, and indeed, throughout the S tate, as one 

o f the leadets of hi s pa1~ ty in council, as he was among its oratoi·s. Lehman might, 

in many respects , be termed a genius . His intellectual powers and inclinations were 

wide and varied. Though large bodied and heavily shouldered, he was active in 

temperament and investigation. His thirst for knowledge was insatiable; he read 

everything within his reach, and as he grew older, traced the lines of the choicest 

literature. But this omnivorous taste did not distract his attention from nor seriously 

interfere with hi s le.gal studies and pursuits. He became a very lea rned lawyer. His 

maximum, however , was reached after his remova l from Des Moines to S t. Louis, 

more than thirty years ago. Here he gained an exalted reputation, and was regarded 

as among the very greatest lawyers of Missouri . H e was an ardent lover of history 

and ancient lore, ·and had a great desire to perpetuate the past; his ve ritable an­

tiquarian taste made him active in the collection of valuable relics that at tracted the 

attention of savants and scholars . He was one of the leading spirits in arranging 

the details of the · Centennial Celebration of the Louisiana Purch ase, he ld at St. 

Louis, and on every occasion took an active part in meetings of a like charac ter. By 

persistent literary endeavor he became an accomplished scholar; and this joined to 

his great abilities as a lawyer, served in a measure to make his rejJutation nationaL 

During the administrat ion of President Grant he was appoi nted Solicitor in Chief of 

the Treasury Departmen t at Washington , which after a term of effic ient service, he 
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Ancestry World Tree Project: Some Descendants of Francis Lindsley (1639) Page 1 of 1 

ancestry --, 
Hi, helenjwhl Sign Out Mess< 

Home Family Trees Search Collaborate Learning Center DNA Publish Shop 

Some Descendants of Francis Lindsley (1639 

Entries: 31191 Updated: 2010-11-1116:17:12 UTC (Thu) Contact: James B. Lindsley 

A fairly comprehensive compilation of the known descendants of Francis Lindsley; their spouses, in-laws and assort 
link! 

Index I Descendancy I Register I Add Post-em 

ID: I25428 
Name: Galusha Parsons 
Sex: M 
Birth: ABT 1828 in East Aurora, Erie Co., NY 
Death: ABT 1906 in Tacoma, Pierce Co., WA 
Burial: ABT 1906 Greenwood Cemetery; Des Moines, Polk Co., IA 
Note: 
Galusha Parsons was the man who exposed the hoax of the so-called Cardiff Giant. In 1868 H. B. Martin and George 
Hull purchased a large block of gypsum at Fort Dodge , Iowa, and had it shipped to Chicago. where it was carved in 
the shape of a giant man and treated with sulfuric acid to give it the appearance of antiquity. The finished carving w 
then shipped to Union, New York, and buried on the farm of one William Newell, a relative of Hull. The statue remai1 
buried for about a year. Then in 1869 Newell hired a crew to dig a new well on the site of the burial. When the crew 
struck rock, Newell requested that it be carefully excavated, thus exposing the giant. The statue was hoisted from U 
site and became a lucrative attraction for the hoax perpetrators. It was called variously the American Goliath, the 
Petrified Giant, the Onondaga Giant, and eventually the cardiff Giant. A number of learned and well known professic 
added substantiation to the claims of the 'discoverers' by claiming that the petrified remains were indeed that of a gi 
human. Phineas T. Barnum offered to purchase the curiosity, but was turned down by its owners. 
While on his way to New York from his home in Fort Dodge, Iowa, Galusha Parsons stopped to see the curiosity. 
Recalling the purchase of the huge block of gypsum two years earlier at Fort Dodge by the owners. he wrote to the 
Dodge newspaper saying that he believed the giant had been carved from that stone. Detectives were hired and soc 
uncovered the trail from Iowa to Chicago, and finally to New York. Despite Galusha Parson's exposure, the cardiff G 
remained a curiosity for over fifty years. It was eventually returned to Fort Dodge for a 'decent burial.' It was eventL 
purchased by Gardner Cowles, a Des Moines newspaperman, and included in a collection of Iowa curiosities. 

• Ancestry Hints for Galusha Parsons 

1 possible historical record matches 

Marriage 1 Ellen Kelsey b: ABT 1836 in Perry, Genesse Co., NY 
Children 

Fanny Parsons b: ABT 1861 in Buffalo, Erie Co., NY 
Katy Parsons b: ABT 1864 in Buffalo, Erie Co., NY 
Harold Kent Parsons b: 14 JAN 1866 in Fort Dodge, Webster Co., IA 
Edward Lawrence Parsons b: ABT 1868 in Fort Dodge, Webster Co., IA 

II Louis Galusha Parsons b: 8 JUN 1878 in Des Moines, Polk Co., IA 

Index I Descendancy I Register I Add Post-em 
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