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comualttM o• railroads, oonstltutluo"l amendment.. and Internal Improve­
mentA, and wae oltalrmao of that on enrolled bills. He took an aot\Ye part 
in legislative proceedings. He served some time as a Trustee of the State 
Agricultural College, and in 1871 was elected Judge of the Eleventh Jndi­
cl&l District and served fonr years. Mr . .Mitchell and .Mrs. Amanda M. 
Denison were ntarried in 1860. In religion he was liberal, and though not a 
church member, sympathized and cooperated with the Methodists. 

MICBA.EL B . .MULKERN was born in Ireland in 1829, died at bis home in 
Dubuque in 1871, Mr. Mulkern can1e to Iowa when be was twenty-four 
years old. H~ was a lawyer, winning many friends at the bar and amoog 
his fellow· citizens. He was elected a State Senator from Unbuque county in 
1869 and served In the Thirteenth Genenl Assembly, bot before the meet­
ing of the lo'ourteenth he passed away. He took an active part In legilflative 
proceedings, was a ready speaker, and participa•ed often in debate. He was 
a democrat in politics. a Roman Catholic In religion, courteous In bearing, 
genial and sparkling in convet·sation, although ev.,n then the disease which 
carried him off was well under way. In the Fourteenth General Assembly 
tittio't eulogies were paid to his memory. 

BENJAMIN F. MURRAY was born in Hllncock·county, Ohio, August 20, 1888, 
and died at Winterset, Iowa, May 7, 1890. He came to Madison county. 
Iowa, ln 1~ . With the exception of one year at Mt. Pleasant, hit education 
waa obtaia.ct In t lille common aoboola. He atudled law ..-lib Jud1e Leonard 
at Winter.M, ao•l p• rsued the praotlce there. On the lir&L call tvr troops in 
186l be eullet~ In Lbe Third Iowa Infantry.. He was taken a pri8oner at 
the battle of Shiloh, a.ud was in most of the southern prisous. He was hon­
orably discharge<! from the army In 1868, and resumed the pract.ice of his 
prof688ion at bls old home, serving as District Attorney for the year 18&1. 
He represented Madison county in the House in the Tw6lfth General Assem­
bly, and in the Senate of the Thirteenth and l<'ourteeot.h . He would prob­
ably haT"e been the republican nominee for Congress In 1876, bad his health 
remained as good as usual. He was o~Yer &trong, and tbe long prison life 
doubtless hastened the fatal disease which ultlruately carried him off. His 
brain became affected, his mind clouded, and be was never himself again. 
He spent years in t.be hospital for the insane at Mt. Pleasant and afterwards 
at Clarinda, but his facult.ies were boplessly obscured. .Mr. Murray was a 
successful lawyer. at ono time a . partner of .M. L. McPherson, and at 
another of S. G. Ruby. He died as above st.ted a.nd was burled by the G. 
A. R. and .Masonic order. He was a very a'ltlve member in 'the legislative 
bodies in which he served, and no one perhaps surpassed him in quickness 
of percept.lon and decisive action. Mr. Morray was married in 1864. Mrs. 
Murray st.ill lives at Winterset and four of their tive children a.re living. 
One who knew him well in bis bright 8.8 well &Sin his cloudy days says, "He 
had a warm, loving heart, and wonderful magnetism, wit.ll scores of loyal 
frlenda wbo wer• ah..ays anxioua to follow him as a leader; he was a leader 
of meo and had b'• lile"ltb been good be would probably bave attained his 
bigbeat ambhAon ... 

JIOMEK K. NEWELL was born in Chenango county, New York, In 1836. 
Completing his college course in 18S7, he oame the same year to McGregor, 
Clayton county, Iowa, and engaged in the drug bosioesa, which be con­
tinued until 1879. In tbe meantime he served sixteen years in the ol1.y 
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council of McGregor and four years in the Stale Senate, being chosen to the 
Twelfth GenAral Aaembly without oppositlon, and serviug In that and the 
Thirteenth. lo the latter ._, served on the oommltteea on way• and means, 
atate unlvetell1. peoltentlar '1 · medlcallnatltuttons, and compenaatloo of pub· 
lic officers, belng chairman of the lut two. Be wu a cultivated gentleman, of 
agreeable manners, attentiva to business, a ready speaker and a useful legis· 
lator. In 1879 he removed with his family to Kansas City, Missouri, and 
engaged in the wholesale drug trade. Soon thereafter his health began to 
give way, sod he went to Nebraska, hoping the change would be beneficial, 
but be continued to fail, and died tberb in 1881, leaving a wlfp and two chil­
dren, a son and daughter, both now married, the latter living in Boston, as 
does also Mrs. Newell; while the son lives in Nebraska. Mr. NewelJ is 
pleasantly remembered by hie IL88ociates in the Senate, and by his former 
fellow citizens in Clayton county, where be was for more than a score of 
years a prominent and useful citizen. 

JoHN G. P.&.TTERBON, of Charles City, Floyd county, a Jawyer by pro­
fe88lon, born in Pennsylvania iu 1881, emigrated to Iowa in 18~7. was a 
member of the State Senate irs. 1864, 1866,1868 and 1870. In the latter year, 
that is, in the Thirteenth ~neral ABBembly, be represented the counties of 
Ct.lci:asaw, J.o'loyd and Howar<1. In previous years other counties bad been 
attached to the district repreaented by him. His chief service in the Thir­
teenth General' ABBembly was as chairman of the committee on railroads, 
a burdensome position ln those days. Mr. Patterson is remembered a.a an 
industrious, bard-working member, active and zealous allke on the ftoor 
and in oommtuee. Jle waa fatallylojured lo a railroad aooidenl in Clay 
county, thl• ac.ate, • D the l»th of Uotober , llr78. He lived but a f• w b(Jurs 
after the ooourrenM. 

ABIAL R . PIERCE was a Sena~or from Jetferson county in the Twelfth 
and 'fbirt~enth General Assemblies. lie was born in the ~tate of Maine in 
1820, and died at his home in I .. oci:ridge. Jet!erson county, about the year 
1890. He became a citizen of Iowa in 1857. He was major of the Fourth 
Iowa Ca.valry. Jo the Thirteenth General Assembly be served on the com­
mittees on county and township organization, Reform School, military and 
internal improvement, being chairman of the la.tter. He was a mao of good 
ability, fairly active in legislative work, a.od f~&ithfol in the discharge of his 
duties. 

WELLS 8. RICE represented the Senatorial District composed of Hardin 
and Marshall in the Thirteenth and Fourteenth General Assemblies. He 
was born in Ohio in 1820, came to Iowa in 1852, settling in Marshalltown, 
Ma.rahall county, where be was engage<1 as a merchant. In the Thirteenth 
<:ieneral A88embly be served on the committees on railroads, mllitary, com­
merce and incorporations. Mr. Rice's death is reported to han taken ;:>lace 
in Oklahoma a year or two ago. 

MARCUS TUTTL'E was born in the State of New York in 1880, aud died at 
Spencer, Iowa, some years ago. He came to Iowa in 1864 or 1800. He was 
a merchant ln the town of Clear IAi:e, Cerro Gordo county, aad in the 
Twelfth and T a.lrleeDlh General A&aembllea represented ia the S.nat.e tbe 
district ooao~ • f the oouot.le1 of Butler, Cerro Gordo, Franklin and 
Grundy. Jn lhe 'fhlrteentb be was a member of the commltteea on rail­
roads, s"natorlal districts, ooostitutlonal amendments and commerce, being 
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Sex: M 
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Residence: 1850 Bainbridge, Chenango, New York 2 
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Birth: 1835 in New York J 
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1870 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 
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ContaCt Us: 1·800-ANCESTRY 

1: 1997·2010 Anc..try.com 

Na me : HomerENewel 

Bil1 h Year: abt 1835 

Age in 1870: 35 

3it1hplacc: NewYork 

Home in 1870: McGregor Ward 2, Clayton, Iowa 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Va lue of rea l YklU.Jr!Jig!: 

~:.~ tate: 

Household Name 

Members: Homer E Newel 

Anna Newel 

Man Newel 

~ 
Isabella Reed 

Rosa Mclain 

Sarah Mclain 

Matthew MckinnC\ 

.fohn H Andrick 

Martha Andrick 

Goodwin Howe 

Age 

35 

36 

9 

7 

18 

23 

25 

32 

34 
25 

24 
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Homer E. Newell (1835- 1881)- Find A Grave Memorial 
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