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Stand ard Form Fo r Memb~r. of the LeQ l s l ature 

N ~me of Representative HARPER, WILLIAM Senator ________ _ 

;o/u1 J . , t,,( cIr • .J l2!" ;-'/05.1 (J,,;-I , 

1 . Birthday and place 3 November 1819 . Ross County , Ohio 

2. Harriage (5) date place 
Harriet Ware Heizen. (8 Octoher 1819 - 3 October 1896) , 7 August 1844. Ohio 

3. Si9nificant events for exampl.: 

A. Busin, •• farmer , banker , real estate, loan and insurance 

B. Civic r •• ponsibilities __________________________________ __ 

C. Prof.l.lon ________________________________________________ ___ 

•• Ch u r c h memba r s h i p-'P"r"e:.:s:.:b-'y"t"e"r.::i:::a.::n ____________________________________ _ 

5. Sessions sirved 3d GA 1850 DM coun ty ; 13th GA 1870-72 HD2 DEs Moines Co . 

6. Public Offic •• 

A.. Local Notary publiC; Co.Supt Schools 6 years; bd education Mediapolis 
recruiting agent for count y during Civil war 

B. State 

C. National 

7 . Death 31 December 1908. at home. Mediapolis, after short i l lness ; 
bur1ed Kossuth Cemetery 

8 . Children Lurissa Jane (Louie) ("(ULLER) 

g . Names of parents Joab Harper (Pendleton Co [West] Vir ginia, ---- - 17 Sept . 1882) 
L yd ia Joens (Aug u s t a Co . v, ... :')--r('<I'<I1:1 ... lid'-.=t -"",g",.rlI'4t'»)c.;-"'".r!,:nMreect'-:'--'''ST' Ttuorrugir'PP-,,,e,"s.Jb>,Y71t,,.,,,ejlr..rrnr..--
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10. Educati o n .ist~~------__________________________ ___ 

------------------------

11. De 9 r e e s ______________________________________________________ __ 

. f t ' At age 19 began teaching in winter and farmin~ 
1 2. Ot h e r app l icabl e in o rma l Onrest o~ yea r. Af t er 3 years . waved to Iowa. 

To Des Moines County October 1842. purchased farm in Yeillow Spr nmgs Township . Taught school 
winter of 1843. in log church near fatm . Returned to Ohio 1843. a ltd af ter marriage eame back 
t o farm in YS Twp . 3 October 1844. Lived in log cabin on farm 4 years ; then built s abs t antiaJ 
house . Liv ed t he te until 1877 when he moved to Hediapolis. 

United with Round Prairie Pres Ch Feb. 1843; became member Yellow Springs Pres Ch . 1850 
and elder and clerk--lr-ye-a-r-s--ater. Iii 1870 t he two chtl'rches united. lIe was rtlling e lder and 
clerk . After move t o Mediapolis i nvolved in organiza tion of Pres church there. and ruling 
elder for lllany yeats a nd elder eme r i-tus'--at-'"'t"1me of death {54 jears as elder}. Delegat3e to 
General Assembly of US Pres Ch. 1856 and 1876 . 

He and his brother taught first la rge school iii Burligstoli . Was co . sopt schools 6 yr s . 
A founder of Yell ow Sp r ings Academy . which became Yellow Springs College ; he was on i t s bd 
trustees ao long as tttl-..~x~t~.~l~.~dh.c_--------------------------------------------------------­

During Civil War he was appointed recruiter for Civil ~ar servicemen . and was so suc­
cessful that-couut' --a"II'o-ided draft . Enlisted mali, hundred men . 

In ±870 legislature was chai r of commi ttee on schools _ 
Organ±zer-ut--sta te Bank of Mediapolis . pres. maIlY , ear s. Iii Mediapaliis was r eaitor. 

involved with loans and insurance. Notary Public 1850. Did much conveyancing and drew many 
wil l s ; administrator or --executor of mauj es tat3es. 

Daughter marr ied a ttorney from West Union. Iowa. who served several t erms in US Congr ess . 
A niece . Nel l ie Heizen. came to his famioly as a child. and l ived with him unti l his death. 

Sur vived by 7 gr andchildren. 9 great grandchilrren. niece. two brothers . 
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f; o un:€I s r. o y For r. ey16 .L ilLl o l1 EuL,la r,: 

App ll cilld I I '- \' 

/l O ll Appllcab La AppllculJls jll( ol'IUa Lj OIl oh LaiIJ ed 

Mediapolis New Era News, Wed . Jan 6. 1909 x -..9~E th..L_Q .. !'~ __ ... :-__ _ 
St ork/Clingan-;-LegiSDU"or s"-"-·-"·-- x sessions serna 
House Jouuaal , 1905 x memorial __ .. .. ...... ___ .. _. __ .. __ _ 
Portrait & Bio "'Al])tim~"- De-s-"Molnes .. ·to'.-, 1888 x bio 
Yellow Springs Cemetery Records _______ --" __ .....Jlm..............d.......lo1..£.. .. __ .. _ ... . __ . __ .. . _ .. _ .... __ . -_ .. _-"--". ------- . 
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re:Hdent ,passes away , 
• ",,'"' 1 ' 

his ninetieth' year '; 

-
ServIces,' 'were held' sUnday aflemCjOn, 

,- were,very '.:rgely attended. ' ' , 
With the' cloiiug' ~~ut t!i'" f W~ B'A.ioper WaG 

19;;g tb. lifo <Ii Wmlaii> liM' I' _", ... 101 10 til. . 
"". , f tliO pIoD!Or _Ie 'he State Ban 

l:slr" I-M cnm& io, a cldee I tor maD1 198 .. 'WeI ita 
z )aR 0Be · of her! He woo c.ommisoiol&ed ": ~.:~".~. 

_be.t tblo oIll .. 'f« ,be &<14 1lIl!"oo . Olio ~ GeortI6~ In Ia ..... ~~tt .. ' k -p.,., aali .n iD. t1l& community. • cd for many yean he cUd 
.... ;,-.. '~I" i'Aitb!u1 tJ!eDd. th. ......,. ......... 4 

~t.~wOiJ4'cnfa' Wm. Harper ,.. ~ in: BOllS win. f07 the people:io the 
'J*!'"w,tbbik thor would 40 Ohio, NOTlmbe:r Un!, 1819. part of the «mutt. Jb. 
iNM 061,. 8oftll' 0Jl~ .1M. 'l'hc eame to Des !dome. Coanty. tt1o.tWr'll he "'Rlan expert, proD-
1A~'Ji~. iI tOf' Mef, 011. to in Oet6ber !MI. IUld ''PDfC!tu- ably iw, bten s,lmiai,tmtol' lind 
tit~Be baB wUh wbr.t Jae " fum ii1 .aetior1 I';", 'Yellow ecu.torot:moreestAtee..::!!~'" .,,,,.,ll.,I 
)!' ' little, aDd not WMW tcnmship. He taapt school ~n 111 the ltate. 
~hl, ~~!e droAttJJDg about 184ain ~he log cllat'ch I In 1811 he removed to Wediopo-! 
~tble." II ebont1/abtace ct6t -of big, lis where be "6!7 tfOOre9l!fuUy 
J~'D O%IGOuragem::mt to OUI. !Arm.. In la.aa Mr. Rsrpsr r8turnCti rled on t\ real eo'"..ote, Joan'tmd 
~. f I .. in a kind "ora or to OMil' nd 111:1gt18' 7, leu he mar· fllrnDC8 buein9118. 
'qd .. "01. thitJ l ' II fllllo'l'OO np ried lib I1Brritit (Wam) Ifmzer. ltwUI be &eMl from thiI 
8'1I:~A17 b7. kl2a t.ct It l Tbeycame to %' ''B by tea m and oketoll that Mr. Ba..""P9r haR 
~ llI.lIt A nUl," •• f'!7V'f'&r.llotl8 MttlGd on their t4nD in a log Ct>.bin, ::ettve m:d succtlS6fw man in 
1IltJ' and pn~. aew beart 3, 18U. The ~ ana I nu:!henl half of Des Moines ""'1D~r ! 

<;" " tamUfe& wore " origiluilly and it would onl,. be tru9 to 
~ ~r of pt'U&, Jor ori!t.n, I tho.t ho was ita lQadinS citizen. 
wlU dt!f1ag the ChriatmM Februa", to, 10". Wm. Harpel' J Mr. cmd Mr-'. Bn.rper had 
l64,'tb4t "16 ",.11. Bot by cerl:tficate with t'-ie Iou. child, LurlnA .! .. ne who 
tb,fGe~8 is gln!";!~ i~ Bon.nd Prairie ~byterianCbtlrCh· lalWD.~ known In this ~muDity 2S 
f".o,ll1Cootht tho Cbrl.tmAS .-\pri114, 1fln-o, WIlliam Mid Ban'iet Louie. Sh" manied WUliam E. 
oe ' .. flO;' not tA 1'811.ppt>Ar for Hsrpr.1' ~tne Dlew~1'i otthe Yel· Fuller. of. W6IJt Union, Jowa, J:mu· 
:~i"el"" mouthe' If GO thea. Jcm 8pnng Presb,tetlan church . ary 1.t, 1868 GDd 'A"~ tho mother 
ral 88 kevt bysucb pwple W41!o Fehruarr '. t884,~i.", Harper WM of nia 13 rh9dren. W:l1Jlam Harper 
d.,.,t of 0. sham and tbey and April 8, 81141, clerk io lIuni..,ed b1 seven grand 

,r n tbe ClJrilltmu le6llon nHgbt. of 8at~ ('hurch. 'ren nnd nine great·grand·chilt:mm. 
01'1 hRS properly kept Chrlnt- In 1870 tinder tl1e plan of . union Miss Nellie BeiJ:;sr, anieee. ~;~:I 
"lib-takes witb him through . by ths General AlI8emblies a. membm- of Mr. and M1'6. 8 
he 565 dUYII of the :rear tbf' Rounel Prnhie Bnd " Yellow family '\then a chUd nD,1 hOB 
~ that Chritltml\9 WAS dGall{lloo" tinuOUBly lived witb tl!em since 
:;::;nt In t!::o hum:tn breast. " ~ the time of h~ deatb and is con· 
aT.COUrse Ne ... Yoars d;.llner . - sidored :mdknown as r. member of 

d ,. II ' the t!\mily. 
oon'e nt tuo , "c lI.l¥,ink,1 I I 

1 of Ur.acct }{rt1.Cb llfleB moollJ- i He leavclI t'vo brothel'S, John, 
on routo S, 'I'll') gllestM ",er,' ) thill J)iace, and Robert . of Mnubnt· 

)OII(:U of near neig:hboMl nwl l I tan, Kl'.n"fU!. to mourn hi3 lle~tTi . 
tiB. in(:luuing Rr),. , La-urn nnd i lIr. Harper WM (!. oo'luof ' 
1y, IOIB ,yore laid for 32. I fmth. He loved peopie:>, 
hnU l., ~tl.tteIIlPt Logi \"e themcnu I I t~ le y~ung.. At least tbreo genel'I~' 
wouid bo imp!I!'ing on the geuer- : t Wfi.<; 1ll tb18 <:oTnUlunity hn,ve look · 
'oftheeditorto"onlJumo8omuch I eel to him for ndvice antl worus of 
~ , 'I'" Bay thc.t Alro, BlomDbl'rg encuuragement ruJ' the:r woro about 
d!l.ugbte ru ltavD nttained per- I to enrer life'a contellt. He has 
~n ~n c,lIlinary art. w()uid 'l>o ! livcd in vain, Hundreds rovore and 

, - . ..........,..~' ~.~. -'--.~ 
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UI"" all .on~nn:(l W L~Ll IIIIHI'UWtlU(,lL' He waa our !riend an'.! bro~hcr. 

Ifl Tocal muato of high order. Cur- Willia.m al\l'JXlr died in his nin&-
nt "nota "".. disculMd Bad all tieth 1ear in his homo Thuraday 
lid rather optimiAtio Tiewl of the December SI, HlOS, about ti o'clock 
I" year. Tbe SU~. in dtlparting I i:)pd~~ chllrch~ ~~\(,ellli~(l htJca-;;; p. m:, aiter 0. sbort illness. 
It the,. hid been blebl,. onter· tho Fitst Preal>ywrillD ;"iHll'(lh pC Funerallenicetl were held in the 
¢od . ... 1\ bad.etartod the De" year Kossllth'. In this orgnDI7.ntloc' Wr. Presbytelillll churcb at 2 o'clock p. 
rLt. " •• - Harper con:tinue{f as Ruling 'EIil'er m. January a, 19w, in cba1l1:6 of 
It; I, '!tated .tllr.t the large ca.tnloi- Rnll Clerk ot Sosoipn: &9"'7., G. G. Bruce, hiD pat>tor and 
, ho.aPl e.lpnienee1i =so ahri1lkial In 1877 he moved to Jlcdlapolie bsisted b7 ney. x. E. Reusch, of 
bu"i.~ tlleo pnat ,.ear amollDli1lg snd was acUY6 iII the organfuUon the Methodist ch arch, Rey. M. J. 
ttO,OOO,OIO. This waG mainl,. of the Firat PreflLyterinn church of Laure, of the Swedish Luthertloll 
.f! ~ ill" J1"I!IA' Q.Q'iTit,.IDd o,..tern· Mediapolis (a. p·o.rt of the Krosuth church c.nd Bey. SAmuel OllereD­
lltrol'ts"put rorth by the retail church) where he ooDtiDU~ Iii Ru.I- ehsw, at theP!'CIh1U1rion church of 
)s:.aur1 . their trMO journ.le all ing Elder for m",u,. yeara until ' age Kossuth. 
.,.,tbeeounb,.. 'l'hieilgratityiDg eem~lled bim to withdmw from Rev. Ollerenshaw, in~ few brief 
thoretaU·trcde and illldiea.tea 01l0- :tdiTe work, He WQS retim and words, tlaid a beautiful tribute to 
tite mOlt deotive WG,.' of cem· made ~ld0r EmeritUs and. continu- the life ~d character 6f the decelle­
~t.ing "bo eatalog'Olo llOUIIOI nd of ed '.Intil t.he encl-tTit!e in council, 00. The aermon by tho paator WBI 
ep1slf trade Cit 1I.u.e. It' tho reo fervent in IIpirit. taken from I Cor. 16: SIS, "With what 
I mero.entl -:.otlid roali?6 moro He"WG8 an Elder continuously for body do they come," a. favorite 
!tn.lotllt.tt them do tMat "'ltat the n tty·lour yMnl. He ...... /1 !lent by thoroe upon which Hr. Uarper de· 
~lolt'l\lI i. \e tbe Clail hOUSH, thr.t tho "Pr$lbytorr ollowa" in 1866 :md ligbtt"d to C'OuVl:!l"fIe. Tho discourse 
t boae papen are t. local mer· agaill ill 1878 &II a dQIegate by the !;faa lillmnoo to by the audience with 
anti! the . businesl .t mail erdor Synod of Iowa. to the General As· close Attention, the speaker intro· 
mil would ,;'aow a.iBtili funber de· 6embl,. of the United Stnt~. For ducing many quotations as he bad 
l1e to the IrN&t iAio or tho ho_o ReVf\niy reaM he "n~ an active hoom them from the lips of :Mr. 
ul:e lind tlle propt.rty of the lIom. m~mbe:, oft.hochurcb, aIwBYI'lr1!ady Harper. 

t;n~rleo lOUII;;m .. ::. !lnt 

w.,.. ap freua W C3t n .. 
onr 8ulI~Y. 

At r.. m ootiJJlf of the lint'., 
phone CompnrlY hold yr:--.;t.;..·. 
fllllowiD.t: omcera (Tete re·-' 

Prr.:3idoat, StDrr Brcd~'.. 
Vic~3·PrOt'li4eDt. Ncr::r:.:':.; 
thcT.tary, J . L. lonea, 
Tre:l9Ul'8t, A.. P!. !.fin.;;:'". 

Tou an beroby notified 
bunU., nor tmipaeoing i:.: 
OD. our rannlS . We ",m j 
.. nn.lly prosecute any 
found OD our fa!'a1D. 

()Jr.t..6JrDO J.lC' 

Wk!. BRZN'HA' 

b. C. DODD::. 

E. L. SlIITIl. 

CI$8In; eut Ptll:lUC f," 
H:!.vinp; wId 1111 fa.!'1l:I ;' 

in: tho stIlte, I Trill sell nt 
dence adjoining tho city' 
llediap~h8 on tho east on 

SATURDAY,JANU~\: 
at 1{l o'clock ~. m. obnrp, C 
log Jlro~rty' 

6 READ 0;:' J LORSES 1.;-' 
\1;"0. DmllDt'ls firm. ha .... trifld nIl to de,"o~ hi.'Jtalents and. me:\u.' for He waf; buried in tbefamily lot in 
ndR of Advert isi ng, but t:rQorience the ad"R.ncement of Chri!ltianity. the Kossuth cemetery betJide his 
oyes that th~ mOl\t profit:abie is William Ha"""r Ilev"'", ",ueh if J d _, -Black XDare 4. ,.enrold, . 

..... ~ v 'W e, W 10 lla8s~ away sever .. L.L yonrs "to(·.k, lTeiu:ht 1500 Ibs .. br::" 
trRctivtl nnll liberal IIdvertil,ing in time to the dCl'"c1o:JUlcnt of elluca- ago. The c:\..cd;:et was covered with bred, 3 rellI'l>oId, weight 
o local1J1iIper or paper,. tion. He was 1\ tenclH'r nt tho ('<lr11 he;<l.Utiful flo,vers from fricndl5, gl"ay Dlll.~ iu fo:J.~, 10 •. 

'l'J,. bd ~(,llll.tor of Okltl.hollll\ n~e .. o( lJinetoco yeaI'M. !ll' alltl his Rlllong whIch was !"t noral ,neath w~jght 1250, family b:; 

J I bro"hcr !;\\I;:bt th('o fint ll1r'x ",{'Iect from hid U&:oomtt'5 10 the St:1.te dllvlllg hOl"80,3 yr!:r.rtl OIrI 
.II I U' Ilonor of \1\'1U~ tho \'UltUl!"c::;t I J tJ 't ,. • , l!Iorr~1l (iratt colt 1 year 01. 

SC IOU lU Ie CI f of Bl1~lin"toll B:mk " 
(>llI iJl'r (lr tIlt! tlpP\'J' IJO\ISC III "0:11"." " I > ' • '" . ,.. 1150, "'Ol"! 011 M1)t1.u'"' (ha.ft 

~ or'<I:\':\\"U'l$ lt!ser\'e-l { t \\'J' Ii " \' 0 n~t'!l' (;UI"O Jn~t l':ls"ed hid 38th '." ~ 'fl." OIlU Y' I !;I.m ar}ler w:t~ a pOSI Ive 12 HEAD OF ,.... 'fTLF 
SU}lN'mtcnrit'ut of "l!ltool~ IU D 'II' '1 , "\ b' .' " . . . .... ... ~ "' ~t l llll\y :Sl'xt t,l hlln 10 yonth It! . ( ! C laY'ac er )' ~ 18 ('on, Ie 1O1l1l wero. tng of 8 milk COIT~ ~ of 

r. :\tnr (iHt:f,"I'nhall1. of ('·olora!l'l. ~I')!n ''i CO\1',ly. L1e _'HI' 011.) Ofl k'llI}Xlrl'II With CllllSCn'ationR R~ I filIi blood J('IS"YIl, b;,lt., 
JO '11'111 lit' ~ I V!':In< ohInu l)l'l.t'rn I tIl\' fOHnc\r-t".nf '\"(£"1"-:"11 ,\c 11!"mr. Ilppl"fladll'ri All 'qlll'i\!ion'< with t1(J.II AI:e cr:uif'l JeNt':r. .i or j' 

, ', aftt'f\\:Ill lo:::'dlrll', l"',ll;U' ('011"'1 1 0. t ' H I 'n'lllbe tr ..... llsnon. ~ .,r·· r:m. ~t'llnt .. rlhl!kl!\tofNt'hl'1ls I. ~ ~o 1 ...... 1":\1011. (·wnRn. peac!) llm,or <le,'h', " ' b', 

1

:1,11\1 \I a" I'IV'<:ril"11t uf lll(' P-. If ' I b IJ d b 1 ~ . Cl el"~, ~ ·, er,>s, n11 1 
,... .. " JI 011 DCI'I'1!!ht'1" 1 ::;ClI.I:OI'.. '->V,H~ 0 I ant \\ en en. c upon to Ill' Itrate oirl. -

\\'ctlli),:e, lit' Illdl,ltJ, ,,110 W:I>< Olle!' 11'll~1('I'" !lul'l!ll; the- <'.'(hl,IIlI'C or t.l.lI.' hI' ha,l all ('ye to the moc;t :lb8I1iute' no HEAD OF ROGti-30, 1. 
'OW II a', "I)v\'ol",ttOl'o[ thu .f'11.11\' " Cl)l\<,,!'" !:II' ,Il .. u ha~ 10\'('11 a llwO). I,lllstkl". R('li:.-ion permcated hi,. life; I Dlll'OC Jemey plt~ bl"("rj t,; 
ally 1!; olr!'lr'th;lu lllllO nth'~1' 1S~'U.'I' I her lIf \!~,) ho,ml. of 1',ll1l'.lllUU at I hc c:llTi<td It into hb tllmsactiollsj fp~tl .5 rccOltlcll 1«11 r?~l 
~"- heill).:" -<i h iR 1H·.'(t hirUlIlrw. I :'.It.

J
'lh

J
'Jt.pnl1.s. DIlI'I~I;': th0 \\"al' or tilO; it was lmU!i[clit ill hili kiuIU~ .. Sl"et't-I AOp",","J" Ibl,~~'~o'I,~~\'fJ"!lbl'r', +~ 

,. .. .• l"e l\! llllllt luo!,E'~1 ;'" if tl ' , ' J" . ' "c ... m m·or.::. 
Iha g-rcalO'lt lh~varlt\' lI.! a"c he., I: ,H n '\Olll mg: he W!1.S ever 1'O~.ur to ~lIalll~ !l.lll\'¥, & JlQui"l"tl'tl P\}"L~d f'·. 

• .. Ie a I flIft l:l tlll~ COUll! \' 11 ' -, fl' . ."'. J ~. . '.., 
'000 two '<1'1111 t.O'"5 [rom the ";lIn" I' . . . . C W.oS , .. o<u or t It~ llIMtUI', antI POlDt tho 1)111.· ;,0 f:, 1m::". 
lte j", tlmt ~E &'llatl'r '[rll .. r. of IJ~PP{)llItl'd 1"C('nmllLt!"n~ent IIIu1 Cll· wny that INl.ueth unto eft'rnnl lifo. I 100 WY~\NDOTTC: C .. 

l'"'te<im·lI,\·lllwll·'Ctl J J FARM lMrLET~N'rS 
'\tlmd\l, whn iii Illonlthau:li)e:"lrs ; . ~ ' .. ' 1l1'!D aUI t 1(' D . ' IJ.!;!.J. ~ 
I tl 

' b" ~, I llra,l wasl\\",IHk,l. eel" Dllie, BUI:!Y BeA ('Il~t· 
. l'l' llill IS co,e;I!,;'1\', ;:leuntl)l' "... fl1Lm WO<'"'lllS U ... • • t 
1:!,I'!"l'nlll1111. Mr. T(>\1("'williIO in : 1111:\111 Harpl:l". l'yer l'ill~(l he AW",h,',' C,Q\1ntry Dwellers Need. lues..'I. h(11~lSlp~ l"t';~n'b"":>le~,,' 

t"llllU to D~ M . r 0 our pop'Hallon Is u bn • ' v " " 
'1\1<1; tlhl hIS nr:r.tt iJirthl\ay. .Pour ,.:. .' Otll('1S Cll\lUty, ha!:l Ibe rosL I!I more or I~ss ,'Who. !:lODle bale{l O:"lt Fltrfl.w. 

vt.""1'1l l"lll>lltIcrl:!(l II ro t· rurn. 3.1 HOUSEHOLD J .... yn 
alCI; hn\'o 13ena.tOI"l' of tbe l':\lllEl ' . ]lr~'~wn ntlYc the country dWl!lllers need 00 ma1r:t . """-".~ 
:~. Lo1\''' ami ennis of K-IUS:r.S mall. In 15JU h(l \\'af' eh'ctetl it thcm happy Ilre reJi;lon oducatloll FURNITURE-.Refrig(>~ t' 

,tlt ~Cl"" "horn in 1860 S ,', I I Ulembi'r or tho Third Gl'ucml AJ;- and matf)~la.; pro~perlty. ' Tile farm. room set, aml m:m)' ~~"L' 
... mOil ,mt !1eD' i. 1 lS~O J' cannot empl . < too nUDlerow'l to m('::1T'''-

Ithol"lnml of Utah in.lI:iG') D'Il" I 1 ) ). U .. ( Ie ag;UIl "as elel·t- o) ns man) labOrers pOI TERMS-All - • 
~. I IIlg· cd 10 th(' L' "1 t ~ acra as they did before the comIng ot ( el1m~ of 

1m !lu,l Page of V'~rruont in 18~3 If. tg1~ a tm,' !tnd W:lo." OUI;) agrlcu\Illt:l.J '"nachiner)" Th ( der cnsh, over ~IO i'l. ~'?t;;. 
1<1 8im mlm!:lll.n!l O\'crm:\Il nf Nortl; 10 tho it'a,lIn.1! 1l\\!llllwl"s. scrving all ther mllst either ralsa r~wor r;~~~d~:: year, p\trchns~1' f:,·"i.'"ill:: ': 
J.l"olinn in 18:;-t-Callilnl lllr.ny t'Oll1rIlIWcs:lnd \':::::1 t.:hairll.luu or eXI)Ort some 'of tll~i~ population to aprroved lIeCllrlty. . n._ 

: of the cOll\lIIittt'll Oil '.>Chwis the r:ltlos.-Harpor"B Weekly I' for ~~h. E. D. ·J'ro$H~ .. , , Ra-

" 
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, 
recorrl shows. be h:t:) been actively employed in 
r:'tih'oad work for tWtmty ye:lI'S, :lnd with the eXf:cp· 
tion of :lhrlut two years, hlU! been witb thl! Chicago. 
Burlington &; Quincy Company. or \" .. ith the orig. 
inal eornp:lnies since incorporated into that great 
system, His !lxl>eriel1ce h:lS h!len v:lrlcd, and he 
h!\S scrved in man)' dilfel'ent cnp:lcities, Tu.'\t lIle 
rtuties devolving upon him have been discharged 
with ability and and firtelity is wcll at testc,! by Ilis 
long conti nuance in tbe service of II cornpany whose 
policy has always been to ret.!t.in faithful and com· 
I>eLect men ill their employ as long as possible, 

----~-------

I~ON' WIL LI AM HARPER, of l\J ertiapolis, 
J Des Muines Co" Iowa, is lIumhereri amoug 
, the pioneers of 1842, He is II. native of 

Ross County. Obio, hor n Nov, 3, 18 19. 
His f:tther, Jonb Harper, was II. nath'e of Pen dle. 
ton County, Va., no" West Virginia, wh ile his 
mother. Lydia (Jones) HIll')>er. was :l native of 
August:l County, V:l. His paternal grandfather, 
Arlam Harper, W:lS also a native of Pendletun 
County. but of German descent. By occuJl3.tion 
be WM a farmer, as 111'8.:1 his son Joab. The latter 
WM a very cunse r vative man, yet stroug in bis eon· 
victions of right. A member or the PresuY lel'lan 
Church. he was a strong believer ill the doctrinal 
teachings of tunt body. and continued fi rm in the 
faith until his dea.tb, which OCeuI't'ed Sept. I;, 1882, 
nt the ripe old nge of eighl)·.seven. His wife pre­
cede!l him to the eLel'llal worlrl se veral years, dying 
:It the nge of se venty-four, They real'ed a family 
of sis cli ildren.of whom live are yet living: Will· 
iam, the subject of this sketch; John, II. resi(lent 
farmer of Yellow Spring Township, Des Moines 
Co .. JOW3.; Rol)()rt J .• of Manhattan , Kan" is now 
Clerk of the Court of Riley County. anrl was for­
merly Judge of the Probate Cuurt; Joah, a furni. 
ture dealer at Gre3.t Bend, Kan, ; Anna, wife of 
E,\wArd Ht:il.er, of YelJow Spriug Township; A,lam , 
wbo rlied III the age of seventeen years. 

William Hnrpt!r, of whom we now write, like the 
great majurity of able Olen in the country. W8.:I 

rt:arcd upun a (arm nnd was C:ll'ly made ncquainted 
with 3. life of toil. In thc rtistl' ict schools of his 

-

ntlti \'e SLnte he receiv("-d the ru,limcnLS, of lUl En. 
glish education, and Kt Ule age of nineteen lll!lde 
teaching his ol,eul'lltion in ti,e winter time, wOl'king 
upon a fArm in the summCl', For three yenl'5 ht! 
cuntinued thus alternAtely to employ his time, ann 
tben I'esolved 1,0 go) West. T he fame of Iowa, 
. 1 the beautiful lund," so named by the Indians th:Lt 
ha,1 fol' years inhabitetl thi, favored I'egion, hall 
spread ahmad, and i.te resolved to there abide and 
make fol' himself a home, I n Octo her, 1842, he 
first el'Ossed tbe .. Father of Waters." making bis 
way to No.'tb Prn.irie. in wh3.t is now Yellow .spri ng 
Townsi.tip, where he determ ined to lOCAte, The 
winter following his arrival he taught a term of 
school in n log cahin church,nnd in February, 1843, 
made his tirs~ Jlurchase of Janrl, bei ng ui nety-fil'e 
acres 011 section Ii , Ydlow ::;pring TownShip, On 
the lanll was a small cahin, whiciJ. h3.d been erected 
but a short time, wi.t ile live acres of the ground had 
been broken. :-'oon After makIng liis purcbase iJ.e 
returned to Ohio, and on tbe itb d"y of August, 
lIH4, was united in mal'l'iAge with Miss Harriet 
Hcizer, a native of RUS8 County. Ohio, and riaughtel' 
of ~muel and Polly Heizer, wilu were natives of 
Vi rginia, I;ut of German ( 1~5cent, Soon after their 
mSl'l'iage t he young couple sr.arterl WI til a ~eam to 
their prairie bome, 'aniving here Oct. 3, \1:144. 
l\Io \'ing iow tbe cabin, they lived ilt frontier style 
fur fuur years, wben ' \\ir, Harper erected tbe COlli· 

modiou~ dwelling-bOUse which yet stands UpOIl the 
place. and io whic h the tnmily lived until ~8;7, 

wheo they moved to the vill.gt: ot Medlal>olis, To 
bis original purchase Mr, Harper a(itled othcl'lands, 
until be had a fine fal'm of :2 1 0 acres, which he still 
owns, In 18; 7 he built a handsome residence in 
Meliillpolis, whicb he now occupies, One child 
hll;!ssco tile IInion of Mr, and Mrs. Harper, Lurissa 
Janc. wbo was educaterl at the ::5r.at.e Univel'!ity, and 
is now tbe wife of Hon. William Eo Fuller, of West 
Unio n, l ow:l. an attol'uey.at. law, who is now servo 
ing his second term as l\Jemher of Congress, repre. 
senting the FOllrth Congresbion:ll District, Mr, 
Fuller is a man of ti ne ahilitY, ano is fnst making a 
rccorrl 3S olle of ti.te lea<iing men of the StAte. 

Like his father before him, Willi:lJU Il:lrper is a 
man of strong cunvictions, When Ollce his mind 
is m:lrle up it will req uire overwhelmicg pruof th3.t 

\ 

) 
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he is wrong before he can IJe changed. hut on no 
qtlf'stion o f public infA're!t noes be hastily come to 
:\ conclusion. but helieves in investigating thoroughly 
every suhject. In ellrly lire. ami until h.e rell..(:hed 
micfcfle ~ge, he .... ns a stanch Democfl\~, nn d hy th.'lt 
[JRrty was I'tl'cled a memiler of the House of Rep­
r('sent."ttives of the Tbirrl General Assemhly or the 
StltU>. in "hi~h position he servee! in a creditahle 
mllnn('r aocl to the satisfaction of his constituents. 
I n educational matters he always took great inte rest. 
his experie nce as a teAcher giving him an insight:\s 
to the net'rl s of the school system. Knowing his 
intert's t in such nlnllt-!'!!, his party placed him in 
nomination for the olf1ce of County Superintend ent 
of puhlic schools, to wbich position be was elect.ed 
nnd re-elected, scrv ing in nil si x yCll rs. While a.CL­
ing with the Democratic pnrty, he was a lways 
strongly opposen to sill very. , nri when, os he thought, 
the q uestion cou ld no longer be t'vRderl , be severeri 
his connection with the Uemocr:'ltic pnl'ty an,1 bc· 
came just !IS arrlent nn nrl vocate of t he principles of 
the Republican party. As a RepUblican, Mr, Har­
per WRll ~lecteO in 18iO a memher o f tbe Thi rteenth 
General Assembly ann serverl one term, sinoe whi ch 
time he has held no political office, t hongh still re ­
taining his interest in political allah'S, It is riu e 
biro, howt'ver, t.o state Ulllt he WIIS ne\'er an ASpirant 
for politicnl favors, and tha.t his preference bAS a l­
IVa)'s bee n to live in private. His service in official 
stfttiolls has al .... ays been through the ellrnest solici­
tations of (rienrls. 

The religiolls faith of MI', H:trrer's father was 
inherit.t>rl, find in his arlvoc:tcy of the e:trrlinal points 
of Presbyterianism he is energetic ann 1\'1'11 g rou nded 
in "the hope set before him." Becoming a mem­
ber of t he church Rt an eRrly nge, he has at all times 
heen an ardent worker in the cause or his Master. 
the church ann the Sabhath-school being to bim nn 
ark or refuge. For thirty. three yelu'S be hRS sel'veri 
as a Ru ling Elder, and in that offi ce h~ show n rare 
gi ft..s of one .... 1'10·' ruleth well," anel who hns a love 
botb for the CIIuse and those who arivocate it, Twice 
has he been sent b)' the P resbytery of Io wa as a 
rie' egate to tbe General Asse'llbly o r the Uniteri 
St."ttes, the first time in 1856 at New Yc.II'k City, :tnri 
ugni n in 18; 6,.'lt Brooklyn, N, y, This is nn honor 
of I\' hich be mi\y well be prolld, especinlly ns he 

wns chose n among many who wou lf\ bA ve been 
pleaserl to att.eDrl, and who were well qualified to 
rlischarge the rluties of:l. dele."uate, Mr, Harper he. 
came a member of the first P resbyterian Church 
ol'gaotzed in his locality. the o lr! Rou nd Pnirie 
Church. with which he was connected for some 
Jpars, tl'fl.nsferrin$!' his membersh ip to the Yello w 
Spring Preshyterian Church at the time wben II. 

lnl'ge numuer of the two boriies uniter! in a Ilew or­
ganizAtion, on account of the sl:l very ' question. 
When the churcb At Merliapolis WIlS organizeri, h€l 
entered into relationship with i~, llSSisl.eci in its or· 
ganit.a.tion. and b('c.'lme one of the 51'5t Ruling EI. 
nel'S, in wbieil position he ilas conti nued to act to 
tbe present time, I n nll work the aid and encour­
age ment of a goorl wife is very heneficinl . bu t 
eSI>ccially is this so in the work pel'former! for our 
?Jaster, anrl in this w:l.y bas Mrs, Harpt>r been truly 
a helpmeet. ,she, too. is g, member of the Presb.\'. 
terian Church; her zeal is untiring, he~ lahor un_ 
ceasing. anrl the rewarrl of a true C h ristian life wi ll 
sUloely be hers, An earncst Christian lady. she wins 
tile love .'lntl rcspeC't o f all, 

In the builrling of the old J€lfferson Acari emy, 
~ubsequen~ly kno .... n as the "Yellow Spring Co!­
Jegiate Institute," and la.ter as "Yell ow Spring 
College," !'IIr, Barper I\'as quite activ e. and was the 
President of tue Board of Directors duri ng the en­
tire e.xi~t.euce of the institution, As long ' a~ the 
college existen he wa$ one of its stanchest f riends. 
But it hns not alonp. heE!n in church and eduentional 
matt.e1'S that Mr, Harper has been active, but in all 
questions or re form, aocl in every legitimate public 
enterpl'i"e. None has ever been more willing to do 
bis pal't in anytbing tendi ng t o the !lublin good, anri 
in ~he rlischarge o f the public cl u ti<:<s be b:ts often 
hart to sacrifice his own convenience anci work at a 
persoOllI loss, Fel\' men in Des Moinoes County Me 
bet\..e l' ~nown, and none more uni verully respecteri . 
Age r!oes not ciim his facult ies, 0 1' quench his de­
@irc to he of ~om6 serv ice to the lVorlrl , nnd t o d(1 
goon t.o bis felluwmen, 

Since bis rem oval to M.ed iapolis Mr. Har'per has 
been engageci in the real-estnte llnrl loan hnsin~, 
Si nce I t\50 he has bt'cn n Not.nl'Y Puhlic, receiving 
bis til'st C0romission from Gov, H empstead , As 
administrntor anrl e:r ccutol' he bas I\.nministe rerl on 
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more estates than any lll:l.n in Des Moines County, 
and no ch:l.rge o f miS:l.pproprintion of fun (is htL! 
ever heen b.id :It his lloor. Honest :\1111 upright in 
his dealings. consirlerate of the feelings of olhfrs. 
it is not to be wond el'Ccl th!lt he enjoys the conti. 
Il ence of his fellowmen in an emine nt degree. The 
life of such a man isa perpetual lesson to the I'ising 

genera tion. 

eORNELIUS L. POOR, altorney.at..lnw. Par· 
sons Block. No. :10, Jefferson street, Burling. 
ton, Iowa, WILS born in Venango Cou nty, Pa., 

May llJ. HS45. :lOll is a &On of A lonzo and Eliza· 
betli ( Henrlcrson) Poor. His father was born in 
the same county, Jan. I. 18l8,of an old New Ell. 
gland fam ily. rlescenrled from .John Poor. of Ne~" 
bu r),port. i\!IlSll. , whose ancestors were of English 
o rigin, a nd first settled at NewliuryporL in 1640. 
The olrl 11Omeste!\d of tlie family. :140 years olrl. is 
still intact at tlHl.t pl!lce. The fa mily of Mr. Poor's 
mother were PennsylvlI.niansof Scotdl· Jrish rlescent, 
and date their settlement in that ~tate back to eA dy 
Colonia.! days. Her death OCCli rred III tbe home. 
stead in VenangoCon nty, Pa., Apl·iIS.1883. Her 
husb[t nd sllr vives her. and resides at the old hvmc. 

Corneli us L. IVa! educated at the Slate Normal 
School, or Edinboro. P •. , and soon after leaving 
school entel'erl lIpon the sturly of law in tbe offi ce 
of Taylol' &: Mackey. a prominent law firm of Frank. 
lill, Pa. He was arlmitterl to prnctice in the courts 
o f Penm.ylnnia in 18H, and established himself in 
husilless at FI'3nklin , Pa.,nnd was arlmittcd to pnrt­
nershi p with olle of his prece ptors. Hon. C. W. 
Mackey. I n 1875 be came to Burlington , lown, 
anti eSl..3bJisl1erl an office for tile firm in this ci ty. 
The senior memhcr of lhe firm frilled to remOve U, 

Bu di ngton as he hfl.d contemplated, nnd in 18iij the 
finn WI\5 di$5olverl. Mr. Poor then fo rmerl a part· 
nership witll Mr. E. A. Mi llspaugh. under the firm 
lIame of P OOl' &: Millsp:lugh. This connection con· 
ti nueri from 1877 to Aug ust, 1880. when it was dis· 
solved hy mutual consent. He next formed a 
P8l'tflcrship with Charles Baldwin. under the name 
o f Poor &: B:lirl win, which conti.lI ued until Mr. 
nnlrlwin removed to Salt Lake City in August. 
ll:ltl'i, sincc wh icli l ime i\lr. Po(Jr hitS Leen alone in 

htl~incss. He is !l Rcpuhlicrln in politics nnd has 
been in('ntified with that [llll'Ly since becoming a 
voter. He '1'1"35 united in mo.l'riage. in Eric County. 
PRo, March 20, Id6/. to Miss Sllrab M., (bughLer 

of William and Mnrgaret GOOflball. Mrs. POOl' Wa!l 

born in Ede Cou nty, PRo Fou r children w\'re born 
o f t heir union , two soos and t wo dallgbters; Frert 
L. , born Jan. 8, 1868. at Franklin, PA,; Corn E.; 
ho rn Feb. 15, \870, 11.150 at Ft,t1nldill, Pa.; Elizabeth, 
born Jan. 5, 1876, at Burlington. Iowa; and Ben 
P erley. bom iUarch 31, 1881, at Burlington. 

~lt. Poor ha.s built np an extensive pr.(lctice, ane! 
h9.! won a lending place among tbe mcmhcl's of tbe 
De.s Moines County har. Inrtustriotls IL! a student 
o f current conrt rlecjsions, aorl the best autllorities 
in Ule profession. careful nll.l methodical in the 
p rcparntion of cast's, his clients have lenrnerl to 
have the utmost confidence that their best interfSts 
will be gu:uded witli cnre anrl their cases ably cou· 
ductcrl . He was four times ele~ted City Solicitor 
o f the city of Budington, and ~erved in that capac· 
ity Crom 1878 to U182. during Ivhich time some or 
the most important litigations in wbich the ci ty was 
ever ooncerned wel'c conducted tu n successful ter. 
mination. I n adrlition to his In,,· pl'actice Mr. 
P OOl' is identiHed with the manufacturing interests 
of the city, a nd is Vice Presirl.:mt of the Buffington 
"fheel Company. As a ci tizen and I~eighbor he is 
highly estee me<l. anrl possesses the respect Ilnd kindly 
regal' rl of those wi th "'hom be hILS hu siness o r social 
relations. 

J,OHN 1\1. MER CER. of the la ... · firm of T racy 
t & Mercer. Bu rl ington. Iowa, was born at 

~II Kewanee:, Hen ry Co., I II.. Ailg'. 28. l 8b8. nnd 
~ is a sou o f William and Snrnh C. (Miller) 
Mercer. both of whom were born in County Down , 
h dan<1. of Scotch origin. and are members of tue 
PrE'sbyterian Church. They emigrated LO Amel'icll 
when quile yonng, nnd are botb living, being I·esi· 
dents of Burlington. !\I I'. Mercer is fOI'em3n in the 
engine PlIinling Ilepartment of the Cbicngo. Bur. 
l ington & Quincy R3ilroa.1 Compnny. anri Ilus helrl 
that pos iti on for t be past eigbtel.'n yeal's. 

John 1\1. . Merce r came to Burlington with hill 

J 




