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Nzme of RepresentativeHARPER, WILLIAM Senator
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1. Birthday and place_3 November 1819, Ross County, Ohio

2. Marriage (s) date place
Harriet Ware Heizen, (8 Octoher 1819 — 3 October 1896), 7 August 1844, Ohio

-

3. Significant events for example:

A. Business farmer, banker, real estate, loan and insurance

B. Civic responsibilities

C. Profession

4. Church membership PFPresbyterian

5. Sessions served 3d GA 1850 DM county; 13th GA 1870-72 HD2 DEs Moines Co.

6. Public Offices

A. Local Notary public; Co.Supt Schools 6 years; bd education Mediapolis
recruiting agent for county during Civil War

B. State

C.-National

7. Death 31 December 1908, at home, Mediapolis, after short illness;
buried Kossuth Cemetery
8. Children Lurissa Jane (Louie) (FULLER)

9. Names of parents Joab Harper (Pendleton Co [West] Virginia, —--- - 17 Sept. 1882)
Lydi'a Joens (gugusta 0. Vay (dtedatr age 74). Farmer. —Srtong Presbyteriam—

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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11. Degrees

12. Other applicable informationAt age 19 began teaching in winter and iiﬁing
rest—of—year—aAfter 3—years; moved—to

To Des Moines County October 1842, purchased farm in Yelllow Sprnmgs Township. Taught school
winter of 843, imJlog churchnmear farm—Returnmed—to6hio18435—and—after marriage—cmme back
to farm in YS Twp, 3 October 1844. Lived in log cabin on farm 4 years; then built sshstantial
house. Lived—there—untii—1877when—he moved—toMediapoliss

United with Round Prairie Pres Ch Feb. 1843; became mehber Yellow Springs Pres Ch. 1850
and elder md*ﬁerkm&ater——lﬂ—}ﬁ%e—thﬁw—ch&reheﬁmf&d—ﬁe—waﬂﬂiﬁg—eﬁer and
clerk. After move to Mediapolis involved in organization of Pres church there, and ruling
elder for Wmﬁ-eﬁemenmﬁtm—oﬁéeﬁh—ﬁé—wmhﬁ%gatﬁe to
General Assembly of US Pres Ch, 1856 and 1876.

He amd—his-brother—taught first—targe school—inBurtiggton—Was co—supt—schools—6 yrs.
A founder of Yellow Springs Academy, which became Yellow Springs College; he was on its bd
trustees asIongas—it—existed:

During Civil War he was appointed recruiter for Civil War servicemen, and was so suc-—
cessful that-county--avoided-draft—Entisted-many hundred-mens
In *870 legislature was chair of committee on schools.

Organizer of State Bankof Mediapolis;—presmany years:—InMediapthiis was realtor,
involved with loans and insurance. Notary Public 1850. Did much conveyancing and drew many
wills; admimistrator-or-executor of many estat3es:

Daughter married attorney from West Union, Iowa, who served several terms in US Congress.
A niece, Nellie Heizen, came to his famioly as a child, and lived with him until his death.

Survived by 7 grandchildren, 9 great grandchilrren, niece, two brothers.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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Sources lLoy For Leglslalion Enliies

Appllcabl iy

Source llon Appllcable Applicable 1nformalion oblained
Mediapolis New Era News, Wed. Jan 6, 1909 X death, bio
Stork/Clingan; Tegislators X sessions serfwd
House Jouwmaal, 1905 X memorial
Portrait & Bio Album, Des Moines Co., 1888 X bio B
Yellow Springs Cemetery Records X Wm and wf __ . _ . __

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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3at-wonderful achievements
‘poenie think thoy would do 1f
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18 Sifisg 4 for every one to do
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uible.
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azy by s kind sct it
u nma} a mar safoly Gversome
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»plo samg of peacs, joy snd
will sieping the Christmes sea-
lht!; thﬂt was well, But now
the'seasos is gona does it menn
sopdethas tho Chrlatmas spirit
ae iflo. not te resppear for nn-
-twelvp mouths? If so then the
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wrn the Christmas lesgon akight,

oly bas properly kept Christ-
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With the aladng Mm of 52
yoar 1938 tbe lifs of Witifaty Bax-
por, one of the plonesr rasidents

of MeMspols, - enme 40, 'a " cldse
Jost ono- of her

citizens and 8l in the emnmmity -1
faithfal friend,

Wm, Harper was borh . _inf Ross
County, Ohio, November ¥xd, 1619,
Ho eamo o Des Meoines County,
Towra, i October 1642, and purchas-
edn farm i section 15, Yellow
Bpring township, Hs taught school
$he winter of 1843 in the log church
situatod a short Giatunce esst.of his
farm, 1In 1843 Mz, Hsyper returned
$o Ohlo and August 7, 1044 ho mar-
ried Miss Harrict (Wara) E."eizer,
They came to fows by team end
gottled on their farm in & log cabin,
October 3, 1644. The Herper ané
Heizor families woro - origiuslly
from Virginia and of German origin,
February 10, 1643, Wm, Harper
uanited by. cortificate with (ke
Round Prairie Yresbytorian chuech,
April 1, 1850, William and Harriet
Earper became metubers of the Yel-
low Spring Presbytérian church,
On Fobruary 2,184, My. Harper was
elected elder and April 8, 8541. clerk
of said church,

In 1870 under ¢he plan of umion

ot and. - ixFbadar Rudlic by Goorgs Bemstesd in 16001 -

end for many years ho did moat of
the conveyancing and drewing of
wills for the people in the northern

ebly has been administrator and ox-
ecutor of moreestates shan any other
man in the state.

In 1877 he removed to Hediapo-
lis whera he ey uuoeess!ully eax-
risdon s real estate, lomand in-
surance business.

It will bo peen from this brief
skotoh that Mr, Havper has been an
sctive snd suceessful men in the

and i would only betrue ¢o state
that ho was ite Jeading citizen.

Mr. and My Harper had only
one child, Luriesa Jane, who was
always known in this community es
Louie. 8ho married William .
Fuiler, of Weast Union, fowa, Janu-
sry ist, 1868, snd wes the mother
of nin ¢ children, William Harper
is survived by seven grand cbild-
ren and nine great-grand-children,
Ming Nellie Beizor, aniecs, became

adopted by the General Assemblies
the Round Prairie and Yellow

iplant in the human breast,

five courss New Years dinner
sorved #t tho well appeinten |

2 of Mr.and Mra,Charles Bloom- | ff

onroute 5. Tho guests were,
osed of mear neighbors and |
ds, including Rev, Laure and |
ly. ers weore laid for 32
hall . sattempttogive themenn
would be impusing on the gener-
of the editor to ronsume so much
3. Tusay that Mre., Bloombery
lavghters bave attained per-
on in culinary art, would be

ng it mifAYCS: Jona driiglial apd PiRie

rnbankaload itk inateneaantal
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2 membsr of Mr. and Mrs. Harper's
family when a child and has con-
tinuously lived with them sines to
the time of his death and is con-
sidered and known as o member of
the family.

He leaves two brothets, John, of
this place, end Robert. of Mauhat-
tan, Koneas, to,mourn his death,

Mr. Harper wase munof great.
faith. He loved people. especially
the young. At least three genera-
tions in this community have louok-
ed to him for advice and words of
encouragement as they were about
to enter life's contest. He has not
lived in vain. Hundreds revere and

ap 'Y whe el

part of the county. In probatd|
matters he wasan expert, and prob- |-

northers half of Des Moines county| -
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OIS QL OURImeu Wit HIgLUILgHuL
il voeal musie of high order, Cur-
ot events was discussed and all
)ld rather optimiatic views of the
yw yoar. The gueats, in departing
1t they had been hichly enter-
ined -~A hadstarted the now year
'bf. '**
1t io ntated that the large catalog-
 homsea experienced a shrinkieg
business the past year amonnting
$10,000,000. This was mainly
80 tho grent netivity and system-
 &forts put forth by the retail
m'and their ¢rade journals all
érthe country. Thisisgratifying
$ho retail trade and indicates one
the moat effeotive ways of com-
tting tho catalogue houses and of
eping trade ut home. If the re-
| merchants ‘would realize mor
an, some of themndothat what the
taloguw in te the mail bouses, that
» home papers are te local mer-
ants the business of mail erdoer
ms would sanw ajstill further de-
ne to the groat gaim of tho home
ude and the property of the home
wn. DBusiness firmahavo triad all
nds of advertising, but gzperience
oves that the most profitable is
iractive and liberal advertising in
o local paper or papers.

The  bd eepator of Oklahoma
& the nonor of being the voungest
ember of the upper house in years,
pator GGore just passed lis 88th
rthulny. Noext to him in youth is
nator Guggenham, of Colorado,
a0 will be 41 years oldon Decam
T a0,
wus 41 on December 1, Senator
weridge, of Indian, who was ones
wwn it huy orator of the senate,”
ally is oldor than nine other sena-
s, being 47 his next birthday,
The greatost disparity in awe be.
weu two senators from the smne
wte is that of Senator Teller, of
Horado, who is more than 37 years
Jer than' his eoleague, Seoator
aggenham, Mr. Tellere wiil ba 70
ars old hus next birthday,  Four

"

ates have senators of the same
. Long and Curris of Kaunsas
ith wers born in 1860. Smoot and
wtherland of Utal in. 1862, Dilling-
un and Page of Vermont in 1843,
W Simmons and Overman of North
arolina in 1854 —Capital,

Senator Burkett of Nebras- |

and Stat

!
o ,.:_";;.- f“" %

tho Fitst Presbyterinn vnurch of
Kossuth. In this organization My,
Harper continued ad Rulihg Tlder
and Clerk of Soession. S

In 1877 he moved to Mediapolis
and was active in the organization
of the First Presbyterian church of
Mediapolis (a part of the Kossuth
church) where he continued aé Rul-
ing Elder for many years until' age
compelled him to withdraw from
active work, He was retired and
made £lder Emeritus and continu-
ed until the end—svive in council,
fervent in spirit.

He was an Elder continuously for
fifty-four years. He was sent by
tho “*‘Presbytery of Iowa"in 1856 and
again in 1876 o & delegate by the
Synod of Iown to the General As-
sembly of the United States, For
reventy years he was an active
member of the church, always ready
to devote his talents and means for
the advancement of Christinnity.

William Harper devoted much

time to the development of educa-
tion. He was a teacher ut the carly
age of nineteen years, He and his
brother taught the first Inrge select
school in the city of Burlington.
For six years he jwerved as Couuty
Suaperintendent of schiools in Des
Moin»s county. e wa< one of
Fthe fonnders of Jofforson Academy,
iafterwards Yoellow Spring College
and was president of (he Bourd of
Trustees during the existunes of the
college. He also has been 2 moem-
ber of ihw boaml of eduention at
Mediapolis,  Duvingthe war of i
rebellion it looked as if there wonld
be a draftin this county. He was
appointed recruiting agent and en-
sted many hundred wen and  the
[draft wus avoided.
P Willimom Harper, ever sinao he
came to Des Moines ecounty, hus
been considerad g 1-epr¢_e,...;1mm-@
man. In 1850 he was elected a
| member of the Third General As-
sembly. In 1870 he again was elect-
ed to the Legislature and was ong
of the leading members, serving on
many comittees and was chuirman
of the committes on sehools,

He was our {riend and brother.

William Harpor died in his nine-
tieth year in his home Thursday
December 81, 1908, sbout 5 o'clock
p. m., after a short illness.

Funeral services were Leld in the
Presbyterian church at 2 o'clock p.
m. January 8, 1909, in charge of
Rev. C. G, Bruce, his pastor and
hsisted by Tev. M. E. Reusch, of
the Methodist church, Rev. M. J.
Laure, of the BSwedish Lutheran
church end Rev. Bamuel Olleren-
shaw, of the Presbyterion church of
Kossuth,

Rov. Ollerenshaw, ing few briel
words, vaid a beautiful tribute to
the life and character 6f the deceae-
ed. Thesermon by tho pastor was
taken from I Cor. 15: 35, With what
body do they coms,” a favorite
theme upon which 2r, Harper de-
lighted to converse. The discourse
was listoned to by the audience with
close attention, the speaker intro-
ducing many quotations as he had
heard them from the lips of Mr
Harper.

He was buried in the family lot in
the Kossuth cemetery beside his
wife, who passed away several years
ago. The casket was covered with
heautiful flowers from friends,
among which was o floral wreath
from his associates in the State
Bank.

I William Harper was® a positive
| character yet his cenvictions were
.t.em]xarud with conservations,
approached all questions with de-

and when called upon to arbitrvate
{he had an eye to the most absolute
justice. Relicion permeanted hislife;
he earried it into Lis transactions;

i it was manifest in his kindly greet-

ing; he was ever ready to spaak o
word for the masfer, and point the
way that leadeth unto eternal life.

What Country Dwellers Need,

A third of our population |s urban
the rest !s more or less rural. What
the country dwellers need to make
them happy are religlon, education
and matesial prosperity. The farm
cannct employ as many laborers p
acre as they did before the coming of
agriculcural  machinery. Therefora
they must elther ralse fewor children
or export some ‘of their population to
the eitios—Marper's Weekly. |
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DES MOINES COUNTY.

record shows, he has been .act.ive]y employed in
railroad work for twenty years,and with the excep-
tion of about two years, has been with the Chicago,
Burlington & Quiney Company, or with the orig-
inal companies since incorporated into that great
system. His experience has been varied, and he
has served in many different capacities. That the
duties devolving upon him have been discharged
with ability and and fidelity is well attested by his
long continuance in the service of n company whose
pulicy has always been to retain faithful and com-
petent men in their employ as long as possible.

\ ON. WILLTAM HARPER, of Mediapolis,
i Des Moines Co., Iowa, is numbered among
! the pioneers of 1842. He is a native of

Ross County, Obio, born Nov. 3, 1819.
His father, Joab Harper, was a native of Pendle-
ton County, Va., now West Virginia, while bis
mother, Lydia (Jones) Harper, was a native of
Augusta County, Va. FHis paternal grandfather,
Adam Harper, was also a native of Pendleton
County, but of German descent. By occupation
he was a farmer, as was his son Joab. The latter
was & very conservative man, yet strong in his con-
victions of right. A member of the Presbyterian
Church, he was a strong believer in the doctrinal
teachings of that body, and continued firm in the
faith until his death, which occurred Sept. 17, 1882,
at the ripe old age of eighty-seven. His wife pre-
ceded him to the eternal world several years, dying
at the nge of seventy-four. They reared a family
of six children, of whom five are yet living: Will-
iam, the subject of this sketch; John, a resident
farmer of Yellow Spring Township, Des Moines
Co., lowa; Robert J., of Manhattan, Kan., is now
Clerk of the Court of Riley County. and was for-
merly Judge of the Probate Court; Joab, a furni-
ture dealer at Great Bend, Kan.; Anna, wife of
Edward Heizer, of Yellow Spring Township; Adam,
who died at the age of seventeen years.

William Harper, of whom we now write, like the
great majority of able men in the country, was
reared upon a farm and was early made acquainted
with a life of toil. In the district schools of his

native State he received the rudiments of an En-
glish education, and at the age of nineteen made
teaching his occupation in the winter time, working
upon a farm in the summer. For three years he
continued thus alternately to employ his time, and
then resolved to go West. The fame of lowa,
*‘ the beautiful land,” so naumed by the Indians that
had for years inhabited this favored region, bad
spread abroad, and Le resulved Lo there abide and
make for himself a home, In October, 1842, he
first crossed the * Father of Waters,” making his
way to North Prairie, in what is now Yellow Spring
Township, where he determined tu locate. The
winter following his arrival he taught a term of
school in a log cabin church, and in February, 1843,
made his first purchase of land, being ninety-five
acres on section 17, Yellow Spring Township. On
the land was a small cabin, which had been erected
but a short time, while five acres of the ground had
been broken. &Soon after making his purchase he
returned to Ohio, and on the 7th day of August,
1844, was united in marviage with DMiss Harriet
Heizer, a native of Ross County. Ohio, and daughter
of Samuel and Polly Heizer, who were natives of
Virginia, but of German descent. Soon after their
marriage the young couple started with a team to
their prairie home, arriving here Oct. 3, 1844.
Moving into the cabin, they lived i [rontier style
for four years, when ‘Mr. Harper erected the com-
modious dwelling-house which yet stands upon the
place, and in which the family lived until 1877,
when they moved to the village of Mediapolis. To
his original purchase Mr. Harper added other lands,
until he had a fine farm of 210 acres, which he still
owns. In 1877 he built a handsome residence in
Mediapolis, which he now occupies. One child
blessed the union of Mr. and Mrs, Harper, Lurissa
Jane, who was educated at the State University, and
is now the wife of Hon. William E. Fuller, of West
Union, Iowa, an attorney-at-law, who is now serv-
ing his second term as Member of Congress, repre-
senting the Fourth Congressional District. Mr.
Fuller is a man of fine ability, and is fast making a
record as one of the leading men of the State.
Like his father before him, William llarper is a
man of strong convictions. When ounce his mind

B

is made up it will require overwhelming proof that )
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he is wrong before he can be changed. but on no
question of public interest does he hastily come to
a conclusion. but believes in investigating thoroughly
every subject. In early life. and until he reached
middle age. he was a stanch Democrat. and by that
party was elected a membler of the House of Rep-
resentatives of the Third General Assembly of the
State, in which position he served in a creditable
manner and to the satisfaction of his constituents.
In educational matters he always took great interest.
his experience as a teacher giving him an insight as
to the needs of the school system. Knowing his
interest in such matters, his party placed him in
nomination for the office of County Superintendent
of publie schools, to which position he was elected
and re-elected, serving in all six years. While act-
ing with the Democratic party, he was always
strongly opposed toslavery, gnd when, as he thought,
the question could no longer be evaded, he severed
his connection with the Democratic party and be-
came just as ardent an advocate of the principles of
the Republican party. As a Republican, Mr. Har-
per was elected in 1870 a member of the Thirteenth
General Assembly and served one term, since which
time he has held no political office, though still re-
taining his interest in political affairs. It is duoe
him. however, to state that he was never an aspirant
for political favors, and that his preference has al-
ways been to live in private. His service in official
stations has always been through the earnest solici-
tations of friends,

The religious faith of Mr, Harper’s father was
inherited, and in his advocacy of the cardinal points
of Presbyterianism he is energetic and well grounded
in * the hope set before him.,” Becoming a mem-
ber of the church at an early nge, he has at all times
been an ardent worker in the cause of his Master,
the church and the Sabbath-school being to him an
ark of refuge. For thirty-three years he has served
as a Ruling Elder, and in that office has shown rare
gifts of one who * ruleth well,” and who has a love
both for the cause and those who advocate it. Twice
has he been sent by the Presbytery of Iowa asa
delegate to the General Assembly of the United
States, the first time in 1856 at New York City, and
again in 1876, at Brooklyn, N. Y. This is an honor
of which be may well be prond, especinlly as he

was chosen among many who would have been
pleased to attend. and who were well qualified to
discharge the duties of a delegate. Mr. Harper be-
came a member of the first Presbyterian Church
organized in his locality, the old Round Prairie
Church, with which he was connected for some
years, transferring his membership to the Yellow
Spring Presbyterian Church at the time when a
Inrge number of the two bodies united in a new or-
ganization, on account of the slavery "question.
When the church av Mediapolis was organized. he
entered into relationship with it, assisted in its or-
ganization, and became one of the first Ruling El-
ders, in which position he has continued to act to
the present time. In all work the aid and encour-
agement of a guod wife is very beneficial, but
especially is this so in the work performed for our
Master, and in this way has Mrs. Harper been truly
a helpmeet. She, Loo, is @ member of the Presby-
terian Church; her zeal is untiring, her labor un-
ceasing, and the reward of a true Christian life will
surely be hers. An earnest Christian lady, she wins
the love and respect of all.

In the building of the old Jefferson Academy,
subsequently known as the * Yellow Spring Col-
legiate Institute,” and later as * Yellow Spring
College,” Mr. Harper was quite active, and was the
President of the Board of Directors during the en-
tire existence of the institution. As long as the
college existed he was one of its stanchest friends,
But it has not alone beén in church and educational
matters that Mr. Harper has been active, but in all
questions of reform, and in every legitimate public
enterprise. None lias ever been more willing to do
his part in anything tending to the public good, and
in the discharge of the public duties he has often
had to sacrifice his own convenience and work ata
personal loss. Few men in Des Moines County are
better known, and none more universally respected.
Age does not dim his faculties, or quench his de-
sire to be of some service to the world, and to do
good to his fellowmen.

Since his removal to Mediapolis Mr. Harper has
been engaged in the real-estate and loan business.
Since 1850 he has been a Notary Public, receiving
his first commission from Gov. Hempstead., As
administrator and executor he bas administered on

. S e i e S
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Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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more estates than any man in Des Moines County,
and no charge of misappropriation of funds has
ever been laid at his door. Honest and upright in
his dealings, considerate of the feelings of others,
it is not to be wondered that he enjoys the confi-
dence of his fellowmen in an eminent degree. The
life of such a man isa perpetual lesson to the rising
generation.

: =74

Tl

sons Block, No. 307 Jefferson street, Burling-

ton, Iowa, was born in Venango County, Pa.,

May 13, 1845, and is a son of Alonzo and Eliza-
beth (Henderson) Poor. His father was born in
the same county, Jan. 1, 1818, of an old New En-
gland family, descended from .John Poor, of New-
buryport, Mass., whose ancestors were of English
origin, and first settled at Newburyport in 1640,
The old homestead of the family. 240 years old, is
still intact at that place. 'The family of Mr. Poor’s
mother were Pennsylvanians of Scotch-Irish descent,
and date their settlement in that State back to early
Colonial days. Her death occurred at the home-
stead in Venango County, Pa,, April 3. 1883. Her
husband survives her, and resides at the old home,
Cornelins L. was educated at the State Normal
School, of Edinboro, Pa., and soon after leaving
school entered upou the study of law in the office
of Taylor & Mackey, a prominent law firm of Frank-
lin, Pa. He was admitted to practice in the courts
of Pennsylvania in 1874, and established himself in
business at Franklin, Pa., and was admitted to part-
nership with one of his preceptors, Hon. C. W,
Mackey. In 1875 he came to Burlington, Iowa,
and established an office for the firm in this city.
The senior member of the firm failed to remove to
Burlington as he had contemplated, and in 1876 the
firm was dissolved. Mr. Poor then formed a part-
nership with Mr. E. A. Millspaugh, under the firm
name of Poor & Millspaugh. This connection con-
tinued from 1877 to August, 1880, when it was dis-
solved by mutual consent. He next formed a
partnership with Charles Buldwin, under the name
of Poor & DBaldwin, which continued until Mr.
Baldwin removed to Salt Lake City in August,
1887, since which time Mr. Poor bas Leen alone in
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business. He is a Republican in politics and has
been identified with that party since becoming a
voter. He was united in marriage, in Erie County.
Pa., March 20, 1867, to Miss Sarabh M., daughter
of William and Margaret Goodbaun. Mrs. Poor was
born in Erie County, Pa. Four children were born
of their union, two sons and two daughters: Fred
L., born Jan. 8, 1868, at Franklin, Pa.; Cora E.;
born Feb. 15,1870, also at Frankiin, Pa.; Elizabeth,
born Jan. 5, 1876, at Burlington, Iowa; and Ben
Perley, born March 31, 1881, at Burlington,

Myr. Poor has built up an extensive practice, and
has won a leading place among the members of the
Des Moines Connty har. Industrious as a student
of current court decisions, and the best authorities
in the profession, careful and methodical in the
preparation of cases, his clients have learned to
have the utmost confidence that their best interests
will be guarded with care and their cases ably con-
ducted. He was four times elected City Solicitor
of the city of Burlington,and served in that capac-
ity from 1878 to 1882, during which time some of
the most important litigations in which the city was
ever concerned were conducted to a successful ter-
mination. In addition to his law practice Mr.
Poor is identified with the manufacturing interests
of the city, and is Vice President of the Buffington
Wheel Company. As a citizen and neighbor he is
highly esteemed, and possesses the respect and kindly
regard of those with whom he has business or social
relations.

g iRage o
OHN M. MERCER. of the law firm of Tracy
& Mercer, Burlington, Iowa, was born at
Kewanee, Henry Co., Ill., Aug. 28, 1858, and
@ is a son of William and Saral C. (Miller)
Mercer, both of whom were born in County Down,
Ireland, of Scotch origin, and are members of the
Presbyterian Church. They emigrated to America
when quite young, and are both living, being resi-
dents of Burlington. Mr. Mercer is foreman in the
engine painting department of the Chicago. Bur-
lington & Quincy Railroad Company, and has held

that position for the past eighteen years.
John M. . Mercer came to Burlington with bhis

-






