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3. SiQnificant events for example: 

A. Business ________________________________________________ _ 

B. Civic responsibilities~~~~------------------------------

c. Profession~~~~~~~~------------------------------------

4. Church membership _____ ~i~.~~~~~~~~~~·t~-tC~/~·~~·~.~~--------------------
5 . Sessions aerved~/~tf~fil-'~lfr~~~~~~~~~l~/1~'~· ~·~~~----~/.~.~~~-·•-------------
6 . Public Offices 

B. State __________________________________________________ __ 
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Wornld "" ]." !..'" l•t w:11·. what a g11~tcl 
ritld:tlll 't ' 11f lt:~tl t'ldJIIish t.l!a t. \\'Oillcl 
bl· . 

~lrs . Linn I IL' I'l'i c·k and ~'I i"'s Clat·n. 
1\in!:!' \\'l'l'l' the i."lll '~tc.: uf }Irs. ;\l. L. 
nr· w's fatltily last "\ \ '(•dnC'scln,v . 

;\r, :--. l·: rnlll:\ \\'all\l'l' and rhi~l'll 

of l\an~:1s l'it.v ar<• ,·jt; j t.int! hr.t·par· 
t•nt~ ;\It· . ancl ;\It·;-;. Wasil Bt·ulliar. 

A t:11n L<.'st. was ,!.(h·e11la:-;t Sat unlay 
t~n·ning at th(• ~1. 1:;. {'11\tl'l'h by fi\'c 
1)f ,\lis-.. \\' tl rt.ltinglOil·s S. S. class. 
tlw pnw• •ctl:-.. t-o hr• :q,plit!cl on tlw 
Ill'"' <·l,un·h huilcling i11 <·ontetnpla· 
til Ill. 

\\'prd \\':ts n·<·ci n•d lll'rt' last wuck 

b." (). ~ . J ttbn S\ Ill. that r.: I i s b nrc I' . 
:Ul old rcsi\l1· nt of this cit.y. dicL1 at 
his !1 0111L~ in TC'c:amahn., ;\ch., Tucs­
·lay t'f last \\'('t'k. 

Ci.wrlie Farmer retu rned from 
Thorn burg la~t wet.·. ,, after closing 
t ,·ery successful nine months term 
)f school at that place. W e uoder ­
;ta.nd be hns accepted the same 
;cbool for th e coming year . Char ­
ic ·is a Yery successful teacher. 

D· .,.Juld ns or o~ka l oosa assist·Ccl 
;y J~ . Dittman. of this city . pe r · 
ormcd a n'ry sucecssful su rgic:al 
1pcmt.ion last. Friday. on the eyes 
1f ~Irs. A~ J ohnson, who lin!~sou tb 
lf town, some th 'r l'c miles. The lat­
•st report i:-; she getting nloug nll 
·i!!ht·. The J)r. turned the cascon.!r 

IJ ;\J1·s. Dittm,Ln for t r entmcut. 
Corn plnutiug is about o ,·er and 

. he fnrrn~rs are busy plowing (;Orn. 

8YI' I'." day one <:an sec the farm· 
•rs dclhering wool to Rracly & 
rune~ of tlli!" city. 

T h <· r 1 • w i II l11• a ,,. t • d d i 11!.! till' I :,, lt. 
~l i s~ IWla ,l Oil('S to ~I t· . l l !'llllittt ' or 
Rich l:llltl. <:a rrls al'l' t 111 t. 

Thr liLt,lc• i n fa11t ol' ,\J r . anc1 t\1''" 
.T ac:l< !:;IH'l'tlH\\1 cl il'<l F1· itlay nrgld. 
nuril'cl Satu n lny nH,·ni rw . 

Our l'ily was cll'l'ply sllocl\l'd Fri 
clay ( 1\'(.'l' ilw <h•ath Of 0111' ftltlWl'(•(l 

andrt•spc<:tt>c1 c:i tiZP11 1 l ' ,(·;, • .Tnl111 

F' . \ril son . Hr.. \\'Us an olcl c itizt•n . 
having resided hen• I'Ctr a lllltniH•r 
o f yea.r s. Tl c wns pn~s<.~d !Il l .Y''a t·s 
old. The• ftllH.!I':ll sen·ic·cs \\' 1'1'1' 

hclrl at the Haptist t hu rc.dt. Satut·­
clay nftl•t·noon. The slort's all 
clusrd frotn 2 11nLi l ~::·I!J t,·t· I'J(' l\. 

E. k Adams is builcling a litH' 
ue~,- l 'C.!S i clcncr... H will bt.• oll t lw 

latcs t i m pl'O\' etl plan, wi th a 11 mod ­
e r n improvement~. lt wi ll bl• a 
$1:>00.110 house. 

W e w ill uow hav(' plenty or \V<ttc r . 
~1ayor Kelly and your water 

wor ks contractor we r e in T\cotn , 
Tuesday cH~niug. T hr contructor 
had b us iDcss wit h t lt e town aut.hor· 
ities. ~ow pcrbn.p~ hL• was plug­
g i llj.! ll p :1. (lQn t l'il.Ct. 

Our vol uutecr compa11y has 1 :rnllen 
by t.h c w a.y-si<lc. '· 

Heaps uf good stra"·l,c•JTies. 

11 1'11111 11 1 1'\1'1' \\ 11111"·'"'' '11 I ll 1111' ('11,\' ] 

and \\': 1"' all (' n d,. cl 1 '." ,. ,. ",. I :,11 i 11 ,. 1 t 

c• cJ ~Ill ';-'(;-' , • . 1\11 t•Ja1Htl'it1 Jl dl'o..;t•t'i p· ' 
t.ion of lilt• holll!' dt'l'lll'ill i1l!l'-'. ttf tlt1• 

t'O!' ! iillll'"o. l 'l ' l't'l llfl l\,\', :ttl! I rlt• jtill 'l 111'1' 

nf t II•• ltrirlt• :111Cl ~I'IHtlll 1111 t iJ r•ir 
\\'t>dclil t.!.! jttlll'll"Y fnlln\\'!-- ill 111111'1' 

l.hall :t l'Olt llllll. Tlw ir· ''·t·dclilll-" 
ln\11' wi ll itH: Iurh•CI! ir ·:t~n. :\t•\\' Yllrk. 
Pl!ii:ICll'lphia. '\\·a~l1inglor11. and on 
t.IJpj r I'!' I lll'll thr'y \\'iII vi,.;it. s11 liH· 
pap<•!' s<t,\·s. ;\Jr. Frt~nl;r·n·,.. p:ll't•nt'-' 

in Signunwy. t\l'kr Sr•pt. 1 tlwy 
will ])pat horn<· to f1·ientls i11 ~a ll 

Lalu• City. 
- . 

PLEASANT GROVE. 

~It· . L . Parl.a• is h1;il<lin~ nn ad ­
<li t.iun t.o hi ~ <1 we· IIi 11,!.! l1ot1~n. 

~lr. Ashcrart p~lSSl'(lthrnu!!h thi~ 
tw ighborlJOrt(l ,;\Jonday c•nrt•tllc• fn r 

r\ cs wick. ----- . -
For Rent. 

(~oocl, four·I'OOnl CU house: SllllllliQl' 

kitclwn aJH1 ce llar. Pl enty of frui: 

011 pla<·c• . Ca-ll on 
t f. F. L. (;CH.I li~EI!. 

\\'A~n:n.--1\ girl for genrrallwusr 
\\'Ork. :\1 r.~. ~!t'Cu :~ .\1!.\~. 

-·---·---
PU I1LIC S ALE . 

\ \' c \\'ill 1 • lfr~r at pultlit · ~:1!1• at thro 
:\l'al Smith i~ workin~ on n farm -p 011 r Farm. I)IH' tni lc' c·a:-;t nf Sign11r 

east of town . 11('\', on Sattll ' llay • .fun'' I Stlt. ~~~1:0: . 
I . . 

Ladic~ go to P. Drc•ssl0r \~ ~Oill at J() o ' tlol'l\. a. 111.: t.l11' followin!..: 
fur fi nc ~ un1r···~ ~· corsc•ts. I fl "' 2 stuck : 

\Y.,~n;u.-A gou<1. sr~cnnc1-hrtncl ;, :'\li l<:h t;nws . 
bieylt'. For partil'ula rs. ~all at th i s ;, H (·ifl't's-·1 t,,,.,l ,Yl'al's ancl lt h r ''' 

ollicc. .'·va1·s ol rl. 

r.; . 1'. Uttcrha<'k has built !Jim a 
barn yard for his hnrsP tn fro lie in 

fj y::arlin~ stl' L' l'~. 

I~> spt·ing ,-ah·••s. 

The street eommiss iorH! rs has c du r ing the clay. 
)I.!C!ll doing ~omr. \· cry g <JOU work on 

The best Cor~<.'t fc11· ~ :, < · c,·ror solcl 

Tt•I'I IIS: - \\'ill until .T a n11a ry ls i 
1, ~)'-:. purt·ll:1:-.t'i· gidng noll~ wit!. 

<l]>]ll'll\' ('rl "<'l'llrit,y. l~igh t. JH'l ' l't'lll 

frnllt tlatC' if not p:licl wlll'll drt'. 
Six tWt' l't'llt , tlis<·ount. ft)t' t·nsh. 

111r strcets-
~lrs. Isabt .. d Plumb o f Chitago, 

\·ill <l t· livcr a lnc:lu rc in the Christ· 
an chun;b Sunday, June 10, at 10 
,·clu(;k and also at Sin the C\'!!rting. 

P.oltl'l' t :\ nrl1•rson r ctu1·ncd to his 
JtJ ll1 t! in )lan~ngo last S11nclay: on 
Jw 'J·<·Iqck JHISS~"ngc•r. afte r a 
shu r t vi~ it wit It It is pn t'('n ts a 11 d 
f l'i I! 1111!-' . 

• 
KEOrA. 

Twtt qf 1lw l lalll'~' IHJ,\'s Il l '<' 111 Lilt> 
I' • • 

, ,, , .. . 

in the county ro1· t.hc· pril'C' at 
Dry Goods Co. 

Ln,·c 

C<Lpt. Ycr ge1· ~t ill ('Ontintll'~ to bl' 
quite sick. His man ,v f1'i1: 11ds trust 
he \\' ill soon I'Ct:0\'1'1' ancl be up and 

17 w;: lin.\JW llF St ' l'EH\'l:'Ot: :-; . . - ..... ''"-

ATWOOD, 

around. .loltn Vr:tst<'l' was an Oskah)<l:-o-;1 

Repai r yon r olcL \\Ol'tlOnt t·a ll<• t· l:tst F!'itlay. on husint':-;s. 

pn mp t hn ea~ i nf't \\':ty. Btt~· !-'l11' 1' ' 11a" ~l:or:.::u 1 "' 1 ~ 11 1 t_n n .-..1\:J . 
f \\'1 't r-'l t ' ,],l,•-;:t \lt -da\· ~~~ allt'tl!l :1 h11'1lt ·<la\ a 11 ew oneo 11 ~ ~ <.~ ~ ~ ar ·m . . . · . · d 111111'1' t il hl)llll l' nr lw ... gl':lllll ·lll •tl ht•l' 

SupL. r:r i llin anrl i'arnil,\' will lr•a\'1' 
Sigourtwy. 1-'t•icla\' tn ,. i .... it. :\I ('C'd:ll' 

l•'nl ls nn cl otltPl' JH>l iJ t.s 111 l n\\'11 unlll 
' .. 

\\')hi is ninty-l'igltt .n·ar-; tl ltl. 

l lyt'rlll ~l i<·k lllld wift• \\' 1')'1' 11 \ '1' 1' 

~u P day \'b .. iltll's witlt ~1 1 · .... . ~I ii'];', 
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;t n) ina tion or other QV iden~Ce of fitness · 
nntst. bl:! submitted to t1te county super· 
in tendcnt, nnd cnnnot. be rcnc,vcd fro1n· 
tin1c to Hn1c upol) the. rccornrm.cn<ln.t.ion. 
of the city Stlpcr·in tcncleut. · Ncithet· · 
cn.n n ccTti f~a lc he i~sue<1 upon nn 'ex­
nminntion tn1<cn in nnothcr county or · 
st.tlt~ . ~l~'h~~ is Yer.r hnport.ant to the 
1nany teache-rs \'dlo have not been Te­
quirctl to p~!5S nn cx:-trninntion e,,.ery 
year or t \\'0 in order to seen re <:c-rli fi­
c.n tt'!s. 

F. W. BICKNELl~. --------------------
))lf"nth nf n. l"loJ'l~er. 

Jlon .. Tohn F. '\Vilson pa~~~(] nwny at 
the home or his dnughtcr, 1\fr.C). Annn J . 
Smoclc, ncnr T\cotn, in his ninetieth· 
J"t!nr. "Unr:·]c .Johnnie" \~ns one o! tbe 
p .i011ccr sct.tlcrs of l\coknk c011n-ty. lie 
'\'llS n prontincnt cifb;cn. higbJy J1on.­
Orcd and respected. JTe "·as l\:eota's 
po~hnastcr under Presjdcnt O!·nnt's nd­
tninh:ll\'ttion nnd "·ns n pnulic benc­
fa<:!tur to the to·wn 2 donnting 1o it the 
hcnnt.i!ul little pnrk ·whieh l.!cs ot the 
sonth~rn edge or tlH! city. 

A ~ .... "- t•l A4..•ehl~Rt. 

J. G. Doan , n protninen.t rcsi<lcnt of 
St~te Center, \\"Us .struc1c nnd instnn.tly 
1\illed by rtn cast-bound frcigbt train 
on the C. & N. ,V. rn ih-,·ny on a briclge 
onc·hnl! n1ilc \\·est of tbnt to\~'11. The 
unrortunnte mnn wns 50 years of nge 
n. nd lHHl been n N.sj clcn t of ~fa rshn lt 
conn ty .for In.a11y years. 

Try to "l\.'"r~ck a. 'l .. ratn. 

T'"'·o n1cn "'"ho ,,·ere refused "'"·ork on 
the. Des ~.foin~, ::\'Orrt.hcrn & "\Ve-st{."t'D 
road '"r'~getl a tie in a high brhlgc nea:r 
l~onc in such R.· man.ncr thn t n. train 
"WOuld be ~ked. The obstacle '\""M 
tli.scovcred a. few minu!e~~;· before 'the 
~:30 train '"3..8 due on(]: a·· d~i:ut•r 
averted: 
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772 DI.RBCTORT OF :K:EOXUX COUNTY. 

until twenty-one years of age, 
when be moved to Tyler county, 
same State, where lived until1856; 
was . there married, in 18-, to 
Miss Matilda M. Perkins; in 1856 
he moved to Wood county, where 
he remained until 186~, and then 
went to Plymouth, Indiana; in 
December, 1873, he came to Keo­
ta and started a. boot and shoe 
store, which business he continued 
until the July following, when he 
sold out to J. R. Dunham; he 
then commenced buying and ship­
ping produce; three years later 
started his present business; was 
a member of the town council 
for two years and justice of 
the peace for the same length 
of t1me; his family consists of 
two children: Walter L. and 
Harry D.; Mr. Williams keeps a 
well assorted stock and has a lib­
eral share of the patronage, is 
kind and obliging, and has tne re­
spect of all who know him. 

WILSON. HON. J. F., postmaster, 
Keota; born in Ayshire, Scotland, 
in 1808; when eighteen years of 
age he emigrated to the United 
States and located in .Philadelphia, 
where be resided until the spring 
of 1837; he was married there to 
Miss Jane McMillen, March 19, 
1830; she was born in Pll.isley, 
Scotland; they came west and lo­
cated in Tazewell county, Illinois, 
in the spring of 1837, where they 
remained until their coming to 
this connty in the fall o.f 1854; 
Mr. Wilson was one of the 1irst 
settlers of this part of the county, 
and has been closely identified 
with its interests ever since with 
the exception of four years during 
the war, which period he made his 
home in Washington, this State, 
and was elected mayor of that city 
for one term; be was sent to the 
legislature by the Republican 
party during the session of 1871 
and 1872; while in Philadelphia 

Mr. Wilson was engaged in the 
manufacture of cotton goods, but 
since coming west has principally 
engaged in farming, until the 
starting of the town of Keota; he 
was Keota's first postmaster, and 
still holds that position; he is a 
man or strict integrity and good 
business qualifications, and has the 
entire confidence of all who know 
him; his family consists of three 
sons and four daughters: J. C., 
James M., Robert R., Anna· J . 
(now Mrs. Wm. C. Smock), .su. 
sanna D. (now Mrs. Robt. Gem. 
mel), Margaret (widow of J o­
seph Coffman), and Mary E. (now 
Mrs. A. E. Kendall). 

Wilkin, T . M., tarmer, Sec. 25; P. 
0. Keota. 

WILSON. JNO. C., farmer Sec. 8; 
P. 0. Harper; born in Philadel­
phia, Pennsylvania, January 12, 
1831, and was . taken by his p&· 
rents to Tazewell county, Illinois, 
in 1837, and was raised there on a 
farm; when twenty years of age 
he learned the locomotive machine 
trade with Miles & Co., of Cin­
cinnati, and continued at this busi­
ness till 1856, when he came to 
this county; he owns an improved 
farm of 340 acres; he is one of the 
early settlers of the township and 
has been closely identified with 
all of its improvements, is a mem­
ber of the Masonic fraternity and 
also of the I. 0. 0. F.; he was 
married December 20, 1859, to 
Miss Olive &ton, a native.of 
0 hio, born September 7, 1.833; they 
have six ch~ldren :1.Fannie R., 
Warren H., Ollie M., Annie E., 
Ella F. and Aldie H.; lost one 
daughter: Mary. 

Winter, I saac, farmer, Sec.15; P. 0. 
Keota. 

Woltering, J. H., fauner, Sec. 31; P. 
0. Harper. 

Wright, W. M., clerk, Keota. 
youNT, W. H., farmer, Sec. 26; 

.P. 0. Keota. 
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A glimpse into the pa.~t ... 

QUOTES FROM THE 
"WASHINGTON GAZETTE" 

ABOUT THE NEW TOWN OF KEOTA 

May 17, 1872. Our "cornfield" town having recovered from 
its late siege of mud- a condition incident to all rich farm 
lands when frost goes out-is growing nicely. About 25 
buildings are up for business and dwelling and most all 
ready for occupancy and more to be built soon. Some half 
dozen rnore dwellings have been erected and occupied on 
the east side of our "burg" in Washington County. This is 
called by some "Stringtown" and by others "Dutchertown" -
named after its proprietor. 

Business firms in operation and size of building: 

J. Stouder- general merchandising and farm machinery 
(20x48) 

Henkle, Littler & Co. - general merchandising and lumber 

(20x50) 
Denny & Huskins - lumber 
J. S. Kulp- drugs, books, etc. Store ( 18x24) dwelling above. 
Miller Bros. - g~~eries (18x24) 
J. H . Shawhan-- general agricultural hardware 
E. Blair - grain and ~duce (22x62) 
Enos Ralston- boarding house, two stories (16x28) 
M. Mowery -dwelling (I 6x24) for family and 10 boarders 
W. Stewart - grain and livestock (23¢ for corn, 3 1/2¢ for 

pork) 
' inley Smock - general wagon work (18x32) two-story 
cl. Millhouse - blacksmithing 

One or two parties are going into the furniture business. A 
butcher ship and meat market soon will be established. Two 
doctors are here and another is coming. A cemetery will 
soon be laid out. 

Our depot (22x24) is conveniently located and welJ built. 
It is nearly completed and we expect regular trains to pass 
over the road before many days. 

Last Sunday was "Opening Day" for public religious ser­
vices. A Sabbath School under Rev. Mr. Smock (Presby­
terian) was inaugurated at 2 I /2 P.M . Mr. Smock preached 
at 3 1/2 and Rev. Mr. Kendrick preached at 5 p.m. Ser­
vices well attended. Mr. Smock has prepared a room above 
his wagon shop (2lx32) to be used for religious exercises, 
town hall and etc. until better accommodations can be had. 

June 21, 1872. Since last report, Robert Adair has finished 
a business house 20x48 and has a stock of drugs. 

Jerome Palmer - furniture store 
Mr. Charlton - meat market 
Hon. J. F. Wilson is Postmaster 
J. T. Webber, Esq.- ticket and freight agent. From him we 
learn -- 60 car loads of livestock and 40 car loads of grain 
have been shipped from this p lace. 

November 1, 1872. Newspaper. We are soon to have a live 
28 column newspaper, Republican in politics. The paper 
is to be called "The Keota Enterprise". Its editor and pub­
lisher, Mr. Wm. M. Cross. 

QUOTES FROM THE 
"WASHINGTON COUNTY PRESS" 

ABOUT THE NEW TOWN OF KEOTA 

March 20, 1872. The site of the new town of Keota is pleas­
ant. The eastern part is quite level, but the western is 
rolling. The improvements are going up in a cornfield and 
meadow. 

April 10, 1872. We hear that Keota is already a lively busi­
ness place. Twenty to 30 teams may be counted at one time 
almost any day. One house, it is reported, sold $100 worth 
of goods in one day last week. 

June 5, 1872. Uncle Sam established a Post Office in Keota 
on Saturday in Jas. Husk:in's lumber office. Our western 
mail will henceforth go by rail vice (instead of) hack. 

July 31, 1872. The feeling among Keota business men is 
excellent; they are not jealous, but social and honorable, 
and don't feel for each other's jugulars, and no stabbing 
in the back. 

HOW KEOTA GOT ITS WILSON PARK 
IN 1876 

From The Keota Eagle, August 26, 1948. 

Renewing a series of articles on early local history, the 
publishers of The Eagle have dug out of the early files the 
story of how Keota's city park, officially named Wilson 
Park for its donor, was acquired. 

The Eagle for June 24, 1876, printed a brief news item 
stating that the Hon. J. F. Wilson, Keota's first and incum­
bent postmaster, had made the town council a proposition 
to donate a tract of ground conditionally as a city park. The 
tract was Block No. 9. Smock's Addition, in the south part 
of the corporation, which at that time was not known by 
lots and streets. The early editor commented: "The block 
is 350 x 450 feet and is the most handsome piece of ground 
ever staked off in Keota." The editor urged acceptance. The 
town council appointed a committee to look over the ground 
and make a recommendation at the next council meeting 
three months later. 

The Eagle of September 23, 1876, reported the outcome as 
follows: 

"Wilson Park. Sunnyside, Keota. At a meeting of the Town 
Council of Keota, held on the 21st day of June, 1876, Hon. 
J. F. Wilson proposed to cede to the town, Block 9 in 
Smock's Addition, to be used as a Public Park. E. Moses, 
J . W. Tallman and W. P. Davis were appointed a committee 
to examine said premises and report at the next meeting of 
the Council at the regular meeting on the 12th day of 
September. Said committee brought in a favorable report 
and recommended that the property be accepted, which 
was done. J. F. Wilson had made the Council a deed for the 
block . They pay S30.00 per annum to J. F. Wilson and Jane 
Wilson during their natural lives, or the life of either of 
them." The town was also to fence the tract and plant with 
shade trees on or before May I, 1877, and keep and main-
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tain for a Public Park for all time to come. Mayor Spangler, 
F. M. Smock, E. Moses, M. A. Hulse, J. W. Tallman and 
W. P. Davis were appointed a committee to procure the 
trees and plant same. The following resolution was unani­
mously passed by the Council the same date of acceptance; 
Resolved by the Town Council of the Town of Keota that as 
a token of respect for Hon. J. F. Wilson and wife for their 
donation of land to the city for the purpose of a Park that 
the Council procure two evergreen trees and cause same to 
be planted at the right and left sides of the main entrance 
to said park, thereby holding in grateful remembrance the 
generous donors. 

The cost to the town of acceptance of the gift can be calcu­
lated from the following data: Mrs. Jane Wilson died in 
March 1880, and her husband died in June 1898, both 
being buried in the Keota cemetery in a dou ble lot at the 
brow of the main hill, being even today still enclosed 
within the only decorative iron fence in the entire cemetery. 
The longest span of life for either of them under the annuity 
provision was 21 years and the town therefore may be 
assumed to have paid $630.00 for the original gift. 

As our readers well know, the park consists of two "city" 
blocks of abou t equal size, one just next to the south cor­
poration line and separated by a full street, used as a park 
drive, from the other block to the north . Most of the trees 
are in the south block. which used to have a circular cinder 
track for racing and a band stand. The north block has 
always been the ball diamond and is bordered on three 
sides by trees; also on the west by the entrance drive. The 
water tower is in the northwest corner. 

The name "Wilson Park" has been official since the re­
vision of the town ordinances by E. C. Gilbert in 1930 and 
possibly much longer. 

August 21 , 1896. There is a fine bicycle track. substan tial 
grandstand and everything is kept in fine condi tion. and 
this enterprise is certainly a cred it to the town. 

July 14, 1910. We have resurrected the name "Centennial 
Park." Mr. J. F. Wilson gave the park to Keota in 1876 
which was the Centennial year and Mr. Wilson named the 
park "Centennial Park." 

June 11, 1914. The improvement Society is having a nice 
founta in put in Wilson park . Fountai n was bough t from 
John Berend who is now doing the concrete work. It will 
be octagon in shape; 25 ft. in diameter with steps east and 
west and curb all around it. There will be room for some 
nowers. It will be ready for chautauqua. 
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June 29, 1899. No one in Keota was aware that the United 
States land patent had never been issued for the ground 
on which this town (Keota) now stands. The original own­
er w.as Melville Canrure who obtained a certificate of pos­
sess•on from the government in 1854, but neglected to se­
cure a patent. J. :· Graham noted the fact when fixing 
some papers for m11l property-· wrote to Washington, D.C., 
and secured patent bearing (supposed) signature of P res­
ident Pierce. 

Watches of the early days were wound by keys. and a 
man's financial standing was frequently determined by the 
size of his watch-the larger the watch, t he more pros­
perous the owner. 
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