
Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Standard Form For Hembers of the Le91slature 

2 . Harria9e (s) date place 

!Jw~y~~--·lfi.J. rr· 
3. Significant events for example: 

A. Business ________________________________________________ _ 

B. Civic responsibilities __________________________________ __ 

C. Profession ..::1M.-nv.N · h~tt-#v.. . 
7 " 

4. Church membership ________ ~~~~i?v~~--------------------------
5. Sessions served /~ ~-J/' .-!l !!> ...~. -1> /~ 

; 

6. Public Offices 
I 

A. Local ~ttl a, XJ 4-f·~J..·.·I'f~.;.-:./ 
r r ' 

B. State __________________________________________________ __ 

C. National ________________________________________________ _ 

7. Death~~~~~~~~~~~~--~~~~~~~~~--~~~V~, r~,~·· 
8 , ·--~~~~.!..L..,.-tt+L~..:.......;·>uJ:..l......;:t..___,.:z::c.c..L..::d....~,_--4--t:!...-__:..:_....;_;__j,:c...:._,..-.s<:LJ-"".J...j• · .,-• .::-14 • 

,. 
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11. Degrees _________________________________________________ _ 

- fk~L L~~~'W;~~~-~1 tY ~j;i"L..~ ~~ ~~ . 
- _J,. ';us-~rffl-£-<Ul!, n·•J -i;; ~II." Ct_,.,.,t_,;;,.;C'~J , ('k•, -~~ 

~r':-1_:.-nk,l rt4>· .v- :r?.t-' c6.,J., 

- fi «><l-&;;f.,.·--1"' _g,.,"'lfldrl Z e..~~'-0! · /l'ff'; ~~:, ..n, .c.- ir· -;· ?w.l:r-i 
, 1 · . ..o F cr 11 

---~ ,(l_!b~~~: ,.Jv -f.~;./~ ·~.u ./61/ ·tll l<f~ ~-6/, 
_. ~(/_~_.11!..1-d/ adJ l. -t r( t/t .. ~§..,~id.J .~ 1t. , .:.w' l,.?· 

~~- .J. .t-,1 t .. r 
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2~d Io w·a. I [1 r >! n t.r~' t h a. t b n :-; h~~~ n In tb o 1 

wa.r dfiP~ttl,u; nr;, ;lot Wa~blo~tQn ever 
sinco tbo w~r. wa~ n~turnc:d to the $tate 
£~r lowa. ~IJO plac~ct ir1 ~·hfJ (t.dh:~~nt ~en
t~ra.r·~ ('Hice ~+':~tl)rdA)·. 1 t. 1~ i\. b!ue ba.n
ncr that. on~· t~ , .~ure1 \n J.: 1lt. th r~ coat L"f i 
a.rms of \he lln,_tcd ~ta tr· ~. T1 rno bas ! 
n r.-arl1 der\trored lL n~ th~ n;'itut tha.t 1 

111a k e~ tho .coa.t of a nt~s. 1n · .. du· s 1.ho ~ilk 
t~ritrtle nnd cau~c~ lt r.o br1:-. ~tk a.nd ff\ll 
a.way. (~ov. "lackson ~q,~JCtu!(· (i ~~J};ltor· 
~J teet John H. G ea.r to re ee i \'D the tl.i!l., 
~-!.JHt be ~(~!Jt lt 'tO Mrs. Gear, ~· b1) •'nt~ }~~ed 
It In tarlotOll,. tho $3.DLe ~~ ~h,-, uh.i th<! 
olh~r tlagH white b4!-t b.usuano ?.'a~ ~O\'· 
~rnC!r .. aud [C wa~ recclved ;r~~tc~\.l : J.)l u.~ 
the aojutaut ~;en~ra.r! office. ?lir~ Ucu.r, 
as 1nany will r~meDl ber ~ took a ~ rea:iJ In. 
terest ln tlle oJd bar.tte Uags d urtP~ hPr 
hu~bancC~ admf of~tr~tfoo, 3Dd b&d the n1 • 
a,U -~nt!a$cd rn ta.rlet(\n that tboy tnig n ~ 
be better pre~erved. 

-? FoDeral 01 John Ta~ker. 
~\·"A )tO~)L .. J u) :J 1 '7-~'fho burial of llon. 

~1obn -"l'a~ker r.r OrJ~}ow, v;bo <!tea ot 
pa.ralj~l~, ~t.her HP~~~·h:~ tv..ro weok~. oc
CUJt()d Sunday. Mr. -'J,~L~k~r wa.~~-. tnem
ltrt' of tbo lo\v:t. lc2islatore ~n 1$72· Sl)d 
~, ervt d two teruls \·•h~Jo be 1n~t.!e a goot1 
l'C~cO! d - Jie W~~ 4\ Jl:H~fD b~r of tho - )OftfS· 
l:-t.tt1r~ from .. l{ln('~ eOlJT.dy at. tbo time tho 
1\ n ~un~a. ~H' nHr n1iary wa $ 1ocat~d hero~ 
'"'r.d ho accn1o p~\ n ~Qd :ho ~~lrtru1~::;:ionet~ 
on th<'fr t.rl D to c~n.m1 ne tbo claim o! 
Anatoo3a.. It W!i.~ m~~tnly thrOttRh H1e 
nfrort~ of Mr- 'l,n.ske.r u.od Bon . .• T. Me· 
K~a.n. dcceas.edi tben 8ta.to sen~tOi";, tba.t. 
to~ ~rf~oa \v:1.s Jocu.tcu ~t A oLLmosa.. 'rbe 

. .run sra.l w a!J J a.r~e ly a. t te.nrl i! d by ma .. o r 
pto~tnent luen& 
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k. tho 1:J-F:u·-ol<l son ofMr 
of Castle (;t o \·c, <:amo near 
by a mad bull, ]agt Satti r

lfuriatccl anim;ll struck him 

t.wrnor .JoneH coLtnty. r1on. ,Jonn 'l'U!\:{r;r · 1:1 ''J 1111; ,,,::"111 ' 'II:IIII.;JIJ'; uJ;~u~; <Lull ~; ._.jj 

Pas~;od uwny from tll!slifo July l3tb . Ilir; II cnnsclcn_tiously rcconn~JCild 1t_t~ all WllO 
. . . . JH!Wl :~ dl:tlT!lrr. rt 01' COI!C lllCdlCHIC. ,J. 

Rpmt freod fro~ ltr; earthly onvJronruootH E. lilli"Cl, Trenton, Tex. z.; and !il) cent 
bns Ho\Yn back to 1ts maker, to the dlvlu~ IJ<>lt.les fl)r sa.lo by E. ~.1. Ihbeock. 
hnnd w!Jich moulded i t; left the bondage of ------- ___ _ 
curthly ronlms to commingle with thujoys The Little Champion (irnhher h the 

~ a : ·· n0cl;:ecl him onto hifl of spidtunl eternity; loft tbe t()i! of the tcr- neatest, st.ron~est n.IH.! m0st dnrn.hle mn. 
dso •'-':;.:;eel him into tbe air. re.,sLial sphor~to enter the celestial's "hu.ven chine on t,!w mn.rkct for the monf"'y . 

of rest." .Mucb as wesyu;tpathizo with the Enquire of STOWZHS Bnos., 
borco.vod family in tbe loss of tbeir beloved 1\-Ionmouth Iuwa. 

was eolltinuing ils mad at.
would certainly ha\·c killed 
not his fa.thcr n.nd n. brother !ather, we believe tllut it would not bo a ~ ------

kiuduess to him whose boad wus bowed For hon.rsenes::;. chronic snre thron.t., f. ntl dri>·c n t.hc beast n.wny. b t · 
wi th tho weight of yc!!.rs, to wia to ro nm hn~nchitis anll scn•re throat t roub les. · . 

:ts hac.ily bruised n.bout the his proscace amid tile toils of earth. Hobos Cuhch Cough Cure is ahva.ys sure. Thb 
:!:, IJnt, most fnrt.un:\.lcly,his labored lo:Jg und well; lot hiw rest. :wti,·c prinriplc of Cubeb ran not he 
not lasLing.-Exprcss. Bc:n-nonY. gain.:;nid. All <!ruggi:sts and physi<'ians 

-~.,.,..-<>----- wil l te=-tify to it.s h<!Hi ing propcrtiesand 
ood :tncl sk in dlsol'Clcrs. Is H on. J ohn TasJ:::.cr. successfu l ac~tion o n the mt:c.:ons mem-
ekly and pcnn~wcntly. It brn.ne. Sold hy z. l\1. Babcoek. 
oud n~<\So n why you shon ld lion, John Tasker d ied at hifl home ---------
itVs s~~r:m nn.ri }\a'! lt r ee- 1~ _, • J II I A'l';..IRO" ADC'f10~1E El=> 0"" 

t' in this township last ~ riuay morntng, ' r • • • .J • .... l.' • ;..' • :J :\., , ,-

eli. . J 1 1~~u lS!JJ. . The funeral wa:> held ford Junction, Iowa. ·w111 ery sales and 
'k mccL1ngs w er e transfer- ' ll Y u 

1 ~ . J,., • lee to ]l''"'"" P1·iccs , ·er'"· mod- . \l 
- , \ I' • r I I ;-.t hi ~; home on Sn.tunla:r a fte rnoon , the ~n:un.n ) ....... \0 . J 
l:...churc.:,1 In~Rrl:l \, th12 .:oo.

1 
. - .. . . I,, .... ~.... ~r .. a..., r,". t~t t·n,~ ~ncl reference=' . . re\· S'TPet of 1\ionttccllo OHJeJatJng alld ., \;Ill\' • · ... . ., .. ~ --- --.. • . • • .. j 

Jr se\·cral e,·enJJJgS,!llH.l oth ~ · .. ~ ·. . . 
1 

Th, b"c:t. in thP. ~t:\tP fm·ni:;hccl. I t" 
. . . · 11 .r til" 11.11) \ 'C 'J'I•e Ius rcma!llS wen~ l;ud at rc~t 111 l u! .

1

- . - · ·· ,;: •IUlnp , l 0 ,, . • . ·4>---- Q 

:;till l!o•>dlll :utd :1.ddition:d Wyonllng C()lllCtcry. · A vel·y lurge con- F.np;1i~h Spn.Yin Lin1mcnt rcmo>r.s :1.111 
arc rep

1
ortecl. On the whole greg:tlion fo i_I.owecl the remainf; to ; )1an:, s~)ft or c_:~ll?us~~l htJ~_P~ :_t_l;cl~l;~t:l.·, 

I l l ,. . I - . ... It·· 1,. . I tl.:crc hst resllll~ place He sen·ed Se\·-:ls!ll~.' flO Ill hm :,cs. .B.OO!t ~p.n 1.1, ~ \,J l .-:, I r 
.) se n.m '· Ol I. 1y H Sd .,. _,n C . · splints swc·•n·· ri",.,.·hOnf' <:tiJk~ I n, 
., r\nd the ca~·nc~tnt~$S and era.! tcr~u~ :\~ cot:?t.~· supe_rvlsor nm; \"\;\.S 1' ~prai1~;,, :~'11 s~~oi\~n tl;;.~ats. ~~l!~j,q PI~: · 

'--. .. J,f "''~'~ ll'C!!l S s-o I f I I W j the wm:kers cannot bc(}ttes elec~~d to the st:Ltf..: '"o·~···--··. . • ;.r rc ., :; )y tise c c;~c .>~tt, \- · . : ,nnan 
( • .- · , ,, •• 1111 cl111 '"CI 11· , ·1•1• Jones Conu ty iii 18i2. He serreJ wtth ted the most wondcrnu o1enllsn Cli!\J 
..l • c \, ,\. t,; ._ l ~ • I s 11 I '1' J 13 . l · . , I· [ 1 · 1 honot· t,o himself and thosrJ whom ho ever .~nown. o c oy . • . :ur< . 

Jng .. .t,ty ,\st.l\ OIH rtynt~pt . . ----- ------
:.luc•!c t to change his plans. represent!!d . II~ \Vrt:' mstrnmenta.l 111 0 E OOUN1'RY1'f A .. N 
1 of the meetings is notclcfi locn.liug tile pemtent1ary :1.t Ana.mo;~a .. l . · ~; ..L. • ..._ • 

· 1 . . · f . , 1 , His bt.ter yettrs were spent in bonor:thlel Buy~ cn.t.t.e n.ncl hogs, pay1ng the h1gh~ 
nmec, '\ e :1.1 e tn 01 met, •>llt t k t · C' II 1 · 1. f 

· -11 b 1 Jeisnre o n his home hrm liYinrr :1ftcr I cs. m:w ·e p n.cc. :t on u rn ue ore r. tbcy \Yl soon e t r:twn · . . ' ' . r; · . . ~ 1_ • •• ••• T~ 
Eureb.. t he clen.th of h!s w1 fe w1th h1s ROU sclllng ym~t s.oc .'" n.ncl get Ius pllt:c . .,.do 

v 

);nsn.pn.rill::l. is propn.rccl for 
e blood from impnrilins n. n<L 
ocs thi s and more. It })l)id:-; 
cngl llons con.:.;titulions im
~c~tsc . It rccom n1ends it-

Thomas and ''"ife. 1\Jr. T:tskr.r was n. l keeps posted on the markets. 

man who iiJ his yon th :1nr l prime was·l Last f:tll I was ;":ken with n. 1-:ind of -
actin~. Yigorons, ancl n. g c>ocl fin an cier. summer r:ompi:t\nt. :'..CC'Olilpa.ni ed wi th a 1 
He mnclc many fri ancls :-~ncl cli e<.l v.ri th w onclcr fnl diarrhmn.. Soon after my J 
the esteem of ll Ci!Yhbnrs followinss hi m wife:s sister. "'ho Ji\·es wi th ns. w:~.s ta-

. I 1. I ' . ~ J "c· lt 1 . ~ ken til the S:lll1C W:ty. We nscd nlmo~t 
Wlt l liS ( cpn.llUJ c. one:., Ollt. Y osc~ 1 C\' Crt· thin~ without benefit. Then I sairl 

c1rt'l' a.ftcrnoou Jagt Euorrcnc I I t 1 l f f t j J 
J n.n o c sc t.cr :lll( o rse o hS mos pro- 1ct us t.ry Chamberlain's Colie. Chole.r ~ 

"l\la8sillon to\\"n :~h ip, met mincat eiti7.ens. j and Di:1.rrlw:•n. Hemerl.v, "·hich we did, 
sad :L.:!eident which re!:in1l12d , n.ncl I hnt c:urccl us right :'l.W:ty. I i·hin k 

He ancl nnothcr party Ren.dcn; of the Gate City are warned mnch of ~t. :1.:> it clid fo r me wh:tt it w:1.s 
g hn.y rtiHL pnlting it in the arrainst an ·old swindle jn a new form· r ec:ommr.oclccl to do. J ohn Hcrt.7.IC'r, 

I 1· 1 AI""> 1 · fi 1 t ' 1 1 Bcth2l. Ber!\s Co., Pn.. 2iJ :1.11rl !iO-ce1~t r uu oa(, ;ng l1e wagon was 1 " gent c:un.n recetYcs n. con (en l:t " 1· uotlles for sale by E . iii. lhbco<:k. 
:y <Lnll liG bc i;;g ld~ in thG tcr f!'O!J! th~ J.onisl'l. Gr;tncl or some oth- 1 __ __ ·- ·. _ _ _ ___ J1 
l to jump. to lhc Jl o() r Llll·ow cr lottery enclosing a. hundred tickct.s. 1 Order of tho Mystic Shri;:tc, Den-.or, 
:k ahead of him, hn.uclle up- Two of thcsf:' are i 11 n. separate enclosure J nly 24th o.ud 25th, 189~. 

;hin;j :L bea.m :\.IJO\C hi ~ hertel The letter says th~t the lottery ha.s con- R:\.lC for the round trip to he one 
g ontwanl. <lroppc!d, not n.p clnclcd lo let these t wo tickets drn.w pri- sl:\.n cl arcl fin;t-cl :\ss f~1.re to the :Missouri 
th t!c t.h:tt \\":\S awai Li ng l'.~ls in consider:\.t.io n of the gent leman's rh·er :tddecl to $10.00. except tlu t from ..... 

l'O\\ ~~~~ th~ f0ri.;: it~ r cmai nec.t promi ncncc antl the ach-ant:1gc his na.mc Sioux City $17.00 will l> c n.cldecl. ::3<'11 L 
;ting agai nst the r.dgc of the shall rrin~. It is slipulatcd t hat the rc- · .fnly 21st :tncl ~~cl. Tickets gontl only 

he dropped a. bollt L\\"O feet c:lpiont sh:\.11 se ll one of t hc~c prize win- : for co ntin110u::; p:\ssagc comnH~ r\C'in~ on 1 

·\ u po1 1 the h:11Hllc dridng n<? rs :tncl t.h n 100 other liekct.sn.nwng h is I date o f Halo . Helul'll ticket's to be good 
·hcs inLo hi~ IH>W C'is,t~ :n- ~ fl'icnds. J{ the recipient hit·cs, he w ill , only on trnin ::; Ic:n·ing Colorado eom-

intf' ;.; t.i nc· ~; li:v.l! .\' . Hie; nf <'011'". '" k 1~n.p hoth the pt' lZC wiJ1n c•rs J mon points .ruly 2it1l. An;:li"L':·! ., .. · 
,. , .. 
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JOHN TASKER. 

~ 

Ron . J ohn F.ussel l . 

John Taske r of V.i yom"i ng town ship, Jo11 EH~ oounty, Iowa. was 

born in the town of Coupar An gus, Forfa~shire , Saotland. ~ 

April 5th, 1 814 . For many gen$rations h i s forefathers we~e 

resid&nt~ of the same localit¥ in whic h he was raised• a nd 
tra ined 

vre?e genera l ly Il:f1lliUU:lf!E to the- aommon a v oca ti ons o f wui:~Mitli.esi. 
I\ 

l ife •. 1 n earl y l if·e h e r eceivo<t a co :nmon sc- hool e duca tion, a:nd 

was when qui t e you n g ~ <? n cae;e d fn VaJ"i ou~ industrial pllNHt1 ta 
• 

un:tfl h e . a pproac h ed Harl y iJanho od , when he lea r :n'ed the t .:radG . i . . _, 
of s t on oc il tter ·:J\d mason , ~. whi ch rema ined h i s ooaupation, and at 

""-
wnLc h h e wr ou eht un i ntc rruptedly,un til sbo~t 1 845 ~ 1846 when 

/ 

he had earned the aonr i dence and estee~ of ah ex~llent 

QU!Et'ker bt:Xsiness gentleman i n t he v i l l age of S~li nville, Colum-

1.. 1ana- county, O_.io 1 who to ok h im into :1fs large store p S a 

c1 er k. Here he remained until he and h is family emi g rated to 

Iowa in l855 , a nd soon a fter settl~d o n t he land on whleh he 

ltved s n d d ied on the " 1 3th day of July' 1 894~ He was ~triaken 

with paralysis on Sunday. Jun e 24th, ~nd was onl y partlally 

oonsci oua until the last three days of h is l ife, whe n h e seemed 

to lose entirely hi s n ental po we r antl calmly pa ssGd away. tg til.Q 

t o & gra~t .old ago , being in hi~ 81S t year • . Hi s l ife history , 

if . rehe a rsed i n de\~i,~~ woul d in ~an y respects. b e useful as suoh 
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l e ssons of i n dus t r y s e lf cu l t u r e , ma~l y independence , self 

re lian ce and mn r~l rectitude a re r a r ely seen i n t h e common 
=-

walks of l i fe . 

In f r e quen t conversations wi t h the dec eased the wr ite r b::a:a-

le a r n ed soDe of t he i nc i dents wh ich contri buted to the f or

ma t ion of hi s cha r ac ter an~efulness in h i s even t ful life. 

When quit £ youn g h e a nd two o t he r youne men , whose ~inds ran 

i ~ t h e d i r ect ion o f r e a ding a nd a c qu i r i ng knowledge , c once i ved 

t h e idea of or ganizi ns ~ mutual impr ov ement societ~ in wkieh 

4 h cpy ~11 tin ee res±~. The y suc ceeded in d r a wi n g a round t hem 

in t ime many co ngenial spir its -- y oung ~en who dev ised t he means 

of impr ov i ng themselv es by reading , lectur e s , .discuss ions , 

pe r iodical s , an d , finall y , a li b y a r y which g r e w to ~ e ry c on-

si de r able dimensio ns - -being over 1800 v o lume s. To thi s mutual 

improv emen t socie t y lie . Ta s ke r wa s 5uch a t t ache~- a nd i t pr o v ed 

t he med i um of se ndi n g out into the wor·ld ;:1any youn g men who 

be cane use f u l a n d i ntelligent me mb e r s of so c i e ty i n v a ri ous 

portion~ of the worl d . On e of his associates in the formatio n 

and d evelope ment of the society also bec a me a citizen of the 

Unit ed S t a t e s , and on l y within t wo or three year s p r e c eded 

~~. Taske r to the sp iri t world . Such ins t itutions when formed , 

pe r sistent l_ y kept up , and intell igent l y conduc t ·ed a re ve r y im-. I .. 

por t an t c le:nont s in t he d evel o pment , cultiva t io n &n d i mprovement" 

of the mi nds of those who ear nestly desi re to acquire i nformat i on~ 
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Th r ough h is Cl evo~ion <:.tnd a tten tioi> to t h i s institution e nd the 

1 i bi'ary l'qc i l it i es it afforded h i JJ , h e a c qui r eq a fund of 
• 

il)f o rmation upon al ~ import ant questions ~elating to t. l}a ad"" 

~ . 
vano ement of the human raue in ~ &j«,..re .forrna tory move EleLttE;> 

a nd i mprovcm ~~ nts illiD'SMll l!!Itw whioh he was alwa ~·s ready to 

~he kH6Wl~d~~ tl ~~ T'~ke~ h ad aB~uired i n hi~ early l ife he 

W@e we~l a qquainted with the uni6~d Bt~t&s. the hl~'arf of the 

c oun t ry a n d i ta ~epublioan institut ions .. He a l wa y~; d e,sp i sed · 

a nd loo~ed do\'m Yt i t. h co n t empt on all et".roga n t ass l).mpt ion of 

9\lperio!'ity on the part oi' olaases . J.l ona r oh$e&. a r istocra cies t 

hie r a ohiea, h 8 alwa~s re g arded as the legaci es of an age t h a t 

wa s p~ss inR away. He w&s ~n e arne s t and s t ~adf a s t believer 

i n the oom""'' o n fathe r h ood of God/ ::md tho b rot 'iterho o d o f 1.1an. 

Hi s e t t c ntion wa~ soon t urned to the United S t at e s as t he 

cnlt h o pe o f the worl d , in which the pol it 1 oal equali t y o f a ll 

n en caW.ld be vi ndi c a t ed a n<l maintained .. He resolved t '.' i:ib anclon 

the l a n d of his fathe r s , &nd in the spring of 1842 h e cane t o 

Ame r ica , located in Oh io, ~ nd a s soo G a s the l e gal forms could 

})e complied with beca r.1e a citizen ~1Jd ev e r> afte rwa rd 'I took an 

a otive 1n~ePea t in a ll the movements calculated to advance the 

b e st tnt :- rests of his adopted countFy . He was an ardent a nd 

--Q:v/~· 
e v e r- a ctive me mber of tho I~ epubli can part y , :4Ift a l ways -igQJc 7 
part ill ~ the p~ima ry ga t h ·: rings ~ tb& pw1 ~ when 1 ts 

princi pl~~ and pelicies v ere t o be co ns i d ered t:nd p r ocla i med . 
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H 0 -.1 \IH•¥~ 1 o o k c d upon this as a pa rt of t h 0 duty of e very good 

citizen, a nd was ever ready to perform h is full share of p~rty 

work, e v e n at an expense ~ nd inconvenience to himsel f. I n co n -

sequence of h is well-=:..l(nown i nte lligence ~t nd active interest in 

public affairs, he was elected b y his township as a ~ember of 

the Board o f Supervisors of t h e county a t the period when each 

township elected a member of the board, During the wa r o f the 

rebellio n , he and two or t hree other members of the board 

~anaged to defeat a proposition to have the county issue bonds 

to hire substitutes to fill the quota o f the county when 

threat ened with a draft. 

having the b urden u p on them of a conside r a ble county 

debt. 

In 1868 h e was se l ect e d by the owners of the lands g iven 

by t h e c e ne ral g overnment t o aid in the co nstruction of the 

Dubuqu e ~nd Sioux County Ra il r oa d as their agent for the sale 

of these lands, lying in the north west counties of the state. 

He industri ously performed t h e duties ~s si gned h im in th is grea1 

trus t , neet ing the cord ial a nd warm approv~ l o f those who 

empl oy·2d h i m. 1l e a lso wa s se lected by t he bo ::'l rd o f super-

~ 
visors to sell the Jo ne s cou n t v lint'4ii~Ap 1 nd~ indemnity lanrls 

A 
then h eld by the county, which he d id to the entire sa t is -

faction of the board. In 1871 he wa s elected a member o f t h e 

House of R e p resentatives by the elector~ of Jones county and 
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served in t he regular session of I872. This was the legis ~ 

lature which prepared and enacted the code of 1873. A special 

session was held for i t s consideration in which he took an 

active part. The result was the eo~e we now have, for the 

revision of which the last session of the g eneral assembly 

made preliminary provision. In the regular session the bill 

for the location of the new penitentiary at Anamosa was passed. 

To the efforts of John McKean,then a me~ber of the Senate and 
/ 

John Tasker, the me mber of the House from this county, the 

people of Anamosa are indebted for its location at that point. 

The Se nator too has si n ce paid the last debt of nature ~nd 

pass 0d away unto the unknown l and where the weary a re at rest . 

In 1873 Mr. Tasker was again no .:.inatmd by the Republican 

county convention a n its cand i date for re-election to the 

House of Representatives. I n the meant i me what was termed t h e 

MMlti:ID.HltHHH:iH~Hffl.lUiliia anti - monopoly ma nia took possession of the 

people. Feuds i n the party soure d many. The result was a 

complete revolution in the political complexion of the county 

a nd the anti-mon o poly candidates were elected, s o ~~::r: Taslcer 

was tl e.feat e d for re-el e ction. He H!:UfHI:HI bore his defeat with 

philosophical composure. 

In lli874 the legislature pass 8d a law providing f or aid 

to the people of the nort hwestern portion o f the state, which 

had suffered from the depr edations of grasshoppers infesting 

t h at portion of the State . Go v. Carpenter knowing Ur Tasker~s 
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ability a nd charactdr, promptly app~in te d h~m one of the co m

missioners M~~MNKMMHHH»HmKw prescribed by the law for t he 

disbursement of the $50,000 appr opriat ed for relief. The cora-

missiollers , accompanied most of the time by Gen. Baker, trave l ed 

~ 11 over the sect ion requiring aid , and made rigid i nvestigation 

of the needs of those who had been afflicted by the scourge. 

They he 1 pe1l all tJ 1 s i whose wants made sucl;. a ction proper and 

returned a portion no t needed to the sta te treasury. 

Having thus given a short and very imperfect skatch of the 

prominent events in the l ife a nd work of this well known 

citizen , it is proper to say that his funeral cerenonies were 

h eld at h is la ~c residenee on Saturday af ternoon at two o 1 clock . 

J ev . Uc S treet of Monticello , an uld acqua intance o~ the 

deceased, made some appropriate remarks. The coffin was 

covered with beautiful flowers , brough t by many kind friends. 

A small bundle of ripe grain, gathere11 from his own :fiel~ , vtas 

one of the emblems ~e presenting the ripenes ~ of the dece a sed for 

the harv e st of death. His remains were deposite d in hi~ 188-

«estipg ,~88~ in the Wyoming cenetery, by the side of h i s wif~ 

who pre ceded him two years und a half on h er voyag~ down the 

stre<:!m of time towards t he boundle ss oc e an o f etc r ni ty ... 

The y are united in death. Peace to their re ma ins, a nd may joy , 

peac e , happiness be thei r lot in tha t myst e rious unknown state 

towar~s which all must ine vit ably ~o . 
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later came to Anamosa, where he clerked in a shoe store. At the end of two 
years he married, gave up his position and moved to the state of \Vashington, 
where for one year h"e operated a shoe factory. In 1908 he returned to Anamosa 
and the following year located on the fann in Rome township he now occupies. 
It embraces three hundred and twenty acres on section 29, and is only one of 
three pieces of land Mr. and !\-Irs. Templeman own. One of the two others, 
consisting of eighty acres, lies on section 34. Cass township, while the other, 
also eighty acres in extent, is in Linn county, Kansas. .Mr. Templeman proposes 
to m~ke a specialty of raising and feeding stock. and as his fa(m is well suited· 
for that business he should find his labors well repaid. 

In I90i Mr. Templeman was united in marriage to Miss Lorenda M. Peet, 
who was born December 23 . 1882, and is a daughter of William G. and Eliza E. 
( Saum) Peet, both natives of Jones county. Her father died December rz, rf393, 
but her mother is still living in Anamosa. They were the parents of four chil
dren: one who died in infancy; James S., of .-\namosa; Lorenda, who is now 
l\.f rs. Templeman; and Truman G., of Anamosa. Mr. and Mrs. Templeman 
have no children. 

Politically Mr. Templeman is a republican, but he has not taken any active 
part in public matters. He has for a num'-ler of years, however, been a member 
of several :\Iasonic bodies and now belongs to the lodge at Anamosa, Acquainted 
with the life oi a fanner from his boyhood days and broadened by his acquai-nt
ance with other walks in life, there is every reason to believe that the years will 
bring him success in the line of work he has so recently adopted. 

L . M. and F. P. TASKER. 

L. M. and F. P. Tasker, who together operate one of the fine horse farms 
of vVyoming township. were born near the village of Onslow anJ are the sons 
of William and Grace (Pau l) Tasker. The mother was born in Columbiana 
county, Ohio. but the father was a native of Scotland. He came to the United 
States.. however, in his early manhood, locating first in Ohio. \Vhile there he 
made the acquaintance oi the woman who afterward became his wife, and in 
1852 he walked from Iowa City to Jones county. In Linn county, he purchased 
his first farm and a few years later bought a tract of land in Jones county which 
remained his and his wife's home until 18iS-6, which year they spent in North 
Carolina. When ~fr. Tasker came to this country he had but very little money 
with rum, but he was a careful business man. being able to derive a fair income 
from his im·e:,;tments. so that at his death, which occurred October 10, 1904. in 
the eighty-.;eventh year of his age. he was in comfortable circumstances. Mrs. 
Tasker had died a little more than a year before her hubsand, her death having
taken place .-\ugust ::q, 1903. Eleven children were born to them: L. M.; ]. F .. 
who lirves in Wyoming· township: F. P.: ~lary C.. the wife of J. W. !\.forse. of 
the same township ; Araminta B .. the wife of Frank Henderson, now living in 
Virginia: and six \\'ho have passed away. 

., 
l 
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L. :M. and F. P. Tasker were reared in this state and received their education 
in the common schools. Almost from their childhood they were initiated into 
the secrets of the cultivation of the soil, assisting in the work that was carried 

·on on their father's land as soon as they \vere able to handle the farm imple
ments. When they attained to manhood they decided to start in life for themselves. 
securing a tract of land at what is known as East Ridge. This is still a part oi · 
their property, although they have added to it from time to time, until now 
they ·own three hundred and eighteen acres, lying on sections 16 and 17, Wyoming 
township. On this they follow general farming. and raise a quantity of stock, 
which finds a ready market on account of its quality, but it is as breeders of draft 
horses of the Percheron strain that they are known, for their herd contains some 
of the finest mares in the county. 

The brothers have remained unmarried, and both give their support to the 
republican candidates as the choice of the party in whose platform they have 
the greatest confidence. They have not sought any office within the gift of the 
people, however, although L. M. Tasker has served the. township as trustee. 

- Together they belong to the chapter of the Mystic \Vorkers located in Wyoming. 

]. F. TASKER. 

]. F. Tasker. a well knO\\·n farmer of Wyoming township, was born in this 
county, June 3· 1863. and is a son of William ancl Grace (Paul) Tasker. The 
mother was a native of Columbiana county, Ohio, and the father of Scotland. 
In his early manhood he came to tl:le 'Cnited States, settling first in Ohio, where 
he became acquainted with and married ·his wife. Shortly after their union in 
t852. they came to l owa. joining the band of those who in seeking a new home 
for themselves contributed to the development of the resources o( that state. 
For a few years they lived in Linn county. where :Mr. Tasker had procured 
'land. and the11 came to Jones cotmty, where they passed the remainder of their 
lives, save one year that of 1876, which they spent in North Carolina. When 
1lr . Ta~ker arrived in this country he was in limited circum~tances. but he 
macle the most of opportunities. so that when his death occurred, October 10, 

1904. in hi~ eighty-seventh year. he was in the enjoyment of a comfortable in
come. 'Mrs. Task~r . who shared with him the prosperity he attained, died Aug
ust 13. 1903. being- sixty-se\·en years of age. Eleven children were born to them: 
L. ).I., a farn,er and stockman of this township; J. F., the subject of this sketch; 
F. P .. who is in partnership with his brother L. M.; Mary C., who is the wife 
?f ]. \V. ).forse. of Wyoming township: Arnetta V., the wife of Frank H ender
son . now living in 'Virginia; and six who have passed away. 

J. F. Tasker received a fair education in the common schools of the county 
and throughout hi,- youth assisted his father in the work of the farm. Until 
of age he remainccl at home. ancl then. ha'ving attained his majority. he embarked 
in bu~ines ::: for himself. For fom years he worked as a renter and then bought 
the place on \\'hich he is living toclay. lt is a tract of one hundred and twenty 
acres on section tfi. \Vyoming township. on which he follows general farming, 
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the soil being well adapted to a rotation of crops. The land is improved with 
buildings of substantial construction, while the fields are tilled by methods that 
are fully abreast of the most advanced in his calling, their appearance bespeaking 
the careful cultivation of the· owner. 

In 1888 1Ir. ·Tasker wedded Miss ~tinnie Bill, who was born in this county 
and is a daughter of O liver and· ~Iary (Faucet ) Bill. The former was a native 
of !~ew York state, but. moved to Ohio where he became acquainted with the 
woman he later married. She was of English birth, but had come to America 
with her parents in early life. The family located in Ohio, which remained 
Mrs. Bill's home until sometime in the early 'sos, when she and her husband 
came to Iowa. l\Ir . Bill has since passed away, and his widow followed him 
October 30, 1909· Seven children were born to them. Mr. and Mrs. Tasker 
have two children: ~eil R. and Robert K. 

Mrs. Tasker was reared in the faith of the Methodist church and to a cer
tain extent still continues in sympathy with that creed. Politically ::\1r. Tasker 
is a republican, but while he has served as school director for a period of twelve 
years, he could not be called a seeker for official preferment. Yet he is ever 
interested in the welfare of his fellow citizens and is ready to exert himself 
in their behalf. Fraternally he is connected with the. ~-fodern vVoodmen of 
America, being a member of Wyoming Lodge Xo. 183. 

WILLIA~J GILL~IAN. 

· For more than a half century William Gillman has lived in Jones county, 
taking an active and helpful interest in the work of general improvement and 
progress as the years have gone by. He has ever been recognized as one of the 
representative citizens here, a man whom to know is to esteem and respect. He 
is now acting as r ural mail carrier on route X o. r and resides in Rhodes. He 
was born in \\'arren county, Indiana, ~ovember 29, 1842, and in 1855, when a 
youth of twelve years, he accompanied his parents on their removal to Rome, 
Jones county, Iowa. His father, John Gillman, was born in l\lonroe co~mty, 
Illinois, August 8, 1819, and died in Olin. Iowa, September 12, 1885, at the 
age of sixty-'Six years, one month and four days. H e was but eight years old 
when his fathe r died and was left an orphan by his mother's death when he was 
but a month old. He was the youngest of a family of eight children, two sons 
and six daughters, all of whom ·lived to mature years and raised families with 
the exception of one brother, who died at the age of seventeen. On the 4th 
of· January. 184 r. John Gillman was united in marriage to l\I iss Sar~h A. Lower, 
with whom he lived happily for forty-four years, seven months and twenty
eight days. There were born unto them three sons and two daughters, all of 
whom are yet li,·ing with the exception o f the oldest daughter, who died in in
fancy; \Villiam is th<' first in order of birth; Allen, the second son. resides in 
O regon; J ane is the wi fe of Daniel Starry residing in Olin; anci Jess completes 
the family. 
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l ot# Blk First Name last Name Birth Death Other 
36 15 Stephen R Streeper 01/14/1820 03/11/1896 76 yrs 1 mo 27 days 
44 4 W Keith Streeper 01/13/1919 04/16/1997 
44 4 Wilfred I Streeper 1887 10/19/1965 
289 Old Jessie B Strong 1884 (05/26/)1945 60 yrs-wife of William 
87 Old John David Strong 1879 (02/16/)1962 83 yrs 
5 17 lyle R Strong 1907 1990 

87 Old Millie Strong 1884 1978 wife of John D 
289 Old William E Strong 1877 1961 84 yrs 

5 .17 Wilma Strong 1916 1998 wife of lyle 
127 Old Johann J Strubing 12/28/1828 11/11/1894 65 yrs 10 mos 13 days 
127 Old Louise M Strubing 04/05/1819 10/17/1887 68 yrs 6 mos 12 days-wife of Johann J 
14 11 Linda Madge Sullivan 12/23/1919 06/08/2001 wife of Walter-married 08/14/1943 
26 14 Michael Phillip Sullivan 1951 baby-Jot owner: WalterSullivan. Lot purchased 

1 0/23/1951 . 
14 11 Walter Joseph Sullivan 08/12/1918 05/05/2000 married 08/14/1943 

226 Old Amanda (Anna) 'Ball' Swigart 08/28/1851 07/12/1889 37 yrs 10 mos 14 days-wife of P 0 Swigart 
14 11 Phillip Switzer 1850 (03/07)/1935 84 yrs 3 mos 23 days 

308 Old Sarah Janette 'Hernon' Switzer 1902 (05/06/)1948 45 yrs 
39 6 Agnes E Swordes 1887 1976 wife of Judson 
39 6 Charles 0 Swordes 06/01/1912 12/29/1975 
39 6 Judson T Swordes 1871 (06/05/)1943 71 yrs 
187 Old John Tabor 02/16/1878 46 yrs 3 mos 23 days 
182 Old Andrew Camron Tasker 02/11/1926 66 yrs 4 mos 3 days 

9 15 Grace 'Paul' Tasker 03/12/1834 08/28/1903 86 yrs 2 mos 2 days-wife of Wm-parent of 
Charles, Benjamin, and R Robert 

182 Old Henry Tasker 07/14/1924 74 yrs 
182 Old John C Tasker 04/05/1814 07/13/1894 80 yrs 3 mos 8 days 
11 12 Kate Sophia 'Johnson' Tasker 1870 (10/20/)1951 81 yrs 
9 15 Lewis M Tasker 1857 (07/07/)1928 71 yrs 

182 Old Mary Jane Tasker 12/06/1820 (10/11/)1891 71 yrs 5 days 
182 Old Sarah Helen -- - Tasker ===>' - (05/03/1863) 7 yrs 11 mos 8 days 
182 Old Thomas George k.... 

.....,.,, Tasker ~ 1862 (11/27/)1937 75 yrs 
9 15 William Tasker 08/02/1818 {10/04/)1904 69 yrs 6 mos 15 days-parent of Charles, 

Benjamin, and R Robert 
38 Old Julia Ann Tate 03/23/1874 36 yrs 1 mo 1 day 
19 12 Almira Nancy 'Hall' Taylor 10/27/1840 05/20/1920 79 yrs 7 mas 23 days-wife of Geo L 
10 3 Charles William Taylor 1903 1963 60 yrs 
24 20 Oelite D Taylor 1912 1993 same stone as Kenneth C 

~ 
'\ 0 3 Dorothy M Taylor 1905 (11/27/)1984 wife of Charles 

305 Old Ed Taylor 07/03/1904 
17 8 G Raymond Taylor 04/16/1914 08/18/1995 married 02/14/1941 
.. 0 -1 2. G eorge L Taylor 03/30/1835 07/1111906 71 yrs 3 mos 11 days 

---· ---~ ··-·-...-.. ·------~-~ ·-~ .. --
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ancestry 
You searched for John Tasker in Iowa 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

N;~mc: John Tasker 

Birth Year: abt 1816 

Hirth Place: Scotland 

Gender: Male 

Marital Status: Married 

Census Date: 1856 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: Jones 

Locality: Pierce 

Roll: IA_73 

Line: 28 

Family Number: 64 

Neighbors: View others on page 

HmL~chold Name 

Members: 

Source Inform a Lion: 

John Tasker 

Ma1y J Tasker 

Hen!)')' L Tasker 

WmSTasker 

Sarah E Tasker 

Wm Tasker 

James Disart 

Da,·id Smith 

Mary Edwards 

Age 

40 

35 
6 

4 

22 

ll 

Ancc!'Sli).<.'Om. luu:o State Census Collection. J830·192S[database on-lin~l. Pro,o. l'T. t,;S.\: 
-\nc-tstr) .C'Qm Opt.'rntions Inc. 2007. Original data: ~lic:rolihn of Iowa Statf C~..·nsusts. 1856. t88s. 
tBQs. 1905. t9tS. 192.5 a~ \\C'II ,·ari011~ spt"<·i"l C('n-:nst"s from 1H36·t897 obtained from lht• Slatt 
Hi~lc>ri£'a1 Socit.>t~ of IO\\<t ,ja H1•ritage Qut>st. 

U<:Scription: 
Thi~ ct.atabilSt> rontains I0\\3 su1tt> <-"tnsu~tl\ for tfw follo"ing year$: 1856. t88s. 1895. 1905. 1915. 
4\nd 1925. It Abo indudt·s :>ome ht>ad of hou$E'hold <'ensust>S and oth<.•r sp<.'tial Ct"nsuse~ fron1 
t8J6-t897· Information tt\<li1<\blr for <tn indi\'idt•;JI wi ll \·ary a<.wrding lOth<' rt>"nsus yttlrand lhP 
information IWtU<'Mt•don tht' ('f'n ... lls fonn. Soml' oftht" information tontainttd in this databi-1st 
though indudtt~: namt-. a~e. ~rndrr. rnrE'. hirthplatt>. marital status. anrl plac.·,· of f'numt>ration. 
tRam morr ... 

Page 1 of 1 

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=l&db=IAstatecen%2c&rank=0&=%2c%... 11/29/2009 
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ancestry 
You searched for John Tasker in Iowa 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Name: John Tasker 

Birth Year: abt 1815 

Birth Place: Scotland 

Gender: Male 

Marital Sta tus: Married 

Census Date: 1885 

Residence State: Iowa 

Rcsitlcncc Count~·: Jones 

Locality: Wyoming 

Roll: IA1885_ 213 

Line: 24 

1-'amily Number: 87 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name 
Members: 

Source Info rmation : 

John Tasker 

Mary J Tasker 

Henry L Tasker 

William S Tasker 

Joseph L Tasker 

Andrew C Tasker 

Thomas Tasker 

Millie Lappen 

Alexander Lunda 

Age 

70 

64 

34 
32 

28 

24 
22 

21 

18 

Anct?stry.('Om. Iowa Slate Census Collection, 1836·1925 [cliltabast' on·line). Pro,o. UT. lSA: 
\net·~ti').<.'Otn Ol,tralioos Inc. 2001. Original data: ;\lirrofilrn of Iowa State Ct>nsust>s. 1856. 188 . .;. 
1895. 1905. 1915. 1925 as wt"IJ 'arious SPl'<"ial rtnsust's from 1836·1897 obtain~d from tht• Statr 
Historkal Society of Iowa 'ia Ht>ritagt> Qut"st. 

Description: 
llli~ datab:l$C' cont<li m~ Iowa stat(' «I'I~UM'~ for th(• fotlm, ing yt-an.: 18..;6. t88,:;. 1895. 190:;. 191.'). 
and 1925. It also indudt~:> ::.ome hrad of household <'ensuse~ and other s.pedal C'€"nsust>s from 
JR36-1897. Information availablt for em inrli\idual \\ill \'.?If) ac<.-ording to tht census yt"ar and thtt 
infonnation r't'questt>d on tht> rt>n~us fonn. Somt of the information contain!,'{~ in this datf'b.'bt' 
though indud('s: nam<'. agE'. gendrr. r;"tCt>.l>irthplacE'. marital status. and plaC't' of E-numeration. 
Lt>am more ... 

Page 1 of 1 

http:/ /search. ancestry .com/ cgi -bin/sse.dll ?indiv= 1 &db= 1Astatecen%2c&rank=0&=%2c%... 11/29/2009 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

John C. Tasker- Overview- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 

Home Famoly Trees Search Collaborate 

Green SheilaFritts591 

Vaew fam•ly t(ee 

John C. Tasker 
Birth 05 APR 1814 in Scotland 

Death 13 JUL 1894 in Jones County, Iowa 

Show immedaate family More opt ions 

HI, 

Learning Center 

Page 1 ot 2 

helenjwh l Sign Out Messages ( 1) My Account Help To-Dos Quack Lanks 

DNA Publish Shop Hire an Expert Add to Quick L1nks 

lind a person m this tree 

LISt of all people 

Save this person to your tree 

Comment on this 

Overview Facts and Sources Media Gallery Comments Member Connect 

Med1a Gallery 

No p/lotos, stones, audio or video have been added yet. 

Timeline ( View oeta•ls ) 

1840 
16'\o, 

Age: 26 

1894 
13·1U1 

Age: 80 

Comments 

Birth 
Sco~and 

Marriage to Mary Jane Paul 
Ohio 

Death 
Jones County, Iowa 

Burial 
Wyoming Cemetery 

No comments have been added yet. 

Add a comment 

http://trees.ancestry .com/tree/6712280/personl-1241412802?ssrc= 

Family Members 

Pa rents ~11/ 

~r..){~' 

Show Stbhngs 

Spouse & Children 

Mary Jane Paul 
1820- 1891 

Henry L. Tasker 
1850-

William S. Tasker 
1852 -

Sarah E. Tasker 
1855-

Joseph L. Tasker 
1856-

Andrew C. Tasker 
1859-

Thomas G. Tasker 
1861-

Historical Records 

Family group sheet 

No historiCill records have been attached to thiS 
person. 

11/29/2009 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

DE.\.R SIR: 

It has loeen the custom of each Huusc, at the commenc<>rnent of every se3Sion of the 

General.-\ .. ;scmlJly, to c.luse to be prep:trcd and publishctl, u t:\lJlc, showing certain sb\tistics in connec

tion with the names of the members thereof. This is u:;uully done in mueh hn,:;te, hence is frequently 

incorrect; especially in the orthography of names. In order to pr<·\'~ut errors (Jf this kind, .un<l to 

have tbe tuble in print at the commencement of the session, I transmit you thi~cirrular, with a rct1ucst 

that you will fill up Lhe blanks found below, and r eturn to this office a~ soon as pructicnl. You will 

plense gi\'e the flrst name in f~~I, and write X h. ~-

"'"""''················ .t.SZ:.Z~/;-::=' ~·······a·"'(· ····'E&: .. e.:~····:;:.~· ·,··········· P. o. Ad<b·z:.·.~'·· . .. . ... ~_,,_..t_._ ,_.7 .......... -< .. l. ..• > ' ··· ··· ' ·············· 

Cauulyuu~=.J);;<.d. w u uw . oW uu u w u w u • uo uuu 

Occupalion .......... ~.·~··~~.7. ... <-<~··· ............................ ................... .. 

),\"alivi/y ......... f..Z..e..~ ......... 4. ::~.-:?. ... <J..~ .............. .............. ... .. ................ . 

Jiw-riecl Ot' , 'ing{e .... ..... . ... ~a. ·:?4..-:<.-,; .. C,<.. ........................................ . 
Religion ............... ..... ~ .. e. .b .. e.~ .. -~~ ........................................... . 
Jj in the Se-~Tice ; 1·egimenl r drank ...... ... ~ .... ,. .. ..................... .. ....... ...................... . -- -
Y ea/'s i11 Io1ca .. · ~·~. · . .. .. &:b.:.=~~/"' L.e .. ~'-.~,:: .. ................................ .... . 
Age ........................ 'if..~- ... o/./·V~ .. ~ ........ - r! .... ...................... ... .. 

weight ........ ~ .... .. ;:-e././..t:.. ~ .. ~:.~-:J. .. e.C.a .. e..c.G. ... I.-::~ .. &: .. :1.---;;;:-~ , 7 "<' 

1 sentl h C'rewith a copy of rlH' rulei o f hl'l t S•·::«iun 0f th e C: l·nc nt l A::; -rotn '> l~·. in whil'h you will :.l'C 

the tal •le ;\loo,·t· n•f(: rrf>d to. 
Your" truly, 

ED " ' HI C H ' l', 
f trnF; t .\h \' O F' ~'1.\'Tr.. 




