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plication of <liscasci'. I ets was clcct,_·,t rccon'lcr. He was i\cllie n.atclil1' reel !1·1: 

!\Ir. St.rllthcrs had been til about !elected county ~un·cyor in J8,jtJ, ].'::l):l \Vhitcomh Hiley's lH.It"li! 
::;ix weeks antl all thi:-; time cxcej'Jtin•r land J,':'fl;i. In 1~·;1 he was :;:ent 1 1 ~· tlli,.: Girl, to the cddenl ,,:,-; ,... 1' . • . 
the last two weeks in extreUIL' pain. ( Jstnct to the legislature. where he eners, ant1 then Tlu· ;: 
All that medical science and careful sen-cd . with distinction. In Des Their c~ueen, people a;,:: 
nursing.by patient and devoted t'el- ?-.Ioine:.; tO\\'IlHbip he repeatCLlly filled a secOTHl peep. \\'. 1-'. 
afiv~s anrl.friends could do was done the o!Hccs of justice of the pe<icc and baritone :;;olo with ~ood 1 

to relieve the suffcr~o~r. hut the iinal asse:-sor. Sit1ce ~~oming to- Clinton ing forth warm aJlJll:tu: 
.. ,e,nd could be ·put o!J ·hut for a few township he bas been justice of the The Dance of the (;r;!cv­

'·day's._ Soon after his illness heg-a11 it peace.and last spring was elected eyes of the a•JtlietH·•·. 
became apparent that death was mayor of the town of Holfe, Towa. ances being necessar·. 
near. At times c<trly in hi:- sicimess B~ was an alternate delcg·atc from thought of letting tli(' ~i 
it was t!10u~r,htthat death would come t~t,; di~trict to the republican na.- be entertained. The Ji: 
iu a week. then in ad~\' .. but he c<>n- twna.l convention in 18!12. pearetl ag-ain in a tablt·:t 

. . . p tmuer1 to n,·c on t1av after dav. de- enmnally i\lr. Strutherl-' 1\'as a Bird, the curtain r!,.;in:· 1 

n!onstrating that it is was a ;t.rowr ~·pJeas<~.nt gentleman to meet. He was ond time. and then :·;r;;;:; 

constitution no~ imp:lired hy intcml: are<idy ~onycrsati~n::di:-t a!H1 a well the ::;tory o( tlte ;,ant- 1 i:· 
c~rance along- any ltne. Hut a!'! the. read m • .tn. He h.td a rcnlarkablv the <:rring liu;;lJan!l ,,;.1 
·l'trong-est of caRtlc~ mu:-t rnJJ:nble an<l ~oo.tltneHiory and co·nld recall tu~~ 11 ~· St. Peter's ~ate. Tl11 ·., 
entlin time. so with the life of :-.Jr. UlC!!lent1; in the eariy ilhtory 1;f th~ ~ood while 0:1 cart!; t 
StrutherH. ·county ll'ith freshness. He alone re- tended church fun.~tiu;;-

Bobert Struthets was horn in Scot- taincd many of the lirst hbtot'lc;~l sinner of a bu,;;band ;1! 

land. December :lO, 11:':?.\J. \Vhen :1 facts of the county imLil thev t.e- 1 to glean what cheer i 1
,-,, 

yt:ars of a~~e he came with l•io; par- ~:;:u::c a 1;1att<:r of n~conl. HZ: was in ller ,;pare timt: puinl ·.~, 
cnts to Quebec, Canada and t.h~re , ·1:.1\ ·L.Y 5 kllld and con:-:ideratc. ( lne the error of hb '":~.1 .. 
grew t.i) manhood. It wa,.; there ]l;~ ,. ''the gn.:ater regret:-; of his ia:'t flav:-; came to St. i'ctr:r, tlw ::,. 
fo:rn,eu an attachment for :\liB!'! Su;;au wa~ tl:at _l~e.~·~uld .not lin:: to rep;~y o_nc tltt~u;.:·ht ···that uf,, 
.\kl·,wcn ;-..nrl wa~ rnarrier.l to her the tn.u.1} <tcb of lonclne,;;; shown him. IIO\llllllt u:;hcrc·tl in :t:l' 
at ::vlontrcal, Can;tda i\larcb l~c wa:-; a meutber of the Prc:;bv- to the ro;t,.,ting- dl.-i);,, I 

Ill, 18G:l. Together tl1ey G:tmc '1\'e:'->L ten<u~ church, aml wa;; hig-h in the after :-:it. l't:ter i1ad ii-; 
to lllinol:-; in 18;')i and the same councJl,.; of' thi:; o:rg-aniz:-ttion. He wol!lan tvll ll'h;tl ;, 
year came on tu Fort Dollge, also 1~as a Hoyal Arch ~laso11 and an been a!ld ll'ltat ~innc·r· . 
lowa. ln :Vlay, 18:i7 i\lr. Struther:-;. in Odd .bellow. <1!1(1 other people. llc p:1
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{rom Fort Dodg-e up into l'ocahontas ~epternhcr zo, HeY. McCaslin tlelin~l'- In Snnri!3e fair fa,·t. 
rounty by m<':ans of an o:' team \11111 tn;r the funeral scnnon. 'l'llc funeral white roht:,. a;rain plea-· 
dJllH() cln.lt.JJI'I l.n thL: not·Llte:u,t.L:rn wa~tln chal'l!~' of the ~fn.-;onk Ol'llt;t., .tnd then thv little l:irl 
p;n·t <>f tiH: county, ln lleK J\lc.lm·l' lll;lllY bret:hretl IJeltll! present fnint :'i:tn;; :t l\,111' ~t~ng to tit· 
tnwnf'~ii" ;t.· ,,,._~'!;_•,"r~' ~-;Pl"•''Nl ,, \'Yl~Ht lknrl.l'lovcr, Havelncl(, ]'oca- 'J.'Illlt'. It rll'itlt ll't!lt 
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, ~ ",.; .t \0\",t 11 rc 1 ·' a~Ull :111• an 
year came on to l'urt Dodt,!l'. Orltl Fellow. · and other Jll''lpk. I~< 
Iowa. .tn :O.Iay, 1:-J:)~ :\lr. Strutllcr>'. in The .funeral \\'as hclcl from t!:c l'n·,;. I ,.;ulpliur >'Lew and g;t 

company with W. H. r1ait. :\. LL , . 1 1 '!' 1 l' harp ali ttnH·il up r)ytenan c Jure 1 .. tiC:>!< av a ternoon. · · · 
,\J:•.Icolm antl. Cuern;.;cv Smitll. Ctllit: S' , . 1 ·lti [> , 1 c··. 1. l ,. . In ~;unri,;c fair l.t• 

. . . - . , . ept.Crll JCJ' ~ , 'C\'. .hC .. a;; Ill l t:il\'l'J'· 
from Fort Dod!,;e UJl Into l'ocanont.a,; . 11 . r . ·. •1•1 ,. 1 white ro!Je,.; a,;2,·ain 1•!•·: 
~ .. • -~ ~ .. • -' ~ ~. ~ • ~ , 1 111 ~ _l e ·.L u n era J :-s ern 1 or:. _ 1 c : u ncr a 
( ounty ln; !JH <lllC' 01 ,l!l 0.· •• c,uTJ d111• I . l f tl 'I . 1 rllld then the J ittk ;· i; . • . · . · was Jll c: laq~c o. · 1e ·' a.,onlc on cr. 
cnu~e cl<urn::: 1n tllf' nortlica~tcrn 1 1 1 . san;.~· :t -.1.ar :-_,n~!· t•• 11 ... . . . wany Jrct. ll'Cll iJCilll! present front 
part of the countyp. 111 Des :"~Jr:,tnes \"· t 1.3 J l .. JJ .1.r 1 1 l.' Tirnc. It dealt w;t11 · vc,; cnr. · over .. 1a1·e oc.c oca-

American rni:;un<it·l· township. :\Jr. Struthers selected a lwntas and Urallgatc. ,\ number of 
claim on section 12. hut. returne<: tu Ocltl l•'ello 1·;:-; \\'Cre in t.] 1e escort. The caught the au<1icJit't· 

ril.!ht :-;pot. Then· •·' Fort Dodg-e. He worked at f:'ort 
Dudge, going- up to the farm occa:-;ion­
ally to make im:)ro\·ement,.;, until in 
!Jeccmher he finisheri hi~ lol! ltut. 
bruu~ht Mrs. Struther,; UlJ Jrolll [·'ort 
Dodge and became an actual ,.:ettlcr. 
Thu,; it wiil he seen he is one of the 
fir:<t ;;ettlers ir. northea:-tern 1 'oca­

honta.~. Tr:uly the Stn1then; hun1e 
wa,; an ideal one .for the fron1 icr. 

remain:-; l':ere laid to re,;t in Clinton 
cemetery he:.; ide :'11 r:-:. Struthcr~, who applau~·-\ and tile ~i 11 ' 

<lied .June !1, Js:J7. I 1·er:-;e. 
·---·--• .... ----- 1 (!!Je of tlll.~ prdti·· 
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or trouble the nH''"JlJers of the Struth-
ers household were alway,; wil!in;.:· 
rnini~ters of acts of kindnes::;. "'o dutv 
at horne was too important to lccer1 
them from hclpinrr otller:' in dtstrcss. 
lt1 t11ose dav:o su~h act:' 1verc like 
:t:nanna from-heaven. 

To. the Struthers hou:;eholc1 on Janu­
ary 1, 18G\l, soon after their location 
here, came the first white chil<l born 
in the northern part of the countv. 
This was li:llen, now l\Irs. H. S. :-1atl1~ 
ers. To this union were also horn \Y. 
F S't l '· · rut 1ers, Miss ?.Iaggic, SuEan, 
no·.\· :\lrs .. T. B. Kent. Andrew. Grace. 
now :\Irs . .I. l\1. :\IcCiure. ;mel Hobert 
·Tr.-four daughters and. three sons-.. 
ali of whom now reside in this Jocalitv. 

I'IIr. Struthers was a man of ste.r­
~ing character, at all times holding 
be <~oniidence of .the people. He has 

te))eatedly bee~ called by them to 
hoW om · f t! cc, tn .act has almost coJ:-
mually heen called upon to perform 

sotne r·t t 1' d 
!· J . 'to 1c uty. As far back as 
.· ...... u!J JS, 18131, we fir:d him holding the 
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eldest son, is at present and for several :McEwen, a sister of Wm. D. McEwen, 
years bas been deputy Treasurer, and Esq. Their home at this time was in 

l Fred A. Malcolm, the second, was a timber country, ftfty mtles south­
County Surveyor during the four west of Montreal. Here his mother, 
years, 1894 to 1897. Ellen Watson, died when he was seven 

During his absence fn the army his years of age, and his father, Andrew 
wife went tg. his friends in New Yol'k Struthers, in .June, 1B.'i8; their family 
-state, and after his discharge they having consisted of four sons--,-Rohert, 
spent one year in Ohio. Making the who was the eldest; James, who lo­
journey from Ohio to Old Rolfe by cated near West Bend, after seven 
team in the fall of 1865, they located yean spent in Australia; Andrew, wko 
on their present farm on section 1, went to Xebraska, and ·william, who 
Clinton township. They have raised also became a resident of Des Moines 
a family of seven children, all of township, this county. 
whom but two, have rone forth from Robert Struthers, dul'ing the first 
the parental roof to found comfortable three years after his marriage was en­
homes of their own. ~Ir. ~Ialcolm has gaged in building railroad bridges in 
rendered honorable and faithful serv· the Province of Ontario. .\t this pe­
ice to his country, both in the time of riod, which was but a few years be­
war and peace; and he has lived to see fore the outbreak of the war of the 
the desolate wilderness traversed by rebellion, and about as many subse­
him and others with unspeakable quent to the transition from a terri­
hardships in the spring of 18i>7, trans- torial to a state government in Iowa, 
formed into a beautiful Eden, with the attention of those seeking new 
fruitful fields conveniently connected homes was directed to the rich and 
with a network of magnificent rail- fertile but unoccupied prairies of this 
ways and dotted with numerous rap- newly organized state. When the 
idly growing towns and cities, aud tide of emigration had reached the 
thousands of comforta}?le homes. north central part of the state, ~Ir. 

"What hath he seen of change-this and ~Irs. Struthers decided to leave 
aged one- the associations of home and kindred 

As days unfolded and the years swept and seek their fortunes as pioneers of 
on:' this new and as they verily believed 

First the prairie schooners "better country." Accordingly, in 
On emigration's trail, 
Then rough-hewn huts of settlers January, 18.'ii, they came to the Unit-
Besprinkling hill and dale; ed States and began the journey to 
The felling and the clearing, their frontier home in the West, in-
'fhe stretch of smiling farms; tending to proceed direct to Fort 
The tilling and the sowing, 
The gathering into barns; Dodge; but owing to the severity of 
The schooling of the children, the winter and unusual drifts of snow, 
The rising of church spires, they stopped at Aurora, Ill., until the 
And the smoke of many fires." month of April, and then leaving 

,,,B .. ti~tS\WllJ~"i'.S, who in ~fay, 1857, there his wife and one child-William 
selected a pre-emption claim on Sec. E.-lir. Struthers passed to Dubuque 
12, 93-31, (Des Moines township) was a (the terminus of the Illinois Central) 
native of Glasgow, Scotland, where he by rail, and from thence to Fort Dodge 
was born, Dec. 26,1829. In April, 1s:u, hy stage, paying for the latter form of 
he came with his parents to Chat transportation at the rate of seven 
eau gay' (Shat-o-gay') county, in the cents a mile for the first 100 miles and 
Province of Quebec, Canada, where nine cents for the second 100 miles. 
1.m ~larch W, 1tlii3, he mrrrried finsnn 'The amount or hag~tafl"c e!}rrif'd fre(' 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

FIRST SETTLEMEXTS I~ THE COUNTY. 173 

of charge was limited to forty pounds built that year on their claim in Des 
and all excess of that amount was Moines township. This shanty, l6xl6 
charged at the regular passenger rate feet, which was one of the first half­
on an estimate of 150 pounds to the dozen in the settlement, and served as 
passenger. On this occasion there the family residence for fifteen years, 
were nine passengers in the stage and in 1873 was replaced by a fine, large 
they arrived at Fort Dodge on the 4th dwelling house that now stands, not 
day of May. The day of their arrival upon the wild, open prairie, but upon 
was one of public sale of government one of the most beautiful, highly im­
lands in Hancock and Winnebago proved and best cultivated farms in 
counties. Th~re were only a few the country. Here a sturdy family of 
buildings on the site of the present three sons and four daughters grew 
city of Fort Dodge and they were al- up around them, or went forth from 
ready tilled to their utmost capacity, the parental roof to found new homes 
so that ~rr. Struthers had to go a of their own. They continued to re­
half-mile out of town to find a lodg- side here until1893, when the vener­
ing place. On that day he bought a able patriarch, accompanied by his 
quarter-section of land in Bingham wife and two members of the family, 
township, Hancock county, that he moved to Rolfe to spend the remain­
continued to own as long as he lived. der of his days. The decease of his 
The sale on that day was called from faithful wife occurred in her iOth 
an open window and the street was year, June 9, 189'i, and his own noble 
tilled with a dense crowd of people for career was ended in his 69th year, 
a considerable distance around it. Sabbath evening, September 18, 1898. 

When he arrived nt Cedar Falls he Mr. Struthers bou~ht more land as 
received his first intelligence of the he was able but did not sell an acre, 
Spirit Lake massacre that had oc- and at the time of his decease in ad­
curred two months before. "\.t this dition to the home in Rolfe, was the 
place he encountered a number of owner of 12-!0 acres of land most of 
cm·ered wagons moving east, that which was located in Des :Moines 
were tilled with frightened people township, where two of his sons still 
who expected the Indians would soon reside; William E. married to Alice 
raid the entire northwest part of the Price, on section 3, and Andrew J. 
state. married to Etta Parkins, at the old 

.\.fter locating his claim in Des home on section 12. The entry for 
)Joines township and doing some work the 120 acres on the NEi of this sec­
of improvement upon it, Mr. Struth- tion which he claimed as a home by 
ers bought a lot in Fort Dodge and right of pre-emption in May, 185'i, 
erected a small house on it. Then, seems not to have been made until 
about the latter part of June, with a Nov. 16, 1866, and the patent for it 
mule team he returned to Dubuque was issued Nov. 20, 1883. His daugh­
where he awaited the arrival of his ter Ellen, wife of Richard S. Mathers, 
family and household effects and load- who lives one mile east of Rolfe, was 
ing them in his wagon brought them the first whit~ child born (January 1, 
thus to Fort Dodge. About two 1859) in the north part of the county. 
weeks were occupied in this trip Su§.an, married to Col. J. B. Kent; 
across the country and they were for- Grace, married to James McClure; 
tunate in having beautiful weather Maggie J. and Robert A. all reside at 
and good roads. After a residence of Rolfe. 
one year in Fort Dodge, in the fall of During the first forty years of this 
18;)8, they moved to the log shanty county's history this noble-minded 
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man was a conspicuous and influential 
factor. He was a man whom neither 
Indians, blizzards, grasshoppers nor 
even hard• times could frighten from 
his purpose "to found a home in the 

- west and grow up with the coun­
try. •1 He was a man of public SJ!irit 
and rendered service in his own town­
ship and county in an official capacity, 
for a longer period of years than any 
other man in the county except pos­
sibly W. H. Halt. In 1859, at the 
time of the county's organization, he 
was chosen one of the justices of the 
peace for the township which then 
embraced the county, and at the time 
of his decease in 1898, he was mayor of 
the city of Rolfe and a justice of the 
peace for Clinton township: and there 
was not an intervening year he did not 
have some official duties to perform. 

In the fall of 1859 he was elected 
county surveyor; for this office be was 
the first one to qualify and was the 
only incumbent of it during the next 
ten years. In 1865 and '66 be sen:ed 
two years as County Recorder. 

In 1872-3 be had the honor to serve 
as the first representative from this 
county in the legislature of Iowa. 
The district then embraced Kossuth, 
Palo Alto, Pocahontas and Calhoun 
counties, and his election was secured 
without any opposition from an op­
posing candidate. This legislature 
was dis'tinguisbed by the fact it held 
two sessions. At the first session in 
1872, there was adopted the present 
mode in Iowa of assessing and taxing 
the property of the railroads and Wm. 
B. Allison was elected to the 'G. S. 
senate. At the special session held in 
1873, the Code of Iowa was arranged 
and prepared for publication later 
that same year. 

For fifteen years in succession, 
18i8-1892, he was Assessor of Des 
Moines township; and from its organ­
ization in 1859 to 1893, the year of his 
removal to Rolfe, he held the office of 
Justice of the Peaee almost continu-

ously. While sening in this capacity 
he performed the tirst marriage cere­
mony in the north part of the county. 
This wedding occurred July 18, 1861, 
at the home of Samuel ~. Harris, and 
the col1tracting parties were his daugh­
ter Elizabeth Harris. and "·· :--\. Fea­
gels, a trapper, who later homesteaded 
the SEt SEt ~ec. 13, lles )[oines 
township. 

Robert Struthers was the tirst per­
son to reeeiYe a certificate of natural­
ization in this county and it wa:5 is­
sued to him Jan. 3. 1860, at Highland 
City, i!ater Old llolfe) by Samuel ~. 
Harris. Clerk of the Distrkt Court. 
This certificate was recorded and 
reads as iollows: 

"Robert Struthers. a natJ\·e of Scot­
land, having resided ·li\'e full years in 
the Cnited States and one full year 
in the state of Iowa, immediately pre­
ceding this date, and having made 
proof of being a man of good moral 
charaeter and well disposed towards 
the institutions of this country, and 
haYing del'lared on oath that he has 
absolute!\· and entirelY sundered and 
abjured :ill allegiance· to any foreign 
king, prince, potentate. state . or sov­
ereignty whatsoeYer, and partieularly 
to the Queen o! Great Britain, of 
whom he was late a suhjf'ct. and on 
oath declares that he will support the 
constitution and laws of the t·nited 
States and the constitution of the 
State of Iowa, it was ordered that 
the said Hobert Struthers be admit­
ted a citizen of the Cnited :-\tates of 
.\.merica." 

In the spring of 181i0. whe!l the lirst 
school eleetion was held, )[r. Struth· 
ers was ehosen one of the three mem­
bers of the first hoard of directors of 
the Des )[oines district, which then 
embraced all of the county except 
what was ineluded in the Lizard dis­
trict. His intelligence· and energy as 
a member of this board, enabled him 
to exert such an influence that there 
has been aecorded to him the honor 
of being ';The father of Pocahontas 
county's school system, and that it 
bas beeome a worthy monument to 
the memory of its founder." 
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He had the honor to sen·e as cllair­
man of the first republiean com·en­
tion held in this county; was chair­
man of the county central committee 
many years in succession in the early 
days and, with a single exception, at­
tended every republican county con­
,·ention held pre,·ious to 1881. 

Wben the Pocah~mtas County Bible 
Society was organized at Old Rolfe 
in 18ti'i, he became a loyal supporter of 
it and served as president of that or­
ganization from that year until tbe 
time of his decease, a period of thirty­
one years. 

l-Ion. James F. Wilson, late r. S. 
senator from Iowa, addressing a pub­
lic meeting beld in this county, at 
which be was presiding, paid him the 
COI}lpliment tbat like others of his 
countrymen. "Robert Struthers was a 
hardy son of toil, raised on oatmeal 
and the Shorter Catechism.'' 

Dr. Johnson, the well-known Eng­
lish writer, referring to this plain diet 
of his neighbors once rather wittily 
described oats as, "In Scotland food 
for Seotehmen. hnt in Ent-rland food 
for horses .. , He was well answered 
howe,·er, by the indig-nant Scotchman 
who replied, ;,Yes, and where etin 
you lind such men as in :-\cotland or 
sueh horses as in England." 

)[r. ~trnthers was a man of ver-y 
positive convictions in matters relat­
ing to religion, morality and politics. 
He was a firm belie,·er in the inspira­
tion and authority of the Bible as the 
Word of God, and both in business 
and politics, forced the question, "Is 
this right or is it wrong:·• He was a 
total abstainer from the use of all in­
toxicating liquors, lthe first it has 
been said, in the county) and believ­
ing it to be the duty· of the sta!e to 
prohibit the traffic in them whcre,·er 
it was possible. he was always ready 
both to defebd and advocate the cause 

republican in politics while he resided 
in Ontario in 18;)5, when that party 
was organized in Philadelphia and 
framed a platform in regard Lo slavery 
and the protection of American in­
dustries that received his hearty en­
dorsement. His political principles 
were subordinated to and made to 
harmonize as nearly as possible with 
the teachings of dh·ine revelation, 
and when be cast his ballot it was for 
the support of the principles of truth, 
justice, honor and righteousness. 
Such a man resents with scorn the 
idea that be can be swayed like un­
stable reeds by the political winds 
that blow from one direction today 
and from another tomorrow. 

Few such men are to be found in 
any country. He was an uncut dia· 
mond without the polish of a finished 
education or skill in the convention­
alities of this life, yet be was a man 
of marked intelligence, affable, hos­
pitable, had a good memory that re­
tained with distinctness the incidents 
of early days and no one StQod as bis 
stiperior in honesty of purpose and in­
teg-rity 0f character. 'When called 
upon to decide matters between 
neighbors, a circumstance of frequent 
occurrence, his decisions were always 
tempered with justice. And as a 
friend to the young he bas left his 
memory indelibly stamped on all who 
came in contact with him in their 
struggle for a start in life. 

His estimable wife, who shared 
with him the privations and trials of 
frontier life, shared also with him 
the noble &entiments that animated 
his life and to which he gave tbe 
more public utterance, "She was a 
true wife to true husband, clothing 
herself afresh t{) his heart as her 
beauty faded, with a new- beauty that 
was to be appreciated rather than 
seen." 

of legal suasion. He was a man of Fearless they liYed, fearless they died, 
practical ideas and methods. .\ceord: Battling always for truth and right• 
ing to his own statement he became a eousness; 
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Building monuments of worthy deeds, 
Fortune upon them graciously smiled, 
And domestic bliss was also vouch-

safed. 
1858 AND 1859. 

During the two years 1858 and 1859, 
a number of new families located in 
the Des Moines -settlement, amopg 
whom were David Slosson, John A. 
James, Perry Nowlen, Henry and 
William Jarvis, Ora Harvey, 0. F. 
Avery, James Edelman, Hank Brown 
and John Straight. 

David Slosson, in May, 18;)8, came to 
Pocahontas county, with a family con­
sisting of his wife, Esther Vaughan, 
who died in 1875, three sons-Oscar, 
Orlando and Edmond-all of whom 
were young men, and one daughter, 
Ann, who became the wife of Romeyn 
B. Fish and is still a resident of the 
county. On his arrival, David Slos­
son located on section 26, and on Sep­
tember 28, 1858, entered his pre­
emption claim tor lots 1 and' 2 and the 
Wt NEt of that section, containing 
158 acres. His eldest son, Oscar Slos­
son, December 8, 1860, entered as a 
pre-emption the SEt Sec. 24, 160 acres, 
same township, and receiYed the pat-

. ent for it June 1, 1861; and Orlando, 
the second son, on January 18, 1868, 
entered as a homestead the NWt Sec. 
26, 160 acres, same townsbi p anq re­
ceived the patent for it September 1, 
1869. 

David Slosson was the son of David 
and Esther (Vaughan) Slosson, his fa­
ther being of Welsh and his mother 
of English descent. He was a native 
of Vermont, where he wasbornMarcb 
11, 1811, near Grana Isle. He received 
a good common school education, and 
when quite young moved to New 
York state, where he learned the 
shoemakers' trade. 

At twenty he married Rachel 
Vaughan, a cousin, and during the 
next five years worked at his trade 
during the winter and on the farm 
urlng the summer. He then moved 

to Summit county, Ohio-later to 
Clinton county, N. Y., and in 1846 re­
turned to Summit county, Ohio. The 
next move was to :Michigan, and in 
1852 be came to Clinton county, Iowa, 
where be remained-until the time of 
settlement in this county in 1858. 

His next move was to _washington 
Territory, where his three sons-Oscar 
married to Julia Towslee, Orlando 
married to Harriet Halstead and Ed­
mond married to Ellen Savage-still 
reside. He died there June 30, 1884. 
His daughter, Mrs. R. B. Fish, resides 
at Rolfe. 

At the time of the organization of 
this county, David Slosson had the 
hmior to be chosen the first Count.y 
Judge and served in that capacity 
from )larch 21st, the day he qualified, 
to Dec. 31, 1859. The duties devolving 
upon this officer were those that are 
now performed by the Board of Coun­
ty Supervisors.. As there was no pub­
lic building in the county his cabin, 
which was somewhat central in the 
Des )loines settlement, became the 
seat of government for the county, 
and the public records were kept there 
until the erection of the first court 
house, in the fall of 1860. 

His administration of the affairs of 
this county, though limited to a peri­
od less than one year, was unusually 
eventful and has been rendered mem­
orable by three important contracts 
that were concluded by him in behalf 
of the county. These contracts re­
lated to the erection of the first court 
house at Old Rolfe, the construction 
of the first bridge over the Des )foines 
river and the special survey of the 
swamp lands of the county that they 
might be given in payment for the 
public building and bridge. 

The following item from the record 
is of interest as showing the salary of 
the Judge and his systematic method 
of keeping the record: · 
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been justice of the peace and secretary )faggie and Nellie. 
of the school board during the last 3. Susan married Col. John ll. 
two ye,us. Kent. (See Kent.) 
Sl~ft'B' ''8'6i!}'er\, (see ·page 1 i2), 4. Maggie J. lives at Rolfe. 

t.he tirst representative from this 5. Andrew J. (b. Aug.22, 18ti5)oc-
cuunty in the legislature of Iowa, was cupies a farm of 220 ac1·es, Sec. ll, Des 
a resident of Des )foines township Moines township. April 26, H!93 he 
from 1857 to 1893, when he moved to married Etta Parkin of Humboldt 
Holfe where he died Sept. 18, 1898, county and has one daughter, 1\iary. 
and his wife June 9, 1897. He was one ti. Grace, Sept. 12, 1887 married 
or the very tirst pioneers to locate in James )lcCiure, a mechanic, lives at 
the northeast part of this county ar1d West Bend and has a family of two 
his wife joined hin1 a few months children, Gilbert G. and Walton )l. 

later. By their sterling integrity and '· Robert A. (b. Feb. 1, Il::la), 
noiJle lives this worthy couple. dUI'ing farmer, li\·esat Rolfe. 
the tirst forty )Cars of the history of Spence George .Francis, (b. Aug. 
this county, exerted a potent intluence 2::!, 11:!42.) Rolfe P. 0., is a nati\·e of 
for good that was felt not merely in Kenosha county, Wisconsin. In 1869 
their own neighborhood but through- he located in Hamilton county Iowa, 
out this county and in the legislat.ive and remained fourteen years. In 1S83 
halls of this commonwealth. 'l'he he located on his present farm of :!00 
good are a mighty power and they acres on section 11, Center township, 
exert an intluence long after their de- two and one-half miles southwest of 
pal'ture from earth. They are grate- Rolfe. He has erected good improve· 
fully remembered in the home, the ments on this farm and made it a de-
social circle and the church. l•ghtful home. He has been identi-
"That man exists but ne\'er Jives, tied with the history of Center town-
Who much receil'es bur, nothing g-ive,;;, ship, haYing sen·ed as a trustee tive 
Rut he, wh'J marks his devious way years, 1::!85-!lll, and a'> a justice of the 
Bv gener<~us acts from dav to clav, peace and president of the school 
'.r1·eads the same path his Sa \'iom:· trod, b .. ard in It!!:!~. It is, howe \"er, by 
The path to glory and to God." rea~on of the long conl,inued and etli-

His family <:(ln,isted or llll'ce ,.;ons cient public sen-ice rendered as p<•st-
and fom daughtL•r;, ruaster at Rolfe that he bt-came mo•t 

I. William .K (lJ )far·. Hi, }x:Ji) is a wiclery a:;d fa\·urably known. He had 
native of Aurora, III., whert• his 1.ar- charge of the ltulfe postottice seven 
cnts tarried a few montl•s while 011 the year:; and three months from Aprill, 
way to the froutie1·. He is the owner 18!10. He has been an elder in Lhc 
aud oceupant of a fartu of WO acres on Presbyterian church of Rolfe sinee 
section 3, He:; .Moines township. Be 188!1 and superintendent of the ~un­
has heen secretary of the ~chool l)l)ard day !:'chou! during- Lhe tmst ti ve years. 
in this township since lti8!J. On April He is a veteran of the civil war, hav­
ti. ll:t:-1:! he 111arril'd .\Ike l'rkP- ol' ingcnlistcd in )fay, 1Rii-l, at KPno"ha, 
Li;r.ard I owuship aud lias three cl!il- as a IUeluUel· IJf Uw :;!It II Wis. \' ol <111-

dren, )\'i_lliam, Alee ;md Enwst. teers and C.•JiltinuNI 111 the sen·iee in 
·> Ellen (b .. lan l. J1'.j!J) on :\Iareh 'the westt-mTicpartment o{ tilt! arm.1· 

-l!l. IX~.<.: maiTirrl Tiil'llard S. Mathers until.t1Je fall of that y£'ar. 
owtwr and occupant or a farm of :J21l 
acres on ~ee. :1. Clinton t(JWnship. 
Her family com;ists of sen:u ch.iltlreu, 
\\'illiam. Su~ie. )lary, Uoh<'~'L "\rchi•:. 

In l~i2 ile married Eltll (loufd, of 
flrunclr rnuntr, and his family c.on­
~oi:-L~ <Jf two cllilurcu, Clillil Bcil, wl.o 
mar!ied 01·:t P. \lalc<~llll. r~t·e :\Ia!-
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Name: Robert Struthers 

Home in 1880: Des Moines, Pocahontas, Iowa 

Age: 

Estimated birth 

year: 

Birthplace: 

Relation to Head 

of Household: 

Spouse's name: 

Father's 

birthplace: 

Mother's 

birthplace: 

Neighbors: 

Occupation: 

Marital Statns: 

Race: 

Gender: 

9anuot read wnte: 
Blind: 

Deaf and dumb: 
OJh . 1s~W~ 

Idiotic or insane: 

Household 

Members: 

50 

abt1830 

Canada 

Self(Head) 

Susannah 

Scotland 

Scotland 

View others on Qru?:e 

Fanner 

Married 

White 

Male 

View i!llil~ 

Name 

Susan Struthers 

Andrew Struthers 

Grace Struthers 
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Description: 
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Birth 
Sl;otla.!lQ 

,llilptism 
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Land grant 97-26-26 80 acres Robert Struthers of Will County, Dlinois 
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Maraaret l Struthers 
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Andrew Jackson Struthers 
: 1864-1948 

Grace Struthers 
1867- 1929 

Robert Alexander~ 
1870- 1927 

Family group sheet 

Source Information 
view details 
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Robert Struthers - View media - Ancestry .com Page 1 of1 
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Home Family Trees Search QJIIaborate Learning Center DNA Publish Shop Hire an Expert Add "' Quick lJnks 
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category Type: Portrait I Family Photo 

Photos for Robert Struthers 

Robert Struthers 

WiUiam Struthers 

1836. 1905 

Robert Struthers 

1829- 1898 

James Struthers 

1831- 1898 

Andrew Struthers 

1834- 1905 

Other trees this object Is saved to 

Kilgour Family Tree 

by rtJ rll_l)ln_~IO(Ia on 31 Oct 2009 

McEwen Family Tree 

by ~ru ~~~~~ on 17 Jan 2009 

Jennings 

by [~j ~J on 7 Jan 2009 

Mathison/Nordeen Family Tree 

by~ ~.1!1~. on 9 Nov 2008 

MaMne Struthers 

by !R1 M!IM~~I on 21 5ep 2008 

Dobbin·Lemay Family Tree 

by r;~J <;:!1~~~-IJI on 28 Nov 2009 

calder and Briggs Family Tree 

in another tree 
~--·----·····~ 

http:/ /trees.ancestry .com/tree/284 7141/person/-1480973389/photo/1 ?pgnum= 1 &pg=32816... 8/16/2010 
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Iowa Cemetery Records - Ancestry .com 

~ ancestryc o 
You searched for Robert Strothers in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-80Q-ANCESTRY 

© 1997·2010 Ancestry.com 

Iowa Cemetery Records 

Name: Hon. Robert Struthers 

Death Date: 18 Sep 1898 

Page#: 50 

Birth Date: 26 Dec 1829 

Cemetery: Clinton & Garfield 

Level Info: Grave Records of Pocahontas County, Ia. 

Source Information; 
Ancestry.com. Iowa Cemetery Records [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com 
Operations Inc, 2000. 

Original data: Works Project Administration. Graves Registration Project. Washington, D.C.: 
n.p.,n.d. 

Desc.ription: 
These cemetery records represent seventy-six counties and Gract'land Cemetery of Sioux City, 
Iowa, in the united States, that were transcribed by the Works Project Administration. Recor-ds in 
this database generally include the page number where the record can be found in the VVPA index, 
the name of the deceased, birth date, death date, age., cemetery name, town name, and additional 
corrunents if any. Learn more-..... 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 

Corporate lnfonnation PRIVACY POliCY Terms and Conditions 

Ancestry .com 

http:/ /search.ancestry .com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv= 1 &db=iacem%2c&rank=O&gsfn=Robert ... 

Page 1 of1 
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STRUTHERS, Susan McEwan- POCAHONTAS CO. IOWA- WP A GENEALOGY DA... Page 1 of 1 
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) ( Volunteers } [ Conti!Kt Us. ) 
Iowa WPA Graves -Searchable Genealogy Database & Family History Resource- Locate Ancestors and Complete Your Family Tree 

Ancest~Y..COm Family Tree Free family tree. Discover more with 4+ billion records. Try today. www.ancestry.com 

Free Cemetery Records Instantly Access 400,000,000 Vital Birth, Death and Cemetery Records! Cemetery-RecordsArch 

Des Moines Restaurants Get 50% Off Coupons On The Best Des Moines Restaurants. Sign Up! www.LivingsociaJ.com 

Ads by Coogle 

STRUTHERS, Susan McEwan 
Born: 
Died: 
Cemetery: 

• Location: 

25AUG 1827 
09 JUN 1897 

Add a Post-em Note 

:v:- How to use oost-em notes ... 

Your Name: (required) 

(required) 

County: 
Record Notes: 

CLINTON & GARFIELD 
GARFIELD TWP. 
POCAHONTAS CO. -IOWA 

Notify me when others post to this record. 

.Re.llilted .1/Veb f>age:(opti()na)) (fl 

The information contained on this website was originally recorded by Iowa 
VIJPA (Works Progress Administration) workers during late 1930's. In 
2006 it was transcribed into a searchable electronic format. 

• Search for additional Iowa WPA Records 

• Learn more aboutWPA History 

• Get answers to frequently asked questions about WPA accuracy. 

• Visit the Iowa Gravestone Photo Project. 

No "Post-em's" have been 
contributed for this record. 

URL: 

URL Title: 

Note: 
(required) 

You have 400 characters remaining. 

(Required) 

Home 1 Friends of IAGenWeb.l Join Our Team 1 Postern-Notes 1 WPA History .I Contact Us .I Admin 

Project Coordinator - Rich Lowe 
Copyright© 2010- IAGenWeb, lowaWPAGraves.com 

This website is hosted and sponsored by ClickStart 
Low Cost Web Site Design 

http://iowawpagraves.org/view.php?id=790527 8/16/2010 




