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/741).1 lf.5o 
;r 

3. Si9nificant events for example: 

A. Business ______________________________________ _ 

B. Civic responsibilities ______________________________ __ 

6. Public Offices 

A. Local _________________________________ __ 

B. State ________________________________________ __ 

. 
C. National ______ ~----------------------------------
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lO.Education _____________________________________________________ __ 
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l to the 39th Congress he was 
ned duty on the Ways and 
nittee, and although the com-

divided and separate duties 
m, Th'ad. Stevens and Kasson 
~abl e, and appropriations was 
w ork. To enumerate the bills 

ISon's charge, or make mention 
the debates in which he too{{ 
art is not possible ·in the short 
llot ted. 

t ~ d and secured an amendment 
;ed Bankrupt Act, sn as to snve 
ltl of ·•,c debtor (as under our 
ari )n ably sustained the 

R.ights bill was ably advocated 
he wo1·ked and voted to pass it 
t's veto. 
man's Bureau was again sus­
his help, until other securities 
i for the f~eedmen. 
~ed Hale's qualtfying amend­
. uffragc bill in the Di8trict of 
endorsed by a full R epublican 

)p posed by every Democrat. 
tent being .defeated, he voted 
re of the Universal Suffrage · 
as passed, and again voted tn 
·obnson's veto, 
a ud voted for Thaddeus Stev­
l ction Committee. 
aml vo!ed for the pflssage of 
.c til•n bill over t.he ve to o f 
ll. . . 

:ed and made a speech in fa­
ratnry act, which pass ~d the 
force the 13th Amendment 
n) , and prohibit the sale of 
k into slavery for fines, as was 
land. 
:ed an d advocated t he pas8age 
~event whipping and other 
1ents of freedmen in Southern 
.i ed by sentence of the courts. 
:ed , had passed through 
ill · .nsfer the control of 
to the War Department, and 
management of Indian tribes. 
1 of the Committee on Weights 

George Rule. 71 

snd Measures, he reported bills which 
passed the House and Senau:e for including 
and legalizing a decimal svlil tem of weights 
and measures, uniform t hroughout the 
United States. The repor t accompanying 
the bill is a document whi ch will take its 
place with that of Thoma s J efferson and 
John Q. Adams on the same subjects. 

In the numerous debate!! in general legis­
lation, more of a business li'han of a political 
character, we find him an active participant 
and a clear, forcible, and inlfl.uential debater. 

In 18~6, a combination of personal aud 
politiCal interests, while Mr. K. was yet 
engaged in his duties at Washington, de· 
feated hiR r e-nomination for a third term, 
after sev.cn ty-eight ballots in the conven­
tion. This r esult gave great dissatisfal!tion 

. to the · frieads of Mr. Kasson, which soon 
kinp.led into a s'pirited division in the party 
-a disgmce in Itself . and oue that should 
not be countenanced by the well wishers of 
;good society. It is hoped that the disaffec­
.tion has now seen its end. 

At the close of his Congressional service, 
in March, 1867, he was solicited by the 
Postmaster General to und ertake the nego­
tiation of definitive pootal treaties with 
various European governments. He sailed 
in April, of that year, on th is mission, and 
negotiated n ew treaties wi th Great Britian, 
Belgium, the Netherlands, Switzerland, 
Itsly, and Germany, thtJS gathenng in the 
fruits of 'his l,a bora in t b<e P ostal Congress 
of 1863, by re&ucing the r ates ol postage to 
about. one-half of the previous tariff. 

During his absence on this duty his 
fellow-citizens of Polk county, nominated 
a.nd elected him to the General Assembly of 
the Stste, and have ever Bince insisted upon 
re-electing him to the same office, whether 
he was at home or absent. 

In 1870 he made an extended tour, em­
bracing southern Europe, Egypt, the Holy 
Land, Syria, Turkey, RDd Greece. It was 
not a mere trip of pleasure, but was made 
profitable in studying t he customs, man­
ners, religion, and systems of government 
of the various nations which he visited, 
besides storing his mind with a better 

knowledge of the wants and developments 
of his race. 

In the summer of 1872 he was called 
upon to become a candidate for Congress, 
and :.ft er a sharp contest with hi!' compet1· 
tors, was nominated by the decisive majori­
ty, in the Congressional convention, of 50 
against 24 votes. · 

Mr. Kasson is not an office seeker. In 
nearly every instance the office has sought 
the man. Twice he was nominated and 
elected to the Legi~lllture, while absent• 
and was nominated f,•r both his terms in 
Congress, while in performance of his duty 
at Washington. · 

Such is a brief record of John A. Kasson. 
Few men of his age have a more brilliant 
one, and few if any, ever held a more 
confideptial place in the hearts of the 
people. In all his relations to society, he 
realizes that he is one of the people, anti 
that their interests are his interests, and in 
their prosp erity alone can be prosper . 
Self made and self reliant,· with his nerve 
f0rce and will power, he Is de~~tined to 
carve a nit.ch still higher in the scroll of 
,fame, as a worthy, well tried, and true 
servant of the people. 

GEORGE RULE. 

STATE BEPRESENTATIVE. 

George Rule is a native of R011eburg, 
Scotland, where he was boro, February 13, 
18211. H e was brought by his parents to 
America in 1836. On their arrival to this 
country, they located in St. Lawrence coun­
ty, ~ew York, where the father engaged at 
bis trade, being a miller, which occupation 
be followed all his life. 

George lived at home during his minority. 
At the age of sixteen he went into the mill 
and acquired a knowled~e ot the trade, 
which he has ever since followed. At the 
age ot twenty years, be had charge of the 
St. John's Market Mills, near London, Can­
ada West. At the age of twenty-one he 
was married to Miss Ellen Columbus, a Ca­
nadian and of French origin, her father 
being a native of France. After spending 

: 

1 

I! 
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a year and a half in Cold water 1tlichigan 
mostly in charge of the Crippin' Coldwate; 
Merchant llfills, he moved to Iowa. This 
was in 1854 ; when the State was compara· 
tively new; the body of its inhabitants be· 
ing contained In the river !!OUntics. For 
six months he worked in Muscatine and 
from thence he engaged in the Pine Creek 
Mills, in :Muscatine county. In 1855 he 
moved to De Witt, in Clinton county, wllere 
he worke 1 in the De Witt Mills for some 
three vears. In 1858 he rented his litther's 
mills at Spring Roek, Cliuton coun ty, which 
he run until the spring of 1863. At this 
time he bon?ht the Alden Mills, in the 
northeast part of Hardin county. In 1864 
he sold to Wrn. Sherard, clearing about 
$4,000 on the investment. The same year 
he bought a smn.ll mill at Big Rock, Scott 
county, wbtch lw rebuilt in 1868, on a larger 
scale. This mill continues in succcssftil op· 
emtion and is doing a busincs~ that pr.omis­
es an ample reward for the investment and 

. tbe toil and care of mana.,.erneut 
In 1869 he tried the e~perimcnt. of rail­

. reading, and met with such encourage ment 
as to induce o. continuance iu tha t line of 

· bnsiness. ll:l 1871 he was elected one of the 
directors of the Davenport and Saint Paul 
Rai!roaJ, and in 1872 was unanimously re­
elected to the . same position. The bonds of 
the road have been sold at eighty cent~ on 
the dollar, showing that confidence ln the 
road and in i ts m>~.nagement, is far alJOve an 
average of new roads. Politically he is an 
uncompromisin.e; radlc:J.l Republican . He 
never consented to hold an office until the 
fall of 1871, when he yielded to an urgen.t re ­
quest and became a candidate f•>r the State 
Legislature, t:J which position he Wll.s elect· 
ed by 474 majority. Althou~eh new in the 
harness, he proved himself to be more of a 
worker than talker; taking the deepest in­
terest in every measure calculated to foster 
the agricultural prosperity of the ::>tate. He 
is one of the warmest friends of A.e;ricul­
tur&l Fairs, and is generally •1p to the spirit 
of th~ a~~:e in all improvements and reforll1B. 

Socially he is a e;ood and reliable member 
of society. He is a speculative Mason llav­
ine; advanced to the Knight Templar'~ De-

gree, where we leave him, believing that in 
all proper places he will prove himself wor­
thy, and well qualified. 

ELISHA T . SMITH. 

STATE SENATOR. 

Elisha T. Smith is of Welsh descent, hi~ 
ancestors having emigrated from that coun­
try to Virginia shortly after the first white 
settlement in that State. His grandfather, 
Thomas Smith, and his father, William 
Smith, were born in Virginia. The family 
left Virginia and emigrated to Ohio when 
that State first began to attract settlers to 
its broad and fertile acres. They selected 
for their locatioc, a spot near Bam eli ville, 
m the county of Belmont, where Elisha T. 
was born . His paternal grandmother was 
of the old St. Clair family, whose name fig. 
urcs conspicuously in American history, and 
who lived to ·be over o~e hundred years old. 

As already stnted, his immediate prede­
cessor was a Vir):(inian by birth, but came 
to Ohio with his parents when quite young. 
His mother was of the Todd family, a name 
to be found · among the early settlers of 
Georgia. His father married in Ohio and 
being engaged in mercantile busines;, the 
youthful occupation of Elisha T. was given 
more to out door and field amusements than 
to anything else. 

Senator E. T. Smith first saw the Jin-ht ot 
the world in May, 1828, and conscque~tly is 
now in the f<>rty-fourth year of his age be· 
ing the eldest in a family of >!everal 'chil­
dren. When about sixteen years of age, his 
father died, leaving the family in somewhat 
straightened cireumstauces-having failed 
in business some time previous to his death. 
It then became the duty of young Smith to 
provide for his widowed mother and his 
younger brothers and sisters who were nna· 
ble to provide for themselves ; to which 
work he applied himself dilligently and in­
dustriously, And had the good fortune to 
meet with admirable succes9. 

It will be seen that his means for receiv­
ing an education during the early portiOn of 
his life was rather limited, but having a. 
thirst for knowledge, at the age of twenty-

John Patterson w~ 

one, succeeded in being admitted as a stu- chiefly lm 
dent in Mt. Pleasant College, Jefferson 
county, Ohio, being obliged to sell a horse 
that his father had given biro as a present, 
when a colt, in order to defray the expenses 

..tion of c< 
Burlingto 
which hE 

of his tuition . 
In December, 1849, he married Miss Lydia 

Clendennon, in Barnesville, Belmont conn· 
ty Ohio and as a result of this marriage, 
h~s now' five children, all daughters. 

tract. 
Official 

public !if 
the PhilE 
ported tl 
As a fur 
the peop 
a popula 
Senatori 
of Taylc 

Following the Star of Empire westward, 
he emigrated to Iowa, in April, 1853, and 
settled upon a farm in Warren count.y. 
Here he met with a great misfortune, hav­
ing been completely burned out in the win· sent the 
ter of 1854-5, but being possessed with that the 14th 
true courage so requisite to contend against Iowa, fo 
the ups and downs of western life, he imme- ing on t 
diatelv set to work a.nd replaced the home Mr. s 
he had lost by the fire. In the spring of feet twc 
1857, be changed his location by moving to 
Taylor county, where he opened a new 
farm on which he had erected a very fine 
hous~. Just as he had his farm all fenced 
and e~erything fixed up to make' life com· 
fortable, again he was pursued and over-
taken by the fiery demon and once more all 
his worldly goods perished in the flames. 
By persevemuce, good management, and 
industry he again succeeded in overcoming 
this great misfortune, and during the war, 
although not in the army, had so far recov­
ered from his loss as to donate largely, in 
money and goods, for the benefit of the 
needy wives and mothers whose sons and 
huabands were fighting for the glory of our 
!lag, the houor of our country and the per­

one bu· 
sandy < 
and gr• 
cal sket 

J.P. 
ton, C 
was b 
young 
the a~ 
father 
count. 
for siJ 
bull c 

petuation of the Union. 
.A.ll.hongb a southerner by birth and par· minoJ 

entage, Sen&tor Smith ha& always been a cleari 
\borough and atea.dfast republican in politics, in IDll 

and strong In the principles of anti-slavery. with 
In 181i8 he was elected clerk of the District eduel 
Ooort of Tllvlor county, which position he schoc 
held for twelve consecutive years, having in 81 

been elected to the position alx time& in sue- 1848 
eesalon. In 1870 he l'!ltablished the Taylor H8r!l 
County Bank, of which he is now Presi· Pen1 
dent. In all enterprises for the public good dent 
be h&a always took a.n acti'l'e part, &nd waa beer 
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798 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES: 

June 30, 1807, in York Co., Me.; in 1822, moved with parents J h 
Sarah Randall, to Penob1Jcot Co.; while there, followed farming and' lu 

0 
bn . and 

in the fall of 1838, emigrated to Iowa, locatincr ,in Montpelier Tm enhn~ ; 
M . C A . 'd h . h' l'fi o owns 'P uscatme o. n JnCl ent ere m IS I e, never to be for"'otten. occurr d h' 
5.th of June, 18~!; while he w~ ab~ent froi? hom~ his vicinity wa~ visited\ 

0

~ :e ~. 
, rtble cycl.o~e, .wh1c~ de.stroye~ hts residence With all Its contents, killing his motter an~ 
severely lDJUring h1s Wife, ch1ldren and brother. In the spring of 1.847 he mo d · 
J"iberty Township, of this county, and in 1851, came on to his present farm· ~ '?t~ 
Miss Almira Tourtellotte, July 6, 1828; she was born May. 27. 1812 in M~ine. a~ne 
four children living-Eliza J., George W., Richard H., Jr., and' Ephraim i av~ 
loRt eight-Sarah, Esther, John, Henry C., James, Thomas; Elmira and Eliz~b=~h 
Mr. R:· .now ~wnf1 forty acres of lan~ of t~e value of $2,500.; he makes a special tv of 
bee-ra1smg; IS a member of the Umversahst Church; Republican. Richard· H j 
was born September 22, 1848; in Clinton Co., Iowa; while .in attendance at Rch ., 1 ~·' 
Galesburg, Ill., he enlisted, January 29, 1865, in Co. F, of. the 148th Ill. rn/.

0
' ln 

· mustered out in September, 1865; on his return, went to Fort Dod ere and com~' wa; 
learning the blacksmith trade; in the spring of 1873, opened a~ shop at Po ence. 
f'nlhoun Co., Iowa, and in 1874, moved to Coon Rapids; in, January 1876 ope:~oy, 
his present shop in Big Rock .. Marrie.d Harriet ~· Merritt, Septembe; 21, 187~~ 
she was born August 31. 1851, m l\Iedma Co., Ohto; have three children-Pearl E 
Richard H .. and Manly B. Republican . . ., 

. GEORGE RIEDESEL, farmer, Sec .. 10 ; P. 0. Wh~~tland; owns 200 
acres of land, yalued at $55 per acre; so~ of Ludwig and Flora Rie.desel; born J ann. 
ary 12, 1825, m Germany. In 1845, ~migrated to. Craw~ot;d . Co. , Ohio ; in 1850, came 
to Iowa, and entered the land upon whJCh he now hves; m the sprini!: of 1870 moved 
hi~ family fi:om Ohio, and located on his farm. Married Miss Elizabeth Gerhardt i 
February. 1860; she was born in Crawford Co., Ohio, in 1834; have six childr~: 
living-Mary J., Anna M .. Elizabeth S., Louisa L., John E., Louis ,T. ; lost one, John 
F. Members of German Reformed Church. · · 

.JOHN RIEDESEIJ, farmer , Sec. 3; P. 0. Wheatland; owns 160 acres 
of land, valued at $50 per acre, son of Ludwig and Flora Riedesel; born March 31 
1829, in G:ermany; in 1845, emig~ated wit~ parents to Crawford Co., Ohio ; in 1853: 
came to Clmton Co., Iowa, and entered his land from Government, ~fter whieh 'he 
returned to Ohio. remaining till the spring of 1857, when he returned to Iowa. Married 
MisR Elizabetl1 Knoche, July 7, 1869,; she was born in Germany, in 1839 · have si:~t 
children-Diana. Ferdinand, Emma, Kate, Ann and an infant son not nam~d. Mem-
ber of the Germnn Reformed Church; Democrat. · 

DALT.-AS D. RORICK,, attorney at. law, Not~ry Public, collecting agent, 
et~.; P. 0. Wheatland; son of Cornelius and Juha (nee K1mball) Rorick; born June 
lR, 1846, in Franklin Co., Ohio; in 1854, his parents moved to Henry Co., Ind.; in 
the sprin!! of 1859. emigrated to Jones Co., Iowa; in the &ummer of 1864, engaged in 
the employ of his brother. G. H. Rorick, a merchant of Louden, Iowa, which he con­
tinued most of the time till 1867, when he moved to Toronto, engaging firf!t at carpen­
ter and joiner work, and subsequently at railroad bridge:building, after which he 
engaged in the grain business; in 1874, commenced the study of law, and was admit­
ted to the bar in 1878; removed from Toronto to this place a few w~eks ago. Married 
Miss Mattie J. Hammond Feb. 17, 1865; she was born in December, 1846, in Dela­
ware Co., Ohio. Mr. R. has served as Justice of the Peace at Toronto, and other 
offices; is at present Notary Public; Democrat. 

WM. D. L. RULE, farmer, Sec. 31 ; P. 0. Big Rock, Scott Co.; owns 240 
acres of land, valued at $40 per acre; born Feb. 26, 1811, in Rox:burysbire, Scotland; 
in 1834, emigratld to the United States, locating in St. Lawrence Co., N. Y.; waji 
engaged in the milling business there and in Canada till 1852, when be came to 
La. Grange Co., Ind., engaging- in the same business; in the summer of 1854, came to 
Clinton Co., and, the following year, built. the Granite Mills, below Big Rock, which he 
owned till 1 !)65, when he moved to De Witt, where he remained till the fi!,ll of 1878, 
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t.t-­
whcn he carne to where he now lives. ::\Iarried J\liss Jane \Vood , of Scotland, in 11:'> :(.!.; 
slw died at De Witt. l\Iay 3, 187 .J.. He again man icd l\J rs. H hod a lin.- ki~.s 1 nee 
p,,rr), 8ept. +, 187S; haYe three (:hilclrcn li\·ing-George, William D. L., Jr .. allll ,J l' n-
nettt•; lost one son-John. :\I ember l're~bytcrian Church; RqJtluli c·;tn. 

.JOHN H. SCHNEIOER, f\mncr, Sec. 20 ; ·p, 0 . Whentbnd ; own~ 1~~ 
acres ,f lallll, valL1cd at $+0 per al'rc; son C>f John G. and LouiHa F. SL,htlli..ler; born 
,Jan . t:, 1S-t:·l, in Prm·~ia , Oerma11y; iu 18~8. parc·nts ~llligratetl (I) C'rawJ[,rd ('o ., Uhi.,, 
aml, in t-he Epring (•f 1 85~, came to Clintnn Co. and loeat eu upon the land np1J11 >Yhil'h 
he i~ nnw living. his father having diell SL•pt. 13, 1 Sti1; nwther still li\·i n!,!: \Yi r h hiw. 
l\laniu l Catharine K eller, ~ov. 30, 1RCt\; Fhe was burn 8c·pt. ~:cl , 18-t:; , in 1'nl,.sia, 
G<·rmany ; have four chilllrcn-Anna, J osct•h, Eu,il and Rudolph; lust unc ~ull-
Edw,ud . ~I emh(:l' German Hcfonn cd Church; Dellll>tn1t. 

l\'ILJ.,JA:.U Sl<~lUPJ<~R, fimnrr; P. U. Calamus; owns -t?i5 ac-re.-. of land, 
,.,,]ucd at $~5 per acre; hum Dc•c. 'i. )S~ti , in Linculn ~ hirc', En~hlnLl. In the ~rning 
of J :-i;}]. he c·mi:.:ratl'cl tu rhe Vni!l-d ;:'tate·;; , :-tO] •pin:.:· i11 the vicir,iry uf f'l'hencl'tucly, 
.:\. r. [n IS;);;, he l'l\UIC t<l H<Jck Island Cu., l il.; was thc·re (•n.c:·a;::l'cl in l'llTIIJillg the 
ferry at Halll pt•-n , abuYC :\fuline, unc yc<~r, and as E'll!-'inecr in a stc:cm ~a•\·-n ;i ll fi .r three 
ypars . In ]:-;,j .J, c·na"' t• ut and J•nrcJw,eu a pnrt of hi,. presl'nt !arm: in thf' >r·ring ,.f 
1 ~;) 7, Ill·,, • ·cl \'lito hio pn·scn t fiu·nJ. nud had );cen herc: a bon t t h l'l'C' '\\<.'t ·k "' \\ h !'n n .\] r. 
Munnw \YnrTen \Y ~;; lmn~ Lv what Wl'l'f' known a;; th <' Re!.!:uJat,_,r~. wit I 1m ]t;llf' a lllilc r>f 
his hur;~e, titi:; \\'arn·n< ho'u,:c· h a riu~ lw, n a harh•riiJ:C-·i,la<'l' f,r 1"""'-' · t!Ji~..-,.,, euun­
trrt; ir('J'~, de. :'llarriccl :\Ji,•s .Jnhana f1 c· haibl P :\n~·. ]li , 1 85~; she '\'"' born in (;;·r­
m~ny March 11 , 1~~S . her pare-nts cnllling to tlw Fr.ited States th e· :;awe year,' ' ")'­
pill;.: fit'H in :\brybnd. aud rwxt in \\· e-tmor•·land c, .. Pt•nn. , and Jn:,•Jy iu ll••t:k J,\,llld 
Cc, .. 111. ; ha\'e ~ix t·ltildrcn \j, in~-C'lwr]c ,ttc: C .. ll l'nri etta. Gc : pr~t.' \\' ., Har \'l'Y .J .. 
Ida K ;\lid l'hcdura E.; lt·:;t (\\ . ., _ _:_,llarb:ua J. and H;~rrid . Hq.ul,lican. . • ' 

.li~SSJ.<j STINt~. ;!(t,Jlll'\' at Ian· · am] l' ll ll!'t'!iun a:.:cnt. 1\' lwa:Lud, f'Pil uf 
0l ic ·l:;u·l <lll•l ffannah ;-;til" :: bc•nl··:-\pril -L 1,..;~5. in \\' ;;yn(',_l;lll'~ . Ur:·c:ll\! C: •. p, 1111. ; 
in 1.~~~, •·wi~ratt•cl with hi,; pnrctlt;.; to .\lc>nrr•C' C11 ., Uhitl , wlwre hi,; ]y.yhc>"d ;cncl 
yc•urhf'n l chy,; were .spc:nt; in the >'f'lil'i! r•f 1l:i -l (j, lw \YI:nt to Bol i\'ar, :\li:',; .. ami in 
l·'< ·f•l'll:li'l' , i:-\-t7. W<:llt t<> ~l'\\' Orlc·<cn:<: in .Jurw. c; f the: 'an1e \'<:ar. ca!lli ' t11 this c·<•llllf\', 

]c ,cating"at Ton•ntiJ. ln tlw Etl l ., f 18+7 , c<•llllllf'llt·c·tln•aLlin;,; ·law nnrl··r tl•'-' in.-5\ ruc:ti<;·n 
,,f" .\Jr. E. Crahnrn . .,f n._, \\'itt : .was aLlmittcecl ((I the bar in 1:-:o:i l ; in th e ~p ri n~ of 
I ~ t;:!, lll ll(• \·c t! to \\'h·atbncL 11·hovt.' h" .- till re;;i<.lc·~. J\bnied Jli;os l'hr,.hc' :-:lll'i\·rr 
~lard; J ~), 1:-\f;.J; ,<hl' \\'a~ ln•rn .\lay :L lS;):! in :\J.,rg·;m Co. , Ol1io ; lu-;t time ch il ­
dr\'!1-~:ii;~;.; \\' .. L (tYica P. icnd an infant twt. rwmed. 1\Ir. Stine !J:,,. filled oe\'cral 
(.]fi, iill )'' '"irion; in his town .-h ip , :utd has al;.; n bt•!'n r•n th e Board of Supcn ·i,;o rs t\'\' u 
y~ar~. an<! i,;; at Jll' t•scnt att .. rney f(lr the town: is ;Ilsc• a mr·mher nf' l';er!'d .tt [•.a , .\fo. 1 :-i-~ , 
A , F. & ,\. :'11.; lt<Tul>lic·;Jn. 

.JOHN §. STO\l'RS, ·attorney at law :1r:d l'llll\' <J<trH·rr, \ Yhcadand; '"n 
(,f S;;nmc·l am! Pati •· tH:c ',lH:c· l'bimH·y J :-:t .. wrs; IJ.,rn )l ay l cL lf':! :{, in \\' a,. I<in~t"u 
City , l>. C.; ],j, moth.Lr was a tca('hL·r pj' ,ekct od1"o!~ th('re, auJ hifJ fi1thoc· w;u: Sll]H'I'-

intl'mknt of a t'tau:c line runnin" betwl.'cn \\'a>hin:.:tc •l! City and Florida; wh, 11 it bout 7 
years ulcl, Wl'llt t;· Florida , and ~'Pl'llt twu years v\,.itin)!: w·ith rclatins ; -was a frequent 
ri.- ir ,,r iu tLe hnlb c.f Curlt-rcs,;; quite famili;ll' with the f>tc es <,f mr. ny of the J•l'nmitiCJct 
~tatl'>-llll' n of that day. h 183::l, cume with his r•arents to Jdfemm Co .. .N.Y.; ih 
I.~:;t i. tllllll' to Chi~a .l!u, theu a small f (• Wn w·ith nnl,Y five st ores; he L· nt-agcrl as a elcrk 
in 1111e uf them , f<>r .;\] cssrs. Ilall & Lewis. In l t-<37, went to Eli!in to clerk for his 
father. \rhu hac! g-one there in 18::lti and opened the first store of that tow n. In 11-o:-:s, 
n ·tnrurd to ~c-w Y nrk; went to i\cwport, R. I. , and att, nd<·d <chool tl~t · re; in lf-':3!.1, 
w .. nt with his broth t· r-in-law , S. G. Dodge, attorney, io Goun:nrur, ;:.;, Y., ~1!11 eulu-
mc·rH·•·rl the study nflaw under him, anu, in 18-J.IJ , c-ame to Terre Haute, Ind.; f,,Jl,,wcJ 
fill'u ,i ll .~- a short time, when h e af!ain reou nHd the study of law under Gov. \\'hit-
C'<•rulJ, uf Indiana , and was admit ted to the Larin 18-til. ln 18-l.J., tl<llJe to Da venp• rt, 
lc•wa, and wa~ admitted tot he bar thoc; ~q. t. 11 , 18-t.J.. <·r:nJe to De \\'itt , 1 f tl1is 
cwnt y, fir,t commencing the r·ractiu of lr.w i hc n ·. aul teaching: ~ch,ol in tbc winter. 
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BIUGR A PHIGAL HliiTOR Y UF 

I 
widow aud t\\·o children. John, unmarried , Willian! II . Hnle was l.Jorn in Canada, .lSo-
died :ott the old home . .Mary Agnc;;, wife of ; Ye ml!cr c. 1ts 5L His fatller, George ntde, 
Dr. Beatty, (lied in Dow City, Iowa. was bom in S<'otland in 182U, sun of William 

Andrew Bell was reared on a farm, ami for ; anJ Jean (\V ood) Hule, huth native:; of Scot­
a nnmber of years was in the railroad employ. ' land, and \\·as s ix year~ old whpn the family 

H e " ·a,; foreman of a fence gang for a time. I cam e to thi ~ conntry and ;:ettled in St. Lair­
For five years he was ~ection foreman of the i r enee co tmty. ::\e\\·l·o rk. Bo th ·will iam aud 

N orth\\·estern railroad, a portion of tha t time hi :; Eo n Georgt> were miller.:; l•y tr<-tde. In 
li1·ing at Council Bluff;;. H e was foreman 183 4 tlw Hule=- came \\' (',; t a nd :;ett led 111 

on the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul road ('linton county, I owa, be ing anHmg the early 
ten years. During his rail road ex peri P.nce he pionee r;; uf the con nty. Grand fat h er 1: ule 
HeYer los t more than three weeks' time. In had ex tt:> nsi1·e milling inte rest s there for many 
HHJl he settled on hi :; presen t farm, which is . years. He li ved to be cighty-oile years old 
well it11proved and kep t in good order. Hi s 

1 
aud dieu irr Clinton cuunty . Grawlm(Jther 

cottage hom e i;; 14 x 30 feet, with a kitchen , nule pa~~ed away a t the ag e of se_nmty-:;ix. 
8 x 20 feet. It i t nicely lucated antl ~ ur - Both we i·t· wonhy meml.Jers of tlie t're,;Ly­
rounded hy a grove and orehard of two acres; terian C h 11 rc ~~- They h ad · funr children: 

is con,·ieniently near sdwol and the town of ( ~eo rge. J' ~ h t t , Willialll a nd Jeancttt:·. 1rite of · 

Bell. Captain H all. 
i 

Mr . Bdl was married in this county in 
1883, to Christena Glncksteadt, a native of 
Gennauy. Hel' fath er, Peter G ln cksteadt, 
came to Crawford county in 1881, is fore man 
on th e section force of the C hicago, )IihYan­

kee & St. Paul railroad, at Aspinwall, l o\\a . 
}.lr. and :Mrs. Bell ha ve two children: H enry 

and Andre" · Beatty. 
:Mr. Bell is frank and jovial with all and is 

well known as a ·,;,an of strict integrity . Po ­

litical! y, he affiliat es 11·i th the D elllocratic 

party. 

ILLIA)1 H. RULE, who resides m 

Paradise township, C rawford co nnty, 
his po;;t office address be ing Dell , is i 

one of the well-known and influential men of ' 

George Hnle wa.o also exten,.;iwly e11gaged 
in milling in Clinton co nnty. He was a 
lead ing puliti ciau tlt ere , a nd wa;; ieeted to the 
StatE' Legislature of the Fomteenth General 
As~emhly . Ht• wa::' one of the m o,.;t ar,tive 
11·orker:; in securing the ri ,dr t of railroad,.; in 
tlw Ctl tlllt\' . .\t une tilllt· he 11·as a railroad 
diredor. In 181() he came to l> t• W Ci ty and 
uunght an interest in the gri st mill of D o11· & 
Gran's, and remodeled a nd retitted tlt e sa me. 
lit• did a largt> lJn~ines:,; in it fot· sonte yl'ars. 
In 181D he ~e ttled nn a farm, \\·here he died 
Seph•Jn ber 18, 1 g92. B p wati mar ri ed in 
Canad a tu ::\Ii ~s Ellen A . Culnllll•ns, a tlaugh­
ter of W illiam Colnmlms who was detiCelldecl 

frttm the di6COYN of on r country . Her mother , 
n ee Xancy ~cCarty, was born in Ireland and 
reared and edncated in Caua<la. Her paren ts 

both di ed in Canada. They had a family of 
two ~on s, Isaac and James; an:l four daugh­
ter;;, Ellen ~I. . ::\lartha, Anna and Eli::;alJeth. 

his community. As a represeutatiYe c itize n 

and fanner of the township be is entitled to 
some personal mention in thi ;; work , au(l it i;; 

with pleas ure we present th e following sketch 

of hi s life : 

' George Hnle and hi :> wife ha,-e ha(l nine chil­

tlr en, eight of whom are li\·ing, 1·iz. : William 
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CRAWFORD, ID.-1 AND SAC COUNTiES. 

I 

H ., whose name appears at the hea(l of this : Parsom:, of Clinton county, Iowa. Sh" diect 

artide; . .:\.gnes J. Godlhrd, of Dow City; I in that county. ~h. and Mrs. Rule !Ja>e ;; ix 
John E., of Arizon<t; (Teorge U. , who is in a I children, vix.·: George Clark, horn at Silver 

commiss ion h ouse in Omaha; Thomas J., at Creek Mills , Clinton connty, Iowa, Decem-. 
home; Ellen M., at horne; Andrew L. , of her 19, 1878; James Garfield, at Dow City, 
Charter Oak, I o wa; Lincoln A., a conductor Xm·ember 28,1880; Emma Jeannette, at Dow 

on the Xorthwestern railroad. George Hnle City, September 23, 1882 ; "William H., at 
is a member of tl~e Mawnic fraternity. Dow City, August 20, 188-i; Fred Andrew,_ 

William H. Rule, like his father and grand- at Dunlap Mills, Dunlap, Iowa, December 5, 
father uefore him, leamed the trade of a nnll - : 18SG; and Thomas \Vintbrop,, at Petersbnrg,_ 
er in his yonth He rece i\·ed a good ednca- Illinoi s, March 26, 1801. 
tion , and was tor a time s n cces~fully engageJ .Mr. Rule affiliates with the Repnblican 
in teaching. Pre,·ious to hi s coming to C raw- party, and is now seJTing as Township Clerk._ 
ford county, in 187\J, he \Yas engaged in mill- Socially, he is a member of the 1Iodern 
ing in Clinton co unty. After loca ting here ·woodmen. He and his wife are members 
he clerked a\\·hile for L. E. Hardy, of Dow of the Presbyterian Church. 

City. He th en ran the Dunlap :Jiills for four 
years and a half. after which he was book- ----../l./2/20-;/f---?;2/~ 
keeper in the Eagle Mills at Petersburg, Illi -

nois, one year. Returning to this county at , OX. E. B. BAIRD, one of the prom-
the end of tha t time, he settled on his present I inent citizens of Ida county, Iowa, was 
farm of 120 arres of fine land in Paradise born in Onundaga county, New York, 

township. Tlli .s was in 1892. His two-story I ~ovembe.r 6, 1837. Hi s fath er, Andrew W. 
residen ce is 20 x 36 feet in tlimen~ions, antl is , Baird, was hom in Schoharie county, New 
located on a natu ral building site. Hi s barn, J York. son of .Andrew Baird, a native of Scot­
crius, fences. etc., are all in good order and I land. His moth er, whose m aiden name was 

indicate the O\\'ner to be a thrifty antl pros- / H~rriet r:rau\h ~ll, was horn in Onondaga 
perons fa t·mer. 1 county, JSew l ork, daughter of Edmund 

Mr. llule was rnanied· at Big Rock, Iowa, 1 BramhalL a descend ant of English ancestry. 
X o\·em ber 29, 18 77, to H elen Bate.s, a nati \·e ! Slte died whe n the subj ect of our sketch was 
of Hampshire county, .Ma~sachuse tts . and a fonr years old , leavi ng t\\~O children E. , B. and 
lady of cnltnre an d refi nement, \rho, pre.vious C harles. Th e la tter is now a resident of Syra­
to her marriage, was ,< ncces~ fnll y engaged ~n , rn ;;e, X ew York. .After her death the father 
teaching. H e r father, C lark Bates, \~CaS horn ,

1

. married her s ister, J ane Bramhall, and they 

in the same county, son of Henry Bates , a h ad one child, \Villard . The father died in 
me mber of a prq minent family of Ma,sach u- • Onondaga county, X ew York, at the age of 
sett:;. Her mother, nee Lucy Bre\\·ster, also I t;e\·enty .five years. He was a f::.rmer and 
a native of Mll.ssaellll se tts, was a clauO'hter of ' blacksmith by occupation, in politics a Demo­

Honor.abl~ E. H. Bre .rster and S~phrona crat , and in religion a Baptis t. 
(Kingnan) Brewster . :}frs. Rule's fath er died E . B. Baird was r eared on a farm and re­

when she wa,; se\·en years old, and her I cei\·ed his education in the common schools 
lllother was subse<pl en tly married to F. J . I and in the ·Monroe Collegiate. Institute in 

28 

' ; 
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extensive milling interests there for many 
years. He lived to be 81 years old and died in 
Clinton County, Grandmother Rule psssed 
away at the age of 76. Both were members of 
t.he Presbyterian Church. They had four 

Udren: George, John, William, and Jean­
, re, the wife of Captain William Hall. 
George Rule wss also engaged in milling in 

Clinton County. He wss elected to the State 
Legislature of the Fourteenth General As­
sembly. He wss very active in securing the 
rights of railroads in the county. At one time 
he wss a railroad director. In 1876, he came 
to Dow City and bought an interest in the 
gristmill of Dow and Graves, remodeled and 
refitted the same. 

In 1879 George settled on a farm where he 
died September 18, 1892. He was married to 
Ellen A. Columbus in Canada, a daughter of 
William Columbus, who wss descended from 
the discoverer of our country. Her mother, 
Nancy McCarty, was born in Ireland and 
reared)Uld educated in Canada. William and 
Nancy Columbus had a family of two sons 
and ·four daughters: James, Isaac, Ellen A., 
Martha, Ann, and Elizabeth. 

George Rule and his wife, who were my 
grandparents, had nine children: William H. 
(my father), Agnes Goddard, Jolln, George 
C., Thomss, Ellen, Andrew, and Lincoln. 

William H., like his father and grandfatlier 
before him, learned the trade of a miller in . 
his youth. He received a good education and 
for ' a time wss successfully engaged in 
teaching. He was born in Canada on Novem­
ber 8, 1851. The Rules came to the United 
States when William H. wss two years old, 
coming first to Michigan and later to Clinton 
· 'lunty where they joined other Rules who 
.id settled there in 1854. 
On November 28, 1877, William H. married 

Helen Brewster Bates at Big Rock, Iowa. She 
wss a native of Hampshire County, Msssa­
chusetts. After her father's death, her mother 
married Frank Parsons. Helen wss seven at 
the time of her father's death. Her education 
wss in the Clinton County schools. She 
became a teacher in the rural school there. 
Her mother, Lucy Brewster was a native of 
Massachusetts and was the daughter of the 
Hon. E.H. Brewster and Sophronia 
(Kingman) Brewster, she wss a direct descen­
dant of Elder Brewster of the Plymouth Rock 
Massachusetts settlers. Helen's mother 
passed away when Helen wss nine years of 
age. 

William H., his wife, and young son arrived 
in Dow City in 1879. When he first came, he 
worked as a clerk in L.E. Hardy's General 
Store; the payment being $25. a month. Later 
he became a rural school teacher for a few 
years, then returned to his millers' trade. He 
ran a mill at Dunlap, Iowa for four years and 
was also a miller at Charter Oak and Arion 
and was bookkeeper for Eagle Mills at 
Petersburg, Illinois. When he returned to 
Crawford County, he and his family moved 
on to his farm north of Dow City. For a time, 
he was a mail carrienmt of Dow City. In bad 
weather, he often finished his route on foot. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rule had nine children: 
'";eorge, Garfield, Jeanette, Mrs. George M. 
.'alcott; Howard, Fred, Thomas, who passed 

away at age three; Raymond, Vernon, and 
Helen, Mrs. Lester Cue of Dow City. Of the 
nine children, Helen is the only one still 

· living. Mrs. Rule passed away September 25, 
1938; Mr. Rule on August 10, 1941 at the age 
of 89 years, nine months, and two days. 

S14 

Helen married Lester G. Cue on October 
8, 1919. To this union was born twin sons, 
Keith L. and Kenneth F.; Glenn B., Marion 
H., Mrs. Robert Gibson; Fern B., Mrs. Jensen 
of Corvallis, Oregon; and Richard D. The 
Cues have lived in Dow City since 1921. For 
several years they were in the trucking 
business, selling out in 1949. Mr. Cue drove 
a gravel truck for two years for Weed and 
Wright, then drove a school bus for the Dow 
City School until he retired in 1963. 

Lester passed away June 16, 1985 at the age 
of 88 years, five months, and 25 days. 

Their children were all born and raised at 
Dow City and received their education in the 
Dow City School. Keith, Kenneth, and Glenn 
all worked for the Illinois Central Railroad 
but are now retired. Keith and wife, Elaine, 
live at Osage, Iowa; Kenneth and wife, 
Olivine, live at Fort Dodge, Iowa; and Glenn 
and wife, Marie, live at Webster City, Iowa. 
Marion H. Gibson is the City Clerk; Fern Cue 
Jensen, school nurse for the Corvallis School 
System; Richard and wife, Sharon, live on 
their farm northwest of Dow City. He also 
works for Crawford County. 

by Helen Cue 

RYAN, .1~HOMAS 
F514 

Thomas Ryan, first citizen of Vail, Iowa. 

In 1852, Thomas Ryan came from Tipper­
ary, Ireland to the United States and became 
the first citizen of Vail, Iowa in 1867 in the 
employment of t he Northwestern Railroad. 
He had charge of the section in this area and 
lived in the section house built at the place 
where it was hoped by the railroad to build 
a town. It was given the name of "Vail" in 
honor of a Northwestern Railroad official. 
The only house in Vail wss the one Thomas 
Ryand and his family lived in. He helped the 
surveyors lay out the town of Vail. 

He had eight children and lost his wife, 
Marget (Reynolds) Ryan, during childbirth 

in 1885. After the loss of his mother, Thoma.. 
son, John Ryan, 1884-1951, wss raised by his 
aunt, Mrs. Martin Dugan. The other chil­
dren, all decessed, were: Mary, Mrs. Dennis 
O'Leary; Katherine, Mrs. Anthony Ruddy; 
Martin; Margaret, Mrs. Jim Larkins; Thom­
as, Emma, Mrs. Tom Sheridan; and Julia. 

John Ryan married Agnes Kral whose 
parents, Joe and Katherine Kral were early 
settlers in Milford Township. Agnes contin­
ued to live alone in Vail after the death of her 
husband until she wss 93 years old. Since that 
time she has been a resident at the St. 
Anthony's Nursing Home in Carroll, Iowa 
and celebrated her 104th birthday on No­
vember 3, 1985. She died on March 18, 1986. 

John and Agnes Ryan had four children. A 
son Anthony died in infancy. Francis (Char­
ley)1911-1957, married Rhea Fritz who still 
resides in Vail. They had seven children: 
Patricia, Mrs. Robert Loew; Kathleen, Mrs. 
William Kenelly; Martin; Carol, Mrs. Dick 
Smith; Kevin; John; and Joe: 

Fabian Ryan 1913-1976 married Anita 
Harrington .and they had four children: 
Diane, Mrs. Dan Crosse; Denise, Mrs. Don 
Odendiilil; Michael Ryan; and Tim Ryan. 

Clare Ryan married Thomss Fahey and 
they have five children: Mary Ann, Mrs. 
Michael Keegan; Michael; John; Margaret, 
Mrs. Stephen Fox; and Theresa, Mrs. Brad 
Burger. . 

. Tho~nas Ryan of this review r~married in 
1891. His second wife wss Mary McLaughlin. 
He preceded her in death; both are buried in 
St. Ann's Cemetery in Vail, Iowa. 

Thomss Ryan was a large; powerful m8.n 
and prided himself that he could lift a barrel 
of salt. He wss genial and erect with hardly 
a wrinkle on his face . 

by Clare Fahey 

SAGGAU, HUGO 
F515 

Mr. Hugo Saggau. 
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DEAR !:::IR: 

It has been the cu::;tom of each Huuse, at. the c:ommencement of every session of the 

Gcneral.A-;::;emuly, to cau~c to be prep:t re:laur.l p ubli~hetl, a taule, sho·.~· ing ccrbtin sttttist.ic:; in conrH•c­

tion with the names of the member:; therC'of. This is usuully !.l one in much haste, h ence is freqnen tly 

incorrect ; especially in the Ol'thogrnphy bf nnu1es. In order to pn·\'<'nt error:; CJf th is kind, :and to 

hn.ve the table in print at the commencementofthcsc·s.~ ion , I transmit yo u tltist:it'Cll lar, with a n••tuest 

that you will fill up t he blanks fou nd below, nnd r<·htrn to th is oft1cc ns soon as pructiea l. You will 

pl eas~ give the first name in full , aiHl write plai nly. ~ 

~ / . 

~YumP .... ......... ...... /. ···-~- -~'"jpT~ ... .. . ·V~ ... uJ, . .. ... .. ............. . 
. 'r . . -~ \..... -7"" . ~ I 

P I ' 1 ·ll . .. ~ ,• -" . ,. !. / ., 7 /I. /'I - ~~~L 
• J, ".I ( f('.,~ .............. ....... . .. ,. .. ... ~, .. .... .. - ............. , ,-4/.f ....... --.. ... -. .. . .. . ............ .. 

Cormty ........ ....... .. .............. -:.~~: .. · .. .. • ....... : .. ~ .l .. :?, .... -.""-~ .... .. ..... .. ........ ..... .. 
. /_ . ......., ~ .•, . 

0 . / . / . ccupal tan .... .......... ... ... : . .. . .. ... ·, .. .. . .. , .... _.i.~i'-' . .. • ; . ... ·' .••• , .. ; ..................... . ........ ..... .... .. .. .. 
t 0 . 

1\"atit'ity ..... . . ......... ................. . .. <1 .. · ... :.~, .. :t:--::.~ .. ........ /. .. .... . ................... . ... ....... . ...... .. 
,.,..~ , 

.Jfm'l'ied Ol' . ~·ingle ......... ... ....... .. ... ..... ~ ..... . ~:-: .... .. .. ............. . .. 

/~ 
R {' . . I ~ - /\ 

e lg<on ............... .. ........ .. ..................... .. .. ......... ... ..... :: ...... -., .. ..... .. .... ,;_.: ..... .. .......... . 

lf in the Sen ice; n •giment oll(/ ?'(.l/1/.: .. ..... ..... .... , ..... .... ........ .. ...................................... .. 

:Y«W's in Io wa ........................ .......... : ..... ....... ......... .............. ... ... : ............ .... ........... ... .. 
/ .J-, /-/ . 

Age .. .................... ... .. ...... ... .... ................ .. ...... .. .. ... (.. ... . ..... ... ... ....... ........ ........... .... .. 
~ ' 
/ (} . r )if=-~ 

Height .......................... ... .. ....... ~ .. : ................... .... ... ... .......... .. ... ....... ... ............... .. 

1 scnll la .. rewith a copy of the mlc; nf la~t St·~ -~iun of th e GetH'ral A'HL·Inhly, in \\hich you wil l svc 
the tahle nlHJ\'(• n·f('rred to. 

Your" tmly, 
ED \\'HIGHT, 

f E('tli':T.\1,\' OF I'T.I1'E, 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for George Rule in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-BOQ-ANCESTRY 

(£:. 1997·2010 Ancestry.com 

Name: GeoRule 

Birth Year: abt1829 

Birth Place: Scotland 

Gender: Male 

Matital Status: Married 

Census Date: 1856 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: Clinton 

Locality: DeWitt 

Roll: IA_ 51 

Line: 32 

Family Number: 114 

Neighbors: View others on Qagc 

Household Name Age 

Members: Geo Rule 27 

Mrs. Rule 27 

Wm Rule 4 

AgnesJ Rule 3 

John Rule 

Source Infonnation: 
Ancestry.com.lowa State Census Collection, 1836-J925 {database on-line]. Provo. UT, USA: 
Anccstry.com Operations Inc. 2007. 
Original data: Microfilm of Iow11 State Censuses, 1856, t88s. t89s. 1905, 1915. 1925 as well \'arions 
special censuses from 1836-1897 obtained from the Stnte Historical Society of Iowa via Heritage 
Quest. 

Description: 
This database contains Iowa state censuses for the following years: 1856, t88s , 189.5, 1905, 1915, 
and 1925. It also includes some head of household censuses and other speci~J censuses from 1836· 
1897. Information available for an individual will vary according to the census year anrl the 
information requested on the census form. Some of the inform~tion contained in this dat<'lbase 
though includes: name. age. gender. race. birthpl~ce. m<~rital status, <1nd place of enumeration. 
l!'ru:!!.ill.QI!;:'-'--'--' 

Ancestry.com Slog Affiliates Advertismg 

Corporate Information PRIVACY POlleY Terms and Conditions 

Ancestry.com 

http:/ I search. ancestry .com/ cgi-bin/ sse.dll ?indiv= 1 &db=IAstatecen%2c&rank=O&gsfn=G ... 
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George Rule (1829 - 1892) - Find A Grave Memorial 

~IND A GRAY[ 

A ctio ns 
Begin New Search 

Refine Last Search 

Cemetery Lookup 

Add Burial Records 

Help with Find A Grave 

Find all Rules in : 

• Dow Citv Cemetery 

• Dow Citv 

• Crawford Countv 

• Iowa 

• Find A Grave 

Top Contributors 

Success Stories 

Discussion Forums 

Find A Grave Store 

Support Find A Grave 

Advertisement 

Memorial Photos Flowers 

Birth: 
Death: 

Feb. 13, 1829 
Sep. 18, 1892 

Family links : 
Spouse: 
Ellen A Rule (1829 - 1915)* 

* Point here for explanation 

Burial: 
Dow City Cemetery 
Dow City 
Crawford County 
Iowa, USA 

Created by: cara konooa 
Record added: Nov 14, 2007 
Find A Grave Memorial# 22906575 

George Rule 

Photos may be scaled . 
Click on image for full size . 

1fJJ l eave flol~l!ffl . 
~ ~ntla note \"... 

Accuracy and Copyright Disclaimer 

Page 1 of 1 

Edit 

http://www.fmdagrave.com/cgi-bin/fg.cgi?page=gr&GSln=Rule&GSfn=Geome&GSbvre... 10/11/2010 




