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The Western Life-Boat. 

vater, Michigan, 
ppin Coldwater 
to Iowa. This 

;e was compara-
inhabit.ants be· 
«:onnties. For 
Muscatine and 
the Pine Creek 

In 1855 he 
1 county, where 
Mills for some 
led his father's 
county, which 
1863. At this 
Mills, in the 

mty. In 1864 

le~~bout 
'\ J year 
~ ... ~.Scott 
~8, on a larger 
successful op-

gree, where we leave him, believing that in 
all proper places he will prove himself wor
thy, and well q nalified. 

'i"''·~ii~!i!'~thin.'··· 
llTATE SENATOR. 

Elisha T. Smith is of Welsh descent his' 
ancestors having emigrated from that ~ . 
try to v· . . un 

Irgima shortly after the first white 
settlement in that State. His grandfather 
Th?mas Smith, and his father, William' 
Smith, were born in Virginia. The fi 'I 

- left v· . . ami y 
IrgmJa and emigrated to Ohio when 

~ha~ State first began to attract settlers to 
Its road and fertile acres. They selected 
for their Iocatiol:!, a spot near Barne.iville 
m the county of Belmont, where Elisha T' 
was born. His paternal grandmother w~ 
of the old ~t. Clair famHy, whose name fig. 
urcs ~nSpJCuonsly iu American history, and 
who hved to be over one hundred years old 

As already stated, his immediate prede: 
ment of rail- cessor was a Virginian by birth but ca 

to Ohio 'th h' • me 

1 that promis
vestment and 
nt. 

. WJ. IS parents when quite young !IS mother was of the Todd familv, a nam~ 
be found among the early settlers o( 

G~orgia. His father married in Ohio, and 
:Jimously re- bmng engaged in mercantile business the · 
rhe bonds of youthful occupation of Elisha T was ' 

courn.gemen t 
that line of 

!ld one of the 
l Saint Paul 

· . given 
llty cents on more to ?ut door and field amusements than 
lence lu the to anything else. 
far above an Senator E. T. Smith first saw the Ji.,.ht ot 
II the world in May 1828 d " ' Y he is an . • • an consequently is 
Jlican. He now ID the forty-fourth year ot I . b . b us age, e-
ce until the Jog t e eldest in a family of several cb"J. 
n urgent re- dren. When about sixteen years of age ~i · 
<~r the State fath_er died, leaving the family in some~ba: 
~ was elect- :traJg~tened circumstances-having failed 
new in the n busmeas some time previous to his death 

It th~n became the duty of young Smith ~ 
provide for his widowed mother and his 
younger brothers and sisters who were 

e more of a 
deepest in
ld to foster 
State. He 
If A~rricul-
'the spirit 
1d reforn..s. 

leQer 
a · v-
pla 1Je-

ble t d nna-
o provi e for themselves . to wh" h 

work. be applied himself dillige~tly and ~:. 
dustrJOnaly, end had the good # rt 

• ill une ~ 
meet with admirable success. 
• It will be seen that his means t\Jr reeeiv· 
1~g a? education during the early portion of 
hi~ ltfe was rather limited, but having a 
thirst for knowledge, at the age of twenty-

....... 

John Patterson West. 73 

one, succeeded in being admitted as a stu
dent in Mt. Pleasant College, Jefferson 
county, Ohio, being obliged to sell a horse 
that his father had given him as a present, 
when a colt, in order to defray the expenses 
or his tuition. 

In December, 1849, he married Miss Lydia 
Clendennon, in Barnesville, Belmont coun
ty; Ohio, and as a result of this marriage, 
has now five children, all daughters. 

Following the Star of Empire westward, 
he emigrated to Iowa, in April, 1853, and 
settled upon a farm in Warren county. 
Here he met with a great misfortune, hav
ing been completely burned out in the win
ter of 1854-51 but bein~t possessed with that 
true courage so requisite to contend against 
the ups and downs of western life, he imme
diately set to work and replaced the home 
he had lost by the tire. In t'b.e spring of 
1857, he changed his location by moving to 
Taylor county, where he opened a new 
farm, on which· he had erected a very fine 
house. Just as he had his farm all fenced 
and everything fixed np to make life com
fortable, again he was pursued and over· 
taken by the fiery demon and once more all 
his worldly goods perished in the dames. 
By perseverance, good management, and 
industry he again succeeded in overcoming 
this great misfortune, and during the war, 
although not in the army, had so far recov
ered from his loss as to donate largely, in 
money and goods, for the benefit of the 
needy wives and mothers whose sons and 
husbands were fighting for the glory of our 
flag, the ho11or of our country and the per
peWa&ion or the Union. 

AlUlough .a southerner by birth and par
eatage, Sena&er Smith has always been a 
Ulorongh and steadfast republican in politics, 
and atrong in the principles of anti-slavery. 
In 1858 he was elected cleJ.'k of tb~ District 
Coun of Tllvlor county, which position he 
held l>r twelve consecutive years, having 
been elected to the posltlon alx. t.imea in suc
eettalon. In 1870 he Ntablished the Taylor 
County Bank, of which he is now Pl'eai
den'- In all enterprises for the pnblic good 
be hu ahra71 took an actiye part, and wae 

chiefly instrumental in obtaining to his sec· 
.tion of country the Creston branch of the 
Burlingto!£ and Missouri R1ver Railroad of 
which he graded fifteen mll~s under c;:on
tract. 

Officially, he has not been extensively in 
public life. In 1868 he was a delegate to 
the Philadelphia Convention where he sup. 
ported the nomination of Grant and Colf'ax. 
As a further mark of the great confidence 
the people repose m him, he was elected by 
11. popular vote of the citizens ot the Seventh 
Senatorial District, comprising the counties 
of Taylor, Ringgold and Decatur to repre
sent them, and look after their interests in 
the 14th General Assembly of the Stil.te of 
Iowa, for the period of four years commenci

.ing on the 1st ot January, 1872. 
Mr. Smith is a Quaker by religion, is llix 

feet two and a half inches in height, weighs 
one hundred and sixty pounds, and is of a 
sandy complexion, having deep sandy haii· 
and grey eyes. Such is a brief biographi~ 
cal sketch of Senator E. T. Smith. 

JOHN PA'M'ERSON WEST. 

STATE SENATOR. 

J.P. West Is a native of Newtown Hamil
ton, County of Armagh, Ireland, where he 
was bom February 9Lh, 182li. · He is ·the 
youngest in a family of seven children. At 
the age of three years he was taken by hiS 
father to America. They settled In Beaver
county, Pennsylvania, where they resided 
for six years and In 1834, moved ·to Trum
bull county, Ohio. During these l'ears·.or 
minority he labored upon his father"s fiLrl'&j 
clearing land and other arduous toU, aDd 
in making a farm in a new coun.try, Qe!tei'ed 
with a dense growth or heavy timbw. 'HiS' 
education was limited ta the CODDD.Otl 

schools, with the exccpuon of six month& 
in an academy, In Southi'ligton, Ohio. Ia 
1848 he was married to Miss Elizabeth 
Harshman, a natiTe of Wuhington OOWlty. 
PeilnsylT&nla, but tbr a short time a. rea
dent of Ohio. Frl>m thla union there ~ 
been· a. family of eleven children i el&)i& 
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w;ti vltenc.J, ~~- Jti. I!Jr. 
$()?'/.. ··········-~·······-··-- ---····:············-························-·········-··········'··-

' 
~-------------········-···········································--················--------· -------···· 

DEAR SrR: 
It has been the cus~om of eacb House, at\hl:l"""""'"'""'"n' 

General A'3sembly, to cause to be prepared and published, a tabl{;), sht)M:tiit' 
tion with the names of the members thereof. This is usually oon:e.cUlifnUC!thll 

incorrect; especially in the orthography of names. In order ti) p:r~w~nt, 
have the table in print at the commencement of the session, I trans01ltyotl th 

that you will fill up the blanks found below, and return to this office. soon 

please give the fi"t name ';;.nil, and wd~ plainly. ~ • . . • . 

Name ... t .•... M...~ ............ ~~ . .£....,_. _ . ..,. ~~ 
P. l>. Add,. ......... ~~· .. ~ ................................................. : .... :,IE. 
Wunty ................. t/.. .. ~.. ... . ~ .............................................................. , .•. , .. 

OccupaUon .....•... B.c ·; ...... ~··············································· ........... ; .. ; ... ~·· 
Nativity .......•........ ~ ................ ; ................................................. , ....•••. ; .••• 

ltfa,rried or Si:ngle ........... 2:!:t~···································· .. ······ .......... . 
Religion ..................... ~_.dQ&.: .......... · .......... ~~~-........................ : ........... . 
lf in the Service; regiment and rank ................ ~· ............. • _ _.g: ••••.• ............................... ;.•-

Years .in Iowa ........ ......•.... /f.:..~ ................................... :._ ................. ; ................ ! ···•· 

Age ........................ ../.1.../f.. ........... , ...... , ................... : .................... .-........................ . 
lVeight .................. /...d.-:zt:. ....... ~ ................................................. ; ............ ~ .. . 

I sencl herewith a copy of the rules or last Session of the General A.s~mhly, in which you wll~~~ 
the table above ~ferred to. . .·.~~ c~;,-,, .:. • 'i' 

'Yours truly; 
-' 

hlOJ.UtTAllY OF' ~'l',:t..'i'S, 
' . ' 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

0 

Roots Web's WorldConnect Project: Wyckoff- Palen- Sexton- Nevius- Sanford- Tilton ... Page 1 of2 

,,tl Welcome to RootsWeb.com Sign in 

'-----·-·--~'"""~-·--·~~,,,,, 
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I Home I Searches Family Trees Mailing Lists Message Boards Web Sites Passwords Help 

GerteaJQg_y fa_ro Uy_Trees 

SQCJaLSe_c:_urJty 

Wyckoff- Palen - Sexton - Nevius - Sanford - Tilton - Chambers - Ewan -
Williams - Doudna 

Entries: 240540 Updated: 2010-03-16 05:50:17 UTC (Tue) 
'" "> . • 

Contact: SlJSfill 

This work is the product of many researchers. It is also a work in progress. There may be errors. Some of the entries 
are speculative at best. Please contact me for additional information 

• ID: 1162372 
• Name: Elisha T Smith 
• Surname: Smith 
• Given Name: Elisha T 
• Sex: M 
• Birth: 14 May 1826 in Ohio 1 2 
• UID: BOA3E24A7F11364499967ABE8C8F5EOB74F2 
• Event: Lived 1854 Warren County, Iowa~ Z 
• Census: 16 Jul1850 Warren Township, Belmont County, Ohio 2 

• Census: 1880 Precinct 1, Stephens County, Texas 2 2 
• Change Date: 13 Dec 2003 at 00:00:00 

~Ancestry Hints for Elisha T Smith 

~JIQs~iblematcb~~fuyngon_Ance_s.tJY~GOm 

Father: WiUiillD~mitb b: ABT 1800 

~ancestry. corn·· 

Mother: Rt;Jh~ccc:t._LTQd_d, b: 9 Jun 1800 in Georgia 

Marriage 1 Lydit:! Cl~nd~Il_Q!J b: 18 Dec 1828 in Ohio 

• Married: 27 Dec 1848 in Stillwater Meeting, Barnesville, 
Belmont County, Ohio 4 2 

Sources: 

1. Title: Encyclopedia of American Quaker Genealogy 
Author: William Wade Hinshaw 
Note: 

http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry .com/cgi-bin!igm.cgi?op=GET &db=srw123&id=I1623 72 6/21/2010 
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Please report errors and omissions. 

• ID: 16099 
• Reference Number: 6099 
• Name: Elisha Todd Smith 1 

• Sex: M 
• Change Date: 24 MAR 2007 
• Note.: 

According to the records of Stillwater Meeting, Belmont 
County, Ohio, 
Elisha, Lydia, Amy, and Rebecca Smith transferred their 
membership to 
Three Rivers Meeting, Iowa, on 22 Jul 1854. 
1 

• Bjrth: 14 MAY 1826 in Ohio, 2 1 

• Event: Lived 1854 Iowa, J 1 

• Census: 16 JUL 1850 Warren Township, Ohio, 1 
• Census: 1880 Precinct 1, Texas, l 
• Note: 

Capt. E. T. Smith was born in Belmont County, Ohio, in 
1830, and is a son 
[p.894] of William and Rebecca (Todd) Smith, who were 
born in Virginia, 
in 1798, and Georgia, in 1800. The former was educated in 
the schools of 
his native State, and when a young man removed with his 
parents to Ohio, 
where he met and married Miss Todd, who had removed to 
that State when 
she was a child. Mr. Smith first followed the occupation of 
farming and 
then engaged in merchandising, and died in the State of his 
adoption in 
1846. His widow afterward married a Mr. Pierson, who is 
now deceased, and 
died in 1875. By Mr. Smith she became the mother of eight 

Search Hundreds 
of Thousands of 

Family Trees 

First Name: I 
~stName:j r----------------

http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=treadway&id=I6099 6/24/2010 
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children: 
Thomas, Sabilla (wife of Dr. A. Atkinson), Elisha Todd, 
Asenath 
(deceased), Hannah (wife of Elisha Smith), Elwood, William 
(deceased) and 
Stephen. Elisha T. Smith, the subject of this biography, was 
reared on a 
farm and educated in the common schools and at the 
Friends' High-school 
at Mount Pleasant, Ohio. He was married to Miss Lydia 
Clendenen, who was 
born in Ohio in 1832. Her father was born in the "Keystone" 
State and her 
mother in Georgia. She also attended the Friends' High
school, and by Mr. 
Smith became the mother of five children: Annie (wife of 
0. B. Wilson), 
Rebecca T., Willie (wife of J. D. Mann) and Nettie May 
(wife of David M. 
Smith). Ella, the fourth child, is living at home, Mr. Smith 
was living 
in Iowa when the war broke out, and he espoused the 
Union cause, but did 
not take an active part in the war. In 1858 he was elected 
clerk of the 
district court in Iowa, and served in that capacity twelve 
years, and was · 
then elected to the State senate for four years. After 
spending one year 
in the Republic of Mexico, engaged in mining, he located in 
Stephens 
County, Texas, and was appointed clerk of the district 
court, by Judge 
Fleming, for six years, but before his last term had expired 
he came to 
Siloam Springs, Ark., and here has since resided. He is a 
Republican in 
politics, and is justice of the peace of Hico Township. He 
was nominated 
as a candidate for representative on the Republican ticket 
in 1888, but 
declined the nomination. He is interested in the mining 
lands located in 
Washington County, Ark., being a member of the 
Northwestern Arkansas 
Mining and Smelting Company. He is a member of the 
Masonic fraternity and . 

the K. of P."' 

til Ancestry Hints for Elisha Todd Smith c:BJ ancestry,conr 

Father: WiUia,rn SrnJth b: 1798 in Georgia, 
Mother: R~be~_cCl..LTodd b: 09 JUN 1800 in Georgia, 

Marriage 1 Lydia CJendenoo b: 18 DEC 1828 in Ohio, 

• Married: 27 DEC 1848 in Barnesville, Ohio, 5 l 

http:/ /wc.rootsweb.ancestry .com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET &db=treadway&id=I6099 
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Children 

1. Sarah Smith 
2. e Amysmitb-b: 16 SEP 1849 
3. R~b~!=l;9LS_rnJtb b: 16 SEP 1851 
4. W:illleL~rnitb b: ABT 1854 in Ohio, 
5. Ella Smith b: ABT 1862 in Ohio, 
6. e M~itifi-~roith b: ABT 1866 in Iowa, 

Sources: 

1. Title: Clendenons 
Abbrev: Clendenons 
Author: Sarah Clendenon 
Publication: manuscript 
Note: 
RIN#6899 

2. Title: Encyclopedia of American Quaker Genealogy 
Abbrev: EAQG 
Author: William Wade Hinshaw 
Note: 
RIN#2231 
Page: Stillwater Meeting, Belmont County, Ohio 

3. Title: Encyclopedia of American Quaker Genealogy 
Abbrev: EAQG 
Author: William Wade Hinshaw 
Note: 
RIN#2231 
Page: Ackworth Meeting, Warren County, Iowa 

4. Title: History of Benton, Washington, Carroll, Madison, Crawford, 
Franklin, and 
Sebastian Counties, Arkansas 
Abbrev: History of Benton, Washington, Carroll, Madison, 
Crawford, Franklin, and 
Sebastian Counties, Arkansas. 
Author: The Goodspeed Publishing Comany 
Publication: The Goodspeed Publishing Comany, Chicago, 1889 
Note: 
biographies reproduced at 
<ftp:/ /ftp.rootsweb.com/pub/usgenweb/ar/benton/bios/st.txt> 

5. Title: Encyclopedia of American Quaker Genealogy 
Abbrev: EAQG 
Author: William Wade Hinshaw 
Note: 
RIN#2231 
Page: Stillwater mtg, Belmont co, Ohio 
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