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ited. He attended the common schools of Wauke-
sha county, Wisconsin, but fourteen months. Being
left an orphan at the age of seven, he was taken to
the orphan asylum at Milwaukee, Wisconsin, where
he remained two years, and was then adopted Dby
Thomas Burnard, a farmer, who was killed by the
falling of a load of wood the following year. Thus
thrown on his own resources, from that time till the
age of Afteen he worked among farmers f(or his board
and clothes. He moved to Iowa on the gth of Au-
gust, 1801, and settled in Muscatine. Went to Clay-
ton county in 1866, and from therc to Madison
county in 1867, where he now lives.

In religion, Mr. Smith was raised a Catholic;
when he was fifteen he became a Universalist, and
at the age of twenty a Methodist, and 1s a member
of that denomination at the present time. M
Smith has always been a staunch republican; cast
his first vote at cighteen for Lincoln and Johnson;
was in active service during all of the late civil war;
enlisted in 1861 in company H, 11th Towa Infantry;
recnlisted on-the 7th of December, 1863, and served
till the close of the war.  Amongsome of the engage-

ments he participated in were the following well
known battles: Shiloh, April, 1862 ; Medan Station,
August, 1862 ; Corinth, Mississippi, on the 4th of
October, 1862; Jackson, Mississippi, and at the
sicge of Vicksburg; was one hundred and one days
without being out of danger; wounded at Atlanta,
(icorgia, on the 7th of August, 1864 ; was.with Sher-
man on his march to the sea, and participated in
their last engagement, at Bentonville, North Carolina.
He was discharged on the 2d of July, 1865, and
returned immediately to his home in Muscatine,
Towa. Mr. Smith has acquired an ample compe-
tence and is a public-spirited citizen, active in all
progress, enterprising and much esteemed ; an advo-
cate ol woman’s suffrage, he believes that a woman
should receive the same compensation as a man,
where the labor to be performed is equal. Mr.
swith now holds the honored position as represen-
tative of Madison county, Towa. Was married to
Mary .\. MclLaughlin, on the 21st of November,
1866, and has two children: Cora Minnie was born
on the 29th of August, 1867, and Estela Maud on
the r1th of June, 1875.

LLO. Nl sl | ) alata@R |
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AVID SECOR, a native of Putnam county,
D New York, was born on the 6th of January,
1836, the son of Alson Secor and Sarah Caroline
née Knapp. His paternal grandparents were Gidney
and Cathcerine (Strang) Secor.  His father’s family
is descended from the Irench Huguenots, and was
first represented in this country by Ambrose Sccor,
who more than two hundred years ago cmigrated
from France, prompted by a love of religious liberty,
and settled at New  Rochelle, New York. Various
members of the family served as officers during
the revolutionary war,  His maternal grandparents,
David and Abigail (Lee) Knapp, were of Inglish
origin, and settled in this country prior to the
revolution. David Knapp, an uncle of our subject,
served in the war of 1812.

Prior to his twelfth year David attended the dis-
trict school, but afterward was employed on his

father's farm, there being eleven children in his

family, and his father being a man of limited mcans.
In Muay, 1850, being then twenty years of age, he
left home and, removing to lowa, scttled at Western

College, in Lynn county. Learning the masons'
trade there, he worked at it during the summers,
and for three years he spent his winters in the
college at that place.

Going to Mason City, Iowa, in the spring of 1859,
he had one dollar in his pocket upon his arrival,
and remained one year teaching and working at
his trade.  In the spring of 1860 he settled at For-

est City, in Winnebago county, and during that and .

the following year worked at his trade.

In 1861 he was clected county treasurer, and
while holding that position purchased a farm ad-
joining the town, which he began to cultivate.

In October, 1864, he enlisted as a privale in com-
pany C, 2d regiment Towa Volunteer Infantry, for
the purpose of recruiting the regiment whose term
of enlistment had expired.  This company partici-
pated in Sherman’s march to the sea, during which
march he was taken ill and transferred to New
York and thence to Keokuk, Towa, where he was
mustered out of the service in May, 1865,

Returning to his home, he engaged in farming,

!
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and soon afterward was again elected county treas-
urer, and also held the position of postmaster, hav-
ing been appointed by President Lincoln. In 1871
he was elected to represent Cerro Gordo, Hancock,
Worth and Winnebago countics in the state legisla-
ture. He was returned to the general assembly in
1873, and iun the fall of the following year was
elected register of the State Land Office.

Mr. Secor has become well known as a prompt
and thorough business man, and in all that he has
attempted has met with eminent success.

On the 1oth of December, 1862, he was married
to Miss Samantha Ellen Vancuren, a daughter of
Jacob Vancuren, of Cerro Gordo county, by whom
he had four children: Eugene Elsworth, born on
the 1st of January, 1864; Fanny 1., who died in

HON. WILLIAM

infancy; Stanley Sherman, born in May, 1868, and
Mary Myrtle, born in April, 1870.

Mrs. Secor died on the 13th of July, 1871, and on
the 1oth of September, 1872, he was married to
Miss Jennie Gregg, daughter of Captain James
Gregg, of Des Moines, who died on the 15th of De-
cember, 1875, having born to him one child, Alvin
A., who died in infancy.

In 1875, though still retaining his farm, he re-
moved his family to Des Moines.

Mr. Secor’s success is mainly due to his untiring
enterprise and energy of will.  Governed by purity
of motive and honesty of purpose, he has faithfully
discharged the trusts iinposed upon him, and by his
upright and manly dealing has won the highest re-
spect and lasting confidence of all who knew him,

G. DONNAN,

INDIEPIENDENCEE.

ILLIAM G. DONNAN was born at West
Charlton, Saratoga county, New York, on
the 3oth of June, 1834. His father was Alexander

Donnan, his mother Elizabeth McKindley Donnan. ;

His four grandparents emigrated from Scotland.
William worked on his father's farm until he was
seventeen years of age, attending the district school

during a small portion of each year. He prepared

for college at the Cambridge Academy; entered the
sophomore class of Union College in 1853, and
graduated fourth in his class in July, 1856.

The next month he moved to lowa, selecting In-
dependence, the seat of justice of Buchanan county,
for his home. Here he studied law in the office of
Hon. J. S. Woodward, and was admitted to the har
in April, 1857. Three months afterward he was
elected treasurer and recorder of Buchanan county,
and held that office by reélection until 18062.

Mr. Donnan entered the army i August, 1862,
as a private in the 27th regiment lowa Infantry;
was promoted to second then to first licutenant;
breveted captain and major for efficient service in
the field, and served until the close of the war.

He was a member of the state senate four years,
the twelfth and thirteenth sessions of the general
assembly, and originated the bill locating the Tlos-
pital for the Insane at Independence, and was largely
Instrumental in securing the passage of the act.

Mr. Donnan represented the third district in the

forty-second and forty-third congresses, and, as his
record will show, was always at the post of duty,
being absent from roll-call only on four occasions in
four years. While in congress he delivered but two
or three studied speeches; those he prepared with
great care, and there has since been frequent calls
for them. This is especially true in regard to
the speeches on “Cheap Transportation” and the
The latter cffort
exhibits careful investigation, exhaustive research

)

“Redligibility of the Toxecutive.

and fine legal powers. It is the masterpiece of his
congressional life.  We make room for a short ex-
tract, in which Mr. Donnan is replying (o the argu-
ment that the patronage of the President has been
or may be used for his reélection :

During the first forty vears immediately succeeding the
adoption of the constitution very little use was made of the
appointing power in a partisan scnse; yet during thirty-
two of thosc forty years the excceutive ollice was filled by
Presidents who were reélected. One-fifth ol thal period
only was it filled by the two Adiamses, neither of whom
wis rechosen.  Then came the democratic réuime, which

inaugurated the system of appointing political friends of

the administration to the federal offices.  This practice has
been (ollowed more or less closely by the democratic, whig
and republican parties, when in power, up to the present
time.  If the bad use of patronage clects Presidents, we
have certainly had splendid opportunitics to test it during
the intervening forty-four years. [ will not deny that

“Jackson may have becn thus aided to a sccond term, but

from Jackson to the present time but one only of the cleven
Presidents has been rechosen; and who will say that any
spot of corruption was ever found on ILincoln’s ollicial
garments?  No, sir, it is fidelity that wins.  Gralitude to a
great and generous people, and a high sensc of duty, are

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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GOVERNMENT APPOINTMENT.

J. T. Kean was appointed to a clerk-
ghip in the adjutant general’s office at
Washington, in the fall of 1880.

REGISTER OF STATE LAND OFFICE.

Hon. David Secor was elected to this
office in 1875 and was re-elected in 1877,
holding the office four years.

Hon. David Secor, Forest City, was
born in Putnam Co., N. Y., Jan. 6, 1836.
His parents were Alson and Sarah C.
(Knapp)Secor, natives of the above county.
They were the parents of eleven children,
all of whom grew to be adults. The sub-
ject of this sketch was reared on a farm,
and received his education in the common
schools. In 1856 he removed west, Te-
maining a few years in Linn Co., Iowa,
where he learned the trade of a mason,
and attended the Western College, an in-
stitution controlled by the United Breth-
ren Church. In the spring of 1859 he re-
moved to Mason City, where he worked at
his trade, and the following fall removed
to Winnebago county. In the fall of
1861 he was elected to the office of treas-
urer and recorder, being--elected three
consecutive terms. In 1863 he received
the appointment of postmaster of Forest
City, holding the same for nine years. In
1871 he was elected to the 14th General
Assembly, having only three votes cast
against him. The district consisted of
Cerro Gordo, Worth, Hancock and Win-
nebago counties. In 1873 he was re-
elected with the same result, only three
votes being cast against him. In 1874 he
was elected to the office of register of
State lands, which position he filled two
terms. On Dec. 10, 1862, he was married
to Samantha E. Van Curen, by whom he

had three children, two sons and ome
daughter. DMrs. Secor died on Jully 13,
1871. He was again married, Sept. 10,
1872, to Jennie Gregg, who died Dec. 15,
1875. His present wife is S. Jennie Lyons,
by whom he has had two daughters. Mr.
and Mrs. Secor are members of the Con-
gregational Church. He is a Knight
Templar Mason, and a member of the A.
0.U. W. Lodge. He was admitted to the
bar in 1879.

MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

The 4th General Assembly convened at
Towa City, Dec. 6, 1852, and adjourned
Jan. 24, 1853. At this time Winnebago
county, though unorganized, with Jasper,
Polk, Dallas, Greene, Boone, Story, Mar-
shall,Risley, Will, Fox, Pacahontas, ITum-
boldt, Wright, Franklin, Cerro Gordo,
Hancock, Kossuth, Palo Alto, Emmett,
Bancroft, Hardin and Worth constituted
one district, with Andrew L. Hull as sen-
ator and J. F. Rice, Joseph C. Goodwin
and Benjamin Green as representatives.

The 5th General Assembly convened at
Towa City, Dec. 4, 1854, aud adjourned
Jan. 26, 1855; also convened in extra ses-
sion July 2, 1856, and adjourned July 16,
1856. At this time the district was com-
posed of the counties of Jasper, Polk, Dal-
las, Guthrie, Greene, Boone, Story, Mar-
shall, Hardin, Risley, Tell, Fox, Poca-
hontas, Humboldt, Wright, Franklin,Cerro
Gordo, Hancock, Kossuth, Palo Alto, Km-
mett, Banereft, Winnebago and Worth,
and was represented in the Senate by
James C. Jordan, who contested the seat
of Theophilus Bryan, the ‘contest being
decided in favor of Jordan, Jan. 8, 1856;
and represented in the Iouse by Samuel

Sl 84
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1860 United States Federal Census - Ancestry.com Page 1 of 1

ancestry

You searched for David Secor in Iowa

1860 United States Federal Census

Name: David Secor
Agein 1860: 25
Birth Year: abt 1835
Birthplace: New York
Home in 1860: Forest, Winnebago, Iowa
Gender:  Male
Post Office:  Forest City

Value of real  View image

estate:

Houschold Name Age

Members:  john Mabin 36
Mary Mabin 32
Charles Mabin 9
James Mabin 7
John Mabin 5
Hamblin Mabin 1
David Secor 25
John H Jeffers 26

Source Citation: Year: 1860: Census Place: rest, Winnebago, lowa; Roll M653 _3.45:
Page: 626: Image: 74: Family History Library Film: 803345.

0r

Source Information:
Ancestry.com. 18()() United States Federal Census [database on- lmt\
1 Operations, Inc., 2009. Images re prod

by FamilySe; ar(h

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

ARCHIVES GOV

n M653. 1.438

3 ation of male:
fifteen, and mo I 5 mbers of a household
names of those listed on Hw p‘)p\\ld[lol} sched u) are linked to actual images of the 1860
ral Census. Learn more..

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising A i
ncestry.com

€ 1997-2010 Ancestry.com Corporate Information PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&db=1860usfedcenancestry%2c&rank=... 5/18/2010



U.S. Civil War Soldiers, 1861-1865 - Ancestry.com

ancestry

You searched for David Secor in Iowa

U.S. Civil War Soldiers, 1861-1865

Name: David Secor
Side:  Union
Regiment  Iowa
State/Origin:
Regiment Name: 2 Iowa Infantry.
Regiment Name  2nd Regiment, Iowa Infantry

Page 1 of 1

Expanded:

Company: C

Rank In:  Private
Rank In  Private
Expanded:
Rank Out: Private
Rank Out  Private
Expanded:
Film Number:  Ms41roll 23

S. Civil War Soldiers, 1861-1865 [database on-line]. Provo, UT, USA:
ns Inc 07

data: National Park Service. Civil War Soldiers and Sailors System. online
<http://www.itd.nps.gov/cwss/ >, acquired 2007

a

Description:
T names of approximately 6.3 million sold

ir names, informati
rank. Learn more...

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog

Affiliates

Advertisin,
g Ancestry.com

Corporate Information PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dl1?indiv=1&db=NPS_civilwarsoldiers%2c&rank=0... 5/18/2010



1870 United States Federal Census - Ancestry.com

ancestry

You searched for David Secor in Iowa

Page 1 of 1

1870 United States Federal Census

Name:

Birth Year:
Age in 1870:
Birthplace:

Home in 1870:

David Secor
abt 1836

34
New York

Forest, Winnebago, lowa

Race:  White
Gender: Male

Value of real View image

estate:
Post Office:  Forest City
Household Name Age
Members:  pavid Secor 24

Samantha Secor 26
Eugene E Secor 6
Stanley S Secor 2
Mary Secor 7/12
Leonard Secor 28
Harriet Peters 28

1 1870; Census Plac
amily History Library

Vinnebago, lowa: Roll Ms593 426
15924

Source Citation:
Page: 8B: Image: 20:

15

Source Information:

Ancestry.com. 1870 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo.
UT. USA: Ancestry.com Operations. Inc.. 2009. Images reproduced by
FamilySearch.

THE
NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

ARCHIVES GOV

al data:
o 1870 U.S. censt
ington, D.C

population schedules. NARA microfilm publication M593. 1.761 rolls.
National Archives and Records Administration. n.d.

e Minnesota ce
D.C.: Nation

hedules for 1870. NARA microfilm publication T1g2. 13 rolls, Washington,
chives and Records Administration, n.d.

nindextoi he 1870 United S

fthe United 8

lationships were
s of those listed on the
{eral Census. Learn more...

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY

Affiliates

Ancestry.com Blog Advertising
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0 Ancestry.com PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions

Corporate Information

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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SECOR, David - WINNEBAGO CO. IOWA - WPA GENEALOGY DATABASE AND ...

GRAVES

WPA - Work Projects Administration

Page 1 of 1
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UK Census Online Ancestry.com ®

1841 to 1901 census. Fast and easy
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SECOR, David
Born: -
Died: -
Cemetery: -
Location: -
County: WINNEBAGO CO. - IOWA
Record Notes:  CIVIL WAR

The information contained on this website was originally recorded by lowa
WPA (Works Progress Administration) workers during late 1930's. In
2006 it was transcribed into a searchable electronic format.
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Home Family Trees Search Collaborate Learning Center DNA  Publish
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Messages (5)
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My Account Help To-Dos Quick Links

Shop Hire an Expert Add to Quick Links
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View person's info
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’ Died: 13 Sep 1907 | David Knapp
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Family Historical Records Family Facts

Family Groups
Spouse 1

Jennie Gregg
Born: Des Moines, Iowa, USA
Died: 15 Sep 1875

Marriage: 10 Sep 1872 in Johnson, Iowa, USA

Children Birth

Spouse 2

Sarah Ella Lyons
Born: 1851 in Allamakee, Iowa, USA
Died: 1916

Marriage:

Children Birth

Spouse 3

Sophia Jane Lyons
Born: 20 May 1848 in Ohio, USA -
Died: 22 Nov 1886 in Chicago, Illinois, USA

Marriage: 16 May 1878 in Des Moines, Iowa, USA

Children Birth

Joy Secor F 14 Nov 1879

Ruth Lyons Secor F 12 Aug 1882

Spouse 4

Samantha Ellen Van Curen
Born: 28 Mar 1844 in Kosciusco, Indiana, USA
Died: 13 Jul 1872 in Washington, USA

Marriage: 10 Dec 1862

Children Sex Birth
Stanley Sherman Secor M 17 May 1868 in Forrest City, Iowa, USA
Ellsworth Eugene Secor 11 Jan 1864 in Forrest City, Iowa, USA
Myrtle Secor F 11 Apr 1870
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