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remaining another period of four years, at the expiration of which he
returned to New York. He shortly afterward came to this county,
attended Tabor College two terms, and then located on the farm he now
owns, containing two hundred and thirty acres. In February, of 1870,
he was married to Miss T. Weldon, formerly of Monroe count, New
York. ,

MICKELWAIT, HON. JAMES, farmer, P. O. Hillsdale; born March
27, 1827, in Yorkshire, England. He emigrated to this county with his
parents when four years of age. He first located in Morgan county,
Illinois, where he remained about eleven years. He next moved to Henry
county, Iowa, resided there five years, and returned to Morgan county,
Illinois. In February, 1849, he started for the gold fields of California,
and arrived in the state August 25, of the same year. He remained in
the mines about fourteen months, and then returned to Henry county,
Iowa. He arrived in Mills county about April 15, 1851, and has continu-
ously resided here since that time. In1874 he engaged in the grain busi-
ness at Hillsdale, in company with his son-in-law, Mr. W. M. Coats.
They have erected a good elevator at that point, and handle a large
amount of all kinds of cereals. Mr. M. was Mills county’s representa-
tive in the Fifteenth General Assembly. He was elected on the anti-
monopoly ticket, and served with credit to himself and constituency.
During his long residence in the county he has won the esteem and
admiration of the people by his earnest efforts in all matters having the
advancement of the interests of the county. He was married March 7,
1852, to Sarah A. Baylis, of Champaign county, Ohio. Five children
are the fruits of this union, of whom three are living: Lizzie, Wilbur W,
and James M. He resides on a fine farm of 192 acres, beautifully situated
and well improved.

PITZER, S. C,, farmer and stock dealer, P. O. Hillsdale, is a native of
Macoupin county, Illinois, bornin 1841. In 1845 he came to Iowa with his
parents and settled in Madison county. In the fall of 1852, they came to
this county, one year after its organization. He has resided on the farm

he now occupies thirteen years. Being thus an old resident of the county

he has noted its prosperity and growth in numbers, and enjoys the satis-
faction of knowing that he has personally contributed to the same. He
was married December 3, 1867, to Miss Alice Kelly, of Adams county,
Ohio, who was born in December, 1848. This union brought them four
children: Grant, Clara D., Charley Lee and Russell K. Mr. P. and lady
are zealous and consistent christians. whose membership is in the Metho-
dist Episcopal church. Mrs. P. came to Mills county with her father in
1854,

PITZER, E. W, farmer and apiarist, P. O. Glenwood ; is a native of
Macoupin county, Illinois, where he was born March 28, 1838. He

ource: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, D
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McNew is a free-silver Democrat, believ-
ing i the principles of Democracy as—pre-
sented by W. J. Bryan. Socially he is con-

nected with Hamburg Post, No. 210, G. A.

R., of which he is a charter member. His
life has been well spent, characterized by in-
dustry, honesty and ﬁdelity to duty, and in
the community where he makes his home he
is widely and favorably known.

WILBUR W. MICKELWAIT.

Fortunate is the man who has back of
him an ancestry honorable and distin-
guished; and of the families from which he
is descended Mr. Mickelwait has every rea-
son to be proud, for among them are num-
bered men who have become prominent in
the early annals of the country. They
have acted an important part in the events
which have framed our colonial history, and

have been honored pioneers, carrying into-

the newly settled regions the works and
customs of civilization. His ancestors were
distinguished early settlers of Virginia, Ken-
tucky and of Ohio and at a later date mem-
bers of the family have been prominent in
molding the destiny of the great common-
wealth in which our subject now resides.
Not only has he seen southwestern Iowa
grow from a wild country with only a few
white inhabitants to -a rich agricultural
country, thousands of good
homes and scores of growing towns, in-
habited by an industrious, prosperous, en-
lightened and progressive people, but also
he has participated in and assisted the heavy
and wearisome work of.development which
was necessary to produce a change so com:
plete as to be popularly referred to as mag-
ical.

containing

Among the native sons of Mills county
is numbered Wilbur W. Mickelwait, who
was born on the old family homestead
where he yet resides. It is a magnificent
estate of six hundred and forty acres ang
is situated two miles west from Hillsdale,
It is a monument to the enterprising and
progressive spirit of the pioneers who be-
came possessors of the land at an early day
and transformed it into a valuable estate,
There the subject of this review first opened
his eyes to the light of day August 16, 1864.
His father, Hon. James Mickelwait, was a
native of England, born in York, and when
only four or five yeats of age was brought
to the United States. He was a son of
Willoughby and Susannah (Woods) Mick-
elwait, both of whom were natives of Eng-
land, whence they came with their family
to the new world. In 1851 he cast in his
lot with the pioneer settlers of Mills county,
Towa, and secured his present family home-
stead, which was then a tract of wild land,
upon which not a furrow had been turned
or an improvement made. As the years
passed he wrought great transformation in
the appearance of his land, for under the pro-
cesses of cultivation the wild prairie was
changed into blossoming fields, giving prom-
ise of abundant harvests. All modern acces-
sories and improvements were added to the
farm, which is now one of the best in the
entire state.

Mr. Mickelwait was a man of marked in-
dividuality and strong character and was
recognized as a leader of public thought
and movement. He was known as one of
the distinguished residents’ of southwestern
Towa, and his fellow townsmen, recognizing
his worth and ability, had at different peri-
ods called him to fill minor local offices of

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines,
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trust. Higher honors, however, awaited him
and in 1874 he was elected to represent his
district in the state legislature, becoming a
member of the fifteenth general assembly of
Iowa. He was a man of sound judgment
whose opinions were relied upon in all mat-
ters of public importance, and his loyalty and
fidelity to the best interests of his county,
state and nation was ever above question.
He died February 9, 1892.

James Mickelwait was united in ma-
riage to Miss Sarah A. Bayles, a representa-
tive of an eminent Ohio family whose ances-
tors are famous for the prominent part they

,took in reclaiming the wilderness of Ken-
tucky and the western reserve of Ohio for
the purpose of civilization. Her father
was Joseph Bayles, a native of Virginia who
when about ten or twelve years of age be-
came a resident of Ohio, living among its
early settlers engaged in the work of carry-
ing civilization into the wild districts of the
then far west. He remained in the Buckeye
state until 1845, when he removed to Iowa,
where his last days were passed. He died
at an advanced age, his birth having taken
place in 1760. His wife, who bore the
name of Anne Arrow Smith, was born in
Maryland, in 1766, and died in Lee county,
lowa. She, too, represented a family dis-
tinguished in colonial history. The mater-
nal great-grandmother of our subject was
Miss Kenton, a sister of the famous General
Simon Kenton, who was born in Virginia
in 1755, and his name figures conspicuously
in the annals of Kentucky as an associate
of Daniel Boone and George Rogers Clark
in the Indian wars which occurred in that
State and gave to that portion of the country
the name of the “dark and bloody ground.”
Simon Kenton also took an active part in

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

conquering the wilderness, making it habit-
able for the white race and was a loyal sol-
dier in the war of 1812. The histories of
Ohio have much to say concerning General
Kenton’s capture by the Indians, his daring
exploit in escaping by running the gauntlet
and of his numerous other deeds of bravery.
He had the faculty of making friends with
the Indians and on one occasion defended
them against an attack of the white people
of Urbana, Ohio, in which town he was then
living. By his foresight in this matter he
saved the white settlers from massacre by
the red men, for the revengeful spirit of the
Indians would have led to a massacre in the
natural course of events if the white men
had been allowed to carry out their designs
against the red race. General Kenton died
in 1836, at the advanced age of eighty-one
years. Some of the oldest residents of Ur-
bana still remember him as one of the brav-
est soldiers of the times. The Kentons lived
in Kentucky throughout the stirring scenes
connected with the establishment of the first
settlements of the white race there, and em-
igrated from Kentucky to Ohio in the year
180r1. In this state they encountered sim-
ilar experiences, and the work which they
did in carrying civilization forward into the
wilds of the west cannot be estimated, but
humanity certainly owes them a debt of
gratitude which can never be repaid.

The Bayles family was also prominent
as pioneer settlers. David Bayles, the ma-
ternal great-grandfather of our subject, was
born in England and died in Ohio, in 1836,
at the age of seventy-five years. His people
settled originally in Virginia. William
Bayles, a cousin of Mrs. Mickelwait, was
killed at the battle of Buena Vista in the
Mexican war. Two of her brothers were
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soldiers in the Civil war, loyally defending
their country at the time when the Union
was threatened by the rebellion of the south.
One of these is Mason Bayles, now a resi-
dent of Mount Pleasant, Iowa, and the other
is Jesse W. Bayles, who makes his home in
California. Mrs. Mickelwait is still living
at the old homestead in Mills county, at the
age of seventy-three years, and is a very in-
teresting woman, conversing entertainingly
upon many events connected with pioneer
life in the states where she has resided. She
had three children: Wilbur W., of this re-
view ; Mrs. Lizzie M. Coates, of Mills county,
and James M., living in El Paso, Texas.
Mr. Mickelwait, whose name introduces
this record, has spent his entire life on the
.old family homestead and early became fa-
miliar with the labors of the farm in its vari-
ous departments. He is practical and pro-
gressive in his farming methods and is a
wide-awake, enterprising business man, con-
ducting one of the largest and finest farms
in the entire state. Every thing about the
place is neat and thrifty in appearance, bear-
ing testimony of his careful supervision.
The fields are highly cultivated and he makes
a specialty of the raising of highbred cattle
and hogs. He is also extensively engaged
in dairying, and in both branches of his busi-
ness is meeting with success, owing to his
well directed efforts, sound business judg-
and honorable dealing. At ©Omaha at the
the Trans-Mississippi Exposition in 1898, he
received a diploma and bronze medal for
scoring over ninety-five points in butter-
making. He is also the vice-president of
the State Bank at Tabor, Iowa, and a di-
rector in the State Bank at Macedonia.
The lady who bears the name of Mrs.
Mickelwait and presides with graceful hos-

pitality over their pleasant home, was in her
maidenhood Miss May Pitzer.  She was
born in Nebraska, in 1867. They have four
children: Nellie B., Mabel C., Claude B. and
Edna. The parents hold membership in the
Hillsdale Methodist church, contributing lib-
erally to its support, and take an active part
in its work. Mr. Mickelwait is a Prohibi-
tionist in politics and is now serving as a
school director, and the cause of education
finds in him a warm friend. His co-opera-
tion is heartily given to every movement
calculated to prove a benefit along material,
social, intellectual and moral lines, and he
is justly numbered among the most valued
and respected citizens of the community.

WINFIELD S. GREENWOOD.

Throughout his life Winfield S. Green-
wood has resided in Fremont county and
represents one of the pioneer families. Peo-
ple of the twentieth century can scarcely
realize the struggles and dangers which at-
tended the early settlers, the heroism and
self-sacrifice of lives passed upon the borders
of civilization, the hardships endured, the
difficulties overcome. These tales of the
early days read almost like a romance to
us. To the pioneer of the early days, far
removed from the privileges and conven-
iences of city or town, the struggle for exist-
ence was a stern and ‘hard one, and these
men and wownen must have possessed in-
domitable energies and sterling worth of
character, as well as marked physical cour-
age, when they thus voluntarily selected such
a life and successfully fought its battles un-
der such circumstances as prevailed in the
northwest.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, low
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