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and of every moral form' and Institu-
tion that made for the betlcrlnent
of the community, o
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Keota, Iowa

Ciwistmas at the Washington county
Poor Farm. '

Editor Brookhart of the Press
writes it up in this fashion: “The big
Christmas tree was located in Supt.
B ¥'s office. The tree was cor-
ered with tinsel and bunting of all
kinds and was lighted with colored:
eleclric lights. The room was filled
with presents of all description.
Something for every. inmate of the
county bome The greater share of
them tm donated by the benevoent
merchants of Washington. They are
‘0 be commended for this.Christmas
spirit. . It brings gladness to  the
aearts of many, who have been un-
{ortunate. Charity of this kind can-
20t De praised too highly. It is the
mfortunate in this life, who deserve
it apd those, who assist them to for-
et their misfortunes, certainly’ will
32 rewarded for their kind acts. Then
JTescntls are sent from the friends

1the State Legislature ard in !S‘Il. he

| wear.

‘| Keota:

- [pudlic splrited.—a good family man

home on the prairie but he bullt him.
self with his stetling Now. England
rirtues iuto the litfe of the commun-
RRy. He was a friend of ecducation,
and of everr moral form' and lnstitu-
tion  that made for the betterment
of the community. .
In 1872 his county elocted hlm to

wiis re-elected. -He was known “in
these doys . as  “Honest John™-—a
‘itie which he always deserved '

Before he finally left the farm
he spent a brief period in business
in Sigourner. In’1876 he moved to
since that time until very
recently he has been a prominent
figure in the business and official
life of this ctr. He was for 23 years
member of the city council and §

mayor. J. C. Clarke was a t-
izen, industrious, unselfish, patriotic.
and a friend of all good enterprises.
For reasons that were satisfactory.to
him, he never united with the church,
but . he came of Methodist stock,
he was a friend of churches, and
probably helped 1o build every church
in this city; he was reverent in his
spirit and had those virtues "hleh
are (nndamental to all rellglon and
withoat -which religion evaporates
in mere sentiment. He was.a mein-
ber of Adelphl Lodge No. 333 ‘Al F.
& A. M. In recent years he was
aot. an active member but the char-
ity work of the lodge always appeal-
ed to him. In polllicshe“saﬂe-
pablican, and the peculiar poise of
his well balanced mind was well {l-
{ustratéd in his attitude toward the
two divisions which has sprung up
in® that party ln recent years In
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