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JUDGE THAYER.I§ DEAD.—A BUSY
LIFE

;.L..- F

F’EACEFULLY
CLOSED.

Worked to the Last-—Fmtshed His

. _Lal.Jor and Answer:d the Call

of the Master

At 7:20 yesterday morning after a
long and busy life, Judge Thayer lail
down his pev. His was a busy 1if2,
SwWrieT
for years,

to him many

In tact more

As a writer
to the project, whatsoever it micht he
for the good of the city and the woll
e 1)1'('pared anﬂ blaz-
ed wue for w h'u was to come.

Loming 10 CHnton when' our 01[1
was a ba'e in wﬁ.d]mg c'othes Judgn
Thayer startea the Clinton Age. then
a weekly and taking up the work of
building a c¢ity ‘has never flagged nor
tho history of his later
days is the “history of Clinton, - so
closely i3 the one intertwined with
the other.

Our school building now known as
the Jefferson school  owes  its  exis-
tence to gudge ‘Thayer. was he
who made the sgtubborn fight fer the
ahd in, the course of his re-
said, “"Gentelmen we | will

It

many more”’ How true was that _pro
phecy. the many_school puildings in
this «ity bhear testimony.

It was- Judee Thayer, years ns:n
who [n an dditorfal first &poke of the
nlon .of Clinton and Lyons (qnfter
his work had annexed Riverslde and
langwood, « ¢ hpme of the former he-
I8Nl aRdl Sebk & 1 biskitord a&w_&x}‘i-co_mpiled by volunteers

lt wag Jll:l;'l' Thayer's able
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He remained in  Cleveland three
years reading law in the office of 3ol
ton." Kélly & Griswold, attending lee-
tures of the Medieal college and dolny
local “work--on the- Herald and Plain
Dealer, newspapers of that city. While
in.Cleveland the subject of this sketeh
learned. short-hand  writing,  being one!
of the very few persons in the coun-
try whe «t fhat time was abhle to re-
port speches verbatim. In the politi- | e

ccamoaign of 1852, he  reported the na
speeely®  made by Stephen A. Doug- forme:
las, Tew’s Cass. IHorace Greeley, Sam |oxocut
Housten and other distinguished gen- 1893,
tleren.  He: reported” the specch of Banke:
mectin
“(ood
affect

citv in waich  oceurred
phrases “=weetl German

“rich, Irish breguee.”
tlie prriv
e th- v
;T‘,.(;{." .

el (2K
1'1}!'51 tho

An

‘the noted
accent” and
tHe. accompanied { ) er.

Ihrzn c-eorted (}ennrn! Scott in Chi
¢ Lick Springs. reparting the ' panbo
made mlt : - | Banke

the route of that { being
ra‘rel ehieftain, e also reported structi
".l

:‘-In‘or‘hvsl made -by Touls Kos- fnanct
Hungarian patriot, . “Good
t2a apring of 1852 Mr. Thaver (‘Oium
was e lpitted to the bar. passing the wa Ne
yore thrrough examination  at that ’
time mene imperative by law, his cer- In 1
dfieate nuthorizing him to practice his n'(\r'Gf
sref:s<ion in all the courts of the |HSSIDI
sthth In May of that year he started | /PR 8
frrthow west, spending-a week or two |Mectt
in (‘iumwu By railrodd he went to |:0aDS.
~nect. Hlinols, thenee by stage to | Lo
Savannsh, and down the river by hoat | Hemb
to M eatine. lowa, where ae  com. | !¢ N
mene @ the practice of law, In 1854 | Mublc
he wae celeeted county‘attorney on the :‘“0\'1'.!‘
dem eratie ticket, In 18356 he  was ('Y D7
leetel county judge  of  Museatine | O
county, and re-elected in 1858 hoth For
18 a democerat. Tn 1258 ke mar- | Thaye
“el Mise Delia FL Tayne of Weostport, | emoe
New York, who during thelr 46 years joften )
of marrie ] Hfe has been his most val- [ reroln
natle help.mato. The friits of his{delibe
mearriage wero three davghters, all now [ held g
residimg in Clinton. In 1860 he was In
eleeted Ly the l!mnncral[o sfate con- [memhy
vention, beine made the lowa mem- | bly vo
hor of Lo mmmittue on permanent |er for
-»-,k'lllli.’.’lllﬂn. hefore whlieh  committee [tor:
the first contest was ‘marlde  hetween IFor
'he Douglas and Breekinridse factions, |of the
o that ¢ uwnlitm |1q_h,o Thayer \nlcel-_wn n

r‘\,

L
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NS Wity bear testimony.

It was. Jurdge Thayver, years. ago,
who {0 an editorial first spoie of the
nion .of .Clinton _and = Lyons ‘after
had anndxed Riverside and
Kingwood. ' e hame of the former be-

and porsonal work whaieh baousht to
Clinton ,ber splendid railroad facili-
ties and almost in splte of apathy and
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the fir

Pave R AR R T -

between |

L
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. a . i .

“

% opposition;” singiy and almost alone
i gave t
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N Our~watdr ‘works, ene of the best |
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Clinton what s Holy. koown
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etters havel

'ldate. Ore ceived ‘T ‘e hifaln ot Judgo Thayer :
single 4én-B and through, the: wmedium of " the | & koo R
1o 20al. 1 o N 111 y _{{gt‘.‘-:bmughi.--beto?» taé-peo- @~ -~ i
ond versp effll ple. . Nop difiA4t stop: hare. € Night ‘and ) -t
't St. Like."ff day heignye Do sarnest. Deracnels o '
« p-fort in organizin&n company makn
03;’;"{33; Lh:':‘EJraPa an' established fact.® Noi| &

. ¢ could -opposition. strong- enough be | §
N ' g brought.to bear. to discourage him in l 3

Fany manner. And when the - | B

:’LETED.'_ : viien those per

,:l' sonally connected with him in the cn—;

) z =
b came  contagious and

tozether

tl they brought about the institution
which has grown to its present pro-
.ace said - portions, - ' w ¢ g
sreefrient on%® © The same warlk ‘was gone throuch
y- into the¥ when the  subject of better lighting of
practicallyy the city was brought up. Tt was Judge
vo unimpor-g Thayer Wwo “proposed. it.«it - was. he
- seti‘lcd, 1ty who 'pj[(lJt.{%tQ' the bark safely through
on “no dif-® never “tirlnfg ‘nor relaxing ‘untdl the
- 2 i project was a reality. » o
18 ballaved -’I‘he_ High bridge is another child
al to.be se.& ©! Judge Thayer's t_brain and if ‘we
fomer who# were to t,a.!w the files of his' edilo
i g: rials on this subject, .we believe he
orth -sed in-g /¢ written  miles in support of o
h-the con-
etween Rus-

r “vomd a;ir'srg
n

$ highway or an inlet to Ciinton for the

: farmers of Whiteside ‘county. Time
I be Gormani@ after time bridge committees were
‘ . formed, met and adjourned, grew

cold 1 applause, and weie only awak-

TROIT.

encd by the spirit of improvenment so

‘much a part of the judge's makeap,

and Bister® His was a Iabor of love and every -
Hist thing for the good of Clinton, her
5 manufactures, her business, was on-

tered into with a vim and push avhieh

2 mpde {t'go. No obstacle. was  ton
¢ “loward,Mpreat  for him' to surmount. . No
t w1l Fort® nessimist powerful Lcnough to thriw
nid Instantl; g a ‘shade - ovor . his optomlistic naturo.

Arthur, agud®

With him ft was Clinton  and the |
wan hnd his

gtate of Town and T venture to Hay |
thero 18 not u man today In our proeat |
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56 times for Stephen A. Douglas for | man in
candldate as president.” Tae conven- | In loca
tion without seleeting a ecandidate ad- | directio
jonrned to Baltimore, where on the [tive in
first ballot Judge vouglny waz p'-ced [ the mat
in nomination. In 1862 Jude T aver~n ear
was the democeratie can' .o ror con- | railroad

gress but was defeated o Hiram “'~lee.
During his residence  ta Museatine,
Judge Thayer was engaged in the
pewspaper bushness and In 1868y he
moved to Clinton, whera he ostablish-
e the Aze, which paper he had sinee
continued to edit und manage, e at
once ok o promiunent part in adyvoeat-
g th - conntrnction o ratlronds, was
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Rpaper in some small deagree,
$az0 he ‘was Yaken seviously
j3ince then his decline had been rapid.
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mueh a part of the Judge's makenp,
His was a labor of love and every-
thing for the goud of Clinfon, hir

manufactures, _her husiness, wad on-

tered into with a vim and -push avhienh !

made it-go. No obstacle: was ton
Erecat for him  to surmount. . INO
nessimist powerful enough to thréw
a 'shade over .his optomistic nature.
With him it wa§y Clinton - and
state ‘of Towa and T ve '
there 1s mot a man today
ftate who has personally. and unaid-

% ed done more for Jer pubiic enter-
pprises and interests than he whom we
s AT now called ‘upon to mourn.:

The illvess” which resulted ‘today in

& Judge Thayer's death dafes hack abhont
Ela. year.™ TLact

winter  he  went ..in
rn California. in the hope’ that
halmy air of the - semi-{froples
the healtht and vitality
ehbing rapidly,
mmprovement  resulted, ‘and  the
jwidze eame home appatently . mueh
benefitted. RBuat since his return ho»

though he continmed (o write fpr his
A wenlk
ill, -and

The news of his death today did ot
occasion surprice on the. part or thoece

¢ ‘vho were familiar .with his econdition.

i, far as l%lt was known_that Mr. Thayer eould

Dead.” .

southern$ Biographica) Sketch. in St. Louis, takinz an active part in
wnk of pri-M Judge Thaver was born at Windham, | $eCiring the nominatiod of S, J. Til-
mneral, H ¥@Maine. November 27, 1832, s tather (den.  In IS84 - he  was ‘(‘]t‘,cl(‘l]
> - . H I IR Al I LT L) 51 -

hree terms¢ I'1do Thayer was born in Braintree delesat at  lage t.n the na
honor and& Massachusetts fn 1796, and his mother, | tional - democratie convention  held
- whose maiden namae was Rhoda Penni. ! at Chicazo, was seleeted "as the Towa

" - Mman was.born at-Windsor.- Vermont, |member of the platform committee and

+ § the same year. Tor many years hn at- | performed valuahle service in formu-

as n.mf

y lionesgeqS
a
2d by King;
e rresident §
> > Mon-j
r%pD:!'t :jin'q

g2 1ot long battle with the.ravazes of the
% disease of which he had Leen a suffor-
g or fOr so many months,” :

Gen. - Jesse}
Q wife and three daushters, Mrs. Milo J.
% John,
‘en. Flnley#i Thayer, all of this eity.
$ services will be held Thursday.
& 1our has not been announced.,”

- Judge . Thayer is survived by his

Nellie - “and

The funeral

and MNisaes

® tonded” tha distriet «ohools at’, Orono
i state of Malpe, gradnating from the

Ifast Corinth Academy in 1850, That

Jutirpeere Ly paniinore, o winere o1 v
first ballot Judge Douglas wae pl.ced

in nomination. In 1862 iude T ivor
was the demoeratie can'’: e for 2on-
aresg but was defeated ' Hiram "o,
During his residence a1 AMuseatine,
| Judge Thayer was engaged in the
newspaper business and in 1868 he

in our great |

A tr‘nmrlr-|

the | continued to edit and manage.
nture to say lonee ook a prominent part in advocat-

I
5
|

May | which

moved to Clinton, where he establish-
ed the Aze, which paper he had since
He at

ing th» construetion o railroads, was
Hrecior In several railroad companies,
presiden Lof the Towa  Southwe:stern
road, huilding a portion of that road
and then eperating it. e had been ac-
tive throvgh hig paper in urging capi-
tal to esranlich mannfactures in lowa,
had bheen a leader i championing the

cduentional interosts of the state, a
persistont advoeare of econd roadws. his
work in that direction running through
a period of twenry vears, He had made
the best sngar Industry a study. bo-
rinnig the agitation of that sybjeet
in 1873 and from time to time publish-
ing a vast amount of valuable informa-
tion waich had m@eh to do with the
establishment of heet suzar -factories
in tliis country. . ; : .

In 1875 . Judze: Thaver was elected
a member of tha lower house of the
general as=embly of Towa, and the fol-
lowing year he was anpointed hy Gov.

Kirkwood, a trustee or the state nor-

mal school, assistineg 1n the establish-
ing’ of that insritution, holding the of-
fice of president of the board tor sev-
eral years, resdening in 1885 to-accopt
the coffice of postmaster  of Clinton,
unsoliefted, was tendered him
by Prosident Cleveland. In 1876 "he

The | was chosen a delegate to the démo-

criatic rational convention which met

lating the tariff planik.
jesides his active advoeaey of goad

freads in the Daily Age, he inaugurated
year h~ strted. tor Portland, Orezon, ' a movement for a cood roads conven-
although at that time Greeley had nht-.iion’nwlﬁn'h;;mét;at;.l)em Moines in Ang-
given the young men ¢hat excellent aJ- ust, 1892, .Thi§ was.on¢ of the I_nrgos!
vica “to biy a Hoéa press and go.West" Lassembllas outside of political gather-

mr :London.gg At Albany he todk passage on a canald tngs ever held in the state, every coun-

) VOyage.y v

L}

boat for Buffalo, thence by_lake boat [ty and nearly every ecity
to Cleveland, where he was talen sick, | sending delegates.
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chairman of the convention, making
an address upon the subjeet of good
roads, and subsequently, when the poer-
manent organization known as  the
“lowa Road Improvement Association”
was corganized, he was  clected the
prosident, which ]n%ltlon e, lwlrl for a
number of years.

In October, 75\}?12, the fir<t natfonal
convention to consider the subject of
zocd roads met in musie hall, Chieagzo.
This convention was presidet over by
Jglge Trayver, and subsequently when
the "natlonal league of good roads_4ag
formed, he was made chairman of the

excculive committee.  In  Jannary,
1893, - ae  addressed the lowa
Banlkers’ associat’on at their
mecting, taking for ~ his - subjecct:
‘GGood roads, and how hey

affect our financial condition.” In Qec-
tober, 1893, he delivered two addresses
in Chicago. one before the American
Bankers' assooiation at their meeting,
being asigned the subject, “The con-
struction of good roads as a matter of
finance,” and the other before the
“Good Roads Congress of the Wmld's
Coiumbia IZxpaesition,” his topic heing,
“A New Departure.

In 1880 he was appointed hy Gover-
nor Gear of Towa, membor of the Mig-
sissippi River States commission, talk-
ing a prominent part in the annual
mectings which were held in New Or-
iecans, Moempais, St. Louis, and  St.

Panl. This committee consisted of anoe
member from each state bordering on
the Aississinppi river. It served the

public many vears and until congrons
rocognized the importanee of its work
hy providing for the existing national
commission. .

[For almost half  a centary
Thayers had heen a tamiliar face in
cemoceralieo stare conventions., Ile nad
often been placed on the committee on
recolutions and prestded over t(he
deliberations of the convention of 1861
held at Des Moines,

Judeo

LB

In January 1302 the  demoeratie
members of the lowa genernl assem

bly voted unanimously for Judee Thay
er for the oflice of United States soni
tor.”

IFor goveral years he was a8 membeor
of the school board of the elty of Clin.

ton snd for twenty-flve yvears n ovestry.
“\.

»

" Source: lowa Terrltorlal and State Leglslators Collection compiled by volunteers a

1o send flowers,

year\ was rcctor of St. John's Epls-
copal church,
Friends are

k!n_d_ly_ req&_lested not

We take the following from thef
Sioux City Journal, written somef
months ‘ago when the judge contem-
plated retiring from active work:
JUDGE THAYER AND HIS WORK.
aJudge Edward H. Thayer, for half
a century a leader in the democratice
party in this state, In 1868 removed
from Muscatine to Clinton, w.ere he @
established the Clinton Age, with @
which newspaper "he has ever since b
been connected. For some time past g
his health has been such that he
could give little personal attention [
to.the newspaper.

From the time sudge Thayer open- :
€uw a law office in Muscatine he hasE
been prominent in lowa democratic 8
oplitics. For many ¥ ars the ‘party &
advanced him for its honcrs. He ren- 3

dered Taithtul service in every place § 3
to which he was callea. .. 1876 he § Sat
was appointed by Gov. Kirkwood a Ru
member of the board of trustees of _b“"
the State Normal scnool at Cedar [@the
FFalls, and he served in that relation, & Dot
part of the time as president of the & or
hoard, with great acceptablity. He al- ¥fiel
so had much service unaer appoint- B ]
ment in other non-political offees, dten
carrying a measure of honor and nof L':
pay. ITe wounld have gope to coONngress l‘
from the Second district if the dem- BV
ocrats had the strength to send him, B¢
and he did serve his county in the fif S€l
legislature.  He was long a standby [ chi
for delegate to demoeratic conven- [ of
tlons, and in this relation he attain- 1 Mu
ed promirence in {he national coun- 9 oc
sels of his party, Following his clee- & lac
tion in TR Mr. Clevelant made him & op
postmaster at (linton. '31'
In ISS4 Tudee Thayver was a member B :
of the committes an  resolutions 1n St'r
the national conventlon at Chiecaeao, G the
e is said to have written the tarif eft
plank of that year. Tt (s interestinz 8oc
o0 turn to that platform for an esti- L sia
mate of the author. “Knowing full % raf
well” it was said, “that lepislation E1Ja
affecting the  onerations  of the peo-§ |
ple should be ecautlous and: conserya- § the
tive in method, not in advanee oI o
miblie opin.on, hat responsive to- s & rIv
demands. the  demoeratie paviy g & 0
Pledoed to vevige the tarif iy a aplelt 3
of falrness to all interests ™ 14 de- Kol
taff alithe [State istorics) Focjeiyof [qya Likrary, Pes Moines, I9%a. 1

taxes, it 15 not proaposed o Infure nny } bu
P 't b ) . " ; o



tephen A, Douglas for
resident.” Tae conven-
leeting a eandidate ad-
timore, where on the
s0 vouglns was p'ieed

I* 862 fude T ayor
0 canl e fo one
ofeated | Tliram ' lew.
dence 1 ATuscatine,
was engaged in the
ness and in 1868 he

m, whera he ostablish-
ieh paper he had sinee
it and manage. Hoe al
minent part in advoeat-
clion o railroads, was
ral railroad companies,
¢ Town  Soutawestern
1 partion of that road
myg it, e had been ac-
<« paper in urging capi-
mannfaectures in lowi,
‘or 1 championing the
rostg of the state, a
e of eocd roady, his

seiion ruening through | fael the loss of o true and steadfast

ity yvears, He had made
industry a study. he-
dation of tihat syhjeet
n time to time publish-
mnt of valuable informa-
m>»eh to do with the
f 7 ot snzar -factories
Thaver was elected
he lower house of the
'y of lowa, and the fol-
wag nnpointed by Gov.
nstee of the state nor-
istine 1n the establish-
itntion, holding the of-
t of the board 1tor gev-
ning in 1885 to aceopt
ngtmaster  of Clinton,
o, was tendered aim
develrmd.  In 1876 he
delegate to the démo-
convention whieh met
Jeine an active part in
omination of 8. . Til-
1 he was clocted
lasueoe to the na-
atle  convention held
% selerted tas the Towa
)1 it form commttee and
1able serviee In formu-
ff plank.
wetive advoeaey of good
lily Age, he Inaugurated
i oo roads conven-
8y 2Jes. Moines | in Aug-
{ was.one of t]m largest
gide of political gather-
in the stale, every coun-
every clty and town

3

atessourceibwa Yetritorigil el Stdte Leglslla{l)‘r.s th‘)flectl\c!ni gc!llrﬂa‘l} :i‘ ’bl}/lj e

voluntesz‘rs and sﬁg ei {hL

cevery way and his
+ has

L~ LN S L A

man in St John's Episcopal church. |
In local matters, e Age, uiludl tae |
direction of its editor, has been ace- |
yve in advociting and nreing forward |
tho material intorosgtn of the ey, A
~n early day, realizing the faet tnm
1eilroads were essentlal to the growth
1 oasperity and welfare of the state
thie Age zealpusly and untiringly, not
only advocated gridironing the state
with railroads, but {IiS(?(.lliIl[.l'n:'i'nt'l.-(.1.
and condemned the spirit of antagzon-
fam toward rallroads whieh at times
prevailea- on the part of some of thu|
law-malkers,

l

Those of us who have heen close (o
Judge Thaver in his employ or on al
hasis of friendship have found in him |
a true friend. A man with a large
heart, tender nature as that of a f}:l-t
ther to his children and one whose |
memory will  ever "he kept green!
among them all. Only good can be
safld of Judge Thayer by those of us!
who knew him best and we .deeply

We know that though his dife has|
been a busy one, the end has come. |
Flis pen is stillea with us forever but
the example set will live long after
an wnpmen.y  have rrumb.ed to o dust
He was 2 man who worked to the
last and did not rust out and the
matier on his page this morning is
thy last he will ever place vefore his
readers,  He worked almost up tod
the last moment, laid down s pen
and closed the chapter.

As a christian he was consistent in
hig fatherly heart
opened 1o more of the needy
than the public knows. A..l his warm
right hand, unknown to s left, has
brightened more homes wnan a few.
Such was Judge Thayer, his example
was the man of sorrows and his life
{0 far as wumanity can follow was
patterencd alter Him wno said, “In-

as mueh as ye did 1t unto the ]I‘Ii',-‘«f.!
of these my ottle ones, ye did it also |
unto me.”

His e work .« done and he can
{rily exclaim with the zreat apostle,
1 have fonght a good fight, 1 nave
ept the faith.” -

et us rather than maourn trust the

loving Father Who has  called  him
home and say Thy will Le done.

Hall and farewell frien. and coun
sellor, rest in peace.

The [uneral will be held from the
residence, 115 Seventh avenue at 10
o'vloek Thursday morning, The ser-
vices will be conducted by Rev, Jas. |

who for 20

H uf [T

| of adollar u pward,

cdistricet.

SEMA L 2 e R LSRR B R RR RS LTS ;-_ L
Haprapge checks are '3“:;
also duplicated as  attachments for§:
chaing and fobg. Your cholee of nnm-[i \
inees may be had efther {n relief letter-p
Ing or engraved, Mapufaecturers of noy-
elty notions nre working overtime now-
adays turning out specfalties emblemat-
fo of the campaign., Among the latest
introductions {s a minfature reproduc-
tion of the white house key, to be worn o
Con watch chain. This ereation is offered .4‘.
in a wide assortment of metals, The, .
aluminum article retajls at a dime, ?

GRAPEVINES  IN HUNGARYd

American Growth Proving the Sal-
vation of the Tokny Acrticle,
Says Recent Visitor,

L

A

WMF’\‘»

“American grape vines are proxinr;
the salvation of the Tokay grape,’ sald
Julius Lando to a Milwaulce Senhuf-l
man. He had just returned from Hun-

. pary, where the Tokay grape is grown.

tinued, “and in an incredibly short time
had devastated every vinevard in the
American shoots were experi-£;
mented with and it was found that the
louse.refused to touch them, they being

immune from its ravages. After these

|

shoots had grown the first year, shoots
and these allowed to grow another vear. '2

“In the early '90s a vine louse made its
appearance in the Tokay fields,” he con-

of the Tokay plant were grafted on them

tThe third spring they were cut down

and wound aho the root stem of the

' American plant, and allowed to shoot

forth another year, But it was not until

the fourth ycar thit an attempt waspg
made to garner a harvest."”

Nancy Leiter to Wed.

New York, Nov. 7.—Tt Is reported in
A World dispateh from lLondon that
Miss Nancy Leiter; danghter of the
late Chic:\go-milliuuairv. Levi Z. Leit-
er, will bo married shortly  to Cant.
Colin Campbell, aidejde-camp to Lord ¢
Curzon. The ceremony is o\p{.ctod to
take place in about three weeks.
Two Xilled in Collision.
Roanoke, Va.,, Nov. T.—A Norfolk &
Western freight train west-bound from
Roanoke, ran into a derailing switeh
near Radford at an early hour Sunday
and was wrecked. The engine turned
over on Engineer E. . Lynch, of Ro-
anoke, and Firemay 11. L. Kipps, ol
Blacksburg, killing &)oth of them.

State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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=hivrn
Javenport.
They have the sympathw of all in |

their sOrrow.
| The funeral will be held this after-

dallua ars AN SN 2 st

=~ sy

Pt
i

|

‘nm\n 2 o'clock at St Irenaeus
rhmoh.
|
' OBITUARY.
servicea of the late

Calvin H. Bingham will be held at
2.40) YWednesday afternoon and .will
‘he in charge of Gen. N. b. Baker ‘post
G A R )

Services will be conducted, at. the
first Baptist church, Rev. J. F. %an
Jderg officiating. : i
i The- doovaxod Was born at melk
!hur,. N. Y.. and was 75 ‘\(V\t‘\ nf 214 o
He came to lowa about forty years
,aﬁ 5 locan'n" at Anamosa, where he
[mMe his~ residénce for about thirty
vears, when ue moved to Clmton. and
over since has made his home ifi this
eIty 3

Mr. Bingham

i The funeral
b
| =
[ &

‘was well known

throughout the city. and the news of
his death will bring a pang of sorrow

to all friends. He was a veteran of
the civil war, having served with cre:i-
it in a California regiment.

The deceased is survived, bhesides
his wife, by four sous and one daugh-
ter: Ralph, Charles Frank and Misz
Bertha Bingham, of Clinton and Fred
Bingham of Cdmachel, E

Held Yesterday.

The funeral services of the late
Mrs. John Raymond, whose death oc-
cnred Sunday afternoon from ihe fam-
ily home, 529 Camanche, at- 2:30
o’clock followed by interment at the
Qprinuiaio cemetery,

Mrs. Haymond was a danghter of
J. C. Young, onc cf Clinton's pionecer
residents. . She was bhorn in 1837 at
Syracuse, N. Y., and was a resident of
Clinton for the past thirty-five: years.
The deceased is survived besides her
‘laughter  an@ two
Ringson, of tals

one
Jennie

hushand by

sony, Mrs,

and Jo:n (. Raymond, of Monte-

AMoxlien

I vavys v

. ;- .
LS -

StUrYei 1o FhritdHal aRdiEYats Lgéiglato%rCo‘hé&Isﬁ’ Qc%;li'led {)Y

‘utn\\'n,

| " One _roport, Ltm.l the boat will not
freturn (o Tun bLedweon' Davenport and
Clinton next year has been refuted by

tively that the Winona will be back
earl\' next spring and will run in her

gular trade’out of Davenport. It has
inm. er been the desire of the company
to send her south for the future and
th company is at a "loss to understand
where such a report originated. )

- -

%]

P

m:’\
- Judge Thayers F—'uncral., T
The tuneral ¢ } the_lage. Tm'"n J’n}f
L:Tlia}‘el will i beg tht_k fromh.rhp

denea FF E!bve’nl‘:l‘r AT 4 mb 10
oc‘TQCh 'T‘hursda\ mﬁ?%mg.\:‘? & ser-
vices “will_ be . chntfictad. b\,:‘f‘le Tev,
James Trimb ‘UFM’fnnea.uGl is. who for
twenty Years was Rectnr of  St: -kmn s
Episcopal “church. : Qer\icm-wsll be
followed by\imermem in : Qpr'muiale
cemeter¥d [ JIEE WIT o4 At
_Friends are kindly roanatod not to
send flowers, )

__LOCAL NEWS.
_1 R. 'Poﬂer let't Ia*t evening far a

vistt-at- Sto- Lowisy - — —
-'\-.

s Visiting hl [hemm' ‘.-" ;‘
J. Baer is up from [‘a\ énport for a
SLOTL stay in‘this eity. :

LR Qhﬂtiﬂ&leﬁ t.hs«ur*wmn" rnf an
exiended trip throvzgh the Hast,

Charlie Myers and Earl Granger are
raking in the fair at St. Louis.

L 5

\

1 visit at the St, T.ouls expesition,
J. L. Clark has returned - fyom
weok's visit at the St. Louis expos<izian
Miss \lwo Ward left vesterday toy
visit with {rieudq
Chicago.
Mliss F‘oqmr Is h—wk L’mm a pleasa

and wlatdy s i,

ey

visit with friends -and  telatives o
Davénport.

Mrs. High and danghter Dessle, of
volunteers and staff at

orrismm v ‘1 Lo heer

vestepday.

gust  Qualinal
Hickey., These
geolytes and  ail

L J . - . s
the company ot‘l‘.clals_‘,who state posi-ipants In the sery

this diocese. AV
Arc}tbi:&hgp Jol

Dubugue, la.. pr

R. Benmn of Y&aqnmbmn.-[} C..

Miss Alice Hallow lett yesterday for.

-
et

| rer
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these eight and
Following ttums.
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CLINTON COUNTY, [OWA,

I CONTAINING
Full Page Portraits and Biographical Sketches of Prominent
{ and Representative Citizens of the County,

TOGETHER WITH

i PORTRAITS AND BIOGRAPHIES OF ALL- THE GOVERNORS OF IOWA, AND ||
' 'OF THE .PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES.

Also Containing a History of the County from its Earliest Settlement
Up to the Present Time.

CHICAGO:
CHAPMAN BROTHERS,

v  § W rKizEll o
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d wlvancing the loenl interests of Clinton,

3 also hronght to Clinton the Chicago,
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CLINTON COUNTY
Jdulis, the thivd daughter, married Renben Conry: | seeuring the Clinton water-works system, and  for
she is decensed, and Steven diced also, several years was Seevetary of the company. o
Mroand Mres, Bentley lave spent aonseful and | 1875 he was elected a member of the Tower house

¢ companionable life together, aud celebrated  their

fifticth anniversary with friends and ehildren gath-
ered abont, not long sinee,  Many valuahle pres-
ents were hestowed upon them, each heing the re-
cipient of gold-howed spectacles. Not only were
the gifts from friends and neighbors aeceptable, as
serving to show the spivit and feeling towsed them,
but the tender memories of a half centiry were the
noblest andd truest spivit that pervicded their sar-
vey of the past

TR e T 4

CDWARD L THAYER, editor of the Clinton

alyes owas horn o Windlion, Me,, Now,
— 27, 153325 came to Cleveland, Ohlio. in
May, 15500 read law in that eity, and in the fall of

RS2 was admitted to preactice inoall the conrts of
that State,  In May, 1833, he came to Muoseatine,
Fown, and that =ame month was admitted to the
practice of low in the disteict courts of the State,
sl s few months later wis admitted to practice in
the Supreme Court,

I 1845 Mr. Thayer was elected, on the Demo-
eratic ticket, Prosecuting Attorney of Musentine

Connty, the opposing eandidate heing on the Know-
Nothing ticket.  1le was eleeted Judge of Musea-
tine County in 1837, amd re<clected in 1859, In
1RGO he was oo delerate to the Demoeratie National

3 Convention, held 18 Charvleston and Baltimore, and

as =neh delegate voted fifty-seven times for Stephen
AL Donglas as candidate for the Presidency.

In 1861 My, Thayer established the Museatine
Daily Cowrier, and in Jdune, 1865, moved to Clin-
ton, Towa, and commenced the publication of the
Clinton clyey which paper he has continned to edit
and pubilish to the present time, “Through the L lge
std personally he has taken a conspicnons part in
e was
Inrgely instramental in the removal of the county

3 seat to that city, heing Chairman of the committee
g on removal, and was active in the organization of

the Midland Railroad Company. e also originnted
the so-culled Southwestern Railroad project, a road
now operated from Clinton via Towa Uity to the
What Cheer coal ficlds: the building of that road
Burlington &
Quiney Railroad.

In 157G Mr. Thayer was appointed Receiver of
the Southwestern road, and Receiver he built
the sroad from a junction with the Burlington,
Cedar Rapids & Novthern Railroad 1o Towa City.
He was an indnstrions and energetic in

HE

worker

B T e ru s rrllhu'r.uuxxﬁ.n

CSepts 20 1840, who married Miss Sidsel M.

of the Sixteenth General Assembly,and the follow-
ing year was appointed by Gov, Kirkwoold a Di-
rector of the State Normal Sehool, Toeated wt Cedar
FFalls, which school he assisted to ovgnuize; for ten
years he served as Director, aned for four yenrs wis
President of the Board. In 1876 he was adele wrale to
the Demoeratic National Convention, held st Saint
Louis, and took an active part in the nomination of
Samuel 1 Tilden for the Presideney. I 15510 he was

cleeted a Delegate-nt-Lavge to the Denoeratie Nu-
tional Convention at Chicawo, sl naed his intlo-
ence in fuvor of the pomination of Grover Cleve-

lanedy anuel was the Towa member of the
that frnmed the Demoeratie
that year,

In September, 1835, My, Thayer was appointed,
by President Clevelind,  Postmaster of  Clinton,
entering npon the doties of the ofliee on the
Mureh tollowine.,

On the 15th of Octaluer,
merried 1o Miss Delin 1. Payne,
N.YL the issue of that union heine
ters—Nellie, Mande and Mav,

The history of Mr. Thayer preseuts the record of
anexceptionally husy lifte. the vesult of an
mind and energetio disposition, and he s always
diseharged the duties assigned to lim
lidence of his  fellow-citizens with
lidelity,

conmittes
National Phitform of

1545, My,
ol Fesex County,

three dangh-

by the con-
eredit and

e e D Db e IEe I

ANS P CHRISTENSEN isa general farmer

VTN A00 Hrookticld

| ) residing on section
e was born in Demmnark,

Town-
4 ship. Nowv, 25,
1856, and s the son of Ole aml  Joger
(l'leﬂvrlt‘kurm] Christensen, hoth horn and reared

in Denmark. e received a practical farm eduea-

tion in this country, and was by profession a ear- |

penter. Both of these oceupations he followed, and
wlso is nomusician of no mean ability and g tele-
graph operator.  The father of Me, Christensen
was horn Feh, 8, 1520, and his mother July 11,
1819, They came to Amerien in PSGH, aned Tandded
at Castle Garden, N Y., May 5. They almost im-
mediately emigrated West and purchased eighty
aeres of land of John Twist, This was nearly all
unenltivated and unproduetive until improved sl
enltivated hy its owner.

Mr. Ole Christensen has three ehildven living and
one decensed,  They ave as follons: Jdens 125, horn
Nivlsen,
at the nge of four years,

Ilis twin Drother died

_,_n..-‘-=_=,"-,-,L"J__.. 4
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CLINTON COUNTY,

[OWA. 1
|
|

ILLIT. USTRATED.

The people that take no pride in the noble achievements of remote ancestors will never achieve

anything worthy to be remembered with pride by remote generations.””—MACAULAY. |

CHICAGO: | BV E Fomve &
THE S. ]. CLARKE PUBLISHING COMPANY. e EE
1901

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



THE BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD. 17

pends entirely upon individual ability, Dr.
Fairchild has won distinction and to-day is
one of the most prominent representatives
of his chosen calling in this state. Endowed
by mature with strong mentality, he has
closely applied himself to the mastery of the
principles of medical science and has carried
his investigations far and wide mto the
realms of medical knowledge, not only fol-
lowing the leadershap of others but leading
in the advarce movement that has brought
new .truths and principles to light, proving
of great value in the healing art.

JUDGE EDWARD H. THAYER,

LEditor and one of the proprietors of the
Clinton (Iowa) Morning Age, was born at
Windham, Maine, November 27, 1832.
His father, Ludo Thayer, was born in
Braintree, Massachusetts, in 1796, and his
mother, whose maiden name was Rhoda
Penniman, was born in Windsor, Vermont,
the same year. For many vyears he at-
tended the district schools at Orono, state
of Maine, graduating from the East Cor-
inth Academy in 1850. That year he
started for Portland, Oregon, although at
that time Greeley had not given the young
mem that excellent advice “to buy a Hoe
Press and go West.” At Albany he took
Passage om a canal boat for Buffalo, thence
by lake boat to Cleveland, where he was
‘faken sick, preventing his continuing his
Journey.

He remained in Cleveland three years
teading law in the office of Bolton, Kelley
ffc Griswold, attending lectures of the med-
lcal college and doing local work on the
Heral(_:l and Plain Dealer, newspapers of
that city. While in Cleveland, the subject

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, low

of this sketch learned shorthand writing,
being one of the very few persons in the
country who at that time was able to report
speeches verbatim. In the political cam-
paign of 1832 he reported speeches made
by Stephen A. Douglas, Lewis Cass, Hor-
ace Greeley, Sam Houston and other dis
tinguished gentlemen. He reported the
speech of General Scott which was made
in that city, in which occurred the noted
phases “sweet German accent” and ‘“‘rich
Irish brogue.” He accompanied the party
that escorted General Scott to the Blue Lick
Springs, reporting the speeches made on the
route of that celebrated chieftain. He also
reported several speeches made by Louis
Kossuth, the Hungarian patriot.

In the spring of 1853 Mr. Thayer was
admitted to the bar, passing the very thor-
ough examination at that time made im-
perative by law, his certificate authorizing
him to practice his profession in all the
courts of the state. In May of that year he
started further West, spending a week or
two in Chicago. By railroad he went to
Freeport, Illinois, thence by stage to Sa-
vannah, and down the river by boat to Mus-
catine, Iowa, where he commenced the prac-
tice of law. In 1854 he was elected county
attorney on the Democratic ticket. In 1856
he was elected county judge of Muscatine
county, and re-elected in 1858, both times
as a Democrat. In 1858 he married Miss
Delia E. Payne, of Westport, New York,
who during their 43 years of married life
has been his most valuable helpmate. The
fruits of this marriage were three daugh-
ters, all now residing in Clinton. In 1860
he was elected by the Democratic state con-
vention as a delegate to the Charleston con-
vention, being made the Iowa member of
the committee on permanent organization,
before which committee the first contest was
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made between the Douglas and Brecken-
ridge factions. In that convention Judge
Thayer voted fifty-six times for Stephen
A. Douglas for candidate as president.
The conve=ztion without selecting a candi-
date adjourned to Baltimore, where on the
first ballot Judge Douglas was placed in
nomination. In 186z Judge Thayer was
the Democratic candidate for congress, but
was defeated by Hiram Price. During
his residence m Musatine, Judge Thayer
was engaged in the newspaper business, and
in 1868 he moved to Clinton, where he es-
tablished the Age, which paper he has siace
continued to edit and manage. He at once
took a prominent part in advocating the
corstruction of railroads, was director in
several railroad companies, president of the
TIowa Southwestern road, building a por-
tion of that road and then operating it. He
has been active through his paper in urging
capital to establish manufactures in Iowa,
has been a leader in championing the edu-
cational interests of the state, a persistent
advocate of good roads, his work in that
direction running through a period of
twenty years. He has made the beet sugar
industry a study, beginning the agitation of
th:t subject in 1873 and from time to time
publishing a vast amount of valuable infor-
mation which has had much to do with the
establishment of beet sugar factories in this
country, and he is now a firm believer in
the practicability of growing sugar Dbeets
and manufacturing beet sugar in Towa.

In 1875 Judge Thayer was eclected a
member of the lower house of the General
Assembly of Towa, and the following year
he was appointed by Governor Kirkwood, a
trustee of the state normal school, assisting
in the establishment of that institution,
holding the office of president of the board
for several years, resigning in 1885 to ac-

cept the office of postmaster of Clinton,
which unsolicited, was tendered him by
President Cleveland. In 1876 he was
chosen a delegate to the Democratic na-
tional convention which met in St. Louis,
taking an active part in securing the nomi-
nation of Samuel J. Tilden. In 1884 he
was elected delegate at large to the Demo-
cratic national convention held at Chicago.
was selected as the Iowa member of the
platform committee and performed valuable
service in formulating the tariff plank.

Besides his active advocacy of good
roads in the Daily Age he inaugurated &
movement for a good roads convention,
which met at Des Moines in August, 1892.
‘This was one of the largest assemblies, out-
side of political gatherings, ever held in the
state, every county and nearly every citv
and town sending delegates. He was
elected chairman of the conveution, making
an address upon the subject of good roads.
and subsequently, when the permanent or-
ganization known as the “Jowa Road Im-
provement Association” was organized, he
was elected the president, which position he
held for a nuymber of years.

In October, 1892, the first national con-
vention to consider the subject of good
roads met in Music Hall, Chicago. This
convention was presided over by Judge
Thayer, and subsequently when the national
league of good roads was organized, he was
made chairman of the executive committee,
office he now holds. In January,
1893, he read a paper on “gnnd roads™ be-
fore a convention of the National League
for Good Roads, held at Washington, D. C.
In May, 1893, he addressed the Towa Bank-
ers’ Association at their annual meeting,
taking for his subject “Gool Roads and
how they affect our financial condition.”
In October, 1893, he delivered two ad-

which

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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dresses in Chicago; one before the Ameri-
can Bankers’ Association, at their annual
meeting, being assigned the subject, “The
construction of good roads as a matter of
finance,” and the other before the "“Good
Roads Congress of the World s Columbian
Exposition,” his topic being “A New De-
parture.”

In 1880 he was appointed by Governor
Gear the Iowa member of the Mississippi
River States Commission, tazing a promi-
nent part in the annual meetings which
were held in New Orleans, Memphis, St.
Louis and St. Paul. This committee con-
sisted of one member from each state bor-
dering on the Mississippi river. Tt served
the public many years and until congress
recognized the importance of its work by
providing for the existing national com-
mission.

For alinost half a century Judge Thayer
has been a familiar face in Democratic state
conventions. He has often been placed on
the committees on resolutions and he pre-
sided over the deliberations of the conven-
tion of 1864 held at Des Moines.

For several vears he was a member of
the school board of the city of Clinton and
for twenty-five years a vestryman in St.
John's Episcopal church. In local matters
the Age, under the direction of its editor,
has been active in advocating and urging
forward the material interests of the city.
At an early day, realizing the fact that rail-
roads were essential to the growth, pros-
berity and welfare of the state, the Age
zc*}]‘f"-‘ﬂ)’ and untiringly, not only advocated
gridironing the state with railroads, but dis-
°°“mt’:nz_1ncetl and condemned the spirit of
antagonism toward railroads which at times

Prevailed on: the part of some of the people
and some of the law makers.

J. ALEXANDER SMITH.

Prominent among the successful agri-
culturists of Clinton county is J. Alexander
Smith, who now makes his home in DeWitt.
He was born in Morgan county, Ohio, Sep-
tember 18, 1835, and is a worthy represent-
ative of one of the pioneer families of that
state, being a grandson of John I. Smith,
who was one of the first settlers of Belmont
county and later made his home in Morgan
county.

Our subject's father, William Smith,
was also a native of the Buckeye state, and
spent his early life in Morgan county, where
in the nmudst of the dense forest he cleared
and improved a farm. He married Miss
Saralh Beai, who was born in Harrison
county, Olito, and was a daughter of Asa
Beal, also an early settler of that state, liv-
ing first in Harrison and later in Morgan
counties. She died i 1848 and he subse-
quently married again, and had children by
both unions. He continued to reside in his
native state until 1863, when he removed to
Clinton county, Iowa, and purchased a farm
in DeWitt township, where he made his
home for some years, but his last days were
spent in the village of DeWitt, where he
passed away July 14, 1899, at the ripe old
age of eighty-six years. Iis second wife
still survives im.

Mr. Smiith, of this review, who is one of
the childrei born of the first marriage, grew
to manhonod in the county of his nativity
and acquired his education in its common
schools. He remained with his father until
twenty-two years of age, and was then mar-
ried in Morgan county, November 13, 1856,
to Miss Ursula Mummey, also a native of
that county, and a daughter of Joshua
Mummey, who was a soldier in the war of

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowas
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EDWARD H. THAYER. journaliizt. was horn in Windham, Maine,
November 27, 1882, He gradwated at BEast Corinth Academy in 1850 and
came to Cleveland, Ohio. where he attended medical lectures and paid his
way by work on the daily papers. He read law and in the spring of
18:';3 was admitted to the bar. Comimg to lown he located at Muscatine
and began the practice of his professbon and served four years as county
attorney. 1In 1860 he was a dellegate fmom fowa to the Democratie National
Convention a2t Charieston whieh nomimated Stephen A. Douglas for Presi-
dent. In 1862 Juduwe Thaver was the Demoeratic candidate for Congress
in the Second Distriet against Hiram DPrice. but was defeated. While in
Muscatine -1

» Thaver acquired a taste for newspaper work and remov-
ing to Clinton in 1868 established the Clinton Age, which socn became one
of the ablest Demecratic jourmals in eastern Towa. In 1873 Judge Thayer
was elected Hepre-emtative im the Hlouse of the Sixteenth General As-
mbly and in the following year wns appointed by Governor Kirkwoordl
trustee of the State Normal Sehool whiere he served several years as presi-
dent of the Loard. In 1S76 he was a delegate to the National Democratic
Convention and an carnest supporter oof the nomination of Samuel J. Tildea
for President. 1n 1880 he wa=s the Iewa member of the Mississippi River
States Commission amd took an active part in the work of that body. In
1884 Judge Thaver was a delegate to the National Demoeratic Convention
at Chicago where he was the lowa member of the committee on resolu-
tions and author of the tariff planke in the platform. Tn 1885 he was
appointed postmi<ter at Climton hy President Cleveland. Judge Thayer
has been an active promoter of numserous railroads and was for a time
president of the Towa Southwestern Railroad Company. For nearly half
a century he has been one of the nzost influential leaders of the Demo-
tratie party in Towa. helping to formmlate its platforms and often pre-
siding over itz State Conventions.

LOT THOMAS was borm on the 17th of October, 1843, on a farm in
Fayette Countr. Pemnsylvania. He received a liberal education and in
1868 he came to lowa. He taught seliool near New Virginia. in Warren
CCUDU: and during the time procured hooks and bezan to read law. In
I870 he entered the Law Department of the State University. graduated
and was adwitted to the bar. He took up his residence at Storm Lake
ad entered upon the practice of law. In 1884 he was elected Judge of
the Fourteenth Jueicial Di=trict. serving by reélections until August,
1898, when he resigmed to scwept the Republican nomination for Congress
i the Eleventh Di-trict. 1lle was eleeted by a large majority and reélected
& the close of hi< first term.

JAMES K. . THOMPSON was born near Cary. Ohio, August 21,
1845, His edncation was carwfully gmided by his mother who was a promi-

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Socig
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signed, as stated. 'While he and Carskaddan were partners, they had a large and
very important practice, and both as a lawyer and judge, Richman displayed very
high qualities. His wife’s maiden name was Mary Berdine, from whom the son,
Irving B.. evidently takes his middle name. This son, as we have seen, became a
partner of his father, after the dissolution of the firm of Richman & Carskaddan.
The family mantle seemed to fall upon him, for he attained distinction as a lawyer,
legislator, public speaker and literateur. He served two terms in the State Legis-
lature, where he proved himself a fine debater; a Presidential elector in 1892, in
the course of which he made a notable canvass. As an author he has contributed
meritoriows articles to the Atlantic Monthly, The Political Science Quarterly, and
The Magazine of American History. To the domain of state history, he has given
us “John Brown in lowa,” “Mormonism in Iowa,” “The Spirit Lake Massacre,”
*The Indian Chiefs, Keokuk and Black Hawk,” “John Brown among the Quakers
and Other Sketches,” and additional publications. In 1893 he was appointed by
President Harrison, Consul General at St. Gall, Switzerland, succeeding Colonel
S. H. M. Byers. His subsequent history or whether he is still living, I am unable
to state.

The following is the sketch of Mr. Thayer, referred to in the letter of Judge
Carskaddan:

Hon. Edward H. Thayer was born at Windham, Maine, November 27, 1832,
and lived in his native State until 1850, when he came to Clewveland, Ohio, where
he remaimed about three years, engaged in studying law, and in newspaper work.
He settled at Muscatine, Iowa, in the spring of 1853, and began the practice of
the law. He soon after formed a co-partnership with J. Carskaddan, which con-
tinued until Mr, Thayer was elected County Judge of Muscatime Coumty. In 1854,
Mr. Thayer was elected Prosecuting Attorney of Muscatine County, and County
Judge in 1857, and was re-elected to the latter office in 1859,

At that time a county judge in lowa was literally king of the coumty, He was
Probate Judge, and was also clothed with all the power and amthority now vested
in the County Board of Supervisors. Mr. Thayer's sterling common sense and
good judgment enabled him to discharge the various and omerous duties of his
office witihh admirable skill and success. In politics he was a strenuous Democrat
and an ardent admirer and supporter of Stephen A. Douglas in the conflict
between the Douglas and Breckenridge factions of the party in the Charleston
Conventiom of 1860, to which he was a delegate from lowa. In 1862, he was the
Democratic candidate for Congress in his Congressional District, but failed of
election. :

During the latter part of the Civil War, and for a while afterwards, he edited
a Democratic paper at Muscatine, and in 1868, he removed to Clintom, Iowa, and
established the Clinton Age, which he soon made a leading Democratic newspaper
of Towa, amd which he managed and edited until his death in 1904.

Mr. Thayer was an earnest and efficient advocate of primciples, policies and
measures which his judgment approved. He was repeatedly called mpon by his
political associates to represent them in places of trust and honor. In 1875, he was
elected a member of the House of Representatives of Iowa, and was a delegate
to the National Democratic Convention at St. Louis in 1876, and in 1884 was a
delegate tom the Democratic National Convention at Chicago. In 1885, he was
appointed postmaster at Clinton. He was a great advocate of good roads, and
presided ower and addressed several conventions and meetings on that subject. He
assisted im establishing the State Normal School and was President of the Board
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several years. He was also, by appointment of the Republican Governor Gear, the
lowa Member of the Mississippi States Commission, and devoted much time and
labor to the work of that commission.

He was vestryman of St. John's Episcopal Church of Clinton for about thirty
years. In 1858, he was married to Miss Delia E. Payne, of Westport, New York,
whe is still liwing.

Mr. Thayer was a man who, in an eminent degree, had ‘“the courage of his
comvictions,"” and never hesitated to express his faith, whether it was or was not in
agreement with current popular thought.

Henry O'Connor and David C. Cloud.

Both of these men were Attorney-Generals of the State. David C. Cloud was
the first one after the creation of that office in 1853 and served for two terms, as did
Mr. O'Connor from 1866, when he was first elected.

Henry O"Connor was an Irishman, having been born in Dublin, Ireland, in
1820; he died at the Soldiers’ Home, Marshalltown, Iowa, in 1900. He gained
his early education at Tullow under private instructions from the Monks, who kept
a firee school. He came to this country when twenty years of age and learned the
tailor's trade in New York City, where he worked at it for several years. From
there he went to Cincinnati where he studied law while still working at his trade. He
was admitted to the bar there, and in 1849 came to Muscatine. His marked talents
and great brilliancy as an orator soon made him known throughout the State. He
was probably its most popular political orator, and the announcement that he was
to speak always drew a crowd to hear him. He was alike eloquent at the bar and
it was not long before he acquired an enviable general practice. He was originally
an anti-slavery Whig, and a Republican after the formation of that party. He
was a Presidential elector and supported General Winfield Scott for President in
1852. In 1856 he was again a candidate for President elector in the Fremont-
Buchanan Presidential campaign. In 1858 he was elected District Attorney for
his district and officiated in that capacity until the commencement of the Civil War.
He enlisted as a private in Company A, First Iowa Infantry. He participated in
the Battle of Wilson's Creek, where General Lyon was killed. In many of the
towns through which his regiment passed, receptions were given and the duty of re-
sponding to speeches of welcome was always placed upon *‘Private O'Connor.”
Upon the return of his regiment, he was appointed by Governor Kirkwood, Major
of the 35th Regiment of Iowa Infantry, in which he served until the close of the
wam.

I knew Major O'Connor intimately. We were much together. He became Attor-
ney-General of the State the year following that in which 1 became Reporter of the
Supreme Court. It was made our duty to attend its semi-annual sessions at Des
Moines, Davenport and Dubuque. In this wise we became closely associated. We
were always seated at the table with the judges. His presence was a perpetual
somrce of good feeling. He brimmed with the playful wit of his native land; his

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Socie
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Edward Hankinson Thayer Compact Disc #138 Pin #489650 Pedigree
Sex: M

Event(s)
Birth: 27 Nov 1832
Windham, ME
Death: 11 May 1904
Clinton, IA

Parents
Father: Lodovicus Thayer Disc#138 Pin #488999
Mother: Rhoda Penniman Disc #138 Pin #488996

Marriage(s)
Spouse: Delia Eliza Payne Disc #138 Pin #489651
Marriage:

Notes and Sources
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Sources: None

Submitter
Hollie Clare Atkinson Bevan
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D: 1867
14
Sarah Hutchinson
B: 1770
Uxbridge, Worchester,
— Massachusetts —
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Windsor, VT
15 ]
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Name: Edward H. THAYER

Sex: M

Title: Honorable

Birth: 27 NOV 1832 in Orone, VT

Death: in Tama City, IA

Occupation: Lawyer

Note: Server as Judge of the lowa Courts for 5 years.
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Marriage 1 Delia E. PAYNE b 25 JUN 1835 in Orono, VT
Married: 18 OCT 1858 in Orono, VT
Children

Nellie lowa THAYER b: 19 SEP 1859

Maud Eliza THAYER b: 15 JUL 1863

May Frances THAYER b: 22 NOV 1864
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Father: Lodovicus Thayer
Mother: Rhoda (Penniman) Thayer
Husband of: Delia Eliza (Payne) Thayer
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Sponsor Thie EDWARD H. THAYER, journalist, was born in
. Memorall Windham, Maine, November 27, 1832. He
"'-\-.\hmm graduated at East Corinth Academy in 1850

Advertisement

Challenge

and came to Cleveland, Ohio, where he
attended medical lectures and paid his way by
work on the daily papers. He read law and in
the spring of 1853 was admitted to the bar.
Coming to Iowa he located at Muscatine and
began the practice of his profession and served

Cemetery Photo
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four years as county attorney. In 1860 he was Add a photo Request  Woe
yO urse H: a delegate from Iowa to the Democratic for thie :{;nun & A ghom g,_#j‘
National Convention at Charleston which i

nominated Stephen A. Douglas for President.
In 1862 Judge Thayer was the Democratic
candidate for Congress in the Second District
against Hiram Price, but was defeated. While in
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Muscatine Judge Thayer acquired a taste for
newspaper work and removing to Clinton in
1868 established the Clinton Age, which soon 3
became one of the ablest Democratic journals 1
in eastern Iowa. In 1875 Judge Thayer was

elected Representative in the House of the

Sixteenth General Assembly and in the

following year was appointed by Governor

Kirkwood trustee of the State Normal School

where he served several years as president of

the board. In 1876 he was a delegate to the

National Democratic Convention and an

earnest supporter of the nomination of Samuel

1. Tilden for President. In 1880 he was the

Iowa member of the Mississippi River States
Commission and took an active part in the

work of that body. In 1884 Judge Thayer was a
delegate to the National Democratic

Convention at Chicago where he was the Iowa
member of the committee on resolutions and

author of the tariff plank in the platform. In

1885 he was appointed postmaster at Clinton

by President Cleveland. Judge Thayer has been

an active promoter of numerous railroads and

was for a time president of the Iowa

Southwestern Railroad Company. For nearly

half a century he has been one of the most
influential leaders of the Democratic party in

Iowa, helping to formulate its platforms and

often presiding over its State Conventions.
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Family links:
Spouse:
Delia Eliza Payne Thayer (1835 - 1913)

Burial:

Springdale Cemetery
Clinton

Clinton County

Towa, USA
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