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William H. Seevers (1876 - 1888) 

Served on the Iowa Supreme Court from February 17, 1876, 
when he was appointed to fill the vacancy occasioned by the 
retirement of Chester C. Cole, until December 31, 1888, For 
three years he was Chief Justice. 

Born in Shenandoah County, Virginia, in 1820, He came to 
Mahaska County, Iowa, in 1843, where he was admitted to the 
bar in 1846 - one of the first lawyers in that county. In 1852 he 
was elected Judge of the District Court. 

He was a member of the House of Representatives in the 
Seventh General Assembly, which was the first session following 
the adoption of the new Iowa Constitution. He was also one of 
the Code Com- missioners who prepared the Code of 1873, He 
later served as a member of the Sixteenth General Assembly. 

Justice Seevers wrote the opinion on the first appeal in the famous Jones County Calf Case. This 
case is often cited as an outstanding example of protracted litigation. [See 63 Iowa 562; 82 Iowa 
693 and 93 Iowa 165.) 

He died in Oskaloosa in 1895. 

< Previous Next > 
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I' ARALYSIS SATUilDAY EV E~I:'W. \ ~uou cuu 106"1 1.!1 111 ut v u\lv o t u '-" vu ~ '' " ! wan y YI'KrS, Wl.th 'cvrrt~ pains 1 !l his !Jack eai(l l 
was formoo-oue of the stro11g u~ t tho Rnd aiHo that h!H t,lnddcr w1u utrcctcd. Jle und v 

After having spent the week in a very ,. j trlt>d ruany so-cRil'O kidney cures but 
industrious and laborious m!lnner in Iowauarhaseverknown. J.\. llofth :se withoutany~oodre~u 1 ts. About a yeu then· 
his profession, Judge Wtlllam -II. Seev- former bueioess associatf s Eave Mr . . ago he bcttan .the usc o! Flectrlc ..UJ!.te th fl ' · 
era went to his home on S!!.turd'iy even- Smith are now witl:l the dead I Ile llss ~t,d fnu~d rel tcf ntoncc. Electric miters Jl tt 
I tl ed b t et 1 hi a •cu t · ' , ~> cspcctally adapted to cure all Kltlney tom ~ 
ng, very r • u Y 0 0 c s om juioed tbt:Jm to the great beyonu! '\Dd 11\'cr troubiPs nod Is ortPn almost In- the i ' 

·ed chheedr~uthl epJtridts. '.rhet edvehniing mlf eatl Judge Seevers was repeatedly honor · ~ttlnt ~ rellef ,One t · i'll \Till prove our 
was a , e u ge sea e mse a. . statement. l'nc"' onlv r:o cents for large 

{ "le family readlnp.; table and took up ed by h1s,fellow citizens of the county bottle. At ur .. en & Bentley Drug co. "l '1 
.s papers; Mrs. S~evers and tl!e other and state. T1vice he waa·elected to the w >- a ve 

membl3rs of the bmlly b~sied t.hem-1 geneml a~sembly- -ln t i34 7 and 187:> Carbonado Declamatory Contest. New 
&elves in the usual way, Then the .Judge . · abo u 
made arrangements fur an early breaK- He was sppointed,to.the supreme bench Carbonado Lodge I. 0. G. T. to the EdHo 
fast Sunday for himself, in ord~;r that! by the late Gov. Kirkwood and served front! On last Saturday night was held so co 
he might tflke the Cent raJ train north, two terms thereafter by election by the the decl':lmatory contest under its au- It Is 1 

and oo to Council Blufia to attend to people. He was the prooecuting attor· oplces. 'l'ha contestants were Miss tt~1181 t11 some legal matters on Monday. .Mem- _ _ ' 
bera of the family were out of the room ney in 18u0 and 18ul and 'Nas chosen Mary Wilson, :Mise Laura Minkler, Ar Coau 
for the moment; little Gladys Ilofi. judge of the Third district in18ii3, serv- thar Davl~, ,John Roberts, John Mox- easel 
mann, his granddaughter, ca~e to bid ing four years as such. Whau he r e- tin, Ada. Woodiird and ,John L Jones. he.V L' 
hlm good night, when the httle one tired from the supreme bench be again The jud"es were Mr. J . P. McMurray, slmt ; 
found the Judge with his head resting . ' "' Tho 
on the table. "Why don't you speak to took up the practice of I~w hera and of lleacon; Miss Flora.bel Patterson, h 'lvt ~ 
me, gran'pa ?'' said Gladys, ag no re· Judge Seevers never took e.11y other county superintendent; and 0. U. Scott, By H 
e~onse came to her swcet,chiljish good than the i.irst rank at the ber. Work of city superintendent Dr. Porry presided. Edsc 
n ght. In a few moments after mem the best cl aes always eought him ancl Choice pieces of music, vocal solos, col d 

. bers of the family cam(j into the room, • . Cnu i 
'&nd the sad discovery was made-of the he waa neHr happier than when every were rendered by Miss Ollie Tenant, lun iZ 
·stroke that came so swiftly and to such m1nute of bis time was taken up. He Mrs. Dr. l'arry and Prof. Wm. Solomon. cretl 
sudden undoing. Dr Hunter was sum- loved his profes sion for tho ltiw of It, Principal E. D. Ball, in charge of the cnrE\ 
moned, and then thq full truth of the and no counsellor wa.fl ever at the bar C:~.rbonsdo schools, and, by the way, a GreP 
case became apparent-a paralytic 
stroke had fallen, involving the whole more sincere to his clients a:Jd the l!:iW bright and energetic man, is secretllry 
of the right side, and bringing for the than he. lie served as one of the codi- of the lodge, and ha.d much to do in ar-
tlme total unconsciousness apparently. fylng commissioners in UJi3 and WLl s of ranging for the contest. While the ~ 
During Sunday s medical consultation counsel in the noted ''Granger'' caseA. i ndges were preparing their report Mr Th • 
was held by Drs. Hun~er, Be-1u:lry and • j' - · • · · 
,ija.rringer and such measures adop~.ed These were the cases th::~v brought from Delli, in a taking way, recited 'How !ken 
&9 na.t.ura.lly BUg~Sested themselvee t;y the supreme court of the united Scates I Hnby Plays." rc por 
the plain case before them. Durio!<: toe decision that gave l~gis!!ltive qon- The first prize was awarded to MiEs No. 
Sunday night there was a rallyln~~; of trol of railwo.y corporations and tbc Adr. Woodard. The second prize was 4 i•''~ J 
the forces of nature, and on Monday . , ., , . , . . 1 

' Orolng he seemed to be in a. more ac I wrlt .cn (-Vi rL nc t s of lt. ~ gre .... t Ct •mmon shared equally by Misses Mary Wilson 
ve condition, now and then recog-niz sense sn~ gesllons as to tho low tbt1t and L'l.ura. :Minkler, they being bnt tbe ~''7 7 

lng some one, bot also being in a dellr should emanate arc. yet in exiRteDce. I fraction ~i below the first. Tbe tb.lrd nr. 
Ions state -;-tryi.ng to do Bllm\~ Jegtll bus! Wtl hsve beard the late Jnstlco S ·:mlUPl W86 woo by John T. Jones. nr d;, 
ness,and give direction to other mattf'nt '~<' M111 ,r cnaalr ;" nr rd'"'""l" c c· r'·" ' l''' '~ d d' 1. d t th Mrs nut. the gene at condltton waR reported ~ · ~·.,~· ~~,--~ •·• 1"~ 4~~ ··~ ~ " u "'! ..... u A goo au 1ence 1stene e e exer- h •d H· 
a.a ~ot being ~ny more hopeful-and so of Judge Seevers' marked ability to gtt 1 c!sea, which wE:re highly creditable to tin ns 

it is written: at the law and the justice of great I the participants and to the community. ten ch 

From that December day to the day queotions and notably th :~ t prr~e ented I :mmg ...... rn~l ~; 
of llis death all was done that the best in ~th~se ~~tally important ~~ se~ . ~.. .,.,. __ ,... __ ~ .f!'?!V.''>I,_Tft~~ . { .. . ·~ • . pc· A. 
mediCtii H'kiil CluiU tjlJg~t::st, Gf the b t.~ Et . ,JUUgb ;':)tbYtftl "'t\' tl~ iJt:t'UiU tH jtJ Ul l~l U I lT e t.lllCt v ·: t; ;lUilt:.t .... U. tPdi· Cu.::i ii. t \ VCii"U ~ ~- ::. :) ',. 

of nursing and watching &ff•)rd, but the 0 ·ka.l ot s .l. 1'\ atione.l bank and htld bee •1 far Rny case of. Cll.tarrh 1 hat cannot be 1 btM ' 
" .t. · j currcl by "all's atarrb Cu•0. Dr s . 

mind once so clear and p<·ompt in de- indentUled with many of cur business F .. ~. CHENE\ & CO. Prop,. Toledo. 0. tln r.:. 
cision was never brought out of the interests and in t be eariif-•r d~y one of 1 n e. thP undersl!!nPJ, bave known F .• J. T il 

' ' Cheney for the past 15 \·ears. nn<i belleve 
clouds that paralysis put upon it. He the very few potential fdctors in 1 he 1 h•ru pl'rf•·ctly honorab l(' in nil b •slness imp r• 
recognized members of the family and county. In his domestic rotations .Judge trnnsactions an~ finallclnlly llblP to curry con•} 

I 
out nny obltgat•ons mnde by thelrflrm. o!Tc n 

11. few frlecda in•a momentary way- Seevers bc1B been an old f tJ.shlomd mod- wc~t & 'l'ruux. Whol£>sale Orugc•fst 
"' ' fu t ' " a.ild eave for that., was groping in the el. Save for busineoa Ci:ills h!P home Toledo O. Waldiug. K•nnnn &. ~1arvin, 

• d h h h- Wholc~a le D;·uD'gists, To•eco, Ohio. of rn1 
darkness of mental gloom and wreck- knew hlm moav an t ere e wus L e 1 n ~u 8 c,atarrh Hemcdy Is takPn Inter- bnAIL 
that fell upon him through no cause of kindliest and most ind ul .:.(ent For hls 1 nail", Retina- clirertly upon the blof!d an~~ anti 1 
hla· own save that of honorable and in- family he wo.s o.l WG' s f oun d wllliD"' mur.ous surface of tbP syslPm PtlPel to of ·" ' 

J e. cPnts per bottle. ~old by all drugg1stl!. 
duatrious application to hls life-long and doing all that 'was conducive to itA T~>stlmonill.ls free. gr<J(' • 
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Recollections and Sketches 
of Notable Lawyers and 

Public Men of Early Iowa 

Belonging to the First and Second 
Generations, with Anecdotes and 
Incidents Illustrative of the Times 

By 

EDWARD H. STILES 

Ref. 

* .j:'" 

fD 2.0 
.. ·sas 

For many years a member of the Iowa Bar; member of its House 
of Representatives, 1863-1864; member of its Senate, 1865-1866; Re­
porter of its Supreme Court, 1867-1875; author of Complete Digest 
,fits Decisions from the earliest Territorial period to the 56th Iowa 
~eports. 

"In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which we cannot be 
eprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory 

and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated 
before the mind, compensate, and more than compensate, for the alternate 
pleasures and cares of active life."-SIR ARCHIBALD ALLISON. 

"Personal anecdotes, when characteristic, greatly enliven the pages of 
a biography."- SAMUEL SMILES. 

DES MOINES 
THE HOMESTEAD PUBLISHING CO. 

t916 
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William H . Seevers was a Virginian by birth, where he was born in 1820, in 
Shenandoah County. His father, James Seevers, was a soldier in the war of 1812, 
and came with his family to Mahaska County in 1843. His son, William H., 
came there the following year. He was admitted to the bar in 1846, and was one 
of its first lawyers. His father's family consisted of eight sons and two daugh­
ters, one of the latter of whom became the wife of Micajah T. Williams. 

In 1848 he was elected Prosecuting Attorney of the County. In 1852 he was 
elected Judge of that Judicial District, and served with marked ability . In 185 7 
he was elected to the Lower House of the Seventh General Assembly, representing 
the counties of Mahaska, Iowa and Poweshiek. This was the first meeting of the 
Legislature at Des Moines, which had become the new capital, and the first after 
the adoption of the constitution of 185 7, which made great changes in the organic 
law of the State. It became necessary to reorganize the entire system of state 

·ernment, and provide a new code of civil and criminal practice. The House 
uumbered among its members many able lawyers and legislators. On the Repub­
lican side Judge Seevers was regarded as a leader and made chairman of the 
Judiciary Committee. There was a general understanding among the members, that 
owing to the radical changes made by the new Constitution, all important bills should 
be submitted to the Judiciary Committee for examination. Judge Seevers examined 
carefully every bill submitted to his committee, and when its approval was given to 
any measure, it was passed. It is said that the Seventh General Assembly had to 
enact more laws of importance than any of its predecessors or successors. The posi­
tion of Judge Seevers, therefore, was an arduous one, but his superb legal mind 
enabled him to perform all its duties in the most satisfactory manner. The laws 
placed on the Statutes of Iowa by that assembly have, to a large extent, survived to 
the present period, and much of their perfection can be traced to the clear and con­
trolling mind of William H. Seevers. 

As a lawyer, he had few equals in Iowa or any other state. He was not only 
a jurist, but a trial lawyer of the first order. Living in adjoining counties, I became 
acquainted with him early in my professional career. 

The last time I saw him in a trial court was when we were associated in a 
somewhat noted blackmailing case, brought against Dr. Paul Castor, and tried in 
the District Court at Ottumwa, some forty years ago. We represented Doctor 
Castor in the defense, which proved a successful one. In 1872 Judge Seevers was 
a delegate to the Republican National Convention. He was appointed one of the 
commissioners to revise the laws, which became the Code of 1873. To show his 
characteristic industry in this work, and the pains he took to gather helpful in-

( nation in regard to it, I may be pardoned for subjoining the annexed letter, 
.. dtten to me by Judge Seevers : 
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U~l; aloo:'a. Iowa. lJ !!< 'f'll tl,t:r 14 . 1871t 
D•:a r S ir : li t li r· r·(Jll J I!Ji ,;"i" n ~r, "r Jt ,.,. i,..io n <·a u get a f r> \\' suggt·,t iu n s i·ro 

you wiH:r<· til l" t ·r;r] p <:a ll ll•: aJII <· JI(lt· rl . t itr ·.1· " ·il l IJ< ~ l!r<·«ly g-ratiliPd 111 
1 J;~ J" ''- .' 011 caJ, o.: i1·r · tt,; Yit lt tali iP aid. 1·,,n· r and -., un ·r yo11 take tltr: lin:!o!? 

lt• ··'Jl f! <·tf11lly. \\ '. II. o;, ... ver~ . 
In the fa ll o f 1875 he was elected lo the H ouse o f the Sixteenth Genera! As. 

sembly, where his fin e legislative abilities were again conspicuously displayed. In 

1875 he was appointed a judge of the Supreme Court to fill a vacancy, and in the 

fa ll of the same year was elected by the people, and was continued to be elected and 

served until I 888, and woul d have been again nominated and elected had he not 

been with the majority o f the court in holding the Prohibition Law of the State 

uncon stitutional , on the ground thai it had not been submitted to a 1 ote in accord­

ance with the Ia,,· go\erning the subject. This deci sion, in my opinion, , ,· as cor­

rect; at any ra te it I\ · a ,; the result o f the [air and hon est judgment of judges as pure 

and unsullied as ever graced the bench of this or any other land. It did not, how­

ever, suit some o f the le ading rapers and politicians who were urging the Constitu­

tional 1\mendmeni , and they a t once proclaimed that every one of the judges who 

comp osed the majority o f the court . should be retired at the next election; and they 

were. No greatt>r act of injuotice \\·as ever done , or more regretted that it had 
been done, in aft er year> . 

Judge See,·ers was a grand man , whose pure character and eminent services 
gave real di stin c ti on to the State . H e di ed at hi , home in O skal oosa, in 1895. 

fYii liam T. Smith , ,·as not only one of the early la"·vers a nd public men of 

Ma haska C ounty , but a most impor tant factor in its early and medieval history. He 

,, a s a native of Pennsyh ·ania , " ·here he \\·as born in 1824. \Vhen a boy he moved 

to Xenia, Ohio, with hi, parents, where he was reared and educated. He was ad­

mitted to the Bar of Ohio in 1847, and the following year came to Oskaloos a, Iowa , 

and entered upon the prac tice in partnership with \Villi am H . SeeYer.>. ,\1r. Smith 

was ah,·ays a Democrat of the old and patriotic school. and as >uch was elected and 

became the first prosecuting attorney of the County , in the frr st year o f his arrival at 

Oskaloosa. His partnership \\·ith Judge Seevers continued four or five years. He 

was lat er associated in the p ractice with \Villi am Loughridge. subseq uently judge 

and member of Congress. After the dissolution of this pa r tnership, he formed one 

with M icajah T. \Vil li a ms, under the firm name of Smith & Williams. In addition 

to their legal business th ey engaged in th a t of banking. In 185 7 Mr. S mith retired 

from the firm and became the so!e proprietor of the banking hou se of William T. 

Smi th & Co. In thi s new pursuit he and his firm were prominent for many years. 

In addition to hi s being the first prosecuting attorney , he filled other offices of 

public tru:' t, and always wi th frdelity a nd efficiency . Fur several years he was 

president of the schoo l board, and as a membe r of the board he rendered valuable 

services to the cause of public education . He was a large subsc ri ber towards found­

ing O skaloosa College. H<" wa s greatly interested in th t' promotion of agriculture 
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PAST AXD PRESE:\T OF ~lAHASKA COVNTY. 255 

in the State ~om1;tl School. During- his comse 
in Penn College he was editor and manager of 
the college paper. In the meantime he had 
taken up the profe~sion of teac-hing \Yhich he 
first follo\Yed in the district schools. while from 
1897 until 1899 he \Yas principal of the \\.eb­
stcr School in Oskal(losa. In the latter Year he 
accepted the· superintendency of the schools oi 
:\fount Pleasant, \Yhere he remained for six 
years, and in July, 1905. he \Yas called to the 
superintendency of the city sc-hools of Oska­
loosa. 

In 1~99 Professor Else was married to :\fiss 
:\Ii1ry Himes. a daug-hter of D .. -\. ancl :\nna 
(Dixon) Himes. of this county. They haYe one, 
chil<l. Dorothy :\nna. The parents are mem­
bers()[ the :\fethoclist Episc-opal church and are 
prominent socially. Professor Else belongs to 
the :\fasonic fraternity. He has great zeal and 
interest in his work and belieYes in maintaining 
a high standard of scholarship. He is con ­
stantly seeking out ne\Y methods for the im­
pron:ment of the 5chnols that the \YOrk of public 

· instruction shall he cffecti,·e as a preparation 
for life's practical and responsil;lc dnties. He 
has become recognized as one of the strong and 
able educators o,f low;~ and under his guidance 
the schools of Oskaloosa are making substan­
tial progress. 

JlTDGE W. H . SEE\'ERS. 

\\'lll'll the history of Iowa ami her pn!Jlic 
men shall han: lH::en \Hitten Judg-e\\'. H. See­
\·ers \\·ill he 11lii111Jcred amnng- her illustrious 
citizens. for he had a di;:.tinguishecl care-er 
as a member nf the bar and oi the supreme 
court of the !'tate. Follo\\·ing- his retirement 
frnm the office nf chief justice 11f ln\\·a he re­
!'III!1C(I the practice of Ia \\' in 0:-:ka I"< ~ sa. 1-l e 
Was n!Je f)f the pioneer resident:> (If :\Iaha~ka 
enunt\· and \\·as horn Ill Shenandoah 

county, Virginia, April S, 1822, a son 
of James and Rebecca (Wilkins) See­
nrs. In his youth he resided in Freder­
ick and afterward in Clarke county, Yir­
ginia, where he entered upon the study of law. 
He came to Oskaloosa. June 22, I8_p, and con­
tinued a resident of this city to the time of his 
death. He purstted the study of law under the 
direction of ).Jilton T. Peters and was arimitted 
to ·the bar in the district court _of :\lahaska 
county in I8-t6. He at once entered upon the 
practice of his profession as a partner of \\'il­
liam T. Smith, which connection continued un­
til 1852. He was subseqncntly associated wi ·( h 
his brother James under the firm name of \\'il­
liam H. & James _-\_ See\·ers and senral years 
bter ::\L T. \\'illiams. no\\· deceased, \\·as ad­
mitted to a partnersliip under the finn name of 
SeeYers. \ Yilliams & See\'ers. \\'hen James :\. 
Seenr:; entered the L'niterl States sen-ice at the 
time of the Ci,·il \\·ar the firm style of Seenrs & 
\Yilliams was adopted ancl sc\·eral years later 
the partnership \\·as dissol\·ed. at \d1ich ti111e 
:\Ir. SeeYcrs became associated \Yith ;,r_ E. 
Cutts. nO\\' deceased. This connection con­
tinued until r8;6. when Judge ScenTs \\'as 
elected to the supreme bench of Io\Ya. 

For many years he had figurcJ prominen!l~­

in public life. He \\'as elected to the general as­
sembly of 1<1\Ya in IS-t7 and again in rS;:;. hut 
resigned <luring his second term in I~/(• np· -· 11 . 

his appointment to the supreme bench ,,j tl;t: 

state. He had been electecl and serYed as 
county altorney in 1~50 and 1g5 I and in tbe 
sprin~ oi 18_:;2 \\-a:'> chosen judg-e ni tilL' thi rd 
judicial .:istrict oi IrJ\\·a. He sen·ed llJl"'l the 
hench for four years and his record as a jud~,­
\\·as in harmony \\·ith his record as a 111:\11 :u1•i 
la\YYer, disting-uishccl hy a m~stedul ~r:t'Jl <Ji 
e\·ery pro ,!JJem presented for soluti<JI\ ;u;d l•y 
strict and tlll~\\'C'n · ing- dc,·•>tion t<J dtlty . 
Called to the hig-hest trilamal ni the q;Jtl'. he 
sern:d f<•r thirt<:('n :n:ars r:n the suprcn1e J,etll' ;, 
of l<l\\·a ::nd during two years of tll:tt tilllt' " :t'. 
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chief justice. Ilis sen·ice on the bench \\'as 

distingui:-;llcd by the highest legal ability. To 
wear·tlie ermine m ·,rthily it i:; not C!H>Ugh that 

one posses~ legal acnmei1 . is learned 'in the 

principle:> iJf jmi~prudcnce, familiar with prec- · 

edcncc and thnrnug-hly honest. ~Iany men. 
even ,,·hen acti1ig uprig-htly. are wholly unable 

to di,·cst thcmseln:s of prejudice aml arc ttn-

. consciotisly warped in their judgments by their 
own n1ental characteristics or educational pe­

culiarities. This unconscious and variable 
disturbing force enters more or less into the 

judgments of all men, but in the idea! jurist 
this factor becomes so small as not to he dis­
cernible in results and loses its potency as a dis­

turbing force. Judge Seenrs \Yas exception­
ally free from all jucticial bias. Ilis varied 

legal learning ancl " ·ide experience in the courts. 
the patient care \Yith "·hich he ascertained all 

of the facts he!lring upon every case "·hicl1 
came before him. ga,·e his decisions a solidity 
and exhausti,·eness for \Yhich nn n1embers of 
the bar could take exception . 

Jttdge SeeYers was prominently iclentilied 
with the educational interests of Oskalnosa and 
with Yarious interests hearing directly upon the 

welfare and progress of the city. He took an 
actiYe part in the organization of the Iowa 

CentraLRailroad Compan:-:. ~ernd as a member 

of its board of directors for many years a'1d 
was at one time Yice-presiclcnt. He \Yas also 

a st~ckholder in the :\fahaska County SaYings 
Bank all<! in the Oskaloosa :\ational Bank. act­

ing as presirlent of the latter for a lllllllher of 
Years. He took an actin i~1terest in the dc,·el-. . 
opment of the coal resources of the county aml 
was a stockholder ·an(l director oi two local 

companies formcrl for this puq~~~e. 

Judge SccYers was married in Oskaloosa. 

Fclm1ary :20. 1K19· tn Clrnlinc :\f. Lee. a na­
tiYe of Ohin. who di~d in l<)OJ. n:-: this mar­
riage there \\'ere lJtll'll -;e,·en children. Virgi!Jia 

E. became the \\'iic of Henry L. Brigg-; and 

died in :R~r. l~aYin~ a d:mghtcr. Carril.' L. i~ 

the \\'lie of James C. Fletcher. a real-estate 

dealer of Chandler. Oklahoma. by "·hom she · 
has t\\'Cl children. Harry\\·. was married ::\fay 

1R._ 1~:--:;. to Stella ::\f. \\'ils<m, ·a daughter of · 
Rezin and .-\melia (lbcr) \\'ilsun. His '"ife 
was- horn and reared in O:;kaluosa and they 

ha,·c one ~·!Jihl. Grace. no\\· thirteen years of age. 

Grace See,·ers is the \\'ife oi Charles V. Hoff­
m:-~nn a11d h:-~;; two children. X ell Sce,·ers is the 
wife oi \\'itliam TI. Kalbach . a hardware mer­
chant of Oskaloosa, and has t\\·o children. \\-il­

liam H. See,·ers is a merchant of Altus. Okla­
homa. and has h\·o children. All of the mem­
bers of this .family were 1Jt1l'n in Oskaloosa. 

·After retiring from the supreme bench Judge 
See\'Cr<; resumed the practice of Ia\\· in Oska­
loosa. He continued to make his hollle in this 
city until hi~ death, at which time the state 
mourned the loss of one of its representati\·e 

and honnred men. X o man \\·as ever more re­
spected, eYer more fully enjoyed the confidence 
of the people or more richly deserved the es­
teem in which he was held. In his life time, the 
people of his state, recognizing his merit. re­
_ioicccl in his ad,·aJ1Cement and in the houors to 
which he attained and since his death they ha,·e 

cherished his memory. In his priYate life he 
\\·as distinguished by all that marks the true 

gentleman and in his public career he di::.played 
the profound legal wisdom ancl the f!Uiet dig­

nity of an illeal follo\\'er of his calling. 

\VILLI:\:\1 C. .-\:\DERSOX. 

\\'illiam C. .\nder~<m is one of the exten,;iye 

l:md•J\\·ners of ::\fahaska county, his home farm 
comprising fonr hundred and thirty-six acres 

on section 23. Spring Creek tO\\·n:-hip. H ~re 
in additinn tu tilling the srtil he is engaged in 

rai:-.ing and Jm~etling stock, anc! his life record 
proYc~ tint Stlcccss is not a matter of genius hut 
i~ the ontc<llllC of ck;tr jndgme:nt, experience 

and inddati.L;aillc cnerg)·· 1 le is, mure<n·er, en-

-··-·1 
l 
j 

l 
l 
1 
! 

'· 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

1 
I 
i 
i 

i 
l . 
I. 

I 
l 
l 
I . 

t 

t 

I 
i 
l . 
I 

·'"< 

BIOC;R1L\PHICAI~ DICTIONARY 
AND 

OF 

IO\V A VOLUI\1 E. 

( ' I!!( "A(;n A N I> NE\V \'()RK: 

1\l\l ER! l'1\N B tuc; Ri\1'1 llC.i\ L l'U IIL!Silll\'(_i C< ll\11' ANY . 

• 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

' · f: 

., 

THE UNITED STATES BIOGRAPHICAL DICT/ONARr. 

ttled with a full discharge, without the loss of ~ 
_ollar to the government or himself. He went into 
the service not to enrich himself, but to aid in saving 
the country, and left a record as clean as his motives 
were pure. 

Politically, Captain McCall is a republi ca n, with 
free-soil, whig antecedents, and has usuall y bee n 
quite active. He has attended nea rly all the con­
gressional and state conventions of his party since 
settling in Nevada; has once been on the state cen­
tral committee, and chairman of the cou nty commit­
tee twice. He is a man of much influence in politics 
in the central part of the. state. 

In Odd-Fellowship he is also prominent, :mel h ~s 

twice been a representative to the Grand Loclge of 
the state. 

He has been a member of the Presbyterian chmch 
for twenty-four years, and an elder of the Nevada 
body the last half of that . period . He is a man 
w.hose· purity of motives and of life secure him grc;t 

respect. 
Captain McCall has had three wives, the first being 

Miss Sarah Garrett, of Polk county; married on th e 
1st of March, 1849 . She had four children, and clied 

on the 19th of January, r8SS · · Only one of he r chil ­
dren, John A. McCall, attorney, of Des Moines, is 

now living. His second wife was J\ •li~s Mary A. 
Boynton, of 1\larion, Linn county; married on the 
z8th of October, 18s8, and dying on th e 4th of 
August, 11!7 5, leaving three children, four precedit;Jg 
her to the land of spirits. His present wife w~s Miss 
Cla'ra Kennedy, of Carrollton, Ohio; married on the 
19th of October, 1876. She has one child. 

Captain McCall came into Iowa driving an ox 
team, with no capital but a resolute will and a small 
fund of learning acquired in the home circle, and 
by his own ~pplication , energies and busi ness talents 
has become one of the wealthiest men in the county. 
Two years after he came to Iowa, his father, who was 
not in good health, joined his sons, who h~<l provided 
him a home in l'olk county, where he died, and where 
the step-mother of Captain McCall still res id es. 

The subjec t of this sketch gave his entire earnings 
to the famil y until after he became of age, all of his 
accumulations having been made since he was twen­
ty-three years old. He has a great deal of village 
property, and at least twenty-four hundred ac res 
of land in Story county, fourteen hundred acres of 
it under good improvement. He has a lways been 
a fair, straightforward dealer, patient and obliging, 
and for integrity, no man's character in the county 
stands better. 

HON. WILLIA.l\1 H. SEEVERS, 

OSI\.ILUOSA. 

W ILLIAM HENRY SEEVERS, tl1e junior 
member of the supreme bench of I ow:1, is a 

native of Shenandoah county, Virginia, and d~tc s 

his birth on the 8th of April, 1822 . His grand­
father, Henry Seevers, settled in the State of Penn­
sylvania. James Seevers, the father of William H .. 
was born in Virginia, and was a private in the war 
of t8t2-15. He was a general business man, and 
is now, at the age of eighty-five years, living with 
his son. The Seevers family have some Hu guenot 
blood in their veins. The wife of James Seevers 
was Rebecca Wilkins, who died in 1875· 

The subject of this sketch spent his boyhood near 
Winchester, Virginia, farming, attending a common 
and select' school, and clerking in a co untry sto re. 
He commenced reading law in his native state in 
1843; removed to Oskaloosa, Iowa, the 11ext year, 
where he finished reading; was admitted to the h:n 
in 1846, and has since attended steadily to his pro-

fcssion, except when serv ing his constituents in some 
olher ca p~ c ity . 

He was ekc ted district attorney in 1848 and served 
one term; " ·as elected judge of the third judicial dis­
trict in 185 z; served nearly five years in a ll. and then 
resigned; was a member of the lower house of the 
general assembly at the session in •858, the first ses­
sion held at Des Moin es, and again in the session of 
1876, and resigned in February of the latter yea r to 
accept an appointment to the supreme bench, serv­
ing as chief justice the rest of that year. In the 
autumn of the same year he was elected by the peo­
ple, and hence is now the junior member of the su­
preme benrh. Before be went on the ben ch he was 
regarded as one of the most adroit and best read 
practitioners in the state. His knowledge of the 
practice of the law is immense. He was the editor 
nf the code in ,g73· His opinions are very high 
authority with the bar of Iowa. 

Politically, Ju~ . . 
and unwavering. •s: 
a delegate to the,rn 

ina ted President II 1 

His wife was pur 
Ohio, who was nf'if 

February, 1849. ta~J 
. ·hll 

have six children ~ . 
. h . ~nv ter, ts t e w1fe o 

Ia 
,e < 

tsin 
n t l 
~be 

!ha< 

GEORGE H. d, ' 
re· 

Pennsylva . · 
tember, •835, an ur 
Sarah tu!e Neima ge, 
. Ch be m ester count 

1 
and fifty years a · d 
lla varia, while h n 

G 
. re 

ermany ·more I 
grandparents we a~ 

d 
George and Mar tl 

Our subject i 
brother, Levi Ma 
1837, received at 
terward ser:e~ a\ 
der a machtmst. · 
he was Iieutenani 
13oth regiment P~ 
was wounded at 
Chancellorsville. : 

After the close 

ocratic ticke.t in 
His youngest 

the 2d of July, 
tice and worked 
the opening of 

regiment of 

mande~ ·~Y 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

~ r , ·.·· 
' i 

ilher, who was 
.had provided · 

td, and where . 
~resides. 

~tire earnings 
~ge, all of his 
1hewas twe . 
~eal of village · 
~~ndred acres 
~red acres of . 
i always been : 
knd obliging, · 
In the county . 

· .. ·:' 
! _-j:' ~ ,, i~-... 

l . 
~ents m some 

~8 and served 
r judicial dis-
i all, and then 
ihouse of the ' . 
i the first ses- ;: 
!he session of 
!latter year to 
!bench, 
rear. In 
~ by the 
ler of the s 
~ench hew 
bd best read. 
!ledge of the 
~s the editor 
Fe very 

THE UNITED STATES BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARr. 

Politically, Judge Seevers is a republican, strong 
and unwavering. He was formerly a whig. He was 
a del egate to the national convention which renom­
inated President Grant in 1872. 

His wife was Miss Caroline M. Lee, a native of 
Ohio, who was marri.ed in Oskaloosa on the 2oth of I 
February, 1849. They have lost one daughter, and 
have six children living. Virginia, the eldest daugh- / 
ter, is the wife of Henry L. Briggs, druggist, of Os-

kaloosa; Carrie is the wife of James C, Fletcher, · 
merchant at Wall Lake, Wright county, Iowa; Harry 
W. is a student at Cornell College, Mount. Vernon; 
Grace is at school in Davenport; .and Nellie . an<;l 
William H. are at home. 

Mrs. Seevers is a christian mother, a member of . 
the Methodist Episcopal church, where the family · ·~· 
worship, and a woman of strong mental .faculties, ·; 
and active and benevol~nt in all good causes. : · ;J:~ "· 

•[: ....... :· .. 
. ; 

GEORGE H. MAISH, 

DES AIOINES. 

GEORGE H. MAISH, a native of York county, 
Pennsylvania, was born on the 3oth of Sep­

tember, r835• and is the son of David Maish and 
Sarah nee Neiman. His paternal ancestors settled 
in Chester county, Pennsylvania, about one hundred 
and fifty years ago, having emigrated thither from 
Bavaria, while his maternal ancestors came from 
Germany more than a hundred years ago. His 
grandparents were David and Mary Maish, and 
George and Mary llf!e Rupert. 

Our subject is the eldest of three sons. His 
brother, Levi Maish, born on the 22d of November, 
1837. received a common-school education, and af­
terward sen·ed an apprenticeship of two years un­
der a machinist. During the war of the rebellion 
he was lieutenant-colonel. and also colonel of the 
13oth regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, and 
was wound ed at the battle of Antietam, and also at 
Chancellorsville. 

After the close of his military service he pursued 
a course of study in the law department of the Uni­
versity of Pennsylvania, and in r864 was admitted 
to the bar. 

In r867 he was elected to the general assembly of 
Pennsylvani:t for a term of two years, and in 1872 
was appointed by the legislalme as one of a com­
mittee to reexamine and reaudit the accounts of cer­
tain public offi ce rs of York county, Pennsylvania, 
and elected to the forty-fourth congress on the dem­
ocratic ticket in the fall of 1874· 

His youngest brother, Lewis Maish, was born on 
the 2d of July, 184o. He also served as an appren­
tice and worked as a machinist for several years. At 
the opening of the rebellion he enlisted in the 87th 
regim ent of Pennsylvania Volunteer Infrmtry, com­
manucd by Colonel George Hay, of York, Pennsyl-

vama. He became second lieutenant, and for three 
years served as captain of company D. Being taken 
prisoner, he was confined in rebel prisons about six 
months. He resumed his trade, after the close of 
the war, and in 1867 removed to his present home 
in Minneapolis, Minnesota. · • 

George had the advantage of a .common-school 
education, and after closing his studies was for sev­
eral years engaged with his father. At the age of 
seventeen he placed himself in the employ of Messrs. 
P. A. and S. Small, machinists, of York, Pennsylva­
nia, and after remaining with them a period of nine 
years formed a partnership with Mr. John M. Brown, 
and during the next four years was engaged . in the 
coal business with good success. 

During that time he became well known as a 
thorough and competent business · man, and at the 
earnest solicitation of the board of directors of the 
old York Bank, accepted the position of teller in 
that institution . After four and a half years of most 
satisfactory service he relinquished his position, and, 
removing to Iowa, settled at Des Moines, where, 
with his brother-in-law, Charles A. Weaver, un.der 
the firm name of Weaver and Maish, he engaged in 
the drug business. 

To this business he gave his close atten~ion until 
the fall of r875, when, with other gentlemen, he or­
ganized the Iowa · National Bank of Des Moines, and 
was elected to his present position o( cashier of the 
same. 

As a business man, Mr. Maish has from the first 
been eminently successful. Beginning without cap­
ital, other than his own native abilities, and prompt~ 
ed by the ambition· to become known as an upright, 
honorable and influential man, he has by his own 
effort gradually risen to his present commanding po-
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<&l ancestry 
You searched for William H. Seevers in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

K 1997-2010 Ancestry.ccm 

1850 United States Federal Census 

Name: William H Seevers 

Age: 28 

Estimated birth abt 1822 

year: 

Birth Place: Virginia 

Gender: Male 

Home in 1850 Oskaloosa, Mahaska, Iowa 

(City ,Connty,State): 

Family Number: 108 

Household 

Members: 
Nan1c 

William I-! Seevers 

Caroline Seevers 

Virgin i<t Seevers 

James A Seevers 

Elizabeth Lee 

Source Citation: Year: 1Hso: Cl·nsus Plact': Oskaloosa, .\fuhasku. Iowa: Roll .\1-132 18~: 
Pag€': 162A; Image: 19L 

Age 

28 

22 

19 

55 

Anct>stry.com. 1850 United States Federal Census [databa~e on-lint>]. Provo. 
UT. USA: .-\nre,:;;try.com Operations. inc .. 2009. Images reproduced by 
FamilySt.:'MCh. 
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Arrhiws. \\'ashington. D.C. 
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1870 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

c&J ancestry 
You searched for William H. Seevers in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

C' 1997·2010 Ancestry.com 

1870 United States Federal Census 

Name: William H Seevers 

Birth Year: abt 1822 

Age in 1870 : 48 

Bitihplace: Virginia 

Home in 1870 : Oskaloosa Ward 4, Mahaska, Iowa 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Value of real View image 

estate : 

Post Office: Oskaloosa 

Household Name 

Members: William H Seevers 

Caroline M Seevers 

Virginia E Seevers 

Carrie L See,·ers 

Harry W Seevers 

Grace Seevers 

Nellie Seevers 

William H Seevers 

Elizabeth Lee 

Walker Foster 

Source Citation: Yt"ar: IB -o: Censll::. Pia~: Oskaloosa l1'ard .J. ,\-l ahaska. larva: Roll 
JJ593_ -108: Page: 3828: Image: -111: Family llistory Librar:r Film: .5-1590-. 

Age 

48 

42 

20 

14 

11 

8 

5 

2 

77 

19 

Ancest rv.com. 18--:-o United States Federal Census (databa~e on-lind. Provo. 
UT. USA: An('f:'Stl)o·.com Opt'111lion$, Inc .. 2009. lmagrs reprodll{'('d b\ 
FamilySear<"h. 

Otiginal data: 

• 1870 U.S. census, population schedules. NARA microfilm publication :\1593. 1.761 rolls. 
Washington. D.C. : National Archi\'t'S and Rt><'Orrls Administration. n.d. 

• !\ linnesota rensus schedules for 1870. :\ARA microfilm publication T132, 13 rolls. \\'.tshington. 
D.C.: :\ .t tional Archives and Rt>cords Administration. n.d. 

Description: 
Thi$ d<~tabasf' is an index to individuals Pnnnwrated in the 1870 Cnited Statt'S Fl'ckral Censu~. tht> 
::\inth Census oftht> Vnitt>d Statrs. Cf'nsus takt'~ n·rorded many rlt'tail!' including t'<ICh pt>rson's 
namt', age at last birthday. st'x, color; birthplac(". occupation, and more . ~o rdationships wt>re 
shown bt>twL•en mrmbt'r!-> of a houst•hold. Additionally. the namt>s of thost• listrd on tht' 
population scht>dult> em• linkf-d to actual ima~rs oftht• 1870 Ft>rkral Ct>nsus.. Learn more .. 
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1880 United States Federal Census - Ancestry.com 

~ancestry 

You searched for William H. Seevers in Iowa 

1880 United States Federal Census 

Name: William H . Seevers 

Home in 188o: Oskaloosa, Mahaska, Iowa 

Age: 12 

Es timated birth abt 1868 
year: 

Birthpla<:e: Iowa 

Relation to Head Son 

of Household: 

Father's Name : W.H. 

Father's Virginia 

birth place: 

Mother's Name: Caraline 

Mother's Ohio 

birthplace: 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Occupation: At School 

Ma ti tal Status: Single 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

~nnot read \Ttte: 
Blind: View image 

Deaf and dumb: 

OJhe~ri;r: tsa ec: 
Idiotic or insane: 

Household Name Age 
Members: W. H. See,·ers 

Caraline Seevers 

Grace Seevers 

Nellie Seevers 

William H. Seevers 

Hann<J,h Van Dollen 

Source Citation: \"('ar: J88o: Cen:;.us PI act.•: Oskaloosa .. \lahaska. Iowa: Roll 353: 
F01mily H istory Film: J25..J..1;'i3: Pagt•: 330A: Ennmer<ltion District: r..J : lm<1ge: 0666. 

Source Information: 
Ancestr_v.com and Tht• Church of .Jesus Chri!'t of L<ltler-day Saint~. 1880 
United States f"ederal Census ldatnh<Jse on-line j. Pro\'o. liT, LSA: 

56 

51 

18 

15 

12 

21 

Ancesti).com Operations Inc. 2010. t88o U.S. Census lndt•x provided by 
The Church of .Jesus Christ of l...attt>r-day Saints ([) Copyright 1999 
ln tellectn(l] Rrsen-e. Inc. All rights n•sen.·ed. All ust· is subject to the limitt•d 
use lieense <1nd other lt>rms and con rl itions a pplicabk to this site. 

Original da ta: Tenth Census of the Cnih.•d Statt>s. t88o. (~ARA mirrofilm puhliration 1'9. 1.-15-4 
rolls). Records of the Bureau oftht• Ct'nsus. Rt·cord Group 29. :\ational Arrhi\'t.'~. Washington. 
D.C. 

Description: 
Thi~ database is an indt>x to .:;o million indi' irluab t'ntlmt'r<ltt•d in tht• t88o L'nitt•rl Stt~ks Ft>deri'll 
Census. Ct>nsus taken- recorded m:m~ dt•ta ils including each pt'r!>on':- namt' . addn·ss. O<'<'ttpat ion. 
n·lationship lo the he<1d of household. r<lrt>. st'x. ilgt• at last birthrlay. marital status. plact• of birth. 
part>nts· place of birth. Additionally. lht-' n;m1l':' of thosl' listed on tht> population !.Cht>dult• an• 
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Individual Record FamilySearch™ Pedigree Resource File 

William H. Seevers Compact Disc #140 Pin #4226366 
Sex:M 

Event(s) 
Birth: 1825 

Virginia 
Death: 1895 

Oskaloos, lA. 

Parents 

Marriage(s) 
Spouse: Caroline Malinda Lee Disc #140 Pin #4226354 

Marriage: 

Notes and Sources 
Notes: Available on CD-ROM Disc# 140 

Sources: Available on CD-ROM Disc# 140 

( Submitter 
SamueiD.VVATTLES 
3400 Sundance Ave Rosamond, CA 93560 

Submission Search: 48_9_5_112-02_1;>JQa12J824 
URL: 

CD-ROM: Pedigree Resource File- Compact Disc #140 
CD-ROM Features: Pedigree View, Family View, Individual View, Reports, 

Downloadable GEDCOM files, Notes and Sources. 
QrderPedigree Re$O!.Irce File CD-ROMS 

About FamilySearch Pedigree Resource File 

Pedigree 

The Pedigree Resource File is a new lineage linked database of records available on compact disc 
containing family history records submitted by individuals through FamilySearch Internet Genealogy Service. 
Family information is organized in family groups and pedigrees and includes submitted notes and sources. 
Many charts and reports can be printed from this data. Each disc contains about 1.1 million names. With the 
publication of every five discs, a master index for those discs will be published and packaged with that set of 
discs. With the publication of every 25 discs, a master index for those discs will also be published and 
packaged with that volume of discs. Discs may be purchased as sets or volumes. 

Please Note 
Submitter information is provided to help in the coordination of personal family history research. Use of this 
information for any other purpose, including marketing, advertising, or commercial solicitation, is strictly 
prohibited. 
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