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Served on the Iowa Supreme Court from February 17, 1876, when he was appointed to fil... Page 1 of 1
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William H. Seevers (1876 - 1888)

Served on the Iowa Supreme Court from February 17, 1876,
when he was appointed to fill the vacancy occasioned by the
retirement of Chester C. Cole, until December 31, 1888, For
three years he was Chief Justice.

Born in Shenandoah County, Virginia, in 1820, He came to
Mahaska County, Iowa, in 1843, where he was admitted to the
bar in 1846 - one of the first lawyers in that county. In 1852 he
was elected Judge of the District Court.

He was a member of the House of Representatives in the
Seventh General Assembly, which was the first session following
the adoption of the new Iowa Constitution. He was also one of
J the Code Com- missioners who prepared the Code of 1873, He
later served as a member of the Sixteenth General Assembly.

b

Justice Seevers wrote the opinion on the first appeal in the famous Jones County Calf Case. This

case is often cited as an outstanding example of protracted litigation. [See 63 Iowa 562; 82 Iowa
693 and 93 Iowa 165.)

He died in Oskaloosa in 1895.

< Previous Next >

www judicial.state.ia.us
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PARALYSIS SATURDAY EVENING,

After having spent the week in 8 very
industrious and laborious msnner in
his profession, Judge William 1. Seev-
ers went to his home on Saturdiy even-
ing, very tired, but yet ia his accustom

-ed cheerful spirits, The eveaing meal
was had; the Judge seated himself at
Ye family reading table and took up

.8 paperg; Mrs, Seevers and the other
members of the family busied them-
selves in theusual way, Thenthe.Judge
made arrangements for an early bresk-
fast Sunday for himsell, in order that
he might take the Central train north,
and on to Council Bluffs to atteund to
somp legal matters on Monday. Mem-
kers of the family were out of the room
for the moment; little Gladys Iloff-
mann, his granddaughter, came to bid
him good night, when thse little one
found the Judge with his head resting
on the table, “Why don’t you speak to
me, gran'pa ?" sald Gladys, 83 no re-
sponse came to her swcet, childish good
night. In a few moments sfter mem

.bers of the family came into the room,
and thesad discovery was made—of the
‘stroke that camaso swiftly and to such
sudden undoing. Dr Hunuter was sum-
monad, and then the fall trath of the
case became apparent—a parelytic
stroke had fallen, involving the whole
of the right side, and bringing for the
time total unconsciousness appareuntly,
During Sunday & medical consultation
was held by Drs, Hun‘er, Beaudry and
Barringer and such measures adopted
a3 naturally suggested themselvee by
the plain case before them. During
Suoday night there was a rallying of
the forces of nature, and on Monday

‘orning he seemed to be in & more ac
ve condltion, now and then recogniz

Ing some one, bnt also belng in a delir
fousatate —trying to do soms legal busi
ness,and give direction to other matters
But the general condition was reported
a3 not being any more hopsful—and go
it 1s written:

From that December day to the day
of his death all was dore that the best
medical skill cluld suggest, or (e Teet
of nursing and watching afford, but the

. mind once so clear and prompt in de-
cision was never brought out of the
clouds that paralysis put upon it, He
recognized members of the family and
a fow frierds in.s momentary way—
and save for that, was groping in the
darkness of mental gloom and wreck—
that fell upon him through no cause of
his own save that of honorable and in-
dustrious application to his life-long

LU LU 1OX L A1 UL OrLVYTIL v WULLY
wos formed —one of the strongest the
Iowe bar hasever known, All of these |
former buelness asscciates. eave Mr.
Smith, are now with the dead | Ile has
joined them in the great beyond !
Judge Seevers wasg repeatedly honor-
ed Ly his fellow citizens of the county
and state. . Twice he was elected tothe
lgeneral assembly—-in 1847 and 1875
He was sppointed,to the suprems bench
l by the late Gov. IXirkwood and served
two terms thereafter by election by the
people, He was the prosecuting attor-
ney in 1850 and 1851 and was chosen
judge of the Third district in 1852, serv-
ing four years as such, ‘hen he re-
tired from the supreme bench, he again
tock up the practice of law here and
Judge Seevers never took eny other
than the [irst rank etthe bar. Work of
the best claegs aiwasys eought him aod
he was never happier than whea every
minute of his time was takenup, Ile
loved his prefeseion for tho law of i,
and no counsellor was ever at the bar
more sincere to his clients and the law
than he, Ile served as one of the codi-
fylng commissioners in 1873 and was of
counsgel in the noted “Granger’ cases,
These were the cases that brought from
the supreme court of the United States
the decislon that gave legislative con-
trol of railway corporations and the
writ'en evidences of his great common
gense suggestions as to the law that
should emanate aro yet in existeuce
Wo have heard the late Justice Sumuel

. Miller gpeak in profoundest respect

of Judge Sesvers’ marked ability to get

questions and notably that presented
ip these vitally important cases,

Judge Stevers was presidest of
Oskalocss Nationsl bank and had beea
indentified with many of cur business
interests, and in the eariier dy, one of
the very few potential f4ctors In the

Seavers has been an cld fashloned mod-
el. Save for business cslls hir home
knew him most and thare he was the

at the law and the justice of gre'at]

county. In hisdomestic relations Judge |

I

kindliest and most indulzent Ifor his
family he was alwajs found willing
and doing all that'was conducive to its

many yearg, with revers pains io his back
and also that hig bladder was atfeeted, Iie
tried many so-cal ea kidney cures but
without any good recu'ts, About a year
ago he bezan the use of Flectric tezg |
aud found relief atonce. Electric Bitters
is especially adapted to cure all Kidney
and Liver troubles and {3 often almost in-
stunt relfef  One t-ial will prove our
glatoment. Price only 0 cents for large
bottle, At Green & Bentley Drug Co.

poni S

Carbonado Declamatory Contest.

Carbonado Lodge I. O.G. T. to the
front! Onlast Saturday night was held
the declamatory contest under its au-
spices, 'I'he contestants were Miss
Mary Wilson, Miss Laura Minkler, Ar
thur Davie, John Roberts, John DMox-
tin, Ada Woodard and John L. Jones.

The judges were Mr.J. I>. McMurray,
of Deacon; Miss Florabel Patterson,
county superintendent; and O.C. Scott,
citysuperintendent Dr, Parry presided.

Choice pleces of musle, vocal solos,
were rendered by Miss Ollie Tenant,
Mrs. Dr. Parry and Prof, Wm. Solomon.

Principal E. D. Ball, in charge of the
Carbonado schools, and, by the way, a
bright and energetic man, is secretary
of the lodge, and had much to do in ar-
ranging for the contest, While the
indges were preparing thelr report Mr.
Bill, in a taking way, recited “How
Ruby Plays.”

The first prize was awarded to Miss
Ada Woodard, The second prize was
gshared equally by Misses Mary Wilson
and Laura Minkler, they being but the
fraction 14 below the first, The third
was won by Jobn T. Jones,

A good audience listened te the exer-
clses, which were highly creditable to
the participsnts and to the community,

D ——
How’s This !

e offer Goe Hundir-d $0Pars Reward
for any case of Catarrh that caanot be
cured by 'tall’s “atarrh Cure,
¥.J,CHENEY & CO. Props. Toleds. O.

We,. the undersizued, bave known F, J.
Cheney for the past 156 vears. and believe
h'm perfectly bonorable in all b siness
transactions and finavcially able to carry
out any obhigations made by theirfirm.

West & [‘ruax. Wholesale Druggist,
Toledo O. Waldivg. Kinnan & Marvin,
Wholesale Diuegists, Totedo, Ohto.

(1411l s Catarrh Remedy i3 taken inter-
pallv, acting directly upon the blood and
mucous surface of the system Ptice, 76

cents per bottle. Sold by all druggists.
Testimonials free.
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Recollections and Sketches -585
of Notable Lawyers and
Public Men of Early Iowa

Belonging to the First and Second
Generations, with Anecdotes and
Incidents Illustrative of the Times

By

EDWARD H. STILES

For many years a member of the lowa Bar; member of its House
of Representatives, 1863-1864; member of its Senate, 1865-1866; Re-
porter of its Supreme Court, 1867-1875; author of Complete Digest
*f its Decisions from the earliest Territorial period to the 56th Iowa
Reports.

“In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which we cannot be
eprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory
and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated
before the mind, compensate, and more than compensate, for the alternate

pleasures and cares of active life.”—SIR ARCHIBALD ALLISON.

“Personal anecdotes, when characteristic, greatly enliven the pages of

a biography."—SAMUEL SMILES.

e——————]
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DES MOINES
THE HOMESTEAD PUBLISHING CO,
1916

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection co?iled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society



RECOLLECTIONS AND SKETCHES 7056

William H. Seevers was a Virginian by birth, where he was born in 1820, in
Shenandoah County. His father, James Seevers, was a soldier in the war of 1812,
and came with his family to Mahaska County in 1843. His son, William H.,
came there the following year. He was admitted to the bar in 1846, and was one
of its first lawyers. His father’s family consisted of eight sons and two daugh-
ters, one of the latter of whom became the wife of Micajah T. Williams.

In 1848 he was elected Prosecuting Attorney of the County. In 1852 he was
elected Judge of that Judicial District, and served with marked ability. In 1857
he was elected to the Lower House of the Seventh General Assembly, representing
the counties of Mahaska, Jowa and Poweshiek. This was the first meeting of the
Legislature at Des Moines, which had become the new capital, and the first after
the adoption of the constitution of 1857, which made great changes in the organic
law of the State. It became necessary to reorganize the entire system of state

ernment, and provide a new code of civil and criminal practice. The House
uumbered among its members many able lawyers and legislators. On the Repub-
lican side Judge Seevers was regarded as a leader and made chairman of the
Judiciary Committee. There was a general understanding among the members, that
owing to the radical changes made by the new Constitution, all important bills should
be submitted to the Judiciary Committee for examination. Judge Seevers examined
carefully every bill submitted to his committee, and when its approval was given to
any measure, it was passed. It is said that the Seventh General Assembly had to
enact more laws of importance than any of its predecessors or successors. The posi-
tion of Judge Seevers, therefore, was an arduous one, but his superb legal mind
enabled him to perform all its duties in the most satisfactory manner. The laws
placed on the Statutes of Iowa by that assembly have, to a large extent, survived to

the present period, and much of their perfection can be traced to the clear and con-
trolling mind of William H. Seevers.

As a lawyer, he had few equals in Iowa or any other state. He was not only
a Jurist, but a trial lawyer of the first order. Living in adjoining counties, I became
acquainted with him early in my professional career.

The last time I saw him in a trial court was when we were associated in a
somewhat noted blackmailing case, brought against Dr. Paul Castor, and tried in
the District Court at Ottumwa, some forty years ago. We represented Doctor
Castor in the defense, which proved a successful one. In 1872 Judge Seevers was
a delegate to the Republican National Convention. He was appointed one of the
commissioners to revise the laws, which became the Code of 1873. To show his
characteristic industry in this work, and the pains he took to gather helpful in-

nation in regard to it, I may be pardoned for subjoining the annexed letter,
naitten to me by Judge Seevers:

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historicé
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Oskalooza, Jowa. Decenler 14, 1870
Dear Sir: 17 the Contmissioners of Revision can get :

) ] A TRW SUggegriong from
you where the code can e amended, they will be grealy gratified
FRknow you can 2ive us valnahle aid. Can't aud won't you take tj;. lime®
Respectiully, W, H. gw\-mf;\,"

In the fall of 1875 he was elected (o the House of the Sixteent}, General As.
sembly, where his fine legislative abilities were again conspicuously displayed, In
875 he was appointed a Judge of the Supreme Coust to fll & Vacancy, and in the
fall of the same year was elected by the people, and was continued to he elected and
served until 1888, and would have been again nominated and elected haq he not
been with the majority of the court in holding the Prohibition ayw of
unconstitutional, on the ground that it had not been submitted to 3 vote j
ance with the law governing the subject.  This decision, in my opinjar,
recl; at any rale it was the result of the (air and honest judgment of Judges as pure
and unsullied as ever graced the bench of this or any other land. T did not,
ever, suit some of the leading papers and politicians who were urging the Camstitise
tional Amendment, and they al once proclaimed that every one of (he judges who
composed the majority of the court, should be retired at the next election; apd they
were.  No greater act of injustice was ever done, or more regretied that it had
been done, in after years.

the State
n accord-
was cor-

how-

Judge Seevers was a grand man, whose pure character and eminent seryices
gave real distinction to the State.  He died at his home in Oskaloosa, iy, 1895

Wiiliem T. Smith was not only one of the early lawvers and public men of

story. He

€0 a boy he moved
to Xenia, Ohio, with his parents, where he was reared and educated He was ad-

mitted to the Bar of Ohio in 1847, and the following year came to Oskalo()sa, Towa,
and entered upon the practice in partnership with William H. Secveys Mr. Smith
was always a Democrat of the old and patriotic school, and as such
became the first prosecuting attorney of the County, in the first y
Oskaloosa.  His partnership with Judge Seevers continued four
was later associated in the practice with William Loughridge. subSequemly judge
and member of Congress.  After the dissolution of this partnership, he formed one
with Micajah T. Williams, under the firm name of Smith & Williams. In addition
to their legal business they engaged in that of banking. In 1857 M. Smith retired
from the firm and became the sole proprietor of the banking house of William T.
Smith & Co.  In this new pursuit he and his firm were promi

Mahaska County, but a most important factor in its early and medieya] hi
was a native of Pennsylvania, where he was bornin 1824, W

was elected and
ear of his arrjval at
or five years, He

neat for many years.
In addition to his being the frst prosecuting altorney, he filled other offices of
public trust, and always with fidelity and efficiency.  For several vears he was
president of the school board, and as a member of the board he rendered valuable
services Lo the cause of public education. He was a large subscriber towards found-
ing Oskaloosa College. He was greatly interested in the promotion of agriculture
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! in the State Normal Scheol.  During his course  county, Virginia, April 8, 1822, a son

i in Penn College he was editor and manager of of James and Rebecca (\Wilkins) See-
In the meantime he had vers. In his vouth he resided in Freder-

the college paper.
taken up the profession of teaching which he
first followed in the district schools, while from -
1897 until 1899 he was principal of the \Web-
ster School in Oskalcosa. In the latter vear he
accepted the superintendency of the schools of
Mount Pleasant, where he remained for six
years, and in July, 1903, he was called to the
superintendency of the city schools of Oska-

loosa.
In 19 Professor Else was married to Miss
4 Mary Himes, a daughter of D. A. and Anna

—————
e

(Dixon) Himes. of this county. They have one,
child, Dorothy Anna. The parents are mem-
f bers of the Methodist Episcopal church and are
: ' prominent sociallv. Professor Else belongs to
the Masonic fraternity. He has great zeal and
interest in his work and believes in maintaining

a high standard of scholarship. He is con-
f stantly seeking out new methods for the im-
provement of the schools that the work of public
| -instruction shall be effective as a preparation

for life’s practical and responsible duties. He
has become recognized as one of the strong and
; able educators of Iowa and under his guidance
the schools of Oskaloosa are making substan-
tial progress. o

JUDGE . H. SEEVERS.

When the history of Towa and her public
men shall have heen written Judge \W. H. Sec-
vers will he numbered among her illustrious
citizens, for he had a distinguished carcer
as a member of the bar and of the supreme
court of the state. Following his retirement
from the office of chief justice of Towa he re-
sumed the practice of law in Oskaloesa.  He

was ane of the pioneer residents of Mahaska

ick and afterward in Clarke county, Vir-
ginia, where he entered upon the study of law.
He cameé to Oskaloosa, June 22, 1844, and con-
tinued a resident of this city to the time of his
death. e pursued the study of law under the
direction of Milton T. Peters and was admitted
to ‘the bar in the district court of ahaska
county in 1846. He at once entered upon the
practice of his profession as a partner of Wil-
liam T. Smith, which connection continued un-
til 1852. He was subsequently associated wiih
his brother James under the irm name of Wil-
liam H. & James A. Seevers and several vears
later M. T. Williams. now deceased, was ad-
mitted to a partnership under the firm name of
Seevers. Williams & Seevers. \Vhen James A.
Seevers entered the United States service at the
time of the Civil war the firm style of Seevers &
Williams was adopted and several years later
the partnership was dissolved, at which time
Mr. Seevers became associated with M. L.
Cutts. now deceased. This connection con-
tinued until 1876, when Judge Secevers was
clected to the supreme bench of Towa.
- For many years he had figured prominently
in public life. He was elected to the general as-
sembly of Towa in 1847 and again in 1873, but
resigned during his sccond term in 1876 upon
his appointment to the supreme bench of the
state. He had been elected and served as
county altorney in 1830 and 1831 and in the
spring of 1832 was chosen judge of the third
Ie served upon the

judicial district of Towa.
bench for four vears and his record as a julge

.

was in harmony with his record as a man and

lawver, distinguished by a masterful grasp ot

. - " 1 ‘ g
every problem presented for solution wid oy
duty.

strict and  unswerving  devotion  to

Called to the highest tribunal of the state. he
served for thirteen years en the supreme benes

i Source: lowa Tef Bt and Statd Legisiators Gumsttion tompilSditsynmiuesels ano Etdar the: sidte Mistorigat Serizwiorsowk Librdry Das Moikies, lowa.
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chief justice. Ilis service on the bench was
distinguished by the highest legal ability.  To
wear ‘the ermine worthily it is not enough that
one possess legal acumen, is learned "in the

principles of jurisprudence, familiar with prec- -

edencé and thoroughly honest.  Many men,
even when acting uprightly. are wholly unable
to divest themselves of prejudice and are un-
.consciotisly warped in their judgments by their
own menlal characteristics or educational pe-
culiarities. ~ This unconscious and variable
disturbing force enters more or less into the
judgments of all men, but in the ideal jurist
this factor becomes so small as not to be dis-
cernible in results and loses its potency as a dis-
turbing force. Judge Secvers was exception-
ally free from all judicial bias. Tlis varied
legal learning and wide experience in the courts,
the patient care with which he ascertained all
of the facts bearing upon every case which
came before him. gave his decisions a solidity
and exhaustiveness for which no members of
the bar could take exception.

Judge Secevers was prominently identified
with the educational interests of Oskaloosa and
with various interests hearing directly upon the

welfare and progress of the citv. He took an

- active part in the organization of the Iowa

Central_Railroad Company, served as a member
of its board of directors for many years and
was at onc time vice-president. He was also
a stockholder in the Mahaska County Savings
Bank and in the Qskaloosa National Bank. act-
ing as president of the latter for a number of
years. e took an active interest in the devel-
opment of the coal resources of the county and
was a stockholder "and director of two local
companies formed for this purpose.

Judge Scevers was married in Oskaloosa.
Fehruary 20, 1849. to Caroline M. ILece. a na-
tive of Ohio, who died in 1903, Dy this mar-
riage there were born seven children.  Virginia

chied m .8. 1, leaving a daughter. arrie 1.

PAST AXND DRESEXNT OF MAHASKEA COUXNTY

the wife of James C. Fletcher. a real-estate

dealer of Chandler. Oklahoma. by whom she”

has two children. Harry \W. was married May
18, 1887, to Stella M. Wilson,-a daughter of
Rezin and Amclia (Baer) Wilson.  His wife
was born and reared in Oskaloosa and they
have one child, Grace, now thirteen years of age.
Grace Scevers is the wife of Charles V. Hoff-
mann and has two children. Nell Scevers is the
wife of William TI. Kalbach. a hardware mer-
chant of Oskaloosa, and has two children. \Wil-
liam H. Scevers is a merchant of Altus, Okla-
homa. and has two children. All of the mem-
bers of this family were born in Oskaloosa.

"After retiring from the supreme bench Judge
Seevers resumed the practice of law in Oska-
loosa. Ile continued to make his home in this
city unul his death, at which time the state
mourned the loss of one of its representative
and honored men. No man was ever more re-
spected, ever more fully enjoyed the confidence
of the people or more richly deserved the es-
teem in which he was held. In his life time, the
people of his state, recognizing his merit. re-
ioiced in his advancement and in the honors to
which he attained and since his death they have
cherished his memory. In his private life he
was distinguished by all that marks the true
gentleman and in his public carcer he displayed
the profound legal wisdom and the quiet dig-
nity of an ideal follower of his calling.

WILLIAM C. ANDERSON.

William C. Anderson is one of the extensive
landowners of Mahaska county, his home farm
comprising four hundred and thirty-six acres
on section 23, Spring Creck township. Tdere
i addition lu tilling the soil he is engaged in
raising and breeding stock, and his life record
proves that success is not a matter of genius hut
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ttled with a full discharge, without the loss of a
_ollar to the government or himself. He went into
the service not to enrich himself, but to aid in saving
the country, and left a record as clean as his motives
were pure.

Politically, Captain McCall is a republican, with
free-soil, whig antecedents, and has usually been
quite active. He has attended nearly all the con-
gressional and state conventions of his party since
settling in Nevada; has once been on the state cen-
tral committee, and chairman of the county commit-
tee twice. He is a man of much influence in politics
in the central part of the state.

In Odd-Fellowship he is also prominent, and has
twice been a representative to the Grand Lodge of
the state. <

He has been a member of the Presbyterian church
for twenty-four years, and an elder of the Nevada
body the last half of that. period. He is a man
whose purity of motives and of life secure him great
respect. :

Captain McCall has had three wives, the first being
Miss Sarah Garrett, of Polk county; married on the
1st of March, 1849. She had four children, and died
on the 1gth of January, 1855. = Only one of her chil-
dren, John A. McCall, attorney, of Des Moines, is

now living. His second wife was Miss Mary A.
Boynton, of Marion, Linn county; married on the
28th of October, 1858, and dying on the 4th of
August, 1875, leaving three children, four preceding
her to the land of spirits. His présent wife was Miss
Clara Kennedy, of Carrollton, Ohio; married on the
1g9th of October, 1876. She has one child.

Captain McCall came into Iowa driving an ox
team, with no capital but a resolute will and a small
fund of learning acquired in the home circle, and
by his own application, energies and business talents
has become one of the wealthiest men in the county.
Two years after he came to Iowa, his father, who was
not in good health, joined his sons, who had provided
him a home in Polk county, where he died, and where
the step-mother of Captain McCall still resides.

The subject of this sketch gave his entire earnings
to the family until after he became of age, all of his
accumulations having been made since he was twen-
ty-three years old. He has a great deal of village
property, and at least twenty-four hundred acres
of land in Story county, fourteen hundred acres of
it under good improvement. He has always been
a fair, straightforward dealer, patient and obliging,
and for integrity, no man'’s character in the county
stands better.

HON. WILLIAM H. SEEVERS,

OSK.ILOOSA.

ILLIAM HENRY SEEVERS, the junior

member of the supreme bench of Towa, is
native of Shenandoah county, Virginia, and dates
his birth on the 8th of April, 1822. His grand-
father, Henry Seevers, settled in the State of Penn-
sylvania. James Seevers, the father of William H,,
was born in Virginia, and was a private in the war
of 1812-15. He was a general business man, and
is now, at the age of eighty-five years, living with
his son. The Seevers family have some Huguenot
blood in their veins. The wife of James Seevers
was Rebecca Wilkins, who died in 1875.

The subject of this sketch spent his boyhood near
Winchester, Virginia, farming, attending a common
and select school, and clerking in a country store.
He commenced reading law in his native state in
1843; removed to Oskaloosa, Iowa, the next year,
where he finished reading; was admitted to the har
in 1846, and has since attended steadily to his pro-

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

fession, except when serving his constituents in some
other capacity.

He was elected district attorney in 1848 and served
one term ; was elected judge of the third judicial dis-
trict in 1852 ; served nearly five years in all, and then
resigned; was a member of the lower house of the
general assembly at the session in 1858, the first ses-
sion held at Des Moines, and again in the session of
1876, and resigned in February of the latter year to
accept an appointment to the supreme bench, serv-
ing as chief justice the rest of that year. In the
autumn of the same year he was elected by the peo-
ple, and hence is now the junior member of the su-
preme bench. Before he went on the bench he was
regarded as one of the most adroit and Dbest read
practitioners in the state. His knowledge of the
practice of the law is immense. He was the editor
of the code in 1873, His opinions are very high
authority with the bar of Iowa.
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Politically, Judge Seevers is a republican, strong
and unwavering. He was formerly a whig. He was
a delegate to the national convention which renom-
inated President Grant in 1872,

His wife was Miss Caroline M. Lee, a native of
Ohio, who was married in Oskaloosa on the zoth of
February, 1849. They have lost one daughter, and
have six children living. Virginia, the eldest daugh-
ter, is the wife of Henry L. Briggs, druggist, of Os-

kaloosa; Carrie is the wife of James C, Fletcher,
merchant at Wall Lake, Wright county, Iowa; Harry
W. is a student at Cornell College, Mount Vernon ;
Grace is at school in Davenport; and Nellie and
William H. are at home. : ?
Mrs. Seevers is a christian mother, a member of |
the Methodist Episcopal church, where the family

worship, and a woman of strong mental facultles,_‘

and active and benevolent in all good causes. :

GEORGE H. MAISH,
DES MOINES.

EORGE H. MAISH, a native of York county,
Pennsylvania, was born on the 3oth of Sep-
tember, 1835, and is the son of David Maish and
Sarah nde Neiman. His paternal ancestors settled
in Chester county, Pennsylvania, about one hundred
and fifty years ago, having emigrated thither from
Bavaria, while his maternal ancestors came from
Germany more than a hundred years ago. His
grandparents were David and Mary Maish, and
George and Mary zée Rupert.

Our subject is the eldest of three sons. His
brother, Levi Maish, born on the 22d of November,
1837, received a common-school education, and af-
terward served an apprenticeship of two years un-
der a machinist. During the war of the rebellion
he was lieutenant-colonel, and also colonel of the
130th regiment Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, and
was wounded at the battle of Antietam, and also at
Chancellorsville.

After the close of his military service he pursued
a course of study in the law department of the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania, and in 1864 was admitted
to the bar.

In 1867 he was elected to the general assembly of
Pennsylvania for a term of two years, and in 1872
was appointed by the legislature as one of a com-
mittee to reéxamine and reaudit the accounts of cer-
tain public officers of York county, Pennsylvania,
and elected to the forty-fourth congress on the dem-
ocratic ticket in the fall of 1874.

His youngest brother, Lewis Maish, was born on
the 2d of July, 1840. He also served as an appren-
tice and worked as a machinist for several years. At
the opening of the rebellion he enlisted in the 87th
regiment of Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry, com-
manded by Colonel George Hay, of York, Pennsyl-

R o Ty ree

ST L T AR e N s e

vania. He became second lieutenant, and for three
years served as captain of company D. Being taken
prisoner, he was confined in rebel prisons about six
months. He resumed his trade, after the close of
the war, and in 1867 removed to his present home
in Minneapolis, Minnesota,

George had the advantage of a common-school
education, and after closing his studies was for sev-
eral years engaged with his father. At the age of
seventeen he placed himself in the employ of Messrs,
P. A. and S. Small, machinists, of York, Pennsylva-
nia, and after remaining with them a period of nine
years formed a partnership with Mr. John M, Brown,
and during the next four years was engaged in the-
coal business with good success,

During that time he became well known as a
thorough and competent business man, and at the
earnest solicitation of the board of directors of the
old York Bank, accepted the position of teller in
that institution. After four and a half years of most
satisfactory service he relinquished his position, and,
removing to Iowa, settled at Des Moines, where,
with his brother-in-law, Charles A. Weaver, under
the firm name of Weaver and Maish, he engaged in
the drug business. :

To this business he gave his close attention until
the fall of 1875, when, with other gentlemen, he or-
ganized the Iowa National Bank of Des Moines, and
was elected to his present position of cashier of the
same.

As a business man, Mr, Maish has from the first
been eminently successful. Beginning without cap-
ital, other than his own native abilities, and prompt-
ed by the ambition-to become known as an upright,
honorable and influential man, he has by his own
effort gradually risen to his present commanding po-
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1850 United States Federal Census

Name:  William H Seevers
Age: 28
Estimated birth  abt 1822
year:
Birth Place:  Virginia
Gender:  Male

Home in 1850

(City,County,State):

Oskaloosa, Mahaska, Iowa
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Family Number: 108
Household Name Age
Members:  william H Seevers 28
Caroline Seevers 22
Virginia Seevers 1
James A Seevers . ) 19
Elizabeth Lee 55
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William H Seevers

abt 1822

48

Virginia

Oskaloosa Ward 4, Mahaska, Iowa
White

Male

View image

Oskaloosa

Name Age
William H Seevers 48
Caroline M Seevers 42
Virginia E Seevers 20
Carrie L Seevers 14
Harry W Seevers 11

Grace Seevers 8

Nellie Seevers
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Elizabeth Lee 77
Walker Foster 19
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1880 United States Federal Census
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Estimated birth
vear:
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Father's
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Marital Status:
Race:
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Son

W. H.
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At School

Single

White

Male
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W. H. Seevers
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In diVI dual Record FamilySearch™ Pedigree Resource File

William H. Seevers Compact Disc #140 Pin #4226366 Pedigree
Sex: M

Event(s)
Birth: 1825
Virginia
Death: 1895
Oskaloos, IA.

Parents

Marriage(s)
Spouse: Caroline Malinda Lee  Disc #140 Pin #4226354
Marriage:

Notes and Sources
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