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not a of the ~httrch he and. especially-· nnoer .- nio 
this city, be turne'd : 

commercial law, as- a·: . .-:~,t~~~:~i~~:i~~-~ ~ ;~~~~~~~~ 'rind satisfac~torjlhi\<l.;~_;.The · 
of the iirm of }fartin; :Murphy 

was _sl!nsllliy · · · toward: it. _H~ 
never belonged to any _secret order • . ·• 

. T1IE FAIDLY :AND Fm!ERAL: , . 

. The family in_ washington cons'sts of 
liis . widow and · his daughter. ,Teisie; 
His aged mother is still living hi S!otix 
City with her daughter, Mrs. T. S. Mar
tin •. · The~ other. members of his_ family 
are his ·sisters, Mrs •. Henry E. Shinn of 

City, and Mrs, James Brennan .of 
Davenport, and his brothers. '£, P. · 

o! 11j v 
and si1 

,\·as follow~d -by the -formation ·of · the, 
new firm of ·Ellis, Murphy '& Gould,Mr . 
M~rphy'Ji.nirtners being Hon; ·. Lyman 
Ellis, now of Clinton·, aud:tne I:!te ?_e~-. 
E. Gould of.this city, : This- was _con
tlmled in'existence. till July,.1Bs9;\vheli. 
it wr,i; succeeded by :the firm of Gould 
& ~Iurphy; 'r.·. :a. ,- :Murphy' · succeecled 
!tis ·father in· the partner~hip, th•e f<>rn~er:Jwelc_c•m•!d .::!J!Ild 

p)ly bfSi<iui[City, and B: T, ~turpby of 
Marengo. ~ · ·· · , : 

day-·by day ~.nd lln 
· died this. morning. ' 'fhe fnneraLwillbe 
· ;held at 'his ' late' ·residencli tomorrow ms

1
·onY. 

· '111ornlilg, ann at 11 o'clock -the remah1s -; :1.Iay' l0, ts:i9, Mr.• ll-turphy-was mar'. 
· will be taken to Davenport via the riE!d: to )!iss. Mar¥ Gr~eri, daughter of 

Pennsylvania raU.i:oad, where iii tennent SamueiiJ.re~n. She. came of. a .Q\iaker. 
·. takes~~~~ on Thuri;day. I[ bm'lly, hut was a. gradlia:te of the Ioi•;;-

. TIIE CAUSE -oF DEi'rn. / .:..':· · .State univ"ersity nnd a ladY of educa:-
. This news was fully expe•:ted, though tion .and refinement. T_hey.had twr 

' it is news of the sort that ohe 'Is never children-'£. A. 'Murphy, . who' carries 
')>~pared for when-its subhct is a rela- on the business of the old ' firm here; 
tive 'or frienil. From ·the ' time of t!1e and ~!iss Jessie Murphy,:,\·hose !wine 

~- lBst ~la~e; ~~om '''hat was ]hoped to be has alwo.ys been with her · father. 
'"· :a ,start toward -recovery, :Mr.l\Inrphy's T\vo y~ars after ·coining herG· from 

·· death. lias· been expected hfre at almost ~(arengo the family .occupied the octa-
'any time: , gonaJ house On the northW~St COmer OJ 

The cause of death was• 'circhosis of ·!:iix~h aud .-LeClaire streets, ana it re-
.• the liver, with which . was complicated _tna ined _the· family residence till the 

a . dropsical condition. 1:or sevcml . . thil tamily r.emoved 
years l\Ir; 1\[urphy's healt h had n.ot Mrs. Murphy clied in . 
been good, but his actual . ilh1Pss dates In August, 1800, ~fr. 
from July 1, I&J3, lie had · · was married to l\Iiss :lllary 

j_()~~ w ·seeK: · · ·. ' · :v~Jtm' of -Washington, a lady of line 
~tysical troubles . ,1-~oli'iiY"n,::l tradition, an~l 

T. A'; Murphy· will meet the r~main~ . 
at Chicago Wednesdny1 and accompany 
tlieirh o •. this • .clty, _arriving here _,vi~h 
·theiii'·'Vednesday night. _The funeral 

taken;· •. 'there was no for dallying ·-iviiJ' '·be ~held . -as stated, Thursday, 
0r delaying, imd as nii!.yor Mr, Mnrphy with services ~t th~ . cathedral of the 
took tlie straightest; promptest course Sacred· Helirt ilt 9 ii; mr · 
open to him. In other. ways be proved· The Peiica~ · Club-.;_.iil hold a dancing 
his Tight to the respect' of the· residents · ·school at Hibernian -hall, every Thurs
of Davenport as their executive oflicer. day evening •. Prize waltz, Dec: 14: · 

AS STATE SENATOR. . ·just received a large stock of ' ear-
As state senatorhe was always in his pets and rugs, which will be sold much 

· f h' below .the market price. L. W.l'eter -place, and he did excellent work or IS sen's carpet _and wall paper store, 122 
city and: state. ltis energy and at ten- west 'third streed.. . . . · 
tion to business were unfailing; lind he · Oxford nibiM, prayer books and 
had an acquaintance and in!l'ttcnce in ·Hymnals-'-new editions-are just what 

whole · state that ' made him a ~ore~ member-of ,thl;! famjly nl!~ rl~ for 
. valuable man to his section arid pil.rt;y. Christn!as; to b!! Iirld at E.· }t White's. 
His morEl prcirii!Mnt posidons· there .. If you have some pictures , hat you 
were taken in opposition to the bill to wish to haye framecl bring them to 
tax eleemosynary institutions · of the liuebinger's art store, 221 West T!Jird 

• te He ,vas iargely· Jed and in- stree~, th~ best II!Jd ch.eapest J.llar~ for -~ · - frammg m the City. ~atisfactJnn guar-ftu mcedJ.to this stand by tim unsellish · lin teed, . 
and efforts the Order of · 
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tiii;~si<tcrs"11f'·~t~~rc'l;· ot this the round u ... TI·: 

~ - :New . ·,Jersey, and in tli•!'~~la.vs.l..fl.\'~otilpL"hed ltrid M. lc.rh~t.iv~> ' .. : •Y~ 

of July, immediately up·:,;; , the ap- · i 1·1;ton Ms st',P.~' a g~~;~;~~~tJ;~;~/;{+·~~~;j~1!;~1ih~1i;t~~:~~;~~~ · ·- pearatice . of this last ·, !Jnes8, he :df\I_' ;tlmn. DaYEl1]:]1,o;:t ' 
'· ~ent there again, but the . aiJ.m~nt was there 10 ~'ears aM, 't;lf~ 

sta- ,\ 
· of Till' ' 

·_
1
1 inga t · 

rneetin ; 
oite tl)at -conld not be reaciH!JI_~~c'@'ige ,J>h"!!:ys· ~~en home: to go, ho 

U!CUUOOIHI for theJU and of climate or ext~rnal conditi~n~;'lln'a ·;;rctrtmed. his re~~<mCS'!;!tero;, 
he ""ew rapidly \vorse. ',Jiilytb .It~-- r(;. ~l\iri'ys V:!'te(h~c. · H)lJ:iifite•tl!><tii!.fiilcve; f.t0 
turned to -'}ashington; an•l he left the IJcen located here. 

nle&Sute' that .Jlroposecl a:· 
'\\;itii tin th~ energy that 

helped to wiri it; did ' -- room,he -took upon his arrival there on flirded him a climate aml associat ion; 
·- ,, o::.ly one occasion, aitd that was when . that ll'er.c.nwre agreeable. and he spent 

.. he WaS remi>Yed · from it to hLq newly the greater ~art of hts : ti~1 e there, but 
.. purchased · 1 esid~uce, 21-t A street, the city that saw his greatest success in 

'· · Souti:P.ast. · . life was neYer forgotten. · 
J'CDGE >tt:nrny's I'AHLY J,IFE.' lns rOJ.ll'lCAL RECORD, 

· The life history of Jeremiah lieP.:'Y lit was the first ambitioit · of J. JJ. 
: :Murphy is full of incidentl; of intere;t Il{urphy's life -to be g-overnor of Iowa 

and value to the young man of today \\'hen he was contending in a boyiFJ, 
. ~-:-;!oo is bent on making lois way in the way in the neighborhood debates in 

.-world. · . . ·, · . ., Iowa and Johnson counties, before ht 
He was born in Lowell, Mass., l•' eb. was of a~e. this thought and.honie wa~ 

19, 1835. UiH father was Timothy Mur' 1 i.tt his mind, and underlaid his plan' 
pby, a native of the ·County. 9ork, Ire-. and work. For years it was cherished. 
t:ind; and a hatt~r by tr".dl\; a man -of though it grew weake! in after life till 
si!lf-reliance ami enerp:rtic Itidustry, it wus dismisset1 as one of tho pleas ing 

.:· Ills mother was .Jernsba Shattuck, a illn~ions of ;-outh. . . 
· descendant . of the Piltrrims and a . In politic's he was a democrat from 

.. ·. woman of strong character and manv lirst to last,- and an active and hard 

.)r o~·irtues. He was one of a·family of 10 working one. ·In 1855, when but 20 
children, of whom flye P.re now living. · ye:irs -•f age, he stumped the whole 

The subject of this sketch wns etlu- region of Iowa and Johnson co'tmties 
cated in the public schools of J3oston in the. cause of JameE J3uchanan, a r d 
till the · removal of his father an.r he ;Ias taken an active · part in every 

. family :to Jo'ond dn Lac -county, Wis· Iowa campaign since then, . until the. 
<:onsin, in 1840. There he laid the foun- lust one, and it is safe to Ray he .would 
<ladion of a good education. This was have been found working in · it if his 
8Upplemented by 18 months in Apple- .. lie~lth haclbeen mch as .to pennit it. 
'ton university; Wisconsin, after the ·re-. _His first 'public olllce ;was an .alder-

. moval to that statP, ant! bY' privat<,' m'ai1ic chair ·in ;~farengo; to · wliich '·he 
·.:.•.: ,!. I 

that direction ti.an any.otlier 
man in the Iowa assembly. He was 
n~t'-less prominent in his opposition to 
the prohibition bill. He · lent. himself 
to . that. work unsparingly, ancl was 
:tn1ong the leaders against it. 

FitiE~D 0~~ TJIE HENNEr IN. 

lt was in ~onnection with the Henne
pin canal that ~Ir. ~Iurphy ·made his 
mark and national. name in· congress. 
fie had taken the interest ot a good 

zon; merely, in this measure, but the 
national waterways · conve-ntion · that 
,,·as held here iii 1880 made him an en-: 
thusiastic advocate of _the Hennepin. 
From that tiine forward hhl other ambi
tion to be guvernor of his state was 
paled by the absorbing interest with 
wliich he pursued this great project. He 
was granted the happiness of seeing ,it 
comnienced as a reality, but was not 
permitted to see any part of it in ser
vice as a national highway. 

Before he went to W&shington as a 
member of the :C'ourty-eighth congress 
~Ir. Murphy had made a rcwutation as 
chan1pion of the Hennepin canal. It 
was natural that he should ·be placed. 
.m the committees on riYers and har
b~r~. an (rrailways nnrl canals, in bnth 

· the d 
AI{~ ., ~xerci~· 

.u•oloOJ .. l.IU ,,,· • o •• , ,.:itS OCCt 

(W. themsr 
-man lady of ag~ ; . the I out_thP 
station and inquired for Chief of 'j derly tr 
-Kessler. The· chief was face to face ' ·ii'as ace 
with her when she macle this inquiry._ I ing-. .. 
She foltl him 'that her name was W osteri- : Dr. · T 
berg, her home :Eldridge, ariel that slui a· groun 
had come to report _to him. 1~he chief , rected n 

. was mystified for a moment, but soon 1 ians in I 

discovered that the women was suffer- human 
ing something very like an attack of their pa 
insanity, Shll had a wild idea that she A few s 
must report to the chief of police; his and i 
she had no idea why or whllt fo·r. She· the star: 
said she felt strangely; at times as A sing!• 
though she were receiving a shock of hit was · 
electricity, and that she wus imp~lletl cornm r 
t<> seek . this interYiew. Sh~ was takeh servic~ ; 
into th~ · house of detention. where One <' 
Police Matron II ill talked with her the talk 
~\vhile, the woman alternately smiling history 
and crying. She has relatives here, stranger 
parents and a sister, and she was told said. 
to go and talk the matter over with haYe rec, 
them, and then, if she still 1371, 18<: 
felt that she must report to the the stre 
chief of police, to return und do so. I once." l 
The woman's ' reason is plainly dis- sion fron 
ordered, it Is hoped but temporarily. of Cohn 

'Trinity church ladies will hold a ~ .after the 
Christmas bazar at Guild hall, Tuesday.' · The n' 
1)n~ 1 ~\ ~~':2' f !~!:~:_· ~~ ~ :: · :· >·.:-:~ . r.: : .: .: .. ·.: ~~~~ -~~ :~: :. 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

... .. , nu.:;, vv&&l Ul Lo!V\\"CII, ~\l:l~ !-\, 1 J.' ~~lJ. 

10, 1835. His father was :rimothy Mur' 
phy, a native or the County ~ork, Ire· 
•and, nnd a hatter hy t rM111; a mtln or 

· self-reliance nn\1 encrgt tic !ntlttijtry. 
.His mother was .Tern~bn Shattuck, n 
descendant of tlte l'il1frlms and n 
woman of strong character nnd many 

,..._.virtues. He '1\' IIS one ot a· family of 10 
cblhlron, of whom ftve P.rG . now living. 

.·· · The subject of this sketch wns edu
cat~ in the public schoi ils of lloston 
till the . removal of his ·· fath~r and· 

.family .to Fond du Lac ;:.c,)unty;· Wis: 
- oconsin, in 1840. There he laid the foun- . 
dadion of a good education. ·Tliis · was 
supplemented by 18 months in Apple
ton university;_Wisconsin, after the ·' 
movnl to that state, aJid · by ' 

:. rending a nil. study ·as time '· 
· rcr them. lie had .. !inergy· 

make .use o! th~ sjl:ire 
·. which<he,wa.S'abie tO sell ·contained.the 

. real op~,ort_U:nities of'hiH'iife;·.: , '<~:: · 
:: • · .. · ;,I" . .- As i'o,I·A 'rro~iEnS. "T.! ·: •. .-:;, ,. 

. In 1852 the ·family . remiivcd" to.IowO. . 
. county, lo'l\'3. ,They·} 'ciltne: to ,their 

··:. ' · ·ilew claim on. Old' Man: ·'creek in that . 
· fuie region in a p·rairie :;schooner, at

t~nded bv- all the 'circumstances ··of 
·: prim!.ive llfe in the west in those days, 
,:.....,circumstances that wonld • now . lie ac-

. . : . . connted . actual · hardShips, bv tJ.~. "lL" 
dren of· · women 
· them without com: 

~- ~-" accer~IJ,I~ ;~~erii as_ matt~rs ~f 
· conrse. . ·. :· • · t· ,;. • -·· . 

wus ot age, tnts thought nnd home WR! 
i,n hls mind, nnd underlaid his plam 
nnd work. For years it wns chcrlshcil. 
thonrj-h It grew weaker in after life til l 
It wus dismissed ns 1i1ie of the ph~asing 
illnslons. of ;·outh. · 

In politics he wns a democrat from 
lh>t to last; aml an .active and luiru 
working one. In 18iiu, when but 20 
yenrs ,.1f ngc, he . stumped the whole 
region of Iowa and Johnson. co'nnt!es 
in the cause of James '·nuchanan, a r d 
he has taken an active · part in · ·every 
Iowa c~mpaign since• then, .until .the 
last one, and it is safe to snY. he .. would 
have been fouml working in ' it· ·if his . 
!iel1'ith had' been moh as, to permit it. ,· 
~ ;i~ls first"public 6ince} vas an · .alder-

m':i'nic eMir •in · · · · which 
iia~ eleiMd in ; 

' was ·.'inade ·,,u'"'"••J ... . v 

---- - - ·· - -----~-··"' ..... ..... !!fl''" .... 

cltiZQil, merely, In this measure, but the 
national waterways convention that 
.vns held here In 1880 mndc him an en·. 
~huslastlc advocate of the Hennepin. 
~·rom that tiinc j~rward hiH other ambi
tion to be governor of his state was 
paled by the absorbing ln.terest with 
wlilch he pursned this great pro)I!Ct. He. 
waH grunted the 1Hippiness of seeing ,it 
commenced as a reality, hlit was not 
permitted to see any part of it in ser
vice as a national highway. • 

Before he went to W&shington as a 
member of the Fpurty-eighth congress 
~fr. :Murphy had made a r~utation as 
champion . of the 'llennepin canal. It· 

..• - .... .. ..... YH~" .,. , "u" '"'uc-1 ul pouce; 
she had no idea why or whllt for. She 
said she f~lt strangely; at times as 
though she were receiving a shock of 
eiectriclty, llnd that she Wils impelie1l 
to-seek this interview. She was tnken 
into th~ · house of detention, where 
l'ollce Matron llill talked with her 
-:~whil~, the woman alternately smiling 
and crying. She has relatives here, 
parents and a sister, and she was told 
to go and talk the matter over with 
them, anci then, if she still 
felt that she must report to the 
chief of police, to return and cl.o so. 
The woman's • reason is plainlr. d is
ordered, it Is hoped but temporanly. 

· and 

was-natl.Iral that he ' sHould ·be .. placed. 'Trinity . church ladies will hold a 
.m the committees on rivers and har- Christmas hazar at Guild hall, Tuesday,, 
bors, nn(l'rallways and canals, h1 . both Dec. 12, begining at 2 o'clock~ 'Supper 
ofwliichplaces he served with zeal 5.30 to 7. Entertainment, 8 ji: iri:;--at 
etnciehcy, bending ·all his other atten' which the Tourist :Mandolin: club · 

~o•no>•o•••'· ' tion,)it. . seenii!U: to his :people .here at Mrs. Sears wil.l'as~ist: -:: ._.,.. · 
·nome,t'o· 'tiui''accomplishmimt of . the Choice •7:per .cent farm '· !dans in• all 
·!!!glsia'tion needed:t;d.sectire, the ... Hen: ·sizes' owne1t and.foi ·sale·by· .. ·. , ., . 
· ncpin app~opriaii6'ns a·nd silt,t.ii~t ~dfk ,,,; ,,,. " · · ':Hi!'~;y,r;y; &; :-.rooitE. 

· :rr_~,fiJ.' .. , .. ·,:!• ;. ·;_''.''·· and · draWiiiJt 'liiaterlals · ~t 
he traveled wfdely "a~:~,:~;~·;:.~l ;~';,~~t;.~·?-:h,ir~ 
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- ;,,~> · ... ~•:.:c .... took:up. tlle . subj~ct ~• Pictures .enlarged ~in<crayon, . pastel illnst t 
tli 1~ F.ten,nepiii h:e included the. and· water color at Huebin'ger's art Ha• 

store, 221West Third street:·· , 
in~ his journeyings, till at the A :NEw mEA; 

of his·'. tlea.th he ·was able to say A-movemimt· is on foot in Des Moines 
that there \vas not a -state or territory to abolisit ward boundariesand,instead 
of the union, or an iinportnnt city or . having representatives from a con
section of ··the country, that he ·had not· federation ofseverallittle towns in the 
visited .• Everywhere he went•he city council, to have . that . body com
the name · of Davenport and talked - 'posed of three or five-members elected 

.Hennepin canal,' He attended- eyery ·by the citizens at large, and instead of 
'lvaterways convention that :\vas held, paying them a nominal salary to. give 

•lollo", •• .;:•• any part of .the country, and.' always ttiem about .$1,500 a year each and to 

. Ro5 
Cob 

· Bea 

The 
byth• 
day, I 
2 o'clc 
cents . 
which 
do lin 
cents. 

·. '·; ._;-~fThil : llreai · aefes·~f :this low:( f; rni 
'·:' ... giive 'ampleempl~meJit to all the mem: 

. · ~~ ·bez:s oftlie, family atfirst; andJerry;as 

. . . . t!ie·sub}e~'t..ofthis . sbtch 'vas known 
. among;hli: assOciates ito the'J.i.'y 
_ _; death, '1\'35 not idle. Jn' the . ('r rriis~:ed : fJ.IHition.al 

;1852 lie and his . · 

an· · otlicial ·,·' -capacity, · as an ac- -require their entire time in , looking' 
credited delegate and representative. afwr city.· affairs. ·This; it is urged, 
rr~ . used ;his . acquaintniiice -an_d ~ in- would. be a great improvement over the 
tluence . to -enlist 'interest in the great in general use of Ii'aving six or 
scheme, and he ceased · not'to labor till eight wards, each represented by two 
he saw the Hennepin .canal take shape aldermen ' pledged· to get as much as 
!IS an actuality . .. Everything\vas. SUO· possible out . of the public funds for 
.ordinated:to-this· great·. pet· plan of-his. their c·onstitueitts . . It is claimed that 

Fra· 
lluebl 
street. two ·· 

He. even went to-the_en_d _Of rechr!sttin- plan would ·be. cheaper for the tax-
ing himself a -nam·esake.,' of -the canal; and more satisfactory all around, 
and, i~ 0:: ~Ieasant • mood~pften ;signed . whose oc 

name.Jere Hemiepin ;Murphy: , He· l :. 11n'ia1;im~~~~~~:.::_::__:_:~ 
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MURPHY, Jeremiah Henry, 
1835-1893 

MURPHY, Jeremiah Henry, a Representative 
from Iowa; born in Lowell, Mass., February 19, 
1835; moved with his parents to Fond duLac 
County, Wis., in 1849, and to Iowa County, Iowa, 
in 1852; attended the Boston public schools and 
Appleton (Wis.) University; was graduated from 
the University of Iowa at Iowa City in 1857; 
studied law; was admitted to the bar in 1858 and 
commenced practice in Marengo, Iowa; elected 
alderman in 1860; delegate to the Democratic 
National Convention in 1864 and 1868; moved to 
Davenport in 1867 and continued the practice of 
law; elected mayor of Davenport in 1873 and 
again in 1878; member of the State senate 1874-
1878; was an unsuccessful candidate for election 
in 1876 to the Forty-fifth Congress; elected as a 
Democrat to the Forty-eighth and Forty-ninth 
Congresses (March 4, 1883-March 3, 1887); was 
an unsuccessful candidate for renomination in 
1886; lived in retirement in Washington, D.C., 
until his death in that city on December 11, 1893; 
interment in St. Marguerite's Cemetery, 
Davenport, Iowa. 

http://bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay.pl?index-M001096 2/1102 
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STATE OF Io·w A, 

We.:J- ~/o.e~c.;) (f)c~ot'ei 20J ,f~J§. 

~n . ................................................................ ·~·- · · ·· ········ · ·········· · ······· ···· 

Dear Sir: It ha.s been the custom of 
each House of the General Assembly to cause to be prepared a.nd published a. 
table showing certain statistics in connection with the names of the members 
thereof. To make this historical data CORRECT is the object of furnishing you this 
blank, and it is hoped that you will aid me in malcinjf it as complete as possible 
by nut.lcinjf a full return of the items below to this office as ea.rly as practicable. 

PLEASE GIVE FIRST NAME IN FULL. 

Jfam~~4~. &/~~f 

;~:~;~·~···~··················· ·· ·· ·········· ·················································· 
Occupation ....... ~···· ·········· · ·········· · ················ 
.N'afivit,z; ...... #.~--£!?~4-~ .. ~ ........ 
Married or Sing'le .......... .. ~:~~-·-~·-·········· 
If in the Service: Reginzent wu.l Ranlc ...... t:.. ... ~ 
!k········~····· · ·~£AA.L!U ......... . 
Yearsinlowa ... ~~~---······ 
.Jlge.~~~m • • · •• m••• · • ••••••mm · m=· • 

weight~~ld~r¢~ 
!£erewith plea.s.e find copy of Rules of the last Session, which, it is requested, you, 

w~ll preservt~, owt.n}f to the scarcity of the edition. · 
Yours, vent respectfully, 

JOSIAH T. YOU~G. 
Secretary of State. 
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erally short, crisp, and to the point. In a word, he 
never· writes unless he has som e thing to write ; nor 
are his taste and judgment less manifest in sele c ting 
for his paper; in other words, he handl es the pen 
and scissors with equal facility . He has ach ieved 
success in his calling, of which he has jus t reason to 

be proud. 
Two younger brothers of Mr. Mahin are a lso resi

dents of Muscatine, both printers, who h ave taste 
and talent for literature. James Mahin (the eldest) 

has been for a number of years local editor of the 
"J ourn~l." He has had a lil.Jeral academic educa
tion; has traveled ext ensively both in Europe and 
A me ri ca, and as a writer is liraphic, philosophic and 
humorous. He is now in his thirty-first year, and 
bids f~ir to become one of the most noted editors of 
the count ry . The younger brother, Frank Mahin, 
is att ending the Harvard Law School, and possesses 
a mind well adapted to the intricate ']Uestions of law, 
and has already developed fine business qualities. 

H 0 N. J E R EIVI I A H H. M U R P :-I Y, 

JJ.I J'ENPOHT. 

JEREMIAH HENRY MURPHY, l~wyer and 
politician, was born in Lowell, Massachusetts, on 

the rgth of February, 1835, and is the son of Timo
thy Murphy and Jerusha 11le Shattuck. His ·fa th er 
was a native of the county of Cork, Ireland, and at 
the age of fourteen years emigr:~ted with hi s f:~th e r 

and an only brother, Jcrcmi~h, after whotn our "th
ject was named, and se ttled in :Massachusetts. J cre
miah afterward graduated at Northampton College, 
was ordained to the ministry of the Ba pti s t chmch, 
and for many years preach ed th e gospel in the sla te s 
of New York, Wisconsin , Iowa and K:~nsas . If e 11·as 
a man of much strength and brillian ce of intell ec t, 
earnest and zealous as a missi onary, and died in 1859 

at Topeka, Kansas. 
The father of our subject, Timothy 1\Iurphy, \\'as 

a m an of grea t self-re liance and in dividu,dity of chen. 

acter, energetic and determined. He d ie d in r866. 
The moth er of our subject is of Puritan s tock, de
scended from Pilgrim ancestors, and in he r di sposi
tion exhibi ts many of the traits of th a t no ble and 
self-renouncing race. She is a highly cultured and 
refined pattern of every social and domest ic virtue. 

Thus mingles in the veins of our subj ect, in eq u<~l 

proportions, the blood of the Celt aqd the Saxon. 
Hence the genius and brilliancy which adorn hi s 
character, on the one hand, and th e gra 1·c dignity, an 
equally important feature of it, on the othe r. 

The parents of our subject had a family of ten 
children, four of whom died in infancy and six of 
whom survive. The survivors are El len, .J e re1ni ah 

H., Bernard, Mary, Timothy anrl Agnes, all of \\'hom 
are now residents of Iowa. The fa the r re moved to 
Wisconsin in 1847 and pnrchased a farm in Fond 
duLac county, on whic,h the family res id ed till r8sz, 

when th ey remo~'e d to Iowa county, Iowa, and pur
chase d and operated a large farm . 

During the summer of 1852 our subject and his 
younger brother, with the aid of two yoke of oxen, 
"broke " some eighty acres of wild land, and in the 
winter following c ut and split some eight thousand 
rails and s t:tkl's and be fore the end of th e following 
summer had a farm of one hundred and sixty acres 
fen ce d and under cu ltivati on. 

J eremiah H. was rai sed in .Massachusetts till the 
age of fourt ee n yea rs, and at the public schools of 
his na ti1·c pla ce laid the foundat ion of ~n education. 
On remo1· in g to Wi sconsin he att ended the Apple
ton Un i1·ersity for a period of eighteen months, and 
in r854 he entered the Stale Uni1·ersity of Iowa, at 
Iowa City, fr om which he graduated in 1857 · 

i\fter quittin g col lege he walk ed to Marion, in 
Linn county, Iowa, a di stan ce of thirty-one miles, 
and en tered the law office of the Jion. William Smith 
(wh o wa s durin g the re belli on a colonel in the Union 
army, and st ill la ter member of congress, and died in 
1871) as a law stnd e11t, and after nine months' study 
was ~ d mitte d to the bar. H e commenced his pro
fess ional ca ree r in Marengo, cou nty seat of Iowa 
county, wh ere he remained some nine years, with 
very considerable success. In r867 he removed to 
Dav enp ort , which has since be en hi s home, and 
formed a pa rtn ership for the practice of la w with H . 
l\L l\'1 art in, EsC1., whi ch is still in ex istence. The 
firs t ten years of his pro fession~! life was devot ed 
mainly to nintinal prar.ti ce, :lt whi ch he attained to 

consid erable di st in ction; latterly he has been d e
voting his attention more especially to commercial 
law, with ve ry s atisf~ c tory results. 

He has gi1·en co nsiderable attention to politi cs 
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and has been a life-long democrat. At th e age of 
twenty years he" stumperl" the counties of Johnson 
and Iowa in the intere st of James Buchanan . His 
first public office was that of alderman of the town 
of Marengo in Iil6o. ln the s:une year he was a 
deputy United States marshal, and took the census 
of Iowa county. In r86r he was nominated for the 
office of state sen;ttor for his county, but declined 
the candidacy. ln 1864 he was a delegate-at-large 
to the national convention at Chicago which nomi
nated General McClellan for the Presidency . He 
was also a delegate to the national com·ention of 
r866 at Philadelphia; also a delegate to the conven
tion at New York which nominated Seymonr and 
Blair in r81iR; a mctnhcr of the Iowa sLtle l'entral 
committee for five or six years; was mayor of IJav
en port in 187 J, and in Ii'l7 4 was elected to represent 
the city of Davenport in the state senate and is still 
a member of that lwrly. In the autumn of r874 he 
lack ed but one vote of receiving the congressional 
nomination of his party in the second district. In 
r876 he was nominated by his party for that posi
tion, and ran against Hon. Hiram l'rire, nwking a 
gallant fight, hut was defeated. He Jed the halanr:c 
of thl' rlenlllcratic ti .. kt:t, however, !ty sixteen !tnn
dred votes , and received four thousand more votes 
than the Sllccessfnl candidate in 187 4· 

He is now attorney for the Life Assurance Asso
ciation of America, at Saint Louis, Missouri, which 
is one of the largest and most prosperous companies 
in the northwest. He is likewise a stockholder and 
director in the ])avenport water-works, and is in
terested in various other corporations. In religion 
he is liberal. 

On the roth of May, r859, he married Miss Mary 
Green, daughter of Samuel Green, a native of Eng
land. She was raised a Quaker, is a graduate of 
the Iowa University and a lady of culture and refine
ment. They have two children, Timothy and Jesse, 
both still in infancy: 

Mr. Murphy is a gentleman of considerable ge
nius, wit, !trilliancy anrl dash, characteristics derived 
from the Jrish element in his composition. He is, 
moreover, ho.spitable, generous and open-hearted. 
As an entertainer he l1as but few equals in the west. 
His character in this regard will be more readily in
ferred from the fact that his home is the general 
stopping-place of politicians of all parties. It is no 
uncommon thing for opposing candidates to meet at 
his house as guests while seeking favors and support 
from friends of their respective political parties. 

As a lawyer, he is full of expedients, but geQerally 
tries his cases on their merits, without resorting to 
subterfuges. 

BENJAMIN GREENE, 

ADEL. 

Apioneer in Dall~s co\llltj' , Iowa , an cnlnprising 
man, and at an early tlay a member of !he leg

islature, Benjamin C reenc is well worthy of a place 
among the old settlers who are men of mark in the 
state. He comes from very old N cw England stock, 
the ancestor of the family settling in Newport, Rhode 
Island, a few years after the collapse of the English 
commonwealth. His name was originally Clark; he 
was a distinguished nobleman; a military officer un
der Cromwell, and when Charles the Second came to 
the throne, ned to the West Indies, and thence to 
Rhode Island . Genna! Nathaniel Greene belonged 
to this branch of the family, and was a near relative 
of Silas Cre<:ne, the father of Benjamin. Silas was 
eighteen when the revolutionary war closed ( qR3), 
and two years before that date was wounded while 
aiding to clean out a squad of tories near Newport. 

Benjamin Greene was born in Richfield, Otsego 

rcottnty, New York, on the 4th of March, r819. His 
mother was I lehorah Brown, who sprung from a very 
early 1\-fa.ssachnsetts family . Silas Greene moved to 
the vicinity of Oswego, on Lake Ontario, when Ben
jamin was four years old. There the son was reared 
on his father's farrq, picking ttp a fair education in the 
common schools, and beginning to teach during the 
winters when, only sixteen years of age. 

In r8J8, anxious to see the w<:st, he came out as far 
as Belvidere, Illinois, farming fo~r seasons and teach
ing two winters; returned to Oswego in 1842, and n;:ad 
law anrl taught school until the spring of 1846, when 
he came to Iowa, tattght a few months at Utica, Van 
Rnren cnnnty, and then two years at Keokuk. 

Mr. <-;.,eene first saw Adel, his present home, in 
April, 1849, when the village consisted of perhaps 
half-a-dozen log cabins, one of them having a few 
shelf goods, and another a generous stock of tobacco ·· 

.I 
I 
I 
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HON. JEREMIAH H. MURPHY. 

H
ON . .TEBEl\IL\ H H. l\llTHI'IIY wa" born in Lowt>ll, }las>mcllm;ett:;;, 

Ft>bl'll<ll'Y l!J, 1::-:J:J. Jlis fatl1er \YRH Tiluot1Jy }lm·Jdly, a natiYe of 

Connty Cork, Ireland, by t1·:ule a hattPr, and <l lltaiJ Df gJ·par L·nergy, 

in<lustry awl s<·1f-l'Piiallcl'. His mother 1\'<18 -l<>rnslw ;-;hattnck, ,1 

llesct>wlnnt of an olll l'ilgrim family, ailll a woman of g1·eat :'ltn:ngth of 

miiHl and t·ll<H<tdPl'. Tltns tlw traits i11at in after years lll<Ull' }lr. }lurphy 

famous \'all t•asily lw nccmtute<l for hy the laws nf !t(•l'e<1ity. 'l'he 

fomHlntiou of his (•ducntiou \Yas lai<l in the puLlit· schools of Boston, 

an<l this t·oul'Hl' of st1111y \Y<LS ;.;upplenwnt<·d hy an <·igilt(•cn mnnthR' 

com·sp at ..\pplr·toll UninT:-;ity, Wisconsiu, his fatlwr haYing n·rnnved 

\\'itll iii:-: L11nily to Fowl <ln L<tt' Connty in 1:-:-t!l. 'I'll<· s;une t'll! ' l'g'}' and 

applic·ation for which he- became so tlisting:nisht-d in aftn lif\', appliecl 

to !lis stnclPll t clays, <llld as lH? "·a~ both <lpt all(l assidnou~ h<' progressed 

1·apidly iu his st11die~. <lll<l tl1nR tittecl llimself for the battle of life 

whid1 he fought so hNOil'ally in lnte1· :·em·:-:. J n 1~:J:2 tile family 
remoYe<l to lm\-<1, tollk np a llP\\" l'laiJll o11 •'01<1 ~Ian'' creek in .}ohm;on 

Cnnnty, allll lwgall piollt'l'l' lifr· iu <'<ll'JH·st. l11 tl1e i'tlllllllf'l' of l:-\:i2 

.Jere antl a younger brother \Yith two yoke of OXI:'ll JJrok<> t~igllty acres 

of ptairiP lawl and the \\'inter following they l'l1t anc1 split rails an(! 

stakes PHoUgll to put an "oltl Yiq!;inia stakt'-nnd-ri<ler'' fence around 

the enti1·e oue ltnndl'e<1 awl sixty n('res of tlteir farm, and tl:e following 

spring fomul them with the wholl' of it. U!HlPr culth-ai ion. This incitlent 

i:'l mentioned ns illtJstr<ltive of tlH· prPsisteu<·P tlwt t'll<IJ'HdPrizecl the 

whole liftJ of the man. 
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_ While young Murphy gave his whole endeavor to whatever he 

u~dertook, yet he had ambition beyond the scope of farm life; and in 
!854 he entered the Iowa State University at Iowa City, and took a 
three years' course in that institution, graduating in 1857. Immediately 
upon graduation he entered the law offiee of Hon. William M. Smith 
of Marion, Iowa, and pursued a nine months' course of private study 
of the la"· under his instruction, when he was admitted to the bar. 
His first partner in the practice of law \VaR a man named 1\IcOullough, 
at Marengo. '!'his was soon rlisRolved, when Mr. Murphy associated 
hill1self with an able young attorney named H. M. Martin; this partner
ship was continued at Marengo and Davenport till Mr. Martin's death, 
many years later. 'l'he firm represented the Chicago & Rock Island 
Railroad at Marengo and built up a large practice. In 1867 their 
business had so increased that they determined to seek a wider field 
for operation, and they both removed to Davenport. Here W. P. 

Lynch was a<l<le1l to the firm. Mr. Martin died in 1882, and this 
practicaU)· dissolved the firm, Mr. r.ynch removing to Dakota a year 
later and Mr. Murphy retiring from active practice. He retained for 
lllany years later, how·ever, his interest in a law firm, as upon the 
dissolution of th<> olcl firm ther(' was formed the new firm of Ellis, 

M11rphy & Gould, Mr. Murphy's partners being Hon. I.yman Ellis, 

now of Clinton, Iowa, and the late George E. Goulrl of_ tJ'~ city. This 
W~ls succeeded in 1889 by the firm of Gould & Murphy, Mr. T. A. 

Murphy succeeding his father. Mr. Gould died in 1891, but the business 
is still carried on hy 1\Ir. T. A. Murphy. It has been before remarked 

,that Mr. Murphy was ambitions; one of his aspirations early in life 
\\ras to be Governor of Iowa. Later in life this ambition was dismissed, 

~l~tfor many years it was a cherished hope. In political principle he 
~·as always Democratic, and was an earnest and untiring worker for 
the success of his party. His first experience as a politician was when 

~~- Was bnt twenty years of age; he stumped Iowa and Johnston 
Oom t' f 
. 

1 tes or .Tame:-: Buchanan, and he to_ok an active part in every 
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Iowa campaign since that time until the last one, when his health 

would not permit him to enter actively into the contest. Ilh; fir!{t 

public office was as alderman of Marengo. 'fhe same year, 18fi0, he 

was appointed Deputy United States Marshal and. as such took th~ 
census of Iowa County. In 18fi1 he received the Demoeratk nomination 

for State Senator, but declined the honor. In 18114 he was a llelegate 

to the Democratic National Convention in Chicag-o, which nominated 

General Geol'ge- B. McClelland for the Presideney. He took a very 

earnest part in the proceedings of this convention. He waR a delegate 

to the convention at Philadelphia in 18fif) and to the convention in 

New York in :\.868, at which Seymour and Blair were nominated. lle 

was for a number of years one of the most aetive members of the 

Iowa Democratic State Central Committee. lie was invariably a 

(lelegate to the ~tate conventions, and never missed a national t·on

vention. He was electe<l :Mayor of Davenport in 1873 ami again in 1878, 

and servell as an Iowa State ::~enator from 1~74 to 1R7~. In 187G he ~ 
received the Democratie nomination for Congress. Two years previous • }1 

lw had been a cantlitiate before the convention for that nomination, .. ~~ 
which he lacked but one vote of getting. In 187() his opponent wa~ 

Hon. Iliram Price, who tlefeated him, but the yote evi<leneetl ~~~·. 
:Murphy's popularity, a::~ ht> ran one thousand six hundred votes ahead 

of the rest of the Democratie ticket. He was a Haneoek elector in the 
Pre::~ideutial l·ampaig-n of 1880. In 1881 h e wns elected to tl1e Forty· 

eigllth Congress awl wm; reelectetl to the Forty-ninth, being ~mc

t:eetlPtl in 1~85 by the lion. " ' alter I. Hayes of Clinton. With 

t he Pxpiration of this t erm of servil-e l\lr. Murphy retiretl from pnb1if 

life, but eontinued to take a lively intere~o;t in the affairs of the ~tate 

allll Nation. 
Perhaps the most marked characteristic of the man, aside from his . 

persistence, was his earnestness. ·when h e undertook a case or a caus~, 
it was after he had first convinced himself of its justice, and having . 

thu~ convinced himself, he looked ahead an<l never faltered. 'fbf 
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objective point once fixed in his mind. was never changed; he might 

adapt his methods in some measure to the exigencies of the case, but 

the ultimate end was never lost sight of. Opposition only aroused him 

to greater endeavor, and he recognized no such word. as defeat. ThiH 
is evidenced by the whole career of the man. 

Mr. Murpily worked hard whf'n he was working for himself, and he 

was not less devoted to the object in hand when he was acting in the 

interests of the people who had elected him to office. He made a fine 

rewrd as Mayor of this city. I Ie was positive and assertive, and he 

generally knew what he wanted and did not hesitate to mention it, 

always with the interests of the city and its people in view. His best 

work, perhaps, was done in the eourse of the cholera epi<lemic of 1871. 

'l'here •vas great general alarm in the dty and an abhorrent fear of 

contact with the <·ontagion, hilt to all the considerations that held the 

mass of the people away from the dtolera cli~trict of the dty Mayor 

Murphy seemed to be a stranger. He went right into the mi<lst of it 

alHl grapple1l with it unhesitatingly, backed by pilysicians and citiz<>ns 

who were with him in this \York. These determined and fearless efforts 

saved many lives, witilout clonbt, aJl(l cut th(-' plague's course shorter 
than it wonM have been. 

It is related that one night during this siege, he ent(-'re<l a sma 11, 

lllean dwelling· not far from the bridge. In tile room he found the 

deau bodies of the father an<l mother-one on the befl~n<l the other 

on the tloor-\vhile three little chil<lren were playing in. the f;:Une 

Plague-strid:en room. 'Vithout waiting for instructions, Mayor }Iurphy 

called a conveyance and bnn<lletl those three 1itt1f' ones off to Mercy 
Hospital, where they were welcomed and cared for. 

As State St=>nator he was ahvaJ·s in hh; place, and he difl exce11t=>nt 

Work for his city and State. His energy and attention to busint=>ss •vere 

unfailing, ~wl he had an acquaintance and influence in tile whole Rtate 

that made him a valuable man to his section and party. His more 

Prominent positions thf're were taken in opposition to the bi11 to tax 
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eleemosynary institutions of the State. He was largely led and 
influenced to this stand by the unselfish and devoted efforts of the 
Order of the Sisters of Mercy of this eity in the time of the cholera 
vh;itation here years before. After seeing those sisters go fearlessly 
into the :midst of the plague, where all others saye a noble few refused 
to go, he conceived a fast friendship for them and their like, and he 

fought the measure that proposed a tax on them with all the energy 
that was in hi~! ~nd helped to win it; did more in that direction than 
any other man in the Iowa assembly. He was not less prominent in 

his opposition to the prohibition bill. He lent. himself to that work 

unsparingly, and was among the leaders against it. 
It was in connection with the Hennepin canal that Mr. Murphy 

made his mark and national name in Congress. Ife had taken the 
interest of a good citizen, merely, in this measure, but the national 
waterways convention that was held here in 1880 made him an 

enthusiastic: advocate of the Hennepin. From that time forward his 
other ambition to be Governor of his State was paled by the absorbing 

interest with wllich he pursued this great project. He wa::s granted 
the happiness of seeing it commenced as a reality, but was not pt'rmitted 

to see any part of it in service as a national highway. 
Before he went to \V nshington as a member of the Forty-eighth 

Congress Mr. Murphy had maue a reputation as champion of the 
Hennepin canal. It ""iYas natural that he should be placed on the 
committees on rivers an<l harbors, and railways and canals, in both 
of which places he served with zeal and efficiency, bending all his other 

attention, it seemed to his people here at home, to the accomplishment 
of the legislation needed to secure the Hennepin appropriations and 

set that ·work in motion. 
In this interest he traveled widel.r over the country. He had done 

this before, but after he took up the Hnbjed of the Hennepin he includ~d 
the '"hole country in his journeyings, till at the time of his death he 
was able to say that there was not a State or Territory of the Union, 
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or an important city or section of the country, that he had not visited. 

Everywhere he went he carried the name of Davenport and talked 

Hennepin canal. He attended every waterways eonvf'ntion that was 

held, in any part of the country, and always in an official capacity, as 

an accredited delegate and representative. He used his acquaintance 

and influence to enlist interest in the great scheme, and he ceased not 

to labor till he saw the Hennepin canal take shape as an actuality. 

Everything was subordinated to this great pet plan of his. He even 
went to the end of rechristening himself a namesake of the canal, and 

in a pleasant mood often signed his name Jere Hennepin Murphy. 

He came to Davenport with his surviving wife not long after their 
marriage, and a few days after the first appropriation for work on 

tbe canal was made, and fiVe thousand enthusiastic citizens assembled 

with a band at the depot to grf'et him upon his arrival. The reception 

was wholly impromptu, gotten up on the spur of the moment, but it 

was all the more spontaneous and sincere for that, and it afforded him, 

as the r,ecipient of that token of esteem, what he declared to be the 

happiest and proudest moment of his life, as he addressed a crowd 

of Davenporters from the south balcony of the Kimball House. As 

long as the Hennepin canal stands the name of .T. H. Murphy wili be 

linked with it as that of its strongest and best . friend in the most 

perilous period of its history-when it existed only in the minds of its 
friends, being then not even a canal on paper. . _,,. 

This fact and the record of the fact will be to his memory an 

everlasting monument. It was a great undertaking, and it required 

a mau with the elements of greatness in his composition to champion 

it as heroically as did Mr. :Murphy. No one at present can justly 

estimate the benefits that will accrue from this enterprise, nor can 

any tribute to the memory of the man who more than any other is 
responsible for its success be adequate. Posterity will reap the 

benefits and posterity will reyer!" the memory of its most devoted 
apostle. 
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In this gigantic undertaking eame to Mr. Murphy the opportunity 

to disting·uish himself, and he proved equal to the emergency; therein 
the honor lies. 

: . . ~~ .. ' 

-----·---

; \ 

., 

WALTER KELLY. 

WHE:N one visits the City of Davenport to-day, and stands a uniti~l· 

the midst of thronging hundreds, and belwl•lH its wf'alth ailll 
influence, it is difficult for him to realize that all before and around him'' · 

' indu<ling two eitief.l in the Yidnity, is the growth of three-score ;rears:· · 
Intimately assodated with the early history and struggles of tbiw .. 
enterprising city was the man whose name heads this sketch. Waltell' 
Kelly was born in Kilkenny, Ireland, June 29, 181±. He emue ·· to ' 
Amedea in September, 1835, the same year that Antoine Lt> Claiter 
c'olonel George Davenport. all(l six others met ftll(l deeitlt>d to la,V ijnf · 

a town site for Davenport. 

Mr. Kelly hall two brothers living in Detroit, Michigan, wlwre lie·· 
first ~:>ettled and remained fm· fonr years with his brothers, one of whom · 

'"a:; a Catholic priest, Hev. Patrick Kelly, and l\Iiehael, who WllR .lil ' 

merehant. While in that city he learned the trade of a mouldell; · 

After this he went to Cbieago, where be worked at his tratle two ytt.us. 

In 1841 he eame to Davenport, where he had been preef'ded a couple of 
years by two other brothers, James and. Thomas, whose presence in 

this eity dett>rmined his coming here. Mr. Kell:y then for a dozen years 
engage1l in such occupations as Da Yf'nport affor1led in those early day~~t ·' 
part of the time engaged as foreman in the packing-house of Burro\Wt 
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ners and the firm had a high standing and a wide practice. He was activ~ not only 
as a lawyer, but as a politician throughout the course of many years. He was a 

public-spirited citizen, highly esteemed by all who knew him. He died in 1894. 

H. M. Martin, jeremiah Murphy, Nathaniel French. 

H. M. Marlin and ] ercmiah Murph')) were names that were early familiar to 
my ears, especially that of Mr. Martin, for in 1862 he was the Democratic can

didate for Congress in my Congressional District against ] . B. Grinnell; and so 
strong was he that he received a majority of I, I 00 of the home votes and was only 
defeated by the soldier vote taken outside the State. He was a young man then, 
but was regarded by everybody as an able one. He was then, and had been for 
some years located at Marengo, Iowa County, as was his partner, Mr. Murphy, 

and achieved during his residence there a reputation of being one of the first lawyers 
of the State. In 1868 he was the candidate of his party for Attorney-General of 
the State, but the overwhelming Republican majority rendered the nomination fruit
less. He was not an anxious politician, and rather avoided than courted, the poli
tical course, though, as we have seen, he received several flattering honors in the 
way of nominations, and before these, in 1861, he was elected to the House of the 

Ninth General Assembly from that County, as a War Democrat, an item in his 
political character that made him so strong against Grinnell, and as City Attorney 
of Davenport, from I 8 7 3- I 881 . He was well educated and a graduate of 
Heidelburg College, Ohio. He was a native of Ohio, came to Marengo in I 85 7, 

and to Davenport in I 86 7. He died some years ago. 

Jeremiah H. Murphy, familiarly known as "Jerry Murphy," was a man once 
seen, never forgotten . His personal appearance was impressive . He was robust, 
full bodied, full faced, and full bearded when I knew him. He had many traits 
of his Irish extraction. He was always elegantly dressed, had a florid complexion, 

large, welcoming eyes, and was altogether a most genial and generous-hearted gen-
tleman. He was popular with all classes and hailed everywhere as a good fellow. 

He had had his ups and downs in life, started from humble beginnings, and 
by sheer force of his character, won an enviable position among men: 'He was born 

in Lowell, Massachusetts, in 1835. His father was a native of Cork, Ireland, an 
energetic, self-reliant man. His mother was of Puritan stock, a highly cultured 

woman. In I 84 7 the family purchased a farm in Wisconsin, where they remained 
until 1852, when they removed to Iowa County, Iowa, and purchased a farm 
there. He and his younger brother, with oxen, broke eighty acres of the farm the 

first season, and in the winter following cut and split 8,000 rails; and before the 

close of the summer following had 160 acres in cultivation and under fence. His 
earliest education was obtained in the public schools of Massachusetts, later at the 

) Appleton University of Wisconsin; and in the State University of Iowa, from the 
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law department of which he graduated in 185 7. He finished his legal studies in 
the office of Judge William Smythe, of Linn County, and became a partner of H . 
M. Martin, with whom he removed to Davenport, where the partnership continued 
for many years. The firm did a leading business and was considered one of the 
best in the State. He had a natural inclination for politics and his popular traits 
and good fellowship, combined with his real ability and shrewd diplomacy, were 
potent auxiliaries to that inclination. He was a good speaker, full of activity and 
a good mixer. As a result, he early became engaged in politics, and was a delegate 
to numerous County, State and National Conventions. He was an Alderman of 
Marengo in 1860, Mayor of Davenport in 1873, again in 1878. For four years 
he was a State--Senator from Scott County, and in 1876 was the Democratic can
didate against the formidable Hiram Price, and notwithstanding the overwhelming 
Republican vote, was defeated by only a small majority. In 1880 he was a 
Presidential elector. In 1881 he was again the Democratic nominee for Congress 
and was this time triumphant. At the end of the term he was re-elected to Congress, 
and gained a national reputation as the chief promoter of the Hennipin Canal, to 
which he devoted his great energies with untiring zeal, and lived to see that great 
work inaugurated by an act of Congress. He died in I 89 3 . 

Nathaniel French belonged to a remarkably talented family. He was of New 
England extraction. His father, George H. French, was a native of Massachu
setts, who came to Davenport at an early day, engaged largely in the lumber busi
ness, and was the founder and principal owner of the Eagle Iron Works. His 
mother was a daughter of Ex-Governor Morris, of Massachusetts . Nathaniel 
French was a highly cultured gentleman. I became acquainted with him during 
the sessions of the Supreme Court at Davenport. He was polished in manners, and 
possessed a personality highly calculated to favorably impress everyone with whom 
he became acquainted . He studied law, was a graduate of the Harvard Law 
School, and subsequently was associated with Colonel Robert G. Ingersoll in the 
practice at Peoria, Illinois . A few years later he came to Davenport and entered 
upon the practice there. He displayed fine abilities as a lawyer, and was later 
elected ] udge of the Circuit Court, while that system was in vogue, and served for 
several years. Had he devoted himself entirely to his profession, and given it all of 
his fine energies he would, in my opinion, have attained a very high rank; but he was 
obliged to withdraw himself from the profession, and devote a large part of his 
time to the interests devolved upon him by the death of his father. 

As I recollect him, he was rather tall, finely proportioned, with a pleasing and 
handsome face and charming address. I have said that he belonged to a talented 

family. He was not only talented himself, but his distinguished sister, Alice French, 

who wrote under the soubriquet of "Octave Thane!," won a national fame in 

literature . His brother, Robert T. French, who died prematurely, was a highly 
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CH.-\RLES \\'. ]\[l_'LL.\ ~ i~ tlu~ ,;1m nf Ch:nlt·;; .\ittllan, "ho ""''" Oth' 

d the first settlers at \\ .:nerl oo . Black Hawk County, Iowa. Tlw ~on 

"·" born in \\',•yDP Cc,unt~ · . lllinoi>'. Df'c<:·mher :31. JS4Ci. and ha'\ spent 
nnleticnlly all his life in lowa. His ~duration was a('quired in t hP publi'-' 

!c·hools and at the l ; pper Iowa l"ninrsit,,·· He rrad law with a pri , ·ate 

tutor, ~ras adJuitted to the bar in lS7 11. "'"l f'ntend upon th•· prudi<:e nf 
j1i; profession in 1\-a terloo. Hf' ~erne<!"' cit,v solicitor and later ns c·ou nty 
.:rtorne> for several year>'. In 18!)7 hP was elected on thE' Repubiiean 
ti('ket State Senato1· fn•lll the ,jistric·l t·t>UL]HJ>etl of the eounties of Black 

H:mk and Grundy, sen·ing in the Twt·n ty-q•nnth and T\\·enty-eighth (~en 

ern] .\ssemb1ies. He r.-,;ignr·d !,,.for e il!P expiration of his tc•rm to ar:eepi 
tiLe office of Attorney - (,.en~C·rill !< ' which he \\'<!'< der:tcd in l!.lOO. At the 
expiration of his fir~t term in that pusition lw was rei'1ectcrl. 

SA:IfUEL MCRDOC'K ""'' hnrn near Pitt,hu rg. Pcnns:dnmia, .\brc·ll 
13, 1817. After obtaining a <·ommon school <·duration he taught i;eWril l 

years, then studied law. In 18.!1 ll<' c-ame to Iowa, lucating at lo\\·a City, 
where he opened a law office. In 184:2 lte remow·cl to Clayton County, mak
ing his home near .Jack.,onvillt· (nr . .,,- I ;arnn' iilu! . In 1845 he wa;: eledecl 
to the Territorial LPgislature. serving twn tr,Tm>J:. In 1855 he was elected 
judge of the Tenth Distric-t whir·h inclndPd ten countieR of northeastPm 
Io\Yn. In several of the"e r·r,untic·" he held the first eourts, rifling <•11 
horseback from one connty->en t tc• another. Judge llfurdock was a Dem'J· 
crnt but upon the or~nnizati• · n c,f th e Republican party became a lll f'll l · 

ber as he was strongly C•f'fJO.>(·d tr· t lH' extemion of slfn·ery into the T1 ·rn · 

tories. In 18G9 he \\·ns Plh·tr·<l to the Rouse of the Thirteenth General 
Assembly. In l8ifl he was n ['pointed by the Governor to fill Io\\'H ·, · D··-. 
partm~ut of Anthrnpolu.C!',' a t t!Lr- C'entenninl Exposition. flp ,l!<ltl,Pn·rl 
and there exhibited sum~ of thP mc·~t intere~ting spedmens of prehi•tor i>: 
man ever found on the r·ontirwnt. .JU<l).!'e .!IJurdock had for manv Yenr- b·"" 

innstigating the work of the ,; ~fnm;,j B11ilders" and cleliv<·r:ir;g !P!'lurr:s 

up on the prehistoric r:<e·rs of ,\merica. His last public .•ervi (' r "·ao. n.t 
the Semi-Centennial g;ltl;,.rin).!' at. Bmlington in Odoher. lSUI) . wherP he 
was the principal >'J'f'ilk(·r ,-,, "Pionf'<·r« ' Dav. ' ' He wao ihP first Ja.,n-·'r i !l 

Clayton Countr. the fir-t jud~" , ,f t !Lr· T1 ·n; h Di-triC't nncl one of rl·;,. fr\\' 
survivors of the TPrrit·<Ji>1 l ];""';,<Jh·r>. l!r· .;i,,d r:n ilw 27th pf .Tnntt <> r~· . 
1897. 

JEREMIAH H. \Il · F~T'TlCY ,,,.,,, hnrn rn Lr·1nll. :IL1•~ad!u•Ptk Fd;
ruary 19, 1835, \\'H .:.: rdl!{·:Jtr•!l in t hf• "l'l!iilll.;;, of Tin..;.fnn nnd aftrl ren1C·\·ing
to Iowa, graduated <Lt tl•r· C:i;llr· (' nin·r'-itY iT" rc•ad law in DnH'llJ•Ort. 
'~~'as adn 'tt d · · a . n e to tlif- l.<tr ;·nd i·:t r:nf·{' PlltPr l·•l ll}lf•Tl pnu·tl(·f·. }lt) Wfl..: (tTl 

hebve DE'mocrat. an(; in 1'-:~:~ ;, •.-.1:.. • ·l~f' t Prl !n.:~· r, r r. f DriVf:npr~rt . Tn 1'~+ 
e lras e1ec·tf'(l v, t/ Jr.· >·r.t:'· ;-..,r., 1 , i 1~· ._, .I" •:in!! f1·ur yf·;:;r..; . i n 1S7~) he \\;- ! ~ 
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a~·a in r·hn .. r•n H1 :: 1~ ·o r. !11 1"'':i:2 ht' wa :; ~ ler: tt::-d t fJ J"l· j•l ,_. -:-,·l i t 1\ ;t:' :'- t-{· imrl Dis
ti"i L·t in c·ungr e:-:- :; and \\<l"i ;1 men t lh~r ut t he coln1 n itt,:8 - 1Jll ri Yr·r-: «nri bar. 
lJOrs and on railroad.; an<! ca nal,;. On ti!t• latr.,•r ,·ornJllillt·t> he ,,·orke,[ 

faithfully to otc<·ure <Ill "l'prupriatiun fur the Hr:llll~] ' i n ca n;;!. ::lir. 

::llurpl.11,Y 1ra.; reCleeted in 1884, sen·ing iuur year..; . JI,, d ivJ i n Wash
ingtun o n the llth of De,·ewlH,r, lS:r:J. 

.J(rH\' S . :-rl;RPHY wa> born in ~ C' huylkill County. P c·nn,;ylYania , in 
lS-t7, and ar:qu ircd his educa tion iu th(• publir· school' ;rntl the printing 
,, ;Jj, .,.. \\hilc youug he c;une ll'ith hi~ pan·11t' to I u11·a. Jt., cat. ing at _-\na

ll<<."a. He bec<tme an appn•rdi ce in the nfllce of the D zrbrtr[He Herald in 

J<;:) ~J. and aftn acquirin;.;" kn•.nl'i edg e n i t l1e nrt of printing. •il'eured a 

]•ositirm ll'ith the Olobe·l h'll lucrut <:'.laiJli,hnlent a t St. L "ni .... doing edit<J· 

ri il l work for ~nernl yc<n<. but finail;-· r0tuming L< J Duiln<Jllf:. in lSI!) he 

hee;~me editor of the lJub il<jliC Doily Tcl<f/t'llf!!t. lle JeYelopetl line edito

rial ability, making th8 1'<1<·')1'11/Jh .-,ue of tl1e llJ O't [H•Jlllirwnt a<h·oC'ates of 
•· frt:e s i\l·er'' in th e ~Ji~si;;;ippi l'<llle~·. ::IJr . :-lurl'hY IJec·aJ ne an acknowl

edged lt'ader oi thr Bryan 11ing of tlw DenJt)(:r at ic party in the middle 

11·est. and wa.-; une of the <\hlest '"JlPOrtn·-; of tlw \'o:bra;;ka orator for 
Pl·f.··dd .... nt. in lSHti. '·liP wa s ~tu P\p(\ n .~t ·! i~t L,f Lthor. ganging e\·E-ry n1ove· 
Jllt:tll by what he Leli e\'C'u L•J he fe r li1 h ., ,.·, 11·e.tl ( >!' tldrim ent." In Ortober, 

1~101. the Dubllljl!t' Be~·ald, one of tht> o ld e ;ot and ahlc·5t D emocrati c jour

nal,s in Iowa. 11·a,; eunsoliJated with th t: '£'1'/r·!n ·ujJI under the editorial 

manag<>rm·nt of :llr . 'llurpl>)' . Hi ' in<!u-tty "'"" ll lhlll'!""''" '1 and he dieJ 
at his d esk in th r mi <l~t of hi,; labor, un thL' lOth n f February. l!.lOZ . 

. JOH~ _.!,._ N .\SH. min;'-lc·r nml f·l luc·ator. wa'3 born in Chenango 

County. ~ew York . . July ll. 18 lfi. Ill' " '" reare•l o n a L1rm in Otsego 
C<•Hnty, a nd at the 3!!<' n i t wen ty t>nte r e•l t hL• prvp :ualurr th•pnrtment of 

~Ld i "cl!I ['niYr'r-;ity ~r;rdn:~ t iug innn the Th ~1ol ng iurl C'r:ninary in 1844. 

Hi• liri't pa,tor;1lt' \\' " " \\";l tC J'lulln. \' . \". C'uming t,, lo11·u in 1851 be 

l•)c-ate•l a t De~ .\l n ine> 11·hi,.!1 "'''" l" ·n•·r' i vrt h hi-- home. He immediately 
org·nniz~d a B:lpti ., t ,.hurch an tl 11·a.; it.- j!il-tur i •lr eight r·e n year3, teaching 
at the s anH• tinw. In JS.',:l h P open<'<! '' -~il'd ;;rh c• (•l ,,·hieh soon grew into 

For~-t Hon1e SNnin •lJT. lt "'"' r~-- .. h ·e·l to c>tabli"h n Baptist institution 
al the l'<l pital a nd in l :,t; .) th e l ·niYPI> it:· of J),,_, 'lf.:.in es was the result. 

In .\ugu~t. 1S72. ·~rr . X :l ~h l Jt• ~" a llH\ ;H· ting: prl·, i d ~·nt ~n ~ l soon <.lfter presi· 
dent. whi..l1 po.;iti•·n },., lw l<l Hnti l 1,; .~:1. Dr. :'\ :1 -'h ;l!•r·ompli ;;h ed a great 
rPli~inn:-:. a.:;. \'Pil a~ t'Clll''<ttional \Ynrk. f~•undin .!.! tW(J Hrlpti .'t rlntrc:hes in 
De;; :-I oinr> and IH' •nly t hir ty othc·r~ t ln ·•.J uc;hont c~ n t. ral [owa. He was 

an nntirin!.!· \nnl..; ,·r in th t: t PtHIH"l f":tnf· E> refnnu. c·;.\1\Y ft .:;~in ,!! the central por· 

tinn of thP ~t;ltt .. fnr t~~~ pr ,_dl ih :un·~· ~i~~ n~ ~ r Ll \\. Tllt-' dt?~r ee of D. D. w~s 
(·,,nf<'rrc·d npun l>i•!l 1,, . tl,. r· ni,.,., .,it.1· , . j ( ' !J ,." .~" in 1~77. He •lied ;lt. hi3 

hnn1e in Dt •:o:: ~f(Jin • • ... ln 1 . ..: ~ H l 

1 
I 
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