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266 HISTORY OF DECATUR COUNTY

Dakota, and for a year operated a farm, after which he came to Pleas-
anton, this county, and purchased land which he farmed for one year.
Since that time he has bought, sold and traded land and has been
very successful in that line. On March 8, 1915, he engaged in the
automobile business, becoming the agent for the Overland car. He
operates a well equipped garage and also conducts a horse livery.
He is aggressive and has excellent business judgment and there is
no doubt that he will succeed in his new undertaking. _

On the 8th of January, 1914, Mr. Kerrins married Miss Gladys
Sheffler, a daughter of James and Annie (Parker) Sheffler, pioneers
of Kankakee, Illinois, who later removed to Remington, Indiana.
There the father operated a livery stable for eighteen years, after
which he went to Manilla, Towa, where for four years he was engaged
in the hardware business. At the end of that time he came to Decatur
county and purchased land in Hamilton township, to the cultivation
of which he has since given his time. ‘

Mr. Kerrins is a democrat and is stalwart in his support of that
party. His religious faith is that of the Quakers, or Friends, and
fraternally he is associated with the Masonic order and the Modern
Woodmen of America. He owns excellent residence property and
one acre of ground in Pleasanton and also owns residence lots in
Leon. Although he is one of the youngest business men in Pleasan-
ton he has gained a measure of success that a man much his senior
might well envy and his friends predict for him continued achieve-

ment.

WILLIAM S. WARNOCK.

William S. Warnock was for a number of years a successful
merchant of Davis City but for some time previous to his demise he
carried on farming on a large scale in Burrell township. He was
prominent in public affairs and represented his district ably in the
state legislature. A native of Beaver county, Pennsylvania, he was
born on the 2d of June, 1824, a son of James and Mary (Sloan)
Warnock, both likewise natives of the Keystone state. The father
died when our subject was but six years of age, leaving his widow
with a family of six children.

William S. Warnock went to live with an aunt in Ohio and was
there reared and educated, attending school at Lowell and Salem,
that state. He desired to become a lawyer and began his legal study

. Source: lowa Territorial and State Leglslatprs Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa L ib
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in the office of S. W. Gilson, of Canfield, Ohio, and in 1853 was
admitted to the bar. He began the practice of his profession in Low-
ell but subsequently removed to Canfield, where he remained until
1855. In that year he came west as he was in poor health and his
physicians advised a change of climate. He made the journey by
rail to Cleveland, thence by water to Detroit and then by rail to
Davenport by way of Chicago. He visted Towa City and Des Moines,
which was then but a small village, and located at Chariton, this state,
although he had intended to go as far as the mountains. He taught-
a select school during the summer and fall of 1855 and then removed
to Pleasanton, Decatur county, where for two years he practiced law.
He was then for a like period of time engaged in the mercantile busi-
ness in Davis City, being one of the first merchants of that town. He
returned to Pleasanton, where he resided until 1872, when he again
moved to Davis City and became a member of the firm of Bowman &
Warnock, who successfully conducted a general mercantile store. In
the fall of 1878 he was elected to the state legislature and he proved
an efficient member of the seventeenth general assembly. On the
expiration of his term he removed to a fine farm of three hundred
acres on section 34, Burrell township, where he devoted his attention
to stock-raising during the remainder of his life. He made many
improvements upon his place and received a handsome annual income
from his farm.

Mr. Warnock was married on the 2d of October, 1856, to Miss
Sarah Davis, a daughter of William and Elizabeth (Van Meter)
Davis, natives of Highland county, Ohio. In 1854 her father re-
moved with his family to Decatur county, Iowa, and purchased land
in Burrell and New Buda townships. He founded the town of Davis
City, which was named in his honor. Both he and his wife died there.
To Mr. and Mrs. Warnock were born five children, namely: Alice,
who died December 6, 1896; Viola; Lillie; Blanche; and Belle, who
passed away September 11, 1874.

Mr. Warnock was a democrat and fraternally belonged to
Remembrance Lodge, No. 875, A. F. & A. M., at Davis City and
Lamoni Chapter, No. 33, R. A. M. He was liberal in his religious
views. His demise, which occurred on the 22d of January, 1907,
when he was eighty-two years of age, was deeply regretted by his
many friends and his memory is still cherished. He was a man of
undoubted ability and was a leader in shaping public opinion, his
excellent education, combined with his natural keenness of intellect,
making his opinions of unusual value. Throughout his life he was
guided by the same public spirit that prompted him to enlist in the

Vol. II—16
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Civil war on the 2d of June, 1864. He was a member of Company C,
Forty-eighth Iowa Infantry, and served until October 21st of that
vear, his regiment being on guard duty at Rock Island the greater
part of the time. ’

ELMER O. STEARNS.

Elmer O. Stearns, cashier of the Van Wert State Bank, which
he assisted in organizing, is a native of Decatur county, as he was
born near Garden Grove. His birth occurred on the 11th of March,
1879, and his parents are Jonathan and Carrie S. (Bates) Stearns,
natives of Illinois and of Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, respect-
ively. The father removed to Illinois at an early day in the history
of that state, locating near Decatur, where he farmed until 1875, when
he removed to Decatur county, Iowa, renting land for a few years,
after which he purchased one hundred and eight acres in Franklin
township east of Van Wert. He devoted his energies to the improve-
ment and operation of his farm until 1903, when he retired from active
life and removed to Van Wert, where he and his wife are still living.
They have two children, Edith, who married E. W. Fierce, and
Elmer O.

The latter was reared in this county and received his early educa-
tion in the district schools, but later attended Simpson College at
Indianola, Iowa, where he took a commercial course. On leaving
| school he returned to Van Wert and for a year clerked in a store. In
| 1900 he organized the Bank of Van Wert, becoming its cashier, a
1 position which he has since filled, and on the 4th of January, 1915,

the institution was made a state bank. It is capitalized for twenty-
five thousand dollars and its deposits total two hundred thousand
dollars. Its business has grown steadily and its prosperity is due in
no small measure to the sound judgment and financial acumen of its
cashier, Elmer O. Stearns. The president of the institution is W. F.
Blair, the vice president, Lester Gould, and the assistant cashier,
C. G. Jones, and in addition to the officers the directors are M. F.
Thompson, Maurice Brown and G. S. Barr. Mr. Stearns is treas-
urer of the Van Wert Rural Telephone Company, is a director of the
Towa State Bank at Osceola, the State Savings Bank at Sharpsburg,
Towa, and a stockholder in the Weldon Iowa Savings Bank and the
Fxchange Bank of Le Roy.

ldwa ;Terrltorlal and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines. low
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HON. WILLIAM S. WARNOCK. r e

i

Mr. SPEARER—Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions com-
memorative of the life, character and public service of the Honorable
William S. Warnock, late a member of this House, respectfully submit the
following memorial: ‘,/,r

The Hon. William-S. Warnock was born in Beaver county, Pennsyl-

vania, June 2, 1844, located in Iowa in 1855 at the town of Pleasant Plains
(now Pleasanton), Decatur county, where he practiced 14w, residing there
until 1872, when he removed to Davis City and engaged in the merc ntile
" pusiness. He was a soldier in the Civil War, serving in Company C,
Forty-eighth ITowa Infantry Volunteers, and was honorably discharged
October 21, 1864. He was a member of the Seventeenth General Assembly,
representing Decatur, county. His record is one of intelligent fidlity to
his constituency, which honored itself by honoring him. He was married
October 2, 1856, to Miss Sarah Davis. Five children were born to them.
His widow and three daughters live to mourn his death, which occurred
at his home near Davis City, Iowa, January 23, 1907. . —
‘ Resolved: That in his death, the state and county in which he resided
lose a worthy and upright citizen and an honest and honorable man; and
we hereby extend to his bereaved relatives and friends our sincere sympa-
thy in their sorrow and bereavement; and be it further

Resolved: That a copy of these resolutions be printed in the Journal
of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to send an engrossed
copy to the family of the deceased.

J. M. FENN,
W. P. ALLRED,
BE. J. SANKEY,
Committee. . .
. e
HON. LLOYD SELBY. oo 2

M=z. SPEAKER—Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions éom~ ’

memorative of the life, character and public services of the Honorable
Lloyd Selby, late a member of the Senate in the General Assembly of
Towa, beg leave to respectfully submit the following memorial:

The Hoqorable Lloyd Sé'ﬁ)y was born in Licking county, Ohio; Novem-
ber 26, 1833, He came to Wayne county, Iowa, in the spring of 1856
and was/married January 20, 1862. He was engaged in the general
mercantile, produce and grain business in the town of Corydon for a
period of nearly thirty years. He was indeed one of the pioneer merchants
of the county, coming to the west as one of the advance guard of civiliza-
tion. For this work he was abundantly equipped, with a strong body, a
clear brain, a warm heart and an intellect, blended with a capacity to do
great things. He was early conceded to be a leader among the citizens
of his town and eommunity on all questions or matters of public interest
to them. -

Liloyd Selby was a man of polished and dignified manner, yet he
mixed freely with and was universally popular with all the people of his

119 :
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FamilySearch™ Pedigree Resource File

Individual Record

" William S. Warnock Compact Disc #126  Pin #2361867 Pedigree

Sex: M
Event(s)

Birth: 2 Jun 1824
Cynthiana,Pike,Ohio
Death: 23 Jan 1907
Burial:
Old Davis City Cem. Davis City,Decatur,lowa

Parents

Marriage(s)
Spouse: Sarah Davis Disc#126 Pin #2361861
Marriage: 2 Oct 1856
,,Ohio

Notes and Sources
Notes: None
- Sources: None

Submitter
Robert Zaugg CHRISTENSEN
2204 W. 700 S. Syracuse,Ut 84075

Submission Search: 2117084-0120106182450
URL:
CD-ROM: Pedigree Resource File - Compact Disc #126
CD-ROM Features: Pedigree View, Family View, Individual View, Reports, Downloadable
GEDCOM files, Notes and Sources.
Order Pedigree Resource File CD-ROMS

About FamilySearch Pedigree Resource File
The Pedigree Resource File is a new lineage linked database of records available on compact disc containing family
history records submitted by individuals through FamilySearch Internet Genealogy Service. Family information is
organized in family groups and pedigrees and includes submitted notes and sources. Many charts and reports can be
printed from this data. Each disc contains about 1.1 million names. With the publication of every five discs, a master
index for those discs will be published and packaged with that set of discs. With the publication of every 25 discs, a
master index for those discs will also be publlshed and packaged with that volume of discs. Discs may be purchased
as sets or volumes.

Please Note
Submitter information is provided to help in the coordination of personal family history research. Use of this
information for any other purpose, including marketing, advertising, or commercial solicitation, is strictly prohibited.

An official Web site of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
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Entries: 17235 Updated: 2008-12-17 19:17:07 UTC (Wed)
Contact: Sarah | e e i

IF NO SOURCES ARE LISTED, have not found proof yet.

Index | Descendancy | Register | Public Profile | Add Post-em

ID: 110517

‘ e Name: WILLIAM S. WARNOCK _ . .
e gex th JUN 1829 in Pennsyl USA Stories. Photos.

e Birt, in Pennsylvania, ro _ ™ e e g

Death: 23 JAN 1907 in Iowi USA deos. Events.

e Burial: 1907 Old Davis City Cemetary. Davis City, Decatur,

- Iowa, USA

o Census: 26 AUG 1870 Hamilton, Decatur, lowa, USA (all

members of family listed)

Marriage 1 Sarah Davis b: 23 JAN 1835 in Cynthiana, Pike,
Ohio, USA '

<

ly:

S

wiam
o Married: 2 OCT 1856 in Ohio, USA

Children

ALICE WARNOCK b: 1857 in Iowa, USA
VIOLA B. WARNOCK b: 1859 in Iowa, USA
LILLIE WARNOCK b: 1861 in Iowa, USA

& BLANCHE WARNOCK b: MAR 1863 in lowa, USA
DORABELL WARNOCK b: 1871 in Iowa, USA

e

Index | Descendancy | Register | Public Profile | Add Post-em

Please find your own verification too!
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Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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Page Tools

i Save record to someone in
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Save record 1o mv shoebox

& Comments and Corrections
E

View printer-friendly

3

mail image to a friend

Make a Connection

Not sure where to start? Often
it's helpful to contact others
who share your research

interests:
Find others searching for
William § Warnock

U.S. C1V11 War Soldier Records and Profiles

iz‘%&“&z‘;@ e:
Residence:
at v;zEz*«%mmz:

Enlistment Date:

Rank at

enlistment:
State Served:

Survived the
War?:

Serviee

Birth Date:

Sourees:

W1111am S Warnock

Decatur County, Iowa

37

6 Feb 1864

1st Sergt

Towa

Y

Enlisted in Company C, lowa
48th Infantry Battalion on 13 Jul
1864.

Mustered out on 21 Oct 1864 at

Rock Island, IL.

abt 1827

71

Save This Record

for later evaluation.

Attach this record to a person in your tree as a source record, or savi

Deseription:

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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