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A SUB·HEADlNG .TO TH8 SABULA GAZE'!_TE. 
Chas. J~ DenJtk. Local E.iltor 

lED AT SABULA._ JACKSON COUNTY.. lOW A. JUNE 22; 1922 
~ . ~ ' . . 

"W;-MILES--~- --;-: _______ . __ l-~--'--------1':<= 

The program and social given 
at the .M. E. church last Thursday 
evening under the auspices of the 
Men's Bible class of the M .. E. 
church proved to be. a rare treat . 
in ·every w"ay. Invitations were 
sent out to all friends to be p·res· 
ent at an . entertainment ':md .for 
Ice eream and cake, which .were 

w · o a enJr,y 

LAID. TO REST 

Funeral .Services Held from Coogrer•· · · 
tioaal "Church Wi.tb Interment .in 
Miles Cemetery. · Rev. L. L; Lock­
kard Officiated a't Services and· Del­
phic Chapter; Rose Croix, A. A. S. 
R. Masons of Clinton Conducting 

· Burial Services at the Cemetery. 

very 'fin<~ evcnin~s program . . . ' ' ' . . 
--~~~r-1·1----k·-- -- .d t f tl horn- m \V n) ne Count~, Oh10, on · · erne •ts ' (1rCsl en o 1e ' . ' ' . . . .. · .-- -:-:- -:;June_j S;J8!3U,· heinr,r-: a descC'ndant 
class made arrang('ments wttll a f 1 ~ 1. 1 t 1 1 · ·1 1 

.j-:......:.:...,.___.:_: . · . • . · . . () '..llg IS 1 S OC ( 1 lJS i,!I'Ca gl'nlll-
rna e · quartttte wlw;h · lH'longs to · t · · f tl 'I ·tl 

. · • ; · · pan·n s <'OIIllllg· rnm 10. ·' o l< ' r . 
tl· Holan· (,ltd> of Sa\'allll :l and (' t · . 1 ~~ 11 \.I _· ttl' ·· · · - · · ·;.:,.·- , _ · · · · · .. · · . •'ilfn rY · In · , ; , :11 f ·· ;;ro mg 111 
{ IJ roll g h t W.l t h : t 11 u ll' a II) I I f.( ..... I . I~ ' I ., r' 1 ' - . ) 1 

. . . . . P<t'l\' ·.1w :t l tl .- 11 . ..., :,... ll' c;tmc 
list of qunttl'l!t: svll-dlul :s \\'llwh tr~ j,)\\·;1 \\~ill! liis hmtlwrs and tlH•\' I 

p CSl.'d or )lessrs. l~obl·l't Fuller, 
John Ifrearton, Paul · ~lill · S and 
Wm. Kauck wer(• very able sin~c!':4 
and they . were nlso most liberal 
with their 1fumbcrs John Brear-

wl · Jud 
was speak(~ r or the evening a1id 

. . . ~ 

he brought a messal,!e that every 
one should laave lleard. He is an 
able speaker, spicy and up·to-dafe 
nn has . many good · thoughts 

ll1C'llt nnri ltnd · tlt1• llonnr 1Jf thuo.; 
obtaininl! tiP· land \\·lli(·l1 now 
surrnunds and io.; occttpi,·d J,y 'tilt; 
little eity \\'lticl! l)(•ars rlll•if' 11;\lt}(', I 

- Just prl'vious t•J settlitl!! ·i11 luw~1 
and ,Jacl<srm crJunty lion .. J . . \\'. 

w 

1
1 · · 11111 in, \: v llll ' ll t , lw ttl' n 1 1 < ·n t • pri , ~ 

'il only through . :1 · n·ell~i1iti"n . u!' 1111 
mutual rto.;ponsiblity. · 

Comm'unities that praetit'l' huyi 1 
·-- hanldn~ ·at home·· a·re in\'nfiably ~!l>O 

\\'c lwlie\'(• .:\lil(•s is sueh a communi!; 

MILES MVINCS 
• 

4 

• ... , ............. MILES •••• • 
-IOWll,._ 

=--- :--- - - --- -- ---- • [il• ·_ t which - seemed- to-fall -in -lirie with 
the opinions of his listeners a~ he 
was · applauded time after time 
durin2 his address. Robert.Fuller 
was also prevailed upon for a 
short talk which was ._ .. ery inter­
estin2 The quartette· were a 
bunch of jolly 20od-natured fe 
k·"~s . who.know what .and how to 

grant train from his Ohio home to 
California where the gold fever 
was at its height and this trip 
throu"h.- . the \\;ilds was always 
fresh in his · memory v.~hen_5c'_y_~r . 
occasion 'called .for relating any of\ 
his experiences or h.is Y9llnger l 
days . . On Feb. 4th, 1~56 he was · 
united in marriage to Miss .Safah · =:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::= 
Jane Heckert, daughter: of John 

·. . The social hour at the luncheon 
was alSo very much enjoyed .and 

) the ~en's Class · feel that they 
, have ac:complished a great deal ., 
.t and are. very apt to invite their 
~ frM,ods ~p~!~e~p-~orr,r_y~in 

and Saloma Heck.ert who was a 
native of his ~wn Ohio town. To 
them · vJere ·born . three childreo: 
Hattie Iden· (now Mrs. John Sher­
wood) Pearl,. who died at tpe a2e 

1
' 

of two y.ears and Benjamin Frank­
lin, now of Harrah, Oklahoma. 

He was iln extensive farmer and 
cattle raiser· for many years and 
oAuR- m tillS s~c~on . and brnnclle~ I 

STATEMENT OF. CONDITIC 

THE HILES SA VINt 
.. . 

Organized under the' iaws· of low.J, located at Milee, 
Jackson. at the cl011e of busin_en o~. the lOth'day 

RESOUROEL 
1: Lo&na and Diaeounte Bond!! and Securities ••.. , 
2. Overdrafts ... : ... . ........ . ~ .. . .. , .. · ........... . 
. ;,, Banltlng House ... ;.. ............... -·---······-rm·cun· .t'Ce• 
ti. Furniture »..,...L-DA-k • ·d---b-;nkeTt!·. ca!;.h :\ · . 
"'· Due -rrvt11 ban s an , . . · 

.. ~ ~ · · - ----·~ ··~·······-······;. ....... ----······--····-·-
· LIABILITIES. 
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tbll city, \nave eccompuancu n KrUll\ u~.u 
arrlval mt · and are vury apt to invite thew 
b,tbY hftv frk!A41 !tl<J JlflUr)Jho~fJlqAin 
" •· rne f'JCJUC Fane A rau. 
vln1 eon· 

11\l fYDII •11 1: 1\III;'IJOif \7 1111 111 ~ 1 IIIIU 

cnttlo tl\ltl•r for mBny yc:nra and 
nAuf\ ~ m thll'l scctton A'nd brnnclu:d 
out 1o thv stock huyin" nnd s~ llin(l 

~ide."' . ' 
11m:t" nnd 
ll .on· 

~ rs, Wis:. 
with Gus 
!l kin~ tht! 
cx'pt.>ct to 

1s a pnss· 
lnv morn· 
join J. J. 
auto trip 

two chill 
~rling last 
J. Wilson 

The telephone picnic last Wt'(!k iildustry. Ht! had the honM or 
JH'O\'eJ to l>c n nry fine nffair for brin~.t (.•)ccted ns n member of th<· 
nil concl\rnl"<l. It was n gcrwrnl Scv<•ntc~·nth Gcncrnl As~cmbly 
p'icnic for nil i'nt.c~csted - in tcJe• from .JAckson county, gaining his 
phone lines including the mnnnllt.'J'S position by nn overwlwlming rna· 
operators nnd patrons. It was n iority. He was also made a mem· 
model day for u picnic nnd n ~rent ul.'r of .the Ag'rlcultllrnl Cont;!rtss 
many took the dny off and journ· of the United States by Governor 

yt•<.l to the woods where the Sh(·rman nnd represented Iowa 
breeze wn!r cool and the shade at five consecutive sessions, uein~ 
trees were very abundant. There honored with the Chairmanship of 
were several good speeches and the Iowa Delegation. · In 1870 
many of the ins nnd outs of the when the C. !\f. and St. Paul rail­
telephone industry were explain· road was l.Hfilt throu~h this city 
ed thoro~hly and the patrons de- he sold them the right-of-way 
rived a great deal of benefit from through his land and joined with 
the talks. There was a base ball eleven other · m·en· in· ~oing bonds 

11 , r \IHlUIIf\1 ,~ Ill •) arl'll .. rl . t'f.lll • 
M, l>ue trvrn IIUtr. l! ll 11 1 

• -· ............ ~ ..... ........... .. ,.f ............. .M ... _f t ~ 

L.IAIILITI 
J() . Caplt.l:l 1\0Ck ... ..... "'""•'·'".- ... ·u.•u •"r::~u_,,., .., , 
11, Surp lut fWld .......... ....................... .......... .. 
1:!. UndiYlded prot1t11 (aner d~ucunc e1 

10. · Jndl\'ldual de,,oelt• au!Jject to cbt<k . 
2t.1. Time certUIC!atet of d tpotlt ............ .. . 
~I, Savin.-;• deposita ... ...... ... ........... ... _ .... .... , 

27. Hl•i!hu·u:Jt, t~ . . . : . . . . . . . . . ~ . . . . . . . . . . . 

Total l.lu Lllltl.u ... .. .... ... : .................. . 
STAT~ OF IOWA, I 

JackPon County, f 111. 

w~. c . A. M~nn~kt•, J'n•fddent, an•l J• 
Wi:ziKIIltW. <·ashfH nC the !Jbnk abovl' r. 
!<: ;-e · ,:olu~ t-!alt·IIlf!llt fJ~ full, true and t'• 

1111d IJl·lfef, that the asf'etl' thereto set r, 
iu lt!i coq,orat(• capaC'lty, .11.nd that no 
or :uh·11. nct-d to ~aid IJ:.nk for tbt' pur pu 
of fts a~~e)e. 

CBA~K SEAL.) 

game and other amusements to to assist the Company in extend- Sworn to before me and subscribed in n 

d rt- break the monotony an~ there ing their road. After the station l'ral!m and J. R .. Witzigman, this l~th c 
1 an / were many expressions of delight was built at .Miles, Mr. Miles took WM. F. S<'H HOt-; HER. Nov 

ngers or' and satisfaction from those who charee of it and was a~ent for Att~Pt-t'd by Dl'tlef Petenen. H~~:n11 Frie-<11 

attended. seven . years. He was a good --~==~==:::::::::-::::::=:::::-:-::=:=:=::: 

~s~~to!J Miles is busy this w-e-ek oiling -buiiness-mdan-and-a- sucress~ul was -lnatlefidtrnc·e- to--pa~· -mHr l ! 
her streets. It will be a bit greasy farmer Han 

1 
a grehat dcommumty last respects to· t.hPir dtparted ! 

f . f d b t th' . "II man. e a ways a an eager brother ' or a · ew ays u Is WI soon 1. h h · £ 

ttao Chi- be over with and the dust will be e~r ~0 lstenblto t dose w 0 camP to Besides his immediate family, t 

vf car settled fvr all summer, . a fact him 111 trou e an I never frown:J Mrs. John Sherwood ·and .Benja-
h. h . ·n t . 1 h ld d upon any one w lO came to hlm mih F. Miles he is surv"ived by 

. w. lC Wl .· · cer. am Y . era e for support if he deemed their 
me~~and- -w•tt:-much- deh2ht by . _a~l ·the cause a worthy one. ,Vhen he one sister, ~trs. ~tartin Rigby _.o't 
n VISitors busmess men. to say nothm2 of l~st his beloved wife and belpnlate Mt. Vernon, iJowa, and one urolh- ' 

the othe,r resrdents ~ho. do n~t he gave up his home here and re- er, Orson ~Iiles, or Oli11, Iowa. 
fednesday· care to have du~t blowm~ m -the1r moved to Manchester, ·Iowa, where Those in attendance from a dis-

r II tl t Cl I All tance were ~lr .• md Mrs. John 1uoh .wes- . aces_a __ ___ 1 C.- ~!ll~)_a_r, ,es ____ _ he made-his h0me - for the past 
• · h" f f"reman ancl has a st •a 'Snerwood, of BOSton,--)fass., Bl·il-

15 c re 1 . ' ' c m several ·years on!.>; returnin~ here 
· h t' tl "I 1 'I ·t jamin F. ~tilt·~. of Harrah, Okla-en2mc ea 111 l! le 01 w 11 e 1 ls on a few occasions on n visit or 

Hass were be•·,·,g· loaded •'nto tile n•aoon and homa, . ~~r~. ~lartin Hin."h\.' of ~H: · · .. .,. when business would call him. .. 
lay morn- thismakes it soak into the ground Vernon, Iown, ~Irs. 1.. 1.. Det• or 

l . Wilson 
Friday. 

:{in2 were 
1day. 

were Sa· 
ay. 

!nton busi-
ay. 

a Sabula 
y. 

a p1easant 
I .. 
aews oa 

much more rapidly. A few wt:cks ago he was tnken ~tt. Vernon, and .Johll ~ldicwin 
to · a sanitarium at Sa\"annn, ~lis- of ~lanchestcr. lema. 

Mrs. Susan Walker w.ho was 
visiting with relatives and friends 
in this city and vicinity returc.ed 
to ~t. Vernon last Saturday morn­
ing. Mrs- Waiker used to live 
here nnd her many friends are 
always pleased to have her return 
for a visit. ------

Mr. and ·Mrs . .R. E. Smith were 
out from Clinton last ·Sunday 
visiting with ·Mr. and ~Irs. A< Y. 
McDonal~. · 

Mrs. E. E. Menneke and Miss 
Roberta were d0wn from Ma­
qu.oketa last -week visitin£ ' -~lth 
relatives. · · ... 

( 

souri, for tre:1tments, but they 
failed to bring the desired · ~esults 
and his ailments together with his 
advanced 31,!C proved to ue too 
much for him and he was obli~d 
to give up the struggle. 

Funeral services were held here 
on Wednesday afternoon nt- 2:~0. 
Rev. L. L· Lockkard of Anamosa. 
conducted the services and de­
livered a most befitting nddress. 
The choir. furnished very beauti­
ful selections. He· being a 32nd 
de~ree Mason, the Masonic order 
of Delphic Chapter of Clinton took 
charge of the burial · services at 
the cemetery where a lafie crowd 

~lr. and ~Irs . C. ,J. Kellogg, A. 
J. Cook and Rev. J. J. Kidder 
were in ~taquoketn, Wednesday, 
attending the funeral of J. R. 
Buchner. Mr. Buchner has many 
friends in this city who will be 
grieved to learn of his death. 

Miss Esther Chri~tiansen is out 
from Sabula this week, visitin~ 
with her 2randparents, · Mr. and 
Mrs. Wm. Fo~elia. 

Don't forget Miles is going to 
celebrate. · All arrangements are 
beinl.! m6lde for a l.!r&nd and 21br­
ious Fourth. 
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Full Page Portraits and Biographical Sketches ·or Promine 
. _ , and 'Representative Citizens of· the·· Coutity,· ·· . .-

TOCETHER WITH 

PORTRAITS AND BIOGRAPHIES OF ALL THE GOVERNORS OF THE STATE, A~ 
OF THE PRESIDENTS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

CHICAGO: 

CHAPMAN BROTHERS, 

1889. · D 
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JACKSON COUNTY. 163 

Im liON . ,JUSTIN WIL­
LARD l\IILEH is n promi­
uent Lanker nncl pioneer of 

.Jackson Connt.y, ancl he wns 
horn in Cmmnn, \Vnyne, Co., 

Ohio, ,June 18, 1830. He is n 
clesceuclent of English stock, 
Ids grea t-grnndparents coming 
from the lllotil ct· couutr.v about 
1750 and settling in New En­
gland, where were born Timo- . 

thy, Almer, ancl Thomas. The 
second son, Timothy, was the 
grandfather of om sn bject, -uncl 
the three brothers above men tion e<l 

were the virtual b~ad of the Miles family, whose 
descendents nrc now scattererl throughout the 
United ~tates. 

At the commencement of the Revolutionary 
struggle .T. W . 1\files' gmn<lfather, Timothy Miles, 
then living in the 'wil<l:; of Vermont, was taken 
prisoner IJy a IJnnd of Ill(lians, under the command 
of a British officer. His house was burned nnrl his 
family turned into the woods without shelter, and 
he himself wns kept in close confinement for sev­
eral mouths before IJeing libernterl. IIis wife and 
family, meanwhile, found refuge at the house of a 

Soon after the return of Timothy l\Iiles the three 
brothers forme ·l the project of fitting out a vessel, 
ancl gt,ing over to France for nrms nnd ammuni­
tion, ancl from there to crnbc against the com­
merce of !Gnglmul. The entcrprbc sccrnc<l feasible, 
ns Abner, being a sea-cnptniu, and understanding 
nnvigntion, wns peculiarly fitted for snch an under­
taking-. A fin e crnft wns :socure<l, atHl n suitable 
crew was enlisted. A num!Jcr of wooden g-uns 
were mncle, nnd painted to . represent the genuine 
article, but without a real gun on boanl, and trust­
ing to fortune and n clean pnir of heels, they hoper! 
to reach Franc:e, where supplies could be obtained 
in abunrlnnce. 

After mnny adventures, when their object was 
almost attained, they were cnptmcd by a British 
man-of-war, anrl confined in the old ,Jersey prison­
ship, then lying at New York Harbor. Abner, 

. through the influence of the lifasonic frnternity, 
wns soon relcnsecl. Timothy nncl Thomas, how­
evei·, remninecl prisoners for several months; then 
they were exchanged, niHl aftcnvnrrl participated 
in mnny of the battles of the wnr, and were present 
at the surrender of Lord Comwalliti nucl his nrmy. 
At. th e dose of the wnr Timot hy returner! to Ran­
rlolph ,Yt. Abner settler! in Massachusetts or Con­
necticnt, while Thomas locntecl in l'ennsy lvanin, 
nenr the lake shore, where mnny of his descendants 
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.JACKI-'ON COUNTY. 

now n·~i<le. TiJHulhy a[lenr:ml rcJnovc<l tu Three 

Hivcrs i11 Ca11:tda, when• he Jai<l lhL· fuu111lation of 

that prosperous eity. lie beenmc quite wealthy, 

:\lld owned a large trael of la11rl nc:u ihnt pl:lce. 

Al1out I he p~ar 1 HI H he beeaiiiC finaHeinlly iuvolvetl 

ns :;ecuri!.y in n llll're:lnlilc venture of u11e Dan 

l\luult.un, hi~ son-in-law. !lis fine estate was swept 

nwny, a11tl ],c ueeaJn c l;aHI\rupt. lie tlicl nul sur­

vh·e his !Jiisforttllll', but., a fe11· nHmths Inter, passer! 

nmty, nnd his wife ~oon followe<l him. He was 

the father of ciglJt ehildrcll, three SOliS :mel five 

rlaugltlers. They 1wre na111eLl rrspecliyeJy: .John, 

.JaniL'" :111<1 ,Ju"tin, i\lareia, JJully, Lncia, Allllir:J , 

:1.11d Tlu•d:t . 

. Justin i\lil<•s, II"' f:tLI11·r ,,[ ,Justiu \\ ' . i\lil<'s, ll:t" 

twice lllnrrird. l1i~ lirsL wife lil'iug l\lbs Tabil11:L 

lln~J,ius, of l'nn:~au, Ohio. She lHH'e hin1 1-hrce 

children , OI.JC SUit :tllll two daughters-.1:\m<:s N ., 

Eliznl1eLh , atul i\lnry. !lis st'L'Utlll wire wns llliss 

J lnrriet Rice, a 11aLi ve of c: rccn~horu, \'t.. who was 

n grancl-daughler of Commotlore \\' hippie, of !.he 

British N:tY_Y. 1-'ltc bore lti111 ~ix children, fum 

suns nJul iwo clnughll'rs , .Justin \\' ill:tnl hci11g the 

l'lclcst; Ursou, l11e scruncl sou. wns in the Austrnl­

inn mines from 1 8:)3 until 1872. lie now liYcs in 

Cedar County, To1m; lliram Avery, the Lhir<l son, 

ow11s n. fine farm uL•:tr l\l iles, and is engaged in 

farming. The youngest , Forest 1\I., enlisted in t.bc 

24th lowa lnfn11lry, in the fall of I 862, aiJ(l served 

during the war. 

Forest parlieip:~led in nll the La lUes his regiment 

wns engnge(l in , taking an aetivc p:~rt in tile battles 

of l\lorganznllen<l, Ualls' Bluff, Port c; ibso11, Cham­

pion llills, eaptme of .Jn~ksun. ;\liss. , and siege nn<l 

capture of YiekslJltrg. Ile nlso accompanied his 

regiment ancl participate(! in nil the l>aitles of Lhc 

He([ Hiver e:uupaign, umler Gen. B:ml;s. AI. the 

l1nttle of Cecl:tr Creek, in the Shen:mduah Valley, 

Va., he was severely wuutHlccl in the rigllt foot, 

and for a Lime was in the hmuls of tile enemy, but 

was rceapturecl the ~nme clny. lie now resides on 

!.be ol1l hontestcncl at 1\lilcs, Iowa. The oldest 

<laughter, Sarah, was nwrried to A .. T. l;colie l(l, at 

Caunnn, Ohio , who also enlislccl in the 24th Iowa 

Infantry, and was killed at the battle of Champion 

Hills. f-ihe aft.cnmrds marriecl Jolln Deming, :uHl 

in Ce(lnr County, Iowa. The youngest 

claug!JLer , Jlnrrie t Alma, manietl Capt. l\lnrliu 

Higby , of Company 1, 2-Jt!J low:~lnfantry,aurlalso 

resides in Cedar Co11nt.y , !own. 

.Justin l\liles was horn in Hnndolph, Yt., in l7U3, 

nucl in eCJntpnuy with !lis Lwo brothers, .John ant! 

.J~mes , cmigr:til'cl to< >ltio iu 1H20, .Ju s tin sdt.ling 

in Canaan, 1\' ayue Cuuuty, an<l James in ( :11ilford, 

l\Jedinn County .. John soon after remuvetl to Yan­

kee Springs, l\1 ielt. ln 1852 James removed to 

.Jnekson Count._y, ]own, an'! wns soon aftcrwanl fol­

lowetl l;y .Justiu. At Ll1nt time the laud was mostly 

ownwl by the Govt•rnment, and the l\liles brothers 

had Lhc lluiHJr of pal(•ut iug- Lite land whcru Lhe lwatt­

Liful Jit.Lie eity of lllile~ uow xt.auds, a11d wltenee it. 

dt·riYl'S its llllilll'· 

A tno1tg I he dnug·lllt·r;; of Timothy l\1 ile~ 1rerc 

son1e n·ry line singers, e~pceially 1\lareia, wllo~c 

clnughter, Caroline, wns the mother of that very rlis 

tinguis lte<l sol<licr, cx-<:ovcmur H. A. 1\lger, of 

1\licltigan. C:eii. Jamcs N. 1\liles , of the regul:lr 

army, the renowned Jndinn lighter, is a descendnnt 

of A bncr 1\1 ilPs of Hevolut.iouary f:!.JIIC. ,\s n r:tee 

they nrc JH'L'tili:trly uotecl for their Ioree of c!t:trnc­

tcr, their uullinching adltcrc:nce lo what they bc-

. lieve to Le right, nncl their strong regnrtl for cvrry­

thing tltnt is 1\lllerienn. 

The l\lileti family was among the first to r:tlly 

around the llng in defense of the Uniou tluring 

the Into Civil \\' nr, nntl were nmong Lite most loyal 

supporters of Lineoln's a(lministration. Coming 

frum Lhe ohl \\' big stock, they are uaturally Hc­

lHtl!liean, and are of that radicnl mold that. makes 

them strong [Jflrtisans. 

Our subject was clecte(l a member of the ~even­

tceuth Genernl Assembly from Jackson County, 

Jo1va, ovcreoming a large Democratic majority , nnd 

tj!'l'ed his constitneucy in rL very necepLal>le mnn-

6er. lie wns m:ule a meml>er of the Agricultural 

Congress of ihe United States by Gov. ~ltcrmnn. 

Representing his i::itatc in tlint body for five con­

secutive sessions, be was honored with Lhe Clwir­

mnnship of the 1om• delegation. 

l\Ir. l\liles wns mnrried, Feb. 4, 1856, to l\liss 

Snrah .Jane Ileckert, thughtPr of ,John nnd i'nloma 

(llarsh) Ueckert. l\lrs. l\liles is a native of the 

same tu11·11 as her h usl;and , am! wns l10I'Il March ,l. 
1807. To them hnvc been l>orn three ehihlren, 

,.~~======================================~~ I ---- - --------------.........--
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namely: llnttic lddl: l'earl dil'd, ng(l(l Lwo years; 

nnd Benjamin Frnnkliu. Those living nrc still siu· 

gle, and rcmnin at homt'. Their 1langltler is an 

nceompliohctl vocalist, n111l for the past sevcu years 
h·1s lrecn re~icling i11 Bo:;Lon aud New Bc<lforcl, 

1\]a:;s., ihc greater port io11 of each year. 
When 1\lr. l\liles lwgnn life l1re in Iown he harl 

l.JuL little mouey, and his success is largely 1lue to 

his own indefatigable intlustry :lllrl nppliration to 

various business entl'rpriscs , amo ng 'Thich was 

farming, which he closely follow er] up to I RIO. In 
that yenr, whrn Lit e Chicago, 1\lilwnul;ce ,v St. !'nul 

Rnilru:ul wa:; built, he, with elt•Vt'tt others, Wt!nt on 

a lronct for :1;1 5,000, to he pnid when the rcm<l \l'fiS 

romplctc<l to the town of Prc·ston, the first tuwn 
west of 1\liies, :lll!l th e con t.raeL wns l'ilrried nnt l,y 
both parties. .-\fler the station wns lot ,atecl nt 

1\Iilcs he took t: ltnrge of it., anrl engnge<l in dealing 

in live stock anti in lite g-rain hu~itH•ss. I l e was 
ng-ent here for seven years, fln tl in tlte grnin nnrl 

prorluce tratlc for tll'elve year:;, tluiug nu cxteusive 

atHl lu erflt.iv e ln1sincss. During this Lime he still 

cmTietl on hi s farming- interests . 
Ft!W men in Iowa have lt:ul so cxtcnsi\'C an nc­

.uaiutance LltrougltouL the eu tire St.atc ns i\lr. 

i\lil cs. Ilis fine conversntiounl powers, cuml.Jinetl 

with his genial, frauk dis position, mnl;e him t.lt e 

ecntcr of uttrnction in e\'Cry ~oein l ci rcle. lie hns, 

for mnny years, tnk en grent interest in Free l\Ius­

onry, nn1l hns tnken nil the degrees, both nncicnt 

and modern, execpt the thirty-third degree . He 

is now CJllit.e cxten:;ivel_r en gng·cr l in agricnltuml 
pursuits, anrl is the [ ) tttHlt•r nnd Prcsirlent o f the 

Exchange Bank of .1\lilcs, where he now resitles. 

We hnve asked J. W. i\lilcs to write in his own 

hugunge for om .Jncl;son County "\ LBU~l, t.IH~ hal­

i\IICC of hi s personal history. 
--0--

I stnicl wit.h my fa t!Jer on his extcnsi1'e farm in 

Cannan dnring my minority. In 1\lnrclt, l!l52, I 

concltulc!l to go to California ac·russ the plains. 

Cnpt. Durling, who ltntl crossc·tl the pl:1ins in 1850, 

hacl just returned nn d nd vcrti setl to take another 

eompnny neros~ for :!; 12:i per ca pitn. li e ngrce1l to 

furnish every neces:;nry eq uipment., l.JuL the com­

pany must clo the n·ork. The conveyances were to 

be han !eel Ly ox t ra ms. In a few clays the Jteccs-

sary Jlltllll>c·r of applieations wn ~ received, nnd on 

1\Iarclt JH the eompany (100 men nn1l fiv e women) 

startetl from \\'oo~tcr, Ohio, on a journey so full of 

vnrictl nnd thrilling cxpcnences, tltnt it will ever 

he fn' =' ll in nH!mnry. 

We went lty rail to " ' clbl•illc , CHI the Ohio 
River. From ht:re we took a s team er clown the 

Ohio to its mouth , anti up the i\lissi~sippi to t:\t. 

L ouis. At St. L o uis Cnpt. Durling sc lcdccl nine 

of u~ C:1nnan l.JO_rs nnrl ten others to Cl'OSS the coun­

try with him to Tnrlrpcntlencc, lllo. , for the pur­

l""'U of buying ltjl the stock rcrp1irecl. The lmlancc 
ut' Lhe l'l> lltJI!lll.)" was ~ent rlin·ct to ltulcpcnrl encc 
hy ~tc>nmcr, where they enenmped un t il we n.rriverl. 

\\'c ltought 130 heat! of rattle an1l fifteen horses. 

On Lh e night heforc leav ing St. Lon is Capt. Dnr­
lin g's quir ·k wit and ,.;t•lf-co rnmau<l savctl him from 
l> cing 111~ 1<1 up and ro1Jhe11 while he ha1l more than 

~:10.000 on his person . Lntc in the evening two 

lllen ~ t o pped him r11t th e st. rcei, pnshe1l him into un 
alley, a nd tole! him to <lisgorge if he wanted to 

live. He sai d to them in a very coo l manner: 

"Who rlo yon think I nm?" They r e plied: "Yon 

nre Cnpt. l>mling, from Ohio, on yo11r wny neross 

t.he plains." In the same eool manner he said 

agnin: •' Gentlemen, you are rnist.nl;cn; f nm on the 

same busincs~ thnt you arc. I know where Capt. 

Dmling is, aud if you fellows will join me, we 

shnll rl o him up." They were complet ely disarmed, 

nnd so went with him. li e soon met two police­

men :1nrl banrlcd the would -be robbers over to 
them, ngrel'ing t.o npprar against th em the next 

morning. Hut when morning came we left the 

eity cnrly, nntl no dnnht the thugs were tumed 

loose ngain. 
AlJOliL April I we nrriverl at lntlepcndencc with 

our stock, and in ten tl ays were started on our trip. 

\\'e crossed the Kmtsas Riv er on a rope ferry about 

ten miles above its mouth , nncl had a very pleasant 

time through Kansas nnd in to Nebraska, nntil we 

struck the Cotton i\l ound River. IIere Lite chol­

era broke out rluring the first ni g ht in cnmp. A 

young man in t.cnt 0:o. ll w:1s taken aLout 9 o'elock 

an•l tlied before twelve. II is l•wther next younger 

wns taken soon after, a nd nt 2 o'clock he wns clead. 

Our mess, No. ~. bmiccl t hem both in one long 

gmvc, wrnppe1l on ly in their blnnkets. This wns 
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\ayl.Jrenk, thinking there might be something in 
he locality that hall brought on the disease. It 
tuck to us, however, for ten dn.ys. During this 

bme .twelve died :mel as many others recovered. 
~r e Cannan boys sceme!l clwlera proof. None of 
IS were attacked by it. 

Early in JHny we arrivctl at the Platte River, a 
ew miles below Ft. Kearney. Jlcre a little gootl 

fortune befell our mess. " ' c hall scarcely gone 
· nto camp when I notice1l a coveretl wagon about 
n half-mile from us. On going over to visit it I 
found two mcu nnrl two women, who hn1l startcll 
from St. Louis with one wagon aml three yoke of 
oxen, to make thei1· way to the gohl fields of Cnli­
,fornia. One ox had cliell, they could not buy 
another to replace it, nor could they m'lvnnce or 
go back without one. I told the men that if one 

!of the women woultl cook for our llll!~s duri11g the 
; remainder of the journey, 1 woultl pcrsua!lc the 
, Captain to takP. them into our train. This they 
heartily agreed to, and the bargain was soon made. 
i So we had a.n excc!IPnt cook thereafter. The next 

ldny we crossell the .Platte Hivet· at Keamey, and 
. continued on the north sicle. Here we rnn into 
the Pawnee Indians. They were on the war path 
that summer, anrl we hall to look out for them. On 
the 11ith of l\Iay we (·ampecl nea.r a little strer.rn, 

, making, as usual, a corral! of our wagons, to pre­
i vent the India.ns from sta.mpecling our stock. The 
twenty-six wagons m:ule a corral! larg-e enough for 
all the cattle, but the horses were picketed outside 
nml a. guard pbce1l onr all. About 2 o'clock, a. 
111., some Indians cmwlcll up the bed of the stream 
and scared the horses. They came rushing up to 
the wagons, snorting and pawing until they stam­
peded the ca.ttle. The whole herd made a rush for 
the opposite side of the corral!, went pell mel! over 
one wagon, and reduced it lo atoms. Not a wheel 
remained unbroken, yet strung-e as it mny seem. 
not a. hoof was hurt. Jn less time tha.n it takes to 
read this, every critter hnd tlisappea.red in the dark­
ness, except six horses. This was hard luck, but 
it n~ight have been worse had they all gone. At 
dawn Capt Durling, with five of us Canaan boys 
on the six remaining horses, were on their trail, 

l 'Vel! armed and determined. We overtook them 

I 
I 

~ .. • . .... l ,• ;1' •. 

about ten miles from camp, driven by lifteen ln­
clians. The Indians were not going to give up 
their prize without a struggle. They fa.ced about 
to give us battle. lt was open prairie, so we com­
menced shooting at long range. ·we ·Soon hnd 
three of them clown, and so were enconragecl to 
go nearer. 1 t was not long until two more were 
wonndecl, ancl a third fell oead. The rest fled, 
taking one of our horses with them. Capt. Dur­
ling gave chase, and wns ra.piclly ga.ining on the 
enemy when the fellow dismounted at the river's 
ctlge and tlove from sight. "\Vhen he appea.red n.t 
the opposite si<le the Captain shoL him deacl. Every 
animal was recoverell, and our retum to camp with 
them was the occasion of much rejoicing. This 
was our la.st attempt to form a corrn.ll of the wa.g­
ons, hut instead we placed a strong guard over the 
stock. 

Shortly afte1· !.his ex1writ:nce Charles Burllctt, 
one of our Canaan boys, was taken with mountain 
fever, and a.fter suffering severely for fifteen days 
he diecl, ancl we buried him at Ash Hollow. This 
was the first loss from our compa.ny, and we nil 
felt it IJittcrly. I never saw such a homesick lot 
in my life. For my p:u-t, ha.d the earth been mine, 
I believe I should have given it that morning to 
have been at home. It looked hnrd to leave the 
Lones of our fellovrs to bleach on the plains. 

ln due tiine we arrived at Ft. Laramie. From 
here we soon struck the Sweetwater, a. IJeautiful 
strc:1.m and a lovel.v country . This was the home 
of the Crow Indians. They were a.t pence, an1l we 
hac! no further trouble until we arrived at the 
llumbolllt Hiver. 

,July 4 wns celcl.Jrntell a.t Independence Rock, 
and on the 15th of the sa.me month we crossed the 
Rocldes by the South Pa.ss. There wal still ·snow 
in some of the ravines. The roads were excellent 
f1:om this on to the Green River, which river we 
crossed on a ferry to Ft. Bridges. Here I was 
taken with mountain feYer, and Ly the time we 
reached Salt Lake I wa.s a mere skeleton, and coulo 
move nbont only by the help of a cane. 

On_ our first night in the valley we camped six 
miles from the city, which, as it la.y at our feet, 
looked most inviting and cheerful after so long a 
tramp aC1·o~s the barren desert. There was a tracl-
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1 
ke

1
p
1

t u~ a fellow
1
who 

1
11HHlefi• itt rcfrcsh

1
cctll allllt

1
n
1
uch more jnhi lnnt than· when we 

""··I' Ins usmess to eatc 1 a enugrnnts w 1en t tcy rs enterec 1e vn ey . 

~',jl •J!I 
·n•·r ; entered the vnllcj', ns t.hCj' were likely to hnve The first night in c:unp after leaving the l\l'or-

1.:· :Jf: more mOiiey then than when they left. Two of \IS mon eity we Ill isscd one of our men, nv nlcot, 

j·:· !:f boys went into his store to get something I l'OIIId who wns a ll !ethocl itit preacher.) lie harl hee11 t:Oil-

·, 1J1! '-' '' 1! 1~~ cat. After lmyin!! a few ve0"'etaules I sat down to vertccl t.o the .i\Iormon faith, nnd they mntlc him 

'

: .•. ··~~ n.·.[~ .. ,f rest. ·when my companion tho11ght T hall restecl nn Ehler. I heard of him Lut n. few years since. 
, · long eno11gh he said: ·'Miles let's f.!:O." The store- lie is still with them. 

ji! l,'ljl keeper said: "Dill yon speak to me?" l\fy frien•l Leaving this i11tercsting spot in tbe tht·earl of 
'\il'i;l, 
··.JU;j': replied: "No, I spoke to my companion here." Oil I' story, let ns hasten on. In a few days we 

if'i•'· '· 'Veil," said he, 'jthat is my name." I had noticecl reaehe<l the llumho!ch River, and traveler! its en-
j~;~, : , along· the route to f'a lt Lnku <'ity se \·er:d a<lvcr- ti re lungth, until it wns swal lower! up in the rle8ert, 
.!i;IJ ~ tiscmcn~s painted on huge rucl;s, signed , "l\Ii!cs at a place calletl Humllol<IL Sink. The l!umholdt 

Bros., Pioneers for the l\fot·mou8," anti this young [nclians occupietl this whole region . They haci 
man proved to be one of them. I harl a short talk Lcen very hostiic ever since the l\formons entered 
with him and founcl him to l1e my own cousin. the valley, and the scalp of many a Saint, as well 
His grnnclfaLher, whose name was Thomas .1\Iiles, as Genti le, adorned their wigwams. At a place 

I r1~~ 

,:· l~l: 
't'~' 

settled in Pennsylvania after t.he Hevolutionary called Stony Point, they gave emigrants more 
War. Jle was a hrothcr of Timothy llliles, my trouble than at an.r other one plaee. 'Vhcn our 
graJHlfather. Th~ young l\[ilcs was ai.Jout my age. train arriverl in this vicini ty we eampetl in a big 

' ~.·. :. ! 
lie h:1cl two IJrothl!rs, ouc sbter mHl a widowecl l>cntl uf the river, whl•re the feerl wns goocl fur the 
mulhcr. T he father ha<l died ncar Aleron, Uhiu,. stock. Both banks of the river were thieklr over-

i(" on his way to join the l\formons, then located at grown with willows from ten to fifteen feet high. 

'tJf;' 
Nauvoo, Ill. The oL!H!r mcJnlH:rs ol' t.h" fn11Jily '!'her<' was uo other shruhhcry in the whole llllm· 

,~;,/ 
hacl been with the l\Iormons ever since. li e took bohl t \'all ey, which is six miles iu width, nne! 

r · ~~! me home with him the next moming, anrl I re-

·.1 . };··· (·~.· .. [. m
1 
a~ne11~ ,

1
vith tthe fatmil.~ for .two wcieks. 1Tnclm

1
· 

t ~ t Jell' -:me trea men :u1u gooc. care recoveret 
·ji: 1 1.::: rapidly . They were all single at that time, ancl 

i j!l. '/~' ill were .llOn-believcrs in po lygamy. .l\fy cousin 
' ' ·l"j ' showed me all the intcrc~t in 0"' fcaturrti of the city, 

:lr 11;1 fp ancl introduced me to llrig.ham Yu11ng mHI Orson 

''l

i ~~~· :::, :[:' 
1

1
j~.i .. 

11

·,

1

,,,:l ·. Pratt. I called on these men almost daily after 
that until we left the City . They nil urged me to 
become a Mormon and remain with them. Brig­

, I '! .t . ~ ,I 1 H .1

1

,, ;, •:: ham offered me a commissi.on in his army, under 

I 
I it· i i · my cousin, who wns captain; Lnt r had startccl for 

: ·:.··.: ~~i. f , .~.·_:,. Cttlifornin, nncl nothing i.Jut clcath coulcl s top me. 

1 
· 'Ve were there, howevet·, on .July 2·l, the annivcr-

1 
t[ i! 1! ·{. sary of their arrival at Salt Lake. They had an 

I I. c·· -~ immense celebration, equal to our Fourth of July. 

I 
l ..: One might have thought, judging by the speeches· 

lf
.fr. '' ~- of their leaders, that t hey owned ancl rnlccl·-ycs, 

• !I : I i{ ancl ever wou lcl-thc whole earth ancl most of 

l llj- ! f'" henven . Our company had no ca use for com-

l.Joundell on either side by high mountains. Capt. 
Durling arrange.ll the. gnartls t his n ight, ant! noth­
iug unusual hn ppcncci. The picket next the ri vcr re­
ported that he saw Indians on the opposite bank 
just after day light. After brcakfntit Capt. Dur-
ling told me to mount my pony, follow a path 
leacling through the willows below camp, forcl the 
stream, and learn what I coulcl concerning the red­
skins. I asked IIanington, a chum of mine, to go 
with me. lie mounted the pony behind me, and we 
were soon on the opposite bank of the stream. 
Emerging from the willows and looking townrrl 
the i.Jluff we saw a clozen or fifteen Inclianti, ~thont 

a hnlf-mile distant, couting towarcl us. We slipperl 
bnek into the willows to watch their mo1·em cnts. 
They seemed to be mald!lg for the very path we 
were in. As they approached ncar to us we dis­
covcycci that they had with them two wh ite men, 
priso ners. " ' e hurriedly rlcci11ecl to lay iow until 
they were within thirty yarcls of us, then to empty 
om rifles an•1 revolvers at them so rapidly ns to 
impress them of greater nnmbcrs, believing tllat 

I 
I 

I 
I 
I 
I : 
i 

i 

i 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

1 

:l ; . -~: plaint, however, for they treater! us all very nicely. 

I !'
1

·.: -l~ We left t hem the latter part of July, feeling g reat ly 
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what we did not !<ill or WOllJHl . would rnn, leaving 
us the prisoner~- But our scheme failed, for while 
they were yet fifty nr sixty yard~ cli8tant they 
tumed abt·u ptly to our rig ht, crossed the ri vcr 
fifteen roll s below us, nnd disappeared in the wil­
lows. \Ve put tmck to cnmp n.nd reported what 
we harl seen. It was then about ten o'cloek, but 
1\S we hat! plannetl to remain there tl1at day, the 
Captain took fifty-five men , leaving the rest to 
gun.rd the camp, and crossed the river again where 
we hall crossed. \Ve soon found the lnclian trail, 
and following it were led Lack across n portion of 
the river on to nn island. Continuing on om trn.il 
through the willows we ~wldenly carne upon an In­
dian village of more than fifty wigwams. The 
occupants, buc:ks, squaws, and papooses, all fle<l 
in to the bushes on the opposite si<le of tue islnnd. 
W e did not fire at them, Lut thought ''if 'tuey will 
but go, tucy can not go too quick nor too far." 

On entering the cbief's wigwam we found the 
two prison<:>rs tied to the center pole, anrl they 
were two happy men when we cut their fetters and 
set. them fre e. They were from Kentucky, an<l hall 
left th ei r t.rnin to shoot some <luck~ they had SN'n 
light in a little Jake. When they were far enough 
from their fellows these ln(lians had pounced upon 
Lhcm from Lhc long grnss, allll had capturetl them. 
They were doomed to burn at the stake on the very 
evening we rescued them. 

Some of th e men set fire to scvcml of the wig­
wams, and in no ,time the whole village was in 1~ 

bbze. When th e re<l men saw the smoke of their 
uumiug city they rnised the war whoop and cuarged 
through the willows. Our Captain took in the 
situation in a second, aml instantly arrnngc<l his 
men within ten pacesof the brush. \Vheu the In­
rl inns appeared we gave them a volley that sent them 
suddenly back behind thci.r fortress. The ol(l chief 
eoul<l not get them to charge again, although he 
tried for thirty minutes. Capt. Durling wns quite 
anxious to know what W!\S on the other side of the 
bushes, so an old veteran of the Mexican \\' ar , who 
was in the colnpany, volunteered to crawl through 
and report. In nbout ten minutes he returned 
with a bad arrow wound over his eye. The CH p­
tain then askc<l me to stmHl in my snddle and re­
port wllat I could sec. This I <lid. The Indians 

.... 

• l • "~ l-

were huddled together in nn opening of the Lrush 
they di<l not see me. There wns one not more 
than fort.y ynnls distant with a rille in his hnntl , 
stnndiug Ly a lnrgc American horse. I drew a 
bead on him, but my gun misse<l fire. lie heard 
the snap and returned the eomplirnent almost in­
stantly. Ilis Lull struck my saddle Lut rlid uo 
further damage. lly this time 1 had a new eap on 
my gun, so fired again. I snw both Indian anrl 
horse fall to the ground. The same bullet had 
liilled them both. I regretter] the death of the 
horse.very mueh, for he woul<l have been worth 
$:!00 in California. The Indians now mmlc a 
rush past our left flank for the river. As they 
passe<! the only opening we fired upon them, kill­
ing several and wounding others. This enclerl the 
lmttle. The 1n<lians lost more than thirty in killed 
and wounded, while but two of our men were hit 
at all. 

Brigham Young soon heard of our victory nn<l 
dispntched n courier after us with his sineere thanks 
nnd n pretty ling, which we kept Ilying from our 
lead-w!tgon until we arrived in California. 

These same Indians, however, \Yere eager for re­
venge, and they h:urassetl om tmek for more than 
two weeks, pouneiug upon nny of liS whenever we 
elmncetl away from cawp aluue. 

The fourth evening after the battle of Stony 
Point one of our horses strayed a hnlf-mile from 
camp. The Captain sent me ant! a mess-m;1tc of 
mine to hring him in. ·we tho<:<ght of no tlangcr, 
mill so went 011t unarm ed. l\Iy Cllllljl:tnion rode 
the horse while 1 trudge<] behind. As we pas~cd 
a covert of Lushes on the bank of the river a treach­
erous retlskin, from his concealment, fired an arrow 
at me, which cut completely through my clothing 
across my chest, inflicting a slight wound us it 
whizzctl hy. I a~SIIl'C you no grass ·grcw umlcr my 
feet from there to camp. 

A few days later two of our pnrty, Capt. Hobin­
inson anll a boy by the n!\me of \Vel.Jb , thought 
the train moved too slow for them, so they fillc<l 
their knupsaclis and declared they would take it 
afoot the rest of the wny. The first night out they 
suppcred l.Jy the roadside, nnd nfter dark sought 
the sheller of some sage hushes nhout forty rods 
distn.nt, for the night. About 12 o'clock five In-
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dians pounced upon them, disarmed them as they 
(the Indians) supposed, bound their hands with 
rawhide, anrl thuo made them prisoners. They im­
mecliatcly started northward, but. had not gone far 
wlwu two of the lnrlians who were mounted ro<le 
away, leaving the other three to bring the prison­
ers. The Captain worked vigorously at his fetters 
in the darkuess, antl was soon rewarder] in the sat­
isfaction that he coultl slip one hantl out whenever 
a favorable opportunity offcretl itself. I>resently 
they ascended a little hill, at the rig-ht of which ran 
n lillie stream. Two of the Judi:ms went down to 
drink. When they were at the foot of the hill 
Robinson uuloosed his hantls, th·cw a revolver from 
his hoot leg, and placing it within six inche5 of the 
Indian's lwcly, sent him howling into Etel'llity. 
The other two rushed back to the summit, but as 
they drew near he fired ngnin, wounding another 
of the trio. The third fled for his life, n.nd they saw 
him no more. Robinsou then tool< a howie knife 
from the deacl Indian's belt, cut the boy's bonds 
asumler, and sent him to settle with the wounded 
Inclian. lie said the lad would have made mince 
meat of him, hn.rl he not cnlle<l him away. They 
made their way back to the trail about daylight, 
founcl another train, and inclucetl them to wait 
until we came up. to· This wns the last attempt hy 
any one to walk on aheatl of the tmin. 

We arrived one evening n. few days later at the 
Humbolrlt Sink, and being in a rlreary desert with­
out fooct or wn.ter for tl;e stock, we pushecl on, 
traveling Lhirty wiles that Hight, along what wns 
cn.llcd Trunkey route. lYe aniverl about dawn at 
Boiling Springs. 
era! miles away. 

These Springs ean be hcarct sev­
The water is n. little brackish, and 

comes up boiling hot. One can make · very goocl 
tea or coffee from it, and cattle will drink it after 
it is cooled. 

One day later we arrived at the Trnnkey Hiver, 
forded it, and camped on the opposite side. This 
was the first stream since we left the l'latte that 
was not impregnated with allmli; and coming upon 
it right out of the desert we thought it the most 
beautiful stream in the worlcl. \Vater, wood, and 
grass being abundant, we remained here severn! 
dn.ys, to improve ourselves and our stock. 

Another week's travel brought us to the place , 

where Lawson anti his ill-fated e:umpany peritihetl 
the previous winter. Their ghastly ~kclclons, 

picked clean hy the wolves n.ntl vultures, were strewn 
ahont the old cnmp in re<:kles~ profusion. lt was 
the most ltitlcous sight I h:ul <.!\'Cr witm·~sotl. This 
was ncar the eastern bnsc of the Sierra Nevada 
Mountains. The ascent of the~e mountains wns so 
grndual that we scarcely renlizcd it, but the tlcsccnt 
on the opposite sitle was so abrupt Lhnt we were 
compclletl nt times to lower our wagons hy means 
of long ropes . This wn:; the hardt:st aut! most tctl­
ious part of out' journey. 

On September lH, just six mou\.hs fr()lll Lhc day 
we left houlc, we arrivctl at Gihsouvillc. !Jere we 
Cau:J.an hoys clecitletl to stop to try our fortunes. 
In a short time we hatl staked out dnims, built liS 

a log cabin, aml were washing out goltl. EigllL of 
us laborer! and bunked together. Snow began to 
fall lnte in October, ancl at one time during the 
winter uf 1852-5:1 it lny t\Yl,nl.y feet deep. TheL'c 
was nothing done in tile mines after \hi:; for n. long 
time. Everybody wns kept busy shoveling out his 
cabin, and procuring wootl for fuel. 

(;ibsonville is nt the foot of l'ilo\. Knob. About. 
BOO mines were locatetl here. ,Jnnuary 1 we n.ll 

stnrtccl out to bent a path to the HalJbit Creek 
house, a distance of eleven miles, where we could 
get provisions. Gibsonville hnti mn out of about 
everything except whiskey, unrl none of us could 
live long on that alone. \\' e left camp nt Gibson­
ville early in the morning, single file , the heat! man 
wallowing waist tleep or deeper in the snow until 
exhausted, then he would fall out and the next 
man woulcl continue a little fnrther in the s:tme 
manner. \Vhcn 300 men had traversed the same 
path it wns quite pnssable. \\' e made five miles 
the first day, and all btlt one rcturnctl home at 
night, though some were late getting back. ·we 
stnrted out early on the following morning to com­
plete our work, but had not gone more than a mile 
when we picked up our lost compnnion, evidently 
chilled tu death, although it had not frozen a par­
ticle. He probably sat dmm to rest, and being fa­
tigued fell asleep, never to wake ngnin. On the 
seeo.nd clay we completer] our ronrl to the Habbit 
Creek house, nnd eaeh man carried baek wha t pro­
visions he could. Two of our mess went down 

. ' t· 
' . . 

l 

I 
I 
! 
1 
I 

I 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

( 

i 

l 

.JACI\~ON COUNTY. 

I 

every Wl'ek t.ltercal"tt•r tinLil lite lirsL uf 1\lay , when 

a tmin of l\Iexi~:an pat·k ntnlcs came up with ~up­

pi iPs. 

:1\otlling of grave impurL:tnet~ happened during 

the Slllilllll'l' until ~t·ptcmber . At litis tint<• was 

found mbsing a mnn by th e nau1c of ~l:ttl'r, who 

kept 11. Lrnding po~l about three utile ~ below our 

camp. llis ranchc wns st.ill run by his cook, a 

young man who. t~ame with Slater frcJm l'ortlnnd, 

Me. 'Vhen miner~ \Yent there to trade, and in­

quired for Slater, tbe cook would always tell thl'lll 

he hml goue below to buy goods. l't•uple )Jec:uue 

suspicious after n while, and sent a !nan below to 

int)ltire nbouL him , lmt no one had scl'n him. For 

some Lime two snilorH had l.c<·n sLopping with the 

cook, nud one Sunday when two of the miners 

went down to trade these snilors offered them 8:i 

to cut down n lnrge pine tn•p, inst.rnding tht•rn p:tr­

tienl:trly th:tL it tnttsl. Ill'. i"<'llt"l in :t t:<'l 'l:tin plat·t ·. 

The miners <litl the work n1Hl reeeivetl their pay, 

but on the way haek to cnm p they IJt·g:m to t.h ink 

it st.rnnge that the tree mu~ t Le put in just such a 

position. They related tlwir expcricnt·e to o ur 

rneos, nne! we too thought iL s trange. After ta ll<ing 

the mntter over, 1 was appointetl a couunittl't~ to 

go over to Shnsk<·y, where tltet·e was n vigilan ee 

committee, and have Lhem investigate the matte r. 

I fonntl the buy captain, ns he was called, and he, 

with one other, came to <:ih~un ville th e next <.lay. 
Thry hire<! two men to sal\· the log iuto cuts nntl 

roll it away. Then tlll'j' la~gnn to dig :dong be­

neatlt its !Jed, an<l soon fount! a soft plate. After 

!Jigging uut one foot they found, in a silting pos i­

tion, the object of their search, " ·i th his hl':t<l ~plit 

open, npparentl,r with an nx, mHl n rope arouml his 

neck. The rope pas~e <l under his kn ees . then o1·er 

his neck agnin , <lrawing his knees up to llis chin, 

nml was tie<! in n sailor's knot. The sailor~ had 

left the mnche somr time hcforc, so tile C:tptain put 

the cook UIHlcr nrrcst, an<l " ·cut o1·cr to ?\cl son 

Creek, where he fount! the sailors, nn<l l>rougltt 

them l>nck to Uibsonville . They " ·e re t:lkPn to 
I 
I 

Sinter's rnnche the uext <lay atHl triell for murder 

1 before a jur:r of miners. Home one !tar! told the 

I cook if he would turn State's e\'irlencc nu<l tell 

what he knew about the murrler they would let 
~·.·! •p him go ; accordingly, he was made first wit.ness. 

. . .. ·. ~ , · . 1" 

!lis tt'~t . intuny was as l'ollows: "'l'hc~c ~ailors h:t\'1\ 

becu at the mndte a great <lcnl. One tiny when 

Sinter 1\':lS out t.hry nskt'd 111e how ntneh · IILOIH',\' ltl~ 

lt:ul in Lite hou8e. I told them ~I G,ooo, hcsi<les hi s 

sloe!; of goods. TIH·y t IH•n propuse tl t:J 1nnke way 

with hint and ~hare the 'boodle', hut I was It> h:Lre 

no part in th e tlltlrtler, excl'pt tu go up t.ltc rom! 

an!l wn.tclt thnt no onr s ltould t•oute upon them 

They oflicred ntt~ :iiG,IHltJ attd the store, they t.o t.nl•t~ 

$5 ,000 apiece alHl leave Lhc country. I agreed to 

this , alHl the program was carried out as planned.'• 

The ~ailors sh0wc<lnu fear , but declared their in­

nueenee to the very entl. The juror~ br0nght in 

a verdict. of guilty, an<l :dl tlm•e were hanged until 

th ey 1\'Cre dt•:ul. Till• l'ook was hangetl first, and 

11rokc down so completely that he could nut stand 

alo1w while the rope 1\·:ts l1eing thrown over the 
liutl;, Till' otht>r t.wo tlit•tl ' ·g:tml'." 

\\'c continued onr uti11ing· wit.h fair sucet·~s for 

some time, anrl IH'•e working two set of men , o ne 

by night anti one l1y tlay. I wurl;ctl with the 

night crew. \Ve ha<l tlriftcll iuto the monnt:tin h,Y 

one main tunnel about Ill() ft'l't, and had run sev­
eral drifts t0 the right nn•l left , l.Jceuming rery 

carcle~s al.Jont timl1cring o1·crht•ad lo prevent the 

top of the drift ft·utn llnl;ing <>ff. On t.he 20th of 
1\l:ty, 1H54, 1rliilc I was :tL work as us ual, a large 

quantity of gravel fell upon me, and lntric•l me to 

the tlr.pth of t!.Jree or four feet. Three otlter men 

were working ncar, :ulll lht ·.r e:tntc itttllit'diat.cly Lu 

my rcseue. The gravel ''"ing loose , till'.)' suun 

shovclctl me out, though more <h·:t<l than ali\·e. 1 
was carried to our log l':thin. and for more than n. 

month suffered so much that d e:Ltil would have 

l.Jeen a great relief. No !.Jones were llwken, !Jut 

every musele allll !iber h:Hl l•ecn S< JllCezcrl until it 

was as ten,tlt·r allll scn~iLive as naked nerve. " ' !tile 

I was eutdinc•l to IllY bed we had another ~cu,.ation 

thnt eauscll us to senti ng:lin for the l>uy Captain. 

Our C:il.Jwnville butcher, who w:ts :uceustomcll to 

go down the valley every week fur ~t.oek, s tnrtetl 

out the lst of l\Jay with $.;/tiU in hi s poekeL. liis 

body was found three days l:tter, not more than a 

mile from t0WJJ. Five fatal 11·ouutls s lwwetl that 

he harl mnrle a gallant fi g ht for hb life. 

Two gnmltlers who stnitl nt <:ihst•nville were sus­

picionetl. One of tltem had Leen see n on the same 
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day that our bntcl;er )eft town, with his hand tied 
up in the butcher's handkerchief. He claimed to 
have cut his hand while grinding his bowie knife, 
bnt when the hoy Captain and his partner came 
into town the g:11nhlcr~ snclclcnly left. 'l'he Cap­
tain followecl their t.mil, l111t was ~urprisetl ancl 
fired at hy the gamblers about three miles from 
town. They m issccl him, however, :mel he retnrncrl 
their slwts, kill in~: one :uul forcing the other to 
surrender. The criminals were brought back to 
Gibsonville, and the living one con fessed the mur­
der. ITc wns hang-eel to n tree, with apparent in­
difference to his fate. 

This Boy C:tptnin is well known by many .Tack­
son County people. He is now, nnrl has been for 
severnl years, a eoncluctor on the Chicago, l\1 ilwau­
kec & St. Paul Railway, between Chicago nncllllar­
ion. Charles Shepherd is the Boy Captain of one 
of C'alifomin's ea rlier day vigilanee committees. 

In two months from th e tlatc o f my injury in 
the mine I wa~ abl e to move about :t little by the 
aiel of crutches. I then sold my interest in the 
mine and cl ec:i <l etl to return to Ohio. The boys 
r.nrriecl me to the nenrcst stnge line, a clistancc of 
twelve miles, nne! 1 startecl for San Francisco, ar -­
riving there much better t.l1:llt wht' n I left the mines. 
.lutte :10 we sta rtccl from S:111 Fr:meisco 011 lhc 
steamship "Oregon," nud hac! :t very plcasn11t four­
teen-clay~ joumcy to l'nnnma. IJere we proc ured 
horses or mules to cross the Jsthinns to Chagres. 
,Just before arriving at this place one of the pas­
sengers, getting a little hehincl his comrncles, was 
waylaicl anrl robbed by some natives. He was left 
for cleact, but a nother company com ing over soon 
after found him, ancl brought him along to Cha­
grcs. \Vhcn we left the next morning he wns still 
nlivc. From Chngres we hat! a joumcy of twenty­
five miles <lown the river in open skiffs, then took 
the cars to Aspinwall. After waiting two dnys for 
a stenntel' lo New York, we t.ool; lHISHagc on tiH! 
"Georgia," nncl were in New York in eight days. 
On the "Georg ia" I made the acquaintance of six 
sickly looking men, who sni<l they were all that wns 
left of seventy-five who came from New York to 
the Isthmus sixty clays before, to work on the rnil­
roac:l then building fr om Aspinwall to Panama. In 
New York I left my ol<l elothing nil in a hath 

house, took a bath, a shave, and a shampooing, 
clonned a new suit, and was thus for the first time 
in more than two years entirely without that com­
pany that sticketh closer than a brother. 

I arriverl at Cannan, 'Vaync Co .. Ohio, my home 
anrl birth place, about Aug. l, 1854, much im­
proved in healLh nncl quite able to walk. 1n two 
months I wns entirely well. The following Octo­
bet· 1 received a letter from my uncle, who had 
moved to .Tnckson County, Iowa, in 1852. He 
stated that cattle brought a goocl pri ce in Iowa 
that fall. During the summ er of 1854, Northern 
Ohio had suffered from a severe drouth, so that 
everybody was short of feed, and cattle were cheap. 
l\Iy brother, .T. N. l\liles, and I, concluded to buy 
up a drove and take them to Iowa. Accordingly, 
we bought 130 head , and when we had them ready 
to drive, they hnrlnot cost us more than $10 a head . 
1n Enstcrn Illinois we IJought twenty-five more, 
an<l when we reached Iowa in early December, our 
herd numbered 155 head . \Ve crossed the l\Iis- · 
sissippi Rivc1· nt Lyons :mel staid with Elijah Buell. 
The we:tther was sti ll ns plensant as early autumn. 
They tole! ns at Lyons that I ow a was an I nclian 
name nne! signified: "'l'hi::; i::; the place." \Ve 
thought it rightly named. ])eccmher !J we sold 
our stock at public nuclion, nml realized $32 a head 
for the <lrove. I liked the country so well that 1 
bought the fifty acre~ on which my builcliugs now 
stan<l , selecting that particular piece especially to 
secure the water running through it. It pleased 
me so much tltnt I decid ed at once to make this 
my future horne. 

About the middle of .January, 1855, I returned 
to Ohio, and in the spring following learned that 
my father had signed a note for $~,000 with one 
Zuner, a merchant who Jwd just fail ed. It was 
evident that my father must pay the note, if some­
thing was not speedily done to reli eve him. J 
hastcnccl to ~ec ~lr. Znncr , nucl was nut long in 
persuading him thnt he had better make some l;ro­
vision for pnying the claim. He had sent his 
brother with twenty horses to 'Valnut Grove just 
before he failed, and he gave me a bill of sale of 
these horses. 'Vith this I followed at once, ntTiv­
ing at the Grove on the very day the horses ciid. 
They were turned over to me, anti wi thin two weeks 
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I disposed of all bnlone. This on e (kept to ride 

to Jackson County , Iowa, t.lie dis tance !J~iug only 
ll!Jnut eighty nlile~ . 

through the police 1 slioul<l put spurs to my power­
ful animal, draw my revolver and make my way to 
Lhe open prairie if po~sihlc . 

\\'hen first luclwc1 in the jail the jailer sec1ncd 

quite friendly. hut nt noon when he i.Jrought my 

dillllcr lie >'~'l'lned rndi('ally eltangetl. I nsl<e!l him 

what was the mntter. lie Lolli me frnnldy th!tt he 

hacl Lccomc convinced t.hat 1 was the avowed leader 

of a gang of horse thieves anct desperadoes. I 

~skecl what m~.de him think so. ami he told me 

there was another fellow in the jail who had been 

l\l'l'ested for stealing horses, and hl\Cl said he dict 

not sec me when I etttcrc1l, althoug·h I passed right 

by his cell. But he hall described the leader of 
his g-aug that lind nrouscod that whole sr~ction of 
eountry by stealing- so many horses, nncl lie ~aid J 
answered the 1lcscri ptiou Lo a T. Well, 1 retnem­

ber saying: "This heats hell." Th~n I :1ske1l him 
if lie would scn<l men ln~vyer. lie said he would. 
I also asked him if he was acquainted with the 

1\lastcr of the i'IIasonie Lodge in the eity. lie snit\ 
he knew him, ntHl toltl me his name, lntt rl'fnsrc1 to 

carry the note. Hut I secured the deli very hy 
lJrihing one uf t.he g· uartl~. 

' ' c:;: 
The Jawyc•l' soon t':liiH' n1111 s:1id hn wuulcl g·et. llll' 

out. for ~Ill, nud it wuuld IJl' all right, ns t.he mol> 

had rlispersed. llr· till!ll ldt Ill\', and I IIC\'l'l' saw 
him again, t hough I wait.ed a cl:ty to lind him nnd 

get his scalp, after I wns relenserl. Dut whrn lie 

lcal'llcll that 1 wa.~ out of jail nnd 011 the 1var path, 
he left t.uwn fur a few dn,rs . 

Th e next dny I rorlt! tn a small town jus t hplow 

l{ocldslnnd ancl put up for tile night.. ?\ext morn­

ing I rc:H.:lH·d Hoek Island aho11t. H o'clock , to lnkc 

tile ferry :u'l'oss to I laveupurt.. \\'bile scaled on my 

horse wailing fur lile lwnt Lu come over, a slnmger 

approached me, looked at the horse very critieally, 

and said to me : "Stranger, I think 1 know this 

horse." lie spoke so impolitely that I retorted: 

"1 presume so. as you look to me like a very know­

ing fellow." Just at tili~ moment the feny boat 

lancletl ~ncl this man went al>onrcl ahcacl of me, aud 
engngcd in a low eonvcn;atiou wit.h the Captain. 
I soon hel':IIIH' l'CJII v iuecd ll1:1t they 1\'CnJ t:dldug 
:1bout my hursl'. fnllncdiatdy <.11\ !nulling at the 
wharf in J)a n ·nporl my :ttlentl \' e frientl d isap­
pearcd . I hacl not. rirldl'll but n fe1r IJiocks up i\lnin 
street, when hC' , 11·ith the Scott County ::iheriff, 

stopped Jill!. Tile Sheriff sliu"·"d me a tel~grarn 

from 1\anknkt·c•, 111., >'ilowing that parties there hncl 

had a horoc ~tuleu, and that. my horsu nnswcrecl t.he 

description . l then t•xplai11ed the history of my 

hur~l'. how I t·:lllll~ h,r him, :ntd where 1 \\'US going. 

The ~hcriff said hl' ktll'\1' a lll:tll in Huck bland who 
was aequaintPd with tlw stolen horse, and if l would 
go IJ:tek with hi111 lit ~ wonl<.l pay 111e fur Ill}' time 

:u111 lllj' expt•nses if tile horse pruverl t.o ·IJe my 

pr()perty. Thinl•in~r this to he an easy wny out of 
an nnpleasant pPsition , I n•adily consented . \\' hen 
1vc arrived on the other side 1 found the ~Lleriff of 

Hock lslnn<l Connt.y nurl thirty policemen, !Jacked 

Ly a 111uh of at ll'nsl :200, ready with open nrms to 
reel!iYe me~. I then (hut alns, too late) saw through 
the whole seil(' lll e. ~heriff Leonard, of ~colt 

Cuunt,r, handt!ll me• oVt!r to the I:oek lslantl Sheriff, 

ancl he, Sltrrouncktl l,y thirt.y policemen, took me 

off the lJOnt. The tnolr yelled: ··Jiang the horse 

thief," and attclll)lll't1 to force thro11gh the guard;;, 

bnt :tflcr seYcr:li were knocked do\\'11 by the ulli­
cer~· " Lilleys ," they wen· indttcecl to st.:tnd Lack. 

\\'e soon arrived at the jail , and 1 was ushercc1 into 

the protection of its walls just in timP. to escape the 

fury of the 1110b. A;; suun as 1 was with in the jniJ 

1 felL grenlly rl'lievcd, nlthongh I hnrl mad e np my 

mind that ~ lit>liltl tlw mob succ·ec:tl in breaking 
i \ .... 

~~~·============================~~ 

The next morning the l\Iaster of the .l\lasoiJic 

Lodge came to sec me. llc hranl my story , n1111 
helievetl me inuoeent. lie :tnt\ his frit•nd ollerr!d 
to give bail for me, but. the SheritT )V!IS so sure lie 

had his man that llc wonltl nuL let me go on bail. 

lie then utTered to pay four policcnten to guard 1nc 

in the city until the matter eonld he setLlerl. This 

also they positively refused. After tltis Llie ~fnstt•r 

sent me meals from his own table three tintt'S a rlny, 

until l wns released. 1 wus eott!inecl altog"ther 
three da.ys and three nights. The thirrl H>oming 

the .l\lnst.er Lrought Jn1lge l~nock to me. lie wus 

one of the most. influential men in Hock hland 

County, l\IHl after hearing my con1plcte history, he 
aclvi~ecl me to st.n,r right where I wns u11til the 

owner of t.he ~!.olen liorSl' arrived, ~tating that he 

I ~ 
I 

I ,. ,· . 1" 

:. 

~~~~------.......... 
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had been heard from, ancl that he woulrl he there 

as early as possible. The .Tudge charged me $25 

for this consoling atlvice. 
In due tim~ the man arriverl, and to the disap­

pointment of the whole posse, informed them that 
they hacl the wrong horse, so nothing could be 
done but to release me. I came out of that cell 
on the 1Oth of May, nncl the world had never 
seemed so bright to me. Everything looked cheer­
ful and enconraging. The earth, the sun, and even 
the people. Some, who three days Lefore were go­
ing to hang me to a lamp post, shook hands and 

cungmtulat.crl me on my c~cape. 
I inquirer! for my ten-dollar lawyer, hut '~hen I 

found he was gone I went clown to see when the ferry­
boat woulrl cross. I found that it was too late to 
geL over that. clay, ail< I while chatting- with the 
Captain of th e boat he showed me where he lived. · 
That very night ni s house was rohherl, and I was 
the inevitable sn hject of another suspicion. nut 
after leaving the ferry I had gone to a hotel, nnd 
having lost so much sleep <luring previous nights, 
I retired :tt !l o'clock. The Hheriff, with the Cap­
lain. put in an appcamnce in the moming hefore I 
was up. But the proprietor of t.he hotel absnrcll 
them the-y were after the wrong mnn ngain, as I 
harl gone to my room before ~ o'clol'k, :tnd had 
not since been out. Ile convinced them that it 
woulrl have hecn impossible for me to get out and 
brtek agnin without being seen, for they hncla night 
watch. I tolrl the Sheriff next; moming I should 

-hring suit ng:Iinst. him for fnlse imprisonment. lie 
sairl I ought not, for harl it not ueen for him the 
ferry Cnptuin would have insisted on my scconrl 
anest. I then concluded to sell my horse and 
take pnssngc on the first boat up the river. This 
I rlirl, finding :t huyer at $ 150. I then crossed to 
Davenport ngain, :tnd consu ]ted ,T uctge Grant con­
coming the nclvisnbility or uringing s uit for false 

· imprisonment. He :tel vi sed me not to do so, stnt- · 
ing that UIHler the present excitement we could 
finrl no jury that wonlcl give us rlnmrtges. 

That night l took a boat for Sahnln, aml the 
next <l:ty vbitc<l my fricnrls in \'an Buren. I re­
turned to Ohio :tgain the las t of .1\fay, !Jut came to 

. Iowa ngain in th e fa ll fr,r the purpoHe of making 

myself :t home. 
\. · 

In the meantime I harl become acquainted with :t 
pretty girl, whom I had prevnilecl upon, by making 
f:tir promises, to become my wife ns soon ns I hnd 
a home in which to put her. The result is well 

known. 
'Vhnt I have done since then is too frtmili:tr to 

the people of .Jackson County, into whose hanrls 
this book will chiefly fall, to bear repeating. l\Iy 
record is Letter known and more f:tirly jurlged than 
I, or anyone else, can tell it or jurlge it in a few 
brief lines, Respectfully, 

,f. ,V, l\1n.Es . 

f'
i1\ TLTON S. HOWLTNG. The homestead 

recognize<! ns pnrt of the Bowling estate 
comprises a wcll-regu!rttcrl farm, \l!Hler a 
high state of cultivation, with a large 

fram e dwelling, a goorl l.mrn, and the usual out­
builrlings and machinery rrquired for the success­
ful prosecution of :tgTicu!Lurc. The farm is larg-ely 
devoted to live-stouk-the raising, buying, feeding, 

:tnrl selling of cattle. 
The subject of this nol.ice is the offspring of n 

goOll fmnily, being the son of Frnnldin Bowling 
and the grandson of .lames Bowling; the latter a 

native of St:tfforcl County, Va., wli ere he marrictl 
Miss Eliz:tbet.h Batley, who was born in the ~ame 
State. They continued to live there until after 
the birth of their three clrlest children. Thence 
they remov er! to Fairfielrl County, Ohio, where 
eight more children were arhlerl to the family eir­
ele, and where the grandparents spent their lnst 
days. GmniHather Bowling dill good service as a 

soldier in the 'Var of 1812. 
Franldin Bowling, the father of our subject., was 

the eld est child of his parents, anrl was born in 
Virgini:t in 1800. lie emigrated to Iowrt :tbout 
1841, settling first in the vicinity of what is no w 
Iowa City, but later remover! to Dubuque.· He 
was marriecl in Farmers' Creek T o wnship, Ott. 2, 
1848, to l\Iiss Sarnh .T., daughter of \Villinlll nnrl 
Elizabeth (Buckley) Binns. The mother of om 
subject was born in J,incolnshirc, Engiautl. ller 
pnr6nts ernigrnterl to Canarla when sl1 c was a mere 
ehil rl. anrl livc<l then~ unLil their <le:Jth. Tht~y 
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second edition. In 1888 he engaged in a 
discussion with Rev. J. D. Whitehead, 
Christaclelphian, in Boston, Massachusetts. 
Later he held a di scussion at Lee's Summit, 
11 issouri , with Rev. D. B. Ray, D. D., of the 
Baptist Church , St. Louis, and in 1889 with 
l\1 r. D. R. Dungan, at the time professor of 
Theology in Drake University and later 
president of Bethany College, Nebraska. 

Mr. Kelley is one of the projectors and 
promoters of Graceland College, located at · 
Lamoni, Iowa. This is a non~sectarian 
school in all its departments and features, 
and so guaranteed to be in its articles of in­
corporation , notwithstanding the fact that 
it is under the fostering care of the church. 
Religion, as snch. is not taught in the school , 
and the professors religiously have mem­
bership with different denominations, or are 
not members o f anv church. He was elected 
a member of the board of trustees and di­
rectors at the beginning of the institution 
and filled these positions until April 20, 
1900, when he resigned both places. 

Politically, Mr. Kelley is a republican, 
having cast his first vote for General Grant 
for President and his last for William Mc­
Kinley. In I 873 he was elected on the anti­
monopolist ticket for superintendent of 
schools, and in I87iS was a candidate on an 
independent ticket in Mills County 
against Hon. John Y. Stone for Representa­
tive, but was defeated in the election by I25 
votes. He is a protectionist and bimetallist 
in sentiment and voted for McKinley believ­
ing that was the preferable way to attain 
both objects. 

On the 21st of December, I876, he was 
married to Miss Cassie Bishop, daughter of 
Mr. John and Mrs. Mary Bishop, Malvern, 
Iowa, and from thi s union they have a family 
CJf eight children, ranging in age from 
twenty-two down to three years, and named 
as follows: \Vinifred Bishop, born No­
vember 30, 1877 ; he was a soldier in Co. 
l\I, soth Regiment, Iowa Volunteer Infantry, 
during Spanish-American war; now law 
student Iowa State University ; Edmund L., 
Jr ., born March 25, I88o; Richard Carlyle, 
born September 30, I882; Laura Belle, born 
September 20, I884; Jeannette Vivian, born 
July 23 , I887 ; J oseph Stanley, born Febru­
ary 4, 1890 ; David Emlin, born October I6, 
r893 , and Ruth Alix, born December 8 , 

1896. Miss Bishop was born in Monroe 
County, Iowa, and reared in Monroe and 
Mills Counties. Her father 's family were 
from Danbury, Connecticut ; he was a cor­
poral in an Indiana company in the Mexican 
war and slightly wounded at the battle of 
Buena Vista. Her mother, formerly Miss 
Mary J Humeston, was born in Indiana and 
was in that state married to Mr. Bishop. Mr. 
Bishop is a thorough stockman and owns 
an extensive ranch, stocked with cattle and 
horses, at Bailey, Cherry County, Ne 
braska . 

On the 9th of April, I897, Bishop Kelley 
was called to the position of Counselor to 
the President of the church of which he is 
a member, and has filled this position since, 
in connection with his duties as Presiding 
Bishop of the society. 

.MILES, JusTIAN \VILLJARD, was a prom­
inent banker and pioneer of Jackson County 
until I897, when he moved to Manchester, 
Delaware County. He was born in \Vayne 
County, Ohio, June 18th, I 830, and is a de­
scendant of English stock. His great grand­
parents came from the mother country about 
I 7 so, and settled in :N' ew England, where 
were born Timothy Abner and Thomas. The 
second son , Timothy, was the grandfather 
of our Mr. Miles, and was virtually the head 
of the Miles family , whose descendants are 
now scattered throughout the United States. 
At the commencement of the Revolutionary 
struggle. J. 'vV. Miles' grandfather, Timothy 
Miles, then living in the wilds of Vermont, 
\\' as taken prisoner by a band of Indians un­
der the command of a British officer. His 
house was burned and his family turned into 
the woods without shelter, and he himself 
was kept in close confinement for several 
months before being liberated. His wife and 
family, meanwhile, found refuge at the house 
of a neighboring settler. Soon after the re­
turn of Timothv Miles, the three brothers 
formed a project for fitting out a vessel and 
going over to France for arms and ammuni­
tion, and from there cruise against the com­
merce of England. · The enterprise seemed 
feasible, and Abner, being a sea captain and 
understanding navigation, was well fitted for 
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such an undertaking. :\ fine craft \Vas se­
cured and a suitable cre\v enlisted. and a 
llU!llher of ,,·ouclen guns ,,-ere made and 
painted tt> represent the genuine article, hut 
w :thuut a real gun (ln board. and trusting to 
fortune and a clean vair of heeb. they hoped 
to reach france. ,,-here supplies cr,u]d be ob­
tained in abundance. .-\iter many enc()un t­
er:;. ,,·hen their object \\·as almnst obtained. 
they ''ere captured hy a Tlriti~h man -u f-,,·ar 
and C(lnfined in the old J er:>ey pri son-shi p, 
th en lying in ~e\\· Y urk harhnr. .\lmer, 
thrr,ugh the intluence of the \fasonic frater­
nin·. \\·as -;rHI!l r el ea~ed Tim1>tln· and 
Th.!lma:-;, h(l\\"e,·er. remained pri~on~rs for 
sc,·eral months. They \\·ere then exc hanged 
and <Iiterwards participated in many batt les 
o f the \Yar , and ,,-ere present at the surrender 
o f L o rd Corn\\·allis and his armv. .\t the 
close o f the war. Timotln · return~d to Ran­
dolph, Vermont. Almer- settled in ~Iassa ­
chusetts or Connecticut, while Thomas lo­
cated in Pennsyh·ania near the lake shore . 
where many of hi s descendants nnw reside. 
Timothy aftenrards m oYed to Three Rivers 
in Canada, 1vhere he laid the fonndatirm of 
that prosperous city. He became \Yealthy 
ancl an ow ner nf a larg e tract of land near 
that place .. \bout the year 1818 he became 

f1nancia]Jy ill\••hccl a,; -cn1ri t1· in a mercan 
tile a<h·e nt11n: • •J • •Ill' I h11 \fc;ultc)n, his SOil · 

in-1:1\r. I ! i~ tine l"'Lllc 11 : h <; \\·ept :1\\·ay an<' 
he heca!lle lJ:!l lkrup t. lie did nnt :-;un·i,·e hi ' 
mi;;f, 1rtune. hut 11 1 :1 r·c,,· lll<>llths he passe<: 
a \1-:Iy . and hi ,; 11 itl' "'"I ll fn]lrll\·ed hilll. If<. 
\Yas the iather "t l.' l _~llt chilclren. three :'!Ill­
and ti,·e <iau _L:- I I tn~ . TllLT \\l're named T"hn 
James and _lu:-'ti:111: .\ la.rc ia. l),,JJie. f , ucia 
Celmira and Thed:t. _lu,;tia11 \files , the 
father ni _1. \\ ·. \Jiles. \\·as married twice. 
hi~ tir~t \Yiic he-in.~ \!1'..; Tabitha I Ia skin..; _ 
c ,f Lannan. ( Jill• • ~ i ll' h••rc him three chi! · 
rlrell, cllle ~ fi ll :t llcl ll". • • ch u!._:·htcr~. fames); __ 
Fllen and \l:1n . JJj, 'L"L"<• llcl ll·ilc·,,·a:-; \li s' 
1 !arriet !~icc. :1 n:ttill' .,f ( ;reCll. \'erlllnllt . 
,,·llr 1 \\":1:-' :\ g-r:tll< lc l:t llgi Jtv r ',f ( ·, >!lll!lndnrt· 
\\.ilipplc. <> flill· l\riii--.1 : 11:t 1 '. ~he h•rc hill! 
,.;i:-.: chilrlre11. f,,tlr ,_;, >11:-' :I nc.] t11·n cl:t!lg·hter..; . 
Ju ..; ti:lll \\ . illi :trcl h:i11g thL" clde..;t. ( )rsnn 
til': ~t'C<.>Ild ""II. 11:1, i11 till.· .\u:-'tr:tlian mint> 
ir()m 1:--;_;.) until 1;--:j.! . lie 11<1\\. Ji,·es i1 ' 
Cedar l"~>unt:·. l<l\\-:1 J liram .\hner. the 
third ~~~n. tl\\"11..; a fine f:tr~nnear \Iiles . Tn\\"a 
The younge..;t. F"rre,;t \1.. e11listed in tl w 
Tl\·entY-fourth f, >\\":1 in fa ntrY in the fall nr 
181)2 an<l sen·ecl cluriug· the- 1rar. Forres1 
participated in all the battles his regiment 
\Yas engaged in. taking acti,·e part in the 
battles of Morgar/.a Bend. Ball's Bluff, Port 
Gibson, Champi()n Hills. capture of Jackson . 
:--Jissi ss ippi, and seige and capture of Vicks ­
burg. He also aCC!>Illpanied his regiment 
<~nd participated in all the battles o f the Reci 
I~iYer campaign under (;en. Banks. At the 
l>attle of Cedar Creek. in the Shenandoah 
\alley, he 1ras :;e,·erely \\r>u!Hied in the rigln 
fr>Pt. and for a time \\·:1 :-; i11 the hand s of the 
enemy. IJllt 1ra;; recaptured the same day. 
He nuw resi des rlll the o ld homestead a : 
:\Jiles. The eldest daughter, .Se11ia. \\"as mar 
ried to A J Scofield at Cannan. Ohio, whr 
was enlisted in the T11·cnty-fnurth I owa in ­
Lul try ;J·' i 11·: : . ..; k,'lcd 1n i 1;t: battle of Cham­
pion Fill s. She ' '!ten,-; rds married Tc1 hn 
Deming, and now lives near Rhodes. r'o wa. 

Jnstian Miles was hnrn at Randolph, Ver­
mont, 1793. and in cnmpa11Y with hi s broth­
ers J ohn and Jam es emig-rated to Ohio, in 
1R2o. Justian settled in Cannan, \Vayne 
County, James in Guilford, nledina County. 
John soon after m oYed to Yankee Spriugs . 
Michigan, and in 1852 James nHn-ed to Jack-
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son County, Iowa, and was soon followed 
by J ustian. At that time the land was mostly 
owned by the government, and the Miles 
brothers had the honor of patenting the land 
where the beautiful little tO\vn of Miles now 
stands and whence it uerives its name. 
Among the daughters of Timothy Miles 
were some very fine singers, especially Mar­
tina, whose daughter \Yas the mother of that 
distinguished man, ex-Gov. Russell A. Al­
ger, of Michigan. General Nelson A. Miles, 
of the regular army, the noted Indian fighter, 
is a descendant of Abner Miles of Revolu­
tionary fame. As a race, they are noted for 
their force of character, their unselfish ad­
herance to what they believe to be right, and 
their strong regard for everything that is 
American. 

The Miles family was among the first to 
rally around the flag in defense of the union 
during the late Civil war, and among the 
most loyal supporters of Lincoln's adminis­
tration. Coming from \Vhig stock, they are 
naturally republicans, and are very radical. 
J. W. Miles was elected a member of the 
Seventeenth General Assembly from Jack­
son County, Iowa, overcoming a large demo­
cratic majority and he served his constitu­
ency in a very acceptable manner. He was 
made a member of the ag-ricultural cong-ress 
by Governor Sherman, and represented his 
state in this body for five consecutive ses­
sions. He was honored with the chairman­
ship of the Iowa delegation. Mr. Miles was 
married February 4th, 1856, to Miss Sarah 
Jane Beckett, daughter of John and Salome 
Harsh Heckett. Mrs. Miles was a na­
tive of the same town and her husband was 
born March 4th, 1837. To them were horn 
three children, viz., Hattie Itell; Pearl died, 
age two years; and Benjamin Forrest. The 
daughter is an accomplished woman ·and re­
sided for several years in Boston and New 
Bedford. The two sons are engaged in 
banking business at Manchester, Iowa. 

When Mr. Miles began living here in 
Iowa he had but little money, and his suc­
cess is largely due to his industry and appli­
cation to the various business enterprises, 
among which is farming, which he closely 
followed up till 1870. In that year, the C., 
M. & St. P. R. R. was built, when he, with 
eleVen others, went on a bond for $15,000 

to be paid when the road was completed to 
the town of Preston. This was the first 
town west of Miles, and the contract was 
carried out by both parties. After the sta­
tion was located at Miles, he took charge of 
it, and engaged in Cleating in live stock and 
in the grain business. He was agent here 
for seven years, and in the grain and produce 
business for thirteen years, doing an exten­
sive and lucrative business. During this 
time he still carried on his farm interests. 
\1r. Miles is noted for his conversational 
~JOWers, which, combined with his frank dis­
JY''Sition, make him prominent and active in 
social gatherings. He has for several vears 
taken great interest in Free Masonrv, and 
has taken all the degrees, both ancient and 
modern, except the .33d degree. He was 
founder and president of the Exchang~ Bank 
at Miles for twenty years, but in 1897, at 
t!Je death of his wife, he disp.osed of most of 
his interests at and around Miles and moved 
to Manchester, Iowa, where he now resides, 
and is president of the First National Bank 
of that city. 

MERRY, CAPTAIN JoHN F ., of Dubuque. 
Probably no man in Iowa has done as much 
by his own personal effort to colonize and 
populate the south and west as has Captain 
John F. Merry, assistant general passenger 
agent of the Illinois Central Railroad Com­
pany, for many years a resident of Manches­
ter, now of Dubuque. He was born in 
Peninsula, Summit County, Ohio, March 24, 
1844. His ancestors were natives of New 
York, who emigrated to Ohio in an early 
day. The father at the time of his death was 
a prosperous farmer in Oneida township, 
Delaware County, Iowa. He led an upright 
and honorable life and his death was a per­
sonal bereavement to the community in 
which he lived. The mother's maiden name 
was Pamelia Trowbridge. She was a woman 
of rare ability, but thoroughly domestic in 
her nature and habits. 

John F. Merry came to Iowa with his par­
ents in a covered wagon from Geauga 
County, Ohio, in 1856, settling in Delaware 
County. The father had little else than the 
contents of the covered wagon and the team 
hitched to it at the time he landed in Iowa, 
but he secured a farm eight miles north of 
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Mother: Harriet RICE (AFN: RH15-W8) 
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Marriage: 4 Feb 1856 
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