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Standard Form For Members of the LeQlSlature 

Name of Representative + 4 ..:JI..J!Iu.:..u Senator ___ _ 

1:5,.(2,1 .• ,,. / / 'c';)' ,{/, I -i .. t=./, ,:,/ 
t/ (/ t1' I 

1. Birthday and place Z.t.fZ~ /.-~Jl · 41.uo/ &e_,' "'tit t1A;, 
I /.- '~. ~JT ;; i;:;l. I t( ;C, 

2 . HarriaQe (s ) date place 
; .I 

~~:;--~ /(} ~ ~-YII~ /~._S LJ 
('137- 19to) I 

3 . SiQnificant events for example: 

A. Busi~ess 1Ju.aJHk ¥::tiw ~ ...... --A-~~/1.- c#-..-r ·J /t, ' 
~/J:mh{l rd .£;/ &.!l( :f/t 

B. Civic responsibilities4.,,.JC,/ 1.!-rl 'Y 
=~~.d#-~p~~~--~---------------

4. Church melllbership 1fzct.t ,~ ./,,:-.l ;:, .;,;._..L 
5. Sessions served I rf11 ~ 1 ~I CZ ,-' /.1 / /&12 

(I 
6. 

A. / I ,;t; /[-.,. ~./ ~ ,f/( ,,{ ;:r;; 1/, 

... 

B. State __________________________________ ___ 

8. 

9. Names 
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10 . Education 

- -- ----·----- ·---------- - -· ---- -- -

--- ......,.-----------------------
11 . Degrees _ _ ______ _ _ 

---------------------------------
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~~rciRyotJNG·HfN . 
/ J/;1///; , ./~~!" (.-.. .. 

'('• r.tt:CAr.n .. 

-

PA'YBTTB • . ~OW~; MAY 19; J~O 
-"'- -·· .. ----··· .... -· .... -_....,. . .,__..._.__,. .. _- -·A- .. _ ....... - - s .... ~ _7 

DEATH OF WILLIAM TAVt.OR REV. BRUNSON PREA ... ........... 
Ooourred Tut.•~•r After Eatttnd" 

· ed '""'''· ,.... - . 
. On Tu~!!do.y morn to~. Mny' 17, oc· 

~urrcu tho death ot Wm. Taylor, af· 
tcr n.n cxtenucd illness'. The funeral 
will be held ·at the' house this nrtcr· 
no011 'nt 2:3o·o'clock. Those desiring 
to view the remains should do so be· 
for 2:00 o'c1oclt. 

.Willi(lm . Taylor was an ~al'ly sc~· 
tier in this county, anu' 'was -a ra.rmer 
much or h\~ lite. · He was boi'O nour 
Cincinnati, Ohio, August ~2. lS:·H. 

---..·---Largo Cona••aatloft Llete. 
Excellent 8ePmon. ------......···---. Suntluy . . morning tho Me 

chut·ch wo.11 filled wlt.h people 
ou~ o~ hearing Rev. Drun~on 
whul will prob~bly be bts la 
mon. The S¢rvicc wa.!S one co' 
orativc ·or the 90th annt'veN 
his bir.th, lind the .presenc• 
brgc number of his old frlen<.. 
hau .hcard him- preach as m: 
firty yeurs a.go, ·auded to the \1 
or the Ot:CO.Sioo : Tho scr.mo.n. I 

' 
mOV('U to 'La Grnp~c county, In<l:, looked for. l\ clly which ba.th· f· 
whe.re he ·.marrfed · Miss .Harriet. t:ion~, whoso ·builder ·and mn 
Wa.lkcr, a native of l~ l khurt county, G(o.d"-o~cupied nbout· forty m, 
June 10, 18!H. In 1857 th~y moved nnd wus of a ,hl){h ortlcr nod I 

to FO.yette county, l <? wu, nrriving o.n· ed . n\ose nttent\on. A brief 
Sept. 2Dth. He purchMed wild sis follows: 
1 -u · Jl 1 · . hi · · <l . t,· Rev. Drunson .b·cgrin wl t 
,an . . 'n. u.r an . town s. p, .60 :se .• t!tutcmcnt, "cn.rcful obscrvati• 
tk>d upon \t·, grudu_nJiy buy.tng .' nddl: .. dlKCIOstnhc fnct·• thnt . tho chi 
t.ionnl lnnd lilt he ut oite time owned jl'ct and desire Qf mnn Is tir ol 
GOO acres. lie was county supcrvl· re~tinJ! pl~ce; or home,, . ~lu 
sor two terms nnd sc'·~ral times m~y b~u~sured t!1at no conttof.! 

. ' . ? . . wil l artsc that wtll l>lnst bls lH 
township trustee .. In. HUL . he .wns the perman.cncy of. the pro' 
elected reprcsentut 1\' C ·In the ~tnto math~ fot· tho support n·nu prot 
ll'a.tlslllturo on· the Repuulicao tiel< ct. of hltn!,elf · uiHl those dependct. 
and served on the ngriculturnl corri· on him." Pro~fs having been 

. · . . · . · thu ~;pcukcr ·.asserted thnt lht 
mttlcc and others. For many years human plans hnvc failed to 'gi,\ 
he was a .rncmbe~ of t.hc. boat;.d. of assurance, bu.t ''we nro ndmon 
truste.cs or Upper Iowa University,. ns ·was Abrahar.n, thnt ~~ reruJ.! 
.and -at the tim!)• of hfs death was been prcpa.rc(l by, Gl)i:l ... . wher(' 
chatrman ·of the executive commit~ may be assured that n<>5,.orm' 

ast<:r shall .dist.urb our r~posc. ' ' 
· tee. ·. . ·· , Scripture tcn.ches thut· ample . tailor- Mr. Taylor: was considered a man \'ions ha\'1.! been made for falle1 

.. of sound ·sense, ·muc.li business abilt~ In t b\5 city of , rcf.ugc.· A city i 
·ty and unquestioned inttogrity~ ' !' ~ built in .a <lay,· and ~bile t~c C1 

· ·· ·mi~ht have accon;tphshcd . tho 
.uon·;o.r" m~p, :tn. opposi\.iop_,~ to · . .vur· 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

L 

THt: 

liiSTC)RY 
•·r 

FA~{ETT'E COUNTY. 
I 0 vV .A, 

A Biographic al Directory of its Citizens, War• Rt:lcor·d of its Vol· 

. unteer·s in the late Rebellion, General and Local Statistics, 

Portraits of E8rly Settlers and Prominent Men, His-

tory o r the Northwest, History of Iowa, Map 

of Fayette County, Con,;titution of' th ~ 

United States, Miscellaneous 

Matters, &e . 

ILLUSTR A'l.'ED 

t; Hlt'.<\HIJ. 

Wt;:-;TEH;-{ HI:'TOHJI ' AJ. COMPANY. 
-'l ' u · t:<;~Ol{-< Tll 11 . 1·. li ETT .<c <:f> 

lll7Sl 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

600 

TAYLOR, ".]1., Iarmer aud stock 
raiser, Sec. 4; P. 0. Fayette; Lorn in 
Brown Co .. Ohio, Aug. 22, IR3:!. Mar· 
ried Harriet Walker, who was b<mt ;\lay 
1, 1837, in Elkhart Co .. Ind., on the 
lOth of June. 1856, in La Grange Co., 
Ind. Cam•· tQ this county Sept. :!!J. 
U:!5 7. A Republican. Mr. T. has held 
the office of County Supervisor. Mr. 
Taylor's farm , at th.., time of h i~ s~tt ling
on it, was a wild and unbroken tract Q{' 

land, a fact which the stranger, in going 
over the handsomely improved premises 
or tQ-day, would hardly imagine j it is 
known a.s the Fairview farm. As au 
evidence that Mr. T. and his intelligent 
wife arc not only interc1>kd in affairs 
which are local in their nature, but na
tional as well, it may be stated that they 
are to be numbered among those who 
vi8ited the Centennial Anniversary at 
Philadelphia; going by way of Wash- ' 

ingt .. u, they :'tup}•ed at ~i~ra Falle.vn 
their return ; they reeount many intter
e~ting reminisences of the ttrip. wbich 
IJL"t'UJ•ied :J.bOUt tWO WeekS f~>ll' it:-; coruw\e
tion. .l\lr. T. aud wife are members of 
thP ~I. E. Church. Have ·had three 
,·hildr~u-lda, born June 7, U357; Libfuy, 
horn Dct. i, 181:i:! ; Qna, bnll'n N•>Y. :26, 
1868. 

Thc.ma,;. W. A., far. , Sec. 1 ti; P. 0. May
nard. 

Tompkins, \Ym. H ., tar. , Ser. 16 ; P. 0. 
Maynard. 

Todhunt~r, .John, Sees. 8, 34, R7. 

W HITE, W. W., speculatror, Sec. :30; 
P. 0. )Ja.ynard. 

Wilbur, l'. H .. far., S. :1 ; P. ()), )layn.:ud. 
Wib.m, Geo., far., S. iH; P. 0 . Mayn;ard. 
Wirkwire, E., far., Sec. 6; P. tO. Fayette. 
Wirkwire. F., fitr., Sec. t3; P. !(). Faye!tte. 
\\'irk wire , B ., far., Sec. t3 ; P. tO. Fayette. 
Witte. Fred., far., S. 19; P. 0. Maynard. 
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tho ugh he is in h i~ sc r enty·third year. i\lr. Sco
bey':> lwir anrl be:~nl arc llarc!ly tinged with g-r:1y, 
un<l he tllc t • c fu r~: appenrs HttH:IJ younger th~u1 he is. 
He has mad e n. bithful11nd eftlcient pnulic vfticcr, 
and his private life has been a!Jove reproach. In 
his manner he is genial and cord ial, and en joys an 
extended acquaintance among the best people of 
lowa, who esteem h im highly for the possessio n of 
t hose qualities that ciJarncterize the true Christian 
gentleman ancl n p right man. 

-·~tB>l--

ilil SAA(.; CLAXTON. AtUong the prosperous 
111 retired farmers of Fayette County, must be 
ill classed !he su uject of this sl;et.ch, now a resi
den t of Fayette. who in the fall uf 1863 settled in 
Center T ownship, whence, alter a residence of 
nearly a quarter of 11 century on a farm, he rem oven 
t.o hill prP.scnt ho me. 

Mr. Cl:lxton is a n11tive of Oswego County. N . 
Y .. :1nd Ut e clatt. or his birth is Septemher 17, 1825. 
His p:nents. lsa~c ancl Sar:th Clnxton, we re natives 
(Jr Irel:'\nd, hut emigrated to America in early life 
ami be<"lllllC ~ett l c r:; •.• r o~wego Coun ty. wh ~ rc 

they continued to rnakl! their home unti l calleu 
to thei r final re::;t. Oli r ~u!Jject wns reared to man 
hood a1nid its ".- il rl scenes and helped to improve 
two heavily t.imucred f:~rms in the Empire 8tntc. 
His Cllucntionat ad vnn tages were limited to at tend
ance during the winlers o f his uoyho.od :'It the log 
schoolh ot;se which was between two nncl three 
miles clist.ant from his home. The faruily wns in 
poor circurnstatlCCS ancl he had to work harcl , giv
ing his ear nings for thei r support. By industry 
nn<l ecunomy he saved up a small amount of money 
and engngell in farmi ng on his o wn nccount. On 
the 1st of November, 1852, in lhe coun ty of IJis 
nativity, lte w:\s united in marriage to Miss l\I ar
garet .T. Holme-s, who was born in Chatcuir.okc, 
Rensselcar County, N. Y., J une 2, 1830, and is n 
d:\ughte r of William ancl Rachel Holmes, who were 
nati ves of Kilrain, Irela nd. They emig rated to 
Atn cr·ica :1hont 1824, or ncar the t.imc or t.he c?m
plction of the Erie Canal. t.he opening o f which wns 
wituessecl by )Jrs. Cl:\xton's mvther in I H25. 

Th rE?e cltiltlren, t1vo scms nnd n claugbter, ltnve been 
l10nr of the union of ~lr. :1ncl l\Irs. Claxton. The 
l'ld<·sl , ls:\a<: C., born in Oswego County, N . Y., 
rnnrri ed ]\Ji~s Ell:\ llt!ck u<:r· and resides in Fayette. 
.James A., also a native of Oswego County, married 
l\liss Emma Elp!Jic anct is a farmer of Center town
ship. Lizzie F., the _voungcst, was IJorn in Oswego 
Co unty, N . Y., ancl resictes with _her parents. The 
fnrni ly circle yet n ·mains unbroken and tire sons 
are now honoraule business men and leading citiz
l'ns of tl1e commuu ity in which they r.n:llce tlwir 
homes. 

In the autumn of l8G3, l\fr. Clnxton severed his 
busi ne&s C<•nuections in the Enst and with his wif<'. 
two boys ~ncl rlnughter started for Iowa. On the 
l:lth of November of that year he arrived in Fayette 
County, and during tlle quarter of a century which 
has since Ct11lle nnd gone !JaS IJeen inclentificri with 
its best in terests. Ht bought an improved fnrm , 
on which he made made his hom e until Apt·il, 1887, 
when he removr.cl witb his f~rni l ,v to Fnyctte, where 
he has si nce resided. He still re tains the owner
shi t> or his fa rm, whi ch comprises three hundred 
nr11l eight :1cres of vnluable l!tucl. well improved. 
lle also 11wn~ one ltuntl rccl :rnd six ty acres of pas
tll rc land i11 lh t.: :;nr11e lOW11sh ip. In pol itics, 1\lr. 
Claxton i:> a Dcmvcrat. 

~
ON. WI LLI AM TAYLOR, nn early set tler 

I 
and leading farmer of tbe county, now 
residing in Fayette, is a native o f the 

[2) Buckeye State. H e was born near C incin
nati, Ohio. on the 22nd of A ugust, 1831. and is a 
son of J:HOP,S and Eliza (Gilcrist) Taylor. [lis 
faLher , a native of i\Iary!anrl, was bo rn of English 
parentngc and his mother's f~tmily was of ::lcoteh 
descent. When our subject ''"as four years olct he 
removed with his parents to L:1 Grange County, 
Inrl .. where he was reared on a farm , alternating 
his time between t.be labors of tile farm in the sum
mer montbs nntl at.t<!ndnnce :1t the district schools 
of the neighborhoorl during the win ter seuson . 
Hn ving attni nerl to mature years he was lllltrriecl in 
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that county on lll( lOth of .lune, I S54, to i\Iiss 
Hnrl'iet:Walkcr. a native of Elkhart County, Ind., 
bom l\lay I, 1S37, and a rlaughtcr of Thomas ancl 
Elizabeth Walker. who were natives of England. 

In the fall of 1857, i.\Ir. T aylor emigrated with 
bis fam ily to Iowa, arriving in F'ayettc Coun ty on 
the 2!Hh of September, of th:~t ye:~r. The work of 
progress and advancement lwei ti.Jen been cal't'ierl 
forward to but a limited extent, ancl the cou.r1ty 
was almost in its primitive condition. He effected 
a settlement in Harlan Township, where he pm
chasecl a tract of wild land, whi ch he hns improved 
to a degree that makes il one of the most valuable 
farms in Nortllenstern Iowa. IJe has also added to 
his original purrhnse until bis l:~nclecl possessions 
now aggregate six hunclrerl acres, constituting what 
is lo10wn ns tbe Fairview Fan11. Upon t hat f:ll'ln 
the children were all born with ti.Je exception of 
the eldest daughter, Ida l\Iay, who was born in Ln 
GrMge County, lnct., June 7, 1857, and is now Lhe 
wife of .1. S. Briggs, a resident of Grnnile Fnlls. 
!\'I inn.; Lihbie, who was bol'll in Harlan Township. 
on the 7th of December, 18G2, is now ?~Irs. L. '1'. 
Graves. nn<l resides in Los Angeles. Cnl.; Orrn W. , 
the only son, wns born i\overnher 26, 18G8. bcc·:unc 
a sturlent in tbe Upper ! own. lJ niversilj' anrl 1\'as 
graduated from thnt institution in Lhe rl:-~ss of 1890. 
Var:\ Blanche. the youngest, died in .J:~nuary, J88G, 
during her infancy. 

In politics, Mr. Taylor i; a faithful Rep ublican, 
feeling n. deep interest in the success nnd welfare 
of his party. He has servccl two terms ns County 
Supervisor anrl was se vern! times Lru~tee of his 
township. In 1882 I.Je was t>lccl.ed and served ns a 
member of the committee on :-~gricullurc nnd other 
com rnitLees, where he clirl faithful ~cn·ice. As nn 
olticinl, his course h!ls been such as to win him the 
commcndntion nnrl respect of all ,,·ith whom he has 
been brought in contact. The cause of education 
ftnds in him a spcci::\1 friend. Be has been idcntiliccl 
with Lhe management of tlte Upper IOI\'11. Un iversity 
mnny years, having served twelve yenrs as a mem
ber of the Board of Trustees of that insLiLutiou. 
lie and his wife are members of the l\lethoclist 
EpiscOp!ll Chmcb, also their ci.Jildren. Mr. Taylor 
cont.in uecl to reside on his f:lrm unti l he removed 
with his family to Fnyettc, wb cre he is now livi ng 

= ====·-=- ·- . - .. : . .. -.... ~ ~-.:=-=:=-· 

n retired life. He is n member of the Knights 'Of 
Pytbins Lodge of th:-~t place. An e,·ent o f interest 
in the lives of(l\Jr. ani~ l\Jt·s. Taylor nnrl:one which 
cannot be repented \\'flS their ntter.dance at the 
Centennial at Philndelpltin and tbcir visit on their 
return to Wnshington , :r\iagam Falls and othoer 
points o( interc~t. Tn all his rcbtions with tne 
world i\fr. Tnylor has shown himself a mnn <Of 
practical sound sense, of good bnsi ness nhil ity n~:1cl 

unqu estioned integrity. 

I ~~ HARLES C. HILL.III A~. the wlc photo•.g
(f[j rapher of Oelwein, estnblishecl business in 
"WJ} that city in 1885. He was bom in G r a.11 t 
County, Ind., in the to wn of Jonesborough, 011 ~be 

30th of Janu:-~ry, 1858 ancl Js a son of Phineas R. 
and Ann (Benbow ) Hi llman . His father w11s bcrrn 
in Ohio . .March 7, 1830, and rlicd February D4. 

1877. Ilis'mother was born in Kent.ucky, Aug11.1st 
16, 18H.i, nne! in the fnll of l SS5. ~otue eight ye:nr~ 
nfWI' the death nf l\lr. llil lmnn , lort:\lnc the wife of 
Henry Gerkin, and r~side:; in Ornn Townsbip. ;).Jr. 

Hillman's family em igmterl to I own in l 8G J. a.nrl 
settled in Jefferson Township, Fayette Cou t'J t.y, 
where the fntber engaged in farming uuti l .his 
death . 

The sub ject o f tb is sketch wns reared on n f:wrm 
and reC'cived n eommou-sd10ol erlue:ntion. He "'·as 
mnrt'ie<l in Buchanan County, Iowa, Ko\·embet- 1, 
1871, 10 i\Iiss Mnry .Ill. Hoss, a dnuglttcr of .ra~mes 

H. and Emily (Rarcll'n) Hoss. She was horn in 
Ornn Township, Fayette County, where her pnremts 
were pioneer settlers, they having there located in 
April, 18.55. They arc bvth li ,• ing :\llrl nrc tt·ow 
resirlents of Oelwein. lie is n member of 't.lte 
UnpList Church, while bi~ wife is ~onnected N'ith 
Lhe Methodist Episcopal Church. 

l\Ir. Hillman continued fnrming until 1884, sinwc 
which time he has been engnged in his present 
business. H C! has hncl the only photographic galltl:!ry 
in Oelwein for the past four ,rears and has bu il tt up 
n very satisfactory business, his workmanship cern
mending him to the patronnge of nil. Socially., he 
is a member o f the J\lasonic fraternity :tllll 't.ltc 
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Township History 

Harlan township was organized in 1859. Until then 
it was a part of the precinct comprising the present 
townships of Westfield, Center, Banks, Fremont, 
Harlan, Smithfield, Scott, Jefferson, and Oran. Voting 
place was Lima. 

First actual settlers were the Shy, Mills, and 
Myers families who located on Section 11. Two of them 

sold their claims to H. Barnes, Sr., who raised a crop of 
wheat in 1853. T. J. Dewey purchased another of the 
claims and settled near Mr. Barnes. But Henry 
Maynard is credited with making the first land entry. 
He came from Illinois in 1851 and entered the 
southwest quarter of Section 14, but returned to Illinois 
and did not establish a home until 1861. 

First election in the township took place in the 
home of Dewey. Officers elected were as follows: 

287 
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trustees, Dewey, William Taylor, and W. B. 
Aylesworth; justice of the peace, A. B. Kingsberry, and 
C. M. Shanklin; assessor, Brown Stewart. At the time 
of organization there were about 60 persons, of whom 
17 were voters. 

First white child born in Harlan township was to 
Mr. and Mrs. W. P. Shy in 1852 in a cabin now owned 
by Herb Malven. 

First school record is of a meeting in March, 1861, 
called by William Taylor, president of the school 
board. First teacher was Helen Norton. The school was 
in a log house built in 1851 and commenced in 1860. 
Salaries for teachers were eleven dollars per month 
without board. First schoolhouse was erected in the fall 
of 1861, built of logs, and by the bridge where John 
Garnier's house stands now. First teacher was Amanda 
Stevenson. First frame schoolhouse was erected in 
1862. 

Rural Schools 

Wautenpaugh school in Section 12 - bought and 
used as residence; was destroyed later by flre. 

#2 -McMaster or Ashb~ugh school in Section 9 
- sold for $250. 

#3 - Wolfgram school in-Section 6- was an in
dependent school until West Central was formed; 
building was moved to the Brownell farm for a chicken 
house. 

#4 - Ponsar school in Section 17, sold for $225 to 
a local farmer. 

#5 - Delong school in Section 21, sold for $195 to 
be used for storage. 

#6 - Benson school in Section 13, moved to 
Maynard, now residence of Mrs. Evelyn Arthur. 

#7 - Hall school in Section 35, sold to farmer for 
$285. 

#8 - Kruse school in Section 27, sold to farmer for 
$270, for storage. 

#9 - Myer school in Section 29, moved to 
Maynard. 

Early Churches 

The year 1877 was called the "church-building 
year" iri this area. Centenary Church in Smit hfield, 
Grub Church and Fairview Church in Center, and the 
Presbyterian Church in Maynard were all built then. 

The Presbyterian Church was the first built in 
Maynard, and was formed by Baptists, Presbyterians, 
and French Huguenots. Mr. Maynard was a Baptist lay 
preacher. 

Mr. Rich, another of the flrst residents, was a 
devout man and a lay preacher in the Campbellite 
Church, which eventually became the Christian 
Church. 
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Location of rural schools in 1916. 

Many Harlan township residents traveled to Grub, 
Fairview and Centenary churches for worship. 

When Germans came to settle land, (in the 1870's 
and 1880's) the flrst thing they did was to build a 
school and church. They applied to t he Lutheran 
Church for a mission, and were served by pastors from 
St. John's at Buck Creek. One early pastm lived in the 
house where services were held, and "preached ser
mons from the doorway between the kitchen and 
livingroom." 

Also active in the 1890's was a spiritualist group, 
who held seances in a building east of what is now 
Harrison's Barbershop. 

Principal Businesses 

Oldest business firm in town is the Maynard 
Savings Bank, established in 1873. Practically every 
important businessman or farmer has a:t one time or 
another been a director of the bank. It was established 
at first as a private bank by Emery Frost, and then 
passed on to the Miehe and Buenneke families. 

Largest business is the hardware store. It was es
tablished soon after 1885 by Mr. Frost. Later in 1912 
Henry Buenneke, Sr. purchased the b uilding and 
operated the business until his death in 1939, at which 
time his son, Henry, Jr., took over. Since 1960 the 
owner has been James Hamilton, who with his wife, 
Elaine, and three regular employees operates an ex
cellent store. 

Parson's Variety Store has been operated by 
"Buster" and Juanita Parsons since 1953. His father, 
A. W. Parsons, purchased the business in 1922. There 
were other drugstores in Maynard, in various places, 
but eventually ali'were consolidated into one. First 
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citizen of Burlington, locating there in 1867 and for many years he was 
the editor an·d publisher of the daily and weekly Burlington Gazette, 
one of the leading journals of his party in the state. 

Through the stre!J.gth of h is individuality and his abi}ity he was 
largely instrumental in shaping the doctrines of his party and the 
.POlicies of his state, as well as being a tower of strength to his home 
city. Ever loyal to his friends and the interests of his community, 
Born. a·mid the environments of the sturdy New Englander s in the 
state of New Hampshire in 1826, he developed that strength of man
hood; that love for liberty; that noble Christian character that fitted 
liim for the calling he followed with such ability during the greater 
part of his years of ·maturity. Early in life he ent-ered the ranks or 
Journalism and continued in this profession until he reached the end 
of his earthly pilgrimage at the ripe old age of seventy-eight. , 

A man of positive ~nvictions and with high iclea:Js of right he left 
his imprint on the community i which he resided. Though active in 
the ranks of his party he seldom ever sought political honors and his 
election to the legislature was purely a compliment to his long con· 
tinued service and as such he accepted his seat in the Twenty-fifth General 
Assembly. He discharged his duties as a lawmaker with credit to 
himself and honor to the state. In the death of Chu. I. Barker one of 
the sturdy pioneers that did so well their part in moulding into form 
the development of our state, passed away, thus decreasing the ranks 
that grow thinner with each recurring year. 

HON . WILLIAM TAYLOR. 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee appointed to d!raft resolutions of 
respect to the memory of Honorable William Taylor, respectfully submit 
the following: 

WHEREAs, Honorable William Taylor, an. honored! member of the 
Nineteenth General Assembly of Iowa, from Fayette· county died at his 
home there on May 17, 1904; and 

WHEI'..t:AS, The life and character of the deceased were such as to 
entitle him to the respect and esteem of an who k.mew him, his attain· 
ments and success so conspicuous as to be an incemtive to all men to 
be upright, pure and true, and his services to the State and county or 
such a character as to command the confidence amd gratitude of nts 
fellow citizens; therefore, be it 

Resolved, That in his death his family are bereft. of a kind and lOV· 
ing husband and father; his friends, an honorable, upright Christian 
gentleman, and the State an influential citizen. Tlhat our hearts are 
touched with sadness because of his death and we< extend our syompa-
1hy to his family in their bereavement. Be it further 

f •. 
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Resolvect, That these resoiuti< ns be entere.:i on the Journal of the· 
House, and that the chief clerlr ' be ln.structed ·to send a. copy of same 
to the family of deceased. 

J. D. SBAFFEa, 
WILLIAM S. HABT, 
A. JACOBSON, 

REMARKS BY MR. SHAFFER. 

On the morning of May 17, 1904, the inhabitants of Fayette, Iowa, 
were saddened by the news that one of its most respected and honored 
dtizens, William Taylor, had gone to his reward. Many realize the 
irreparable loss to the community, the school and the church. 

(/ 
William Taylor was born near Cinncinnati, Ohio, Aug. 22, 183L 

Eliza Gllcrist Taylor, his ·mother, was of ScotCh descent; his father, 
James Taylor, a native of Maryland, was of En'glish ancestry. When 
William was a la'd of four years of age, the family moved f rom Ohio 
to Indiana, where he grew to manhood. 

On June 10, 1854, b e was married to Miss Harriet Walker, who has 
been a very devoted and helpful wife. 

In 1857, Mr. and Mrs. Taylor with one child came to Fayette county, 
a nd settled on a farm in Harlan township, which ta'rm he developed 
u ntil It became one of the model farms of that section. 

ln 1890, In order to enjoy the advantages of a college town, they 
moved to Fayette, the site of the Upper Iowa University, where be 
r esided until his death. When his sun was but little past Its meridian 
the call came and; 

"LIIte one who wraps the drapery of h is couch 
About him, and lies down to pleasant dreams," 

be passed away. 

Though William Taylor led an active and strenuous life, yet he was 
never too busy to take an active interest In public affairs; he was 
Identified with every enterprise for the benefit of his fellow citizens, 
and was especially interested In the welfare of the agricultural 
classes. Many were the positions of public t rust and confidence which 
be ably filled. He served several times as township trustee, and as 
county supervisor. In 1882, he was elected to the State Legislature, 
where he distinguished himself for his good common sense and sound 
judgment. 

Though he had but meagre advantages for an education, he fully 
appreciated its benefits and was a firm advocate of higher education. 

For thirty-nine years he was au honored member of the Board of Tru.s
tees of Upper Iowa University; to this institution be cheerfully devoted 
both time and money. 
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You searched for William Taylor in Iowa 

1870 United States Federal Census 

:\arne: William Taylor 

Birth Year: abt 1830 

,\gc in 1870: 40 

Birthplace: Ohio 

Home in 1870: Harlan, Fayette, Iowa 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Value of real View image 

estate: 

Post Office: Fayette 

Hom;chold Name 

Members: William Taylor 

Harriett Taylor 

Ida Taylor 

Lizzy Taylor 

Ora Taylor 
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ContaCt Us: l·SOO·ANCESTRY 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

::\arne: WmTaylor 

Birth Year: abt 1832 

Birth Place: Ohio 

Gender: Male 

Race: White 

:llarital Status: Married 

Census Date: t88s 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: Fayette 

Locality: Harlan 

Roll: IAt88s_ t8s 

Line: 18 

Family Number: 207 

01cighbors: View others on page 

Household ;-\am<' 

:1-lcmbcrs: 

Source lnformalion: 

WmTaylor 

Harriet Taylor 

Ida MTaylor 

OraWTaylor 

Vera B Taylor 

\JK't>-~t~ ... ..,m./otra Stalt:Ce.~rt'US Colledion. 1t13b 1925ld tAIJ )t' on·hnfJ. f'ro"u. ~ r LS \ 

Age 

53 

46 

27 

16 

0 

:\n("(" ... tl'). · 1rn Opl"ration-. Inc. 200-. Origmal ,t,tta· \h:rofitrn o( IO\\a Statf" Qon"'ll)~'· 18.1\6. t88:;. 
1895. tQOS- 1915. 192.i a:-. \\t·ll 'ario11:-. .. )wnal t\"llM'"'"~ from t836·t897 obta1nt'rl from thto Start' 
lli.-..tori tl 5«-il't~ of lo''" 'ia Hrritagt> Qu~L 

Description: 
Thi:> dJlilbo:t ... t~ ("'nl<-!in:- Iowa .!-t<Ht C"\'IISII'-t.'~ for thC'" folln"'n& \~'.11.,: t8,11j6. tH8,:'\. 1895. 190.:;. 191f). 
anrl19:.!5. ll al$0 include~ '-Om~ hi."R.d c.>f hou,c-huld C't'O)tl .. c':\ .1nd othtr 'l'l't'itd n.•nsust·~ from 
18JO-tR97- Information a'ailablt> for·'" indhldu,\1 \\ill \'diY .tet'OHiing to th,• ('('n$1h \('.If <tnct th~ 
infMmation rt.'Qtll\Stt'd on tht• <:tln ... u.~> (o••n. Somr n(thr infotm~tlion c.·ontollllt"tf ln thb ctarahol'r 
though indudt>s: namt>. a,ge. gt>ndN. r.tre. bi1thphwt'. nl<lritnl 'tc\tll\. ~wet plott'1' of c·nunwratirm. 
L.eammor<.· ... 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertis"'9 

PRIVACY POUCY Terms and Condltioos 

.Page 1 or 1 

Ancestry.com 

http:/ /search. ancestry .com/cgi-bin/sse.dll ?indiv= 1 &db=IAstatecen%2c&rank=0&=%2c%... 12/24/2009 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

1 ';IUU umtea :states teaeraJ census- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for William Taylor in Iowa 

Coruct Us: 1-800·1\NCESTRY 

1900 United States Federal Census 

~arne: William Taylor 

Home in 1900: Fayette, Fayette, Iowa 

Age: 68 

Birth Date: Aug 1831 

Birthplace: Ohio 

Race: White 

Ethnicity: American 

Gcndt?r: Male 

Relationship to Head 

Head of House: 

father's Maryland 

Birthplace: 

Mother's Virginia 

Birthplace: 

Spouse's name: Harriet 

Marriage Year: 1857 

:\larital Status: Married 

Year~ :llan·icd: 43 

Residence : Fayette Town, Fayette, Iowa 

Occupation: View on Image 

Xcighbors: View others on page 

Household Naml' 

Members: Y..'illiam Taylor 

Harriet Taylor 

Ellen Taylor 

Age 

68 

63 

63 
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TAYLOR, Harriet 
Born: 

Died: 

Cemetery: 

1837 

9 MAR 1910 

GRANDVIEW 

Location: FAYETIE 

County: FAYETIE CO. -IOWA 

Record Notes: LOT 221 
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