
Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Standard Form For Members of the Legislature 

1. Birthday and place 

2. Marriage (s) date place 

J/lA..£-"'")-j (Ct / ~1: ""/ 
/ 

3. events for example: 

A. Business ____________________________________________________ _ 

B. Civic responsibilities ______________________________________ _ 

c. Professio W""J-urf 1./ , -~~~~~-/~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

/1-u.n-br · ,<:-rt::lj-~?f..-,J ~-·~·1;.•/• "'II',. "Vfol£f:41-Jt"'r-' 

6. Public Offices 
/) / ' 

A. Local . n._•-r;: .• • .. -b.~.,;.~ ...... ~, ~ , - .. d ur,/ .v .--:."""' :r·, 
·• f' .. ..• •. ~ l ~ l.r~·f ~1< .c' . /: ;{,_. . / , 

B. State __________________________________________________ ___ 

C. National ____________________________________________________ _ 

7. Death /?. ,l;f.I· I g? ~ 

8. Children //la.-t·4/1;, ' .-:(q4, ,.,/, j:', .t 
... ¥ \ » ) 
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lO.Education 

11 . . Degrees ________________________________ __ 
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Applicability 

Source Non Applicable Applicable Information obtained 
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.. r~:: . . . . :. ' ~l ' : ~ . \' . ' : .· . ; · . . '. : _: ' .· ' - . . ' -~ .,tmlog . . Ue gave a _ flOOd \allc, 
: ··~ ·· ... :.: · ... , : . . . . . . . ·. . ' : . ttnr rortb tile tbou~tht tba\ ebrlt 

i I :b(' . .: '·. ' . · . . ' '· .. ·, · · · He "uded wtUa an ap~l for aay 
• · · ,i.J .• :;· ·· .. · .. . · . . ' • '• 1: ·· . · : . , The · DeAtl Bum mona Came ow feel eo hnpresaed to. for ware 

. ~L: ,.· : .· . nl 1.,i....,;....:~ • . ;., " . ' 'hn .~A • .. o~'· t' e ' ·_ lola\becborohir,hty bad 110, 
, :t<,; · .. , . . · y,_.,...,4'_, • HEYER~. • J • ' '-'-'• ' · • . . ~~ . -, ., .. . ; , .. • . , . . . . IIObdore; At .tbe-eloee-orthe ·n 
:ii~ .: · ·. · ·· · · . . Cto8e o · Long aftcf HGn.Mable m~roj wen' ror.,ar<l \0 'aptak t< 

:.~1 ;:~ . MASO~, CI'-\Y, ,; "'.:-".· _. ~ .. ... , ~pw A.._ '~ .. · · , • . Elder a~d renew aequalnt!lnct 
~ ·•·· ·. ··· Ne\ ftDt ct•~l · · 6Mh t ·· · .lJIJQ, 
;~(: .. JttA~?1{0 te~l ~~h· . . ETS. . . Mnal1111 ·. n~lt.· · !';;~.., ail4 . :::.:: _. ·.The Woman's Hel\ef CorJl 11 ~'" 
' ,,,, . ___,rrec a\ e.ur, ... uract., . ' ..... _ . i.l . . . . 
:f ' . Oats •• -:- ;. ·--·----'~~---~-~:-~ · . ... tte ~-~~~· ~t~a~. eurtUtth~lolsheft · thefollowlna:om.ema fO'l 'the q . 

~ i 1-:::'. Coru •.••. -----~ ~'i.i .. --~---- · H@l6 ettlzen, 0. ·'r•rnr, died fl'hla _ mom~ year atdbetl' oieeUa~ lae' :;..-, 
r}' . Uay,tam"'-----·::- -<··-·-- .eo.oo lng. llew _sgtTenthe bel!, , ef, ~ure- ennlntr: MYI. l..u.rena KMrl, ) 
i·li' IIay, wild _______ .• ---·---- 1-i.OO ln• a·nd m•·'lc .. l aid b ·' .... d ·d • --.. ,... E ..... -' i- '\·.< . llogs.~-- -~-_, ::-,._· . .:. ..•... n '7~.1~ .. '.'u • ' u ..... , trr• . en ... -n. -•'! . ",. , .nee 

· . Cattlt', steers __ . ___ .., ___ ~-- U.50@t4.00 oal)y for a number of rnont~. Run- dent. · and del~ate; loin. lht"te 

1_.Uattle, butchera.:; ...;: •• ·.;,': · · •~·~·~.OQ 4r•4• or ~to,;l~ w ill OlourQ bl• ~~tilt.~. r:~"'•• IU~Ufl' , '!~!I · ll.tl•' •Jl• 
.10111!11 .............. .,........ . te aa he waalllntt _ant\,lrt .. ndly to aH. L r"mn, chapl~l•, .Mrs.. Mar, 

· . .!!lltter .••••.••• ~L.~L---~- 18@t~ Mr. P"rker was h ·ro to .. 03we.go Nuttirig,'•reaeuret; - ~ln . .Yary 
I:otatoos -----------·····- · 30 connty, New York, July .20,1829, re- s~cretary; _M.n., Llule ·W~er;.coo~(" 
~; · · · celYlng his eduot&tion in •ibat sta~. Mr11. Lizz.•e Husbinan; stiard.; antt· Locaf"·N ~ws .- ·, ' . In 1865, h. c~me \!rest, settling !\rd. at Hlehards, alternate d·~l•l"t-e: . ~ . . 

, · . . \ ~"lear Uill.,, _Rnd was elucted one ot · ·. · · . · ·· · . ;,.,: · 
=:::=:-==::=:::=:::::::::::::::::::::=:,-,===' =·== .tlH! first justtcea of the' pe_!lee in that • Y:ea &IUD. Ralu~ ........ .-G . . . k·:~ . . Jli4ge ~h~r~tn :i~ . holdl ~g ~'hurt In township. lie opeued up ana .euttl- ce•t o• Jeur :M-ftfJ} 

' 1 :· . . ;lhncock cnnnty thlll WN'k. . .· "\ ' Yl\~d a farm 'north of the lake. lit buylnA aw OT~rcont 
::,{ \ _ "all t-leoted cuunty treasurer \n 1~50, · Ensl~n's. 
· ·· . Overcoats at 80 ants oil Bu tn<i:eame to Mus0n City In the ran of · · 

~~{;+ .dollar at Ension's. that ~el\r to enter ul}on .. his duties --==~~~~===~= 
'L : · . . · ·, J.iUIIitry 1st, 1Hfl0, and fl :led thfl <1 ffiCe 

·l·~ ; ~ . The Cuol(l'eg·\tlonal hLI.Iles _will giT~ : ~cet>ptilLly two rears. · + 
f • · 'ao ~}'Btcr IIUPPt:'r O,'l'l Frl,tay . l~fl!llDI at. < ,JD the ,pring of 1sri1, he Wll . mar-

1 t::., .. -·~. the church. rled In this clt::r. l() ll1es Mary A. 
... !.~ ·. • '. -., ;:~~·?;:. lla•e the baby'• ·plctore"·taken atl ()oon, the ffllthful cnmpanlon or 
.t;_.~_;,, ·. tbu ·portable g"Uery • . J. .E.~ RIOn, Uf'arly 37 year,., wh() with the fin sons 

pbot~rapher. .;....... .an:1 ~aughter11, today, mourn an ever 
"~/· kind. Jo~ng hu1t>and arrd fat.her. 
} · · Dttyllome .... of your · Chrtstmll . pre._ h 1862 be bflcarne Lbo editor and 
\:'·'.: -ent3 or the C<>ngr.egatlonal la:ile son proprleior of 1 be Cerro G:mlo HKnr:r. §+;. P

1
-dday evo~log, . , . . .· .. . . . LIC.lN, aposltlon he fill~d until 1867; 

'::'(;>:· .. ~D~n't tall to see Hliwlllos' holldlly through tboee critical yeara mol!t 
;;;•,:t~ l : ' et•,c ~larger In quantlt::r, And ·J>rlcet urne&tly sue\ainjng the goTernmeot 

~:~r~~ ·: : ·l~~~dflao ":"r IJf'tore. . . ~~a~~ ~~::td =~r~u~~~e~fu~~:n~b~:rou~hr~ 
·>'"!F. : .. .... . ::Mr, J. A.J• tliLilUUII or tutl Coo mer- a~upport of our soldier boys~ In 
ft.~<:_: ·;:,;chlSa vlnga bank, b~· bee !'lin Dubuq'le 186.1 be WI\ II tol~ctt>d clerk or the" courts 
~?::· :<· ~< -\bls week on a' busiJt.ou ttip, or Cerro .Gordo county. In tlu' fall of 
'·c.' · · ...... ·,': ·.- -"-----"-~-- 1870 be was elect('d u member &-f· the 

'. ·' ... · Ensign wlll give 20 :per cent ofi board of snpetvlsors. A.t the .Aaine 
the marked price on ... all Overcoats, time lf~was a counCilmi\0 or MI\IIOD 

%>'· . . · comm~ncin~ Dee. 16. City, awl a member o! the school 

·::t;: : · 'fhe llaz 'ltr gi tt~n at the Congrtga- bo~:diBUl he was elec~d as shtc sena
!f.,::·:. -~ · , tlonRl church on Friday artt>rnoon and 
.),it:.'<'. -.0veult:~ will be very line. · Remember ~r..QJ. thls·disttlct; 111 that, as in all 
'~y?·. .. ~0 attend. _, other p')llltions or public trust, m!lk-
·"'lf.< ~~: ..... _ In~ a record of honor to his manhood 

.The lloy (~ Hfilttlttd t.lid not . arrive and credit to .his .. constitut>ncy. or~ 
! o glve ·a concert on Tuesday evening liberal mean& and p1ibllo l!plrit, be has' 

, .. · : as-was advertl!oted. It bad disbanded done much t,o Improve bts town·. and 
~:. · · . on the preyton11 R_.tnrtiay: count::r.', · b~lidin·g _., the flue flouring 

lt.t< ·. . Dr. E ,~I ~ic ~,.en 0811 been eh•ciect mllh o~ tbe ea&.t side of the city, and 
L·'· ·. · uinrln'.Mien~ or th\ O•!'l:trtJl\tlO'l~l. ~ni&Ja; b~l~d~ug the li 1e o"era _tlouse 

nmV~;-:\ • church M io:day11chool. · Tlll!Ht a PQ. ~· t;. 'b\oTrtk. f ·- " " :.l Ill b b ld t n.30,s . 
\ ·~··· ·. . ...... h . · · . ·: , • , . 1111 unt>ra w e e a ... . uc-
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~.¥.'~:.; :.·~:.:_,,··.··:_. · •ook up hiJ •e:ittle \olureste. fte fg aj ~-:~~~ ~~rgerln ·: quautity, . liDd' prl~B 
I·~ ... . -. wala.r..a•' \n .. ,... ~' ""--'- t . - - • · 
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;-:,.~:: j SerYill Dishes 
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~Stransky. steel Ware, :_ 
[Fine por-.lrln lined . ut~"""ls of al 

, klai!s, ll'•aranteed for .5 years .] 
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HISTORY OF CERRO GORDO COUNTY. ~ ,1, 
----------------------------------------------------------~---------------

resented by E. A. Ho~land, Senator, and 
M. A. Leahy, Representative, both of 
Franklin county. 

The sixteenth General Assembly con
vened at Des Moines in January, 1876. 

Hon. Lemuel Dwelle, of Northwood, 
Worth county, had been elected to suc
ceed E. A. Howland, as State Senator, and 
Lorenzo D. Lane took the place of M.A. 
Leahy as Representative. 

The seventeenth General Assembly con
vened at Des Moines in January, 1878. 

At this time Lemuel Dwelle was still Sen
ator, representing the district of which 
Cerro Gordo county formed a part. John 
H. King, a lawyer, residing in Hampton, 
served this representative distri c t in the 
House. 

The eighteenth General Assembly con
ve_ned at [)~s Moines in Janu~~y, 1880. 

The Sta.te Senator from this district at 
that time was Hon. F. M. Goodykoontz, 
of Maso n City. John H. King, of Hamp
ton, had been re-elected Representative. 

The nineteenth General Assembly con
vened in January, 1882, at Des Moines. 
F. Yr. Goodykoontz had resigned the office 
of Senator, and H . G. Parker, of Mason 
City, had been elected to fill the vacancy, 
and took his seat at this session. R. S. 
B e ~so n, of Hampton, served the seventy

eighth Ji~tri et, of which Cerro Gordo co un
ty form ed· a part in the House . 

In 1883 Cerrv Gordo county comprised 
a representative district, and was associ
ated with Franklin, Winnebago and H an
cock co unties as a senatorial district. 

Senator H . G. Parker, of Mason City, 
has been so long identified with th e bes t 
interests of Cerro Gordo county, that his 

name is inseparable from all her enter-

~rises and projects for ·future well-being. 
All his career, since he cast his lot in Iowa, 
has been signally marked by his disinter
ested efforts for her general and local pros
perity. Mr. Parker is a reformer in the 
best sense of the term; he judges meas
ures by long observation of their influence 
on society, and endorses no genNal prin
ciple which promises no permanent ben
efit to the institutions in which he is most 
intimately interested, as .a man and citizen. 
P ersonal aggrandizement id his special 
aversion; human merit has no claim on his 
attention, .unless yl,!li.racterized by self
abnegation. , Mr. Pal~er 'was born in Os
wego Co., N.Y., July .20, ·1 829 . His father, 
Patten Parker, was~~l'n Sept. 3, 1793, in 
Argyle, Washingto~ Co., N . Y., and died 
Feb. 25, 1846. His. .mother, Sally (Burr) 
Parker, was born April l, 1793, in Granby, 
Ha;·tford Co., Oon,n. ·. She died Jan. 23, 

1873. Their marriage took place in Litch
field, Herkimer Co, N. Y:., Oct. 20, 1816. 

They had three daughters and one son. 
The senior Parker spent his life in the 
pursuit of agricu}ture. · H. G. Parker was 
carefully reared on his father's farm and 
receivedasubstantial education. In June, 
1855, he turned his face westward, and 
settled upon Cerro Gordo county as a fi'O!Id 
likely to afford scope to hi s energies and 
:tbilities. This section was then the Uto
pia of the pioneer; the broad stretol1 of 
prair ie seemed a special boon to the early 
settler, who came here with little beside 
hope and manly strength as the basis of a 
successful future. In the fall of 1855 1\'lr. 
Parker located at Clear Lake. His con· 

nection with the politics of the county t 
commenced with his advent, he being 
elected one of the first justices of Clear _ · 
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HISTORY OF CERRO GORDO COUNTY. 715 

Lake township. During his residence at 
. Clear Lake, he opened and cu1tivated a 
farm on the north shore of the lake. · T n 
1859 he was elected .county treasurer and 
recorder, and removed to Mason City to 
enter upon the duties of his office, Jan. I, 

1860. He served two years, and, Jan. 1, 

1862, associated with C. W . Tobin, a com
positor in the office, purchased the Cerro 
Gordo Republican, a paper established in 
1861 In the autumn ensuing, Mr. Tobin 
enlisted in the Union Army, and Mr. Par
ker was left to the mechanical as well as 
editorial management of the R epublican. 
The patriotism of printers is a well re
membered fact among publishers, and the 
dearth of typos sometimes interfered with 
the regularity of the issue <;>.f the R epublican 
butit was a welcome visitor in the ra.nks 
of Iowa volunteers, who eagerly sought 
for news from home. At the beginning 
of, J 863, Silan N ayes, of Clear Lake, an 
experienced printer . and newspaper man, 

. became apat;tner in the pu~lication of the 
paper, but he retired at the end of the same 
year, and Mr. Pai:ker operated alone up to 
the snmmer of 1867. His connection with 
the paper covered the most eventfl1l pe
riod of the Nation's history, beginning 
with the outbreak of the rebellion , and 
terminating with the restoration of ,the 
National authority. In 1867 he sol d the 
paper to Silan N ayes and S. A. Sirrine. 
In 1862 Mr. Parker was appointed deputy 
clerk of the district courts and clerk of the 
board of supervisors. In 186 3, after the 
dPath of H. B. Gray, clerk of the court, 
he was elected to fill the vacancy, and h eld 
the post until January, 1865, declining re
election ou account of hi s editorial oLli
gations. In the fall of 1870 he was elected 

one of three supervisors, _ who were to con
stitute the board in-te::..d of one official 
from each civil township. Mr. Parker 
drew the short term and acted one year. 
At the same time he was councilman of 
Mason City, and a member of the school 
board of the independent school district. 
His labors in the latter capacity have their 
reward in the elegant school building · 
whose erection is due to the efforts of Mr. 
Parker and his co-adjutors . In 1870 he 
built the flouring mill on Willow creek, 
known as the Parker Mills, at a cost of 
$12,000. He r e-appeared in public life 
in 1881, when he wa3 elected to fill a va
cancy in the State Senate, where his of
ficial record is one of honor to his man
hood and credit to his constituency. He 
was married in 1861 to Mary A., daugh
ter of Luke Coon of Wisconsin . M.r and 
Mrs. Parker have five children-Maud G., 
Laura L., H. Earl, Carl A . and Mary M. 
Mr. Parker has built his fortune from a 
small foundation. He ranks fairly with 
the capitalists of the north west, and owes 
his prosperity to judicious management. 
In company with A. T . Parker, he is en
gaged in adding substantially to the 
be auty and permanent growth of Mason 
City, by the erection of an opera house,.an 
investment of about $25,000. 

COUNTY JUDCTE . 

When Cerro Gordo county was organ
ized, in 1855, and for several years there
after, the office of county judge was the 
most important in the gift of the people, 
The judge originally performed all the 
duties now attended t o by the ~oard of 
supervi sor!', and much that now devolves 
upon til e auditor and circuit clerk. 
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Ht):BA$)E G. P.Unti<:u, a Jlj ·· .· _. ideritifle6 wl~t! th.e 
C!li'r9 Gord~ cp~ty, die(! j!on Pity, December 
wall b:o~ iii Qsjegii co-qn y, ew York; July 20, 1829. 
west and settled at Clein Lake; where he was elected one of 
tice!i . of j;JJ.e pe_a!)e . . . In, 1859. he ;reljlOVed to ¥.ason. City to 
dutl~s of <rountytteii.s'ilter. _ In JW~·i6J, II;J<iludiiig the 
the w~r, li,e wU..s ~tt~r !!:!ld proprietor: o~ '1'he Cerro Garda 
sezyed a_s ·Sta;te_ ~~ator in the 19th General Assembly . 

. , . ~. 

MBs .. :ELI!lABE'fl.l STAJ;'FOI!D, for over sixty·three y-ears a 
_buque, died jn that city F ebruary 26, 1898, She 
1&33, al!.ll the Sa:Ine Yi:!lir her parents settled in the 
',I)Ub)l<!U~' , 'flj:~re her I:J10th_er kept th¢ tirst ou;!iJ.c·l UIJ!r·IlOU 

"Farmers' !fpme;;• · Mrs. Stiliford's husband was ·also an · 
l839 he rail the Jhst ferry jj.j:l~¢sil th~ ri:V.er. ftom the Iowa 
year was .. (i:ID:pioy\')il on -Gen, Jones' horse·boat. Mrs. 
known 1pid highly respecte_d. i · 

,. . · .. -

Oii:A;BJ:,Ei Bii.:Dwil!", aresidEi~t ofYan Buren C()U:t)ty for 
<me of the eati~ ll.P-d well know:n p!oneers of Keosauqua_, 
l!l91i: MJ!.·,J3aldV\'iri. was,:bor]l 'iii .Ohio, July 18, 18JS. . In 
V~ Buren c!)unb•; Iowa. -He 'served as clerk of th~ <iaurt 
Oiieti~e h¢ 'eiJg~_gedirlthe PJ14c;Jti.Ce , of la,-jv ill partp~r~hi p 
er·in~law, t)le ~ late J\l~ge qeorge G. Wright, and .later with 
Trhnble. · DJirii}g Pre~~ dent Clil.vel)ind's tirst adniini~~ration 
postmaster 'a~ Keosauqua. · 

. ~ : . . ' · '' . 
, .. · 

Mus. S.tniA~i\- · BooN_Jil; a piorie.et of. I,>allas _ 
January 2~; 1898; ~t'the age of 87 .~ :. S)le. was · 
1847 she removed with her husband, a cousin 

·county. It' ~a,s' for him that the town of ·_ was 
log hut; where they endured the hardships Of pioneer 
the practice of strict econmuy they acquired ·a fine farm 
which she h·a,d 'the entire Uianagenient after her ' husband's 
years ago. _ 

MBs. MAJ; G~N •. BENJ. S.Ro:a:EB~fi died at her home at Fort . 
New York, ori the 25th of March, 1898. She caine with her 
State in 1835, at which· time he WIJ.S 2d Lient; in th~ 1st 
commanded by .Col. Henry Do(lge. Lieutenalit Roberts 
and was in ciVil life nntil1846, when he entered the ariP' 
of Mounted Rifles. He distinguished himself in th!l ..... , .... u,a," 
in the War of the Rebellion, rising to the rank of 
teers. 

D~. WAB~EN C. Ho:Bils was born in Kentucky, July 4, 
New ··London,--I(),wa, March 3, 1898,: aged . 84 years. He 
pioneers of Des Moin\)S county, )laving, with his young 
as ·early as 1839. In 1846 be removed to :New L,ondon, 
tl:ie time since ·he has made his home. His old.est son, 
Hobbs, whose death occtrued in 1884, was widely known 
Iowa as an able-lawyer and orator. 
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