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JOHN E. ANDERSON, DEAN OF WINNEBAGO COUNTY NEWSPAPER™
a5 MEN, PASSES AWAY AFTER THIRTY-FIVE YEARS AS AN EDITOR

Flre broke out |
o'clock In the exm
office and damuged
ly. The flre seem:
chlmney, or it may

After a'short {llness, J. E. Ander-
away at-a hospltal in_ Mason City,
Monday “morning, November 28th, it
4 o'clock. Hls Jllness, which was
kidney trouble, was of about two
during most of
which time he was confined to his
bed at his home in the mouth part of
town, being taken to the hospital only
a few days before he passed away.
His lllness was of such nature that
nothing more - than making his last
days comfortable, was possible, and

old friends yied wit otiier in the
attention be: ¥ He b been liv-
Ing alone since his wife dmd, and the

Masonic and Oddfellow organlzations
cxemplitied the fellowship tenets of

those great orders in  the ecare be-
stowell upon a brother,
censed was born  in  Sweden

March™24, 1846, and came to Amerien
when six years of ago. In 1860, when
14 years old he came to Winnebago
county, and was among the first set-

-

son, editor of the Independent, passed '

tlers of the county., He later at-
tended the Towa sthte wuniversity,
graduated with a -B. ‘A. degree In
1876, and the law department. He was
admitted to the bar and practiced law
for somd}'earn and very naturally
dvitted Into politles, He was state
legizlature from the district-of Worth,
Winnebago, Hancock and Wright
counties, lﬁ,the 21at general assembly,
having been elected as a republican.
After affiliating with the republican
party for many years, during which
time he wag prominent as a speaker,
he became a democrat. It was as a
democrat that he reeeived the nomin-
ation as lleutenant-governor of lowa.
He established the Independen't in
1887,,and has been Its editor and pub-
r for the most of the thirty-four
of its existence.!
e has four: children, Rudolph,
William' P, and Horace Anderson and
a daughter, Mrs. Edwin Foster., His
wife dled In April, 1920, Mrs. Foster
who ‘lives at ®fankato, Minn., was un-
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able- to come on account of péor
health, , ‘Mr:= Foster, Rudolph and
William, were here to arttend
the funeral which was held toldny.
Mrs. Anitar Anderson and son are in
Callfornia and could not come; Ru-
dolph and Willlam were with him
when he dfed.

Mr. Anderson was a member of.the A
Masonle Order, the Oddfellows, the Wedding A
Woodmen, the Yeoman and the

Miss Lottle Lunc
in marriage to B,
ber 29, 1911, and °
thls oceasion thirt

United Workmen. In the two former
orders he had recelved most of the
higher degrees, and was well Inform-
ed of thelr modes and usageg The
|funeral services are being held todey, | friends pleasantly
lare umder the auspices of the Masonle their home Monday
order, conducted by Rev. Wiggins of | 5Tam as follqws s
Garner, and held from the M. . :'j"”d: Mrs. Plikin

church”at 2 p. m., Interment “belng, M@ Miss Pearl
made In Oakwood cemetery. solo, an Instrumer
Thus passes one of the early set- | Lundstrum, a read
tlers of the county and northern: # (uet by Hellin
Towa, and n man who was perhaps®strum, an Instrum
best known of all those who came |Lundstrum and M
here in an early day. duget by Mlssés Ru
. Anderson, ‘instri

An Open Letter,

‘I'o" the Council and Citizens of Forest

Clty:) : .
“On tho evening of November 17,
Rev, J. I Anderson, Rev J. D. Wol-
cott, P. Lovene, Professor Neveln and
President Helgen appesved before the
L‘il.\'x counell, asking that the theater
hea closed on Sundays. After all had
becn given a chance to speak, the
manager of the theater, whom some
one had asked to be present, arose

Jand In a long rambling talk, tried to

defend himself. 1 shall not now take
up his points of defense; but It was
perfectly clenr to every one that he
knew he violated the ln\n( and -in-
tended to do so.

The Ordinance No, 49, page 172,
Sectlon 20, reads: “If any one holding
n llcense under the provision.of the’

Does not every pidrt

it your duty to stop it. If the law is
wrong, work to. repeal It ‘but obey it
as long as It s 0 law, DBut who
dares to say, that the law™ls wrong?
of our govern-
mant recagnlze this law? Our’ postal
department must be of as much jm-
portance for the country as. the
motion pletures, bHut the wmail | Is
no!. du.;llvered on Sundays. *

Do not our courts net upon the
same prineiple? It {s not the province
of the law to control all kinds of
business? Or |s the movie businesd a
lnw to Itaelt? If It Is above or out-
side of the law._then It has' no pro-
tection from the law; I have good
authority for the statement, that the
Motion Picture interests have during
the last.yoar made the moat wicked
propagandoa agalnst what thoy choose

to call the “Blue Isiws" s0 as ta break-

Misacs Esther and
officers of the law are In league with "and a reading by ?
lawhreakers.” 1 |Thls was followe
There I8 yet more to say about the : freshments. Mr, an
motion pletures as a whole—not . sim-  presented with an
ply Sunday shows. You, who.attend ! self Invited puests
the theaters, know, If the pictures aro | respectlve homes i
clean, pure, Instructive, unlifting or Ing Mr. and Mrs,
the oppoalte. Do they picture law-'returns of the. dax
lessners and crime, suzgest J,m]nu'il,\'l Mr, und Mrs. Cor
and ridicule what should be honpred porthwest of tow:
and respected? Ar the fountain so ringe until the m
just the stréam be.  Are the actors, have been residin;
who figure on the screen of good,
moral character? How js- {t? - The
last week's Litorary Digest has a very lOWA
Informing article qn this point. We
speak of 100 per cent Americanism. E
Ag an Amerlean eltizen, 1 appeal to
you that the law be enforced and that ' . . e
the highest lmit of the fine be fm- oot Summit:
posed for every thme the law -has heon; It haa lmef‘
violated. And ns God {n hix nravidna- seked 1yd0:, wm.

IOWA FRIEN)
Ti

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



HISTO

| oF Lj_
KOSSUTH, HANCOCK- ¥~

I COUNTIES, IOW A,

+

TOGETHER WITH SKETCHES OF THEIR CITIES, VILLAGES AND TOWNSHIPS, EDUCATIONAL,
CIVIL, MILITARY AND POLITICAL HISTORY; PORTRAITS OF PROM-
INENT PERSONS, AND BIOGRAPHIES OF
f REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS.

HISTORY OF IOWA,

EMBRACING ACCOUNTS OF THE PRE-HISTORIC RACES, AND A BRIEF REVIEW L
OF ITS CIVIL AND MILITARY HISTORY. :

ILLUSTRATED.

SPRINGFIELD, ILL.
UNION PUBLISHING COMPANY.
1884.

, = =

- Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.




|

804

HISTORY OF WINNEBAGO COUNTY.

Mr. Nelson has been iden-
tified with the county for many years,

when a child.

|__and has seen its many chan ges.

William H. Fisher, attorney at law, of
Forest City, was born in W, Va., July 24,
1850. When a small boy his parents emi-
grated to Kane Co., Ill.,, where they
remained a short time, removing to Fay-
ette Co., Jowa, where he grew to manhood.
He located in Winnebago county in June,
1869. In 1877 he entered the office of
Ransom & Olmstead, and was admitted
to the bar, in May, 1878, since which time
he has followed his profession in Forest
City. He was married in 1870 to Martha
J. Howard, who died in 1876. In 1879
he was again married to Florence A.
Steward, a native of Maine. 'This union
was blessed with three children—Ray
mond K., Robert S. and Bessie. Mr.
Fisher is a Master Mason, and a member
of the I. 0. O. F. lodge. He is a young
man who has lived in the county fora
number of years, and by close attention to
prastice has gained a position of which he
can well be proud.

J. F. Thompson, banker, was born in
Ilancock county, Sept. 3, 1848, He is the
son of Matthew and Martha (Spaulding)
Thompson, his father a native of Ireland,
and his mother of Vermont. They were
married in Ohio, and were the parents of
nine children, seven sons and two daugh-
ters.  In October, 1857, Mr. Thompson
located in Clayton Co., Iowa. The sub-
ject of this sketeh was reared as a farm
boy, receiving his early education in the
common schools. In July, 1863, he en-
tered the service, enlisting in the 4th
lowa Battery, serving until the close of
the war. In 1865 he was wounded in the

leg at Thibodeaux City, La. At the close of
the war he returned to Clayton county,
and attended school an McGregor. In
the fall of 1873 he entered the Iowa State
University, graduating in the law depart-
1875. In the fall of the same
year he was appeinted deputy register of
the State land offiee, which position he
held about two years. On May 1, 1877,
he established the Winnebago County
Bauk, and Jau. 1, 1880, sold a half inter-
est to James H. Easton, and continued un-
der the firm name of Easton & Thomp-
In the fall of 1883 his brother, J.
Thompson, purchased the interest of M.
Easton and the firm is now Thompson
Bros., the bank having been re-organized
with a paid up capital of $25,000. M.
Thompson was married Deec. 22, 1875, to
Julia Clark, a daughter of Judge Clark,
the founder of Forest City. She was
born in this city Sept. 19, 1857. Four
children bless this union, three of whom
are living—J. Clark, Clyde C. and Merle
M. Mr. Thompson is, in polities, a staunch
republican, and is now the mayor of For-
est City, bhaving been elected by a large
majority on the temperance ticket. He
is also a member of the Masonic frater-
nity, being passed to a Knight Templar.
Hon. J. E. Anderson is a native of Swe-
den, born in 1846. In 1852 his parents
emigrated to America, and after remain-

ment in

s00.

ing three years in the city of New York,

removed to Whiteside Co., Ill., and settled
farm. In 1855 they removed to
In 1860, they settled on a
farm in Winnebago county, where Mr.
Anderson has since resided. He received
a common school education, where he re-
sided up to 1866, when he entered the Up-

on a
Lyons, Towa.
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per Towa University, where he spent
three years. He then entered the State

University, where he took a full course

of scientific and classical studies, and
graduated with the class of 1872, and in
1876 graduated in the law department of
the same institution. Mr. Anderson is
honorably distinguished as the author of
a work on “calculations,” and in having
from 1872 to 1875 visited some 300 col-
leges situated in nearly every State in the
Union, and delivering lectures on the sub-
ject before thove institutions. In the fall
of 1881, Mr. Anderson was elected to the
State Assembly from the 77th legirlative
district, composed of the counties of
Worth, Winnebago, Hancock and Wright,
receiving a majority of 3,000 votes, being
the largeat majority by which any mem-
ber of the House was elected. This may
be accepted by our readers asan evidence
of his personal popularity, or of the in-
telligence of his constituency, or both, or
neither, according to their individual po-
litical bias. Mr. Anderson is nearly six
feet in height, of fine figure and presence,
wears a full beard, and is in a word if not
the best looking—at least among the few
best looking men in the House.  Every
work of true reform has had him among
its unflinching advocates. He speaks
with great ease and energy, and his argu-
ments are always to the point and uni-
formly enlist marked attention. He is
chairman of the Library committee and
member of those on Judiciary, Schools,
Claims, Compensation of Public Ofticers,
State University, Constitutional Amend-
ments, and Senatorial and Representative
Districts. He was married in 1875 to
Martha A., daughter of Nelson and Anna

Johnson, by whom he has had three chil-
dren, two of which are living—Randolph
M. and Horace E. Mr. and Mrs. Ander-
son are members of the M. E. Church of
Forest City, at which place he now re-
sides, engaged in the practice of law, to-
gether with loaning of money and sale of
lands. “True and upright in all his du-
ties, he has a name truly honorable, and a
character worthy of emulation.” A local
writer thus speaks of him in reference to
his labors in the General Assembly:
«“Hon. J. E. Anderson, although he made
no attempts at oratory, made for himself
a very excellent record. He was a thorough
worker, and, during the entire session,
did not, I believe, miss a single roll call.
He was always to be found in his seat,
and gave the strictest and closest atten-
tion to business. As many committee
meetings as he could find time to attend,
he attended, and shirked no duty imposed
upon him. His genial and social disposi-
tion gained for him hosts of friends, and
to illustrate this I will only mention one
instance of which I took particular notice.
I think it was the day immediately pre-
ceding the last of the session, when the
regular order of business wasbeing strict-
ly followed, and the House, forsome cause
or other was in an exceedingly bad hu-
mor, and had refused several members to
take up measures out of their order; it
was on this day, and while this feeling
was upon the House that Mr. Anderson
asked leave to take up out of its orderthe
bill for funding county indebtedness, and
his request was granted without a dissent-
ing voice, and this, alone, speaks better of
his standing among tbe members than if
I devoted a whole column to him. The

(A &
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HISTORY OF WINNEBAGO COUNTY.

district be represented has no cause to re-
gret having elected him, for I assure you

their interests were in safe and good
hands.”

George A. Franklin, of the firm of Lat-
timore & Co., attorneys and real estate
agents, Forest City, was born in Rockford,
111, April 2, 1855. He is a graduate of
the State Normal, of Illinois, in the class
of 1877. In 1878 and 1879 he was em-
ployed as principal in the Butler schools,
Montgomery Co., Ill. In the spring of
1881 he came to Winnebago county, where
be engaged in stock growing. In the
spring of 1883, he purchased an interest in
kis present business. They make the col-
lections of slow and doubtful claims, and
the foreclosures of mortgages a specialty.

W. A. Chapman, a prominent attorney
of Lake Mills, was born in Kalamazoo
Co., Mich., in November, 1842, his par-
ents being Willard and Polly (Weller)
Chapman. His father was a native of
Massachusetts ; his mother of Vermont.
While W. A. was quite young his parents
removed to Canada, where he was reared
on a farm. His widowed mother is now
living in Brooklin, province of Ontario.
Mr. Chapman left home when he attained
his majority and for a number of years
¢ngaged in teaching. He spent one year
in  Buffalo, N. Y., also about two
years in and about Chicago, teaching
school, and in 1878 came to Iowa locating
at Lake Mills. Fortwo or three years he
was engaged in teaching school and in
studying law, and in 1876 was admitted
to the bar by Judge George W. Ruddick.
Since that time Mr. Chapman has applied
himself wholly to the practice of his
profession and has built up a lucralive

practice. He held the office of county
superintendent of schools for four years,
and proved a very efficient officer. He
was married, in 1875, to Mary E.Clark, a
native of Canada, who has borne him two
children—Mina L. and Clara M.

E. F. Thompson came to Lake Mills
from Minneapolis, in 1876. He had been
in practice in the latter city for some time,
in partnership with a law firm, and had
met with very good success. )

In 1869 J. E. Howard came with his
parents to Forest City. Early in 1876 he
commenced the study of law and was ad-
mitted to the bar in 1878, by Judge C. T.
Granger, at a term of the cirenit court.
Mr. Howard was born in Fayette Co.,
Iowa, Aug. 31, 1855, his parents being
Samuel and Jane (Alcorn) Howard, na-
tives of Pennsylvania. He is not in ac-

tual practice at present, but is engaged in -

land and collection business. Mr. How-
ard is one of the Tising young men of
Forest City.

J. T. Lattimore came to Forest City in
the spring of 1877 and opened a law office.
Mr. Lattimore is a native of Pennsylvania.
He studied law in Mason City with Judge
Wilbur, and on being admitted to the bar
he came to Forest City. He is now con-
nected with the Forest City Bank, and his
time is chiefly occupied in attending to
land sales and collections.

The law and real estate firm of Picker-
ing, Hartley & Harwood, of Northwood,
established a branch business at Lake
Mills, in 1879, and W. C. Harwood took
charge of the business. Messrs. Pick-
ering and Hartley are the lawyers of
the firm, Mr. Harwood, attending to the
other business of the firm.
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3596 PROGRESSIVE
Dubuque on the first ballot, although he had
two strong competitors; and at the election
in November of that vear he received 64,170
majority over the fusion candidate.

In the winter of 1900, while on a business
trip in San Francisco, Mr. Merriam was
taken sick with typhoid fever and narrowly
-escaped death. He was a very sick man for
many months, though his determmatmn not
to shirk reap(}nblhlllh' ‘brought him back to
his office long before he was well. He had
no opposition for a second term, being re-
mnominated by acclamation by the republican
state convention August 1, 1900, and re-
elected by nearly 100,000 majority over the
fusion nominee.

Mr. Merriam belongs to the Knights of
Pythias and Masonic lodges and to the Grant
Club; is secretary and member of the board
of trustees of Lenox College of Hopkinton;
and is a deacon in the Presbyterian church.

He was married July 10, 1889, to Elnora
N. Hitchcock, who was born in the adjoin-
ing county of Jones, October 16, 1867. Mrs.
Merriam was educated in the publie schools

and in Monmouth College, Illinois; and was’

a teacher for a number of vears. They have
had three children, two of whom died in
infaney. The oldest, Frank Howard, born
April 23, 1890, is a bright, healthy boy.

While Mr. Merviam now holds one of the
most important of the offices of the state, sc-
cured by native ability and determination,
and that at the early age of thirty-three,
it is but reasonable to assume that he will
attain still greater prominence in state and
national affairs.

ANDERSON, Joux E., of Forest City,
is in the best sense of the word a Western
man. In his financial success, unblemished
political record and steadily expanding field
of usefulness in life’s pursuits, Forest City
and Towa may well feel a personal interest.

“There is a tide in the affairs of men
which taken at the flood leads on to fortune.”
Mr. Anderson probably did not take his poli-
tical and business cue in life from Brutus,
but it is safe to say that he possessed so keen
an intuitive sense, if not practical know-
ledge, of the ebb and flow of life’s currents
that he took themn at the flood. He is a na-

MEN OF IOWA.

tive of Sweden, where he was born March
24,1846. In 1852 he came with his parents
to America, and after spending three years
in the cities of New York and Brook]yn Te-
moved to Whiteside county, Illinois, where
they spent two vears on a farm then resided
three years in Lvons, Towa. In 1860 they

located on a farm in Winnebago county, and
it is there Mr. Anderson has grown to man-
lioud.  When he had finished the common
schools, he entered the Upper Towa Univer-
sity in 1866, and there pursued his studies
persistently for three years. This was fol-
lowed with a classical and seientifiec course
in the Iowa State University, from which
lie graduatcd with high honors in 1872. His
ambition still not satisfied, he matriculated
in the law department of the last named in-
stitution, and in 1876 we find him a graduate
in the profession of Blackstone. His wis-
dom in securing both a classical and law edu-
cation is shown in the good use to which his
knowledge in these directions has been put.
In 1881 he was elected to represent Winne-
bago, Worth, Hancock and Wright counties
in the legislature, and his professional
knowledge of the law and the schools was

given a fitting recognition by a chairman-
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ship and a membership in the following im-
portant committees: Judiciary, schools, li-
brary, claims, State University, compensa-
tion of public officers, constitutional amend-
ments and senatorial and representative dis-
tricts. He is a parliamentarian of recog-
nized ability, an able writer and a graceful
and convincing speaker. In many struggles
on the floor of the house," he was an active
participant, and his words always command-
ed the marked attention of that body. Hav-
ing been elected on the republican ticket he
continmed to affiliate with that party until
the birth of the people’s party in 1891, when
he embraced the new faith and was made
chairman of the first state convention, which
met in Des Moines in that year. He was a
delegate at large from the state of Iowa to
the populist national convention held in
Omaha in 1892, and in St. Louis in 1896,
and in Sioux Falls in 1900. He was the
populist party candidate for congress from
the Tenth district in 1892, its candidate for
lieutemant governor in 1893, its candidate
for judge of the supreme court in 1894,
chairman of the state central committee in
1895-6, and he is now a member of both state
and national committees, and is on the roll

of national campaign speakers. He was also -

the demno-populist candidate for judge of the
Twelfth judicial district in 1898. Mr. An-
derson has been a farmer, teacher, lawyer,
author, editor and lecturer. In 1872-5 he
visited nearly every state in the Union and
delivered lectures to the students in more than
three hundred colleges, on a work of which
he is the author, entitled, “Common Sense
Applied to Numbers, ete.” Every work of
true reform has had him among its most un-
flinching advocates. He was a strong, popu-
lar and useful member of the General As-
sembly of Towa, and made for himself a wor-
thy and honorable reputation. He is genial
and sociable by nature, and has many friends
who like him for his good and sterling qual-
ities.

Mr. Anderson was married on September
3, 1875, to Miss Martha A. Johnson, of
Decorah, a daughter of Nelson and Anna
Johnson and sister of Hon. M. N. Johnson
of North Dakota. They have five children:
Rudolph M., Irving B., Horace E., Mary
8. and William P. Anderson. Mr. and Mrs.
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Anderson are members of the Methodist Epis--
copal church. In secret society circles he-
is 'well known, being a member of nearly alli
the principal orders, viz.: A. F. & A. M.,
both chapter and commandery ; Odd Fellows;
A.O.U. W.; B.A. Y.; M. W. A, and the
Kaaba Temple of the Mystic Shrine. Mr
Anderson has for many years been engaged
in the law, loan, land and abstract business..
He is also the editor and proprietor of the-
Independent, a newspaper of large circula-.
tion and wide influence, which he established'
about fourteen years ago.

The demoeratie, populist, free silver repub--
lican allied parties of the state of Iowa, on
August 16, 1900, nominated him as their
candidate for the office of railroad commis--
sioner.

BOPP, Jacos W., now engaged in the real
estate and loan business in West Union, was
for a number of years widely known in Towa
as a newspaper writer, and is to this day.
He was born in Chicago, Illinois, Septem-
ber 28, 1853. His father, Michael, was a na-
tive of Darmstadt, Germany, born in 1822,
and his mother, Margaret Smith, was born.
in the same German village in 1828. His
grandfather on the paternal side was an offi-
cer under Napoleon for eight years, partici-
pated in the battles preceding the march to-
Moscow and was one of the few who survived
the terrible retreat from Moscow. Mr. and
Mrs. Bopp located on a farm in Windsor
township, Fayette county, in 1854, and are
still living there. Eleven of their fourteen
children are yet living, an honor to them-
selves and their parents and valuable mem-
bers of the community. They have contrib-
uted not a little to the development of north-
eastern Towa. Jacob worked on the farm
until he was nineteen years old, when he
went to town and fitted himself by two years™
academic study to teach school. In this pro-
fession by the earnest energy that has char-
acterized his life he won the fullest success.
After two years of teaching he entered the-
collegiate department of the State University
and two years later the Upper Towa Univer-
sity at Fayette. In 1880 he went to Mason
City, where he entered newspaper work. He-
was employed on a local paper and organized

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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Pioneers

J. E. Anderson

J. E. Anderson was born in Sweden in 1846. He
eame to America with his parents in 1852 and
after being in New York and Illinois a few years
came to lowa, settling on a farm in Winnebago
County in 1860. Mr. Anderson attended Upper
Iowa University three years, then entered the
State University of Iowa, graduating with the
class of 1872. He took the law course at the
University and was graduated in 1876. Mr, An-
derson distinguished himself as the author of a
work on calculations, traveling extensively lec-
turing on this subject. In 1881 he was elected to
represent Worth, Winnebago, Hancock and
Wright Counties in the State Assembly. He prac-
ticed law and dealt in loans and real estate.
Later he was the editor of the Forest City Inde-
pendent.

A son of |. E. Anderson, Rudolph M. Ander-
son, has distinguished himself in the field of
science. After being graduated from the Forest
City high school in 1893 Rudolph Anderson re-
ceived his Ph.B. degree from the University of
Iowa in 1903 and his Ph.D. in 1906. After serving
as assistant curator at the University Museum
he joined the staff of the American Museum of
Natural History. Between 1908 and 1913 he ex-
plored the northern regions of Canada and the
interior of Alaska travelling more than 10,000
miles by dog sled and boat. From 1913 to 1946
Anderson was in Canadian government service
as zoologist and chief of the Division of Biology
at the Natural Museum of Canada. During that
time he carried on extensive explorations in the
Canadian Arctic. He has published several works
including Birds of Iowa ’§1903), and Catalogue
of Recent Mammals (1947).

Dr. Anderson married Mae Belle Allstrand of
Sioux City in 1913 and at present Mr. and Mrs,
Anderson live in Ottawa, Ontario. Mr. Ander-
son has received many special honors in con-
nection with his work. Among them was his
election as a Knight officer of the International
Order of St. Hubert. In 1913 he was given a
recognition banquet in Forest City.

Thomas Bearse

Thomas Bearse came to Winnebago County
in the spring of 1855 with the purpose of making
it his home. Others had been in the area to hunt
and trap but it is believed Bearse was the first
to make this area his home. Bearse was living at
Rhodes Mill, Cerro Gordo County (now the
town of Fertile) before coming to what was to
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be Forest City. He built a log cabin on the east
side of Lime Creek about three-fourths of a mile
directly east of where Forest City now stands
in 1855 and lived here twelve vears before
moving to Hancock County. In 1882 he returned
to Winnebago County and became a resident of
Norway township. Mr. Bearse was a genial,
warm-hearted fellow and was well liked. He
held the office of county coroner for one term
and also other civic offices.

Tom Bearse was an excellent rough and
tumble fighter. In the 60’s he was about 40 years
old, medium in size, compact and well-built. He
was very active and had muscles of steel. In the
opening chapter of this book the story of his fight
with bears is recounted.

A. Blennerhassett

A. Blennerhassett, who operated a drug store
in Forest City for many years, was born in Ire-
land in 1830. After some time spent in Australia
he married Elizabeth Haire in Ireland and fol-
lowing two years in London they came to Ameri-
ca. In 1871 Blennerhassett came to Forest City
and opened a drug store on Clark Street in the
present location of the Forest City Summit. He
expanded his holdings and at one time owned
much of that block. Back of their property in
the area now occupied by Eymann’s Service Sta-
tion the Blennerhassetts had a beautiful garden
which was the pride of the city and the scene
of many gala parties. Mrs. Blennerhassett taught
a private school in her home for a time and also
started a Sunday school which functioned for
several years.

Blennerhassett was a prankster with fellow
Irishman Mahoney and the two of them kept
the town in interested suspense waiting for what
they would do next. It has been reported that
the Blennerhassett store dealt in liquor as many
drug stores of the day did and that its accessi-
bility to the court house did not discourage that
business.

Darius Bray

There were individuals in the early days who
gave color and life to the scene. Darius Bray
was such a man. He was sometimes called
“Preacher Bray” and at least once was seen
preaching to his wife near a haystack at their
home while he kept her attention with a poised
pitchfork.

Bray was a native of Maine and was famous
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