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(.

Rutledge Lea, born in Greenfield, Ohio, November 4,
1843, came with his parents to Keosauqua in 1856. He
was an apt scholar and had a good English education. He |
commenced the study of law with Knapp, Caldwell &
Wright, finished with Noble & Strong of Keokuk, and .
was admitted to the bar in 1864, but was engaged there- i
after until 1872 in other pursuits, when he began the
practice. He was associated most of the time from 1872
to 1874, inclusive, with W. A. Work, under the firm name
of Work & Lea, when he retired therefrom to become a .
member of the firm of Lea & Beaman, who succeeded :
to the practice of J. C. Knapp upon the latter’s accession !
to the bench, and so continued until January, 1879, when
he retired from that firm and organized the firm of Lea
& Wherry, of which W. M. Walker became a member. ! i
in January, 1884; and the firm of Lea, Wherry & Walker y
remained in the practice until Lea’s death, July 5, 188%
and was succeeded by Wherry & Walker. { '

Since my connection with this bar no young man of :
greater promise, ability and brilliancy has belonged to it.
As a student he had acquired an excellent legal education, !
and when he entered the practice his genius and ability .
were quickly recognized by his associates and the public,
and brought him quickly to the front with a good practice
Had he lived and retained good health, he would undoubt-
edly have been recognized as among the great lawyers o
of the Iowa bar. As it was, however, his associates rec- i
ognized his worth and ability as first-class. He was :
strongly combative by nature, and inclined to be dic- i
tatorial and very positive in his convictions, and ready
to maintain them. These characteristics were manifest in :
the discussion of legal questions as well as in discussing o :‘
evidence to the jury, and rendered him much more forcible
as an advocate than persuasive. He was, however, a very
ready and fluent speaker, but never sacrificed sense for

sound. While he could be eloquent, he rarely indulged
67
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1058 THE COURTS AND LEGAL PROFESSION.

in eloquence unless it arose naturally from the case. It
was rare to take him by surprise and find him unable to i
answer the arguments used against him. Often, however,
he disappointed their efforts in that direction by a com-
plete and perfect answer. He grasped very fully and
comprehensively the issues in a case and its details and
bearings upon the main questions. He was not only a
good jury lawyer, but equally at home in the chancery
cases. He had many warm friends and would make great
sacrifices for them, but he also had some very pronounced
enemies, resulting from the vigor and earnestness with
which he prosecuted both legal and political contests.
~._ During his earlier career he was allied with the repub-
“licans, but was inclined to be independent, sometimes act-
ing with the democrats. '

He was perfectly fearless in the discharge of what he
deemed a public duty, and utterly indifferent whether
popular or otherwise. While somewhat gruff in manner
and apparently unsocial, it was only apparent. He was
as tender-hearted as a woman, and his sympathies were
quickly enlisted by distress. ‘Wherever there was sick- . !
ness and trouble, especially among the needy, he was
found doing all he could in their behalf, more so than
almost any other man of my knowledge, whose calling
in life did not make it a part of his work. He was de- i
votedly attached to his family, and his grief over the death
of his two little boys was so great that his health was
permanently impaired thereby; so much so that he never

1
i
i
1
i
was the same man thereafter and it ultimately resulted {
in his death. i )
i
i
|
!
i

-
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William Rankin Wherry. After his death, Wherry &
Walker succeeded to the business, and continued until
quite recently, when the firm was dissolved by the re-
moval of William Rankin Wherry to Los Angeles, Cali-
fornia, where he expects to remain permanently. Wherry
was a graduate of Princeton, and a man of fine literary

e ot ¢
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| . |
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VAN BUREN COUNTY. _ 1059

" attainments, a ready writer and fair speaker. He read

law with Lea & Beaman and became an excellent jurist,
and a good counsellor, but disliked trial work, and would
not engage therein unless in cases of necessity. He was
a member of the house from this county of the Twentieth
general assembly, and county attorney of this county for
two terms, commencing January 1, 18.., and discharged
the duties of these offices faithfully and efficiently. He
was quiet and unassuming, somewhat moody and rather
inclined to be taciturn and absorbed in his own thoughts,
which rendered him apparently unsocial. He was, how-
ever, the very reverse, and a very genial, entertaining and
pleasant companion, and often full of fun. The public had
implicit faith in his integrity, and he was elected as a
democrat when that party was in the minority. His
health for the past two years kept him away from work
and caused his removal to California. y
Charles Baldwin engaged in the practice with his
brother-in-law, Judge Wiright, in January, 1860. The
judge had declined a second term on the supreme bench,
and in January, 1860, re-entered the practice, but on the
death of Stockton, during that summer, he was tendered
and accepted the appointment to fill the vacancy. When
he did so, H. H. Trimble of Bloomfield became Baldwin’s
partner under the firm name of Trimble & Baldwin,
and so continued until some time in 1830, when Judge
Trimble removed to Keokuk, except the four years, be-
ginning with January 1, 1863, that Trimble was on the
district bench. Baldwin must have been at least forty
years of age when he began the practice of law and, while
he had a good intellect and large business experience, it
did not make up for the lack of early legal training, and
hence he did not, in the trial of cases, do justice to his
otherwise excellent mental qualities. He was, however, a
wise counsellor and the firm had a good practice. But
he won one notable victory in the case of Wilson v.

|
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Contact: Eugene Walker Home Page: Descendan

This database includes a compilation of records for this branch of the Walker Family, i.e., the descendants of
Samuel Walker of Woburn. This database was created by merging the databases compiled by Gerald L. Smith
and Eugene A. Walker and reconciling the differences. Please visit our website for more information.

Index | Descendancy | Register | Public Profile | Add Post-em

ID: 17493 , TIRED OF BEING

Name: William Rankin Wherry
O j FQQHT FA'!?G{SE AND 3%&??‘3@? i?di!b?i&l‘i& i’SYSTEK
Given Name: William Rankin
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1. Janette Wherry b: 9 DEC 1891
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