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01 n il i.eal h.ud.~ eiOD' Ibe J.ck""o dub, 10 

1111 I'O~IT'O"L c"nul. 1I0t, ..... 11111 III .pprop.I.,. b.doce 01 
Mr. 11.11·, lui,I.Il"o 10 publle ollk. PlOII.dOIl· Tbnt .u II"" lb. boud 

<>ceu "LMl .. f. r blck II lBW. 01 couul)" lu!>""I""." ell, Omet.1 lad 
.... el&<;ted to be clt1 ""liello, p.oallotot lIIelllll .\1 IIll1d. ,of loIIIIM'" 
11oil,,0. U, ...... a·eloo;!.O<l to Ibl. om~ ... ood 1'.01&1&100.01.\1 I 
U,·d lioo .... 1110 lUI 11"'0 IlL 1871. TIIIo Ro •. J. M. O . 
"u Ibo 001, dl, onloe Ole. hill. loy blo> tba !~0 ... 1 .ilOl of tbe 
UCftptllll" "',,,,be ' 01 Ibe dl)" ..,11001 aad 0 •. S.Uer ",&do . f . .. 
I~, .. d, 01 .bletl body bo .... p .... I,J,ol ul"'o thebl.l!-cba .. eIM 01 
lor" 10.", 01 ) ..... 11, ..... ODoeJa "nllcoocc.IlI°lrbl.]ODrtfllllcl tllee 
..r!1 d.y. ,b, ,,,,,lpl'lIl of 'Kold·budod C<>II>Nuolly. A q\l&.I~1 01 ladlu 
IIIII~ 1'0'" Ibe cbilJ.oo of tb, oo;bool. fa. poted 01 10:1. .... O. P. Flloek, lI .... 
bll .., .. ie .. ln t>.b.lI a! lb. oo;hoolL Job .. , MIw K.1 8pollee. alld 

III 1ll(\L b,bee.""lbecaodl,J.t. 01 bl. II. K",," IIlIl t.o b,Il1o" MDr 
pa.t, 10 0 .. MoIlI ... coullty rO . lbu .I.t, Sil<>l""1 Shady RlIl~ ood "Abld. Wltb 
i ... Wllu.e, aDd "U d.I .. t.d .t lb. Ido." 
polla. Do ...... t.l.orl du,oo;ral . 10 Tb, .... , .. """" be,"\l1ul fh,.aJ 
the In ... Ib.1 lollo.od bl. n .. t letll.I.· tlleo, .",eOIl" Ibow.1 
IllInee b, .ulfut<l bLNo.eU 10 boca", •• lId rcooo f.olll tba nor 
Iii, lII'Id]'lllo o.f bll plfl, "' . 01 11",.0. I · atoM Illd wrnlb of 
tbollib 1I0U •• lIb Iba cb.oeoo ol.ltc. J lcluo ll cillb. At Ibe 
\\01110 bl. f"er-o.11I1 10 l b •• du ... blllli • ""r1lllb of .bll.' ..... 
pantle.1 co",plnloo o~ lb. eotlol, .lId Iba ulull bl.ell e •• po .od "'"ttl. 

CL>o.letlno •• acd .... Or ooulJ ... 111.. M ... u.n, .. bo ... I 1 
.b.1I bl . potl' 1,load. CUll. 11,1 blm .ud t,..led b, ber bu.l>t.ad'. 
aok..d bl", to be 11t . 1, .1 ~c,lor<J lI ........ bit belter tool1. Lui ..... 

I Abuul t.o alullib. '10 .be .... 
o,.ltl<.a .lIb p • • III,.I .. . . II11 aloca UL<:11 
h •• beell . otl ... ly belplo-I . 

Sho I, .", .. hod hI 111.« d.",bto,.. 
"oil all' .... fI •• lI ,,( .b"lIl d ... pIJ''('H1I 
'he d .... tb of .e uu killd ,aoJ r.o .. o~. 
",.,\bH. 

KNOWLEDGE ,. 

~ u"tI 

101e In op .. k bl. mind ' ..... ly .. 'D III lb. 
",1,ld 01 K,,,"I urllo", .nt.lo Ib, CODJ' 
,,"uol'y. 81",11 •• CO"''''M" b. 01110 t l. 

Ia 18O'l ha ..... Itlo 1I~."oc: .. tle c.lldl· I" .01°0 •• Sb. b .. dL~ctC!d ""l"" I 
d,I.lo. allo'D~y l/ou".l ul 10.0, .lId IJo<l1!.1e ana"".! to Ibo ...,.,1 ,10, 

.,,,,,, hlLllo,1 11I 11>0 e<llIduet .,1 bl.I"1l.] bu.l. 
e,l .. n __ on~. cILnculioll' 1.1. ,10'. lia r 
,11 .t. II>lacllllr bl, .o.d. 1I110u~b cu .... tllea. 
n.,,, , Ul. ",In I .... "p""I.lIy u",Itll .od 
:;,~,; .... lcoo.IJI.ln 1"1(1.1,,11 •• "all judlcl.t 
• 1 j_ dlra,tloo •. Wb." 10 tho .1.1 .... 0.1. h' 
,.11 ..... 'OO<>oIol"d I .. do.-.... I""kod 10 

::I!: fa, 10.,J,roblp. • . 
,,"~ \luI Ih J"dldd q,,.lilr ... 0> ... 10011· 

,,/,,1. .I.>n .. o 10 lb. ", .. Illu" til CU"", 
. ,,1,,1 I' .,.,,1 •• Tt,I.I .... to'lolirl 
' I"~I , •. , oUI pooh I .• ", .. qu rlnll. lu ", .. , I I 
lb., .• u~. ,ar. ".,,,,"loutJon 01 .d .... I'ftc 
1"." . • "1Il'1 .od 1_lont. "I , 1".1,1. 1b ... 
·jU ' ,. lI .U """,,,.....J .od ublhit.d to I 

;;:~ .... "'. d.,._. '_'"'' ,. ... 
.11 1 .. lmnUI Ol>llIlnn "~I Ib ...... bo •• ,. 
,I t q".llned ,0 1 .. ·I. __ lh, u.",lpll' 
,lb. aD<! ",.~.t;o-r. "f lb. 10 ... 
ft'l.d 14,. IhU n' I .. or..u .Itb public 
.. ..c, booortl to I 1 .... 11. "I~DI, ~rb.pt, 

4 

• dtlul ... l by C. U. N 'u •• •• 01 DH It "'POll 0 .... '. 1110.1 Ion Iborlln. 
,.1.1". 1 .. lfH b ...... I.clod a ... J . day •. Tbl •• 1Il bel dOlle 

W\lono WI'II.nl. til rop",LN<ol 0 .. I •• conll c. Ib, lIut 
"""III,," COllllty In tL •• lole l .~ I.l .I"", .. 1Il ho prl' •• ,::,:,,;;;;:::: 
III 1873 b ..... Ib& ch"le, of bl. PITt, ... 1.1\ ... 011,1 , 
I." I" ... '''P'''''~ j"dKU, LuI ... dl' •• ," .... 
InlO<J IJ, J . M. Urck. 

II ..... . I.dod I .. tb. ot,t. Nnllo 10 
Ift3l.d.I ... lc~ M,. J n.,. 1'0tto'o<III. 10 
188~ b. coo •• olod I" he tb. 11""'00,,\10 

c40dld.to t"':.c<JU~'''1 I,om tb_ U"lj,~~~~~~::,;~~ 
dlltdcl, tbuuWtl IL. ,n.hlel .U 
.L.I",lnOCI, ";>III,lIeln. · n .... 
lut...J Ly 101, ...... Md ..... I,!. 

Acola I" HISI bo t..c ..... 
e •• tLo o.,,>.I!..I .... I· ..... ,'"., 
. 'octotl. d.I~IIlnw J"ba. 
...... d.INlod 1"0 )"',_ 
0 .... 

10 tb. 'p.1111 
ttl 01 r..-ld,al 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

HALL, Benton Jay (1835-1894) Biographical Information Page 1 of 1 

HALL, Benton Jay, 1835-1894 

HALL, Benton Jay, a Representative from Iowa; 
born in Mount Vernon, Knox County, Ohio, 
January 13, 1835; moved with his parents to Iowa 
in December 1840; attended Knox College, 
Galesburg, Ill., and was graduated from Miami 
University, Oxford, Ohio, in 1855; studied law; 
was admitted to the bar in 1857 and practiced; 
member of the State house of representatives in 
1872 and 1873; served in the State senate 1882-
1886; elected as a Democrat to the Forty-ninth 
Congress (March 4, 1885-March 3, 1887); was an 
unsuccessful candidate for reelection in 1886 to 
the Fiftieth Congress; appointed Commissioner of 
Patents by President Cleveland and served from 
April 12, 1887, to March 31,1889; resumed the 
practice ofIaw; died in Burlington, Iowa, January 
5, 1894; interment in Aspen Grove Cemetery. 
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