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II ew to . the line let . the oh.ips fall where :they may. 

~~? . 00 UNTY, ·. IQWA9 WEDN~SDAY-~ . ~~t_;·l]~.;M HEl{ 30, l903o 
•. . I I~ ' I 

~~,~d Froom~· Bnurr ~romen~t{His Var~~~al~~:.~ ~~~~:~ce an<dl I PH! Ll PP! N E SCHOO L.\Scl I fcua~~ ~~: ;:( 
{'Of 8 . · llj JV · · ' · . · Usefulness.-Hls Funeral. · BY PROF. H. G •. LANISON. , the (IL L • 

B Edited by ltf1·s. Ad.aline M. Jlll!f":!,JJ .
1

. The death of Coi. John scott at Report and Bulletin. on .the Schools / tenda :.1·: 
I~-~- ; his home in Des Moines was .briefly of Mnsbate Prov1nce. 

1 

the 1 ~'·1 ', • 
. . OF!NTEREST IN PH .!~ADELPHIA~~ noted and c?mt~ented upon m the Masbate, P, I., July 23, 1903. ~~~ J\ lll<• 

f I N ot11~> of a Summer V1stt, by Mame .. l~st i~Rue of thtS)Japer. Col. Scott Dr. E. B. Bryan, ::;eneral ~uper- · war/Hl l() 
~ l , Al~en Ambrose. . · dted rn the ~1orm~g of We~nesda!, intendent of Educ~twn, M~mla. had rd ~ 

Phi lade! phta, our th!~d largest ct.ty, . September 2d, HJ0.3, age~ 7!, ye.ms, . In acco~danc~ With the. mstruct- enroll 
1 
;

1

• 

·with 47 per cent ?f 1tbs populattton 5 monthR and f) th:y~1.1 Ht t
1
a .en<h camd ions con tamed Ifl your c1rcu

1 
Jar. to ten<la tw 

· native· horn of nattve orn pRren s, ·as he and all those a Jon 11m ope Divisicn · Supermtendents Jeanng t 
1
.. . 

is reclwned the most American of. :it would come. Although of gradu- the date of June 24, I have the hon- en~· ·~~~ 
our greater · cities It iH called a city, ally inCl~eaaing fe ebleness, he was up j or to send you herewith a complete n~ Ill < 

1
1 ,' 

of homes, for i1: haf\ a dwelling-house and about and still in t llG enjoyment l'eport on the school9 of this division w ~r-!~ 1 'i 

for ev~ry five ~~:sonB, tyl~~ wo~~n· ;or Iif? on Mo~1clny; but on r~'tH~sd.ay dating ba:k to .septetnber 1, 190.2. ~~:Jc(~( ) 1,: 
Ill und cbldi' (Hi, 01 Jts TJOPUHltton. I ne mornmg he d1d not feel well and\'. aH Followm:; will be found the 1 e- tl . , 
~I peopi~ 'gi.vr~ one fi sense of l eisur~ . :advised i1?t to gt>t up . . His daughter ports oi attendanc~ in day and night w~~~: · i1:, 
~ 1 and repose. Th0y do not seem to Marv Avis, who had heen at ~TI}efl, schools for the per1od from tSeptem- h i' t< • ,. 1 

• 1 hurry a::; Westernera do. · Indeed 'returned home about noon and VISited lJP r lst 1902 to July lst, 1903: Day tL gl· . 

I 
. . b' 1 d . . ' . l 1 t t 1 A ' ' ()8 M'l 76 Cl1i ,[ 1'' their slowness 1s prover t::l an some- w1t11 hnn am 1e wen o s eep. . Scl10ols-Masbate 1 , 1 agr~a , BCrvl' d 

what of a juke. There are excep- ·little JateJ' an attempt to arouse hm1 Palanas 102, Batuan 103, Catamga? ~"' ,. 
1 tlons, however. With due respect f.or deve!?petl . the. fed y~g,t h;:;;~: ~,n~ 187, Muq_dalena l 06, San Jacinto 2~6, 1 A~~~ri, ·. 
my hostess of two weeks there, { wilL conscwus, and m th1s COiiun.'vu. rrtJI Mobo 7o, San Fernando 33G. Tota l . , .. 
sav that she was formerly a Western- continued until he died. H1s tune boys 769. girls 449. Night Schoo ls ~a;toJ, 
er· and the way she and I went sight- had come, and he fell asleep. . -Masba.te 32, San Fernando 27, u ~e; , , 

' t • 1 f b · f · · goor1 L'' Beeing would prove that we were no., 1 .·• His funeral cons1ster o . r1e ser- Batuan .25, Magdalena 27, Catn~:gan 

1 

; 

11
, 
1 1 native· Philadelphia_ns. . vices Friday morning at lus home, 27, San ~acinto 31 Totals 176. . a ~t~11Pr : 

In regard to stght-seemg, I ob- conducted by Dr. Everest Cathell, There 18 no trouble to secure the g 
1 

I 

( ed during my trip two sorts of r~ctor of the ~pis~op .. ~l,. c.hursh, ;as- attendance of all r.upils in the prov-1 ~v~: ~~~ :
1 pt:>vple-those who love t,o see ~laces ;:nsted by Dr. J. A. '"' Irti. or tihe ince that our teachmg force can ca~e the 

1
,1 

1
, 

and things made famous by history Lutheran church. The hon?rary for. I have taken the stand that 1t th ·t·- · 
and association, and· those who do · pall hearers were his old friends is best for the American teacher to 

1 
ed? ',1,' 

not. An old lady who was a me;nber of pioneer days, and the actual .Pall c oncentrate his energies on no more a~I~~: ~·;.: 
of our party a.t Mount Vernon tllus- bearers hi~ young friends made smce · pupils .than he can well take care of, t . 

· k' d U b · M · Th owns 11 trates t he one In • pon emg his removal to Der, ! omes. ·.e . say 40 or 50, and that that number ' t, 
1
· 

assured that the brass knocker on. funeral company took the ncGn tram we !I taught is better than twice that 
1 

Vl ~' ,.'1 .. the door · of the main entr~nce of from Des Moines, arriving at Nevada number · poorly taught. In many 1 ~nc: t
1
' •• 

Washingon's house was the sa~~ · nhout half after one. Here .the pall towns ou~ attend~ nee. ~as been re- ;e~ ·L l·· 
one the "Father of our Country bearers were from the Masomc lodge. stricted hv the mabihty . of the j ~ . ,

1
,.: 

had us~d, she exclaimed,:' My qod,!, The cortege proceeded from the d~- municipalities to hire nativ~ teachers . /w1;; : ;~ 
I'm gomg back to touch 1t agam! · pot to the Cemetery, where the re- In t\VO towns of the provmce, San eaJ ,,· 
And the look on her face plainly told ligious service was conducted by Dr. Fernando and San· Jacinto, on the a_n .0 '''· 

. 1 . '] l . t t 'th 9JI1gl ll" her appreciatwn of sue 1 a prm ege. Wirt and the fina m ermen WI island of Ticao we have had a ·, . ·
1 One of mv Philadelphia friends illus~ Mat3;nic rites. In all respects the compulsor\r attendance law to bring vt~rtwt1 '' · 

• A I . fitt' d . J s 1 ll I' trate~ the oth~r clas9. s . ;vas one funeral services were mg an s1m- pupils into schoo!. ·We have not ~ntht J};·: 
morm_ng star~mg out fro~1 h~~ home pie. .The. day was perhaps. the .most tried to .enforc~ 1~ to. the extent of eel rna!: 
for stght-seemg, he said, Well, beauttful 111 all September, and thA endeavormg to brmg mall the pu-, ,· .. 

1 
.. , . 

good bye, Niame, I hope you'll see dominating sentiment was probably j pilA of school age, for the reason "'au:' ' 
· d 1 t f d d · f f h' d t' f h' h ' · · 1 even lll · lots of dead thmgs an o s o ea less of gne or IS ea h , or w lC that we have not had e1ther teac 1. ~I 

1 
t : · 

people;'' · · he and those. about him were wellj ing force or school room to take a J~;:., · · 
_ 1 may as well confess that the prepared. than of satisfaction t~at in 

1 
'!are of them all. We have enforced o1:~t " :. '· 

- ~ h1'stor1'c element had a charm thP. maimer of his death and mall 1 it !'ln1" +" h·inrr in "
1
JUD!!s near the ! wr ,1 J• · ,, ~ ---- ----·- - -· · - · ·" ~ ·· ·~ -~ ··· ~ • ano (' ... · 

• 1 for me. When riding down those O~t., the ~1ttendant conditions and obse_- school house, and pupils whose clos(' ;· ' 

\

old, narrow streets, (they are only quies·the ide11ls of himself· an.d hts names havfl o'nce been placed on · · ' 
the width of Linn street,. Nevada) friends were so perfectly reahze~. the roll have been , compelled to exer<' J. 
· don both sidec; with brick ho. uses ·col. Scott was of Scotch .. Ir1sh c'ome. I have found that a com- ten <l~u~ 

f l d d t f H } hi bi t,, • . .,h marble t~immings, urms1e pPrentage; the descen an o ug 1 pulsory Jaw, thus restricted, is au- pupi l:-: : 
with an occaswnal brass knocker Scott, who came from the north ?f solutely neces~ary to secure the at-
and built right onto the wal~s, I Ireland and settled in. Pen~sylvama ten dance of such pupiis whose par- ta i~:~: \~· .. 
could close my eves and slmos · see in 1670 and founded . m tlns land a ents are indifferent and shall endeav- . 

1 
. 

· · b 1 d 1 d' t' · h l f 'l ' ' nor l l' I'Jtately men in knee reec 1es an numerous am JS mgms ec arm Y· 1)r to have on e passed in every mun- , 
1
: 

powdered wi~s, st~lki~g down the He. was b~rn in J~ff.erson c~u,nty, icipality where there is an Americtm ~~n,J\l i: 
streets, and little girls m pant~lettes Ohw, Apnl 4, 1824 , began teach- j-,.,nh,..,, I · 

rt:l ___ ,,_! __ -- J. l .. ! .. , _ - ---- - - --- - ---- _, L - ~ --
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,' ... 

1 

_ __ .. - -_-

inK ex~ludecL· H~re 'are b~ried ritnny , .. ::· ., ··, OOL; 'A).f.4N' .. ~.~bti;;.-; . .::" ...... ' .~'~i6'tiatiori-:~;~l~di{titat til~ c~l<~nef XNMl~~.c~~ 

'

famous re_r~lons such a~ Gen. Agnew! .. _ (ContinW:~jrinnft~R_t .. f!~ue ) ···,'· broughtin trees tQ)Jcautliytbeto~n · -· 
t!}e Br1:!sh Comma1~der who wP.s_

1 

ree:; continued to. res1de ·n·t ... Nevada· a~ .. well . as· ~ho.~ho,rns . t? impr.pv.e tae .-;_ ·. '· _·.-:· _:·-. --~ ~ Ji{ · 
ktHed dum1g the Batt1e of German- until Mav .1898 when he removed J:ve~stock: · · Later · acquamtance ~J 'Q' 

town. . 'l'hen a _ li~t~e farther lin and I to Des ·Moine;; made .h_is _. home brought bett.er uhdersr.andlng, .· T~e ., : · . ,. ), ,;.. : · , · 1 • 
?~ ' oppoaite s1de of the ~ street, there until his death. c.. :::.:-: , colonel believed · in newspape!s, . m ~ Do _you be liev· 
1s ~ house u.sed by :Vashmg~on' Coi .- Scott was thrice married. librarfll~ and .ln t~0 d!ffuslon ofK~c-w·· l . · · 
as the ExecutiVe mallSIOll durmg I His first wife was M_ iss Selina Bell ledge._ . .,He was WISe, J_f not caUtiOUZ. r· . .. ·. . 
I the yellow ft;;er scourge. We see o!Orange county, NewYork~ · She He could _giv~ good · cou~sel in a . . · .. · .. · · .. · .,. 
'aleo the oldef!t stone house in Gar· I died of C110iera wniie hecwilg' i$0Soilt difficult .eltuatJO_n. l{ec kne..~ _a_ ~:h~!e ' You br~n~ l.A o" 

mantown, bmlt about 1690. J?urlng on his first trip to !owe. ·.·!; His sec· I lot about a.host of ttunga, - ~~~~·..~ mi - .:rwu.et by g~~!!!~ 
the Battle of. Germant?"!n 1t was ond wife . was Miss Annie ·. Crabb r~sou~ces ~ere a.t the cop~mand ~,of_ ke you some 1:! 
used as a hospttal for Br1t1sh offiqers from near his {}hio home. She h1.s fnends. In hts home he was tne ·· ma 
and soldiers. On July 2?, 1825,G~n. died at her father's home during the per~onifi~ntion of ~ospitali~y a~d sav~ you money 
!--a. Fayette gave a publ_t? reception first year of the war. His third and gemallty; and association wtth h1m you buy of UB or 
m ~· _!hen there was tne old Pas- survi-...'ing wife wna Mi~IJ · Mary s. was un education i~ goo~ manners! • , 
toms ~oliS6 .:!vs;; b¥, e!!!o the .old Wright! whom he wedded No,·emlm and th~ "':RJ s of pol!te B?CtPty. figure on what j r 
·house m whl~h Lo~1sa May Alcott 24, 1863, end who was his companion : ·- Bt:t !t !!! U!:!~le~s m this article, or..· 
was born, an c. the !Jttle old Men non- and helpmeet for nenriy forty yeara. m a serles of arttcles, to attampt to ~--·01lr Stoc 1< 
ite Church built _in 1728; ';t'her~ ls Of his children some died in infancy compnss ·the subj€cts s11ggested by 
als? .t~JC old Burymg 9round m w~1ch and others in youth. Only two of the death of. this ~emnrkll~le . man. 
BntiSI1 ~nrl RevolutJOnary .soldiers a large family reached maturity. His He found this sect: on u W!lderness 
were humd, and .the old J;31llmey~r first-born Ben died a missionary in a.1~d it has become g~eet !n. P<YJ;tUia· 
Hou8e on the portico of which Gen 1 India lea\'ing three chlldren two twn, In wealth and tn ln9titUtiOns, 
Washingto n stood UJHl directed the of wl;om remain John IVI Sc~tt of 'ro this mighty development he was 
course of the fight. On the same Kansas City and Mrs. A.'s. Blatt· a most conspiciouR contributor. Of 
side of this ~treet an~ a litt le far- ner of Des· Moin~s . His youngest th~ great l!1en of genius who.came to 
ther no;·th Ill the first Dunlmrd daughter Mury Avis is tha only th!s atnt~ m the days of their youth 
~h urc h, bui lt i_n ~mericn. . Another one of hi~ children living; and sho und of the youth ~f t.he atute he w::e 
lptercstJ~r:; relic m ol.tl Germ,nntown has remaineu ut home, helpin~ to counted one, ~nd, Inside .that school 
18 .t ~e, Ch·~w . Hou~e . m. wh1~h the make it comfortable for her pnr<'nts of greatness h1s ti tle tv s1t there Wa9 
BntJsn · n111c'1e their rJegpt!rate foil'a nd and attractive for their very numer- never challenged. All of the strttg· . 
and which finally turned the ti cle oua friends. gle to upbuild the state he saw, and 
?f the D~!~Lc .of G~r~antown o!l It is difficu lt for one of the present o~e of its recognized factors he w~s. 
Oct. 4, 1, 1 1 m then· J.avor. Until generation to realize much· Jeqs to '1 he smaller honors that came to lum 
th! s noil:t was rea~hed the Co~t!n- rJortray. Col. Scott'~ true reln~tion in great .number m:d without seeking 

We buy len 
ience teaches n~ 

Cl\Lt 

E 
.. 
' ; 

?n· :·mj· had dnv1-m the . Bnt1~h to the fou nding and upbuilding of prove~ ~Is pl.ace, though th e fortu~es . 
oe ~ . 1L; but on~e lodge~ m ~hls Story county. For thirty years the of poh.tic!l d1clLnot .b~il~ow upon him T 
staunch ~lrl colom.al ruans19n neith· coun.ty was t? a great extent identi· thP. pm;es ths. p~l:t:c!ats most cov· , . 
er th e aJ.C~JY nor tts cannon could fled m the rmnds of men over the et. But. those "ho came close · to 
dislodge them. The marks of the state as the one .in which he . Jived. h_im knew his measure of their own 
can_non b_a~l s on the old hou"!7 are As an ofi·hiind ·occasional 8peaker he knpwledge,- and bette,r than the story ,._.....,· l!r."''!PIIF::"'........,~~-:r 
p-lmnly Vlinble anq the mut1Iated had few equals and hardly nny su- of offices .and ~onors 18 su ch . know!~ 
marble Bta~uary sti_ll stands on the periorfl. At the gatherings of former edge of tM bmlders of the sta.te. 
lawn. Th1s house Is one of ·the few soldiers in the conventions of the Colonel Scott was a sold1er, a 
in ~merica which lineal descendants domina~t political party, in the grand scholar, a. public spirited citizen, a 
of the. early ~wners keep as they 'lodges of the Masonic order, in al- most gemal gentleman. 
1\'ere m Colomal days. The house most every place where representa- 'His life was hcnorable and his old 
and. _grou~d:_ ar~"not open t() the j t'iye men were wont · to congregate, age com~ortaLJe . He lived his .Jife 
r~bJic ~na -:e uad to be c~ntent his was the voice of Story county, substa~tia!lY ashe wquld hav~ Wish: 
w1th v1ew rrom the ~treet. and the reputation thut he gave to ed to hve tt, could he have hved 1t 

L R. -t f ·o·M-h-llt . his community was good. He was over again. He got his enjoyment 
ow a es rom ars a own . • • d . . . . . . f th ' ld ' d b · 

Via Chicago Great Weste~n Rail- n~agn~a.tive an optl!mstic m. ms rom · IS wor s goo s y usmg 
way. · . dispositiOn and he sympath1z.ed them. He has passed to the re-

$18 80 to Billings, Mont. strongly with whatever promised to ward of a long and just career, 
assist in the up-building of the He sleeps in paece. 

21.85 to Livingston or Hinsdale, county and state. He was a leading 
Mont2.') ~- t H 1 n o. Butte M t spirit in securing the Agricultur- In tho Di~t~!?~~:r:· o~:~!~s~~~ or Jowa, 

v . w•) 0 e e a r · • on · al College afl an institution of the 2G.36 to Spokane; Wash. t h b ht . th fi t h . d hi and ior Story County. Ootobor term A. D. 
28.80 to Portland, Or.·e., Seattle coun Y; e roug tn e rs er 1900. , 

1 T W h TWENTY·T\-;tv P::ter E. Shu.t;art, Plaint!!!, an< acoma, as . vs 
28.85 to Vancouver and Victor· . of short-horns; he believ-ed in clean John snow, George w. <.:oon~y. Cepans 'J. 

ia, B. c. I politics and good morals; he won Hansel, Adam Bbal'!', Nelson Hockley,Stophcn 
Tickets on saie dally up to Nove!!!- -to hi'! sorrow-the enmity of v. Wbito and 1111 unknown ola!mante to tt~; 

I . 30tl 1·11 clusl·ve ::::1-p • .. , - ·-•:MI~:~mnll men He did not a"'~'- West ono-flftllot_th()B.Jhofblk. 8 In t!Jo or )el . 1 . • • ..., l enuL Dta. ~ ....... ,- · -· • • . . • ~.L i:1~1l I lll'innl town ot NC\'aaa, oiur:;- ::::.:::::ty, Tnn'n. 
and nnequa!ed eqmprnent. F ull m- for himself the reward he cmeny 1 Defendants. . 1 
fo ~on on application to any sought. He was several times a!- To Rafcl D~tenaar:!!: · 

An: 

Cli '- - t-<0 Great Western Agent, or tu most within reach of the congres- You nnd each of rou nre hero!>y notified 
J.P. Elmer; G. P. A., Chicago, Ill. sional nomination; and once he that there Is now on t\;oln the offi ce o! tLo ~ N d 
47 achie\'e~ it-only tohaveitstrickeu ~e:;:t~\~':p!::l!~c~/t'):ert~~~~l~~~~:1~~~~~~ ~ ' eva .f" 

. • · Ea • C d from h1m by a change of votes be- to be the absolute owner ortbo West one-
Dts .ress Afer tmg ure · . fore the announcement of the hal- llftb (l.c) of tho flouth bait of illoclr Eight (8) 

J uuge w. T.' Holland of Green~- Jo t. Bui though auch disappoint- In the orlginol town of Ne\'11.,11 10 e~ !d County 
burg, La.' who IS W'111 and favorably ments could not bP without some ef- llftkln:t tbnt the t!tl'J thereto bo C)U ictc,d In 
known, Rays : "Two yPars ago I feet, be was ever true to the princi- him and n ocrtnln mortgo ~to ll'l rcn by ,Jo

1
hn R: 

-· ·11' ,.. .... ....... 1 ....... ,... ... 4- t •• .r.,.,.,__, ;",l;nonoH n n • ~ , • • , , , . , , ,. , , , 1 !.loyd nnd. Ocorgo W. lloyd dutod .Juno H~_ l ~tt:"'l 

It i .•. 

And is the B 1 
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·, La., wnu l::l n· :u """ ~~·~-- ·· . 
m, says : ' 'Two yPars ago I 
:red greatly from indigestion. 
:r eating; great distress would 
riahly result, lasting for an hour 
so and my nights were rest1e3s. 
mciuded to try l{odd Dyspepsia 
2 

1 
·1 it c>nr~>'1 ::-~ , e entirely Now 

8', .' is refreshing and my di-
;ion 1~erfect." Sold by all drug 
s 

)me Visitors' Ext:ursion tickets to 
Ind iana and Ohio. 

!in' the Northwestern Line wiU 
sold at reduced rates on four 

esdays, Sept., 1, 8, 15 and Oct. 
limited· to return within 30 days 
om date of sale. For particulars 
to territory to whkh excursion 

kets may be sold etc. apply to 
ents Chicago & Northwestern R'y. 

\ 

( 
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( 
Voices from the Past- The Story of Nevada, Iowa 

~cott 
John Scott was born in Jefferson County, Ohio, on 

April14, 1824. He was 
the son of John Scott and 
Eliza Skelly. On January 
18, 1849, he married 
Selina Bell of Orange 
County, New York. 
Selina died on August 1, 
1854. On January 18, 
1858, near Jefferson 
County, Ohio, he married 
Annie Crabb. She was 
born in 1832, the 
daughter of Abram Crabb and Mary Shane and died 
January 26, 1862. On November 24, 1863, he 
married Mary Sophia Wright of Freeport, Illinois. 
Mary was born in 1839, the daughter of Orestes H. 
Wright and Mary M. Atkinson. 

At age 16, Scott began teaching. In 1843, he and 
a friend explored the settled portion of Iowa 
Territory. After John's return to Ohio, he studied and 
taught law. He was admitted to the bar in Ohio. That 
fall , he moved to Shelby County, Kentucky, where he 
taught. In May 1846, he joined the Army for the 
Mexican War. On January 23, 1847, he was captured 
by 3,000 Mexican Cavalry and marched 600 miles 
into Mexico. He was liberated in October at 
Tampico. 

On his return to Kentucky, he married Selina. He 
became principal ofNew Bath Seminary at 
Owensville, Kentucky. In 1852, he bought and 
published the Kentucky Whig at Mt. Sterling, 
Kentucky. Two years later he resumed teaching. In 
August 1854, while he was selecting land in Iowa, 
Selina died of cholera leaving an infant son. For two 
years, he was employed visiting Masonic Lodges. In 
1856, he moved to Nevada and purchased land that 
was later platted as Scott's addition in Nevada. He 
opened an office for law and land 
business. He married Annie in 
1858. In 1859, he was elected to 
the state senate. 

In May 1861, he entered service 
as Captain of Company E, 3rd Iowa 
Volunteer Infantry. In June, he was 
commissioned Lieutenant Colonel. 
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In 1862, Annie died at her father's home in Ohio 
leaving two children. In August 1862, he was made 
Colonel of the 32nd Iowa Infantry. 

In November 1863, 
he married his third wife, ·~ 

Mary Wright. He would 
later say she was not only 
skilled in care of the 
home, but in use of the 
pen and brush. 

In 1867, he was 
elected Lieutenant 
Governor of Iowa. In 
1869, he was appointed 
assessor of internal 
revenue and in 1886 he 

Mrs. Mary S. Scott 

was elected to the state senate. 
Colonel Scott was well known for his breeding 

stock of shorthorn cattle and Shetland ponies. He 
was president of the Iowa Stock Breeder's 
Association. He was also President of the State 

Colonel John Scott Residence - 711 10th Street 
(Billy Sunday also lived here when he was a stable 
boy.) The home as it looks today is pictured 
below. 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

( 

Lest We Forget (early pioneers and settlers of Nevada)- Voices from the Past 

Agricultural Society. He shipped Shetland ponies by 
the carload each year. 

On July 4, 1876, Colonel John Scott delivered the 
Centennial oration. 

In 1895, after 20 years of research, he published 
Hugh Scott, an Immigrant of 1670 and his 
Descendants. In 1896, he published St01y of the 
32nd Iowa Infantry Volunteers . In May 1898, he and 
Mary moved to Des Moines. John died September 
23, 1903, in Des Moines, survived by his wife Mary. 

Children by Selina: Jessie, died age 4; Ben Bell, 
born August 26, 1851. 

Children by Annie: Can·ie, (born August 1857 or 
1858, died April 12, 1878); Rankin, (born February 
26, 1859, died February 26, 1869). 

Children by Mary: Two sons (Allie & Willie), 
died in infancy. Mary, born August 9, 1866. 
Maggie, died at age 3. 

~hug art 
Pete Shugart was born 

in Princeton, Illinois, on 
January 8, 1865. He 
came to Iowa when he 
was eight years old. He 
was raised on a farm 
south of Nevada but 
eventually moved into 
town. 

Mr. Shugart was 
married July 4, 1889, to 
Miss Edith Banks, 
daughter of a pioneer 
Story County family. Edith was born January 9, 
1870. Edith's father served as sheriff for twelve 
years. Three children were born to Pete and Edith, 
Eva (Shugart) Dresher, Thelma (Shugart) Connolly 
Campbell, and Charles A. Shugart. 

Mr. Shugart's career started as teamster, but it was 
not long until he was recognized as a major factor in 
railroad construction. His first contract was with the 
Chicago Northwestern when they put in double track 
across Iowa. He built 85 miles ofthe coast line of 
the Milwaukee Railroad west of the Missouri River 
in the summer of 1907 with over twelve hundred 
teams, of which he owned one hundred twenty-five 
teams (250 horses). From 1909 to 1913, he built 950 

miles of railroad in the Dakotas, Kansas, and Iowa. 
He built hundreds of miles for the Milwaukee 
Railroad in the Dakotas. Among other contracts was 
the grading and building of roads for the army post at 
Fort Des Moines. He also built and owned the 
Savery Livery in Des Moines. One of his last 
contracts was on the Welland Canal in Canada. He 
worked on this project for several years. 

In addition to his contracting business, he was 
also a landowner, farm operator, livestock feeder, and 
shipper. At one time, his holdings of Iowa land were 
exceedingly large. By 1911, he was the owner of 
3,280 acres in Story County. He shipped about 1,000 
head of horses and five hundred head of cattle each 
winter. In 1909, his sale ofhogs amounted to over 
$20,000. 

In 1914, Pete Shugart was hired to pave Lynn 
Street beginning at the Northwestern Depot. He was 
paid $1.51 per square yard. It was the first use of 
reinforced concrete in Iowa. Contractors came from 
throughout the state to observe his work. 

The family home was at 404 I Avenue. Their first 
home at that location burned. The story about town 
was that of all the material possessions in the home 
to be saved, Edith, a true lover of fashionable hats, 
was in the upstairs window throwing out her 
cherished hats! The home was rebuilt of stucco and 
tile and is still recognized as of one of the stately 
homes in Nevada. 

Mr. Shugart died on March 18, 1937. Funeral 
services were held at his home. He is buried in the 
Nevada Cemetery. Edith died January 16, 1963. 

His granddaughter, Marcia Connolly Juergens 
lives in Carmel, California. 

~illiman 
Rothmer I. Silliman was born on March 27, 1842, 

in Sterling, Whiteside County, Illinois. He was the 
son oflra and Melissa (Brooke) Silliman. In 1846, 
they moved to Como, Illinois, where he grew up. In 
1860, he became a bookkeeper for Simeon Sampson, 
a grain dealer in Sterling, Illinois. Two years later, 
he began farming in Whiteside County. He married 
Lucy Newmen of Elk Hom Grove, Illinois, on 
November 9, 1864. She was born on October 16, 
1842. He farmed and taught school in Whiteside 
County. Rothmer and Lucy moved to Wisner, 
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. Recollections and Sketches 
of Notable Lawyers and 

Public Men of Early Iowa 

Belonging to the First and Second 
Generations, with Anecdotes and 
Incidents Illustrative of the Times 

By 

EDWARD H. STILES 

Ref. 

* F' 
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.. S8 5" 

For many years a member of the Iowa Bar; member of its House 
of Representatives, 1863-1864; member of its Senate, 1865-1866; Re
porter of its Supreme Court, 1867-1875; author of Complete Digest 
•f its Decisions from the earliest Territorial period to the 56th Iowa 
~eports. 

"In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which we cannot be 
eprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory 

and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated 
before the mind, compensate, and more than compensate, for the alternate 
pleasures and cares of active life." - SIR ARCHIBALD ALLISON. 

"Personal anecdotes, when characteristic, greatly enliven the pages of 
a biography."-SAMUEL SMILES. 
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lll·:r·ni.LI·:f'Tir l \ ' 0:: ,\.\ lr SJ\I·:Tt ' fll ·: s 

For mer itorious >cn·ices he was prornotPd to lhe rank of Captain. At the Battle of 

Shiloh hr ''il' ,;o severely " ·ounded il> to co mpel hi s resignation in September, 1862 . 
Before ent ering the ~nvi ce he had made such an excellent professwnal reco rd, that 

while ,ldi ;n !he <trn1v . !w ,, .l.' norm:1ald hv the Republican ; , for Distri ct judge of 

his di , lri ct. H e wa,: ele< teJ an d ~er ved 111 thil t capacity w ith such signal ability 

that ht ' ' a' r<'·no rninatrd ,1nd n· -elec ted . l-Ie continued on the di strict bench until 

18 70, "hen hr re.>ig ned ! 0 an epl the a ppointment of Judge of the Supreme Court 

to fill thf' >acancy ca u:;ed Ly the resignation of judge George C. Wright, who had 

been ek<:ted to the Lnited Stales Srnate. Before this, howe,·er, he had been nomi

nated fo,- the po; itton tc, ,,·hich he wa> app ointed by the Republican Con vt>nlion, and 

in the fall oi I 1170. wa~ elected b;.· th e people and by recurring electiom , continued 

in that c,fhce until ] anuary. 1884. He had l>een a candidate for re-election the fall 
before, but l:c wao defeated on account of th e •lp in ion \\'hi ch he had delivered in the 

case hef .•r•' re ferrr rl ln. Th~ t h r <>~ co ncurrmf! judge> ll' ilh him in that opinion mel 
the sa lll<' fatt'. 

"! '' ht, other fine qualitirs may f ,. . ;Hidt·d that of gratef ul remembrance . This 

IS excmp [i fwd L.,.. a friend 1\ l l't t~ r ,. i, i, I, he wrot t> mf in F ebruary, I 889. in which 
he look ··~cc ;~'- l nn in -;a y : 

r rt- JJ· ~.: :iJ Lt·!- -~iiL -~·rar:·~ ! Jd ,- :· 1) : r 1:< -: q·p·1r1 .._.,lJ, ·Jt i \'- a:.:. -~.- ~ 1 : itteri~· a ~:-; ai! ~d 
for'' l;;Jr i Tlll· i : t~~·lh·\·f· d tn 1 ~ , . aiPl !n ' \\ ~~~·lJ t •\t 11 1 !.a\t- b t-•t ·U u dt:-ci:-;iun in ent!rP 
harrnu n·. ·yi: it.h 11-}:'.<.t\ l.Jriu( ··!trJ::..:-: ar11J .,.,iJi< ·!i I ( nl!id n•'t l !;.J\ f ' r~·!'t i :-; t .. d tt' lll<! k (-• \\·ith 
out a :-: :··r;-r.dr·: :,f n •.:1ilhtHHl 

~·k , , ,,:, r:r, th e ~upremr ner.rh thir teen years and ,,·as thrice it ~ C hief ]ust icf . 

His cl~ar ;rnd tc-r;ely written opin ion< \l'di ~.l and as gutJing lan dm ark ; throughout 

all the luture. After hi s retirem~nt from the ben ch ht> removed to D es Moines, 

resum ing iH<!CI;cf th er~ and prommentiy cont inumg i11 it to the time of his death , 

whi ch ;•r:ctnred -uddeP! .\' from heari f<:~ilurf in I HCJH . !-li s wiie, "·ho wa:; Miss 

MineJ\,, \lan!~v. ,,f j elferson Cu urrl y. Oh io. di,· d a f ew weeb before hi s death, and 

douLt i••·, II;~' ''~'~" ''. ,,f tl w l ,erf<l ·: ~rn e nl lwstei>ed hi> t•wn death . 1--! e left sur vivi ng 

him , .'- I X '''!l' and O!r e d augl:le r · C urti < 1. .. and Ceorge , who became prominent law

yers in (lm.,ha: Charle o: ~.'!. , '' man ui fine litera ry accomp li shment s, who became 

edih,r ,,j tLe :-:iuux l'a: ls .-\ rgtJ>- l.t~dcr , Q;;kot a: H arry R., \l'h o became an eminent 

electri c ,,J en;.stnen: f ·~ dwin M .. who f,ecamt ~rni nent a f, a physician: J a me:, C ., ] r., 
who "'h '' la·.q·Pr. ··ngaging tn tLP pract ic e "· ith hio: father , and attaining a fine 

standirw. at thf' Lar T he onlv daughter . ;\l ary , became the wi fe of Edntond B. 
Edga i. " pr<Hlltl!ell' j,,, .. \C'I , J \ ·l il!rteJr;nli s / \ l\ nf them receiv ,·d a co llegiate 
educa11 " 11 

·1 Lf !J-! tJ IT•t' l m el ( 'don.·/ ju /,n S, n/1 \\·a ; at tlw f-{ <" lllll CJ fl «I the Ptoneer Law 

Makf· r- · .. \ ... " '"'''' i1 al f), ., \ l '>illf"' . IIi I WlK. r, [ \\ lll('h ht> \\'J ' lh t" n Pres id~nt. 
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flow '" plci!IJiul!y a> 1\C cou ld Wish from the gri ndin gs ol th e po litica l m <~C. hincs 
now so much in vogue. 

Colonel Scott ,,·as a descendant of Hugh Scott and expended much labor and 

pains in compiling the m'l.terial for a book containing 35 0 pages, entitled "Hugh 

Scott, an Immigrant of 16711 . and His D escendants, by John Scott," printed by his 

grandson, J oh n Manor Scoll , a\ Nevada, Iowa , a more extended notice of which 

will be foun d in Volume T,,·o , Third Series of the Annals of Iowa, page 248. 

He was a graduate o f Franklin Col lege, Ohio; studied law and was admitted to the 

bar in that State in 154 5. The following year, in 1846, he enlisted as a soldier 

in the 1\ilexican \Var and sen·ed under the command of Cassius M . Clay. H e was 

captured and made prisone-r of 11·ar for several month s. He came to Nevada, 

Iowa , in 1856. and was a ft erv.-ards elected to the several public offices before men

tioned . While he was se rYing his first term in the State Senate, in 1861, he resigned 

his seat to accept the Lil"utenant-Colonelcy of the Third Iowa Infantry , and in 1863 

was made Colone l ol the Thirty-Second Iow a Infan.try. Some of the battles in 

which he ''as engaged \\·h il e leading these commands have already been referred 

to. In 186-t he resigned his command and ret urned to his home in Nevada . The 

period fnr ,,·h ich he wa:; Li r utenant-G overnor \\·as durin g th e administration of Gov

ernor l\lcrrill. ; \mong other positions which he held and honored were that of 

President of the S tate i\gricultural Society; of the Stat e Improvement Stock Breed

ers' A ss0cia tion , and of th e S tate Road Improvemen t A~sociation. He was a 

trenchant and gr aph ic writer, and contributed largely to the journals of his time . In 

addition l o the ge ne a logic<l.l history of J ohn Scott and his descendants before referred 

to , he "'I' thf a uthor o f the Hi ~ tory o f th e Thir ty-Secon d Iowa Infant ry. In M a

!\onic circirs h<' 11·as prominent and 11·as [\,·ice elected General Master of the Grand 

Lodge o f lo11·<1 -- in 186<). and again in 1870. 

fohn F. Duncomb e. 

Concernin g j al:n F. Duncombe, I should like to say much. At the reum on 

of the P ioneer Law Make rs' A ssociation, in I 898 , he read a paper which will 

prove a fin e con tribution to history; on the Spirit Lake Relief Expedition, of which 

he was a heroic me mber, and which w ill be found in the printed proceedings of that 

reunion. He 11·as a n extraordinary m an from almost any point of view . There 

are some pnnce ly looking men "·ho~e majesty extends no farther than their good 

looks. !1ut here " ·as one in 11·hom 11·erc combined both persona l and intellectua l 

majc~ ty. l 'nusualh· talL but \\·ell p roportioned, full chested, erect, with his finely 

poised head thro11·n hack. hi~ fine face beaming with intelligent power, his manly 

voice able to make itself clearly heard above the ordinary din of assemblages, he at 

once attrac ted attention and fix ed the eye of the beholder. As I recollect it , his 

hai r was a triAc inc lined to cur l, and I never saw him in one of the attitudes just 

indicat ed. ,,: ith r:;ut th ese familiar lines running through my mind: 
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MR. PRESIDENT-Your special committee, appointed to prepare resolutions 

concerning the life and character of Col. John Scott, respectfully report as 

follows: 
WHEREAS, Col. John Scott. a member of the State Senate in the Eighth 

and Twenty-first General As~.emblies and Lieutenant Governor of Iowa in 
theyears 1868-1870, departed this life September 23rd, 1903, at his home in 

the city of Des Moines, lowa, therefore, be it 
Resolved, That :n the death of Col. John Scott the Pioneer Lawmakers' 

Association lost one of its most brilliant members; the State one of its most 
distinguished citizens, and the nation one of its bravest defenqers in its hour · 

Resolved, That the Senate joins with the citizens of the communities in of need. 

which he lived for nearly half a century, in sorrow at his loss and tenders 

to his family and friends its sincere sympathy in their bereavement. 
Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions suitably engrossed be trans-

mitted to the family of the deceased by the Secretary of the Senate. 
C. J. A . ERICSO:S, 

P. W. CRAWFORD, 

D. A. LYONS, 
Committee. 

Senator Ericson m moYing the adoption of the resolution 

spoke as follows: 
MR. PRESIDE:\T~ Although the time of the session is valuable, 1 feel that 

I must ask the indulgence of the Senate while I pay a brief tribute to the 

memory ol on,e of the early pioneers of Iowa. 

Col. John Scott was born in Jefferson county, Ohio, Aprill4, 1824. 
Like many other men who have achieved distinction his early life was passed 
working on a farm in the summer and attending the district school in the 
winter, his advantages being few, but such as they were he improved them 
to the utmost and at the age of sixteen years he began his career as a school 

teacher receiving as compensation sixteen dollars per month. 

In the spring of 1843, with a friend, he explored the settled portions of · 
iowa territory, being the eastern part from Dubuque to Muscatine, travel
ing on foot and carrying a leather portmanteau with a surveyor's compass. 
During this trip the agencies of the Sac and Fox Indians were visited, and 
two nights were spent in the building occupied by the interpreter, which 
can still be seen from the cars of the C., B. & Q. railroad when passing 

Agency City. 
After his return home he again began supporting himself by teaching, 

also studying law, and in his twenty-first year was admitted to practice ou 

examination before the Supreme Court of Ohio. 

In 1846 while teaching in Shelby county, Kentucky, be enlisted in 
Humphrey Marshall's Regiment of Mounted Volunteers for the Mexican 
war, and with his regiment was mustered in at Louisville, going to Mem
phis by boat, from there marching over laud to Camargo, Texas, on the Rio 
'.7raot1e, J an'tary 23. 1847 . i::J. company with Cassius M. Clay of the same 
regiment, and o.c·;enty ~{ne;$, _,e was captured hy 3000 Mexican cavalry and 
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their imprisonment lasted until October, during which time he was marched 
nearly 2000 miles under guard and confined in many prisons, the most noted 
that of Santiago City of Mexico. 

On his return from the Mexican war he again resumed teaching , having 
been elected principal of the New Bath Seminary, at Owingsville, Kentucky . 
In 1852 he bought and published the Kentucky Whi~ at Mt. Sterling, 
Two years later he came to Iowa and entered some land in Benton and 
Tama counties, and in 1856 determined to make Iowa his future home and 
located in Nevada, Story county, where he practiced Ia w and was a dealer 
in real estate . 

In 1859 he was elected to the Senate in the Eighth General Assembly, 
from the district composed of Boone, Story, Hamilton, and Hardin 
counties. The session of 1860 was important including the revision of the 
code, also making the same conformable to the constitution which was 
adopted in 1857. 

In the breaking out of the war in the south, Col. Scott entered the 
service of his country (in May, 1861) as Captain of Co . E, Third Iowa Vol
unteer In{a'ntry, and later commissioned .Lieutenant-Colonel. 

In August, 1862, he was commissioned Colonel of the Thirty-second Iowa 
Infantry. The service of this regiment was highly hoi10rable to the com
mand and especially distinguished itself in the Red River campaign and in 
the battle fought at Pleasant Hill, La ., under the command of Col. Scott, 
April 9, 1864 . 

In 1867 Col. Scott was nominated and elected Lieutenant Governor of 
Iowa and presided over the Senate of the Twelfth General Assembly with 
ability and honor to himself and universal satisfaction to its members. 
Later he was again elected to the Senate of the Twenty-first General As
sembly. 

Col . Scott was a Free Mason of high degree , being a Scottish Rite 32, 
and having served as Grand Master of Iowa. 

The offices of honor and responsibility to which he was elected are too 
numerous to mention here ; suffice it to say, in public life Col. Scott was ever 
conscientious and faithful. Straightforward and direct, he sought only the 
right, and once thoroughly convinced what the interests of the -people de
manded, nothing could swerve him from his convictions. He submitted to 
no dictation anq acknowledged no master save duty . 

Col. Scott was a resident of Nevada until a few years ago when he re
moved with his family to Des Moines, where he lived quietly at his home 
until his death September 23, 1903 . 

His later years were spent among some of his life long friends and com
rades until he entered that undiscovered country from whose bourne no 
traveler returns. 

Extemporaneous remarks were also made by Senator Crawford. 

The resolution was unan-imously adopted. 
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