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3. Significant events for example: 

A. Busines 

~JI: .. lJ~r/-l.l.l.~ --,/! c( .. i~Jt, cAI/e.,_..4/.•-.l 

4. Church membership __________________________________________ _ 

5. 

6. 

A. Local ¥r~·:.JY:i§'_ph·-....· 

B. .t--r.-:r~:t,: (/ /%6tf~/Rtf9 I ,.--Tl•t,--,_1./V ,Nf .£t;::ti; 
' / v 

t/ 
C. National ________________________________________________ _ 

9. Names of parents~~~;_fhJ-==£~·~-----------------------------------
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lO.Education ~ Hrf&( ~~-44,./.r-~~d ffl p,-L,_,r_ 

.J.~U#:~ t;---;,:.! ;Vr/~,4/.' A .Af->tF - t,.l.~·.lj'~ i'~~ .. 

11. 

12. Other 
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· llttlfl mart, not to. ·'"'Y an(r)'. , / _7 • _ 
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Th~y"ve dllloCO\'~rffl a new prOCf'U : Fub..e-fal Monday .for 
for makhl{ tapNtrle. & ru~" l ·) . · 
whlr.h f'lhntn&t~ thf' tantutt• - . Forrnef-""1} QStlce. 
fiKU!'efl k dull c·olor~~ of fR(W'atrlf'll Th .. 

1 
· 1 N . .., - · I ( • "'' at•r'a owa ••• Strvv• . ) 

many C'Utturf'd younK woml'n llkf' ~PlRIT l ' 'F I J d 
t hanK O\'er thf'l davenport. Th,.~·'Ji l • .A.K 4

' A.- U ge .. 
bfl ablfl to UIWI thfl mo11t modf'rn fl. Robln:~on, 93, former member: 

I ' &<'f'nes 1.; hrlKhff'r f'Oiors. of l he · Iowa au pre me court, died 

* * • late ThunidRy Rt his aumm~r home 
Rut, thou~h they could mi\OU• j :'lrt 

facture . thrl'le In- IIUch quHnlltll'a on Weill. Okobo ~ lake a_,er a long 
&.II to put lhf'm within t.he rf'Rrh 11111nf'l'lll. .r -"' · 
o:_ all ot Ill!, will they do thil1? , He w!\"ft"' hor:n In Frf'mont, ni., 
No! Thl'y'll wcllve only R few of '!1 

Mlly 2R, lR43. He ·WAll educatf'd 
uch de!!l~n. !'Ill thry'll bf' wllhlr• there and f'nllllted ~~'company H, 
t.he rf'&Ch of only the rich hoy11 

·ho clln pay hundredll & th.ou- 115th Illlnolll lnfllntry. He wu 
nd11. ' dlubted In ' the battle of Chl<;a-

• • • mauga and r~turned home lo en-
Thf!y'd m~tk"' mort~ moM}' tf'r Illinois State Normal~l. . 

(that'll whlll·- thf'y're after, l11n't 
It 'l) II they'd turn them out by the Later, he taught at Wuhlng· 
thoullanrt. II. put beauty \\'lthln the ~nlveralty -;;r- st: Louis,, prac-
n-~h ot all • • • • Incidentally, tiM! tlced ' law in Storm • lAke and 
f'Xpt"rtA · aay tbfl <'.Oior~ ln oil paint- llerved ~th houllu of the leg!Ala· 
lnJII ar-8 UIUJilJIY not w.hat - they lure from 1876 to 1886. He waa 
11hould '"'; thRt hHlnlt•Jv better . ' 
C'nior~~ un he ca • · & . 11upr::_~me_ court ju,tlce tr9.m 1888 

ot control fr'om\1900 to .1913. . 
He wa11 marrf~d twice •.. He Ia 

lJUrvlved by two *>na, two daugh
ters and hla aecond wife. He bad 
llv~d here· alnce 191~. · 

Funeral .ervlcea will ·be ·&t th~ Kelvin Ro . ·_~_:_oi~_:~_q~fraj~ 
L~~~~;~;__J.t;~~-r;t-~~~~i=-=-wn~~iiboO&ar;rd[i;ed;J--;.&~ti!Jit~•e~;r~w;ttttbh~hl~ mother . at ~eilbour . 

the .Rev. Hetbe Marah In charge. 
Burial wHh ~Uitary ritea wlii be 
at Storm Lake. 

. ~ . 
1 0,000-mlle journ~y .to .Temple . unlverAlty . h• 
Penn., wher-8 he will unde~co · an operaUon tor 
Inch nail from . hl11 lunr. AWttrall&n phytdcla&' 

YUONUDTE· .~R IBSICKTILRLU~K ;· ·tt·m,p~ .~. ;: :;;sJ~ec9• 
. ,, my-tute, the prettlMt of the 

_:_fft~_ICILlloenML.p.l&tee .aeen- on- thef--_,________ ---'------'--:----_ ~---- --,-_ ~-~-- ~ -~--. ' ; The' -Wtfathe~-~~~-- \- -~,TJes'- -M ( 
.· trtuuleontmental hlcllway• Thrown From Bicycle . 8ATVJlDA\'; MA\' ·30,-u:ie • . .\ · r'AsswoR£-n, 

are thoee · of Hawall .• -Vlrcfnla. ' . . . . . LOC'AL-Gelletally . fair. : . . . : :' ' ' Jette II., Flid 
·: Oft'Arlzona'• appears tlle name of at Davenport. . IOWA-;Qmerally talr . Mnt~ •• and . ·••t. T.A,_LTZI:R-Har-
... · · ._ .......... .. : unetttlt!d · utreme . "Well; r111nc ~~ra- ,. ..l~. _Friday at . -e~eoua .. .,: not a._. l'IAea. . . tor.• flrlt . tod'a:ri._ sunday unetttle •bow· · · ·, . , :. · . . _ 

. . -:,· ;: .. i . _ .. , • . • . . • . (TM Rtfhtlr'l Jowal'tn1 BfrYict-.) en and. ~me_w:nat . cooler . north 111,.. . . - p· ·Jk. · . . 
· ·" · ·· · : · ' - · DAVENPORT, JA.-T hom a 1 JLLJNOIII-.-ll'alr , today and llunday; "ri•· 0 L1c 
~~-:- < M~ine ~dvertis8s it i~ ''V,. r: 111 - lr>." ·~,..., •• "' ' ' '.... • .... -~'!"' t""~ ~ . ,., . - ' • . -



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

~ ·~-

-ll_f_o-·r __ J_u_;_:~.-ge-. R-. -Obinson,PiOne,er Aitorneuls torm 
Is Latd to Rest at . Slorin Lake I . -- . . 

~ 11 ce Is . -j~'"'" (;. S. ""';'"'"" of Spl" I. : memb< TK "'' .,,,,,.~;,·.~ -!'t-)':t n I • .. '.~ll J 0 u t A. he 
T d 

. I Litke . a Civil war vdc·ran :u\d \ .Anw_r i<::lll Lt·~l\)}1 ;I tt Cll"tr·d .lll t• . c . 0 ay fontwr Storm Lake lawyer. wlto Vit:t·s a t. the gl'<t \'P . .\3 Wa\T ( 
. ·ctir~d Thursd:~;,.: nig-ht was b\trit•r!, . .I>it·s oil !J ::rd Birthdav : • · J · . 

1~er of Lakeside · 
·s as Shock ·to 
Frieuds. 

·nee, one of 
w tn an~\ .l.!;er 

' 1 n~~;ort. died 
> ~ pit~tl.Si1tu 

•<llt uck, as 
plicemia, follow
m en rly 111U rs
>r' ruptllr:c>d ap
v;t s ·l:i yvars. 9 

d:1y .s of age at I 

d v<l!h. I 
~lonn Luke on 

I ' ~. ;tt which ' 
; L . . , t lw r - i n - I; 1\V. 

S;w Cit:-:, pur
,;tk• •:--i de Bc·ach 
.l'.!'llCc was well 
~~ ~ CO tnlllllllltY und JUDGE· G. S: ROBINSON 

.Jud ;.:·c Hob1nso n di ed a t hJ. , :; tJ!I1- I 
mer hOlll l' 'Tl!ursd :t \' nit •. il l on lli si' :'ll · .4 • • 1 · • . Is 1, anhallltn g- a .... < D3rd lJirtllclay, "-llt·r IH' tl <ld t'llJo~·pcl · · 
a quir· t birthday ann1vnsar,v \\'lth I Than ::1 Per Cent 
his wrft' Hl· s pp n t t il e \\'inLt•r lwd- Thus Far R(' t 
fa s t In Spirit La ;.;!' . 

. S c n ·icr:- to t.iw yot t Lh tJl l lll' tnld -

\w·st. tlw "tau· itf !own ;tnrl 1t:> . \Villi s C. Eds on, 
rwoplr v.w; tl ll ' li f (' o t' . I 'l' k! . I t<·.!J - I \':I tl did a ((• for 1 i(• Ll 
in son . liP <•l>taiJtt •r! It! ~, ~ cltooiJJtl-(; . .-rs-f'("';;T!tnn 

L~-~L--'Fl'-t"ftltlt. l t :-- tl! :-;--th·,..--~111' ()! !t~t-!it-l::-''V• . ' · 'M 
and it was t!l!' t t. : llat 11•· I c()nltng to report ~ 
I'll t l \(' llll i ()!I "I Ill :• \\' 1L lt : I\'1 ()ill L' :..; l hi s ; If t L' I'! 

. C l •ntp . tlt ~ II. Onl~ li,lllltl rt •d F it - 1 
t'Vl't', with . ulH>llt 

teenll1 lll lur>ls· lllfantry : II· ·. was l>rt•\'incts n·p11 rtill) 
disablt' d lit tlw lJill th ' of CllaKan w - I'd thnt he m:~v ll< 
gu;t fLJI(l \\' :t .'i rt·tiJJ'll!·d· tu h• ~ lt ct!Itt ' · • 

In unndJ<tLI'l\' nft•·t d lsl'!t:tn· <· rrlllll p!·l'l't'lll <lnd th;tt tl 
1!11· arrn y . ll l!' ~· <l tli . ll allt'tl<lt •c l ll'.l .l - ; go to. th e st.alt' l'OI 

wrh Stat•· N• 1rtnal collt·u •· <ttl<! llWtl 1 1 Ic is runni 11g 1, 
wen t to \Va.·;lll n !:lon ll'lii\Trs Jl.y Ht \ · 

1 1 . ''('!I 'I I JI'(' .Sl 'tl t St . ·l .ouh to t~"al'.h. I! !· lll'ld tit· - '
1
· · <} , 

· 1 < > 1 >t · 11 • \' ·r' ll 111 Hi 11 I g !'f 't'!-. fl'l/111 liot l1 \V;t.~ ltl ll < I.Oll I I Ili - . - ' 

vt·rstt v ttttd tlw t i nt\' f·r ~.i t.y nt lo\-1-H . ' cent;tgc. 

111 Law · J'Jadit·t· llt·n· .j. Edson .. s we.p~ I 
Till' ~t•tl l H: attotlli'.i' r~st.H lJllsl!t•d , C.'(l\!Jl!y With 2, .1 •1H 

a law Jll<tl'ltt T in SL(IJ'IIl J.u k, 111 _ McBi rnie pnlll'd . :!. 
I B70 :t!Hl (:l !lti l llfl'<i 1 111'!'\ ' lllllil '. Btll'l'tl . }()K . Tlit'l 

l t ·lilt!( · · ~rtrrlt ' wlt l1 lllilltury honors in tlw Str•rrn ~ · 
:-;to r -•s.o.; ,' · - JI·JiHI l! tl: -: t ll!.: ll1at l l lllf ' !11· ~; c·r v r · tl. nwndotts local itt!• 
llllt lll'l'() ll ~ frlt-nd:; . Lake crnu•t ery Monday tdl t•rnoort. · 1 1 

. 
l')t•!c.·f Ill })1;1 I I I '>W.' t •;, or t h·· Iowa l' i'.h- , ''.(/Jllt·s·t. 

~" un<: ral st·rvic t\s \\'e re a t · luturP . In IHHR . cr . S. l ~obin :"o n " . 1uth Hakuta. 
"OakmPn·" Ius E~>ra lh arvP W<'' t · 1 · 1 1 I .<' tlt·r· l't'PC>t ·t."-' r' r1 '.> • • • • .. v.a~ 1· t·\·,tt •·· '" t 11· ~ll p :· t · f!H' c;ourt. - ·' 

Lnwn·ncf' was born Okoboji lakP. cottage undt~r d i r ·c · . ll"IICJ', • il Iowa . whnt· lit· c :llttlnttt ·:! S('!l. Di_ckillSUll. lt 
at Ht.ratrord, ::;. D. tlon of ·HPv. Herbe rt. Mursl1 of $pir-· til s'r' t vt· •:nt 11 1 !lfl :t ·. Dllrlnr.; lth . f 
1. In marria~f' .to It I ·tk l' after which tl l(' IJml v wa ~; nominal JOn or St 

" . ~- ·. l tcrtn :t ·. a ~; uprPnrc · c· tlltrt Jw;tit'f:. lH· 'H) 000 Vlites rnore 
an·ll I H. l!l!U. and brotll.:ht. to Storm Lakf' for >IJrla f ' lt•clurt'd m t11c la w dr p ~lfllll~' llf. of •

1
. '·t ·}. . : . . ,· . , j 

,, :-.on . • Willard Jr ., 1 Members of the Spirit Lake Post u · thf· l'llt\' t·:srty 01 y,Jwn from I ll!)() , ltll 1·b r,ecCIVU 

11. I the American · L er,tCill . · se r ved ·as: to woo . 1 than half the preci 
I ~.l l!'ViVP by a Jor- l~c·a~rrs. co.~wndc ~ · P. M;ltsnn. Upon l'f' tir<•tn(' lll from tlw !;U- ing. 
They nrc WalLer Stn~ n; . ~kc 11 only xurvlv:ng ·Ci vt l ' premP comL bPnch. Ju cl~r. flt'l'bln- · l. r eor~P A. Wilso·n c 
v'illiam and Harry Will H',lcran . and a numl.>er of til e ' son o(•rvl'd a~· a rncrnh t' l' of tllr j . 

. I ' · · · · ' tPP"l''S to hav e~ won ; lvlng nrc his wife;. ! board of control o~ r;tate lnstlt.utiowr I' ' ·' · . 
Dor" M. Lawren.cc D h' s . . . .. . .. 'I u~-+tl • l!H~. : At ·_•hut •true hl' rP-tlred ,tion fm· ~o\'cr.nor. ,. II< 
two..,frbthcfi('':ftoy . . eat . llltlltlOfiS ' . : r:::m active scr~lce l~nd f's t.ah lt ~;hcd 1 of John M. Orimr:-;, 

·cnee or Abcnkt~n . . _ . ! Ill!> redden~.f at Er.;ralharvr: on w,~; t 1 enmJ J('Lilo r and is gain 
Vc rn\0. Lawrrncc- M ., D· , ' I(. ~ , : Oko boji. Juclgp H.oblnsor, was lww.· I roll 111 

Lnkc; his brotlwr- fS. (}f (.l '\.) USC i mn.rrled. His tlrst wife was Miss 1

1 

I . ,, : fl . · . f 
1Pr, J. L. Fig!; one · · i JPan et te Gorhaf!l. They WPrP tlw . .':tt:·:·t R1.'':s. ~nt:' 
MrR. Orville Lawr- ! pare n ts of Jour children. all of' l teu. iH .ct tlll s .l.!tf'tllrc 
otT· -·· relatives and Taken Suddenly . Ill While I wh<>m s urvivP . · She died Nove mber, · ll . ~ - Scnat 

'fhou~ht on Road to Rccov- . -i 4, 18!>3. Jnd~e Robinson. rparrwd I , 14 IR out of 2.442 
T d . · 1 on Jun e 27. Iglo . Mrss Clair0. Ltmd- Dit:kl nmn - li:! .72fl. · 

·· ue~ ay cry-Burial Sunday. 
1
.bPck. wlth wl?om he ha·d }J('f'n a s -, { Brookhn.rL--:12 .!'1~ 8 . 

es were llf'ld O:t - -,- · 

1 

soelai.('d a~ 11 nwtnhr r nf the bonrd Llnvlllc -- - l~) . t fl: ! 
.rrlan church this Marly f rit·tH!s wen~ Hhoci-:Pd :H lh;~ r~ f r·o~l.t rol. . M, · :·:;, H.o bln so tl ;~n<l llt s 

1 

M<~ 11 i11.n~ - . 2 1. trn . 
. )011 nt 2:30, follow- sudden death o( Mrs. Willi a m i ehlldt c: n su t\ ~H. BakP r-- 18.708. 
at the Hughes Fu- Kruse which occurred Friday ni ~h't. 1 _______ ,___ _ _____ · Cftanr.y~No rq)orl. 

! 0~~~~~~~d. ~-~i1~~= ~~~'1';,",?.~~~.\~ar.~~ .. ,;ur~.is~;.~; , ,,.~.o t11is : Jlt~ni~nn M :Hl I <~m· f'J'Illlr 
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GIFFORD S. ROBINSON 

Served on the Iowa Supreme Court from January I . 1888, until December 
31, 1899. For three years he was Chief Justice. 

Born at Tremont , Illinois, May 28, 1843. Graduated from the Illinois Stale 
Normal University, where, after graduation, he taught for several years. He 
enlisted in the Civil War as a private and was severely wounded at Chicka
mauga. After the war he studied law at Washington University where he 
graduated in 1869. In 1870 he moved to Storm Lake in Buena Vista cou nt y, 
Iowa, where he entered upon the practice of his profession. 

He was a member of the House of Representatives in the Sixteenth General 
Assembly and a Senator in the Nineteenth. Twentieth. dnd Twenty-first 
General Assemblies . Af ter his service on the court he was appointed to 
membership on the Iowa Board of Control where he served from 1900 to 1913. 

Justi ce Robinson died at Wf,st Okoboji ldke i\lay ~ll . 19:!6. 
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::servea on me 1owa ::supreme coun trom January 1, UHHS, until uecemoer j 1, us~~ !'age 1 or 1 

IOWA JUDICLA.L BRANCH 

< Previous Next > 

Gifford S. Robinson (1888- 1889) 

Served on the Iowa Supreme Court from January 1, 1888, until 
December 31, 1899. For three years he was Chief Justice. 

Born at Tremont, Illinois, May 28, 1843. He was graduated from 
the Illinois State Normal University, where, after graduation, he 
taught for several years. He enlisted in the Civil War as a private 
and was severely wounded at Chickamauga. After the war he 
studied law at Washington University where he graduated in 
1869. In 1870 he moved to Storm Lake in Buena Vista County, 
Iowa, where he entered upon the practice of his profession. 

He was a member of the House of Representatives in the 
Sixteenth General Assembly and a Senator in the Nineteenth, 
Twentieth, and Twenty-first General Assemblies. After his service 
on the court he was appointed to membership on the Iowa Board 
of Control where he served from 1900 to 1913. 

Justice Robinson died at West Okoboji Lake May 28, 1936. 

<Previous Next> 

www.judicial.state.ia.us 
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THE BENCH AND BAR 
OF 

IOWA 

Illu.strated tuith Steel and Copper Engra't.Jing.s 

e 

CHICAGO AND NEW YORK 

AMERICAN BIOGRAPHICAL PUBLISHING CO. 
1901 
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BENCH AND R4R OF IO!f'J 

~om e hundreds c>l yote~. .-\~ c;nch rep.,rter lle ellited and published 

\·olume~ S(J t<J t\o inclu,.;iYe . <Jf the de\· i~inn~ "f the Supreme Conrt. 
In lf.\l)-1. \\.estern C>>11t>ge conferred l1Jl"11 l1i111 the honorary degree of 
LL. D. ln l~ly{) -7 tl: e ( ;eneral .\"~emhly of 1o\\a made a complete 

re YIS J0\1 of the ~tat ute s oi J 0\Ya. resnlting in the enactment of the 
"Code of rKrJ;." ,,·hich \Yas edited \,y ~\ fr ElH•r,.;ule. he ha,·ing been 

chosen editor by the nnanimou,; yote of the Legislatnre . He has 

lle\·oted mn~t o£ l1is time fm the last nine yea r:; to the preparation of 
a \York to l1e knmYn a~ the " lo\\·a 1:\: uple'~ Lt\Y Book.'' Tl1is work 

(\Yhich ,,·ill make a rl)yal ucta\u ,.r,\t11lll' d al>nut I . ..j.OO page,;) is ~:early 
C(l111pktecl. It is clesig-ned tu pre:-;ent in a plain but reliable <1 ml orderly 
manner so mnch nf the conl!1HI11 and ~tatt11L: \a\\· c)£ lu\\·a a" ,·itizens of 

ordinary intelligence can ancl ought \>> unrler"\.and. C>r at kast have 
the ready n1cans ot learnin~. -:-rr. F\wr:'c>le. cn n ~i<ler~ th is lJook the 

cr<Jwning \l·ork oi hi s life. nut only un acCC>11nl ni the amount and 
qnality of the la1·J,-Jl' reqnir e(l in its prepar:ctirl11. hut hec;\t1St' oi it s use-

fulness to the common people of his stat e. 

--- -------

H <1 ~ (; n: F ( l R D S l\ l F 0 :\ R U D 1 :\ S t ~J \ . 

.'JIOUX C./TY . 

(,;iffonl Simeon 1\.ubin~on. e::-;.-j nd ge nf the Supreme Com\. of Iowa, 

\YaS born in Tremont. Taze\Yell count y. 111.. '\[ay 28. lf'·-+3· In his 
natiYe state he L'ht;1inecl a cummon and high "cl1uol ec\ncation, and 
:o uhsectnently pmsue(\ a course at the Illinois State l\urmal l..~niversity, 
of ;\onnal. 111. During the CiYil \Yar he ::.crHtl as priYate in Company 
J {, ()ne Hnn(\rer. l am\ Fifteenth Il\innis ,·ol unteer infantry. lJe ing dis

charged on accunnt oi a \Yotmcl receiYed at the l)attle of Chid;amanga. 
Judge Rnbinson \Yas a teacher for a time in \\a~h ingt (l ll Univer

~i ty. St. L ouis. ancl at th e same time ::;tudiecl in ih \a\Y school, from 
,yhich he graduated in the rbs,; ui J8f ll.). He at >.li!CC entered into 

,;ucces~ful practice and t1m~ continued until January 1. 1~88, when 
he ,,as e1natell to the bench of th e ~tate Supreme Courl, retaining 

that positio n until January 1 , J fJOO. H e ha~ :-;erYt:d as a representative 
of the lu\\·e r hnu~e in th e sixteenth t;enera\ _-\ssemhlY and as a senator 
in the nineteenth , l\\T11lieth anrl t\\elltY-ti r~t Ceneral .\ssemblies. 

l,'rc> lll !Xi)O tu l•)OO he \\aS a kctnrer intl1e 1a\\ department of the State 
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University, which in June, 1895, conferred upon him the degree of 
Since February, 1900, he has served as a member of the 

board of control of the state institutions of Iowa. 
One of the most popular and able members of the state supreme 

bench writes as follows regarding our subject: 
"Judge Robinson was a member of the supreme bench of this state 

for twelve years, and for three of these years was its chief justice. He 
also served in both branches of the Legislature, and was for many years 
a.lecturer in the law department of the State University. He is now a 
member of the board of con-trol. In every department of public 
service he has done most thorough and conscientious work. The 
responsible character of the labor required on the supreme bench, 
coupled with his innate love of jmtice, caused him to study each case 
in all its details and to find a way to do absolute justice between parties 

litigant. 
"A thorough . master of details, when others grew tired of some 

of the drudgery connected with Appellate Court work, Judge Robinson 
seemed to delight in unraveling complicated cases and in applying to 
them the fundamental principles of the law. \Vith a deep and accu
rate knowledge of elementary principles, he ever sought for correct 
conclusions, and although a firm belie,·er in the doctrine of stare decisis, 
he did not hesitate to overrule a previous case when abidingly con
vinced that it was erroneous. As a rule, however, he did not profess 
to be wiser than his predecessors, and was content to abide by former 

-··· . decisions, seeking to distinguish rather than to overrule. 
"His chief characteristics are conscientious devotion to duty ancl 

thorough mastery of detail. In consequence, his decisions show abso-
. ~ ,, 

lute accuracy of statement, and careful application of proper principles 
. .. of law. His mind is essentially analytical and his opinions will live, 
~ ' because of his mastery of detail ancl undivided devotion to duty. 
: .:. __ · . · "He pioneered the way in many instances, and bench and bar are 

· ·.· content with the conclusions reached. 
. "No man can have his characteristics without being a hard worker. 

.· ··: 'This. he has always heen-incleed. at times his labor seemed almost 
',: Intemperate. It need harcllv be a deled that in his judicial work, he 

,'ls;new neither friend nor foe: and that he had the same rules for the 
· ,.:'fivorite at court and the countryman at plow.' " 
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farming and also worked as a common laborer 
until 18 ;> 7. BelieYing the middle " ·est would 
furnish him better business opportunities he 
then came to Sioux City, arriving here on the 
23d of ~Iay of that year. Here he was em
ployed in various ways for a time and later 
he procured a tract of land in what is known 
as Bacon's Hollo\\" and began farming. "~hen 

the Sioux City & Pacific Railroad was built to 
Sioux City he erected the ~Ionntaineer Hotel, 
at the corner of Virginia and Fourth streets, and 
conducted it with succe~s for about nine years. 
He then returned to his farm and in connec
tion with its cultiYation he also did various 
odd jobs, successfully turning his hand to many 
kinds of labor. During this time he r ented 
the hotel, but when SiolLX City experienced its 
first boom he sold his property to good advan
tage, and purchased of S. T. Davis a residence, 
which he occupied fr~m 188fl until 1\JO-!, 

when he sold the property. Economy, cardnl 
management, good busii1ess judgment and en
ergy han• brought to him the succes:; which 
he no"· enjoys and which makes him one of 
the substantial citizens of northwestern Iowa. 

~Ir. K elly was marrieu in 18 5± to ~Iiss 

Bridget Clancey, who was born in Ireland in 
1826, and came to the rnited States in the 
same year in which her husband crossed the 
_\tlantic, landing also in Boston. The: were 
married in Exeter, X ew Hampshire, and her 
death occurred in October, 1901. She was a 
member of the Catholic church, to which ).fr. 
Kelly also belongs, and he gins his po1itical 
support to the Democratic party. 

Jl~DGE GIFFORD S. ROBIXSOX. 

Judge Gifford Simeon Robinson, late chief 
justice of the supreme court of Iowa and now· 
chairman of the board of control of the state, 
is one of the most' conspicuous figures in the 
history of jnrisprudence in this state, having 
gained dist incti,-e preferment at the bar, which 

leLl to higher honors until he· 11·a,; ca lled tu th e 
mu;;t important office within the gift of th e 
state of Iowa in connection with the jnclicin r y 
department. He entered upon the practice of 
his profe;;;;ion in 1870 and his success came 
soon, because his equipm ent was unusnally good, 
he having been a close and eamest student of 
the fundamental principles of la11·. Strong 
mentality and forceful incli,·iduality, combined 
with deep and unselfish interest in the " ·elfar e 
of his adopted state, ha,·e so entered into hi s 
nature as to render him a leader of public 
thought and a molder of public opinion. 

Judge R obinson has spent his entire life in 
the :J[ississippi \ Talley . . ; H e \Yas bom in Tre- . 
mont, T azewell county, Illinois, ~I ay :?8, 1S+3, 
anrl was reared upon a farm, to the ,,.o1·k of 
"·hich his attention was directed thrm1gh the 
summer season, " ·bile in the ·winter months he 
had the opportunity of acquiring a much coYet
ed education, his district school privilege;; bei ng 
supplemented by study in an acaLlcmy. _\.Jl ex
perie11ce entirely different from anything h e 
had as yet known came to him when he 11·as 
nineteen year'> of age. His country was i1l
,·olwd in CiYil \YUr and the patriotism of his 
nat ure being strongly aroused he offere(l his 
sen·ices in defense of the F nion, becoming a 
member of Company H , One Hnndre<l and 
Fifteenth Illinois Infantr:·, "·ith \Yhich he r e
mained in actiYe sen ·ice until after the battle 
of Chickamauga, in which he sustained a se
rious \YOund that incapacitated him for fmthPr 
field sen ·ice and caused his discharge :Jiay ~I, 
1864. 

Follo"·ing his return home J uclge Robinson 
engaged in teaching district schools for a year 
and then resumed his own stndy at the Illinois 
State Normal School, at X ormal , Illinois, 
\Yhere he spent h1·o years. During t\ro years' 
service as a tntor in "\V ashington r niversity at 
St. Lonis, ~Iissouri, he also gan considerable 
time to stndy in the law department of that 
institution, and in ~fa:·, 186!J, on the comple· 

tion of the regnlar course, he was graduated 
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and w11s lld lllitt e<.l to practice iu the sta te and 
federal courts of ::.Iissomi. 

Since 1810 he has been a member of the 
Io,ra ba r , beginning practice iu that year at 
Storm Lake, where he remained f or eighteen 
yea rs. He has gained dist inguished honor s and 
successes as a representat i,·e of his chosen call
ing, o"·ing to the ability \\'ithout 'rhich there is 
no adraucement in his fielLl of labor. He has 
morcO\·er excrci:;ecl st rong and benefic ial influ· 
encc in public affairs and has been the ac· 
kno"·ledg~cl leader in many mm·ements \vhich 
ha,·e had as their basic element the progress 
of the commonwealth. In 1S75 he was elected 
a member qf the Iowa legislature, and the fol
lowing yt>ar he \\·as appointed by Go,·crnor 
Kirkwood a member of the board of directors 
of the new state Xormal School at Cedar Falls, 
anrl was acti,·e in the organization and man
agement of that institution for nearly six yea rs. 

In 188 1 J ndge Robinson w!l s cRilecl upon to 
represe11 t his district in the st ate sena te and 
\Ylls re-elec ted in 1883. In 18S i he \\"H >' el('eted 
a jll(l!l(' of the snpremP conrt of his state nnd 
in 18UJ "·as r enomiuat ('d by acclRmation and 
re-elected for a ~ecollll t (' rm of six yea rs, so 
rh nt he sen ·c(l npon the beuch in the court of 
last n·sor t i 11 Io\\'a for t\1·eh ·e y('ars allll for 
three .wars \\'H" ('hicf justice of the sta te. ~-\. 

man nf unimp('achable character, of unusual 
intellect ual (' lHhnnuents, \l·ith a thorough 1111-

dc-r:> tanding of the la\1', patience, urbanity and 
iwlnstry, he t'-'"k to the bench the ,·ery highest 
l[ nill i fie at ions for this m ost responsible office 
i u the :; rat (' gon'rnmen t, a ncl his record as a 
judge \\'a:; in hat·mony \Yith his recorcl Rs a 
1n:m awl a la,1·ypr, clistingnish('(l b.1· ll!lS\I"E'lT
ing in t<>grity and a mast <> rfnl grasp of eYery 
probl('m pre-;entecl for solution. Gpon his re
tirement frow the ben ch he j oin ed his son, 
T. rolH1l'< l D. R obinson, in the practice of law in 
SioLLx City. nncl \Yas thus engaged for a few 
months. 

.Tnrlge Robinson, in _\pril, lSi~. had mar
riPd "Jf rs .. T nnett(' E. Gnrham. fnrm N l.'" precep-

217 

n es,; of the Kaus;lS State ?\ ormal SchQol a: 
E111poria, 1\:ansas, 11"110 dic(l in X on'mber, 18 !1 3. 
There \Yere four children of this marriage. 

J uclge Robinson is not only widely known 
as a lawyer, lamnaker and judge, but also 
as a lecturer upon the subject of jurisprudence, 
for in 1890 he \1'!\S appointed to such a posi
tion in connect ion " ·ith the la11· clep;utment uf 
the State Cni,·ersity of I owa , and so continued 
until 1900. In 1895 the uniYersity conferred 
upon him the degree of Doctor of Law. He 
"·as appointed by GoYernor Shaw a member of 
the board of control of state inst itu tions, Feb
ruary ~i, HlOO, and is now eo1mect('cl there
\\·ith. H e has lll\\·ays been a snpportPr of the 
H epnbli('an party, hnt in offi ce has ('Yer placed 
the \1·elfare of the eommom1·e!l lth before par
t is a nshi p aml the ad 1·ancemr n t of pn bl ic meas
ures befor e per:>onal aggrandizement. His 
conr:;;(' h11 s l1een snch a;; to reflpc t honor 11nd 
!'l'e(li t npnn the sta te thilt hild honnr('!l him. 

0 . _\, P_\TTERSOX. 

0. _\, Patt er:>on ha:> reached the scYenry
:;en~nth mile-stone on life',; journey aml is now 
li 1·ing rctire(l in Sionx City. ~a tnre seems to 
]w,·c intenLled that man shoul(l ('nj oy a period 
of rest in the CYening of life. In early man
hood he is full of ,-igor, energy and hopeful 
plans ; later comes more mature judgment to 
gnille his actions and render his labors effectiYe 
as factors in the business \Yorld; and then with 
adnu1 ced age his powers a re some\\·hat dimin
ish etl, al t hongh m in te llectnal and moral 
stn·ngth his gro\\·th may h(' cnntinuons. It is 
\1·ell when his effort s of nwture manhood have 
retinlted in the acquirement of a handsome com
petence that enables him to enjoy leisure and 
rest in later life. Snch has been the car('er 
of ::.Ir. Patterson, now an honored and esteemed 
resident of Sioux City. He \\·as born in Craw
fonls,·ille, Indiana, in 1 8~ 7, a son of Peter H . 
n11<l Eliz<l herh ( Dan,;man) Patterson. His pa-
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campaign of 1896 as the author of a reply to Harvey's "Coin's Financial 
School " which was used as a campaign document by the Republican 
National Committee. He also wrote a work on the money question called 
" Iowa and the Silver Question," which was an able discussion of the finan
cial issues involved in the campaign. These publications were regarded as 
among the best statements of the financial policy of the Republican party 
in that campaign and brought the author into prominen t notice. When 
Lyman J . Gage became Secretary of the Treasury he tendered to Mr. 
Roberts the position of Director of the United States Mints, which he 
accepted and at the close of a term of four years be was reappointed by 
President Roosevelt. In June, 1902, he with some associates purchased 
tb.e Iowa Bta.te Register and the Des Moines Leader which were consoli· 
dated under the name of the Register and Leader. Mr. Roberts assumed 
editorial control of the united daily journals. 

GIFFORD S. ROBINSON was born on the 28th of May, 1843, in 
Tazewell County, Illinois. He spent two years in the State Normal Uni· 
versity, then took a two-year course in the Law Department of Wash· 
ington Uninrsity at St. Louis. He taught three years, a portion of the 
time in the Preparatory Department of the University. In August, 1862, 
he enlisted as a private in the One Hundred Fifteenth I llinois Volunteer 
Infantry and served in several of the great battles of the war, among which 
were Franklin and Chickamauga, where he was severely wounded and dis· 
charged from the service in consequence. He came to Iowa in 1870, 
locating at Storm Lake in Buena Vista County where he entered upon 
the practice of .law. Mr. Robinson was soon after chosen mayor of the 
town and in 1875 was elected to the House of the Sixteenth General As· 
sembly to represent the Seventy-first District, consisting of the counties of 
Buena Vista, Pocahontas, Palo Alto and Emmet. Becoming widely known 
a.s a legislator of unusual ability in the fall of 1881 he w as nominated by 
the Republican Convention of the district composed of the counties of 
Woodbury, Plymouth, Sioux, Lyon, Cherokee and Buena Vista for State 
Senator. He was elected, serving six years with marked ability. In the 
spring of 1887 he was appointed Railroad Commissioner by Governor 
Larrabee, but declined. At the Republican State Convention in the summer 
of 1887, he was nominated for Judge of the Supreme Court and elected 
in October. He became Chief Justice in 1892 and at the close of his term 
was reelected. He retired in January, 1900, removed t.o Sioux: City and 
resumed the practice of law. But he was not long left in private life, 
for in February of the same year he was appointed by Governor Shaw 
member of the State Board of Control for six: years. J'udge Robinson was 
a lecturer before the Law Department of the State University, from 1890 
to 1900. In June, 1895, the State 'Cniversity conferred upon him tbe 

degree of LL.D. 
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