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DES MOINES COUNTY. 

llntl his widow married .Mr. Blanke. By this union 
there were eight children, six of whom are living: 
Charles, business manager of t.he Iowa Tribune 
publishing Co. of Burlington; Samuel D. of this 
sketch; Lydia, wife of H. C. W olking of Garfield 
County, Kan.; Emma, wife of A. ·w. Wehmeyer of 
Alton. Ill.; Theodore F. a medical student of Kan­
sas; 1\lartha, wife of Silas Wolking of Garfield 
County, Kan.; two died in youth. 

Samuel D. Blanke, the subject of this sketch, 
received a liberal education, and at the age of 
seventeen was apprenticed to learn the carriage 
trade, serving his time and becoming a thorough 
workman. In 1876 he came to Burlington, where 
for a short time he followed his trade, but two 
years later, in 1878, embarked in the insurance 
business in company with Mr. Karmmermeyer. In 
1880, be formed the existing partnership, and they 
have a business second to none in the city. They 
handle some of the best companies, and insure 
against fire, life, accident and plate-glass. 

\~~ON. JOHN SCOTT PENNEY, one of the 
~~{ leading citizens of Des Moines County, Iowa, 
.· residing on section 29, Benton Township• 

· was born on the farm which is still his home· 
His father, John Penney, was born Sept. 13, 1802, 
in Washington County, Pa. He was reared upon 
a farm, and on the 12th of September, 1822, was 
united in marriage with Rebecca Webbell, who was 
born Dec. 21, 1804, in Westmoreland County, Pa. 
After theit· maniage Mr. Penney rented a farm, 
and also engaged in milling until 1844, when they 
rlecifled to take up their resiqence in this county. 
Starting for the West they crossed the Mississippi 
Nov. 14, of that year, !'ettling on section 29, Ben­
ton Township, which is still the home of our sub­
ject. A farm of 285 acres was purchased, the only 
improvements being a small log cabin and a few 
plowed acres. Immediately the work of cultiva­
tion was begun, and in a short time it became one 
of the finest farms in the township. Mr. and 1\Irs. 
Penney reared a family of seven children, two hav­
ing died in infancy; Joseph, a resident of West 
Burlington, owns and operates a farm in Flint River 

Township; Thomas J. is a Baptist minister at Ash­
land, Neb.; Sarah; wife of ·M. H. ,Jackson, a_. resi­
dent farmer of Benton Township; Phrebe, wife of 
Alvin Todd, a resident farmer of Plattsmouth, 
Neb.; Lydia, wife of W. B. Kaster, of Benton Town­
ship; Amanda, still at home with her. mother; and 
our subject, who has charge of the home place. 

John Penney departed this life Dec. 14, 1886, 
aged eighty-four years; He was a devoted mem­
ber of the Baptist Church, always took an active 
part in Church work, and contributed liberally to 
the upbuilding of the cause of Christ during his 
entire life. He aided largely in the building of 
the old Pisgah Church, and labored faithfully in 
raising funds for its erection. From 1846 until the 
time of his death he served as Senior Deacon. Not 
only in religious, . but also in educational matters he 
was greatly interested, and gave his children the 
best possible ad vantages. In his political views he 
was a Democrat, an earnest worker for his party, 

'and by that organization was elected to the office 
of Justice of the Peace and to the Board of Super­
visors. In 1848 he became a member of the Gen­
eral Assembly, serving one term. Mrs. Penney, 
the mother of our subject, is now in her eighty­
fourth year, and is a remarkably well preserved--­
lady. Since her childhood she has been an active· · 
worker in the Church and Sunday-school. The fif­
tieth wedding anniversary of this worthy couple was 
celebrated Sept. 12, 18i2, at their own home, and 
was largely attended, people being present from six 
different States, and several were present who wit­
nessed their union a half-century before. Their 
anniversary day has always been a glad day- for 
their children, who have now all grown to be Chris­
tian men and women, and do honor to their parents' 
name. 

Our su hject, Hon. John Scott Penney, was reared 
upon a farm and eclucatecl in the common schools 
of this county. Being the youngest of the family 
he remained with his parents until his marriage with 
Miss Irene Hixson, which occurred Sept. 28, 1881. 
Mrs. Penney is a native of this county, and is a 
daughter of Leroy Hixsvn. Two children were 
hom of their union-Eugene Guy and Hubert Gra­
ham. Mr. and Mrs. Penney are members of the 
Baptist Church, of which he is Treasurer. Politi-

/ 
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cally he is a Democrat, and was elected by that 
party a member of the Twenty-first General Assem­
bly in 1886. He was !l. candidate for County Re­
corder in 18/:SO, but was defeated. Mr. Penney is 
a practical farmer and operates about 300 acres of 
land. He makes a specialty of raising small fruits, 
taking great interest in studying the habits of the 
plant:;, and every year ships several thousand quarts 
of berries to the North. Everything on his land 
denotes thrift and inrlustry, and as a business man 
and citizen he receives the respect of all. 

[Qn
~ -~IXON FULLERTON, Sheriff of Des Moines 

)// County, Iowa, anrl one of the early settlers 
~ of the same, was born in the County Tyrone, 

Ireland, on the 12th of July, 1827. His parents 
were John and Lucinrla (Nixon) Fullerton, the 
father of Scotch ar.d the mother of English descent. 
Nineteen children graced the union of this worthy 
conple, seven of whom are living, four daughters 
and three sons, all of whom holrl respectable posi­
tions in the communities where they reside. · In 
early lije John Fullerton was a member of the 
Presbyterian Church, and Mrs. Fullerton was reared 
an Episcopalian, but later both became members of 
the Wesleyan Methodist Church, dying in that 
faith. . 

Nixon Fullerton grew to manhood in his native 
country, receiving a liberal education in the public 
schools. When nineteen years of age, being quite 
an extensive reader, and hearing of the chances in 
America, he decided to try his fortune in a free 
country. Bidding hia father good-by, he 'started 
out for the New ·world. Landing in Charleston, 
and passing through the Southei·n States, where he 
saw the negroes held in bondage, he came to the 
conclusion that if this was what they called freerlom, 
he was ready to return to Ireland. He was then on 
his way to Burlington, but while passing through 
the Slave States, he settlerl one point in his mind, 
and that was that he would never vote the Demo­
cratic ticket, and to this resolution he has always 
adhered. He was among the first to ad vocate the 
Republican principles, and cast his vote in 1856 for 
Fremont. 

Mr. Fullerton was one of the early settlet'S of 

Burlington. taking up his residence there in 1846; \ " : 
Soon after coming to the city he was employed . .q;· .. 
cterk in the store of his brother .John, remaining ~' 
with him until, on account of the gold fever h~ :-.,' ·' .. . r 
1~49, the brother sold out and went to California.' ·:: 
He soon after received employment with J. S. Kim- ::' .. 
ball & Co., remaining with them until 1865. He' · ·. 
was in the employ of C. B . .Parsons for twenty .. ' 
years, from 1867 until 1887, at the end of which ·~,. 
time he was nominated by the Republicans ns f : 

Rheriff of Des Moines County, and was elected over··_., 
the Democratic nominee by four hundred majority, · ; 
overcoming a Democratic majority in the county of . : 
twelve hundred votes. · .. ; ·: 

On the 11th of September 1855, the marriage · of)~ 
Mr. Fullerton with Miss Helen Clarke, a native of".~" ' 
Louisville, Ky., was celebrated. She is the eldes(·;< 
daughter of Alfred Clarke, who came to this county ..,~, , 
some time in the " 30's," settling near Danville. He"',:~.~ 
subsequently removed to Burlington, where he was< 
engaged in the mercantile and milling business. ~1<~ 
Mr. and Mrs. Fullerton !)ave three living ehilitren.;-:; 
-Margaret, Mary Grey and Jennie E. Mr. Fuller- ' ·. 
ton is a memher of the Irish-American .Political .: . 
Association and Vice President of the same. He '. 
is in every sense ()f the word a gentleman, honest. . ; 
straight-forwarrl, and ready to extend a helping i 
hand in any good cause. He has a host of solid:f · 
friends, who consider him in the light of an excel- /: . 
lent host, and will don Ltless remember him into th;;·.~ . 
far future. 

Mr. Fullerton, like the true-born Irishman he is,·:> 
takes an active interest in all institutions calculated ; .. 

:.; 

to ameliorate the condition of his countrymen in his 
native land and is an ardent supporter of home . 
rule. 

P. CALDWELL, a retired farmer residing · 
in Burlington, Iowa, was born in Indiana · 
County, Pa., May 26, 1840, and is a son 
of Robert and Hannah Caldwell, who were 

nnti ves of Ireland, and the parents of four children, 
two sons and two daughters. His boyhood days 
were spent on a farm in his native county, and his · 
early educaLion was received in the common schools. 
About the year 1854 he remo~ed with his 
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1880 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for John S. Penny in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-BOG-ANCESTRY 

t:· 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

~--····· 

Name: John S. Penny 

Home in 1880: Benton, Des Moines, Iowa 

Age: 32 

Estimated Birth abt 1848 
Year: 

Birthplace: Iowa 

Relation to Head Son 
of Household: 

Father's name: John Penny 

Father's Pennsylvania 
birthplace: 

Mother's name: Rabecca Penny 

Mother's Pennsylvania 
birthplace: 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Occupation: Farmer 

Marital Status: Single 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

jannot 
read wnte: 

Blind: View image 
Deaf and dumb: 

Ocffieb1iae 1sa e : 

Idiotic or 
msane: 

Household Name Age 
Members: John Penny 77 

Rabecca Penny 75 
Amanda Penny 36 
John S. Penny 32 
James Calloway 19 

Source Citation: Year: 1880; Census Place: Benton, Des Moines, Iowa; Roll: 337; 
Family History Film: 1254337; Page: 51C; Enumeration District: 104; Image: 0101. 

Ancestry.com and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Satnts. 
1880 United States Federal Census [database on·line]. Provo, UT, 
USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2010. 1880 U.S. Census Index 
provided by The Church of Jesus Christ of latter-day Saints © 
Copyright 1999 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. All 
use is subject to the ltmited use license and other terms and 
conditions appltcab!e to thts stte. 

Original data: Tenth Census of the United States, 1880. (NARA microfilm publicatiOn 
T9, 1,454 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National 
Archives, Washington, D.C. 

Description: 
This database is an tndex to 50 m1llion md1viduals enumerated in the 1880 Un1ted 
States Federal Census. Census takers recorded many details Including each person's 
name, address, occupat1on, relationship to the head of household, race, sex, age at 
last birthday, marital status, place of birth, parents' place of birth. Additionally, the 
names of those hsted on the population schedule are linked to actual images of the 
1880 Federal Census. Learn more .. 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Gift Memberships 

Corporate Information careers PRIVACY POUCY Terms and Conditions 

Ancestry .com 

http:/ I search. ancestry .com/ cgi -bin/sse.dll ?indiv= 1 &db= 1880usfedcen%2c&rank=O&gsfn= ... 

Page 1 of 1 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for John S. Penny in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-80Q-ANCESTRY 

.c: 1997·2010 Ancestry.com 

Name: JohnS Penny 

Birth Year: abt 1848 

Birth Place: Des Moines co 

Gender: Male 

Marital Status : Married 

Census Date: 1885 

Residence state: Iowa 

Residence Des Moines 
County: 

Locality: Benton 

Roll: IA1885_ 177 

Line: 22 

Family Number: 186 

Neighbors: View others on gage 

Household Name Age 
Members: John S Penny 37 

Irene Penny 28 
Guy Penny 2 

Source Information: 
Ancestry.com. Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 [database on-line). Provo, 
UT, USA : Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2007. 
Original data: M1crofilm of Iowa State Censuses, 1856, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915, 
1925 as well various special censuses from 1836-1897 obtained from the State 
Historical Soc1ety of Iowa via Heritage Quest. 

Description: 
Th1s database contains Iowa state censuses for the following years: 1856, 1885, 
1895, 1905, 1915, and 1925. It also mcludes some head of household censuses and 
other spec1al censuses from 1836-1897. Information available for an individual will 
vary according to the census year and the informatJon requested on the census form. 
Some of the information contained m this database though includes: name, age1 

gender, race, birthplace, marital status, and place of enumeration. Learn more . . 

Ancestry.com Slog Affiliates Gift Memberships 

Corporate Information careers PRIVACY POllCY Terms and Conditions 

Page 1 of 1 

Ancestry .com 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

1900 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for John S. Penny in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-SOG-ANCESTRY 

.<;; 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

Name: JohnS Penny 
[John S Pensey] 

Home in 1900: Mill Creek, Bourbon, Kansas 

Age: 52 

Birth Date: Feb 1848 

Birth place: Iowa 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Relationship to Head 
head -of-house: 

Father's Pennsylvania 
Birthplace: 

Mother's Pennsylvania 
Birthplace: 

Spouse's Name: Irene Penny 

Marriage year: 1882 

Marital Status: Married 

Years married: 18 

Occupation: View on Image 

Neighbors: View others on 12age 

Household Name 
Members: JohnS Penny 

Irene Penny 
Eugene G Penny 
Hubert G Penny 
Elizabeth Hixon 

Source Citation: Year: 1900; Census Place: Mill Creek, Bourbon, Kansas; 
Roll: T623_471; Page: 18; Enumeration Distnct: 46. 

Age 

52 
41 
17 
15 
69 

Ancestry.com. 1900 United States Federal Census [database on­
line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2004. 

Original data: United States of Amenca, Bureau of the Census. Twelfth Census of the 
United States, 1900. Washington, D.C.: Nattonat Archrves and Records 
Administration, 1900. T623, 1854 rolls. 

Description: 
Thts database 1s an mdex to mdtvtduals enumerated tn the 1900 United States 
Federal Census, the Twelfth Census of the United States. Census takers recorded 
many details includmg each person's name, address, relationship to the head of 
household, color or race, sex, month and year of birth, age at last birthday, marital 
status, number of years married, the total number of children born of the mother, the 
number of those children livmg, birthplace, birthplace of father and mother, if the 
individual was foreign born, the year of immigration and the number of years rn the 
United States, the citizenship status of foreign-born individuals over age twenty-one, 
occupation, and more. Additionally, the names of those listed on the pepulation 
schedule are lrnked to actual rmages of the 1900 Federal Census. Learn more .. 

Ancestry .com Blog Affiliates Gift Memberships 

Cor!X)rate Information Careers PRIVACY POUCY Terms and Conditions 

Ancestry .com 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Kansas State Census Collection, 1855-1925 - Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for John S. Penny in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-80()-ANCESTRY 

'-~: 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

Name: JohnS Penny 

Census Date: 1 Mar 1905 

Residence Bourbon 
County: 

Residence state: Kansas 

Locality: Fort Scott Ward 4 

Birth Location: Iowa 

Family Number: 103 

Gender: Male 

Estimated Birth abt 1849 
Year: 

Race: White 

Line: 15 

Roll: ks1905 11 -
Household Name Age 

Member(s): John S Pennv 
Irene H Penny 
Hubert G Penny 
Alice Penny 

Source Information: 
Ancestry.com .. Kansas State Census Collection, 1855-1925 [database on-line]. 
Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry .com Operations Inc, 2009 . 
Origtnal data: 

56 
48 
19 
16 

1855 Kansas Territory Census. Microfilm reel K-1. Kansas State Historical SocJety. 

• 1856~ 1857, and 1858 Kansas Territory Censuses. Microfilm reel K-1. Kansas State 
Historical Sooety. 

• 1859 Kansas Terntory Census. Microfilm reel K- 1. Kansas State Historical Society . 

• 1865 Kansas State Census. Microfilm reels K-1- K-8. Kansas State Historical 
SoCiety. 

• 1875 Kansas State Census. Microfilm reels K-1- K-20. Kansas State Historical 
Society. 

1885 Kansas State Census. Microfilm reels K-1- K-146. Kansas State Historical 
Society. 

• 1895 Kansas State Census. Microfilm reels K-1 - K-169. Kansas State Histoncal 
Society. 

1905 Kansas State Census. Microfilm reels K-1 - K-181. Kansas State Htstorical 
SoCiety. 

1915 Kansas State Census. Microfilm reels K-1- K-271. Kansas State Historical 
Society. 

1925 Kansas State Census. Microfilm reels K-1- K-177 . Kansas State Historical 
SoCiety. 

Descr iptio n: 
Thts database contains state censuses for Kansas from 1855-1925. Information 
avatlable in this database mcludes: name, age, gender, race, relationship to head of 
household, birthplace, mantal status, and place of enumeration. Addttional 
tnformation about an individual may be ltsted on the original record. Learn more .. 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Gift Memberships 

Corporate Information careers PRIVACY POUCY Terms and Conditions 

Ancestry .com 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

1920 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

ancestry 
You searched for John S. Penny in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-BOG-ANCESTRY 

·~-, 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

Name: JohnS Penny 

Home in 1920: Fort Scott Ward 4, Bourbon, Kansas 

Age: 72 

Estimated Birth abt 1848 
Year: 

Birthplace: Iowa 

Relation to Head Self (Head) 
of House: [Head] 

Spouse's Name: Irene Penny 

Father's Birth Pennsylvania 
Place: 

Mother's Birth Pennsylvania 
Place: 

Marital Status: Married 

Race: White 

Sex: Male 

Home owned: Own 

Able to read: Yes 

Able to Write: Yes 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name 
Members: JohnS Penny 

Irene Penny 

Source Citation: Year: 1920;Census Place: Fort Scott Ward 4, Bourbon, Kansas; 
Roll: T625_525; Page: SA; Enumeration District: 44; Image: 203. 

Age 

72 
63 

Ancestry.com. 1920 United States Federal Census [database on­
line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2010. Images 
reproduced by FamilySearch. 

Original data: Fourteenth Census of the United States, 1920. (NARA microfilm 
publication T625, 2076 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. 
National Archives, Washington, D.C. For details on the contents of the film numbers, 
visit the following NARA web page: NARA. Note: Enumeration Districts 819-839 are 
on roll 323 (Chicago City). 

Description: 
Th1s database 1s an index to individuals enumerated in the 1920 United States 
Federal Census, the Fourteenth Census of the Un1ted States. It includes all states and 
territoriesr as well as Military and Naval Forces, the Virgin Islands, Puerto R1co, 
American Samoa, Guam, and the Panama Canal Zone. The census prov1des many 
details about individuals and fam11ies including: name, gender, age, b1rthplace, year 
of immigration, mother tongue, and parents' birthplaces. In additJon, the names of 
those listed on the population schedule are linked to actual >mages of the 1920 
Federal Census. Leam more .. 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Gift Memberships 

Corporate Information Careers PRIVACY POlleY Terms and Conditions 

Ancestry.com 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

JohnS Penny - Overview- Ancestry.com Page 1 of 1 

ancestry Hi, helenJWhl ~t Messages f14l ~.t;:.9..\illt 

Home Family Trees Search Collaborate Learning Center DNA Publish Shop Htre an Expert G1ft MemberShipS 

Williams Winter Family Tree Return to family tree 1 Tree oaqes 

JohnS Penny 
Btrth 1848 in Iowa C!\y Wright Iowa UMed States 

Deatfl 

View his famitv tree View family members ~ 

Owner: 

Overview Facts and Sources Media Gallery Comments Member Connect 

Media Gallery 

No photos, stones_ aud10 or v1deo have been added yet. 

Timeline (View details) 

Birth 3 source cjtations 

Iowa Citv Wright Iowa Unrted States 

1882 
Marriage to Irene Hixson 1 source citation 

Age: 34 

1882 
Marriage to Irene Hixson 1 source citation 

Age: 34 

1882 
Marriage to Irene Hixson 1 source citation 

Age: 34 

Residence 
1900 

!'Jill Creek [lQ~r!lQn Kansas 
1 source cttation 

Age: 52 

Residence 
1900 

Mill Creek Bourbon Kansas 

1 source citatton 

Age: 52 

Residence 
1900 

Mill Creek Bourbon Kansas 
1 source citation 

Age: 52 

Residence 
1920 

Fort Scott Ward 4, Bourbon, Kansas 
1 source ptation 

Age: 72 

Residence 
1930 

Fort Scott Bourbon Kansas 
1 source citation 

Age: 82 

Comments 

No comments have been added yet. 

Add a comment 

Contact Us: 1-80Q-ANCESTRY Ancestry .com Biog Affiliates Gift Memberships 

~· 1997-2010 Ancestry.com Corporate Information Careers PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions 

http://trees.ancestry.com/tree/15148171/person/886462457?ssrc= 

ftnd a person in this tree 

save this oerson to your tree 

Comment on th1s 

Family Members 

Parents 

No Father 

No Mother 

Spouse & Children 

--- Irene Hixson 
!857-

Eugene G Penny 

!883-

Hubert G Pennv 
1884-

Source Information 

Family group sheet 

1900 United States Federal Census 

D 1 dtation provides evidence for Name, 
Birth, Residence, Mamage 

1920 United States Federal Census 

D 1 dtation provides evidence for Residence, 
Birth, Name 

1930 United States Federal Census 

D 1 citatton provtdes evidence for Na_me, 
Birth, Residence 

Ancestry Family Trees 
This citation prov1des ev1dence for John S Penny 

Web Links 

There are no web/inks available for this person. 

Search the web for John S Penny 

Ancestry.com 
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