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Standard Porm Por Hembers of the Le9islature 

Name of Representative LA FORCE, (Dr.) Daniel Nev:awI'Senator _ _ __ _ 

,4-.."J ,0 '''~ -:!Iud;,.., /~~4' -7, ...&,' ,/ 
( iI I I 

1. Birthday and plaee 17 May 1837, Jeffer son Co . , Indiana 

2 . Harriage (8) date place 
Mahal a Jane Dudley (Ohio, 1845 - ) . 15 Oct. 1866, Mt . Pleasant, Ia (bio says 18 Oct.) 

3 . Significant events for example: 

A. Business Physician . druggist. hotel 

B. Civic responsibilities ____________________ __ 

C. Profession _______ ____ _ _ __________ __ 

4 . Ch u r c h me mbe r s h i p--'M"'e=.t"'h"'o"d"i"s"t""E"p"i"s'-"c"o"'p"a!c1 ____________________ _ 

5 . Sessions served 21 GA 1886; lID 6. Wapello Co 

6 . Public Office. 

A . Local Mayor Ot tumwa 1893- 1897 ; School board , Agency , 10 yr s; Councilman. 
Agency. 8 YIS 

B. State ___ ~ _______ ______ _______ __ 

C . National Surgeon. 56 US Colored Troops; CO US Gen Hosp . Helena, Ark ; . 
Med Dir Eastern Dist Ark , on Staff of Gen E. A. Carr 

7 . De a t h_---'1"O""'M"a"rLY-'-19"-"12'-'-, ",f"r"o"mh""e"m"o"r"r"h",a"g"e-",o.=f""b"r"a.=in"--,A",u",gL1"9,,1,,O,,,,--,O,,t,,t,,,u,,m,,,w.:a-,-, ---=I"a,-. _ 
Bur . Ot tumwa Cern. 

S. Children (1) William Br ooke (1867- 1936) , Dr . Prof of Surgery in Keokuk & in 
China; d at sea; (2) Burdet te D. (Aug 1867 ). Dr., Altadena, CA ; (3) Charles R. (Jan 1872- befor , 
(1876) ; (4) Edward F. (Nov. 1873 - ). Dr . Burlington , Ia in 1936 

9 . Names of parents Danie l G. 
~iv I ndiana and Va n Buren & Wapel lo Co . Ia; 

La Force (1810-1863) , farmer. merchant; 
Margaret Monroe (1810 - af t e r 1870) 

b.Ky. 
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10. Bducation common schools . Wapello Co.; Iowa Wesleyan College; 
College of Physicians and Surgeons. Keokuk 

11. De9ree. __ ~M~.~D~.~1~8~6~2~. ~C~o~1~P~&~S ________________________________ __ 

12. Other applicable information Began studying medicine with doctor in 
Mt Pleasant 1858. Then to scnool at Keokuk. On graduation 1862 commenced as surgeon . 56th 
U S Colored Troops; then se rved in Ark. Muster3ed Out 15 Sept. 1866. 

Practiced medicine in Mt Pleastant 1866 1869; then in Bur11ngton 2 yrs j (and listed as 
druggist there on 19870 census), then in gency 14 yrs . then in Ottumwa. 

Wapello Co., Ia St ate and American MedIcal Assns . 
On moving t o Ottumwa in 1884 he bought Castor House. which he renamed La For ce House--a 

four- story hbeel with 100 rooms. 
His wife's fa ther was Baptist minister. and early pioneer in Agency and in Henry Co .• Ia 
Mason . reeF. Knight s of Pythias. Odd Fellows. GAR. 
Sunday School s upt several years ; member of official bard several decaaes 
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Sources Log For Legislation Entries 

Applicability 

Source Non Applicable Applicable Information obtained 

Stork/Clingan . Leaislator s x 
Ottumwa Daily Courier ; Man 11 Mar 1912 p1col1;p5col 6 
Daily Ga te City . Keokuk 4 Dec 1936 x 
Cl ipping File--Physicians , La- x 
PortEaat & Bio Album. Wapello CQ, 
Fogleson . Wapella Co His 1986 
Evans. Hist Wapello Co 1901 
1860 census Wapel l o Co 
1870 census Pes Moines Co 
1880 and 1900 census Wapello Co 
WPA Grave RegistratiOD Wapello Co 
GAR Index 

) 

GAR Post Recordsl Agency. Ottumwa 
Henry Co . marr iage records 

I 

1887 
x 

p 550 x 

x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 
x 

Sessions served 
x dea th; obit 

death of son 
matltrial on son 
bio 

brief mention p. 134 
fa t her' s listing 
his listing 

" 
fa ther. mother & him 

bio 
marr iage record 
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La. FoY'u.. ,7:J~w f3 
.~ , 
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( > 

Dr. 

~s 
CfI" ~D 

w. B. LaPorce 

of 
Burllngton, 

O.ttumw., 
Keokuk 

! .. 
" 

--. 
. ' . ~;_. 'I". 

I bave bean able to gatber tb. ·tollowing inF~~.tlon 
c'onoernlng Dr. W. B. ·LaForoe. Bncloaad 1a a OOP7 :ot· aD 
obi tuary from the 10001 paper . .-~ , 

Mrs. R. M. LnpClley, -. Cl0S8 friond of the LaPoroe._ 
when t hey lived here, haa turnlshed me with , the rollo.lng 
additional information. 

I 

Dr. LaForce was bor'; 'elthor in Ottumwa or Agenc7. I?b '7 
H1. fathe r wae a physician 1n Ottumwa. Dr. w. a. ·LaForce 
WBa a graduate of Rusb lIedlcal College. ae marrie,S' .. , . 
Ca rolIna Boaquet of Pella. Abg. 21, 1904 and .p.nt, ~Q. " 
Bubsequent year In .Europe, prlnol~~11y- ln Vienna attend_ I 
ing cli nics. Se t hen came to Keokuk where he wal prore.~r 
of lurger, in the cOllege. For several year. P~y~ou. · ~ ~~eol . 
to t his he h&d been coming to keokuk from Ottumwa and I' ~,A(; 
giving lectures. About 19~O he r e turned to Ottum~a. ~ .~ 
He ••• vor, actl va In the lI.thod1at Cburcb and tried· to ~_n~ D ~ 
get that church to s ;-.cnsor him a. Ii medical ml.aiCjnal"J \..H<J \T~W' 
to Cbin.. But ba ••• In bad bealth and .... turned:' down. ' 
Be even tried t o intereat other denominations. B • . tlnal11 
got the position of d1rector of tbe bo.pital in . the " alng 
Hua (Ameri c.n IndemnIty) College of Peking. Dr. and ·Nrl. 
LaForce C Srr.6 ba ck to' the Uni ted Sta te. 'in 1929 because of 
the ant i -foreign agitation and Dr. LaForoe"s ill bealth 
and settled 1n Altadena. While t he re Dr. LaForce became 
very acti ve in the Oxford Movemen t; his residen ce was t he 
local cento r. In July , 1936 Dr. and Mrs. LaForce returned 
to China to at tend an Oxford Move~en t House Party at Pal-
Tal-Ro , nea r Pe king , wi th t he i nten tion of making their 
homo in China. gut the developing Chlne88-Jap9ne~. war 
forced them to return. On the way back the aocldent happened 
WhI ch ra~Jt11to d in his dea th. Mrs. LaForce di ed a year ago 
in Altadena . 

Much of the fo re gO ing ms ter tal Mrs. LSF sley reoovered 
from he r memory but t he dates she had written down In • 
kind of diary, therefore she may have recollected lome things 
wrong. Perha ps Dr. Throc kFor t cn cou l d traoe Dr. R.P. LaForoe 
t hrough the librarian 1n Burllng ton. I ho~e the- Information 
in this letter will be of Bom e v f~ lue ~o her. I aD'i gl nd to 
be of Borne use t:-tou; h In tnis instance I hAve aerve d- moatly 
a8 an 8man1l80si s. I h9.ve been able to wrl to this only 
beoause Mrs. Laf. 81o)" furnished t he 1nforo:a tlon • .. :, . 

Sincerely 1.our., 

O 
ltar} Kiedai 'soh. Jr. 
As. t. L1b~ :·..r'· ' ~ ,!lC:TIlIo. .... ....... "-
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An Artlcle from "Dally G~ te City" 
Fr1day, Decembor 4, 1936 

. page 3 

"Dr. W. B. LaForoe, profe.aor in the old reokuk 
Medical College, and local praotitloner for a number 
of years, dlftd on board the liner, President . 
Lincoln, Tuead",y, enrouto home trom Yokohama" r.:':> 
l atlves have been informed. Dr. LqForce wa. -tor 
twel ve Y9arl a profe.eor In the TyingXHua College 
in feking , China, and had ~ racticed in Ottumwa 
from 1893 to 1917. 

Dr. LaForce died of in j uries he received 
when he wae t hrown to ' the deck durIng a levere .. ' . 
storrr and waa burled at sea midway bet •• en Yokohama 
and Hono lulu in accordance wlth hi. wilh. hi. 
bro ther, Cha rles D. LaPorcl, _al advised in a 
oablegra rr . Mrs. LaForce suffered a broken arm 
In the storm. 

Dr. LaPora. settled 1n Altadena when he re­
tired fr om his servi ce In China several years 
ago with his wife; he waa returning frcm • flv. 
month. tour of the Orient. 

Survi vor. Inclu'de two other broth8l"a, Dr. 
E. F. LaForce of BurlIngton, Iowa and Dr. R. D. 
LaFor~ e of Altadena." 

• Evi dontly A ml •• ~r1nt for Tsing. 

, 

, 
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WAPBLLO COUNTY. 

rrom his old church , removed bAck to Montrose, roe iu Jdferson County, I nd. He lj'u.a rArmer by 
lell.Ving thl' c.hurches on ~e Ilea Moinc! River ill occupation Aud lit dift'cl'ent t imes in life .".a.s en· 
charge IIf o(lIl"r milli~te l's .. who had then i)ccomc gnged ill merCAntile pursuits. He removed from 
quite numerous. Three years IlI.tel' his physicAl frame Kentucky to Jelferson County, Iud .. wbere he con· 
gave WAY, II.nd he rcmoved to the res~den(':e ot his tinued to reside until 18(2, And during that YeAr 
son at KeosauqUA in \"8n Buren County, wbere he came l.(I this State and first made settlement in Vall 
l'emAined un til the tinAl summons CAme, on the ~Gth Huren County. Subsequently be remo ved W this 
of October, 187(" He WM in his seventy_seventh ,I county, and locating in Wuhington Towuship there 
year,havingspeut (orty_four years in the ministry. I followed his choeen vocation, fMming. until hi! 
Since tne commencement of his ministerial labors demise, which took plRCe Aug, 2, l RG3. His good 
Mr. BeAmn.n bad delivcred 3,542 sermons, (7( lec- wife surviVe! him And is At present residing at 
~ul'e! on slAvery And temperance, and hAd ,organized 'Agency', 
seven chllrches, twenty-seven Sabbath-schools, four Daniel LaForce came to Iowa with hi! parenta 
anti.slAvery societies, twenly_eigbt temperance 80- in 1842, when About fi ve years of age. Here he 
cieties, and obtained 2,700 names to anti-slavery attended the common !Choo~ and supplemented 
and te mperance pledgee. He also received into the education received therein by au. Attendance of 
the church 81 7 persons, baptized 298, married 227 seven..1 terms II.t the 10ft. Pleasant (Iowa) Weitern 
couples, pr~cbed 299 funeral sermons, examined University. It WfLS during thc year 1858 that our 
and licensed $eventy-flve school-teAChers, di!- subject came to the conc:lusion that be wou ld study 
tribut.ed 337 Bibles, and 7,000 t~ta. medicine, And made a Oeginning ill the office o( a 

The {lIne.'n] sermon of this lamented citizen And local physiciAn. Subsequently he entered the Col-
Chri$tiAIi minister W8.5 preached at Keoeauqua by lege of PhY$iciaus and Surgeons at Keokuk, and 
his friend, Rev. Dr. W. G. Craig, of Cbicago, Ill. graduat.ed therefrom in 1862. Immed iately After 
In the COIlr8e of his remarlca Dr. Craig, in revieW'_ receivi ng his diplomA lae ..... ascommissioned Surgeon 
ing the life of the deceased, said that he "'AS indeed of the 56th U, S. Colored Troops, And after nine 
one of the sold iers of the Cr()5S, And had stood months' service was plAced in cbarge of a U. S. 
dll l'ing his entire ministerial life on the ,. high plACes generAl hospital at Helenll., Ark. ; he 1I'I.! also ap_ 
of the fleld" And in the forefront of the battle. pointed Medical Director for the districto! EMterli 

The good which olle such life W ACComplished ArkanSA!S. Du ring this time he also served on the 
can scarcely be e!timAt.ed ",itbin the limits of a stalf of Gen. E. A. Carr about twelve months, 
comp"rfttively brief biography, The intluence of Dr. LaForce continued in the serv ice until Sept. 
his Christian chAracter was ooe that has spread far 16,1866, when lais regiment w&.! mustered oul.. 
beyond his own day and time, and its etrects will Returning trom the field of conflict Dr. laForce 
extend far beyond'the present generation in the livea located at Mt. Pleaaant. Iowa. and there entered 
of thl)8e who, &.! children of thO&e who came under upon the practice of his profe&!lion and continued 
the sphere of his influence, are made better, happier the same with Sl1CCUS until 1869, He then removed 
and more useftll, eV'en ll nto the third generation, to Burlington, and After A residence there of two 

~
' ON. nANIEL A. LAFORCE, M. f) .,n phy-
I siciHu :'Ind slirgeon of c<msidemble lIrQmin-
II encc. residing rlt Uttum,,·,.., ~·1lS hom in 

.Jel'feNolll Con nty. Ind., ~I:\y 17, IK37. The 
father of our lIu hjeet, Dnniel G. LaFol'cc, wat! A na­
t ive of Wood f"I',1 County, Ky., where he grew to 
wanlaood, He wll.::IlllHrricd to "li:;s"frlrgaret "Iou_ 

yeA.l1J, eugaged in prActice, be took up his abode in 
Agency City, where he enjoyed an extensive prae· 
tice for fourteen rears, He thcn removed to Ot.­
tumwa, which h(' h9.S continued to make bis home, 
"nd hAS rlevot.ed himself closely to his profession. 
He is 1\ memOe" or the W:'I.pelio County Medical 
$ocicty, the 10wn :-;tatc Mcrliclll Society, lIno the 
Amel'ican Medical A.ssocirltion. 

Politically Ur. LnForcu is Republicall, And repre­
~ellted his coulltr in thc Twellty_til'llt Geucnl A.-

. ~. . '. ..' ;J' ~.' 
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WAPELLO COUNTY. 55' 
sembly of Iowa. In 1884, "'hen ti~t coming to 
qttlllnwa, 'he plll'ch~ed the ClIstor HOllse, nllrl 
changing the lU\liIe to the Lat'orce Uvnsc, 11M COII­

tinuel\ its pt'Oprictor IIntil the pl-e8eHt time. It is 
a four-story brick stmctut"c and cuntains 100 roolLLs. 

Dr. LAForce was married, Oct. 18, 1866, At lilt. 
PleASant, Iowa, to Miss MfLha[a J. Dudley, the 
dAughter ot Rev. ,,:dwRrd Imo E1i1.n (Dudley) 
Dudley, natives 0)( AtbenlS, Ohio. H.ev. Edward 
Dudley was n 11111.11 of prominence and II. leading 
divine in the J<'rec-Will Bllptist Church. He muved 
with his family to Agency City, Iowa, and Wft,S 

among the pionee['3 of the Hawkeye State. Hia' 
good wife departed this life Sept. 20, 1884; he it 
yet living 'and resides in Agency City. Mrs. La­
Force -'''&8 born in Ohio, and by her marriage with 
our subject has become the mother of four chilo 
dren, namely: William B., Burdett D., Edward F. 
and Charles n. Socially Dr. LaForce iJ a member 
of the Masonic fraternity, the 1 O. O. F. anil 
the Knights of Pythias. Religiously be ~ con. 
nected with the Methodist Episcopal Church. 

~
'v. FRANCIS T, WARD, The history of 

Q St. Pe,trick's Church at Ottumwa, and the 
personal liistory uf Father Ward are so 

!) interwoven that we give both a brief men. 
tion in this sketch. St. Mary's Parish, of Ottumwa, 
with 3. small beginning and few members, in. 
CTelL5ed like the Scriptural mustard seed, under the 
fostering care Ann zealous attention of Rev. John 
Kreckel, who may truly be called its first Pastor, 
and tlot only Wapello County and it! principal 
town. but the six or sevcn adjoining cOllnties, with 
a thinly scattereil Catholic element, were dependeut 
on his spiritual ministrntiuus,llIul received their 
shue of his wat.chful Cltre, 

In 1880, Ht. Hev, JollII lIennessey, Bishup uf 
Duhuque, nud theu the \I'hole ~Ulte of luwa. judge,j 
it cxvedicut from the gr"wth uf the p:U'bh tl! l'S· 

t,fthlisll Il new pnri.'lll fr"Ul the settlements south of 
t.he Des Mui lle~ Hi"e!', Itev. Fnmcis T . W'lI'd Wli S 

app.,illtcll as its IIl'st I·:l.~ t.or, Il l' \\':1:' 1"'1'11 ill 
CI,unty L:tugfllrol, ]I'eIMIHI, :lIIoi pursuetl I.i ,; ]JI'e_ 

School, and in the German and French COlleges At 
Black Rock, Oublin. In 1873 he entered St. Pat.­
rick's F..ccelesiastical College, of Carlow, Ireland, 
where he spent six years, one yeal' in the rhetoric 
clMs, with two years of philosophy and three of 
theology. June 9. 1879, he was ordained I'riC!lt for ' 
the diocese of Dubuque, IOWA. After spending a ! 

few months with friends, he sailed on the 25th of ' 
October following on the Cunard steamer, "Both_ 
nia," from Qlleesnstown, landing in the city of New 
York un the .(th or November, 

In 1881 FAther Ward secured lots from W. B. 
Smith, M. D .• 0"( Ann Arbor, Mich., and in the fol­
lowing year a brick church was 'erected, in South 
Ottumwa, 4.0x80 (ee~ in dimensions, with a stone 
basement and trimmings, slate roof and stained 
,glaM 1rindows, at a cost of between *9,000 and 
'10,000. In 188,(, the congregation baving no 
parochial house, and encou~d by the peopl~ of 
Ottumwa, wbo lent not only moral but substantial 
aid in the erection of t,heir church, came a second 
time and contributed to the erection of a parochial 
rC!lidence that would do no discredit to any parish 
in Iowa. It is trimmed with white Milwaultee 
stone, is bu il t of brick, with Il slate roof, and cmt 
'8,500, The missiun proper has, on a rough cal_ 
culatiou, 100 families attached to it, and the sta­
tion thirty or forty more b.milies, in all perlJaps 
140. A view of both church and residence is given 
in this connection. 

e HECKART, who is a higbly esteemed rC!li­
dent of Green Township, was born in 
Dauphin County, 1'4" Nov. 17, 1832, being 

the sou of ,Jo~t :urd Mal'! (Schneider) Heckart. 
He left Penll5yl\'allia with hi~ pnrenl.:! when a boy 
uf eight yea l'~ uld , nllcl went to lLllls County, Mo., 
whel'e he lived uutil the fnll of HStit, :tnd tbClIce 
went to Hnncuck CUllnty, Ill, This WIlS durin~ the 
pr"g'l'e:!li uf the la te 11":11', aUlI he cnlisted "" II 
I ' niull lluhHcr ill CI" K, II~lth Ill. \'01. Illf .. 1I11(1 
::!el'vc,l t'H' Jean; :11111 ten llIuuths. He I'lIrtidpnted 
ill 1I1l1l1\"'UII~ ~kil'lnishelj and Ulle ~enel'Rl eUg'Kge_ 
Illent ill ,\li:<sissiI'Pi. lie \\'a~ :l1Ilojecl.t-d, hv"c\",:r. 




