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1. Birthday and place_ 17 May 1837, Jefferson Co., Indiana

2. Marriage (s) date place
Mahala Jane Dudley (Ohio, 1845 - ), 15 Oct. 1866, Mt. Pleasant, Ia (bio says 18 Oct.)

3. Significant events for example:

A. Business Physician, druggist, hotel

B. Civic responsibilities

C. Profession

4. Church membership_ Methodist Episcopal

5. Sessions served_ 21 GA 1886; HD 6, Wapello Co

6. Public Offices

A. Local Mayor Ottumwa 1893-1897; School board, Agency, 10 yrs; Councilman,
Agency, 8 yrs

B. State

C. National Surgeon, 56 US Colored Troops; CO US Gen Hosp, Helena, Ark;
Med Dir Eastern Dist #&rk, on Staff of Gen E. A. Carr

7. Death 10 Mary 1912, fromhemorrhage of brain Aug 1910, Ottumwa, Ia.
Bur. Ottumwa Cem.

8. Children (1) William Brooke (1867-1936), Dr. Prof of Surgery in Keokuk & in
China; d at sea; (2) Burdette D. (Aug 1867- ), Dr., Attadena, CA; (3) Charles R. (Jan 1872-befor
(1876); (4) Edward F. (Nov. 1873 - ), Dr. Burlington, Ia in 1936

9. Names of parents_Daniel G. La Force (1810-1863), farmer, merchant; b.Ky,
+iv Indiana and Van Buren & Wapello Co, Ia; Margaret Monroe (1810 - after 1870)

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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10.Bducation_ common schools, Wapello Co.; lowa Wesleyan College;
College of Physicians and Surgeons, Keokuk

11. Degrees M.D. 1862, Col P & S

12. Other apglicable information Began studying medicine with doctor in
Mt Pleasant 1858. Then to school at Keokuk. On graduation 186Z commenced as surgeomn, o0TH
U S Colored Troops; then served in Ark. Muster3ed Out 15 Sept. 1866.

Practiced medicine in Mt Pleastant 1866-1869; then in Burlington Z yrs; (and listed as
druggist there on 19870 census), then in gency 14 yrs, then in Ottumwa.

Wapello Co., Ia State and American Medical Assns.

On moving to Ottumwa in 1884 he bought Castor House, which he renamed La Force House--a
four-story hotel with 100 rooms.

His wife's father was Baptist minister, and early pioneer in Agency and in Henry Co., Ia

Mason, I6OF, Knights of Pythias, Odd Fellows, GAK,

Sunday School supt several years; member of official bord several decades

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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Sources Log For Legislation Bntries
Applicability .
Source Non Applicable Applicable Information obtained
Stork/Clingan, Legislators X Sessions served
Ottumwa Daily Courier; Mon 11 Mar 1912 plcolljp5col 6 x death; obit
Daily Gate City, Keokuk 4 Dec 1936 X death of son
Clipping File--Physicians, La- X matérial on son
Porteait & Bio Album, Wapello Co, 1887 p 550 X bio
Fogleson, Wapello Co His 1986 X

Evans, Hist Wapello Co 1901
1860 census Wapello Co

1870 census Des Moines Co

1880 and 1900 census Wapello Co
WPA Grave Registration Wapello Co
GAR Index

GAR Post Records/ Agency, Ottumwa

Henry Co. marriage records

brief mention p. 134
father's listing
his listing

father, mother & him

bio
marriage record

3 U I R B

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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cure any evidonee 1 waonld
even-wn- Intimation—ofl—tha _causn” _of
{Mrs. Relnhard's act. Despondency was
the only verdlen that canld be.repched”
by the Jury. The following verdiet

i-l’\'"

wias returned by the Jurymen, Wik
Ham=0, Johnskon, 1. 1" Burns andd
Charles- 1% Rudkin: r Ay

MWe, the jury, fnd that the < de.

cenged canie 4o her death at about 11
o'clock on the morning of Mareh 10,
1912, from o quantity of earbolie acid,
taken Ly her own hand In a despon-
dent- mood.” N Ca

Nesideg her husband, Verdon Rein-
hard, u,nd her parents, Mr, and Mrs,
George” I'. Kiterman, Mrs!
lenves one brother, Justux .~
man of thin elty-and three
“Mrs. Hattie Blanchard, Madensburg;
I Mra. Ednpe Johnson of Mihneapolis,
Minn., anl Mrs. Aniee Huchannan _of
Corder, Mo.

The funernl serviees —witt bhe -held
at-the G, ', Kitterman- home at 10:30
o'rlock  Wedneaday morning, in
charge of Rev. IL G, lonking, pastor
of the AgeneyAl E. chureh, The e
beknhs of Agency will tnke purt
the services, Interment will be made
In the I{Illt‘rmnn cemetery,
‘dielad by ST Tohn Itu|n-r!n
ment o Ol 1T eenetery
_lhﬂllllﬂ'iuum:..uln:.af_thu_u.u.l._\__unk
ens of lowe connty, wis in the elty
recently enlling on his many friensds,

L Ttiehmond nf Webxter, In, wns
In tn“n Waednesdoy vislting  with® his
old armpyecomrindesof eesn Llovd post

_Kitter-

Inter-

Jamen” 1tu|-,rmnn lere i\lmuin\ fir An-.
va hielm, Callfornta to ook wfter Nl
business-Intorests In that ®ate aml Lo
visit s ehllidf®en wha reside there,

=Henry Imbhof=who_hnd his T ser-
fously Injured by having it deawn into

town the tdrst of the werk ound reports
Hhe wounds healing raplilly,
néted: buslness here eavly In the
and vislted with varlons friepds,
Wim, T, Jonesx who has heeny Were for
a visit with his sons lt':-lph amldl David
and hin dunghter Mrs, v M, Jones has
returned to hig home at Cedor Itaphils,

~Chus, Romberg whe lives out on t
uld home ftarm in. West Troy ‘visited

Wl

futher and brother: 1enry,

derry Mulherin of Conroy rrumn- ted)
business here Wednesday and s Ixfted ng
the home af hix varents Mr, tind Mres,
John Mullierin,

Ernest Fvans, student of 1ighiland
Turk-ut Des Mn!mﬂ i= heve visiting ot
the homes of his  father amd aunt !
\Iﬁt—.\mr,\ Junes., . - o

I. M. Dinlels-of Evansyille visit- |
ed trrm‘\:undm at o the home o Dils
friend ‘and former  nelETlior lHenry
Rusbult Yho recently moved his r:nui!v
to his new home here,

John Griffin, conductor on the 1§-
nols Central, frome  Fredport, 1L, tal
Chicago, Is here this week vishting o
the hame of lls  parentscand former
tes, |

Attorney W, B, Wallheedeft Wednes-
jday on o “Buslness trip 1o \Inrv-hu-a-mul
Jowa ity

Mrs, Annle Murphy, fnrmr-rl\' 0 resi-
dent here, now of York tow nalnp Wit

Itelnhnrd

risters, |

1 itdward-and 12Hzr-Dudley n

the gearing of 0 corn sheller wns In |

Peter Fons of South Flllimore troans-

‘teenerally: headell

DR. LA FORCE DIED
AFTERLONG ILLNESS|

u_'-lnliiuu-nl From Page 1)

be-medieal-director-of -the eastorn-ue:
partment gf Arkansas.” Nefore he was
nustered onl he was sorgecn In eharge
of e gquaranting atntion nt=sit, Lonls
anring an epldemie. of cholera,  Here
he had  clhiarge of  (the treatmept ot
fover TN eases of cholern, an experd
Lepee of greal Interést and selentifie]
villue whiech s rarvely given to a physl-
cian In This country.

He was musterad ont September 15,
‘IRGG, Bhitee the war he hag been nn
netive memgber of the G, A, I, #drgeon
und poxt cominander member of e
Loval Leglon and muuy "years pensjon
exnminer for, Wapello county .

In Q¢tober, 1866, he mnereled Miss
Mehaln Jane Dudley, danghter of ey,
ne_Mt, I"lens:
ant, fown, where ho practiced !
cine three yenrs nnd where his Two
(aldest=children WIlInn T and

J Eldon Saturdiy:

—

KEOSAUQ‘UA

Mis Frank hl!‘ql!--g wnd family
sk morning for Rmerson,
Where they hinve rented o farm fnr
connbng venr,

Hhe following tenchers . Irum Keos
i attended the teuchers meeting
Misses Clarn I
2o, Mary 1L Snook, lone Snyider
i uqlm._:-upu:uu.-mlml._.,l.lxzia_._...\l.
dith,

Mrland Mrs, Benj, Vance rl'l.ur
IPeldiny from North Dikota whete t
linyve been the past #ix months vish

their daughter Mre, Geo, Fellows
fagndly,
Mrs LW, luuqhnrger left Friday

Aalell o visit relatives for a_couph
Wernkios,

Miss Jessle Wilkon d.l"tl rted Mon
fur St Luuls where sh II be emp
vl i wholesade milll ery house,
~ Mrso Arthur Umphrey, and daug!
Of Ihetiparte wie an over un
\vikitor h relutives,

Mrs. Bouun Carrothers left Mon
for Mt Plensant where she was ca
by the slekness of her gdanddaught

The annunl meeting of the Cony
entlonnl which wus postponed will
hel Tuesday evenlng March 19,

Hobe Heer came up from Farming
Suturdny o see hls mother . who

dette 1), were born,  Thence be pov.
v “to Nurlington for a few veara and
then 1o Ageney for thirieen vears, Al
the Intter _ploce_he-wWas—a—membar-of
the wehool board for tgn yenrs, nnd_of
the elty counell for rht’ NOurs,
Reprenentative and Mayur

~Shortl¥ nrtey ;l remaval e OF-
temwn In_ [8k4—dre was-olected 1o the
Islate  legislature 93 representative,
renching a posltion of influénce and
prominence-aschainman and member
of lmporiant committecs, e wan
enyor of Oramwa trom 1890 (o 1807,
Hewides 1he . pafviothe  orders  ahove
wi ntloned Be, Laloree woas o membor
of e Masonle fralernily, the Kifghts
Templar— the Myutie _ Shrine,
Kiflchia af Pythlas, Odd Fellows nnd
I'-lh‘-*r fraternnl orders,
i e has  been

slcere, avijve
g the_Methodist ¢hureel and wis for
servernl deendes oo member of the ol-
ficInl hoard of the ehuteh, and for sey.
vral yeard was Sunday sehool superin-
| tendent,

I In lis professional l!ﬁ- lie showel
marked abily,

Lreputation he salned a8 n snrgeon In
dilie army e bhapd _Lesw eminently’ s
cosstul in gaining the esteenr and: il
cmiration of - his Jdelloy  practitkners

I
1l
SUTES
i He was & member aful pre Mdum of
i evera] medical um-in“hm

] As 1 citizen Dr.’Laforce hagl a great
| deal of patriotism and pabille splirit, In
politics” he was an ardent republiean
-nml papular so, thal - in clections  he
the, tfakel "I the
Limber ol vdles- reeclved. As - A
lehurchman and sincere—thristlan_ he-

In the ¢lty " WeTnme=gay callliig on var-*

hns ficen - a |'1‘]jl ‘md ||\\1h:1!1m| m
S many. el ¥

the |

Teser the envinble

[RIAISI T EE

and the In\'q_allll\t_':l__lndt nee nf hig pul- |

el bt this elty

LALLM M i 8 T II‘I"—

Misx Winnle Elder of Ft.'Dodge
rived here Mondny evening to make
extended visit with.  her parents
nnd Mrs. A, Elder sguth of tnwn’

Mr, il Mrx, “Ia"“'a'ller"u'f Ml
hiye heen visiting friends and relat)
In/Keosauqun the pant few days, T
departyd for Walertown, 8, D, wi
they will lovate, amd where Mr, Wa
has - position with the rallroad,

Mis. (', €. Hambo and, daugl
Mary went o Otfumwa Wednadu
spemd-the day,

Nobody Is 'Too Old
to learn that the sure” way to cur
cough, colid or sore lungs s with
King's New' Discovery. 60c. and
Frank 1. Clark,” 7

—

CHARITON,
i

here for'n fow dinys it the honie of hig] Churehman sinee éarly manhood, join-l. Me, and Mrs, M. K, Jester of Qub

N, wre vlsiting.dn thid eity with
sluter Mrs, 1, Perry of the
latee],

Messrk, Hert Taughn, Oscar and J
\Iih\ aml 'rof,- 1, 1. Johnson wen
1 n-rd.u_ to attend

De

Thae wllrlnx clrrll'lL\'! committer
thee Women's Rellef (Corps enjoyed
toe vonurse dlnner yesterday at
lomies of Mo, Bliza Melville, An
Lime wits spent,

Ed Giray and daughter Margaret
Poulder, Calo, are here for o vinlt »
Jils parepts Mr. oamnid Mrs, AL D, G
amd old frienids,

M= Emmaline_Smith of Mile vi
vesterduy with her.
1, Smith and family, whils tm’
winy te Cluringda,

Miss  Mave Mowelafe \palemu)
Premant, Nebr, wherd she will t
In n millinery estuhlishmant ‘the o
Ing srp=nn:

AMisn Myrthe-Frbacher -l'lf-*ﬂthrrn
came yesterday for a visit at the ho
of Irer qunt T (). Trumble,

~

MKIhg
an oxtendml \'Inlt here . _with varlous
relatives, has returned tn his home at |
Belle Plalne, la,

Gearge Dane and wife of York town-
sl\u: wera -revent —vislors—at—the
home- of the lutter's parents Mr. _and.

G

- = =
o BIDWELL. i
: >

| .
+*

/\1r, nngl \ln lurtis 1h|hlll|\n of

r. and Mrs. (.‘-R‘ Chlsnmn vislted
'I"?fb‘i-tnu_u_m_}hgr_lhw

III IIU LI | 1Ill' ‘:1‘ " II L0 ] Ilh O ’HUrTIV-
ity In which he .was thus engaged- he
will greatly missed, and {1 would l:o
hard (o, eay In_which his loss will ba

AW sHpragie and famijy-depar
vesterday. for Ifumpton, * where ti
formerly restded and where they \
mgain make their home, .

John Webh left vesterday

very few have IIIL@-J sa woll as he lbe
Itluﬂ

WO
went
fra-
-y
oon
rm=

Alrs Srritheorrns Ty,
Wallare nonn and wife of . Pllat
Grove, were In town this weel vislting
at the home of. the former's hrother
WAl and wlth nlhvr r:-lnll\-as and
frotends. i ¢ - ted
Henry Koeoster o smrm‘ rlmulr "
|l;nﬂﬂ:ﬂ'ﬂ$!'..u.._llm bank Wednesday: |
.1.r'ﬂ§mﬂ-—-.n.u.h.mmmm‘ verman

]

At T
¥ “ut his nnw here \\ Nlneqduy
rllg,hl AMareli & Robert Powell, age 6

SO
here

1
TisfHnE—Tritives

[Hoved tamily- physieian,

—Mra—Grant Moffett is \l»iilm;artalu-+

Jtives I Ottdmwa, -

Those of tke Immediale Temily whn

rurylve him-are his wi‘e and four sons,

RBorn, Tuesdny March 5 te Mr? an.uwi tam D.. Durdette D.. Frank E., and

Mra Hénry, Oawald, o sons
Mrs, Chass tlidelan of Plensant Hnme
visited. Tus aduy ul the Henra-tswald
home,

I&' LaF orce._1—— ,

Y| Clarles ., and one hroll'wr nr James

In New Albany,Ind. with- nu_uu-u
..\lr umid Mrs. W. A\ Eikenberry «
_eveniug * on !htir ltﬁs
I‘nnnma, expedting to _be a
|-Apri
\Il.an Geiavieve Argo left last evs
in= for a few dayn' visit n"llll |M0!i
in 'Iml[nnpln. :
Contractor R, F._Coltan Nett.
evening. un u few -days” business

lu .Fl'l__'l-nll!f A

'_ﬁ"ﬁi!n' e Jolmston who Iua *

heen very T is mproying,

* Mrs, Ben Weooms and childrét  are

CTASTORIA rr-famumtm

y The fineril services were Jheld | visiting: nt the ls'm' Junes home near
lirs ]::“t‘;v lmmb M wl‘ch !:?‘nl ) clock c‘tfn- hlaltﬁs‘burq 3 W o f,_‘ , ‘!m Kllm YW Ha" Al"n Bllillhl
\ -\ et
— \‘..‘. X N S iTe -"‘”. ~ b - ﬁv \*‘h:' el
lu v "
""—S'O'Uﬁfe'ﬂmltorlal -and S.tate Leglslators CoIIec.tlbn complled by vo1unteers:a d ‘staff at the State Hlstorlcal Somety

!lhrl the

of.lqwa le‘rjary, Des

M

.
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Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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Dr. W. BSDLaForco

' of :
. Burlington, ]
Ottumwa, %
| Keokuk O é; i
3 ) IVES s
P\ ' Q !OWA :

I have been able to gather the following 1nfbhnntion
concerning Dr. W. B. LaFPorce. Enclosed i8 a copy of an
obiltuary from the local paper. iy

Mrs. R. M, Lapsley, a close friend of the Lanrceg /
when they lived here, has furnished me with the following
additional information. -

Dr. LaPorce was born elther in Ottumwa or Agency. f?é'?
His father was a physician in Ottumws. Dr. W. B. LaForce
was a graduate of Rush Medical College. He married
Carolina Bosquet of Pella, Aug. 21, 1904 and spent. the . "
subsequent year in .Euroge, principally in Vienna attend- {
ing clinics. He then came to Keokuk where he was profesgor

of surgery in the college. For several years previous - G “QCOl.
to this he had been coming to Keokuk from Ottumwa and ¥ Al
glving lectures. About 1910 he returned to Ottumwa. Qm Uéf

He was very active in the Methodist Church and tried to QBQP
get that church to s.cnsor him as a medical missionary .isg'
to China. But he was in bad health and was turned down.
He even tried to interest other denominations. He finally
got the position of director of the hospital in the Tsing
Hua (American Indemnity) College of Peking. Dr. and Nrs.
LaForce csme back to the United States In 1929 because of
- the anti-foreign agitation and Dr. LaForce's ill health
and settled in Altadena. While there Dr. LaForce became '
very active Iin the Oxford Movement; his residence was the
local center. In July, 1336 Dr. and Mrs. LaForce returned
to China to attend an O0xford Movement House Party at Pai-
Tal-Ho, near Peking, with the intention of making their
home in China. Rut the developing Chinese-Japanese war 36
forced them to return. On the way back the accident happened 14
which resuvlted in his death. WMrs. LaPForce died a year ago
in Altadens.

Much of the foregoing material Mrs. Lapsley recovered
from her memory but the dates she had written down in a
kind of dlary, therefore she may have recollected some things
wrong. Psrhaps Dr. Throckrortcn could trace Dr. E.P. LaForce
tarough the librarian in Burlington. I hopre the information
in this letter will be of some value to her. I am gled to
be of some use thouch in thls instance I have served mostly
as an amanuensis. I have been able to write this only
because Mrs. Larsley furnished the information. 3

Sincerelg

ours
Source: lowa Territorialland State egislaﬂ 'QQIection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical oc%ty of owglj'brary, Des Moines, lowa.
N 5 38\\ © Q Kesu; tK Eig sch, Jr.
Aruak RS T T TR IS it



An Article from "Daily Gate City"
Friday, December 4, 1936
page 3

"Dr. W. B. LaForce, professor in the old Keokuk -
Medical College, and local practitioner for a number
of years, died on board the liner, President
Lincoln, Tuesday, enroute home from Yokohama, re-’
latives have been informed. Dr. LaForce was for
twelve ycars a professor in the Tying*Hua College
in Feking, China, and had practiced in Ottumwa
from 1893 to 19217.

Dr. LaForce disd of injurlies he received
when he was thrown to the deck during a severe . é
storr and was buried at sea midway between Yokohama 193
and Honolulu in asccordance with his wish, his -
brother, Charles D. LaForce, was advised in a
cablegrar. Mrs. LaForce suffered a broken amm
in the storm.

Dr. LaPorce settled in Altadena when he re-
tired frocm his service in China several years
ago with his wife; he was returning frcm a five
months tour of the Orient.

Survivors include two other brothers, Dr.

E. F. LaForce of Burlington, Iowa and Dr. Bs D.
LaForce of Altadena.”

x
Evidently a misarrint for Tsing.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Dés Moines, lowa.
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WAPELLO COUNTY.

from his old church, removed back to Montrose,
leaving the churches on she Des Moines River in
charge of other ministers, who had then become
quite numerous. Three years later his physical frame
gave way, and he removed to the residence of his
son at Keosauqua in Van Buren County, where he
remained until the final summons came, on the 26th
of October, 1876. He was in his seventy-seventh
year, having spent forty-four years in the ministry.
Since the commencement of his ministerial labors
Mr. Beaman had delivered 3,542 sermons, 474 lec-
tures on slavery and temperance, and had organized
seven churches, twenty-seven Sabbath-schools, four
anti-slavery societies, twenly-eight temperance so-
cieties, and obtained 2,700 names to anti-slavery
and temperance pledges. He also received into
the church 817 persons, baptized 298, married 227
couples, preached 299 funeral sermons, examined
and licensed seventy-five school-teachers, dis-
- tributed 337 Bibles, and 7,000 tracts.

The funeral sermon of this lamented citizen and
Christian minister was preached at Keosauqua by
his friend, Rev. Dr. W. G. Craig, of Chicago, IlL
In the course of his remarks Dr. Craig, in review-
ing the life of the deceased, said that he was indeed
one of the soldiers of the Cross, and had stood
during his entire ministerial life on the ** high places
of the field” and in the forefront of the battle,

The good which one such life has accomplished
can scarcely be estimated within the limits of a
comparatively brief biography. The influence of
his Christian character was one that has spread far
beyond his own day and time, and its effects will
extend far beyond the present generation in the lives
of those who, as children of those who camne under
the sphere of his influence, are made better, happier
and more useful, even unto the third generation.

e S (O] S

TL\()I\'. DANIEL A. LAFORCE, M. D.,a phy-
Ir | sician and surgeon of considerable promin-

ence, residing at Ottumwa, was born in

Jefferson County, Ind., May 17, 1837. The
father of our subject, Duniel G. LaForce, was a na-
tive of Woodford County, Ky., where he grew to
wanhvod. He was married to Miss Margaret Mon-

roe in Jefferson County, Ind. He wasa farmer by

~ occnpation and at different times in life was en-

gaged in mercantile pursuits. He removed from
Kentucky to Jefferson County, Ind., where he con-
tinued to reside until 1842, and during that year
came to this State and first made settlement in Van
Buren County. Subsequently he removed to this
county, and locating in Washington Township there
followed his chosen vocation, farming, until his
demise, which took place Aug. 2, 1863. His good
wife survives him and is at present residing at

* Agency. :

Daniel LaForce came to Iowa with his parents
in 1842, when about five years of age. Here he
attended the common schools and supplemented
the education received therein by an attendance of
several terms at the Mt. Pleasant (Iowa) Western
University. It was during the year 1858 that our
subject came to the conclusion that he would study
medicine, and made a beginning in the office of a
local physician. Subsequently he entered the Col-
lege of Physicians and Surgeons at Keokuk, and
graduated therefrom in 1862. Immediately after
receiving his diploma he was commissioned Surgeon
of the 56th U. S. Colored Troops, and after nine
months’ service was placed in charge of a U. §.
general hospital at Helena, Ark.; he was also ap-
pointed Medical Director for the district of Eastern
Arkansas. During this time he also served on the
staff of Gen, E. A. Carr about twelve months,
Dr. LaForce continued in the service until Sept,
15, 1866, when his regiment was mustered out,

Returning from the field of conflict Dr. LaForce
located at Mt. Pleasant, Iowa, and there entered
upon the practice of his profession and continued
the same with success until 1869. He then removed
to Burlington, and after a residence there of two
years, engaged in practice, he took up his abode in

' Agency City, where he enjoyed an extensive prac-

' tice for fourteen years.

He then removed to Ot-
tumwa, which he has continued to make his home,
and has devoted himself closely to his profession.
He is a member of the Wapello County Medical
Society, the lowa State Medieal Society, and the
American Medical Association.

Politically Dr, LaForce is Republican, and repre-
sented his county in the Twenty-first General As-
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sembly of Iowa. In 1884, when first coming to
Ottumwa, he purchased the Castor House, and
changing the name to the LaForce [louse, has con-
tinued its proprietor until the present time. It is
a four-story brick structure and contains 100 rooms.
Dr. LaForce was married, Oct. 18, 1866, at Mt.
Pleasant, Iowa, to Miss Mahala J. Dudley, the
daughter of Rev. Edward and Eliza (Dudley)
Dudley, natives of Athens, Ohio. Rev., Edward
Dudley was a man of prominence and a leading
divine in the Free-Will Baptist Church. Hemoved
with his family to Agency City, Iowa, and was
among the pioneers of the Hawkeye State. His
good wife departed this life Sept. 20, 1884; he is
yet living and resides in Agency City. Mrs. La-
Force was born in Ohio, and by her marriage with
our subject has become the mother of four chil-
dren, namely: William B., Burdett D., Edward F.
and Charles R. Socially Dr. LaForce is &8 member
of the Masonic fraternity, the I. 0. O. F. and
the Knights of Pythiss. Religiously he is con-
nected with the Methodist Episcopal Church.

S SLE I TS

EV. FRANCIS T. WARD. The history of
St. Patrick’s Church at Ottumwa, and the
personal history of Father Ward are so
o) interwoven that we give both a brief men-
tion in this sketch. St. Mary’s Parish, of Ottumwa,
with a small beginning and few members, in-
creased like the Seriptural mustard seed, under the
fostering care and zealous attention of Rev. John
Kreckel, who may truly be called its first Pastor,
and not only Wapello County and its principal
town, but the six or seven adjoining counties, with
& thinly scattered Catholic element, were dependent
on his spiritual ministrations, and received their
share of his watchful care.

In 1880, Rt. Rev. John llennessey, Bishop of
Dubuque, and then the whole State of Iowa, judged
it expedient from the growth of the parish to es-
tablish & new parish from the settlements south of
the Des Moines River. Rev. Fruncis T, Ward was
appointed as its first Pastor,

paratory and  clusical  studies in St. Bernard's

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lo

: served two years and ten months,
He was born in
County Langford, Ireland, and pursued his pre-

School, and in the German and French colleges at
Black Rock, Dublin. In 1873 he entered St. Pat-
rick's Eccelesiastical College, of Carlow, Ireland,
where he spent six years, one year in the rhetoric
class, with two years of philosophy and three of
theology. June 9, 1879, he was ordained Priest for
the diocese of Dubuque, Jowa. After spending a !
few months with friends, he sailed on the 25th of '
October following on the Cunard steamer, * Both-
nia,” from Queesnstown, landing in the city of New
York on the 4th of November.

In 1881 Father Ward secured lots from W. B.
Smith, M. D., of Ann Arbor, Micl_1., and in the fol-
lowing year a brick church was erected, in South
Ottumwa, 40x80 feet in dimensions, with a stone
basement and trimmings, slate roof and stained

glass windows, at a cost of between $9,000 and

$10,000. In 1884, the congregation having no
parochial house, and encouraged by the people of
Ottumwa, who lent not only moral but substantial
aid in the erection of their church, came a second
time and contributed to the erection of a parochial
residence that would do no discredit to any parish
in Iowa. It is trimmed with white Milwaukee
stone, is built of brick, with a slate roof, and cost
$3,500. The mission proper has, on a rough cal-
culation, 100 families attached to it, and the sta-
tion thirty or forty more families, in all perhaps
140, A view of both church and residence is given
in this connection.

R e L S

HECKART, who is a highly esteemed resi-
@ dent of Green Township, was born in

Dauphin County, Pa., Nov. 17, 1832, being
the son of Jost and Mary (Schneider) Heckart.
e left Pennsylvania with his parents when & boy
of eight years old, and went to Ralls County, Mo.,
where he lived until the fall of 1862, and thence
went to Hancock County, 1Il.  This was during the
progress of the late war, and he enlisted as a
["nion soldier in Co. K, 119th IIl. Vol. Inf., and
He participated
in numerous skirmishes and one general engage-

ment in Mississippi.  He was subjected, however,

. Lo much hardship and exposure, which greatly im-





