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~ 
Hn tJtort htul JHUHjd out of our co. 
wunlty n. relfptlctoct and much lov• 
kind nolghbor, an ohedlent 1011, 
kind and loving brother and re 

? :rr .. · ,. W·~' ·, .·. . .· '~&:',.....,..: ·r~ r, ' .. IV:I:':~....l ·tlvc.~. May the great comforter 
·· • =. . t-·~.::=~::::.::::~=.: . . .. ~ ---- . " ,· . . : - .near to com.Cor.t tbe berett &114 hf 

' .. ·. . . W!\(, GUr!\.lAN'. ·:·:coL J· .. H ·s11fENEV 'the. m to beQ.r their •reat lOIJII lZl t ·. ·,. . . , _ .... , . ft 
1 
1 trut.. chrlatlan aptrlt. .!"!fL. 

OD.t: ,~t R;wllcl'lt · Kot.tlors t.n • • • · . • r~unertll services we .. hel4 at .t 
Nortll'?f'Jt ~town und· Uel.tetl DIED. ON·. MO. 'NDAY· bo~e or. hls varenta ln Ouge Nt 

. Orgunize couuh')'. · 11 at 1.30 p.m. a.tld at the chur 
,-,· . I 1 ' Jn Union at 3:30, Rev. H. G. Dl< . ,., /,•. I 

. One of!he earlles·t pl'Oneers of . mann. oftlcltfng, assisted by Rev. 
northern:\fbwa' passed· away · in this ' .. . . . ·A .. wmou hby. He was laid "to r• 

~· 

!City on wifdn~sday, Nov. 6, at th,e W,'-48 ONE·OP THE MOST l~ll.O!\IJN-. besid~ his sister LUlie in the Uni 
E • · · -~ . · Gi ll1L - ~ ·. . . . Pres'hyter n cemetery. ··l'home of··'1't' C. Gardner,. Wllllam 1~ ENT l\IEN' 0 .. ' OSAGE· IN . . · 

· man ,camel to. Floyd county in 1892 · , . . . T . attending the. funeral fr( 
when. th~· · · · . wAs just one. log· house YEAR.~ GONE BY Y . were Miss . Helen Storer a 

·" · . •• .,. · • • 1 • · •. : · . •·,.·. . . s; W.: -· .-Df . borne, .. Ka n .Char i,\:J,." · .. ;Jia~ .. \ttln.t .. J>a.c),. ; ... JQ:. *~c......... .: ''· ..... .l::.:.~-·':.;·: •. " ., •• , .... . ". • • _;,4,;..··~ Q:ilj~ OS . . 
hls ll·ome 1 ·;Pen·n.aytvarita and stayed , · · · . · 1 : · • • . } · .and M(ss Gertrude . Gujer. oL K 

t-~ two ~eais and ,then came wlt.h · hls. . \VIhe'n the life ,of C . J: H. Swen:- bourn, Wis. · ~ · 
,f famlly · and' hi$ . wife's famnr and ey went out at Ha~pton·, va.., ·last . Cards of Thanks-We wish to t 

.. e bought 2400 acres of land· on the Monda·y morning there ended a lite J>ress to the many friends ancynel& 
Lt' Cedar river !JOt far, frc>m .where the of· usefulness and cheerfulness. Col. lbors our .thanks and. appreciation f 
e ·town or Floyd now stands ·wtth .gov-: Sweney was not only prominent in. their kind sympathY' and help durll 
1; ernDlent scrip. He was the first. post-· his home town of Osage, · ··but also the .sickness and death of ·our de 
1., m.aste,r tn ·northern Iowa at Gliman- thfoilghout the state and even ··to the .son· and brother, also for th'e ma~ 

1 town, there b'eing ·no other orrtce halls of .national legislation in W111sh- beautiful floral offerings.--:Mr. a. 
west. of MtOG-regor,· wfth. two other tng~on. For .a number of' years he Mrs. George J. Decker and tamtly. 

Y men :he 'brganlzed Cerro Gordo coun- has made a brave fight against· sev;. 
\; ty and as justotce ot the r,>eace declar- eral .dlsea.ses whlch finally g~i!Jed the 

ed the newly elected·. officers the vlct'Ory· over his strong will. With 
1; · cust~dions of the county . business. him wM'fi he; passed away were his 
1~ I With lrls good wife, who was a mem- daughter, Miss · VI'rginia·, and ~is 

~b:q~ ()f the Methodist church, he or.:. 'J>rother, J. I. Sweney of this city. The; 

WAH NEAIU~Y 100 YI<-:ARS OLD 
~ -

lh·s. Wm. \V,oodull \Vas Over Ninet 
Eight YelU'H of Age a.t Time ot 

Death Last Thui'Sday 
i \ized the first Sunday school ~n. deceased went to Ashevme, N. C., a 

n ~t-rtfs· northern country,·, bringing the I year or so ago and not' finding the Soph·ia Grosscup was born in Ht
r i necessary supplies ' with him from desired ·reHef later went to Virginia. sen, Germany, •Sept. 28, 1820,. al' 
~-: i Phila.delph4tr,~~h~re b,e had gone to The funeral par~y wlll arrived in ca~.e, to New York· with her rami 
e buy goods for his: store in Gilman-. i Osage at noo.ri today and the services w.hen a. small child. There she w: 
s. town. During the early :Years of .wm ,be held af the. Congregational married to John G. Grettenberg .. .'J :: I ()sage: he was for elght~en years a : churcli· this adertlOOn at 3 o'clock. . this unto~ were born nine chtldren~ 

rmem:ber of the rown council·and had 1 ··col. Sweney was a veteran of the four boys and f.lve ~iris. Her hu 
:· charge or. putting .. ln the· first pave-: Civil war, going into the service ln. band ·and three children• preceded h· 
.. xn.en,t in_ the city •. · ·. .• ·.. . ·. · . 1}8.62 when, only 17 years of age and to life beyond. Later she marriediWl nj He was.-·1iorn.in Utica, New 'f"·ork, !·was· disch:O:.rked ·thre·e-.Years -later~; In, -Woodall, :who .also precede~ her . 
d, Nov~ 11, 1822, ·being at t_ime of Ms, after ·years he was com·missioned a. death. T~ere survive Mrs.- W'oods 
r l d~a.th 95 years, 11 ~ montlis .and 2~ ;eolonel in the National Guard ··and four daughters and one son-Mrs. l 
t days ·old. In his early llfq he remov- i later was promoted to brig~ier and Decker or Minneapolis, Mrs1 C.- J 
t-jed,to·coopers~o'Yn,_.Penn., ... where .he·;ln9l)ector for·the state .. ·In 1883 he Gibeaut of Osage,·¥rs. A. W •. Ma 
r._was.matried to,.:Mlss·Rwth Jane Mtt-:wa.s elected tothe sts.te'senate from ·thi of Moberly, Mo., Mrs .. A. L. 'Va; 
: l.che~lln !1847. They· w~re . blessed_~ls distriet after a hard. itght. and. Au~en of Roseburg, Ore.~ and S. l 
0 i with elgbt chi~re~ •.. two of whom a.t one tf.me was presldeJJ.t ·protem or Greetenberg of Redlands, Cal·if. · 
0 1 d~ in in fan~~,:.> three af~r ·a~taintng I the· state. senate. In 1888 h~ ·was ·, ', •Mrs. Woodall ha: been living· 1 

0 1 maturity. Thrfl* of them· are tttill. Uv~ I elect~d congressman and served one ·the Starr home at. Charles City ft 
0 i ing: · Wm: He~ of :Nestor,. Calif. • 1 term at Washington. He was known several .years and died there Nov. · 
0, Charles Martin . of Carson, Was~., 1 as a· most forceful ' orato.r and was 1918, at the age'of 98 years. She Wt 
0 Land:Frank.C,_,_GllJll.an __ ?f.l?'!:~UCJUe,Lpromhient in. the legislative halls. I one of the pioneers of Mitchell COUl 
o 1 Iowa. He has had eleven grandchll':' '·oct. ,7; . His·. pas.slng ·· brings great t'y and a member. of the Methodi: 
0 . dren, eighteen .. · gl'teat ·grandchildren! Oct. 7. His passingg br~ng great· church or Mitchell, and ~a most co1 
0 1 and thz:ee grea-t ~reat grandchildren. :sorrow to all our. people, who fee,l sclentious woman. Her .careful an 
o ·ms. w. ife died a.. n.umlber o.f. ,years ago. 1

1 
that our little city h.as been ho. nored. frugal ba,bfts ·are evidenced by t.t1 

o Re entered largely .into the founda-:- by his lia vi rig been 'one of our! cit!- lo1.1g a·nd happy years she lived, a 
0~ J1 life _of this ~art of the state and, zens. · , . . _ . . · . . most', arriving at the century mark. 
0 wtth .his early.~ ,ilelghlbors deserves 1 .. . .· . · ; She was laid .to ·rest by the side c 
0 gr~t .credit .for making,, possible·· the .1... Peace.lnterfeted with HlUlt . . ·ller husband, Mr. Grettenberg, in tb 
0 aBient prosperity of the country. ·. beautiful cemetery at .Mitchell lat 
o .The funera serv.ces were nt-:arr-:That-annua..J.-h.unt.,_:w_bic~ causes so Saturttay. morning, Nov. 9,.l 91f 
0.... ·h8:-...homfL..oLh1~-::-gra.ndson ... ..:........W:...._CA_pn.uc.}l_..ex.c~~~ment._among __ the_~J:YOrJ~.Rev.-:Van'Swearlngen;-offlclatlni,-~ 
0 l Gardner, and· were ln',charge of the, men of the city was decidedly _inter~ 1. . . . . . _.., -- ·· • 
o ReJy~ L. c. Lemon~: The :o1!Usic · was 1 fered with, Monda~ by the sudden ~~ · T "...,..,..,.,.., .,.,., , ..,. 

Ofrendered· hy Mrs; Frank Gn:rrtnm·, . i ,,~rl'"7 . nf H•P "''~>" / ~ .,.,,.,.,"", ··" 'n"'t: "~1!~,.0,.""1'·~~ r-r ·· · · · · J 

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 



SWENEY, Joseph Henry (1845-1918) Biographical Information Page 1 of 1 

SWENEY, Joseph Henry, 1845-
1918 

SWENEY, Joseph Henry, a Representative 
from Iowa; born in Warren County, Pa., October 2, 
1845; attended the public schools ofPennsylvania 
and Iowa; was graduated from the law department 
of the University of Iowa at Iowa City in 1880; 
was admitted to the bar the same year and 
commenced practice in Osage, Mitchell County, 
Iowa; also engaged in banking and agricultural 
pursuits; during the Civil War enlisted in the 
Union Army and served as sergeant in Company 
K, Twenty-seventh Regiment, Iowa Volunteer 
Infantry; colonel of the Sixth Regiment National 
Guard of Iowa for four years and brigadier and 
inspector general of the State; member of the State 
senate 1883-1891, serving as president pro 
tempore in 1886; elected as a Republican to the 
Fifty-first Congress (March 4, 1889-March 3, 
1891 ); unsuccessful candidate for reelection in 
1890 to the Fifty-second Congress; resumed the 
practice of law in Osage, Iowa; died while on a 
visit in Norfolk, Va., November 11, 1918; 
interment in Osage Cemetery, Osage, Iowa. 

http:/ /bioguide.congress.gov/scripts/biodisplay. pl?index=SOO 1112 1131/02 

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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Mitchell and Worth Counties, 

I 0 W A, 

rOGETHER WITH SKETCHES OF THEIR TOWNS, VILLAGES AND TOWNSHIPS, EDUCATIONAL, 
CIVIL, MILITARY AND POLITICAL ffiSTORY; PORTRAITS OF PROM· 

lNENT PERSONS, AND BIOGRAPHIES OF 
REPRESENTATIVE CITIZENS. 

HISTORY OF IOWA, 
EMBRACING ACCOUNTS OF THE PRE-HISTORIC RACES, AND A BRIEl' RBVTBW 

OF ITS CIVIL AND MILITARY HISTORY. 

I LLU ST RATED. 

IIPBDfGI'IliLD, ILL. 

UIUOK PUBLISIDIIG COKPAKT. 
18M. 

r 

j_ 
~·~~ ~ 

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 



.HISTORY OF l\liTCHELL COUNTY. 

. there in that helpless condition all night. 
The shock was so severe that she never 
recon:>red. Zenas C. was a graduate at 
:Norwalk Seminary and atte"Qded Hudson 
College one year. ! n 18-!8 he was mar
ried in )!edina Co., Ohio, to Louisa C. 
Castle, daughter of Judge Charles Castle .. 
By this maniage they have had six chil- I 

dren, four of whom are living-FannieA., 
Harriet II., ~I-ary B. and Zenas C. In 1851 
Mr. Lind,ley emigrated to 'Vatel'loo, Jeff
erson Co., 'Vis., where he was admitted to 
the bar. In politics he is a republican and 
ha;; held f;everal local ofilces. He is a 
member of the )lasonic lodge at Mitchell, 
Iowa. For three years dt1ring the war 
~Ir. Lindsley was provost marshall in Jeff
orson Co., \Vis., and was also appointed, 
by Gov. Lewis, of that State, as one of the 
commissioners to look after wounded sol-

• ~diers in hospitals and see that they were 
cared for. 

L. :\I. Hyce was born in \Vest Milton, 
Crittenden Co., Y ., Oct. 18, 18:39. He re
ceived a good academic educ~tion, and. af
terwards took a collegiate coui'se at Hemp
shire College. In 1860 he read law in the 
office of George F. Edmunds. In 1861 l1e 
came to 'Vaupun, Fond du Lac Co., 'Vis., 
where he entered the law office of John 
\Vare and wa.~ subsequently admitted to 
the bar, Ron. David Taylor, then prt
siding circuit judge. He entered upon 
the practice of law at Waupun. In 1870 
he came to O,.;age, Mitchell Co., Iowa. In 
1871 l'e was married to Elizabeth Inley, 
daughter of Francis and Mary In ley. 

Fr~d Sheldon located in Osage in 1874. 
He was born in \Val worth Co., Wis., Aug. 
17, 1849, being the son of Thomas R. and 
M.ary (Eldrich) Sheldon. The father was 

a native of Schenectady, N.Y. ln1841 he 
removed with his family to Kenosha, Wis., 
where he engaged in the grocery husi
n€ss. Frederick remained with his par
ents until fifteen years of age when he 
went to Chicago, where he was employed 
as clerk, after which he attended the Chi
cago University three years, wl1en he 
went to Milwaukee and entered the office 
ofL. J. :!\-Ierriek, remaining one year, then 
he entered the office of J. V. V. Platt, af
ter which he attended the law departtnent 
of the State University of '\Visconsin, and 
was admitted to the bar in the spring of 
1874. Soon after which he came tolowa, 
settling in Osage and prosecuting his 
profession. He is a lawyer of fine ability. 
He is a member of the Masonic order and 
a Knight Templar. Mr. Sheldon was mar
ried at Glenwood, Minn., Sept. 25, 1883, 

to Hattie E. Loomis . 

Col. J.ll. Si\VeJH!Y has been a resident 
of ~litchell county since 1855. He is by 
pr6fession a lawyer, and was for a time 
connected with the Mitchell County Bank, 
being one of its founders. He was born 
in \Varren Co., Penn., Oct. 2, 1845, being 
the son of Hugh and Esther A. Swen~y. 
When he was nine years of age his par· 
ents emigrated to Mitchell Co., Iowa, 
where they endured the hardships of pio
neer life. In August, 1862, he enlisted in 
the 27th Iowa Voluntee1· Infantry, .com
pany K, pa1 ticipating in the battles of 
Pleasant Hill, Tupelo, Old Town Creek, 
Nashville, seige of Mobile and others. He 
was mustered out at Clinton, Iowa, Aug. 
8, 1865, at the age of nineteen, with rank 
of sergeant, after which he returned to 
Mitchell county. He graduated from the 

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 



1 192 HISTORY OF .MITCHELL COU~TY. 

law department of the Iowa State Univer
sity, and in 1881 began the practice of law 
in Osage, where he has since lived. In 
1t80 he was commissioned lieutenant col
onel of the 6th regiment, Iowa ~ational 
Guards. He is a Knight Templar. He 
was married in 1867 to Charlotte, daugh
ter of E. C. Johnson. They have one 
child living-Galil. In 1883 Mr. Sweney 
was nominated by the republican party in 
the forty-first senatorial district, composed 
of the counties of Howard, Mitchell and 

\V orth, as its candidate for State Senator, 

and after the hottest campaign ever known 

in this locality, he was elected over his 

opponent,Hon. Cyrus Foreman (democrat), 

by about 700 majority. 

F. A. Vanderpoel, of :\litch 
son of C. C.Yanderpoel, one of th 
tiers of the county. F. A. was 
Sank Co., Wi~. In 1856 he calile 
parent:'l to 'Vest .Mitchell, where 
to manhood. After leaving the 
schools he attended tl1e State Ut 
at Iowa City, graduating in 1880 
ceiving the degree of A. B. lie 
tnmed home and worked in his 
mill for two years, after which her 
to the university and atte11ded the 
partment, graduating in June, 1883; 
L. B. Returning to \Vest Mi 
engaged in the practice of law, 
still pursues. .l\Ir. Vanderpoel is 
student and has a good prospeet fot' 
ing high in the profession. 

CHAPTER X. 

AGRICULTl.'RE AND AGRICULTURAL ~OCIE1 IES. 

Mitchell county is ack. now ledged as being I agricul tnral pursuits, bra w.ny han·d· s··.····· 
among the best and most prosperous agri- were able and not ashamed to do 
cultural counties in Io~a. Its people ~re I wor~, and, in connection with i~du~~ 
awake and kee~ tste~ w1th the progr~sstve ·I h~b1ts, the ene:·gy and deternunat1~it 
march of the tlmes m all that pertamR to Will success. 1. he country was ne:\"•· 
a civilization of happiness, industry and I there was no altemative but that 
culture. Its future possibilities may be ~· must be wrought from the soil, wllicll 
set high among the cluster of its hundred their only wealth and their only 
sisters, a star of pride to the noble State. And, in spite of all the obstacles :rnd 
The early pioneers did not come loaded conveniences to be et1couutered, 
with wealth, and, in fact, few had more ba:; attended their efforts, and the 
than enough to barely get settled upon ' formation from the primitive to 
their lands; but they came with that which I comfortable condition of things 
was, in those days, equal to it-training in I plishcd. Nor is the end yet reached, 

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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, JosEPH HENRY, son of Hugh 
and Esther A. Sweney, was born 
2, 1845, on farm in Warren county, 

There were four brothers and three 
in the family. Two brothers are 

in banking in Osage, the other, 
F., is a practicing physician in St. 
Minn. Mr. Sweney obtained his 

education in the public schools in 
vania. In 1855 he came with the 

the family to Iowa, settling in Burr 
Mitchell county, the father 
Iowa in 1847 and again in 

when he entered and bought some 400 
of land. Here was the family home. 
worked on the farm and attended 
at home and at Mitchell until at the 

~ge of 16 years he entered the military 
service in 1862, as a member of Company 
l{, Twenty-seventh regiment, Iowa in

;.fl').ntry, under his former teacher, now 
,,Judge C. T. Granger. In this company he 
served as private, corporal and sergeant 
during three years, the entire term of the 
regiment, and took part in its numerous 
.engagements and campaigns. The fighting 
(.)f his regiment ended with the capture of 
}i'ort Blakely, the last of the defenses of 
Mobile, on the evening of April 9, 1865, 

. ~everal hours after Lee's surrender at 
Appomattox. Since then he has always 
taken much interest in military affairs. He 
WJ.tered the Iowa National Guard in 1R77, 

· i~ its early days, as a lieutenant in Com
pa.ny B, Sixth regiment, and served suc
cessively as captain, lieutenant-colonel, and 
was colonel of the regiment for four years, 
resigning that place to accept a commission 
as inspector-general, with rank of brigadier
general. The latter he resigned in the 
spring of 1889, after being elected to con
~gress. In 1892, having served in Iowa 
organizations for fifteen years, he was 
placed on the retired list of the I. N. G. 
with rank of brigadier-general. 

After returning from the war he re
sumed and continued his school work and 
studies, and graduated with honors from 
the law department of the State University 
of Iowa. He was one of the organizers of 
the. banking house of Sweney Brothers at 
9sage in 1874, and took an active part in 
lts management for several years. In 1881 
he engaged in the active practice of law in 
Osage. He has always been a republican. 
ln 1883 be was elected by that party to the 
state senate of the Twentieth General As
·~bly, from the Forty-first district, com
posed of Mitchell, Howard a.nd Worth 
counties. He made so good an impression 

that he was elected president pTo tem of the 
senate of the Twenty-first General Assem
bly in 1886 by unanimous vote. He 
served on the judiciary committee and 
on the committee on mines and mining. He 
was re-elected in 1887 from Mitchell, Worth 
and Winnebago counties, and during the 
Twenty-second General Assembly occu
pied the responsible position of chairman 
of committee on rail ways, and under his 
able leadership and management our pres
ent railroad law was enacted. In 1888 he 
was elected from the Fourth Iowa district 

to the lower house of the Fifty-first Con
gress, where he served on the committees 
of education, railways and canals and inter
state commerce, and helped to enact the 
famous McKinley bill. After retirement 
he resumed his law practice and attention 
to his extensive farming interests. 

Mr. Sweney is a member of the First 
Congregational church of Osage, and bas 
for several years been president of the 
board of trustees in that organization. For 
twenty-two years he has been a member of 
the board of trustees of the Cedar Valley 
seminary at Osage, and served several 
years as president of the board. He is 
director and president of the Osage Build
ing and Loan association. He belongs to 
the G. A. R., is a Knight Templar and a 
Shriner. 

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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Biographies 1901 

at~nded the common schools and Bethany (W.Va.) College; 
studied law; was admitted to the bar in 1853 and commenced 
practice in Liberty, Ky.; moved to Owensboro, Daviess 
County, in 1853; prosecuting attorney of Daviess County 
1854-1858; presidential elector on the Democratic ticket of 
Douglas and Johnson in 1860; elected .as a Democrat to the 
Forty-first Congress (March 4, 1869-March 3, 1871); was re
nominated in 1870, but declined. to accept the nomination; 
resumed the practice of law in Owensboro, Ky., and died 
there April 21, 1895; interment in Elmwood Cemetery. 

SWEENY, George, a Representative from Ohio; born near 
Gettysburg, Pa., February 22, 1796; pursued academic stud
ies and was graduated from Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pa.; 
studied law; was admitted to the bar and commenced prac
tice in Gettysburg in 1820; moved to Bucyrus, Crawford 
County, Ohio, in 1830; prosecuting. attorney of Crawford 
County in 1838; elected as. a Democrlit to the Twenty-sixth 
and Twenty-seventh Congresses (March 4, 1839-March 3, 
1843); was not a candidate for . renomination in 1842; re
sumed the practice of his profession; moved to Geneseo, 
Henry County, IU., in 1853, and .continued the practice of 
law; returned to Bucyrus; Ohio, in 1856; was llgain elected 
prosecuting attorney of Crawford County; retired from the 
practice of his profession and engaged in literary and scien
tific pursuits; died in Bucyrus,. Ohio, October 10, 1877; inter
ment in Oakwood Cemetery. 

SWEET, Burton Erwin, a Representative from Iowa; born 
on a farm near Waverly; Bremer County, Iowa, December 
10, 1867; attended the common schools and the Iowa State 
Normal School· at Cedar Falls; was graduated from Cornell 
College, Mount Vernon:, Iowa, in 1893 and from the law 
department of the University of Iowa at Iowa City in 1895; 
was admitted to the bar in 1895 and commenced practice in 
Waverly, Iowa; city .solicitor of Waverly 1896-1899; member 
of the State house of representatives 1900-1904; delegate to 
the Republican Nationa:l Convention in 1904; m:ember of the 
Republican State central committee 1902-1906; elected as a 
Republican to the Sixty-fourth and to the three succeeding 
Congresses (March 4, 1915;,.March 3, 1923); did not seek re
.nomination in 1922, having become a candidate for Senat9r; 
unsuccessful candidate for United States Senator in theRe
publican primary election of 1922 and llgain in 1924; re
sumed the practice oflaw; died in Waverly, Iowa, January 3, 
1957; interment in Hartington Cemetery. 

. SWEET, Edwin Forrest, a Representative from Michigan; 
born in Dansville, Livingston County, N.Y., November 21, 
1847; attended the common schools; was graduated from the 
literary department of Y a:le College in 1871 and from the 
law department of Michigan University at Ann Arbor in 
187 4; was admitted to the bar in 187 4 and commenced prac
tice in Grand Rapids, Mich., in 1876; member of the board of 
education 1899-1906; mayor of Grand Rapids 1904-1906; 
elected as a Democrat to the Sixty-second Congress (March 
4, 1911-March 3, 1913); unsuccessful candidate for reelection 
in 1912 to the Sixty-third Congress; Assistant Secretary of 
Commerce 1913-1921; unsuccessful candidat.,e for Governor 
of Michigan in 1916; member of the board of education of 
Grand Rapids 1923-1926; member of the city commission 
1926-1928; operated a grain and stock ranch in North 
Dakota; resided in Grand Rapids, Mich., until 1928 when he 
retired and moved to Ojai, Calif., where· he died April 2, 
1935; interment in Oakhill Cemetery, Grand Rapids, Mich. 

SWEET, John Hyde, a Representative from Nebraska; 
born in Milford, Otsego County, N.Y., September 1, 1880; 
moved to Palmyra, Nebr., with his parents in 1885; attended 
the Palmyra grade and high schools, the University of Ne-

braska at Lincoln, and the Lincoln (Nebr.) Business College; 
employed as a court reporter in western Nebraska in 1899 
and 1900; wholesa:le grocer in Nebraska City 1902-1909; en
gllged in the newspaper publishing business at NebraSka 
City, Nebr., in 1909; delegate to the Progressive National 
Convention in 1912; elected as a Republican to the Seventy
sixth Congress ·to fill the vacancy ~used by the· death of 
George H. Heinke and served from April 9, 1940, to January 
3, 1941; was not a candidate for renomination in 1940; re
sumed the newspaper publishing business in Nebraska City, 
Nebr., until his death in Community Hospita:l, Wickenburg, 
Ariz., April 4, 1964; interment in Wyuka Cemetery, Nebras
ka City, Nebr. 

SWEET, Thaddeus C., a Representative from New York; 
born in Phoenix, Oswego County, N.Y., November 16, 1872; 
attended the public schools; was graduated from Phoenix 
Academy and High School; entered business and for two 
years served as a traveling sa:lesman; in 1895 began the 
manufacture of paper and was president of the Sweet Paper 
Manufacturing Co.; a:Iso engaged in· banking; town: clerk of 
Phoenix 1896-1899; member, New York State assembly, 
1910-1920, serving as speaker 1914-1920; elected as a Repub
lican to the Sixty-eighth Congress to fill the vacancy caused 
by the death of.Luther W. Mott; reelected to the Sixty-ninth 
and Seventieth Congresses and served from November 6, 
1923, until his death as the result. of an airplane accident at 
Whitney Point, Broome County, N.Y., May 1, 1928; chair
man, Committee on Expenditures in the Pepartll).ent of War 
(Sixty-ninth Congress); interment in the Rura:l Cemetery, 
Pho~nix, N.Y. 

SWEET, Willis, a Representative from Idaho; born at 
Alburg Springs, Vt., January 1, 1856; attended the common 
schools and the University of Nebraska at Lincoln; learned 
the printer's trade in Lincoln, Nebr.; moved to Moscow, 
Latah County, Idaho, in September 1881; studied law; was 
admitted to the bar in 1889 and commeneed practice in 
Moscow; appointed United States attorney for Idaho 1n May 
1888; judge of the first judicia:l district of Idaho from Novem
ber 19, 1889, to January 1, 1890; appointed associate justice 
of Idaho Supreme Court November 25, 1889; first president 
of the board of regents of the University ofldaho 1889-1893; 
upon the admission of Idaho as a State into the Union was 
elected as a Republican to the Fifty-first Congress; reelected 
to the Fifty-second and ,Fifty-third Congresses and served 
from October 1, 1890, to March 3, 1895; was not a candidate . 
for renomination in 1894; unsuccessful candidate for election 
to the United States Senate in 1896; resumed the practice of 
his profession in Coeur d'Alene, Kootenai County, Idaho; 
attorney general for Puerto Rico 1903-1905; editor of a news
paper in San Juan, P.R., from 1913 until his death there 
July 9, 1925; interment in Santurce Cemetery. 

SWEETSER, Charles, a Representative from Ohio; born 
in Dummerston, Vt., January 22, 1808; moved with his par
ents to Delaware, Ohio, in 1817; attended the public schools; 
engaged in mercantile pursuits; studied law; was admitted to 
the bar in 1832 and commenced practice in Delaware, Dela
ware County, Ohio; elected as a Democrat to the Thirty-first 
and Thirty-second CongresSes (March 4, 1849-March 3, 1853); 
chairman, Committee on Public Expenditures (Thirty-second 
Congress); resumed the practice of law; died in Delaware, 
Ohio,· April 14, 1864; interment in Oak Grove Cemetery. 

SWENEY, J.oseph Henry, a Representative from Iowa; 
born in Warren County, Pa., October 2, 1845; attended the 
public schools of Pennsylvania and Iowa; was graduated 
from the law department of the University of Iowa at Iowa 

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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City in 1880; was admitted to the. bar the same year and 
commenced practice in Osage, Mitchell County, Iowa; also 
engaged in banking and agricultural pursuits; during the 
Civil War enlisted in the Union Army and served as ser
geant in Company K, Twenty-seventh Regiment, Iowa Vol
unteer Infantry; colonel of the Sixth Regiment National 
Guard of Iowa for four years and brigadier and inspector 
general of the State; member of the State senate 1883-1891, 
serving as president pro tempore in 1886; elected as a Re
publican to the Fifty-first Congress (March 4, 1889-March 3, 
1891); unsuccessful candidate for reelection in 1890 to the 
Fifty-second Congress; resumed the practice of law in Osage, 
Iowa; died while on a visit in Norfolk, Va., November 11, 
1918; interment in Osage Cemetery, Osage, Iowa. 

SWICK, Jesse Howard, a Representative from Pennsylva
nia; born near New Brighton, Beaver County, Pa., August 6, 
1879; attended the public schools and Geneva College, 
Beaver Falls, Pa.; taught school in Beaver County, Pa., 1895--
1900; graduated from Hahnemann Medical College of Phila
delphia in 1906; moved to Beaver Falls, Pa., in 1906 and 
commenced the practice of medicine; president of the Beaver 
Falls Bureau of Health 1907-1914; during the First World 
War served as a first lieutenant and later as a captain in the 
Medical Corps of the United States Army, with overseas 
service, from August 31, 1917, to May 9, 1919; resumed the 
practice of medicine in Beaver Falls, Pa.; also interested in 
banking and the manufacturing of steel products; member of 
the Beaver Falls City Council1925-1927; elected as a Repub
lican to the Seventieth and to the three succeeding Congress
es (March 4, 1927-January 3, 1935); was an unsuccessful 
candidate for reelection in 1934 to the Seventy-fourth Con
gress; resumed the .practice of medicine until August 1945, 
when he retired; died in Beaver Falls, Pa., November 17, 
1952; interment in Concord Cemetery, North Sewickley 
Township, Beaver County, Pa. 

SWIFT, Allan Byron, a Representative from Washington; 
born in Tacoma, Pierce County, Wash., September 12, 1935; 
attended the Pieri:e County public schools; graduated from 
Lincoln High School, Tacoma, 1953; attended Whitman Col
lege, Walla Walla, 1953-1955; B.A., Central Washington Uni
versity, Ellensburg, Wash., 1957; broadcaster; public affairs 
director, KVOS-TV; administrative assistant to United 
States Representative Lloyd Meeds, 1965-1969; member, Bel
lingham City Charter Revision; chairman and member, Bel
lingham Citizens' Advisory Committee on Schools; member, 
Bellingham Housing Authority; elected as a Democrat to the 

. Ninety-sixth and to the four succeeding Congresses (January 
3, 1979-January 3, 1989); is a resident of Bellingham, Wash. 

SWIFT, Benj;pnin, a Representative and a Senator-from 
Vermont; born in Amenia, N.Y., April 3, 1781; moved with 
his father to Bennington,. Vt., in 1786; completed preparato
ry studies; studied law; was admitted to the bar in 1806 and 
commenced practice in Bennington; moved to Manchester 
and then to St. Albans in· 1809; practiced law and also en
gaged in banking and agricultural pursuits; member, State 
house of representatives 1813, 1825, 1826; elected to the 
Twentieth and Twenty-frrst Congresses (March 4, 1827-
March 3, 1831); was not a candidate for renomination in 
1830; elected to the United States Senate as a Whig and 
served from March 4, 1833, to March · 3, 1839; was not a 
candidate for renomination in 1839; resumed the practice of 
law and agricultural pursuits; died in St. Albans, Vt., on 
November 11, 1847; interment in the Old Cemetery, South 
Main Street. 

SWIFT, George Robinson, a Senator from Alabama; born 
at Swift Post Office, Baldwin County, Ala., December 19, 

1887; attended the public schools of Baldwin County, Ala., 
the University Military School, Mobile, Ala., and the Uni
versity of Alabama at Tuscaloosa; engaged in the lumber 
industry in Alabama; member, Alabama house of represent
atives 1931-1935; member, State senate 1935-1939; State 
highway director 1943-1946; appointed as a Democrat to the 
United States Senate to fill the vacancy caused by the death 
of John H. Bankhead II and served from June 15, 1946, to 
November 5, 1946, when a successor was elected; was not a 
candidate for election to the vacancy in 1946; member, State 
senate 1947_;1951; president of Southern Pine Association 
1954-1955; president, Swift-Hunter Lumber Co., of Atmore, 
Ala.; retired and resided in Atmore, Ala.; died in New Orle
ans, La., September 10, 1972; interment in Oak Hill Ceme
tery, Atmore, Ala. 

SWIFT, Oscar William, a Representative from New York; 
born in Paines Hollow, Herkimer County, N.Y., April 11, 
1869; moved to Michigan with his parents, who settled in 
Adrian in 1877; attended the public schools and the Univer
sity of Michigan at Ann Arbor; was graduated from the New 
York Law School, New York City, in 1896; was admitted to 
the bar in 1897 and commenced practice in New York City; 
elected as a Republican to the Sixty-fourth and Sixty-fifth 
Congresses (March 4, 1915-March 3, 1919); unsuccessful can
didate for reelection in 1918 to the Sixty-sixth Congress; 
resumed law practice in New York City; died in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., June 30, 1940; interment in Kensico Cemetery, Valhal-
la, N.Y. · 

SWIFT, Zephaniah, a Representative from Connecticut; 
born in Wareham, Plymouth County, Mass,i February 27, 
1759; moved with his parents to Lebanon, New London 
County, .Conn;; completed preparatory studies; was graduat
ed from Yale College . in 1778; studied law; was admitted to 
the bar and commenced practice in Windham, Conn.; 
member of the State house of representatives 1787-1793, 
serving as speaker in 1792; clerk of the house for four ses
sions; elected to the Third Congress and reelected as a Fed
eralist to the Fourth Congress (March 4, 1793-March 3, 
1797); resumed the practice of law at Windham; also en
gaged in literary pursuits; secretary of the French mission 
in 1800; judge of the supreme court in 1801 and chief justice 
1806-1819; member of the Hartford Convention in 1814; 
again a member of the State house of representatives 1820-
1822; died in Warren, Trumbull County, Ohio, September 27, 
1823; interment in Oakwood Cemetery. 

Bibliography: DAB. 

SWINBURNE, John, a Representative from New York; 
born at Deer River, Lewis County, N,Y., May 30, 1820; at
tended the. public schools and academies in Denmark and 
Lowville, Lewis County, and in Fairfield, Herkimer County; 
was graduated from the Albany Medical College in 1847 and 
commenced practice as a physician and surgeon; during the 
Civil War was appointed a medical officer; appointed by 
Governor Seymour in 1864 health officer of the port of New 
York and reappointed by Governor Fenton in 1866, holding 
the position six years; in charge of the American Ambulance 
Corps during the siege of Paris by the Prussians in 1870 and 
1871; elected mayor of Albany in 1882 and counted out, but 
after fourteen months' litigation was awarded the office by 
the courts; elected as a Republican to the Forty-ninth Con
gress (March 4, 1885-March 3, 1887); resumed the practice of 
his profession;· died in Albany, N.Y., March 28, 1889; inter
ment in Albany Rural Cemetery. 

SWINDALL, Charles, a Representative from Oklahoma; 
born at College Mound, near Terrell, Kaufman County, Tex., 

I ___. Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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US Congressman. During the Civil War, he 
served in the Union Army as a Sergeant in 
Company K, 27th Regiment, Iowa Volunteer 
Infantry. In 1880, he graduated from the law 
department of the University of Iowa, was 
admitted to the bar and commenced practice in 
Osage. From 1883 to 1891, he was a member 
of the Iowa State Senate, serving as president 
pro tempore in 1886. In 1889 he was elected 
as a Republican to the Fifty-first Congress, 
serving until 1891. An unsuccessful candidate 
for reelection, he resumed the practice of law 
until his death. (blo by: Jo.!m"J-Cat'' Grlffith) 
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