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IV 
FORESTON 

(Forest City) 
1854 

Accounts regarding the exact date of the beginning of the Foreston 
Roller Mills are somewhat contradictory. Records indicate that construe~ 
tion was begun in 1856, slightly before the building of the saw mill at 
Lime Spring. The land on which the Foreston Mill was erected was pre~ 
empted from the government by James G. Upton, then was purchased by 
A. W. Rice Construction Company, uuilders of the mill. One of the early 
settlers employed on this work \vas L. H. Van Nimam 1 Joel A. Daniels 
soon bought the property and he continued to operate the mill until 1871. 

A post office was opened at Foreston on January 6, 1857, with C. S. 
Thurber as postmaster. Here on the river, the first real store in the town­
ship was established by Petel- Velie in 1854. By 1861, Foreston is said to 
have contained at least fifty buildings: many dwellings, the necessary 
blacksmith shop, wagon repair shop, general store, and school house: S. 
L. Cary was another pioneer merchant who opened his first business at 
Foreston. In 1861 the first classes of the Academy were modestly begun 
in the Craig home. 

A village of more than twenty blocks was platted in August, 1856, 
complete with public square, and with streets named Water, Main, Fre­
mont, Dayton, Cedar, Spring, Bluff, Iowa, Howard, and Grove.2 

In 1871, the Reverend John D. Williams (one of the early Welsh 
ministers) purchased the mill, and in due time it came to his son, the 
Honorable W. W. Williams. W. W. Williams was a son of the Rev. John 
D. Williams who first came to Bristol in 1866 and to Foreston in 1873. 
He received the usual education in the public schools, and being an earnest 
student, entered the Minnesota State University, graduating in 1880. In 
1891 he was elected to the State Legislature, and was re-elected in 1893. Mr. 
Williams is remembered as a gentlement of fine ability, culture, and char-

acter. He was married to Miss Margaret Roberts, and there were five 
children, Dwight, Jennie, Mary, Wendell and Gomer. 

1 Levi H. Van Niman en{ered the township in 1856. ln 1857 he erected a fine log house on his farm 
one mile east of Old Town R. H. Jones farm), and this log house was still in us.e in 1883. 
The Van Niman home was Ly a:i as the ho:...:s.e w:th the huge ra(;;k cf elk antiers moun1ed 
over the d0or. 

2Foreston was p!atteC cs Fcrest c~tv. One cf the eari'est serriers f-';ad come frcrn Fcrres'!"on, !i:in:. s 
a ore ~hiS r.ia·r ac:: ;..r.: ~:.::.:- ~i"ie nan".O. 

31 
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Foreston mill, dam, and bridge, as seen in 1909. 

W. W. Williams, for many years associated with the Foreston 
mill, as owner and operator, as was his father, before him. 
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I 

Outline of Personal History . of 
I 

/
).1 /;1 

; I. t. RESIDENCE 

Kindly furnish on this sheet the necessary data for a personal sket•:h and return at 
qnet;tion is i:npurtant. 

your early/convenience. ··, Every 

EDGAR R. HARLAN, CURATOR 

UJqr l;istnriral irpartmrnt nf 1lt1bta 
DE:S MOINES, IOWA 

tThi~ form is for use in collectit.lg data on deceased as we11 as living persons. Appropriate alteration~ may b~ tnade in n1ntter h<·lov.~.·) 

'· Name in full (all name~r) ... V.~"--·-·--~~---··&-z:;? t4:•:-!;!-:::~·~:<~<! 
2. Chief occupation or profe .. ;ion ............. ·---~--- ... (~---············: 

::~:~:·~~:.~·:·.:::.~::::::~.:~~~•-•:?z•~ 3. 

4. 

5. Pre .. wntre~ridencft address .......... ~---------¥~--/'.- ............. 6~-~---············ ········--
6, Pr1111ent business addre .. s ························-~-~---······································-~-~---······················· ........................... '.' ......................................... . 

7. Date of birth ................ ........... CZ:a .... /.::."'····--~--/ .. "':4 .......... L._!:.-~.6~ :3 ................................................................ . 
8. Place of birth ................ ~----~: ........ ~: ............ :/.~~---········ ........................................... . 
9. If born abroad, where .............................................................. . 

10. Emigrated to America, when ........................................................................................ . 

13. .Further emigration, if any............... .................................................................................................... . ............................................. . 

14. Education. Gioe name and location of rural, high, bu.oin•u• or technical school, college or unioerslty.>.. ...... ~. 
-~-~¥~·-······--£~-~te:.r;;:z .... ·--~~--~-

15. 

····-···---···----·~~----·····-------·-· ------------ ------ ... ------·---------------- -···-····--- ---·--·-----·---··----~-----·-····-----·······---------·---------·-- . ·-·---

Dat• ollfrad,.•tlon and de11ree lf atty; ...... . LJ:. .. .l~.?:.r. .. ........ 4~-:f?: .. ~ .. 4:r .... !;{·:~·-;:;·_;.j:~;;_·.·-~--~~;-~----~----··'" 
l/ 
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TRUST I!I!S 

GOVERNOR GEORGE W. CLARKE 
CHIEF JUSTICE SCOTT M. LADD 
JUDGE SILAS M. WEAVER 
JUDGE WILLIAM D. EVANS 
JUDGE HORACE E. DEEMER 
JUDGE FRANK R. GAYNOR 
JUDGE BYRON W. PRESTON 
JUDGE WINFIELD S. WITHROW 
HON. WILLIAM S. ALLEN 

lji.atnrtnr'ritpartmtttt nf llnma 
(FOUNDED SY CHARLES ALDRICH) 

EDGAR R. HARLAN, CURATOR 

SECRETARY OF STATE its ilniurs. 
HON. A. M. DEYOE 

SUPT. PUBLIC INSTRUCTION 

Oct. 19, 1914. 

Uy dear Mr. Williams: 

As yet I have not received your biographical 

outline, almost imperative for me to have before November 

1st in order to supply indispensable data to the office of 

Secretary of' State. 

I:f for any reason you do not wish us to permanently 

preserve :full biographical information, I trust you will at 

once give me at least the information called :for below. 

Sincerely, 
.~A1/_..-· ~, .<•r /;;;r d;:v , -l/' ·c· ·-, '"'/·;· .............. '" /#/,., . . I ' ;;/ i'; / /~/,fi ; .q /' /' ,~// j' ' / 

·~ f ~, ~/ ''-::~~~-C\1.......~~·(· . .-Hon. W. W. Williams, 

Lime Springs, Iowa. 

What is your a&e? ft.! 
How long have you lived in Iowa? Lf ( ~e_~ . 

~~~·~~&_r-What is your occupation? 

For what are you a candidate? ~' 
On what ticket are you nominated? A(//~ 

What is the number o:f your 

What is your post office? 

~/ z:zt:, 
district? r- ! 

~~ 
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16. Place of death 

17. Date of death .............. .....................•.................... 

IS. 

19. 

20. Occupation of father--~ 

21. 

22. 

23. 

H. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28 R.eiigious preference if ncn;:affiliated with a denomination _____ .. ··-------··-------

29 . .A•I'ernber of' wha.t .societies or assCJciations of learning 

30. )!-!ember of i.Vhat .secret organizations, with honors Dr of'fices held, with dates .. 

·\ 

J I. Member of what clubs if any 

32. Belonged to what firms \give r.ames in _full and dates if pDssible l 

33, Officer or director in any corporation 

:l-1-. Enclose !Jasin.ess card if possibi.e 

35. Enclose photograph and autograph 
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-!lilclllan~ou·~~------r--·---;; ____ ~+------~:~--'{-----;t-; .. , ___ , __ ,,_,~:,:ff;~ ... :"t ... ":;, ......... ~----······t,•---:L ............. ,---·----·-----·---·: ___________________ , _______________ , ________ __ 

·- ' ·~ :. . . ~ -~ . . ; . 
· ··7.:~ ·--·--.-> --------- · -.--- .:~----- -,---- ·- . .:. :- -- -~- ·f--- ·.;.·---- -- · ·-- ·- ·---·- -~-- ·- --- · · · · · ------ ·r • • • ·-- • ·-- ·- --- __ ._ ---------------------------.:.--- -- --...- -- ·------ ··- • ~----------- -----.---- ·----. 

------------------------------.----------------- J ___ ----:.- _____ ::_- ---- -~---~L ---------------------------------------.------------ •. .::.·----------------------------------------- -----------······-·- -------- ---~----· i 

:.·E::f..:~:~:::E~f:~~i~~~;=-~~:~ __ T~~=~~=~ 
.... ···~ ··• ······:~····'·····~··---·L£1~-+--····-····-----· .. -·-·----·-·+·-··-·· .. ···--

ll. 0ccupatioil of /&Is or /r.ei fatlr.er ....... ..il---:' -\•-~·-···-~------····-----~+---------------------·--···------··'------····----··.L ....................... . 
13. 

14. 

If;. 
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Welcome to RootsWeb.com Sign L!J 

Search For Your Ancestors 

First Name last Name STATE 

Lime Springs, Howard, Iowa 

Entries: 5364 Updated: 2008-03-10 00:47:03 UTC (Mon) Contact: 

This file contains the names of over 2,000 individuals buried at Pleasant Hill Cemetery, 700 graduates of Lime Springs 
High School, many but not all residents of LS at the time of the 1900-1930 censuses, and siblings and parents of the 
aforementioned individuals. To respect privacy, the given names ofliving individuals less than 75 years old are not 

shown. 

• Name: William W. Williams 
• Surname: Williams 
• Given Name: William W. 
• Sex: M 
• Birth: 12 Oct 1853 in Wisconsin 
• Death: 25 May 1922 
• Burial: Pleasant Hill,Lime Springs,Howard,IA 
• Reference Number: A226a 
• UID: B8814Fl5FC97D7118735E5F5FADE6947362B 
• Change Date: 25 Nov 2005 at 15:28:50 

Father: lghn_Q._W_illi<Lfi1[Reversmd b: 25 Sep 1814 in Wales 
Mother: b: 1818 in Wales 

Marriage 1 M:::rrgarelE._RQhert~ b: 5 May 1866 in Wisconsin 

• Married: 7 Oct 1891 

Children 

~--···="-'----''-'-·-''--="c"'-" b: 5 Aug 1892 in Iowa 
.._-~·_,_ .. , __ • _ _._.c'c'c,._.~.,"'- b: 1 Oct 1893 in Iowa 
--''---'"'c'c~_ .... L· __ _._._ •• """A~_._" b: 1895 in Iowa 
Ma,ry_Willi_.:tm~ b: 1897 in Iowa 

b: 1900 in Iowa 

http:/ /worldconnect.rootsweb.ancestry .com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi ?op=GET &db=burton 7 &id=I... 12/16/2008 
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1900 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.corn 

ances 

Home Family Trees Search Coila borate 

You searched for William W. Williams in Iowa 
4& All 1900 United States Federal Census Results 

Page 1 of2 

Messages {1) 

Learning Center DNA Publish Shop 

1900 United States Federal Census 

e Save record to someone in 
my tree 

L Comments and Corrections .. I 

.E-mail imaqe to a friend 

View printer-friendht 

Make a Connection 

Not sure where to start? Often 

it's helpful to contact others 
who share your research 

interests: 
Hnd others searching ror .................................................................... ... J.~~ ....... . 
William W Williarns 

Name: William WWilliams 

Horne in 1900: Forest, Howard, Iowa 

46 

Birth Date: Oct 1853 

Wisconsin 

White 

Ethnicity: American 

Gender: M:~le 

Relationship to Head 

head-of-house: 

Wales 

Birthplace: 

Mother's Wales 

Birthplace: 

Spouse's name: Margret 

Marriage Year: 1892 

Madtal Status: Married 

Years Married: 8 

Residence : Lime Springs Town, Howard, 

Iowa 

Occupation: 

View others on page 

Household Name Age 

Members: Wi11iam W vVilliams 

Viewori 
image 

Viewbla 

http:/ /search. ancestry .corn/cgi-bin/sse.dll ?indiv= 1 &db= 1900usfedcen%2c&rank=0&=%2c%2c%2... 6/13/2009 
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1900 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

34 

7 

6 

5 

3 

8/12 

Page 2 of2 

Attach this record to a person in your tree as a source record, or 

for later evaluation. 

Contact Us Ancestry. com Affiliates rerms and Condlfions 

PART OF THE GENERATIONS t!ETWOt~f\(f;! 2009. 

http:/ /search. ancestry .com/cgi -bin/sse.dll ?indiv= 1 &db= 1900usfedcen%2c&rank=0&=%2c%2c%2... 6/13/2009 
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1910 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

".frees CoHaboratc 

You searched for William W. Williams in Iowa 
Al! 1910 United States Federal Census Results 

ol 

Make a Connection 

Not sure where to start? Often 

it's helpful to contact others 

who share your research 

interests: 

Page 1 of2 

Hi, lJlgOut Messages (1) 

D.NA Publish 

1910 United States Federal Census 

William W Williams 

s6 

abt1854 

Wisconsin 

Head 

Wales 

Wales 

Maggie 

Forest City, Howard, Iowa 

Married 

White 

Male 

Nan;c 

s6 

43 

17 

16 

15 

13 

10 

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv=1&db=1910USCenlndex%2c&rank=0&=%2c%2... 6/13/2009 
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Hi, --;f: -~~!-~~j~_fl.~. Log Out Messages (1) My Account Help To-Dos Quick Links 

Home Family Trees Search Collaborate Learning Center 

Beaumaster Family Tree cowner: georgepBeaumaster) 

Overview People Family Tree 

Birth: Oct 1853 
Wisconsin, USA 

Death: 

Save this person to your tree 

View details 

Age:27 

1885 

Age: 32 

Forest City, Howard, Iowa, United States 

Re~d~o~e 
Forest City 

DNA Publish 

Photos 

Audio 

Videos 

R~{:;O_nt$ 

Comments 

-Add-

Shop 

8 

0 

0 

0 

6 

0 

Add to Quick Links 

or See full list of people 

Family Members 

Parents 

DWilliams 

Mary 
1820-

Show Siblings 

Spouse & Children 

Margaret E M Roberts 
1866- 1929 

Family Group Sheet 

Records 

1880 United States 
Age: 39 Federal Census 

1900 R~sid~n~E! 
Ume Sprlngs Town, Howard~ Iowa 

Age:47 

Forest City, Howard, Iowa 
Age: 57 

lime Springs 
Age: 62 

Minneapolis Ward 2, Hennepin, Minnesota 

Stories 

No stories have been added. 

No audio recordings have been added. 

Video 

No video recordings have been added. 

1900 United States 
Federal Census 

1910 United States 
Federai Census 

1920 United States 
Federal Census 

Iowa State Census 
Collection, 1836-1925 

Iowa State Census 
Collection, 1836-1925 

Source citations (7) 

Web Links 

There are no webHnks avafJabie 
for this person. 

_S_earcb___t_b~ __ IM"_eb tor Wiili~ro­
WJNjUia_rm~-

Additional Tools 

Find famous relatives 

http:/ /trees. ancestry .com/pt/person.aspx?pid=-1 056864026&tid=2646128&ssrc= 6/15/4009 




