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The Evening Democrat, Fort Madison, Iowa 
Tuesday, Sept. 5, 1916 Page 5, Column 2 

Hon. F. H. Wilken Called by Death 

Died at Sacred Heart Hospital Monday. 

Was Prominent Figure Commercially and Politically Here for Last Quarter of a Century. 

Frank H. Wilken, a native of Fort Madison and prominently identified with 
commercial and political activity of this city, this country and this part of the state for the 
past thirty years, passed away at Sacred Heart hospital at 7:45 a. m. Monday, September, 
4, 1916, his death following complications from which he had been a patient sufferer for 
the past two years. He had been confined to the hospital for eleven weeks. 

Mr. Wilken's life and the fruits ofhis life were exemplary. He was born at Fort 
Madison September 9, 1857, the son of Mr. and Mrs. William Wilken, pioneer residents 
of this section. He was 59 years of age at the time of his death. For several years he 
conducted a general merchandise business here, was a successful business man, one 
whose integrity and word was never questioned. He held the interests of the city well at 
heart and was frequently vested with public positions of prominence and responsibility. 
He has served the democratic party as committeeman for perhaps as long as any resident 
in the county. For several terms he was a member of the city council and during the 
incumbency of Mayor Hamilton was often called upon to take over the duties of the 
city's highest executive. He served in the lower house ofthe state legislature during the 
24th and 25th general assemblies as representative from this district. For the past six years 
he has been doing real estate and insurance business, maintaining his office at 1307 Front 
street. His residence was at 1236 Fifth street. 

He was united in marriage May 21, 1878, to Miss Anna M. Luebbers, who 
survives him with three daughters and one son, Margaret A. Wilken O'Brien ofKeokuk, 
Clara M. Wilken Kelly of Great Falls, Mont., Helen A. Wilken Armintrout ofthis city, 
and William F: Wilken, also of this city. There are seven great grandchildren, Geo. M. 
Wilken of this city is a brother and Mrs. J. S. Dietcher of Chicago and Mrs. A. Beimer of 
San Bernardino, Calif. are sisters. 

Mr. Wilken will be missed not only for his citizenship, but for his family 
devotion, his faithful regard for his religious duties, and all else that went to make for him 
a monument of respect and esteem. He was a member of St. Mary's Catholic church. 

Funeral services, private, from the residence and from St. Mary's church at 9:00 
a. m. , Thursday, thence by motor to Sacred Heart cemetery, where internment will be 
made. Please omit flowers. 
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as a court lawyer, and as such has but few 
equals in the state. 

Mr. Joy has always been a staunch re
publican. He was a member of the lower 
house in the Eleventh and Twelfth General 
Assemblies and spentmost of his time in 
Des Moines during the sessi~n of the Thir
teenth General Assembly, in 1868, looking 
after legislation for the purpose of secur
ing railways for northwestern Iowa. In 
this capacity he probably did as much 
work for his constituents as any member 
of the legislature, for the legislation he 
secured has been of inestimable benefit to 
that part of the state. Having accom
plished this work, Mr. Joy has since re
fused the solicitations of friends to become 
a candidate for any office, though he served 
two years as a member of the board of 
capitol commissioners during the inception 
of the great enterprise of building the 
state house. Friends urged him to be a 
candidate for district or circuit judge, a 
position he was peculiarly well qualified to 
fill, but he never encouraged such move
ments. Mr. Joy has been a prominent lay 
member of the Baptist church for more 
than forty- two years. He was married 
October 18, 1859, to Frances A. Stone, of 
Westmoreland, N. H. They have two 
children, the elder, C. L., the lawyer, and 
Helen F., wife of Giles W. Brown. general 
manager of the Sioux Milling company, of 
which Mr. Joy is president. Mr. Joy has 
always been deeply interested in school 
matters, and for more than twenty years 
be gave his valuable time and business 
experience to the school board of Sioux 
City, as member and president. To the 
wise management given the district's 
affairs by these directors, who included 
some of the most prominent citizens of the 
city, is due the excellent condition of the 
public schools and most of the valuable 
property owned by the district. Mr. Joy 
was president of the Sioux National bank, 
the heaviest in Sioux City, from its organ
ization until January, 1896. He has been 
a stockholder and otherwise connected 
with various financial institutions in Sioux 
City, that have felt the impress of his 
ability. He is a strong man, physically, 
mentally and morally, takes an active 
interest in all public enterprises for the 
improvement of the city, and it has been 
fortunate in having such a man among its 
early settlers. 

His has been the work of helping to 
lay a solid foundation for a great and 
growing city. 

wrEltltN, FRANK HENRY, of Fort 
Madison, is one of the well-known business 
men and prominent politicians of south
eastern Iowa. He is of German parentage, 
his father, William Wilken, a contractor 
and builder, having been born in Soegel, 
Kreis Meppen, Hanover, in 1822, while his 
mother, Agnes Shuette, was born in Hoerst, 
Bezirk, Minden, August 7, 1824. He comes 
of excellent ancestors, many of them hav
ing belonged. to the learned professions. 
The mayorship of the city of Grossen 
Stavern was held by the Wilken family for 
eight years. 

F. H. Wilken was born September 9, 
1857, at Fort Madison, Lee county, Iowa. 

His education was obtained in the public 
schools of that city, and in private parochial 
schools. He began business for himself in 
February, 1878, several months before he 
became of age. He at first conducted a 
small grocery store, and to this he has 
continued to add year by year, until his 
business has increased to large proportions, 
and he now owns a fine stock of general 
merchandise, and enjoys a splendid patron
age. 

Politically, Mr. Wilken has always been 
a democrat. He was a member of the 
school board from 1886 to 1889, and during 
his term of office was an earnest worker 
for the promotion of the best interests of 
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the public schools, securing numerous im
provements in the way of better buildings 
and progressive methods of training. He 
was elected a member of the city council 
of Fort Madison in 1888, and re-elected 
without opposition in 1890, serving as 
president of the council during all but one 
year that he held the office. In 1892 he 
was elected to the Twenty-fourth General 
Assembly, as a member of the house, and 
served again during the Twenty-fifth. 
While in the legislature he took an active 
part in helping to repeal the prohibitory 
liquor law, believing that a license system 
should be allowed where the former law 
could not be enforced. :Mr. Wilken be
longs to the Catholic church, and is a mem
ber of the German Roman Catholic Benev
olent society, serving as president during 
the years 18l):i, 1896, 1891, and 1898, having 
served as state vice-president of the Cen
tral V erein in 1895. He also belongs to 
the Iowa Mutual Protective association, 
and to the Fort Madison or St. Joseph 
Benevolent society. He has served for 
ten years as director of the Fort Madison 
Building and Loan association, being 
president thereof in 1898 and 1899. 

He was married May 21, 1818, to Anna 
M. Luebbers, and they have four children: 
Margaret M., born February 24, 1819; Wil
liam F, born November 1, 18FH; Clara M., 
born October 24, 1887, and Helen A., born 
June 27, 1890. 

MARSTON, CHARLES SAMUEL, of Mason 
City, is one of the most promising young 
physicians of that section of the state. 
Like so many other successful professional 
men, he is the son of a farmer, and was 
brought up in the country. His father, 
G. W. Marston, still lives on the home
stead in Illinois, where his family of seven 
children grew up. He was a veteran of 
the civil war, having enlisted in the 
Fifteenth Illinois infantry on the first call. 
He fought in several battles, and at the 
battle of Shiloh received three wounds, 
and was soon afterwards discharged on ac
count of his disabilities. The Marstons 
are descendants of an old New England 
family, the doctor's great-grandfather 
having been wounded at the battle of 
Bunker Hill. The family originally lived 
in Vermont and New York, but migrated 
to Illinois early in the 40's. The doctor's 
mother, Sarah Scott, came from Pennsyl
vania. to Illinois when she was a child, and 
previous to her marriage was a prominent 

teacher. She is the daughter of Amos 
Scott, a retired physician, and on her 
mother's side is a direct descendant of the 
McCarty's, who are known in history for 
the _importa~t part they to?k in the early 
Indian wars in Pennsylvama. Dr. Charles 
Marston was born February 6, Ul70, near 
Seward, Winnebago county, Ill., and was 
the third of seven children, the oldest 
being Anson, who is now professor of civil 
engineering at the Iowa State college at 
Ames. He obtained his general education 
in the country schools and in the high 
school at Rockford, Ill., and in the mean
time worked on the farm during vacations. 

In 1888, at the age of 1R, he secured a 
position as clerk in a drug store at Rock
ford, where he remained two years, at the 
same time studying medicine under Dr. R. 
Sager. He entered Rush Medical college 
at Chicago in 1890, graduating March 29, 
1893. Immediately after his graduation he 
came to Mason City and began the prac
tice of medicine, in which be was most suc
cessful. Dr. Marston is a member of the 
Baptist church. In politics he is a republi
can. He was married .July 15, 1890, to 
Miss Evelyn Scott, daughter of Frank B. 
Scott, deceased (a member of the Second 
Illinois cavalry in the civil war), and a 
great- great- granddaughter of General 
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