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trict. The other fifteen counties are Kossuth, Emmet, 
Dickinson, Osceola, Lyon, O'Brien, Clay, Palo Alto, 
,..,herokee, Plymouth, Sioux, Woodbury, Ida, Monona 

1d Crawford. Judges presently serving this district 
m order of seniority are: Richard W. Cooper of Storm 
Lake, James P. Kelley of LeMars, Murray S. Under
wood of Spencer, James H. Andreasen of Algona, 
Tom Hamilton of Spirit Lake, Charles H. Barlow of 
Spirit Lake, Richard F . Branco of Holstein, Richard J. 
Vipond of Denison, Michael S. Walsh of Sioux City , 
and Dewie J . Gaul of Sioux City. 

By Richard W. Cooper 

The Buena Vista County Fair 

In section 26 of Nokomis township, Buena Vista 
County, there are 36 acres of property which are 
transformed for one week each year into a colorful 
and noisy center for family fun, games and recrea
tion. 

This has been going on since 1878 when four men 
organized The Buena Vista County Agricultural Soci
ety, bought the land at the northeast edge of Alta and 
determined to start an annual county fair. C.E. Ca
meron, George E . Hobbs, H.T. Saberson and M. Ad
ams sold 400 shares in order to pay for the land in 
their speculative undertaking. 

It turned out that C.E. Cameron, an Alta druggist 
and owner of a horse farm west of town, was a FAIR 
' hoice for a FAIR job, for after serving as director 
nd coordinator for the first sixteen Alta Fairs, he 

went on to be director of the Iowa State Fair for ten 
years. 

In the early days, the fair goers drove in with their 
teams and raced the same horses that had been 
hitched to their buggies or wagons. Mr. Cameron was 
interested in harness racing and eventually it was his 
influence that brought the sulky drivers to the race 
track. 

In days gone by there were horses which became 
famous at the Alta track: Vivian O'Brian, a little dap
ple gray from South Dakota, Betty Ann Direct, a bay 
mare, Edgar S. and Attila. 

Floral hall , Buena Vista County Fairgrounds 

The races were in the afternoon and bigger sights 
and sounds came on after dark when the Thearle
Duffield Company from Chicago presented their fire
works displays. 

When the grandstand became a reality there were 
spectacular shows in early evening: Carvers' Diving 
Horses, the Hustrei Troupe of highwire bicyclists, 
Ricardo on His Swaying Pole and Karl King's band. 
One time, twenty Rockettes enroute to the Colorado 
State Fair were booked by Mr. G.A. Soderquist for 
one performance on the Alta stage, much to the de
light of the fair patrons. Mr. Soderquist gave eighteen 
years of faithful and devoted service as chairman
manager of the fair. 

Midways were not always organized carnivals. In 
earlier years a family from Okoboji came down with a 
souvenir stand and food. There were a privately 
owned merry-go-round and ferris wheel for a nickel a 
ride. 

Eventually the hub-bub included the sounds of or
ganized carnivals, and added to the carousel and fer
ris wheel were the whip, the tilt-a-whirl, the calliope, 
the shooting galleries, the penny toss and the cry of 
the carnival barker. It was then that Moms had to 
start cleaning cotton candy and taffy apples off of the 
little kids' faces. 

As time went on the race track gave way to cars 
and the oval has since seen midgets , Indy-type racers 
and stock cars. 

The wheels on the parking lot changed too. The 
buggies and wagons were replaced by Essex, Ford, 
Nash, Willys-Knight, Studebaker and DeSoto-and 
later by Toyota, Renault LeCar, Datsun, K-Car and 
Volkswagon, Chevy, Plymouth, etc. 

Before the Storm Lake kids had cars, they used 
train travel during the fair. It was convenient to take 
the morning Illinois Central passenger train to the 
Alta depot-spend all day at the fair and return home 
on the evening train. 

Ladies' Day at the fair was introduced in the 1940's 
and Floral Hall (no longer standing) was the center of 
activity with colorful exhibits of handiwork, garden
ing and crafts. 

Since 1920, when 4-H became active, there have 
been open class premiums in horticulture, cattle, 
hogs, poultry and sheep. 

Ninety years later, the newer buildings are: 4-H 
Girls' building, horse and pony building, hog arena, 
junior feed barns, show ring and Future Farmers of 
America sheep barns. 

Open class is now categorized as: farm and garden, 
floriculture, textiles, pantry, crafts and basic hobbies. 
There are now two permanent, enclosed food stands. 

Tom Huseman is presently the director-manager
coordinator. He was preceeded over the years by: 
Roy Wilkinson, C.J. Baines, Barney Kindwall, Art 
Adams, Bert Hatch, Bill Sievers, E.J. Edwards, G.A. 
Soderquist, and W.H. Brown. 

By Ruthene Kerslake 

Buena Vista County Hospital 
Storm Lake, Iowa 

Plans for the original structure of the hospital start-
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JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 

0. A. Ontjes has passed out of the shadow into Eternal Day; 
Do not call this dying, this sweet going away, 
For the memory of his deeds with us lingers still, 

. It was God's will to call him home, 
His holy will be done. 

1385 

Therejo1·e, Be It Resolved by the House of R epresentatives of the Fif
tieth General A8sembly, That in the passing of Honorable 0. A. Ontjes, 
the state has lost a valued and honored citizen and the family a loving 
husband, father and brother, and the House would tender, by this resolu
tion, its sincere sympathy to the surviving relatives in their sorrow; and 

Be It Fu1·ther R esolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House and that the Chit-f Clerk be dire~ted to send an 
enrolled copy to each member of the family of the deceased. 

1." uanimously adopted, 

J. P. BRINDLE, 
BREDE WAMSTAD, 
ARCH W. McFARLANE, 

Committee. 

HENRY T. SABERSON 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare suitable resolu
tions commemorating the life, character and public service of the Hon
orable Henry T. Saberson, a former member of the General Assembly of 
Iowa, 1:-egs leave to submit the following report: 

Henry T. Saberson, son of Torgus and Betsy Saberson, was born in 
Rock county, Wisconsin, November 28, 1851, his parents having come 
from Norway in 1839. 

In 1875 Mr. Saberson settled in northwest Iowa where he engaged in 
the hardware business and later associated with a bank as cashier. 

He was married March 27, 1879, to Etta Bradfield, daughter of a 
Christian minister, and also a pioneer of northwest Iowa. Four daugh
ters were born, three of whom with their mother still survive: Mrs. Nina 
Hohberger and Miss Lulu Grace Saberson, both of Des Moines, Iowa, 
and Mrs. Ora J . Ryan of San Francisco, California. 

Mr. Saberson served in the state legislature as Representative from 
Buena Vista county during the Twenty-fourth and Twenty-flfth General 
Assemblies. In 1901 he accepted a position in the office of the secretary 
of state, which he held 18 years. When the legislature passed the "blue 
sky" laws, he was appointed special examiner for the executive council. 
Eight years later he retired. 

He was a member of the Capital Lodge No. 110 A.F. & A.M., the 
Des Moines Consistory and Plymouth Congregational church, and at the 
time of his death was vice president of the Iowa Pioneer Law · Makers 
Association, ·and never missed a session of this association until this year. 

Mr. and Mrs. Saberson celebrated their sixty-fourth wedding anni
versary the day before his death. 

He passed away at the age of ninety-one after a two weeks' illness at 
his home in Des Moines, and was laid to rest in Woodland cemetery. 
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1386 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 

In his commercial and in his public life he made valuable contributions 
to th.e welfare of the state of Iowa and continued his interest in good 
government and public affairs until the very end. 

Therefore, Be It Resalved by the Hause of Rep'resentatives of the Fif
tieth General Assembly, That in the passing of the Honorable Henry T. 
Saberson the state has lost a valuable and honored citizen, and the House 
would tender by this resolution its sincere sympathy to the surviving 

members of his family, and 
Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 

the Journal of the House, and that the Chief Clerk be instructed to send 
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

Unanimously adopted, 

SAM OREBAUGH, 

TED SLOANE, 

OSCAR PETERSON, 

STANLEY RULIEF SMITH 

Committee. 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee
1 

appointed to prepare a suitable resolu
tion commemorating the life, character and public services of the Hon
orable Stanley R. Smith, a former member of the General Assembly of 
Iowa, begs leave to submit the following memorial: 

Stanley Rulief Smith was the third son of James A. and Mary Alice 
(Crego) Smith, born at Osage, Iowa, on January 5, 1881. After com
pleting his education at the Osage high school and the Cedar Valley Semi
nary, he attended Grinnell College during the years 190<0-1901, and then 
for the following two years studied law at Iowa University, and was a 

member of the Sigma Nu fraternity. 
Upon completion of this work, he ~ntered the services of the James A. 

Smith Lumber Comp·any, being very active in the establishment of new 
yards in South Dakota, until 1909, when he purchased a lumber business 
at Tripoli, Iowa, later on adding a business at Oran, giving these his per
sonal attention until 1919 when he removed to Osage to take the active 

management of his father's estate. 
His business ability was again recognized when in 1934, after the death 

of its presid;nt, F. W. Annis, he was called to the presidency of the Home 
Trust and Savings Bank of Osage, and after two years failing health 
compelled him to relinquish this position to other hands, and he was 
elected vice president of the bank, a position he held at the time of his 
death. His business ability, especially along banking lines, has long been 
recognized and his advice was eagerly sought and will long be cherished 

and remembered. 
His desire to be of service soon gained for him other recognitions. He· 

was chosen to represent Bremer county as State Representative for 1917• 
1918. After his removal to Osage, he was elected its mayor for the term 
of 1921-1923, exercising these responsibilities to the entire satisfaction of 
the communities which he served. He was at one time a member of the 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

1880 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

-0_.~ ancestry 
You searched for Henry T. Saberson in Iowa 

1880 United States Federal Census 

Name: Henry T. Saberson 

Home in 1880: Elk, Buena Vista, Iowa 

Age: 28 

E;;timated birth abt 1852 

year: 

Birthplace: Wisconsin 

Relation to Head Self (Head) 

of Household: 

Spouse's name: Etta 

Father's Norway 

birthplace: 

Mother's Norway 

bitihplace: 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Occupation: Farmer 

Marital Status: Married 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

~nnot read wnte: 
Blind: View image 

Deaf and dumb: 

OJhe~ri~ tsa e : 
Idiotic or insane: 

Household Name 
Members: Hem·yT. Saberson 

Etta Saberson 

Source Citation: Yt>ar: 188o; Ct'nsus Pl,wr;>: Elk. Buena \'isla, lnwa: Roll Tq 329: 
r'amily History Film: 125-1829: Page: 36--1000; Enumrration Dist1ict: 18; Image: 059.'1-

Source Information: 

Age 

28 

19 

Ancrstry.com and Thr Church of.lt"su~ Christ of l..att£'r-da~ Saints. 1880 United States Pederal 
Census fdatabast' on-line]. Provo. CT. LiSA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc. 2005. 1880 U.S. 
U:>nsui; Index provided b~ Tht> Church of .Jesus Christ of Lcllter-da) Saint:-© Copyright 199q 
lntdlt-ctual Resef\'t', Inc. All rights re!'erwd. All liSt' is subject to the limitC'd use lieenst' nnd oth<'r 
tt•rms and conditions applicable to this sitt'. Original dali-t: Cnited St<lles of AmC'rica. Burt'au of 
tht• Census. TL>nth Censu.<; of the l'nited States. 188o. \\'ashington. D.C.: ~ational Archiw~ cmd 
RPrords Administration. t88o. T9. L454 rolls. 

nescription: 
Thi~ dcHabast' is an index to 50 million individuals enumt'rated in tht' 1880 Cnited Slates Fedt'ral 
Cl•nsus. Census takt'rs recordt>d mcmy details including rach prrson's name. addi1'~S. occupation. 
relationship to the head of household. race, :'ex, agr at last hitthda). marital status. place of bi1th. 
parents' pi act' of birth. Additionally. thC' namt's of those listed on thl• population srhedult- art" 
linked to actual images oftht' 1880 Fedt>rdl Census. Learn more .. 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Slog Affiliates Advertising 

:{ 2009 Ancestry .com Corporate Information PRNACY POLICY Tenns and Conditions 

Ancestry.com 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925- Ancestry.corn 

<~: ancestry 
You searched for Henry T. Saberson in Iowa 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Name: Henry T Saberson 

Birth Year: abt 1852 

Birth Place: Wisconsin 

Gender: Male 

Marital Status: Married 

CA?nsus Date: 1885 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: Buena Vista 

Locality: Elk 

Roll: IA1885_ 155 

Line: 22 

Family Number: 12 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name 

Members: 

Source Information: 

Henry T Saberson 

Ettee Saberson 

Mana H Saberson 

Merta F Saberson 

Ora J Saberson 

Christian Hasen 

AnC'estry.corn. lou.•a State Census Collection, 1836-1925 [databa~e on-linr ]. Pro\·o. UT. CSA: 

Age 

33 

24 

4 

0 

31 

AnrestJ).C0/11 Operations Inc. 2007. Original data: ,\lirrofilrn of Iowa State Censuses.. 1856. 1885. 
189s. 1905. 1915, 192:) as well various ~pecial et•nsust>s from 1836-1897 obtaint>d from the State 
Historical Societ_v of Iowa vi<l Ht>Iitage Qtlt'st. 

Description: 
This cbtal>ase rontains Iowa state ct•nsuses for tht' following years: 1856. 188s, 1895, 1905. 191.s. 
and 1925. 1 t also inducles some head of household censuses and other special censuses from 
1836~1897. Information available for an inrli"irlual will val) according to the census yt•ar and the 
information reqursterl on the census form . .Some oft he information contained in this dcltab<'!St' 
though indudt•s: name. age. gender. race. birthplact•. marit<ll :.talus, and pi are of enunwralion. 
Learn more .. 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

1900 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

1 ancestry 
You searched for Henry T. Saberson in Iowa 

1900 United States Federal Census 

Name: Henry T Saberson 

[Harriett Sabisson] 

Home in 1900: Nokomis, Buena Vista, Iowa 

Age: 48 

Hirth Date: Nov 1851 

Birthplace: Wisconsin 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Relationship to Head 

Head of House: 

Father's Norway 

Birthplace: 

Mother's Norway 

Birthplace: 

Spouse's name: Etta V 

Marriage Year: 1879 

Marital Status: Married 

Years Married : 21 

Residence: Alta Town, Buena Vista, Iowa 

Occupation: View op Image 

Neighbors: View 9thers on page 

Household Name 

Members: Henry T Saberson 

Etta V Saberson 

Ora Saberson 

Lulu G Sa_person 

Guy C Saberson 

Source Citalion: YC'ar: 1900: Ct•nsus Place: ,\Jvkmnis, Buena \'isla. Iowa: Roll 
T623 -.J19: Pt~gP: 98: Enumeration District: S. 

Source Informat ion: 
:\nct'str·o.com. 1900 l 'nited States FC'dera/ Census [chttnbase on-lint>]. Pro\O, lJT. USA: 
:\nrestr).:.com Opemtions Inc. 2004. Original data: Unite"d Statt'S of Amt>1ica. Bureau of the 
0.'nsus. Twelfth Census of the l'nited States. 1900. \'\'ashington. D.C.: ;-.'(!tiona! Archives and 
Rerords Administration. IQOO. T62;'). 1854 rolls. 

Description: 

Age 

48 

39 

15 

14 

18 

This databa:-.e is an index to inrli\·idui'IIS enumr r<.ltt'd in the 1900 t:nited States 1-\•deral Census. 
tht" Twelfth Census of the t;nitl'd States. Ct>n~u:-: takrrs recorded man_:. detail!., indurling each 
person's namr. arldress. relationship to the head of householrl. color or race. ~t'x. month and yt'<.ll' 
of bitth. age at last birthrlay. marital st;Hus. numbt>r of yrars married. the total numbt'r of 
children born of the mother, the number of those childrt'n lidng, birthplace, birthplace of fatht•r 
and mother. if the individual was fon•ign born. tlw yt'ar of immigration <tnd the numbt't of !l'ar.s 
in the L'nited States. the citizt>nship strllm. of forei~;n-born indi\'iduals mer age twenty-one. 
occupation, ond more. Arlditionally. LIH' mttnt'"i ofthO~t' listed on tlw population schedule art' 
linkt'd to actual images of the 1900 FNteral Census. Learn more ... 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 

c 2009 Ancestry .com Corporate Information PRIVACY POLICY Tenns and Conditions 

Ancestry.com 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

1920 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

::1 '; ancestry 
You searched for Henry T. Saberson in Iowa 

1920 United States Federal Census 

Name: Henry T Saberson 

Home in 1920: Des Moines Ward 1, Polk, Iowa 

Age: 68 years 

Estimated birth abt 1852 

year: 

Birthplace: Wisconsin 

Relation to Head Head 

of House: 

Spouse's name: Etta B 

Father's Birth Norway 

Place: 

Mother's Birth Norway 

Place: 

Marital Status: Married 

Race: White 

Sex: Male 

Home owned: Rent 

Able to read: Yes 

Able to Write: Yes 

Image: 1084 

Neighbors : View others on page 

Household Name 

Members: Henry T Saberson 

Etta B Saberson 

Lulie G Saberson 

Age 

68 

59 

32 

Source Citation: Year: 1920:Ct•nsm Plac~: : Des Moines H'ard 1. Polk. Iowa: Roll T625 _ 507: 
Pagt•: 12B; Enumeration Distritt: 88: Image: I08-J. 

Source Information: 
Ancestrv.eom. 1920 United States Federal Census !database on-lint>]. Provo, LT. LISA: 
Anr~str}·.com Operations fne. 2009. I magt•s reprodun•d by FamilySpm·ch. 

For dl'lails on tht~ ronlt>nts of the !i!m numbPrs. \·isitthe fo!Jo,\ing :-.lARA. wdJ page: NA RA. 

~ate: Enumeration Districts 819-839 on rol1323 tChicago City) 

Original dats: Fourtet'nth Census of the Cnited States. 1920: (National Archi't'<; ~licrofilm 
Publication T625. 2076 rolls): Recorrl!' oft he Burc<lll of the Census. Record Group 2<.); :\lational 
.\rchiws. \\'ashin?;ton. D.C. 

Description: 
This database is an index to indi,iduals enumeratE'd in the 1920 L_;nited States Federal Cemus. 
the Fourtet>nth C~·nsus of tht' L_;nited States. ll includes all .states and territorit>s. as VI-ell as 
:'llilitary and Naval Forces, tht> \'irgin Islands. Puerto Rico, American Samoa. Guam, and the 
Panama Canal i'..o ne. The census prO\· ides man) dl'lails about individual:, and familiPs including: 
name. g,endPr. age. birthplact'. yPar of immigration. mother tongue. and parPnts' birthplaces. In 
addition. thP namt's ofthosl' li.:;ted on the population scheduiP are linkt>d to actual imag('S of lht' 
1920 Fedt>r.ll Census. Learn more .. 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Henry T Saberson (1851 - 1943) - Find A Grave Photos 
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