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VILLISCA MOURNS A FOUNDER

Dr. F. Cooper, Early Settier and Ex-
legislator, Dies Suddenly While
Visiting His Former Home

" Mon. Filson Cooper, ex-legislator, a
retired physician and surgeon and one
of the carliest settlers in the eastern
part of Montgomery county, lately of
Hood River, Oregon, died here while
visiting at the home of Mrs. P. A.
Shiresin the town he helped to found
Monday morning of this week at fif-
teen minutes past six o'clock. His
death, which followed after only forty
minutes of intense suffering, was
caused by eongestion of the lungs.
He was eonscious to the last and talked
about his condition with the physician
who was hastily ealled to attend him
until almost the very moment of his
death. The suddenness of his-demise
was a severe shock to the community
and on all sides words of sympathy
and exproseiona of sorrow werautterad
as the news swept over the city. Only
the evening before the doctor had at-
tended church and seemed in his usual
healthy, jovial condition. At all times
he was the perfect pieture cf robust
hearty old age, but it is now authorita-
tively learned that his looks belied his
condition. He had on other occasions
suffered similar ettacks to that from
which he died, and Wednesday night
of last week was one of the ocensions.

Dr. Cooper was born in Venango
eounty, Pennsylvania, May 7, 1837,
and removed to Ohio in 1844. Ile was
educated at Cumberland, Ohio, and at-
tended lectures at the Eclectic college
of Cincinnati, beginning the practice
of medicine in Ohio, where he followed
his profession for eight years. He
wentinto the army in 1803 ns a private
soldier one year, but remained in the
medieal department.

He eame to Villisca, Iowa, in 1868,
and began the practice of his profes-
sion. That was the year after the
firnt church was established here and
just two years after the flvst school-
house was built. Villisea was at tha$
time a very small village. There was
no burial ground here then, no fire
company, no railrond, no newspaper,
no bark, and it was eight years before
Company B was formed. The town
consistod mainly of a blackemith shop,
two stores, two or three residences nrgls

egislators Gallestioncompiled by volunteers and

was prepuring to arise fromn his night's
slumber.

The funeral will he held tomorrow
morning at nine o'clock at the Mrs.
Shires home. It will be gimple in cere-
mony and of a private nature. Those
wishing to view the body may do so
by calling ot the home, but the casket
will not be uncovered during the last
services. Interment will be in the
Villisca cemetery. It seems only fit-
ting that he should be laid to rest in
Old Mother Earth at the place where
he lived for so many years and with
which he was so familiar in his young-
er days. Ilis son, Elmer, and wife of
Denver,Colorado, are here for the fun-
eral and Mr. Emmett Cooper of New
Orleans mnd Miss Torinda oif Hood
River, Oregon, are expected to arrive
today. The obsequies will be in
charge of Rev, Enoch Hill, pastor of
the Methodist church, who will msake
a brief address.

Graln Harvest Nearlng Completion

Des Moines, July 27.—The average
daily temperature was sbout ncrmal;
the daily departures runging from plus
one degree in the eastern to minus one
degree in the western part of the stete.
Tnerainfall was generally below the
normal, and the sunshine was excess-
ive. The weather was generally fair,
but light and widely scattered showers
oceurréd over the larger part of the
state from Tuesday to Sunday. Heavy
rains fell Sunday night in the central
and north central districts, and espec-
ially in the upper Des Moines river
valley, as shown by the following tele-
graphic reports, viz: Boone, 3.36inch-
es; Fort Dodge, 3.05, and Eatherville,
2.10 inches.

The bult of the exceptionally large
crop of hay has beén secured in good
condition. The small grain harvest
has been vigorously pushed, annd is
now nearing completion in southern
districts. Threshing returns indicate
a lighs yleld ranging from 10 to 25
bushels per pere. Winter whent and
barley show good quallty and average
from 20 t0 35 bushels per acre. Con-
ditions have been favorable for corn,
but rain is needed soon over m large
part of the atate if the rapid growth of
the past three weoks is maintained.
Potatoes and pastures are in good con-
dition.

Following is o summary of reports
received fromn crop correspondents of
the Towa Weather and Crop Service,
showing the estimated condition of the
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Compeny B was formed. The town
consistod mainly of o blacksmith shop,
two stores, two or three residences nnel
several acres of waving grain fields.
It wes known as “The Forks.” Dr.
Cooper was barely thirty years of age
at that time, and with vim and energy
of youth did much to promote and
upbuild the struggling little village.
He was o charter member of the Vil-
lisea lodge of Odd Fellows and also o
member of the A. 0. U. W. TFor many
years he enjoyed the distinetion of
being the oldest practicing physician
in Villisea, and his practice oxtended
over twenty miles of territory. He
dovoted much time and study to the
eye and lungs.

He was elected by the republicans of
Montgomery county to serve in ithe
house of representativesin the twenty-
fifth gencral assembly, succeeding J.
8. Boise, senior, also of Villigea.

He was married three times and was
& widower when he died. By his first
wife he was the father of three sons,
Elmer of Denver, Emmett of New Or-
leans and William F. of Hood River.
He was married to his second wife,
Sarah D. Bullock, at Villisea in 1872,
and to this union was born a daugh-
ter, Ettie May, whaose death took place
twenty-one years ago. His last marri-
age was to Miss Henrietta Knerr of
Jefferson county, and was solemnized
in this eity by Rev. Brown July 10, 1883,

'Miss Knerr was a sister of Mra. Caro-

line Roth and Mrs. George Wendling,
swho moved to Villisea with their hus-
bande many years ago. To the doetor
by this wife was born a daughter,
Torinda, now of Hood River.

In the fall of 1004 Mrs. Cooper's
health began to fzil and the doctor
and family decided to go west. The
doctor waited long enough to cast his
vote for Theodore Roosevelt for presi-
dent and the next day started. Mrs.
Cooper passed away the following
spring, and the doctor and hiddaugh-
ter were living quietly together until
a short time ago when the former re-
turned to the old home for a visit with
many friends. He arrived here on the
11th of July and was greeted on all
sides by many hearxty handshakes and
such exwressions as, ‘‘You're looking
well. Oregon must agree with you.”
There was never so much as a hint of
a suggestion that in less than three
weaeks would mark the passing of his
soul. He died at the home of a friend,
where had taken apartments duricg
his visit here. His physician and Mrs.
Shires were the only onmes with him

when the end eame just at the time he

received from erop correspondents of
tha Jown Weather and Crop Servies,
showing the estimnted condition of the
gtaple crops July 25, 1008, ns compared
with the average condition on the date
jn past years: Corn, B8 per cent;
spring wheat, 03; onts, 85; flax, 02;
barley, 04; ’hu.y crop, 104; pastures, 102;
potatoes, 93: apples, 48; grapes, T8.
Conditions August 1, 1907: Corn, 70
per cent; spring wheat, 85; oats, 763
barley, 85; flax, 88: hay, 80: potatoes,
00; pastures, 100; apples, 40; grapes, B4.
G120, M. CIIAPPEL,
Bection Director.

Bryan In Villisca

William Jénnings Bryen, candidate
for the office of presidentof the United
States, passed through Villisea last
Friday evening about half past nine
o'clock on his way to Chicago to trans-
act business. Mr. Bryan has a num-
ber of admirers in Villisee and a good
healthy erowd were at the depot when
No. 12 went through to have 2 look at
the honored gentleman. Ile didn't
have time to talk, but even if he had
the ethies of polities would not have
permitted him to say anything before
being notified of 'his nomination by
the Democratic convention at Denver
not long ago. An one man remarked,
it seemed a pity some one here didn’t
notify him while he was here and then
he might have made a little speech.
Several had the privilege of shaking
his hend, and when the train pulled
out some cheoring was done, but the
demonstration didn’t walke anybody
up. Undoubtedly Bryan, as a man, is
more popular today than ever before,
but what story will the ballotr tell?
That is another guestion.

* X NMcMahon—Poore

Information has just reached Vil-
lisca telling of the wedding of Mr. E.
J. McMahon and Miss Margaret Poore,
two young people of Villisea, which
occurred at Grand Island, Nebraska,
where the bride had gone to make her
home, Monday of last week. Mr, Mec-
Mahon was formerly employed in The
Review offlce. His bride was a popu-
lar Villisea young lady, a graduate of
the class of 08 of the Villisea high
school and a person of many accor-
plishments, especinlly in amateur
dramatic and oratoricel fields.

Mr. and Mrs. McMahon are now
making their home in Lincoln, where
the former has employment in the
creamery.

v,
Born, to Mr. and Mrs. C. E. Shock-
, ey, Friday, July 24, 1908, a son.
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1880 United States Federal Census

Filson Cooper
Villisca, Montgomery, lowa

43
abt 1837

Pennsylvania
Self (ficad)

Sarah S.
Pennsylvania

Vermont

Physician
Married
White
Male

Name

Filson Cooper
Sarah S. Cooper
Elmer A. Cooper
J. Emimet Cooper
William . Cooper
Ettie May Cooper

Gertie Bonyman
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