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Standard Form Por Members of the Leqls(ature 

1. Birthday and plac. "lk .a,. /R,/3 

2. Marriage (I) date place 

3. Significant event. for example: 

A. Buline •• , ____________________________________________ ___ 

8 . Civic ro.ponlibiliti.I ________________________________ __ 

C. profel.ion'-"~~~~~~~~~ ________________________________ __ 

6. Public Office. 

A. ':!/l:1")!!d;::5d;:!1 ~d7 · fAl,y ~""v: 
8 . State ____________________________________________ ___ 

. C. Kational ____________________________________________ ___ 
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10. Education, ________ _ 

11 . Degrees _________ _ 

._--- ----------- -----
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.~j G A:\':\'.\r.S OF 10\\',.\ 

si)l;lh Ohio ""hmln'r !"f"lll r ~·. "",I wa" 1I1u,I<'n,,1 out .. \ u;:-u,1 !;i. 1;:'1;.;, 
a l Camp Irwin, T~)I;:". 11<' \I'a, ;;r"d""t.-d frum tlol' Cui",·"il.\· " f ubi" 
in 1872, t<lu~I'1 f.lr lion'" ""'''r~ ill \\";II"u..,IoIo)· l" "I1,'~". alld '1' ... ,1 II", 
s~ hf)ol )'I'"ar o f 11:' ;,;.(; ;n L'II;"" TIl"ul,,!!;,'''! S,·mi"a r~· . ,", .... y"rlc 11,· 

th~n rd urllcll I" \\' iU"'I;!hh.,· ("<)11,' !! ~ un.1 ta"flol '"ur ."~:"" "",I f"r "'h' 
~'r. .. r ... as l'a~l<)r of II"" rural chord,,·~. Fro", II:1S 1 lu IN.~' h ... ha, l a 
prof~SSOhh;1' ill {'< ... C"lI,,)!,' , hum 1;:')(, I" 1.~!J:t he Wi" ~ pas l"r ,,{II,," 
F;r ~ t C."'~Tt·)!"ti",,:d d,UTt·h i" '\1:Ir;,,,,, "II(I f."", 1"!ll ,,, 11'l!1!1 Wi"~ 

pas tor o f II ,,, F ir" C""!,!r,'!.'alio,,,,1 ..tHIrd, "t 11-"10". lit- II ,,'" rdurn,·01 
<lnr y<:'i'r t" t"0l' ;,u,1 in 19"<1 w",,1 t" lilt" E"fli.,h )) ' ·1'arl",,·,,1 "f 1",.-'1 
Stat,· T '·i ,,,h .. r~ (",,11"1:" al ("~d, .. Vall, wl,,"'e he r .. "",i",·,1 'I' au "'

sl rudur 1I"lil h i, ,ll-all!. I I,· "'", "I"'plai" ti t I I,,· St"I,' E"'·""'I,,,,,,,,I. 
O<,!",rtuu'llt tlf Im'a, (;, .\. It., ill 1!ll!l, a",\ of tilt' :\:di""al EU"a",!" 
nll'ul in 19:.'0. O u .It"", " I ~~:J , he "',~ ~ .·\('ct~.J "omlll,w,kr of U,,' 1),, 

partllleni tor I""",,. "'''' ill,t " II<- , I. hul ,II' rdUrllill)! ""Ill<' di"d l ilt' 1',,\. 

I"\l'ill~ ,I ,,~' . 

C " .' Wl.U W , hl:I' •. l.k "",,, h"rn ill ruderkk C" Ullt .", .\1" rylul1d, .J"nu ' 
ary I. IIHI. :",,1 dir'\ " t :, h"~l'il,,1 in (, , 'da, \ l;ol'i<1,. 1"",'1 .. \1;''''10 ~:I. 
19"1'J. lI i~ {"tI",r Wa, C""r".! ""·I, ln. 11,' ",,, .. I,.",,)!hl h." hi, l'a"'"I, 
in JI'+:I I" Franklin T""'",hil" I, i"" C"""I.,·. I"\\'a. (In" f"rll> 0,,'''' 
he Vrl"" t" f,,,, ,,h, ,,,,I, "l\r",kd """"""'' "·",,,,1 ""d {""r, ... ll (""U.·:,:,'. 
,wd 011 ~'·I,t "",t.'· r t.'., l"Ii!. ,'uli,I , ',1 ", " I'd"",,· ill (''''''1''''','' ,\. Thir
teenth Iowa In{alllr~·. l ie ''''" ",,,ull,I ... 1 Od"I"'r J, I Nf';! , at ('"ri"tlo 
~ud 1,fl)lIwtt-d t o li,,1 '.('f!!""Il!. lit- ,,',,~ I'rv''',,\c',1 I" ,,·,'011<1 lit-u t,·",,,,1 

Fehruary :t. \!,>!j,1. Hlld loJ ('''l't,,;u .Inno"'.'· !I, 1 .~",1. II.· "," "'u ... "· .. ·d 
.. ut" .Iul}' :.'1 .• "1;.1. ,d I .<>ui,,·jll,· , h('lllu<:k~·. II<- 1\",1 "<>"1,,,,,1\(,,· .1 tl ... 

study of ]"W "'IIiI<- in , I", ·H tn.'·. wa, ,,,huitt,',1 t" I'radi .... ~""" "fl<'. 
relurn in;; 100111l". "1""1<"(1 :'" "nk" jt< \[,,"ul Y,''''''" '0".1 practi ... ·,1 110.· .. · 
<:Qnlinuoll ,ly nubl hi, ,\,·,,1". a 1"";,,,1 " f ''''n nit )· )'.,,,,,. F"r \lit' la .. t 
several y,·a r.' h is .,on. \.,."i, II ""·pl,'r. ",a, "~'''''i:ot''d ,,·itt. hi",. J I,· 
had n lu rf:" pra('\i .. ,·. \\'a" " m"n of "ul'r)!~' '"HI ahilil)·. HlHI w,,~ a \'''
l ent fact"r ill I"~',d, ~uun l )". lI"d , Ii,\rict "iTa;r,. 11,· ""as I'tnmi''''I1\ ill 
li lt' G'''IHI .\ntly, ""'" 1''''.,id ' ·I1\ a\ (" .. ",k, r', I\ri~"d," "''', all adi,,' 
m~mbtr uf th.· .\[<"Ih",li ,1 "t.uf"h, " Iru~t'·~ ,d C<>rn"ll {'oj",;; .. fur a 
nUlnl",r of ) · ,·;ot~. ,,,,,I \\";0' tII"y"r "I' .\["UII \ \', 'r""11 " t .til,-,·,,·I\\ ti",,". 

)I u:-; I.\ ~ E. H n"TI'k.\I ,,. ,,"a" !'''rn in (":ml<>n. (I to;". ,\,,::,,'1 II •. I:<~I. ano! 
d ied 111 ,""ra ~I'r ill:':'. I",,'a, 1),·,·,·",t,t"T :!:l. I!II~ .\\ II,,· "!!" "f " ;,,,,",'1\ 

he ""lIO'''') I" I"·,,,· J"l i.-l. IlIill"j-, a n,\ in [. .. ,11 In .1 ("rm ill }'".II;,n,1 
T uwt\,hil', ("'rrn (i nr'\" {·,'uul.'· . 1 .. ,,"11. 11 ,' \\'.1 , a 1", I,l i"--l'iril,'" and 
u~dul eit;"'II, h.·ltl noa ll.'· 1""',,,lIil' ,,11k,'" :\I"l W,1, I .. ·,"'''t'r of the ~cI\U"1 
dislr il"l ru, n,',' r Ihirl~ y,·a~ ... In l"!'\ b · "", "It'd .. '] rq't""'n t,,ti\"(' 
f'<lm ('rrrn (,;" .. )" (' .. "nt.'· . and 'co- .. ·.,·I ,·d,·,1 \""" .\",·,or, \"t,'r . M' ''·OI' .:: 
in tin' T 'HlI!.,'-fn"rl !, awl Tw,·"I."·tifllt )..',·",'r,,1 .• " .. ",hli,'~, Slt,ITtly 1 .. ,
f",~ hi<; (\""tI, I", rdir ... t and "'I"",·,·t! I., S",·., .';I,,·ill':', 

I . 
I' 
i 
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HISTORY 

OF 

Franklint]Cerro Gordo Counties, 
10 WA, 

TOCI<:THE(( Wl'l'lI SK ETCII ES O ~· T HIH It 'towNS, VILLAGES AND TOWNSRJPS, EOtJCA'L'lONAL 
CIVIL, MI LITAltY AND POLIT ICAL HISTORY; POR'l'ltAl'l'S OI>' PJ(QM-

INEN1' P ERSONS. AND BIOGRAPHIES OF 
REPRESENTATI VE CITIZENS. 

HIS T OR Y O F lOW A, 
EM lt KA CIN'O ACCOUNTS O\<' THE I'RE- HISTomc RACES, AND A nRIE~' It EVIEW 

OF ITS C IVil, AND MII,ITA RY HISTORY. 
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HISTORY OF CKRRO GORDO COUNTY. 

now Mrs. Abner R. Stilso Jl; Emma, now A. J . BI,1r1 ingh~, a 'resident of Porf... 
Mra. C. R . FriJ.nkl in; Charl es and Fuller. land tow nship since 1865, is the p OBsefiBor 

J ohn G. Bailey enlisted in 18Ml in com· of a tine stock Carm ol 320 acres. H e was 
paoy H, 95th IU ino i s~ and served three born in Chenango Co., N. Y., Nov. II , 
yean. On his return from the war he IB3t1. H is parentS removed to Penl1syl
married Miss L . L . Stibon, daughter of S. vania, whe re h'e was bred to farm life, hut 
S. and Eleanor Stilson . Th ey have two received a good education, r em ai ning there 
daughters-L illie and Ella. until 1863. H e then went to Wisconsin 

Samuel Buck ingham came to Iowa in and two years later came to Iowa. H e , 
1865, locati ng on section 26, Portl and married in Se ptember, I B6B , Olive E., a 
township, and engaged in fa rming until daughter of J oh n West. She died Aug. 
his death, which oC(:"u rred in Chip pewa 5, IBBO, leavi'2.K....one daughter-Mary May . 
Falls, W is. , wh e re he was visiting at the Abner It. Stilson ~s i des on section :l3, 
time. He was born in New York , on the I .t""ortland township, wb ere bt' purchslIed 
22d of February, 1802_ H ill parent.lldying and settled on 160 acres of land, in 1866. 
wh en be was very young, be li ved with H e now owns 280 acres and has good im
his g ran dmother, wh G lived to the age of provement.8. He was born in McHenry 
105 yeaT9. When she wall 100 years of Co., Ill., J une 9,18:18. H is parent.8 were 
age she cou ld read without t he · aid Sylvester S. and Eleanor E. (Bi shop ) 
of glasses, having obtained ber second Stilaon, tb.e former a native of New York, 
sight. He received a com mon gchool ed- and the latte r of Oh io. There were eigbt 
ncation. He seemed, as the phrase goes, chi ldren in his father's family, six now 
a natural horn mechanic. H e learned the living-James M., W . R, A . R., O. H. , 
blacksmith 's trad e at an eady age, a nd for Laura, now Mrs. J. G. Bailey; and 
a number of years was engaged in the manu- Ellen , now Mrs. Jobn A. MoMull en. 
factu.re of edged tools. H e also acquired Abn er Stilson, in 186 1, enlisted in cow
the trade of mill-wr ight, which he followed pany A, 7th \Visconsin Volunteer In fa nt
in Pennsylvan ia from 16·H I!ntil 1866, ry, a nd served 13.£teen mo~ths , when hewas 
when he removed to Iowa. He was thrice discharged on account of disability caused 
married. In 1824 to Pe rsie Fairc hild, by hy a gltn shot wound received at tbe battle 
whom be had eight children, fOllrof wh om of Gaillsville. In IB66 be was marri ed to 
are living-Lucinda, Eliza, Esther and Harri et Bail ey, daughter of · J ohn and 
Andrew J . H iswifedied in 1867. Hisllec· P hebe Bailey. They ha ve four ch ildr(;n 
ond wife died in three week/l aftermllrriage. -Carrie, Li ncol n, Scott and Arthur. Mr. 
He subsequently married and was living Stilson is a republican in politics, also a 
with his thi rd wife aLthe time of his death. member of the Masonic fra tel·nit y. 
H e was successful in business, leaving at M. E. Bitte rma n is" a prominent and 
his death an estate of 200acres of land ",nd reliable citi1.eu of Por tland town sh ip . 
considerable personal property. H e was H e il'l closely associated with the progress 

j a republican in politics, but took interest and best interest.8 of the commu nity of l 
enough only to vote. which he is a member j has held most of 

1:~·=·~======================~· ~·r~ 

' j 

.I 
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r I the local offices of trust, such as tow nship 
trustee, treasurer, assessor and school 
director. H e has been a resident of the 
cou nty since March, 1870, when he settled 
on section II, of this township, on eighty 
acres which he hadpurchued fifteen years 
previous. H e has added to his posses
s ions until he now owns a tractor 280 acres 
nnde.:<\ good degree of cultiv!,tion. where 
he is operating to a. cons id erable extent as 
a stock farmer . He was born in Ohio, 
Aug . 2ti, 1843, and is a son of Frederi ck 
:Ind Margaret ]Jitterman. At the age of 
:;\cve nteen yeal'S he went to Ill inois and 
cligaged in fuming, and also bought and 
shipped bay- at that time a prominent 
article of tralfi c. I n 1866 he was married 
at Lockport, Will cou nty, to Sarah, daug!!: 
tel' of George and Cathari ne H ei nsel man. 
They have six ch il dr"e ll- J. C!llvin, Ed
ward, Jennie, Trullie, Mary and ClintOD. 
Mr. Bitterman is a re publican and is con
nected with the Evangelical A!lsuciation. 

Daniel W. Haynes,' whose vocation is 
farmillg, has bee n a resident of Portland 
township lI ince tIle fall of 1870, residing 
on »ceti on 13. where he own.., 120 acres of 
fine land. li e was bo rn in Cortland Co., 
N. Y ., Feb. 26, 1838. his parent.s being 
William and Phebe (Webste1') l-lay nes. 
He wa~ bred to farm life, and in 1857 was 
married to' Jane Alice. Tn 1860 he emi
gratcd to Olmstead Co., Minn" where he 
engaged in farming, then removed to 
Cerro Gordo county. where he has lIince 
lived. He has th ree children-Albert, 

"~ rederick and Belle. Politically he i8 a 
1'epnblican, and is a membe r of ,the Evan
gelical Church. 

j 
J ohn Bishop has res ided, sin ce March, 

'870, 011 section 14, Portland LOwnshi p, 

where he owns eighty acres of land . He 
was born in Stark Co., O.bio, Oct. 13, 
1842, being the son of J 08eph and Eliza. 
beth (Weaver) B ishop, His mother died 
when be was three years of age and he 
lived with his sister, Elho;abeth, wife of 
Solomon Mill er. At the age of seventeen 
he commenced the world fo r himself, 
and in 1862 enl isted in company I , 76th 
Ohio Volu nteer In fantry, serving ol,e Y('al', 

when he was dischargtd on account of 
physical disability . He then returned to 
Ohio and in 18650 went to Will Co., Ill., 
where he remained until he caml! to Iowa, 
in IB70. In 1872 he rualTied I .ucinda 
SPOtts, dauglltcr of Samuel and Sophia 
(Heitz) Spotts, Th ey have six ehildre'n
Nathaniel. Frank , Alice, Edward, :Mary 
and Laura. MI'. Bi shop is a republican in 
politics, and in rel igion is an Evall~clical. 

A. W. Mullan, postmastl'r and justice 
of the peace, is the pi oneer m erchant of 
P ortland. He was born in Boston, Mass., 
April 1-4, 1839. rl e is a son of Martha 
and Mary (Whelan) Mullan, and be ing 
deprived of hi.. mother, bv death, wh~n he 
was two years of age, he was cared for in 
the fll.mil y, of his matet'llal un cl l' , John 
Whelan. I n 1842 the latter r emoved to 
,"Vauke.sha Co., Wis., where Mr. Mullan 
was occu pi !ld with agricultu re uuti ] eigh
teen years old , when he learned the car
lle nter's t rad e , On the breaking out of 
the rebellion Mr. Mull an enlisted. He 
was enrolled in August, 1862, in company 
B, 28th Wi scons in Volunteer I nfantry, 
and remained in the "ervicc of the Union 
about tb ree years, receiving an honorable 
discharge in June, '8fi~. On hi ,; return to 

\Visconsi n he resumed his trade , and in l 
1867 was married to Melvina :\lcCormitk. 

, 
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1880 Uni ted States Federal Census - Ancestry.com 

1880 United States Federal Census 

;.Jamc: M. E. Bitterman 

liome in 1380: Portland, Cerro Gordo, Iowa 

':;.2: 36 

!~l ,tp(I.,i I· abt 1844 
t', j' 

.. 
,,~j<\,;llI1 

0,,- ,)l~S(' wId: 

SpOll."C'S nalltc: 

Father's 
bi1'lhplacc: 

llo[;Il:r's 
hilcilP':\C 
, , 
, .' 

Ohio 

Self 

Sarah 

Pennsylva nia 

Ohio 

Farmer 

~I' rif. I '"it ' Married 

~<l\.: White 

GlTUI~, Male 

Callt1o, l'caujwn e: 
" ind: 

Il 11 ,ld dIm Y 

h~\ I 
, 1 l. 

'dll :1, 11 

c. 
ElU11Iwr, \<'0} I), r 

Source lnIOI·ltl.,tioll: 

~1, E. Bitterman 
Sarah Bitterman 
Calvin_,J. C. Bitterman 
Edward L. llittcrman 
.1ennY..llittennan 
Trulcy Bitterman 
[v1ary Ritterman 
Clinton [\'1. Hittl'rman 

'"f}'). 

,"ll .... ':n',C<JlO ;l"d TIll.' ('1,ul\·h of,; 1l.;Chrisl rJ:'I~tter'cl·.y SJillt~, /, '.'/0 I:llil J ' ' sF 'n.f C·" ... "., , 
(i ncr .Ilion,,~, t\\"ur~, hI : .. :'005, t~, '0 l'.S, ('en iUS Ind,':>: VTI)\it' ,I :-:- Thl.' Chl.1( ,d ,k u, t1 ri Il"! I ~.-t T, -.; 

'~~· . f\',-,!I\('.'\llri,hl$nxl"'ldJ.A!!tL~l tlbj.,c\toth(!iH1it~{I(I .!il'l'u.,·,,·.1.11 ,""\' ,<II' ii, 
' •. 1 3r',\l1rir ,BtL\,1ltO::hc('.n·' T"Jlll1(\I!.'1(,~{!/1! l·m:,dS.u;",;I.·... eh'l 01 T r ,\,,'1 

" 
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Iowa Cemetery Records· Ancestry.com 

.... 

Iowa Cemelery Records 

Name: M. E. Bitterman 

Dc;,th n~tc : 23 Dec 1919 

i,·tj 1 ·c: 26Aug 1843 

n~ ('I" Park 

0: Tombstone Records of Floyd COU/lty 

.... )U!1: Infon. ll: 

.• nc.::I").\'om. f":l'IJ('~./Ji :,'ry Ikt'Jnl.~'t.1·(t Ie •. 011·11 .. I· 1'101<), U·I. L·S. '1" ( 
A.dmil:i.'.l r,'tion, Grm>('s R"oi_' lru:im! "1"< ':(("/' \ \:1 :lil"\nl). D.C n. n., n.d. 

lk ~l'I'iflli{)n: 
1':" . .'" n'lr ' IN) ··:'t·oIT' r. pl. Il~ ",'1 :11\)":'" ,·vullli.,:;;.and (;~. \.(', n.ll',,(~l ;. 0 
\'"r!;5 rD;~1 .\dnllr.l ' t":,;iOll .<.-",\I~ ill I!',i. lh "h, -:"'('11. r. I i" ,-I;-d \1 
, d·(·( "Li';I':I"j", ,I I ,,_ It) '\ \1 .. , 1) " . ["1'.]):, .;, '1 ndi,i,,, 
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