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434 PROGRESSIVE

been a republican, coming into his majority
in the vear the party was organized, but
held no public office, always declining any
political honors offered him by his party.

Captain Weiser was married Iebruary
2, 1864, to Miss Mary Louisa Von Hoff,
who was born November 18, 1843, and 1s
the voungest daughter of Dr. Augustus
Henry and Jane Martin Von Hoff, of Me-
chanicshurg. Pennsylvania.  They have had
five children : a son, born April 1. 1863, who
died very soon: Emilius James, born Jan-
uary 3. 1807, who is a graduate of the Ti-
nois College of Pharmacy, and who  suc-
ceeded his father in the drug business in Jan-
nary, 1803. which he sold in September.
1R0%, and moved to Ovtonville, NMinnesota,
where he is engaged in the banking bus-
imess: William Walter, born August 24,
1870, who died Julv 13, 18721 Samuel Von
Hoff. horn September 19, 1872, who 15 &
graduate of the Hlinois Dental College, and
opened a dental oftice at TRagle Grove in
April, 18¢6, and moved to West Union in
January, 1809, where he is engaged in the
practice of his profession, and Harry Mar-
tin, born September 22, 1884.

WHEELER. Jorux R..of Dunlap, comes
of revolutionary ancestry. His great grand-
father. Francis Wheeler. of Concord, Mass.,
was one of the immortal patriotic “minute
men,” who left their farms, stores and shops
at the beginning of the struggle for liberty,
and at Concord met the British soldiers in
mortal combat, covering themselves with
glory for all time. s grandfather, Josiah
1. Wheeler, then fourteen vears of age, was
ill with typhoid fever, and was removed to
the woods in an oxtcart, for safety, when
the news came that the British troops were
marching upon Lexington. The father of
the subject of our sketch, was James Wheel-
er, who was a farmer and lumber man, and
his mother was Nancy Rose Wheeler, who
was reared in IEngland. They settled in
Frewsburg, Chautauqua County, New York,
in 1815, where John R. was born, Septem-
ber 30, 1833. Iis boyhood was spent on a
farm, and his only opportunity for acquiring

MEN oOF TOWA.

e cducat on was in the common schools of
that per.od.

In 1830 he went to IZan Claire. Wis., and
in 1800 was elected sheriff of Tfau Claire
conmty.  In the fall of 1801 he ratsed and
organized Company G of the Sixteenth Wis-
comsin Infantry, and was elected captain of
the company.  His period of service ex-
tended through the entire war.  He was in
the battles of Shiloh and Corinth in 1862,
at Vickshurg in 1863, at the siege of A\t-
Lt in 1804, where he was shot throngh
hoth thighs on July 21, 1803 and was in
the closing hght of the great struggle, at

Kingston, North Carolina, in March, 18063,
[Te was promoted to the rank of major of
his regiment. and was in active service un-
til the final surrender of the last ¢onfed-
erate.

After the war, Major Wheeler settled at
Clinton, lowa, and engaged in the Tumber
business. \s the North Western Railway
was extended through the state, Mv. \Wheel-
er established lumber yards at Boone, Jeffer-
son, Denison, Woodbine and Dunlap, Towa,
and at Blair, Nebraska. In 1867 he settled
at Dunlap in Harrison county, where he es-
tablished the first lumber vard i that town.
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In 1876 he married Miss Nancy E. Tyler,
of Hamburg, lowa. Their only child, John
R. Wheeler, Jr., was born November 10,
1879.

Major Wheeler is a member of the demo-
cratic party, and in 1895 was nominated by
his party for representative in the Twenty-
sixthh General Assembly, and was elected,
notwithstanding the fact that Drake, the
republican candidate for governor, had over
700 majority in the county. He was an -
telligent and useful member of the house,
serving on several 1mportant committees.

WRIGHT. Savern Soermax, of the
well known firm of Wright & Wright, at-
tornevs at Tipton, lowa, 1s a man well
known in political circles of the Fourth and
IFifth congressional districts and through-
out the state. From vouth he has taken an
active part in politics and for several years
has been generally considered one of the
most brilliant and logical of the younger
democratic speakers. One of the most noted
of his speeches was the one which he as tem-
porary chairman delivered before the demo-
cratic state convention held in Dubuque.
May 20, 1896. In it he denounced in em-
phatic and comprehensive terms the doctrine
of the free and unlimited coinage of silver,
and warned the convention against a sys-
tem of finance that would “drive the recog-
nized standard into the vaults or out of the
countryv.”  He said that to make a piece of
“moneyv out of fifty-one or fifty-two cents
worth of silver and say that it shall be re-
ceived in pavment of all debts as one dollar,
is to confiscate one-half the wages and sav-
ings of labor and to double the price of
everything labor has to buy. This brillant
and convincing speech was not only received
with extravagant demonstrations of delight
by his own party, but the eloquent earnest-
ness of the voung orator commanded the
most respectful attention of those who polit-
ically were bitterly opposed to his ideas.

Mr. Wright is a native Iowan, born at
Nashua, March 6, 1865. His father, Rob-
ert Wright, was born in England, but came
to Chickasaw county, Iowa, when he was
nine vears old. He was a farmer near
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Nashua until 1892.  The mother, Sarah
Lydia Gilliland Wright, of German-Irish
descent, was born in Indiana, and came to
Chickasaw County, Iowa, at about the same
time as her husband. They were married
at Nashua in 1862 and lived on a farm there
until 1892, when they moved to Tipton,
where Mrs. Wright died September 22,
1896. To them had been born two chil-
dren, the older one of them being the sub-
ject of this sketch, and the younger his law
partner, J. Willard Wright.

Sam S. Wright received his early educa-
tion in the country schools of Chickasaw

|

county.  From the district school he was
cent to Bradford Academy, after which he
taught two terms in the district school, and
in 1883 entered Upper lowa University at
Favette, graduating at the head of his class
in nine terms thereafter. He was an active
member of the Zetegathean Literary So-
ciety, in the meetings of which society he
spoke at least weekly during the entire time
that he was in college. \When a mere child
he decided upon the practice of law for his
life work and through his college days
spared no effort to fit himself for his chosen
work. In the spring of 1886 he won the
famous Foster debate, which was open to

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa
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MAJ. JOHN R. WHEELER.

This distinguished soldier in the Civil War was a noted lumber dealer
in Iowa and Nebraska in the sixties, seventies and eighties of the last cen-
tury. He was a brave soldier and an energetic, successful business factor
at Dunlap, this county, being the pioneer in the lumber business at that as
well as other points within Harrison county.

Major Wheeler was born in New York state in 1833, a son of James
Wheeler, the grandson of Josiah H. \Wheeler and a great-grandson of
Francis \Wheeler, one of the minute men at Concord, Massachusetts, wha
served through the Revolution that finally gave this country its national in-
dependence. Josiah H. Wheeler also served his country as a brave soldier.
Maj. John R. Wheeler was reared in the Empire state, and was trained in
the lumber industry, which his father generally followed, and in 1856 went
to Eau Claire, \Wisconsin. where he remained until December, 1861, when
he enlisted in Company G, Sixteenth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infan-
try, going to the front as captain of his company. He was promoted in
1864 to the position of major of his regiment. He received two bad
wounds, the first a bullet hole through the upper lip at the famous battle
of Pittsburg Landing, which was his first engagement. His company lost
six men. with thirty-three wounded, in that engagement. On July 21, 1864,
at Atlanta, he was wounded with a bullet through both of his thighs and was
kept under fire ten days thereafter before he could be removed from the
field. The surgeons advised amputation of one limb, but he would not
submit to it. He took part in the battle of Pittshurg Landing, Corinth and
others of the great engagements of that awful conflict. In the list of battles
where he proved himself a soldier true may be named Vicksburg, the siege
of Atlanta and Wise's Forks, where he met Bragg and Hook.

After his return to peaceful occupations, Major \Wheeler again em-
barked in the lumber trade along the line of the Chicago and Northwestern
railroad in Towa. dealing at Clinton, Boone, Denison. Dunlap, Woodbine
and Blair, Nebraska. He opened the first lumber yard at Dunlap, this
county, in the summer of 1867, from three car loads which he had side-
tracked at that point. there being no station-house or postoffice, or other
object to mark the spot of a townsite. Later he built an office and engaged
an ox team to draw his first invoice of lumber to his “yard.” The words
“Lumber Office” painted on his little office building in 1867 were still plainly
seen as late as 1895. For a number of years the lumber business flourished
in these parts, and one hundred and fiftv car loads was an average annual

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection.compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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distribution over the wild, bleak prairies of Crawford and Harrison coun-
ties. Major Wheeler's trade extended forty miles in all directions. The
first year he operated a yard in Woodbine, having located there in De-
cember, 1866, when there was only one completed building in the place. He
was obliged to send to Boone for a heating stove with which to heat his
office. Lumber was very high, the freight on a car load from Clinton to
Woodbine being one hundred dollars, and dimension stuff sold at forty-dol-
lars a thousand feet. Medium-grade flooring was sixty dollars, while shin-
gles sold at eight dollars. Grain brought a high price, and farmers needed
lumber, even at these high figures. Major Wheeler continued in the lumber
business from 1865 for more than a quarter of a century. Major Wheeler
was a Democrat, belonged to the Knights of Pythias at Dunlap and was an
energetic, well-behaved pioneer lumberman. In 1876 Major \Wheeler mar-
ried Nancy Tyler, daughter of Willilam and Jane (Brown) Tyler, of Wis-
consin, the former of whom was a native of Ohio and the latter a native of
New York state, and to this union was born one son, John R., who was born
November 10, 1879, and who lives in Mesita, Colorado, where he is en-
gaged in the lumber business.

HOXN. L. R. BOLTER.

This gentleman distinguished himself for being one of the ablest lawyers
and statesmen of his part of the state. He was the leader in Democratic
politics and a man of much native, as well as acquired ability. He was
purely an American and was born in Richland county, Ohio, in 1834 and
died at his home in Logan, Iowa, April 29, 190o1. L. R. Bolte~ had taught
school in young manhood and also had kept books for the Wells Fargo Ex-
press Company in the Rocky Mountain district long before the building of
railroads west of the Missouri. He earned sufficient money in the west at
clerking and mining to come to Harrison county, lowa, and purchase a good
tract of land which he steadily added to, as the years rolled by, so that when
he died he was accounted a wealthy man. His extensive legal practice. how-
ever, made him independent of the world's needs without the large returns
from his broad acres.

Mr. Bolter was more times state senator than anyv other man in lowa.
He also enjoyed the peculiar distinction of having delivered more than twenty-

five consecutive Fourth of July orations within the borders of Iowa. He
>
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o ID: 1621747575

: Z?‘Z’i ]\Jf Z)’l’;ne-’RJ.(XIVHHII{E-ELER « 1940 U8, Census S
o Surname: Wheeler

e Sex: M

o Birth: 30 Sep 1833 in Frewsburg,Chautauqua,New York,USA 12
Change Date: 22 Jan 2006 1 2

-

B A

Father: James WHEELER

Sources:

1. Author: Cited source 1891 History of Harrison County lowa.-
Title: http://www.rootsweb.com/~iaharris/bio/geneal16.htm
Publication: Copyright 1996-2006 Dennis Walsh
Text: WHEELER - Major John R. WHEELER, who has been a
lumber dealer at Dunlap, lowa, since July, 1867, was born at
Frewsburg, NY, September 30, 1833, is the son of James WHEELER
and the grandson of Josiah H. WHEELER, one of the Minute Men at
Concord, Mass., he
Date: 22 Jan 2006
2. Author: Source: 1915 Harrison County [owa History, pp. 651, 652
Title: cited at
http://www.rootsweb.com/~iaharris/bio1915/1915bio25. . htm#wheeler
Text: Maj. John R. WHEELER - This distinguished soldier in the |
) Civil War was a noted lumber dealer in lowa and Nebraska in the
* sixties, seventies and eighties of the last century. He was a brave |
' soldier and an energetic, successful business factor at Dunlap, t
Date: 22 Jan 2006
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e ID: 1355
e Name: John R. WHEELER 1940 U, ;& %mmzzﬁ ﬁ%bﬁ%‘%

o Sex: M
Birth: 30 SEP 1833 in Frewsburg,Chautauqua,New York,USA

»
°

Father: James WHEELER
Mother: Nancy ROSE b: in England

APPLIES TO: DATE_AND PLACE
_RIN: 148 !

Change Date: 22 JAN 2006 at 11:23:12

_RIN: 148

_APPLIES TO: DATE_AND PLACE !
"RIN: 149

RIN: 1492

Sources:

1.

Title: http://www.rootsweb.com/~iaharris/bio/geneal16.htm

Author: Cited source 1891 History of Harrison County Iowa.
Abbrev: Cited source 1891 History of Harrison County lowa.
Publication: Copyright 1996-2006 Dennis Walsh

Abbrev: http://www.rootsweb.com/~iaharris/bio/geneal16.htm

Text: WHEELER - Major John R. WHEELER, who has been a
lumber dealer at Dunlap, Iowa, since July, 1867, was born at
Frewsburg, NY, September 30, 1833, is the son of James WHEELER
and the grandson of Josiah H. WHEELER, one of the Minute Men at
Concord, Mass., he afterwards followed through the Revolutionary
War, he served through the entire conflict, in our struggle for
national independence. Josiah H. WHEELER was also a patriotic
man, having served his country. The father of our subject married
Miss Nancy ROSE, who was reared in England. Both she and her
husband died a the old homestead in New York.
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John R. was reared in the Empire State, and was brought up in the
lumber business, which his father followed, and in 1856 he came to
Eau Claire, WI, where he remained until December, 1861 when he
enlisted in Company G, Sixteenth Wisconsin Infantry, which
company he raised and went out with as Captain, but was promoted
to Major, and was as such mustered out in April, 1865. ..."
Date: 22 JAN 2006
Quality: 2

2. Title: cited at
http://www.rootsweb.com/~iaharris/bio1915/1915bio25.htm#wheeler
Author: Source: 1915 Harrison County lowa History, pp. 651, 652
Abbrev: Source: 1915 Harrison County lowa History, pp. 651, 652
Abbrev:
http://www.rootsweb.com/~iaharris/bio1915/1915bio25.htm#wheeler
Text: Maj. John R. WHEELER - This distinguished soldier in the
Civil War was a noted lumber dealer in lowa and Nebraska in the
sixties, seventies and eighties of the last century. He was a brave
soldier and an energetic, successful business factor at Dunlap, this
county, being the pioneer in the lumber business at that as well as
other points within Harrison county.

Major Wheeler was born in New York state in 1833, a son of James
Wheeler, the grandson of Josiah H. Wheeler and a great-grandson of
Francis Wheeler, one of the minute men at Concord, Massachusetts,
who served through the Revolution that finally gave this country its
national independence. Josiah H. Wheeler also served his country as
a brave soldier. Maj. John R. Wheeler was reared in the Empire state,
and was trained in the lumber industry, which his father generally
followed, and in 1856 went to Eau Claire, Wisconsin, where he
remained until December, 1861, when he enlisted in Company G,
Sixteenth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, going to the front
as captain of his company. He was promoted in 1864 to the position
of major of his regiment. He received two bad wounds, the first a
bullet hole through the upper lip at the famous battle of Pittsburg
Landing, which was his first engagement. His company lost six men,
with thirty-three wounded, in that engagement. On July 21, 1864, at
Atlanta, he was wounded with a bullet through both of his thighs and
was kept under fire ten days thereafter before he could be removed
from the field. The surgeons advised amputation of one limb, but he
would not submit to it. He took part in the battle of Pittsburg
Landing, Corinth and others of the great engagements of that awful
conflict. In the list of battles where he proved himself a soldier true
may be named Vicksburg, the siege of Atlanta and Wise's Forks,
where he met Bragg and Hook.

After his return to peaceful occupations, Major Wheeler again
embarked in the lumber trade along the line of the Chicago and
Northwestern railroad in Iowa, dealing at Clinton, Boone, Denison,
Dunlap, Woodbine and Blair, Nebraska. He opened the first lumber
yard at Dunlap, this county, in the summer of 1867, from three car
loads which he had side-tracked at that point, there being no station-
house or postoffice, or other object to mark the spot of a townsite.
Later he built an office and engaged an ox team to draw his first
invoice of lumber to his “yard.” The words “Lumber Office” painted
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on his little office building in 1867 were still plainly seen as late as
1895. For a number of years the lumber business flourished in these
parts, and one hundred and fifty car loads was an average annual
distribution over the wild, bleak prairies of Crawford and Harrison
counties. Major Wheeler's trade extended forty miles in all
directions. The first year he operated a yard in Woodbine, having
located there in December, 1866, when there was only one
completed building in the place. He was obliged to send to Boone for
a heating stove with which to heat his office. Lumber was very high,
the freight on a car load from Clinton to Woodbine being one
hundred dollars, and dimension stuff sold at forty dollars a thousand
feet. Medium-grade flooring was sixty dollars, while shingles sold at
eight dollars. Grain brought a high price, and farmers needed lumber,
even at these high figures. Major Wheeler continued in the lumber
business from 1865 for more than a quarter of a century. Major
Wheeler was a Democrat, belonged to the Knights of Pythias at
Dunlap and was an energetic, well-behaved pioneer lumberman. In
1876 Major Wheeler married Nancy Tyler, daughter of William and
Jane (Brown) Tyler, of Wisconsin, the former of whom was a native
of Ohio and the latter a native of New York state, and to this union
was born one son, John R., who was born November 10, 1879, and
who lives in Mesita, Colorado, where he is engaged in the lumber
business.

Date: 22 JAN 2006
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