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been a republican. coming into his majority 
in the year the part)· \Yas organized, bnt 
held tll1 public nftice. ahYa:ys declining any 
political honurs offered him hy his party. 

Captain \ \' eiser was married February 
2. 186-t. ttl .:\lis~ :\Iary Lnuisa Yon Hoff, 
\\·ho \\'a:-i horn ::\oHmher 18, r8-1-3. and is 
the yunnge,;t daughter of Dr . .-\ugusttts 
Henrv and Tane :\lartin Von Hoff. of :\Ie­
chani~shnrg~ l'ennsyh·ania. 'fhey have hacl 
five children: a son. born .\pril 1. r86_s, \Yho 
died wry ,;tHlll: Emilith James. horn J;m­
uarv .). 18h;. \Yho io; a graduate of the Tlli­
noi~ C<•llcQ·e , Jt Phannan·. and \Yhn ~uc­
ceeded hi,; father in the dn;g business in Jan­
nary, 1893· ,,·hich he snld in September. 
J8i)f<. and mo,·ed t<l Ort<Jm:ille . .\Iinnes<,ta. 
where he is engaged in the banking bu~­
iness: \\.illiam \\.alteL horn :\ngmt 2-J-. 
r.~;o. ,,.h,1 died July r::;. 1~;2: Samuel V"n 
llnff. ht.>nl Se.vtemher I~), r8;2, \Yho is a 
g-raduate (lt the Illin<lis Dental College. and 
''Jlened a cleJltal • >ttil·e at Eagle (~rove in 
"\pril. t8i)(J, and mnHd til \\.est Cnil,n in 
January, 1 H~)9. \\·here he is engaged in the 
practice of his profe~sion. and Harry .\Jar­
tin, horn Septe!llher 22. 1 88-t . 

.. of Dunlap, comes 
of renJlutionary ancestry. His great grand­
father. l7 ranci;; \\.heeler. 1lf Concord. l\Iass., 
was one of the imlll1'rtal patrintic ''minute 
men." \\. hu le it their farm~. st11res and shops 
at the beginning 1 ,f the strugg·le fnr liberty, 
and at Cnn<:< ;rd met the Briti~h :-;oldiers in 
m;·>rtal com hat. l'fl\·ering tllemseh·es with 
glory for all time. !lis grandfather, J.'lsiah 
H. \\'heeler. then fourteen years of age, was 
ill \\·ith typhoid fe,·er. ali.d \\·as rem<)vecl to 
the woods in an ox·cart, for safety, when 
the news came that the British troops were 
marching upon Lexington. The father of 
the subject of our sketch, was James \Vheel­
er, who was a farmer and lumber man, and 
his mother was Nancy Rose \Vheeler, \vho 
was reared in England. They settled in 
Frewsburg, Chautauqua County, New York, 
in r8r5. where John H. was born, Septem­
ber 30, J 833. His boyhood was spent on a 
farm, and his only opportuniQ' for acquiring 

:til c<ltll·:tt ·, 111 ,,.;ts 111 the c: >tllllli 111 o:chu' ds 11f 
t liat per:l>(l. 

In 1 ~ ;t> he \\·em t•, Eau Claire. \\'is .. and 
in !l'(ll). "as electeJ sheriff nf Eau Claire 
c' ,ttnt\·. In the fall of r81)! he rai . .;ed and 
, •rg·;u;ized c·tllllptny (; 1 ,j the ~ixteenth \\'i:-;­
l'•'n~in Infantry. and \\<1~ elected captain of 
the cntnpany. His period tlf sen'ice ex­
tended tlmmgl1 the entire war. He \\'as in 
the battle~ of Shiloh and Corinth in 1862, 
;tt \'ickshurg in !~OJ. at the siege ni .\t­
Ltnt:t in 1 ~(q. where he \\'<h shot thnmg·h 
h•th thighs tlll July 21. T~(q. and \\'as in 
tht· cl"~ing figln t)i the great strug-g-k. ;tl 

l{ingstun, ::\nrth Carolina, in \[arch. 1 ;-/{)_:::. 

II e \\'a,; promoted t11 the rank "i m:t_j • 1r • d' 
his regiment. and \\·as in actiH' sen·:cc un­
til the final surrender nf the ];to;t l'Ptlied­
crate. 

.\fter the \\'ar, :\lajm \\'heeler ~ettled at 
CJ intnn, Iowa, and engaged in the 1 umber 
business. . \s the ::\ nrth \ \' e:otern Rail way 
was extended through the st;tte, i\lr. \\.heel­
er established lumber yards at Boone. Jeffer­
son. Denison. \\'oodhine and Dunlap, Iowa, 
and at Blair. :\' ehraska. In I 8h7 he settled 
at Dunlap in Harrison cmmty. \vherc he es­
tablished the first lumber _varcl in that town. 

'T._·. \,1 

I 
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In I 876 he married Miss K ancy E. Tyler, 
of Hamburg, lowa. Their only child, John 
R. Wheeler, Jr., was born 0-'ovember 10, 

1879· 
J\1ajor \\'heeler is a member of the demo-

cratic party, and in 1895 was nominated by 
his party for representative in the Twenty­
sixth General ;\ssemllly, anc\ was elected, 
notwithstanding the fact that Drake, the 
republican candidate for governor, had over 
700 majority in the county. He was an in­
telligent and useful member of the house, 
sernng on se\·eral important committees. 

\\'H.ICHT. S.\\lt'EL Sr!ERC\L\X. of the 
well kll<l\\11 finn ,,i \\'right & \\'right. at-­
torneys at Tipton, Iowa, is a man well 
kno\nl in political circle~ of the Fourth and 
Fifth wngressi( ,ua 1 districb ami through­
out the state. From vouth he has taken an 
active part in politics- and for several years 
has been generally considered one of the 
most brilliant a11<l lngical of the younger 
democratic ~peaker~. One of the most notecl 
of his speeche~ \vas the one which he as tem­
porary chairman deliYered before the demo­
cratic state cnnYentinn held in Dubuque. 
May 20. 1896. In it he denounced in em­
phatic and comprehensi,·e tenns the doctrine 
of the free aml unlimited coinage of silver, 
and warned the conYention against a sys­
tem oi finance that \\·cmld "dri\·e the recog­
nized st~uHlard intn the ,-aults or out of the 
country. 1:-le said that to make a piece of 

·money nut of fifty-one or fifty-two cents 
worth uf :-;ilnr and saY that it shall he re-

. ceived in payment nf ;1ll debts as one dollar, 
is to confiscate one-half the \vages and ,;a\·­
ings of labor and to double the pric~ of 
everything labor has to buy. This brilliant 
and convincing speech was not only rt:.ceivecl 
with extravagant demoi1strations of delig·ht 
by his own party, but the eloquent earnest­
ness of the young orator commanded the 
most respectful attention of those who polit­
ically were hitterly opposed to his ideas. 

J\Tr. \Vright is a native Iowan. born at 
Nashua, March 6, I 865. His father, Rob­
ert \V right, was born in England, but came 
to Chickasaw county, Iowa, \Yhen he was 
nine years old. He was a farmer near 

Nashua until 1892. The mother, Sarah 
Lydia Gilliland Wright, of German-Irish 
descent, was born in Indiana, and came to 
Chickasaw County, Iowa, at about the same 
time as her husband. They were married 
at Nashua in r862 and lived on a farm there 
until 1892, when they r¥Ioved to Tipton, 
where l\1rs. \Vright cliecl September 22, 
1896. To them had been born t\vo chil­
dren, the older one of them being the sub­
ject of this sketch, and the younger his law 
partner, J. \Villard \Vright. 

Sam S. \Vright recei\·ed his early educa­
tion in the country schools of Chickasaw 

county. From the district school he was 
sent t<' Bradford .\cademY. after \Yhich he 
taught two terms in the district school, and 
in 1883 entered 'Cpper Iowa University at 
Fayette, graduating at the head of his class 
in nine terms thereafter. He was an active 
member of the Zetegathean Litelrary So­
ciety, in the meetings of which society he 
spoke at least weekly during the entire time 
that he was in college. \Vhen a mere child 
he decided upon the practice of law for his 
life work and through his college days 
spared no effort to fit himself for his chosen 
work. In the spring of 1886 he won the 
famous Foster debate, which was open to 
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This distinguished soldier in the Ci,·il \Var was a noted lumber dealer 
m Iowa and Xebraska in the sixties, se,·enties and eighties of th~ last cen­
tury. He was a bra,·e soldier and an energetic, successful business factor 
at Dunlap, this county. being the pioneer in the lumber business at that .as 
well as other points within Harrison county. 

Major \Vheeler was born in Xew York state in I833, a son of }3.me5" 
\Vheeler, the grandson of Josiah H. \Vheeler and a great~grandsou of 
Francis \\'heeler, one of the minute men at Concord, Massachusetts, who 
sen·ed through the Revolution that finally gave this country its national in­
dependence. Josiah H. \Vheeler also served his country as a brave soldier . 
.:\Iaj. John R. \\'heeler was reared in the Empire state. and was trained in 
the lumber industry, which his father generally followed, and in I856 went 
to Eau Claire, \\'isconsin. where he remained until Decetnber, r861, when 
he enlisted in Company G. Sixteenth Regiment \Visconsin Volunteer Infan­
try. going to the front as captain of his company. He was promoted in 
I 86-1- to the position of major of his regiment. He received t\vo bad 
wounds. the first a bullet hole through the upper lip at the famous battle 
of Pittsburg; Landing. which was his first engagement. His company lost 
six men. with thirty-three wounded. in that engagement. On July 2I, I864, 
at . \tlanta, he \Yas ,,·mmded with a bullet through both of his thighs and was 
kept under fire ten days thereafter before he could be removed from the 
field. The surgeons ad,·ised amputation of one limb, but he would not 
submit to it. He took part in the battle of Pittsburg Landing, Corinth and 
others of the great engagements of that a\dul conflict. In the list of battles 
where he prm·ed himself a soldier true may be named Vicksburg, the siege 
of .-\.tlanta and \Vise's Forks. where he met Bragg and Hook . 

. -\. fter his return to peaceful occupations, .:\-1ajor \Vheeler again em­
barked in the lumher trade along the line of the Chicago and ~orthwestern 
railroad in Iowa. dealing at Clinton, Boone, Denison. Dunlap, \Voodbine 
and Blair, Xebraska. He opened the first lumber yard at Dunlap, this 
county, in the summer of r867. from three car loads which he had side­
tracked at that point. there being no station-house or postoffice, or other 
object to mark the spot of a townsite. Later he built ari office and engaged 
an ox team to draw his first invoice of lumber to his "yard." The words 
"Lumber Office" painted on his little office building in I867 were still plainly 
seen as late as 1895· For a number of years the lumber business flourished 
in these parts. and one hundred and fifty car loads was an average annual 
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distribution over the wild, bleak prairies of Crawford and Harrison coun­
ties. Major Wheeler's trade extended forty miles in all directions. The 
first year he operated a yard in ·woodbine, having located there in De­
cember, 1866, when there ·was only one completed building in the place. He 
was obliged to send to Boone for a heating stove with which to heat his 
office. Lumber was very high, the freight on a car load from Clinton to 
Woodbine being one hundred dollars, and dimension stuff sold at forty ·dol­
lars a thousand feet. Medium-grade flooring was sixty dollars, while shin­
gles sold at eight dollars. Grain brought a high price, and farmers needed 
lumber, even at these high figures. ~lajor Wheeler continued in the lumber 
business from r86,5 for more than a quarter of a century. .:\1ajor \Vheeler 
was a Democrat, belonged to the Knights of Pythias at Dunlap and was an 
energetic, well-behaved pioneer lumberman. In 1876 Major \Vheeler mar­
ried Nancy Tyler, daughter of \Villiam and Jane (Brown) Tyler, of Wis­
consin, the former of whom was a native of Ohio and the latter a natiYe of 
1\ew 1" ork state, and to this union was born one son, John R., who was born 
Xovember 10, 1879, and who lives in ~Iesita, Colorado, \Yhere he is en­
gaged in the lumber business. 

HO:\. L. R. BOLTER. 

This gentleman distinguished himself fur being one of the ablest lawyers 
and statesmen of his part of the state. He was the leader in Democratic 
politics and a man of much native, as well as acquired ability. He was 
purely an A.merican and was born in Richland county, Ohio, in 1834 and 
died at his home in Logan, Iowa, April 29, 1901. L. R. Bolte- had taught 
school in young manhood and also had kept books for the \\"ells Fargo Ex­
press Company in the Rocky ~Iountain district long before the building of 
railroads west of the ~Iissouri. He earned sufficient money in the ''"est at 
clerking and mining to come to Harrison county, Io,va, and purchase a good 
tr:act of land which he steadily added to, as the years rolled by. so that when 
he died he was accounted a wealthy man. His extensive legal practice. how­
ever, made him indepet1dent of the \vorld"s needs \vithout the large returns 
from his broad acres. 

:\Ir. Bolter was more times state senator than any other man in Iowa. 
He also enjoyed the peculiar distinction of haYing delivered more than t\venty­
five consecutive Fourth of July orations within the borders of Iowa. · He .,. 
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Welcome, 

Try out the New Ancestry Search 

You searched for John R. Wheeler in Iowa 

Not sure where to start? Often 

it's helpful to contact others 

who share your research 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 

Save This Record 

John R Wheeler 

abt1833 

New York 

Male 

Married 

1885 

Iowa 

Harrison 

Dunlap 

IA1885_197 

29 

7 

52 

35 

5 

25 

Attach this record to a person in your tree as a source record, or sa~ 

for later evaluation. 
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Welcome, heh 

Ancestry Community 

GIT1 

Chuck's Growing Tree 

Entries: 1169 Updated: 2006-06-01 03:48:18 UTC (Thu) Contact: Chuck Metcalfe' 

Index I Pedigree I Ahnentafel 1 Download GEDCOM 1 Add Post-em 

• ID: I355 
• Name: John R. WHEELER 
• Sex: M 
• Birth: 30 SEP 1833 in Frewsburg,Chautauqua,New York,USA 
• RIN: 148 
• _APPLIES_ TO: DATE_AND_PLACE 1 
• RIN: 149 
• _APPLIES_ TO: DATE_AND_PLACE 2 

_RIN: 1481 
RIN: 149 2 

Change Date: 22 JAN 2006 at 11: 23: 12 

Father: James WHEELER 
Mother: Nancy ROSE b: in England 

Sources: 

1. Title: http://www.rootsweb.com/"'iaharris/bio/geneal16.htm 
Author: Cited source 1891 History of Harrison County Iowa. 
Abbrev: Cited source 1891 History of Harrison County Iowa. 
Publication: Copyright 1996-2006 Dennis Walsh 
Abbrev: http://www.rootsweb.com/"'iaharris/bio/geneal16.htm 

Sug~ 
Sea rei 
Wheel 

Includ 

Text: WHEELER- Major John R. WHEELER, who has been a lumber dealer at Dunlap, Iowa, since July, 1867, wa 
30, 1833, is the son of James WHEELER and the grandson of Josiah H. WHEELER, one of the Minute Men at Con 
through the Revolutionary War, he served through the entire conflict, in our struggle for national independence. 
patriotic man, having served his country. The father of our subject married Miss Nancy ROSE, who was reared i1 
died a the old homestead in New York. 
John R. was reared in the Empire State, and was brought up in the lumber business, which his father followed, ; 
WI, where he remained until December, 1861 when he enlisted in Company G, Sixteenth Wisconsin Infantry, wl 
with as Captain, but was promoted to Major, and was as such mustered out in April, 1865 .... " 
Date: 22 JAN 2006 
Quality: 2 

http://awt.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:323635l&id=I355 4/24/2009 
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2. Title: cited at http://www.rootsweb.com/"'iaharris/bio1915/1915bio25.htm#wheeler 
Author: Source: 1915 Harrison County Iowa History, pp. 651, 652 
Abbrev: Source: 1915 Harrison County Iowa History, pp. 651, 652 
Abbrev: http://www.rootsweb.com/"'iaharris/bio1915/1915bio25.htm#wheeler 
Text: Maj. John R. WHEELER- This distinguished soldier in the Civil War was a noted lumber dealer in Iowa and 
eighties of.the last century. He was a brave soldier and an energetic, successful business factor at Dunlap, this ' 
lumber business atthat as well as other points within Harrison county. 

Major Wheeler was born in New York state in 1833, a son of James Wheeler, the grandson of Josiah H. Wheeler 
Wheeler, one of the minute men at Concord, Massachusetts, who served through the Revolution that finally gav 
independence. Josiah H. Wheeler also served his country as a brave soldier. Maj. John R. Wheeler was reared in 
the lumber industry, which his father generally followed, and in 1856 went to Eau Claire, Wisconsin, where he n 
he enlisted in Company G, Sixteenth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, going to the front as captain of hi~ 
to the position of major of his regiment. He received two bad wounds, the first a bullet hole through the upper I 
Landing, which was his first engagement. His company lost six men, with thirty-three wounded, in that engager 
was wounded with a bullet through both of his thighs and was kept under fire ten days thereafter before he cou 
surgeons advised amputation of one limb, but he would not submit to it. He took part in the battle of Pittsburg l 
great engagements of that awful conflict. In the list of battles where he proved himself a soldier true may be na 
and Wise's Forks, where he met Bragg and Hook. 

After his return to peaceful occupations, Major Wheeler again embarked in the lumber trade along the line of th' 
Iowa, dealing at Clinton, Boone, Denison, Dunlap, Woodbine and Blair, Nebraska. He opened the first lumber ya 
summer of 1867, from three car loads which he had side-tracked at that point, there being no station-house or 
spot of a townsite. Later he built an office and engaged an ox team to draw his first invoice of lumber to his "ya 
painted on his little office building in 1867 were still plainly seen as late as 1895. For a number of years the lum 
and one hundred and fifty car loads was an average annual distribution over the wild, bleak prairies of Crawford 
Wheeler's trade extended forty miles in all directions. The first year he operated a yard in Woodbine, having lac 
there was only one completed building in the place. He was obliged to send to Boone for a heating stove with w 
very high, the freight on a car load from Clinton to Woodbine being one hundred dollars, and dimension stuff so 
Medium-grade flooring was sixty dollars, while shingles sold at eight dollars. Grain brought a high price, and far 
high figures. Major Wheeler continued in the lumber business from 1865 for more than a quarter of a century. ~ 
belonged to the Knights of Pythias at Dunlap and was an energetic, well-behaved pioneer lumberman. In 1876 I 
daughter of William and Jane (Brown) Tyler, of Wisconsin, the former of whom was a native of Ohio and the latt 
this union was born one son, John R., who was born November 10, 1879, and who lives in Mesita, Colorado, wh 
business. 
Date: 22 JAN 2006 
Quality: 2 

Index I Pedigree I Ahnentafei 1 Download GEDCOM I Add Post-em 
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· Contact: Chuck Metcalfe·:/ , , ·· !},f:;/ 
''" ''<";· .<:\..._; 

Index I Pedigree I Ahnentafell Download GEDCOM I Add Post-em 

• ID: I621747575 
• Name: John R. WHEELER 
• Given Name: John R. 
• Surname: Wheeler 

(J Sex: M 
··-· • Birth: 30 Sep 1833 in Frewsburg,Chautauqua,New York, USA 12 

• Change Date: 22 Jan 200612 

Father: James WHEELER 
Mother: Nancy ROSE b: in England 

Sources: 

0 

1. Author: Cited source 1891 History ofHarrison County Iowa.· 
Title: http://www.rootsweb.com/~iaharris/bio/geneal16.htm 
Publication: Copyright 1996-2006 Dennis Walsh 
Text: WHEELER- Major John R. WHEELER, who has been a 
lumber dealer at Dunlap, Iowa, since July, 1867, was born at 
Frewsburg, NY, September 30, 1833, is the son of James WHEELER 
and the grandson of Josiah H. WHEELER, one ofthe Minute Men at 
Concord, Mass., he 
Date: 22 Jan 2006 

2. Author: Source: 1915 Harrison County Iowa History, pp. 651, 652 
Title: cited at 
http:/ /www.rootsweb.com/~iaharris/bio 1915/1915bio25 .htm#wheeler 
Text: Maj. John R. WHEELER- This distinguished soldier in the 
Civil War was a noted lumber dealer in Iowa and Nebraska in the 
sixties, seventies and eighties of the last century. He was a brave 
soldier and an energetic, successful business factor at Dunlap, t 
Date: 22 Jan 2006 
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• ID: 1355 
• Name: John R. WHEELER 

• 
• 
• 

Sex: M 
Birth: 30 SEP 1833 in Frewsburg,Chautauqua,New York,USA 

RIN: 148 

• () 
"-·--/ 

APPLIES TO: DATE AND PLACE 1 
RIN: 149 

• 
• 
• 
• 

APPLIES TO: DATE AND PLACE l 
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RIN: 1481 

RIN: 1492 
Change Date: 22 JAN 2006 at 11:23:12 

Father: James WHEELER 
Mother: Nancy ROSE b: in England 

Sources: 

0 

1. Title: http://www.rootsweb.com/~iaharris/bio/geneal16.htm 
· Author: Cited source 1891 History of Harrison County Iowa. 
Abbrev: Cited source 1891 History ofHarrison County Iowa. 
Publication: Copyright 1996-2006 Dennis Walsh 
Abbrev: http:/ /www.rootsweb.com/~iaharris/bio/geneal16.htm 
Text: WHEELER - Major John R. WHEELER, who has been a 
lumber dealer at Dunlap, Iowa, since July, 1867, was born at 
Frewsburg, NY, September 30, 1833, is the son of James WHEELER 
and the grandson of Josiah H. WHEELER, one of the Minute Men at 
Concord, Mass., he afterwards followed through the Revolutionary 
War, he served through the entire conflict, in our struggle for 
national independence. Josiah H. WHEELER was also a patriotic 
man; having served his country. The father of our subject married 
Miss Nancy ROSE, who was reared in England. Both she and her 
husband died a the old homestead in New York. 

http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:3236351&id=I355 4/24/2009 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Roots Web's WorldConnectProject: Chuck's Growing Tree 

) 

0 

John R. was reared in the Empire State, and was brought up in the 
lumber business, which his father followed, and in 1856 he came to 
Eau Claire, WI, where he remained until December, 1861 when he 
enlisted in Company G, Sixteenth Wisconsin Infantry, which 
company he raised and went out with as Captain, but was promoted 
to Major, and was as such mustered out in April, 1865 .... " 
Date: 22 JAN 2006 
Quality: 2 

2. Title: cited at 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~iaharris/bio1915/1915bio25.htm#wheeler 
Author: Source: 1915 Harrison County Iowa History, pp. 651, 652 
Abbrev: Source: 1915 Harrison County Iowa History, pp. 651, 652 
Abbrev: 
http://www.rootsweb.com/~iaharris/bio191511915bio25.htm#wheeler 

Text: Maj. John R. WHEELER- This distinguished soldier in the 
Civil War was a noted lumber dealer in Iowa and Nebraska in the 
sixties, seventies and eighties of the last century. He was a brave 
soldier and an energetic, successfulbusiness factor at Dunlap, this 
county, being the pioneer in the lumber business at that as well as 
other points within Harrison county. 

Major Wheeler was born in New York state in 1833, a son of James 
Wheeler, the grandson of Josiah H. Wheeler and a great-grandson of 
Francis Wheeler, one of the minute men at Concord, Massachusetts, 
who served through the Revolution that finally gave this country its 
national independence. Josiah H. Wheeler also served his country as 
a brave soldier. Maj. John R. Wheeler was reared in the Empire state, 
and was trained in the lumber industry, which his father generally 
followed, and in 1856 went to Eau Claire, Wisconsin, where he 
remained until December, 1861, when he enlisted in Company G, 
Sixteenth Regiment Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry, going to the front 
as captain of his company. He was promoted in 1864 to the position 
of major of his regiment. He received two bad wounds, the first a 
bullet hole through the upper lip at the famous battle of Pittsburg 
Landing, which was his first engagement. His company lost six men, 
with thirty-three wounded, in that engagement. On July 21, 1864, at 
Atlanta, he was wounded with a bullet through both of his thighs and 
was kept under fire ten days thereafter before he could be removed 
from the field. The surgeons advised amputation of one limb, but he 
would not submit to it. He took part in the battle of Pittsburg 
Landing, Corinth and others of the great engagements of that awful 
conflict. In the list of battles where he proved himself a soldier true 
may be named Vicksburg, the siege of Atlanta and Wise's Forks, 
where he met Bragg and Hook. 

After his return to peaceful occupations, Major Wheeler again 
embarked in the lumber trade along the line of the Chicago and 
Northwestern railroad in Iowa, dealing at Clinton, Boone, Denison, 
Dunlap, Woodbine and Blair, Nebraska. He opened the first lumber 
yard at Dunlap, this county, in the summer of 1867, from three car 
loads which he had side-tracked at that point, there being no station­
house or postoffice, or other object to mark the spot of a townsite. 
Later he built an office and engaged an ox team to draw his first 
invoice oflumber to his "yard." The words "Lumber Office" painted 

http://wc.rootsweb.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/igm.cgi?op=GET&db=:3236351&id=I355 

Page 2 of3 

4/24/2009 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Roots Web's WorldConnect Project: Chuck's Growing Tree 

on his little office building in 1867 were still plainly seen as late as 
1895, For a number of years the lumber business flourished in these 
parts, and one hundred and fifty car loads was an average annual 

. ) distribution over the wild, bleak prairies of Crawford and Harrison 
counties. Major Wheeler's trade extended forty miles in all 
directions. The first year he operated a yard in Woodbine, having 
located there in December, 1866, when there was only one 
completed building in the place. He was obliged to send to Boone for 
a heating stove with which to heat his office. Lumber was very high, 
the freight on a car load from Clinton to Woodbine being one 
hundred dollars, and dimension stuff sold at forty dollars a thousand 
feet. Medium-grade flooring was sixty dollars, while shingles sold at 
eight dollars. Grain brought a high price, and farmers needed lumber, 
even at these high figures. Major Wheeler continued in the lumber 
business from 1865 for more than a quarter of a century. Major 
Wheeler was a Democrat, belonged to the Knights of Pythias at 
Dunlap and was an energetic, well-behaved pioneer lumberman. In 
1876 Major Wheeler married Nancy Tyler, daughter of William and 
Jane (Brown) Tyler, of Wisconsin, the former of whom was a native 
of Ohio and the latter a native of New York state, and to this union 
was born one son, John R., who was born November 10, 1879, and 
who lives in Mesita, Colorado, where he is engaged in the lumber 
business. 
Date: 22 JAN 2006 
Quality: 2 
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