Standard Porm For Members of the Legislature

Name of Representative ;&%/&u&[ﬁ ;QA§C, 1[5%;“”Senator 2221@4253”/
7/// il /‘/M’rw // e, [Zmé ,“%t’ff/‘ -

4

1. Birthday and place a?é‘;Qﬁdif /EdG

2. Marriage (s) date place

{\ / : ) @r ,/ / ZW/I;M V4 *ﬂ_ ty (AN /Z)-,:r;,;.,{f(’ , / '/,? b o ’/‘
i ]

3. 81gn1f1cant events for example:

A. Businesscl il Lt Lustw /35 o Free Lfi gyt ,:rﬁfo‘

7
Vs / 4 '
B. Civic responsibilities (o ~ /_ ~%21ﬁx.fﬁfn~
/ /
y :

C. Profession 12%2?@nu¢

4. Church membership

Y

oY "b' » ) 4 p S /
S. Sessions served /¥ [ Kbt sud (Ldd2 /A g /8 ;o Mol o

6. Public Offices
A. Local /)l s t/ A ! i 4

7 A g

7 Y &

»

B. Stat n;m;uu(;kﬁ//,:// a/{, y cjf, _) s et F . ,f Aol

C. National ) i

7

] /' -
z / g/ b 4 < g /] )
7 B Death /;{// /e_‘( n . SJ 4'/ Jr 85 "{ At oo 5 SR 4'(( (€2 4/(7{ ¥

A
\
»i

® j M Bt

)

8. Children 571/}) a; (Letedos j %4/ ///féfh \/) /fz/ﬂ"’ {“/”34’4' A 1>

7 Vi i /x / Vi
9. Names of parents /jﬁ/{/l: PRy | }/,.f,:, /.4 f LIl | /}Z//u_v(

A

i

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



Nerri 1) Nathaniel U

-
/ﬁ/ .
1O.Education—/éx74f%v'r,izﬁﬂé”w,, o o SN L A Y )Y

11. Degrees

/)
‘//L%f‘{?’ 24¢4. 4, 2’

Other applicable information

12,
= '777”/&?‘;‘; s Loheres = &Z/%«z/ oo a . D/ a? A #-l;(fz';’v;r/,L)é STy
_ 2 . 3 , L%%/%%?.%%ﬂ,

’ / 4
A wists o M

fif §
) F

(/, e ST b ‘;.:‘»_A l,v' ’,"1

[/G/ A-g5 /
/ . }
94{'4_—_’ t /L_‘_K/_._“/(Z 25 // : ;wi“v arw’ e
7/ v
4 /:.\ 2 ! JJ Y | /" V4 //J = f ? " 5 e st 5 ; ’"/f ~ & ,,‘;’v'i
el T ey 7’?-!: Py s ; Lar. o g AV £ 1“(41{ "‘l(///f" hial . L AR L T
i 2ef o nt o
#) ,
P /\’e;/ """‘JM“A'/A.VJ 2E% o ;/{, Y /’ g /ﬂ iy" g ”
7
&

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



N\em L (NaTraret &

Sources Log FPor Legislation Bntries

Applicability

80urce Non Applicable Applicable Information obtained

f /ef’f‘é 34 f’ 7/
o~ o ot Bt e ot o

-

v I
/ﬁzf; 42 2, y//m ;,/ / IH 4.0 ot 2
N 73 7 tJ
g
2 ,' 4
i
LA ; ;

Mjf// 746 'If' P

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.



Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.




DEAR SIR:

It has been the custom of each House, at the commencement of every session of the
Geueral Assambly, to cause to ba prepared and published, a table, showing certain statisties in connee-
tion with the names of the members thereof., This is usually done in much haste, hence is frequently
incorrect; especially in the orthography of names. In order to prevent errors of this kind, ‘and to
have the table in print at the commencement of thesession, I transmit you this circular, with a request
that you will fill up the blanks found below, and return to this office as soon as practical. You will
please give the first name in fut],*and write pl;\inlv

Nume., %/: éZfo(({:j

P. Q. Address..ooe o NN AL

Cmm{y...............-...f:M{"z’Z/ZW
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J
}wwnfowa-- f'z /r%? ........... e (

- au. rassadhee i nu.u T T L PR R Hrrseanzas Feaes

I send herewith a copy of the rules of last Session of the General Assembly, in which you will see
the table above referred to.
Yours truly, T
ED WRIGHT,

FECRETARY OF STATE.
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i des group. and Miss Ella Collin. daugh-| i 80 he

ter of a New York taior. Hobbs, who! !t Payn

TS is an American. was shipwrecked off| Prother,
the coast of the 1llika islands in 1880.} bad the
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News reached the city Iast night of: the two
the death of Cept. Narbandel A. Merril), |
ore of 1he ollest attornevs of Clinton! 4
county and a member of the Twenty-! Amus
; sixth general assembly. from stomach| out for
. eam troubles. He has been a sufferer for; thing m
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> oyour

i some time and of late has been mcere ¢ri reguired
{ less confined to his home at DeWitt. | Dineteer
1 His death occiirred at ¢ oclock Yester-! vancems
, day morning. as in sei
® Capt AMcrrell was known to every-{ ager Wi
" body in Clinton county and his pame| tirely ne
_ — is intmately connecied with that of | season
t the state. He was born in 1829 in Co-| than pk
penhagen, N, Y., and immediately af-; addition

, tet his admission to the bar. in 1856 he! derful
came to DeWiitl. He had since lived| dances
, there, forty years. He was captain of] rich, wif
Co. D, 26:h Jowa Voluateer Infantry.{ ror effe
and was wounded at Arkagsas Poel.} mous. |
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Wiit, sirvive him.  The funeral sesvi-{ a wond(
ces will probably be held under the! Fire Re
auspices of the fraternal societics. of ! shop,” ¢!
which deceased was a member. 1 “sircet
A rumber of gentlemen will attend ! scene™*
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will e Hon. George T. Baker and it ist Jones,™
probadle that Hon. Christ Marii will! those «
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!g; ment. As planned, it will be 264 miles | he &
eric | shorter than any other trans-con- !
jen- | tinental line. MecLezn claims to be ~
backed by $32.000,000 of English. ‘_ ‘I_
capital and says the work will be %
atly | vushed through. i :_l‘t L
idly —— - Shar
she MONEY WAS TOO TIGHT. brot
that e - i calil
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any Tovi ' H
Receives's Hands nose

O8€ | Srorx Crty. Dec. 31.—On application -
1IE0L] o W, T, Honsinger. vice-presidentand ; oide
Dﬂ:: a large shareholder in the Farmers' | .
- Trust Company. of Sioux City. G. H. 1y 4
Holiister has beer appointed receiver ! .
selis for the institution. Tighiness of the e
rity | oney market made it ﬁmpossib]e for l
2y, the company to meet its debentures. i
ods, Receiver Hollister estimates assets ofj D
own | $238,009 and liabilities $135.000. ! ex-§
BVer Captain *Werreil Dead- t e
med | Cppxrox. Jan. 1.— Captain N. A | ‘éliz
XxXer

de- | Aferrell died at his home in DeWitt, , 13
OUL~ | this connty. at @ o'elock. Hehad been | ¥

rfe: ill some time of stomach trouble. He §‘The
was long ideptified with the histery of |
the state. and wuas a member of an! X
E of early legisiature. as well as of tl}e ., Sob ;
the | Present osze. He was prominent in 1 Can
the | ¢ivic and military affairs, and leaves a ., per
low- | wife and two childven. ( the
for Two Men Held for Murder. ;a,m
8SL [ Oprranwa. Dee. 31.—The preliminary : Eae
Ne¥ | trial of W. M. Franklin. Butler Hazlet i
Al | and Burt Haziet. charged with the { Yy

DS~ | murder of Joe Wright, at Hiekorr. ! an

fi:tés r_esulted in the binding over of En.mk_ ! and
abess lin and B-utler Haziet and the acquittal ; and
" | of Burt Hazlet. There was a row in | ljal
front of Hiekory ehurch and Wright | ass
WAY | «as killed with a stone :
his i
e of DetTaleation in (ireene Counnty. 17

RERL | JEFFERSON. Dee 31L.—T1he board of py,
* 28| supervisors of Greene county find the g,
met | ounty clerk to be 3700 short in his. g,
The | seeounts. Tt scems the board haew of | -
HOIL | thisa year ago. when he was short 4
ial. some £1.200. but theyv rave him te the af;-
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cules Robinson forwards a dispuateh
from the British agent at Pretoria
stating that Jameson’s force has sur-
rendored. Colonial Secretary Cham-
barlain in reply cabled to Robinson
bhis  regret that Jomeson’s dis-
obedience has led to this deplorable
loss of life aud to do his best to se-
cure generous treatment of prisonera
and care of the wounded and tele-
graph the names of the killed and
woundad.

RESRERPSp Si—
A Job for & Demoerat.

Des Mowxgs, Jan, 3.—Capt. N, A.
Merrell of DeWitt hus tendered kis
resignation to Governor Juackson as
trusteae of the soldiers’ home at Mar-
shalltown. Caplain  Merrell is a
member elect of the house of the
coming general assembly. The law
provides « member of the board of
trustees cannot sit inn the general as-
sombly, The resignation was sent
the governor sgeveral days ago, but
s been kept quiet becsuse the gov-
ernor did not. want, to boe aznnoyved
with applications for the place. The
position is one of the most important
at the disposel of the chief exeecntive.
There are six members of the board
of trustees, ull of whonm are appointed
for six years, by the goveruor, with
the approval of the senate. No more
than {four can belong to the
same political par{y and no two can
beiong to the same congressional dis-

trict.  Captain Merrell is a Demo-
erat.  He was appointed by Governor
Boies. Histerm of office would ex-

pire May 1, of this yesr. The ap-
pointment will consequently be made
for four wmouths only. The commis-
sioners or trustees have the power of
appointing the commsndant of the
honme and electing a secretary and
treasurer. They draw a per diem for
orch day actually employed in work
for the homé, and 10 cents mileage
for ell trips made in its behall. 1n
all probability Governor Jackeon will
appoint ‘&  Demoecrat to fill the
vacancy. Captain Merrell being a
Demoerst it is but natural a mewber
of the same political party will re-
ceive it. He must he an ex-union
soldier, and possibly may be taken
from the Second congressional dis-
trict, the one in which Captain Mer-
rell resides.

Further Noews of Jameson.

from Cape Town state that Dr.
Jameson lost absolutely thirty men
in & battle which ldasted from three
o’cloek in the afternoon nntil eleven
o'clock at night. Dr. Jameson™ led
the three principal attacks -in which
his men distinguished themselves by
great gallantry. The alternoon pa-
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nitting Gov, Drakehasissued a proclamation ing
ype of for a special election to be held in | Bu
Clinton county on Jan. 18, for the pur- C
decree | pose of electing a snccessor to the late | Sal
18 Ger- | Nathaniel A. Merrell, who until his re- | P&
and it [ cent denth represented the Forty-fifth | *©
DeWS- | representative disbrict of Iowa in the dei
go far 1 bl ot de!
. general assembly. 5
T:ig:;; Hon. Nathaniel A. Merrell, whe twas i
i5 tha the senior member of the Iowa house the
Ie de- | of representativés, died at his home in | dit
rarbar- | De Witt on the imorning of Dec. 31, ]
seduc- | 1896, of heart disease. He had served ! pa
yving a ! three terms in the lower house, in the | tht
by put- | Fourteenth, Twenty-first and Twenty- | #2
eart, iS | sivth penersl assemblies aud in the
hot.mor senate two terms. He was captain in
;21:;22 the Twenty-sixth regiment, Iowa in- |f¢
fantry, and. was severely wounded at B11
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enterprises for general good, and was for many years
a director in the State Agricultural Society, a curator
in the State Historical Socicty, and was its corre-
sponding secretary and editor of its “Annals” for a
few years. He was the first, and several years later

. again elected, president of the State Teachers’ Asso-

ciation, and for twenty-five years superintendent of
sabbath schools, twelve of which in Jowa City; was
for a number of years president of the school board

. of Muscatine City, and later of Iowa City, and super-

intendent of schools in Johnson county, Iowa.

He was raised in the old Jefferson-Jackson school
of politics, casting his first vote in Iowa in 1838, and
ever since has been an able and earnest advocate of
its principles. :

He became a Mason in March, 1838, and has held
the chief offices in all the state hodies subordinate
and grand. He has held the position of grand sec-
retary of the grand lodge from the organization of
this body, January 1844, save in 1852, when he was
grand master, until the present time. In 1859 he
was elected active sovereign grand inspector general
of the A. and A. rite for Iowa; holds, and has held
for a number of years, the office of grand repre-
sentative of the supreme council of England and
Wales, and in 1871 was elected grand recorder of
the Grand Encampment of Knights Templar of the
United States, and still (1876) holds that office by a
succession of reélections.

"He has traveled extensively over the States and
Canadas, partially for pleasure, but mostly on scien-

tific and Masonic business, and has attended all the
great gatherings of Masonic national bodies since
1855. In religious views, he is a Presbyterian “of
the old school of the prophets,” being brought up
as such from youth. _

He was married on the 7th of May, 1843, to Miss
Agnes McCully, of Muscatine, Iowa. She is of
Scoteh descent, and a native of Pennsylvania.  They
have six children, all living; the eldest and young-
est are daughters, and four sons.

Mr. Parvin’s works are numerous, to enumerate
a list of the titles of which, literary, scientific and
Masonic, would far exceed our space. His lectures
and writings have been quoted in the journals and
works of this country, as well as in Europe, and
have thus brought his name prominently to the no-
tice of the world. Sufficient has been said to show
that he occupies a very distinguished position; that
his life has been spent in a career of usefulness, and
that knowledge and honor have been more highly
valued by him than gain; and his life presents a
wonderful example of how much may be done by
one man. '

He is very popular among his fraternity, and is a
hard worker. Whatever he undertakes, he throws
into it his whole energy. As an ardent student he
has climbed the hill of knowledge, has been a suc-
cessful teacher, is eminent as a writer, and has done
much in the interest of his order. - He ranks high
as a promoter of every good work, and has made a
record which might satisfy any ordinary ambition.

"HON. NATHANIEL A. MERRELL,

DIz

ATHANIEL ANSON MERRELIL, twenty-

one years a resident of De Witt, lowa, and

a leading attorney at this place, is a native of Lewis
county, New York, and was horn in the village
of Copenhagen, on the 26th of June, 1829. His
parents, Seth and Mabel Sanford Merrell, were from
Connecticut. His paternal grandfather was in the
first war with England, and his father in the second.
When sixteen years of age Nathaniel began to
divide his time between farm and literary work,
attending some academy and teaching about half the
time until twenty-two. At that age he commenced
reading law with an elder brother, Iliada S., then

L e -

wrri7.,

residing at Copenhagen, now a resident of Lowville,
and judge of Lewis county. He was admitted to
the bar at Watertown, Jefferson county, in July,
1855, and the next spring came to De Witt, here
building up a good reputation’as an attorney, his
professional career being one of marked success.
He is a fluent speaker, quite persuasive withal, and
in any reasonably just cause carries the jury with
him. )

Mr. Merrell went into the army in the autumn of
1862, as captain of company D, 26th Iowa Infantry,
and was wounded severely at the battle of Arkansas
Post, on the r1th of January, 1863. )

T
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He was mayor of De Witt two years; was a mem-
ber of theé lower house of the general assembly
during the fourteenth session, and of .the senate
during the fifteenth and sixteenth sessions. In the
upper house he was chairman of the committee on
public lands, and was on the committees on consti-
tutional amendments, judiciary and agricultural col-
lege: In 1877 he was reélected to the senate for
the further term of four years, in all ten years.

Mr. Merrell has been a life-long democrat, but
does not “give up to party what was meant for man-
kind"’; would not sacrifice his country for any polit-
ical body. He was an ardent supporter of the

THE UNITED STATES BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARTY.

national administration in its efforts to suppress the
rebellion. )

He was married at Lowville, New York, on the
17th of July, 1855, to Mrs. Mary A. Moman Merrell,
then late of Richmond, Kentucky, and widow of his
brother.
lost two.

Mr. Merrell 'has gray eyes, a ruddy complexion,

stands perfectly erect, is six feet in®height, and

They have three children living, and have .

weighs two hundred and fifty pounds. His physiqué

is impressive, his bearing commanding, his address
cordial, his manners are easy and pleasant, and his
conversational gifts excellent.

HON. WILLIAM W. WILLIAMSON,

DES MOINES.

ILI.IAM WARWICK WILLIAMSON, a

native of Franklin, Kentucky, was born on
the 6th of September, 1821, the son of Tucker
Woodson Williamson and Permelia #de Martin. His
paternal grandparents were Thomas and Elizabeth
(Reynolds) Williamson ; the former was a Methodist
minister and one of the pioneers of Kentucky. His
maternal grandfather, John Martin, was a Kentucky
farmer.

In 1828, when William was eight years old, his
mother died, and he lived with his grandmother
Williamson until 1834, when his father married his
second wife, Miss Caroline Depue, and removed to
Orleans, Indiana, and engaged in the mercantile
trade. DPrior to this time William had attended
school at various places, but .upon removing to In-
diana entered his father's store, where he was en-
gaged for two years, He afterward spent three
years on a farm in Orange county, and in 1840 en-
tered Asbury University at Greencastle, Indiana.

He continued his studies for three years, and in
the spring of 1843 taught a school for three months.
Going thence to Lawrence county, he there had
charge of a seminary for more than a year, and at the
expiration of that time entered the office of George
(;. Dunn, Esq., for the purpose of completing his
law studies which he had previously begun.

Being admitted to the bar in 1846, he began the
practice of his profession at Bedford, Indiana, and
continued it with good success until the spring of
1848, when he removed to Fairfield, Iowa. He had
infended to settle at Monroe City, the capital, hav-

ing been located there, hut the legislature of that
year set aside the action locating the capital there,
and Mr. Williamson spent eighteen months at the
above-named place. Believing that the capital
would eventually be located at Fort Des Moines,
he removed thither in September, 1849, and estab-
lished himself in the practice of his profession.

He soon made for himself a fine reputation, and
in 1851 was elected prosecuting attorney of Polk
county for a term of two years. In 1854 he was
elected on the whig ticket judge of the fifth judicial
district, which comprised all of western Towa. After
his election had been reported, and his certificate
issued by the secretary of state, the election was
contested, the contesting board consisting of two
democrats and one whig. Poll books were admit-
ted in a questionable, if not fraudulent, manner, and
the result was that his election was set aside.

He continued his profession with marked success
until 1860, when, by reason of his wife’s ill health,
he removed his family to San Antonio, Texas. In
July, 1861, on account of the civil war which had
already opened, he returned to Des Moines and
continued his practice ‘until the fall of 1865, when
he again went to San Antonio. Such, however, was
the state of society, that he returned to Des Moines
in the following spring, and opened a law office, ad-
mitting into his business, as a partner, Mr. J. M. St.
John. By strict attention to business Mr. William-
son had accumiilated considerable property, and at
this time was in good circumstances. Contrary to

hi$ principles, he became surety for a friend who-
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES -

THOMAS LARGE, foner and <tockvaisers IO, De Witt : was b
in Ireland in 15200 1o married Elizabeth Rocers, a native of same r;nuntl‘};' he cq?m
to the United States about 1344 settled in Boston, Mass., aud engaged in7 the {)-ne
and shoe hasiness; he cam to De Wire in March, 1350, and envagéd in the boot d‘)odt
shoe mrade o he located on eichty aeres of the fivm which he now owns in 1860 Whi:-h
he had bought in 18550 he has now 430 acres 3 is engaged principally in stoé:k-r-:i*
ing.  Mpys. Large died in 1364 his preent wife was Miss Mawry Gorman, My, L~1(r:\
has cight children. four by cach warriage. : e

8. LU, femer, Rees I PO De Witk was born i New York in 1814.
He marrded, in 15335, Eunice Casscalso off New York: thev removed to Neott (‘o:
Tova, in 15305 setrled where they now live in I840. My Lum has a fipe farm of
220 acres, just without the Thits of De Wite,

REVY.T. McCORMEICE, Putor of St Simon’s Chaich, De Wit
MeCormick was horn fu the State oft New York iu 1550 i= of Trish parentaue -
was cdueared ar Niagara Falle: e weut 1o Dabwepne a1+ i 1875, he camuhr(;
Clinton Co. and took pustovd charee of the chweh wt Center Hrove: he came to
De Witt in the antamn of 1sTs, 0 Father MeCormick was the fonnder of S, Patrick’s
Temyperance Socicty. at Conter Grove, oreanized in 18765 it has connected with it a
tine Libyury. also the frair ot his lubors | this Society, aided by his faithful labor, has
done auuch to aid the ciuse of toperanee among the people. He is an earncst
thongeh quict warker in the temperance reform. and wuch oood s accomyplished
whoerever iz influence ix folt. He has oveanized a school in connection with his church
at De Wite, which is now in o Howishing condition: in this school e noyw employs

Pathier
1e
‘k %

i
i

three teachers it has an enrolhment of over one hundred pujpils.

JAMES McIKCAY, meaged in drillive wells, selling prunps and wind-mills,
De Wirt; born i 18320 came to De Witt in 1265 1 he sells the Barnes Pump, manu-
fictared at Maquoketa, lowa. also the Rocktord Pumyp, and s agent for the Wind-Mil)
Co.at Freeporr, I has followed his present oceupation for vleven vears.  His wife is
w native of Canada ; has nine childeen, two sons aud seven danghters,

ALANSON McLAUGHLEN, capeuter and fower; PO, De Witt
horn in Mercer Co., Penn., in 1530, Married, Juanuary, 18568, Nancy Bates, a native
of Crawford Co., Penn; horn in 1955, They came to De Wice in the spring of 1856,
where Mr. MeLaughlin worked at bis trade until Angust. 1362, when he enlisted in
Co. H, 26eh T,V L served till elese of wwar; was in all the battles in which his regi-
ment took part: was wounded at Avkansas Post. At the close of the war, he returned
to De Witt, and resumed his trade, which e continued till 1873, when he exchanged
his property in De Wite for the firm he now owns, Has siz children—Eugene F..
Laura b, Carrie J.. Wandy L., (lande wnd Maud ctwins,.  His pavents, Henry and
Laura McLaunchlin, came to 1o Witt in the spring of 1570, His father died in July,
1872 his mother resides with ber son.

JAMNEKES 8. MAYES, farmer. See. 14 PO, e Witt; was born in
Harrison Co., Obio, Sept. 21, 1225 he came to De Wite Township in the spring of
1860, He married, in 1365, Sarah Ann Barvetr. whose parents. Wi, and Ann Camp-
bell. eame to Clinton (o, in 1833,

NATIHANIEL A. MERRELE. attornev, De Witt; born in the village
of Copenhagen. Lewis (o, N Y. in 1820, His pareus. Seth and Mabel Sanford
Merrell, were from Conneeticut.  His paternal crandlither was a soldier of the Revo-
Lution ; his father was a soldier in the second war with Foelund,  From the time he
was 16 years of age until 22, lie divided his time between [arming. teaching and attend-
ing school ; he then began the study of law with au clder hrather. Eliada 8., who was
then residing at Copenhagen, now a resident of Lowville. and Judee of Lewis Co, he
was admitted to the har at Watertown, Jefferson Co.. July, 1550, and the next spring
came to De Witt and worked up a good reputation as an attorney; his professm‘nr»lI
career has been one of marked success: hie is a fluent speaker, and. in any reasonably
inst cause, carries the jury with lim. Mr. Merrell entered the army in the fall o
1862, as Captain of Co. D.. 20th I. V. L; he was severely wounded at the battle




DE WITT TOWNSHIP, .

sas Post, Jan. 11, 1863. ~He was Mayor of De Witt two years;
he Lower "House of the ‘General Assembly during its fourteenth s
iate during the fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth
a hfe—long Democrat, but does not « give up to party what wa
He was an earnest supporter of the administration in its.effi
bellion. He married at- Lowville, N. Y., July 17, 1855, Mzs.
, the widow of his brother; they have three ehxldren living;
ELVIN MOBTON, engaged in general “draying and e
fitt; born in Untario, Canada, in 1849; his parents, Lowell 'and ]
ed to Michigan about 1854 ; they came to De-Witt about 1858 ; hi

army during the rebelhon his mother, now ‘Mrs: Robmson, Te ides in Cedar -,

Mr. Morton has been engaged in hig present business in De"Witt for ‘twelve
He married Miss Dolly M. ¥. Familton, of De Witt; she was born in:Ohio ; 4
‘ents were early settlers of this county ; they have one son—Lowell W. ¢

MRS. ANN E. NEVILLE, widow of the late George W. Neville;
i in Sec. 21 ; Mrs. Neville was born in Berks C6., Penn., in 1810. She married,’
32, Mr. George Neville, who was born. in - Maryland, then & esident of * Phila:-
they came to De Witt Townshlp in the fall of 1837 ; has resided where she
e 1841 ; has had eight children, five living—Mrs. Rosaltha Cassey, William
is L., Winfield S. and Mrs. Elizabeth C. Smith ; Mrs. Isabella L. Browning
July 15 185%, leaving one daughter, now Mus. T, W Grear ; two of;hers, Atma.
harles, died in infancy. M. Nevﬂle died June 14, 1864.
EV. DAVID NIGOLL, Pastor of the United Presbytenan Chumh
t. Mr. Nicoll was born in the town of Andes, Delawate Co;, ‘in 18
red Jéfferson College, Pennsylvania, in 1861. .In August, 1862 he enliste
p'S Pennsylvama Battery; was wounded at Wahatchie Valley 0ct 28, 1863
that time till the close of the war, was employed in the Provost’ Marsbals office
w York City; was discharged May 19, 1865, In September, 1865; retur:
rgon College; Jan. 1, 1866, he entered Monmouth College, 111, grad
he graduated at the Theologmai Seminary, Monmouth, ) arch 1869
" the same year, was ordained, and installed Pasbor of t,he U. P,
Married, Jan. 16, 1870, Isabella F. Brown, a native of Bovina, :
Y.; has four chlldren——-Wm A., Thomas. B., Geo. D. and Mary. The U,P.
at De With was organized Sept. 8, 1855, with  sixteen members, Th ¢
ohn Barrett and l} i Bart;lett in June 18586, the Rey. R.-
the first Pastor; remained till Apnl,,1868 he was sugeceedé
in Jannary,’ 1870 Iu 1861, nine members of the Church enlisted
‘ Barrett, John Henderson, D. J. Cranston, J. A, Hyde, W. H. H
in F. Beard and ‘James V. Patterson, Of these, but one, D. J..
| the end of the war, and he lost a leg at the battle, -of Chattanoo,
_were killed i in.battle or died of dusease whi]e in -the serv ce

attorney at law,
Towa, in 185
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Recollections and Sketches -s8s
of Notable Lawyers and

Public Men of Early Iowa

Belonging to the First and Second
Generations, with Anecdotes and
Incidents Illustrative of the Times

By

EDWARD H. STILES

For many years a member of the Iowa Bar; member of its House
of Representatives, 1863-1864; member of its Senate, 1865-1866; Re-

*f its Decisions from the earliest Territorial period to the 56th lowa
Reports.

“In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which we cannot be
eprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory
and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated
before the mind, compensate, and more than compensate, for the alternate

pleasures and cares of active life.”—SIR ARCHIBALD ALLISON.

“Personal anecdotes, when characteristic, greatly enliven the pages of

a biography.”—SAMUEL SMILES.

[e—|
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RECOLLECTIONS AND SKETCHES

950

porations, and was frequently employed in cases involving their construction. For
many years he was the legal representative at Clinton of the Chicago & Northwestern

Railroad Company, and of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Com-

pany. He had a wide and lucrative practice.

He was a native of Ohio, born in 1827. In his veins he carried the blood of
the Revolution.  His grandfather, Silas Bailey, was an officer in the Colonial Army,
From the biblical names given, they must have been a religious people, for the Ma-
- jor’s first name, I am told, was Eli, his father’s Jacob, and his grandfather’s Silas.
Great pains were taken in the education of Major Bailey in his youth. He was
well tutored in the preparatory schools and graduated from Union College, Schenec-
tady, New York, in 1849. He studied law under James W. Nye, afterwards the
distinguished Governor of Nevada, and its United States Senator, was admitted to
the bar of New York, in 1855, came West the following year, settled at Dewitt,
Clinton County, Iowa, and entered upon the practice. Four years afterwards he
removed to Janesville, Wisconsin, engaging and continuing in the practice there un-
% *:] the outbreak of the Civil War, when he enlisted as a soldier in a Wisconsin
regiment, was commissioned Major, and afterwards Lieutenant Colonel. Though |
entitled to the latter rank, he was always perfectly content to be called Major Bailey. E

In 1860 he returned to Clinton County, settling at Clinton, where he remained, ‘ ‘
and died when but little past his prime, at the age of sixty-five, in 1892. '

He was a Republican in politics, and though not a partisan, frequently attended
the State Conventions of that party. The last time I had the pleasure of seeing him |
was at the State Convention which nominated Buren R. Sherman for Governor, in : ¢
1883. He was appointed by the President of the Convention, David B. Hender-
son, of Dubuque, as one of the committee to notify and escort Governor Sherman
to the stage or platform. I hope to again meet him in the Elysian Fields.

o

A A TS

—

Nathaniel A. Merrell was one of the early lawyers of Clinton County, and for
many years a prominent one in that part of the State. He was conspicuous, both
as a lawyer and a law maker, and left a deep impression upon the laws and juris-
prudence of the commonwealth. He was a prominent leader in the Democratic
Party, a man of force and high character. Despite the generally prevailing Re-
publican majority, he was frequently chosen to represent his constituency in the State :
Legislature. In the fall of 1871 he was elected to the House of the Fourteenth
General Assembly. In the fall of 1873 he was elected to the Senate and served |
in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth General Assemblies. In the fall of 1877 he was L
elected and served in the Senate of the Seventeenth and Eighteenth General Assem-
blies. At the close of his Senatorial service in the fall of 1883, he was elected to
the House and served in the Twentieth General Assembly. In the fall of 1895 he ]
was elected again to the House and served in the Twenty-Sixth General Assembly. )

Y XS
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For | Through this long experience he became conversant with the course of legislation.
restern | He took a prominent part and materially aided in the work of revising the Code of
Coms 1873. During his legislative service he was regarded as an acknowledged leader

and representative of his party, and he well deserved this confidence. Political

wod of considerations., hc')wever, did not inﬂue.nce whatevc?r his legislati\'/e work; he was far ‘
Array; above that; his views were statesman-like, broad, just and practical. ’;A‘;:'
s Ma- In the politics of the State at large, he was looked up to as a leader worthy of {:v
Silas, being followed. He had great influence in party councils, and had his party been “j,‘% i
e was | in the ascendency throughout the State, he would have received its highest public ;; !'
1enec- honors. He was well calculated to be a leader, for, in addition to his natural )
ds the sagacity, and practical wisdom, he had a commanding and inspiring personality. A
ted to ' He was robust, erect, tall, with an open face and fresh complexion, that carried a
lewitt, magnetic influence. His old friend, E. H. Thayer, editor of the Clinton Age, thus
ds he wrote of him on the occasion of his death:
e v~ No prominent man in Iowa politics was ever more popular with the masses.
ot He was one of those big-hearted men whom everybody loved and respected. To
his friends he was as true as the needle to the pole. A noble man, broad gauged
hough ) and great, he has gone to enjoy the reward which such men are promised in the
ailey. “book of books.”
sinedl As a lawyer, he exhibited the qualities of an able and successful one. He was
a forceful advocate, strong, persuasive and had great influence with a jury. As a
ded counselor, his advice might be confidentially relied upon.
_gnhiem He was born in Lewis County, New York, in 1829, reared on his father’s farm.
o, i subsequently taught school, studied law with his brother, Eliada S. Merrell, a
nder- prominent lawyer and judge of Lewis County, was admitted to the New York Bar
rman in 1855, and in the following spring came to Clinton County, settling at Dewitt, ‘
where he continued to reside until his death, He was of New England and Revelu- :
tionary stock. His parents were natives of Connecticut, who went frem that Stale
d for to New York. His paternal grandfather was a soldier in the Revo'utionary War,
.bo'th and his {ather, a soldier in the War of 1812.
]:::: At the legislative session of 1896, he was one of its most active and laborious k
Re- members, and it was thought that his great exertion in that body impaired his health, !L'!/
State which gave way and he died at the close of that year, at the age of sixty-seven.
seth The last time I saw him was while he was a member of the House in 1884. ;? ;
srved For much of the particular data embraced in this sketch, I am indebted to the
was notice in the “‘Clinton Age,” hereinbefore referred to.
isem- A. J. Lefingwell was a brother of the highly distinguished William Leffing-
ud to well, whose sketch will elsewhere be found. He was born at Sag Harbor, Long ;
5 he Island, in 1832, and when seven years of age, in 1839, came with his parents to ‘
wbly Muscatine County. He was educated in the public schools of that County, and in :

e lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa
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U.S. Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles - Ancestry.com Page 1 of 1

ancestry

You searched for Nathaniel A. Merrell in Iowa

Name: Nathaniel A Merrell

Residence: DeWitt, Iowa

Age at 33
enlistment:

Enlistment 8 Nov 1862
Date:

Rank at Captain
enlistment:

State Served: Iowa
Was Wounded?: Yes

Survived the Yes
War?:

Service Record: Commissioned an officer in Company D, Iowa
26th Infantry Regiment on 30 Sep 1862.
Mustered out on 18 Apr 1863.

Birth Date: abt 1829

Sources: Roster & Record of Iowa Soldiers in the War of
Rebellion

Source Information:

Historical Data Systems, comp.. U.S. Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles [database
on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2009.

Original data: Data compiled by Historical Data Systems of Kingston, MA from the
following list of works.

Copyright 1997-2009
Historical Data Systems, Inc.
PO Box 35

Duxbury, MA 02331,

Description:

This database is a compilation of military records (including state rosters, pension
records, and regimental histories) of individual soldiers who served in the United
States Civil War. Learn more...

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Gift Memberships
Ancestry.com
© 1997-2011 Ancestry.com Corporate Information Careers PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions

SO tip+)/Search.ancestry-com/cgi-bin/sse.dll Andive EdbZEiviwar histdatasysvesc&rank=y... - 8/ 113011 "



1870 United States Federal Census - Ancestry.com Page 1 of 1
19
Jancestry helenjwh1 Help
Home ' Family Trees ~ W DNA ~ | Collaborate v ( Learning Center * _ Publish Sﬁop-t-Gift Hire An Expert |
Name: Nathaniel Merrill
Age in 1870: 42
Birth Year: abt 1828
Birthplace: New York
Home in 1870: De Witt, Clinton, Iowa
Race: White
Gender: Male
Post Office: Camanche
Value of real View image
estate:
Household Name Age
Members:  nathaniel Merrill 42
Mary A Merrill 45
John Merrill 19
Addie Merrill 11
Emma Merrill 9
Stella Merrill 1
Maria Cahil 25
Source Citation: Year: 1870; Census Place: De
Witt, Clinton, Iowa; Roll: M593_384; Page: 215B; Image: 435; Family History Library
Film: 545883.
Source Information:
Ancestry.com. 1870 United States Federal Census [database on-
THE line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com QOperations, Inc., 2009.
1 Fami :
NATIONAL mages reproduced by FamilySearch
ARCHIVES
Original data:
+ 1870 U.S. census, population schedules. NARA microfilm publication M593, 1,761
rolls. Washington, D.C,: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.
* Minnesota census schedules for 1870. NARA microfilm publication T132, 13 rolls.
Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d.
Description:
This database is an index to individuals enumerated in the 1870 United States
Federal Census, the Ninth Census of the United States. Census takers recorded many
details including each person's name, age at last birthday, sex, color; birthplace,
occupation, and more. No relationships were shown between members of a
household. Additionally, the names of those fisted on the population schedule are
linked to actual images of the 1870 Federal Census. Learn more...
Contact Us | Ancestry.com Blog | Affiliates | Gift Memberships | Careers Visit our other sites: | United States [L

© 1997-2012 Ancestry.com | Corporate Information | ¥ Privacy | ¥* Terms and Conditions

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dl1?did=17&pidlist=2204-50700 1084-5354792 22... 5/18/2012



Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 -

ancestry

You searched for N. A. Merrell in Iowa

Ancestry.com

Name: N A Merrell
Birth Year: abt 1829
Birth Place: New York
Gender: Male
Race: White
Marital Status: Married
Census Date: 1885
Residence state: Iowa
Residence Clinton
County:
Locality: De Witt
Roll: IA1885_169
Line: 1
Family Number: 240

Page 1 of 1

Neighbors: View others on page

Household Name Age

Members: N A Merrell 56
Mary Menell 59
Addie F Menell 25
Emma F Menell 23
Estella L Menell 15

Source Information:

Ancestry.com. Jowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 [database on-line]. Provo,
UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2007.

Original data: Microfilm of Iowa State Censuses, 1856, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915,
1925 as well various special censuses from 1836-1897 obtained from the State
Historical Society of lowa via Heritage Quest.

Description:

This database contains Iowa state censuses for the following years: 1856, 1885,
1895, 1905, 1915, and 1925. It also includes some head of household censuses and
other special censuses from 1836-1897. Information available for an individual will
vary according to the census year and the information requested on the census form.
Some of the information contained in this database though includes: name, age,
gender, race, birthplace, marital status, and place of enumeration. Learn more...

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Gift Memberships

Ancestry.com

£ 1997-2011 Ancestry.com Corporate Information Careers PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions

SOt 7/Search.ancestry-com) cgi- biny sse-dll Andivt AT RSE R CEnYa s SR ARk E Y SR o™ 8721730 "=



IGI Individual Record Page 1 of 1

|G| IndiVidual Record FamilySearch™ International Genealogical Index v5.0
North America
Nathaniel A. Merrill Pedigree
Male
Event(s):
Birth: 26 JUN 1829 Jefferson, Schoharie, New York
Christening:
Death: 31 DEC 1896
Burial:
Parents:
Father: Seth Merrill Family

Mother: Mabel Sanford

Messages:
Record submitted by a member of the LDS Church. The record often shows the name of the individual and
his or her relationship to a descendant, shown as the heir, family representative, or relative. The original
records are not indexed, and you may have to look at the film frame-by-frame to find the information you
want. A family group record for this couple may be in the Family Group Record Collection; Archive Section.
(See the Family History Library Catalog for the film number.) These records are alphabetical by name of the
father or husband. :

Source Information:
Film Number: 537751
Page Number:
Reference number:

An official Web site of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints
© 2008 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Societ& of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.

http://www.familysearch.org/eng/search/IGl/individual record.asp?recid=700109953407&...  5/18/2012





