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ci?::~Jl. ···· ·············· ······ --······ ········ ·····-·······-··· ····· ················-······ ··········· 

DE.-\H :;.:lR: 

It has been th e custotu of each H<Jusc, at the commencemen t of every st:::;sion of the 

Gcaer;\l A 'l:>~m 'Jly, to C;\U ~ e to l.J a prepue u and pu!Jli ;;hr::l , a talJle , showing certain :>tatistlcs in conn ec

tion wi th tlw nam e.~ of the membe rs thereof. This h wmally clone in muc·lt haste, hence is frequently 

incurred ; e':'pcchll ly in the orlhogmphy of names. In order to pr ·\·cnt error.,; {t[ thi s kind, :and to 

luwe the tulJ!c in print at the commencement of lhcses:;ion, I transmit you thist:ircular, wi.th a l'C'<llH'St 

that you will fill up th e blunks found below, and r c·turn to this office as soon as pmeticnl. Y ou will 

}>l ea:,;~ give th e fi r:-t nmne in full ,-aml write plainly. 

~Ytwu· ... kd..&L/~~-:.U ... a., ... &..~~6. ........... ........ ... .. 
P. 0. Addre.<.~ .... .... .. ~---~- ..... . .. .. ............... .. . ........ .. ..... ... .... . 

Counfy ............. . :: . ::.~·~ ..... .. .. ... . ... . .. ... . .... .. .. .... ......... . .. ....... . .. 

Occupafion ........ . .... ,~.7-_-~ ... ................ .. ....... .. ... .. .. ..... .. ... ... ... . 
J.\l.~licify ....... /.~f~ .... .... ................. ..... .... ............... ........ .. .. 

'v .Harried or Single .............. /Z.~f~~ ........ .... .......... .. .... ... ... ...................... . 
Religion ....... ......... . .. ........... ..... .. ... ......... .. .. ... ... .... ...... .. ..... ....... .. .... ..... .... ... ... ........... .. 

,I<, ' 

1'1 
• h C' • • [ . if k L?.d //1 7 ~ 0.-' l L/""',..-._.._ / • ./._-?'"~. ---.._ 
m l e JJ t'rt'lce ,· re~a::t;~(;.::~k"::: ... .... . .k:..l.cr ....... : .... ... ...... ... ~--yr ~ 

J~ew·s in Iowa ...... .. r, ... :.7.-.l('c.'f....L~...................................... .. ... . ... .. . .. ... ..... (_ ____ .) 

Age ........ ~~ . ... . :.?.:i-.d. .. ..................... ..... ...... ...... .... ... .......... ... .. 
. -7~ --"" 

Heigld .... . k.:::. ~ <?.. ..................... ....... .................. ... ............. ........................... _ 

I seJHl herewith a copy of the rule:; of !n';t Sc~;;ion of the Gr-neral A,;;-'enl ' lly, in whkh you will :>ee 

the table nho \'C' r eferred t o. 
Y our:-> tmly, 

ED \YHIGHT, 
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j {~·remony last e~·en.i ng for John Flet- ! store on 
! (·her HQbvs. th~ oumalee or king of th-e 1 da:r .and 
l c~nniv:ll islands or llhka. or the Hebri-~ ~ritlkm. 
I tles group. and .:ms-o:; Ella. C.ollin. daugh- ~t, so he 

TS I 
tt>r of a ~cw York laior. Hobhs, who In payn 
il'> an Ame!'ican. "-"aS ~>h.ip••ltrecked orr I broth~r. 
the oonst of the Illika isl~n<ls in 1890.1 h!"d the 

i r.ncl the natlt"es ma<le him king. Hel $:>. He_ 
: hll$ !!O.OOQ subject$. ' other 1'i 

, Good ' ! oockeL 

UENT I CAPT. ~- A. ).1ERRILL DEAD. ?oln 'lrn: 
: ___ 1 tt was a 

\Yhite j Clintcm County Loa.,. Its ~.nior ReJ>re-1 ~0~-n B~ 
1 

sentatiw. j $.S bill 1 

l 
News reached !.he city last n.ight of! the two 

) YOUr the death of Cept. Natbanlel A. MerrUJ,) 
' one of the ohlesl a.ttomeys or Clinton: ) 

1 county and a. member or the Twenty~! Amus. 

1 sixth general assembh·. from stomaenl out for ·ea ' tronllles. He has been a aufft~rer for; thlog n• m I sotne time and or la.t.e has been mere C<i r~qutre<l 
' l Jess confin~-d to his home at DeWit't.l nlneteet 

1 ; day morning. as in sci 
! Hi::>. d~th occtirml at tt oelock :rest~r-~ vanoem~ 

• Capt. :Merrell v:as kno>nt to e\'ery- agu W1 
' bQdy in Clinton wunty aml his name 1 tir~b- D.El 

---- is in~frruJ.telr C"Qnneeted with that or, season 1 

'--¥:-iiW- the state. H~> ""aS born in 1S2£1 in Co- 1 than plt 
'-: ~ JX>nbage-n. ~- Y .. and immed!~ely af-1 addition , * ttt his admission to tbe ba:r. in. 1Sl>6 he I der!ul 
~ · c:une to DeWitL He had sin<:e lh·ed j dane~ 1 

~ , there, fon:r ~-ear-s. He was captain off ri<:h. wil 
It ~ C'o. D. 4Gth Iowa Yolunteer Infantry.! ror eff~ 
~ . and "-"3-S wound~ at Arkansas P~.,· mous. J 

- ~ ' 1-Je l'l'as mayor oi De\ntt uro :rears. m01>t na 
·• • 1 a.nd a member or lhe b<>U!tl of repte$ell- i dances I 

: tative.s in t~ state in its Uth Ste3Sion.: Kelly. t1l 
~ : and ot tb~ state senate the l:;th. l!;tb J motlQIOJ:! 
~ 17th ancl lSth s-essions. He bad al1'."ays Fadden, 
-~ lw-en a Democrat. 1 importe< * . He was a. leading figure in the m-=et- i and Qth~ 
~ ' ings of th~ <*' &-ttle-n; or the ooun.ty. ~ si$t ln ll 
~ .:\o man ~m bt> ruor~ k~uly tni~ l the best 
~ ' than );a~hanid .\~ M~~n. 1 all is th~ 
~ · His 'f.if~ and tw-o <.hildren. :\tr«. ~ill est imJ>l 

,. ·-' ~- ~' l ;('<) and :Miss Etnma :\lerrclL of £k!,- j wrueh p1 
~ \\"itt. sun-h·e him. Tht> funeral ~i-1 a .u-om.l< 
~ <X'-' "-'ill prolrabl~· be held ~lndcr the; 'Fire R~ 
-.; ;JusNC(:S of the fr:nt"maJ E-Ocietict:. of; sbop;· " ! 
~ whicb <I~Cil -w-as <t IDI;'ID.ber-. l ··~tte(>t 
• :\ numl.J<.r of !!~lltkmul wm attend : l;t('.('ne:· • 
:a;> 1h<> f"n('ral from thi~ eity anl<Jn~ tb~ famous· 
~ wm L>e Hon. G(.'('tfl:l.' T . Baker anol it i!': 1 .Jon~:· 
~ N'Ol!al•l<' that. Hon. C'brist ~t.uti ~m 1 tho~ (' 
~ .-fifo ~h~d though he bas not l>f'PD John G. 
~ hr-anl fn•m. Ja~. J. 

::. • .. 
~ 
~ --

.\ T THl-: Y. )1. C'. A. TC 
f'rl'Qr~~ 

Ot'<"n H(>1lS(' t~ the l1~mbers ~ Th~ir ~1:l't3y 
G<"ntlt-m~n Fri<:'nd."' , cro..~ing 

Th.- Y. M. c .\. it~l't ~ven bou!i>l' tbi~= ~!~~f 
;aft(·rn<WJn to t"<'('{·h~ tht' ~m~g anll .~~n; __ 
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pa- enterprises In l~U3 1o~c:eu !LS auauuvu- 1 ----

ma! meut. A~ planned, it ,sill be :::04 miles ! he rl 
eric shorter thun an~· other trans-con- l 
1en- tinental line. ~l<!Le:!n claims to be i 

backed by ~3~_ooo,Uut.l of English ~ SJ 
c--ap_ ital and sa_vs the work ·will be ! G-ye; 

! at l." atly rushed through. ' 
-,· Shm 

idly 
MONEY WAS TOO TlGHT. '1 brot she 

that · --- ·- ; calil 
Parn1ers' Trut<t ('orup~ny. of Sioux City. In l! e_"Ve 

any 
Reeeh·e.:-'s Bands. · nose 

one Swt::x: CITY, D~c.. 3L-On application l and 
1ght n -the o! n~. T. Honsing-er. vice-president and ; olde 

a large shareholder in the Farmers· I, ~nd 
~ a; ... 

Trust C .. nnp:my. of ~ionx City. G. IL l hold 
Holiister has been appointed rccei\f:r : s 

... 1 am1 
whc for the institution. Tightness of the .

1

. look 
rity money m:l.rket 1.na:de it impossible for 
ltlY, the company to meet its debentures. l 
,ods, Recei>er Hollister estimates <>ssets of i D' 
own s::3s,ooo and liabilities Sl3:;.ooo. : e:s:-13 

~ IDO!l ever 
fned 
de-

Captain Merrell Dead. 

C.._ J . , . j Jud 
,LIXTOX. an. I.-Captain -~- A .. 

• fixe• 
~ferrell died at his home in De ·witt. , 

out- this count>. at 9 o'clock. He had been : ye=t; 
few i!l sume time of swmach b·ou ble. He :·The 

' a was long ideot'fied with the hi-.tor5" of j 
the state .. and was a member of an : ::\ 

f of early legislature. as well as_ of tl:e , !':lul l 
the present one. He was promment lU ; c~n 

the ciTic and military aff.tin .. and lea>es a: her. 

low-~ wife and tv.o ehilc1ren. ; the 
f ' arn , or T~o !lien Held t'or :uurder. : .. 

.as<-, I Orrr~.rw .s.. Dec. 3L-The preliminar"V ' tne 
~ - l 
• ev; trial of \Y. }L FrankEn. Butler Ha;o;let 1 
At- and Burt Hazlet. charged with the j ~~ 

ans- murder of .Toe \Y rig-In, at E icko1·.:. : an , 
.d is resulted in the bind1n!! o>er of Fnmk- ; and 
imes ~ · 

lin and Entler Haz1et and thE' a cquittal ,• :1nd ates. 
of Burt Hazlet. There was a row in . lia 1 
frout of Bic1wry cburcb and \Yri¥ht i a~s• 

·way ~as ~iiled ,,]tll a sto!H~-
his 

!e of 
nenr 
~ a.D 

met 
ThE 

Lion, 
:iaL" 

De:l'alc.at;on 1n {;rE:en~' County. 'J 
JEFFEUSQ::\. ih-c 31.-The board of Pa1 

'5U['en·isor.s of Greene county nnd the inc· 
-~unty cler1..: to be- ~;oo short m h~~ . tint 
account:;. It :::.o.:em" the 1Joanl J,n<:!...: of . ,, h 
thi<> a :_\car ago. wbcn he n·o.-. :,ho>t tin:J 
.some SL:!OO. bnt t1H:Y <; .. !Xt: J)::n to the aft· 
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e deficiency 1 cul~s -~~~-bi;;HO-t~'l'o-nvarcl~ a d isplltch 
imnry cauee I from the British ageut at Pretoria. 
1ited Stutes ststiug that .Tamesou's force ho.s sur· 
ly is either reudored. Colonial Sa~retary Chum
~x pew:il)R or bt~rlain ju reply en bled to Hobin son 
lid perhaps his revret that ,J umoson'a dis
ed that dur- obedien~n has led to tllis deplorublo 
:u, \Vhen he loss of life '\Ud to do his be~t to se
.he curreney elin3 generous treatment o[ prisouera 
o seuatB bo· aod care of the wounded rind telo· 
reased from graph the uames of llw killed and 
st. of April , wouncled. 
tho first or - -··· ·----·----- -· -

LlllH into the A .Job r.~r a Uc,mc,.:rat. 

~osL iu CX· DE:i l\101:'\ES, Jau. n.-CapL N. A. 
~s notes or Merrd1 of Do Witt hus tendered his 
other rem- resiguution to Governor ;Juckson as 

ere fer onr trustf.'e of the soldiers' home at M nr
•t to borrow Hllulltown. Capluin Merrell is n 

po::.si ble to member elect. of the bouse or the 
wes tllld to <~c,miug geueral assembly. The law 
re for futurP. provides fl. mem~er. of the board of 
od for those trusleei-i caonoi a1t Ill the general as
support the somb1y. The resignation was sent 
nucb I llll:!.\" tlw governor se-veml dnys ago, but. 
>Ol1 cv." H~~ lws beNJ lwpt quiet because tbe gov-

tbe- so.1e or ornor did uot. want to be r.nnoyed 
, resmnpliou with appiications for the place. Tbc 
7 caused lw poRitiou is oue of the most import.a.ut. 
7ilsou lu;~. at the di:-;posul of the chiof exec!!Uve. 
the admini· Tlww are six member~ of the board 

t doing so. of trustees, ull o( whom are appointed 
~e2, once ro· for six \' ears, bv the goveruor, wit.b 

J • N rei-.;;Eme.d for th~~ approval of the senate. o more 
sues Rhould than four can belong to the 
~oin was de<· same political pady sud no two <:!an 

With t.hi:3 bBlong to the snmeo congressional dis
of curwney tr ie!:.. Captain 1\[errell is a Demo
:w;lnd, U.Jat, .:·.mt.. lit.~ wn.g appointed by Goreruor 
•05iled io l'X.- Boies. H1s term of office would ex.
) ieut United pire MBy 1, oi tbis yeo.r. The ap· 

pointrnent. \\:ill consegueotly be made 
Iu!lcut e,l nc~<~- for four tnouths ouly. The commis

sbon!d bo 
r monies of 
he Paid out 
nited SLates 
in rew~uue 
sue uf bonds 
.ebtedness of 
~ )ow rate of 
readilv taken 
ohe n-alional 
.od post offi
.OJ :said, " A~ 
eludes gold 
Jsit.ion on the 
their Uuited 
thus aiding

eserve. · Tbi-, 

Biouers or trustees h!l-ve the power of 
appointing. tho corniilandant of tbt.:> 
boow and electing a secretary and 
treasurer. They draw a per ciiem for 
en.ch day actually employed in work 
for the horne, nod lO coots mileage 
for &11 tripR ruado iu its behalf. lo 
all probri_bility Go>ernor Jackwn will 
appo:nt ·a Democrat to fill the 
YU.CfHWy. C'eptniu .Merrell being a 
D emocrnt it is but natural a ti1ember 
of the same political pa.!l.y will re
ceive it. He mu!lt be an ex-unio~ 
~n!dier, and possibly · may be taken 
fro:n the Secoud eongressioual dis
trict, the one in which Captain 1\ler
mll resides. 

--------~----------

wrock. Both lc 
timbers and s l 
cled his neck, \' 
iug into his iles 
cued SteinrueyE 
a hundred wol 
rua.uy places 
Manager Moore 
company, stuli 
was missing an 
be in the wrecl; 

·wrec: 

Flames agai[ 
rl~cided to ab( 
until tl.Je wred 
W!lter. The h 
then transfern 
Excelsior Irou 
hu.ve beeu ut 
nfter 20 miuut 
bodies horribly 
They were ic 
Cbemelir and 
firemen seard 
ground fvr the 
ing men, but w 
more. T'be rn 
ma.y still be in 
escaped aud ru: 
saf~t.y. For tb 
pensa.ry pby 
busy att.endi 
jured victims a 
by the ambulm 

'Hurl 

E. 0. Whit! 
gang of men i 
eompany was c 
buildi.)g u.t tl 
smoke .across t : 
the danger, c:1 
they all . at terti 
rear stairway. 
reach it t.he e) 
lock was burl 
debris, i.lnd dit: 
uess until dra1 
men. He· sus 
and was sent · 
Albert Schneit: 

y a. provision 
at the bank 
1ey shall be 
reaslirv notes 
1 · fund is a 
; of t.be peo
)ther purpose 
on . o[ public 

Whitlock's, pn 
iug sight,; Ev 
wa!:l burned; l: 
almost to a c1 
fataL · Michae· 
acros3 · tb'e all 
building at thE 
!md was lmocl; 
timber fell ac1·1 
rightleg andi 

Fnrt.her Ne,.·!i · or JllJneAon. Frank Hagur, 
Lo::-:no~, Jan. :i.-Further advices Green,~:E'red I 

from Cape Town Atate that :p.r. G. Dorrelt,_Rc 
.Jameson lost absolutely thirty m:m C0w lesha, R. 
in n battle which lristed from three Corcoran, Erw 
o'clock in the afternoon nntil eJevon Brnndewei'de 
o'clock 'at night. Dr. Jameson· led jur~d . . The de 
the three principal attacks ·iri w_hich CilE:MEr.In,J< 
biH men distinguished themselves by Iron & Wire~ 
great gallantry. The afternoon pa- · Nu:rr,u:s, Fn 
perFl comment on the German emper~ Blythe Manuf 
ors' mesnu~e to President Kru!ler as H .H~P"'~~ - .· .. T 

orrcncy. 

he sv·stems of 
_: .. :J- ·-- -· -- -
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- -,J .... ... "'J 

; to the 
direct
;ion of 
>inting
~rance, 

t those 
of the 

From 
: ques
astrian 
1ilitary 
•ecially 
rovern
tO!l on 
aitting 
ype of 

decree 
1e Ger· 
!lnd i t 
news

go far 
univer
iticises 
in the 

Ie de
taroar
:seduc· 
ying & 

by put
eart, is 
honor 

lCWith 
lement 

disco~·

serum 
•· This 
load ot 
~:eated 
.. The 
oes not 
·ba.nce. 
' York 
:ira in
lg&inst 
b eele~, 

h.e ll\ti! 
lf that 
·unded. 
such a 
tg pro· 
> wife. 
stated, 
3: wife,s 
s only 

never 

ment w i ll not a:ffed the solvency of 
these companies. The liabilities a.re 
SS5,00C and he places his assets o.t Sl5!i, · 
000. He is o.lso an indorser on his 
son 's note for SlO.OOO. 

New York, Jo.n. 9.-The Stewart 
Ceramic compa.u.v , manufacturers of 
wash tubs, basins and cen.mic ware , 
assil!'ned today. Capital stock ol the 
company is $200,000. 

A SPECIAL t::LECTION. 

Oo"Yernor Calh Ooo to Elecl a Succ:::t!aMo:r to 
the Late !i. A..JI(err.,n. 

Gov. Dnke has issued a procla.ma tion 
!or 11. ~pecial election to be held in 
Clinton county on Jim. 18, for the pur
pose o! electing a successor to ~he late 
Nathaniel A. Merrell, who until his re
cent denth repr~:!sented the Forty-filth 
representati..-c dls~rict of Iow<~. in the 
general asse mbly . 

Han. Nathaniel A . Merrell , wh<l was 
tbe senior member of the Iowa. house 
of representatives, died a.t his home in 
De WHt on the morning ef Dec. :ll , 
1896 , of heart disease. He ho.d served 
three t e1'ms i!! tl;e lower house, in the 
Fourteenth, Twenty-first and Twenty
sixth genernl assemblies and in th e 
senate two terms. He wa.s captain in 
the T1venty-slx~h regiment, Iowa in
fantry, and. was severely wounded at 
the battle of Arkansas Post. He was 
a member o! the Loyal Legion and 
the Grand Army, and was a. commis· 
sioner of the Soldiers' Home from it.s 
!0\1 ndation tmtil last y ear. He was 
the president. of the First ::-;"ations.l 
Bank of De Witt. Tie was tdiie·locg 
demoera.t, but voted for McKinley ut 

the last election. He ws.s born in 
Copenh11.gen, N. Y., June 26,' l.S2g. H e 
lived i n New Yor-k nntill85li , when h e 
settled in Clinton county. 

NEW SPHERE FOR WOMEN. 

l!lrs. PJ\ul Da11lel8 Appolute<llVeather Ob
IM!tver u.t Her llnsbaud•s Oltl Station. 

Mrs. Paul Da.niels, widow ol the la.te 
w'eather observer of the local station , 
has been appoin te d observer at W1ll ls
too, Xorth Do.kota. and departed for 

un: 
cla. 
l'es 
Co.J 
gol 
try 
g&l 

in~ 
a.t 
we 
of 
Ne 
tuc 

1 
in~ 
Bu 

( 

sai 
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enterprises for general good, and was for many years 
a director in the State Agricultural Society, a curator 
in the State Historical Society, and was its co rre
sponding secretary and editor of its "Annals" for a 
few years. He was the first, and several years later 

. again elected, president of the State Teachers' Asso
ciation, and for twenty-five years S\tperintendent of 
sabbath schools, twel ve of which in lowa City; was 
for a number of years president of the sc hool board 
of Muscati ne City, and later of Iowa Ci ty, and super
intendent of schools in Johnson county, Iowa. 

He was raised in the old ] etferson-] ackson school 
of politics, casting his first vote in Iowa in I8J8, and 
ever since has been an able and earnest ach'ocatc of 
its principles. 

He became a Mason in March, t838, and has held 
the chief offices in all the state hocli es subordinate 
and grand. He has held the position of grand sec
retary of the grand lodge from the organ ization of 
this body, January 18"44, save in 1852, when he was 
grand master, until the present tim e. In 1859 he 
was elected active sovereign grand inspertur general 
of the A. and A. rite for Iowa; holds, ancl has held 
for a - number of years, the office of grand repre
sen ta tive of the supreme co uncil of Engl and and 
Wales, and in r87 r was elected grand recorder of 
the Grand Encampment of Knights Templa r of the 
United States, and still (r876) holds that office by a 
succession of reelections. 

He has traveled cxtensi\'e ly over the States ancl 
Canadas, partially for pleasure, but mostl y on scien-

tific and Masonic business, and has attended all the 
great gatherings of Masonic national bodies since 
tRSS· In religious viewst he is a Presbyterian "of 
the old school of the prophets," being brought up 
as such from youth. 

He was married on the 7th of May, x843, to Miss 
Agnes McCully, of Muscatine, Iowa. She is of 
Scotch descent, and a native of Pennsylvania. They 
ha\'e six children, all living; the eldest and young
est are daughters, and four sons. 

Mr. Parvin's works are numerous, to enumerate 
a list of the titles of which, literary, scientific and 
Masonic, would fa,r exceed our space. His lectures 
and writings have been quoted in the journals and 
works of this cou.ntry, as well as in Europe, and 
have thus brought his name prominently to the no
tice of the world. Sufficient has been said to show 
that he occupies a very distinguished position; that 
his life has been spent in a career of usefulness, and 
that knowledge and honor have been more highly 
valued by him than gain; and his life presents a 
wonderful example of how much may be done by 
one man . 

He is very popular among his fraternity, and is a 
hard worker. Whatever he undertakes, he throws 
into it his whole energy. As an ardent student he 
has c limbed the hill of knowledge, has been a suc
cessful teacher, is eminent as a writer, and has done 
much in the interest of his order. He ranks high 
as a promoter of every good work, and has made a 
record whi ch might satisfy any ordinary ambition . 

. HON. NATHANIEL A. MERRELL, 

Dli W!TT. 

N ATHANIEL ANSON MERRELl., t\\' enty
one years a resident of I le Witt , loll'a, ancl 

a leading attorney at this place, is a nati\·e of Lewis 
county, New York, and w.as horn in the \·illage 
of Copenhagen, on the 26th of June, , ilz<J. His 
paren ts, Seth and Mabel Sanford Merrell, were from 
Connecticut. His paternal grandfather 11·as in the 
first war with England, and his father in th e second. 

When sixteen years of age Nathaniel began to 
divide his time between farm and litewry work, 
attending some academy and teaching about half the 
time until twenty-two . . At that age he commenced 
reading law with an elder brother, Eliada S ., then 

residing at Copenhagen, now a resident of Lowville, 
and judge of Lewis county. He was admitted to 
the bar at Watertown, Jefferson county, in July, 
tSss, and the next spring came to De Witt, here 
buil di ng up a good reputation · as an attorney, his 
professional career being one of marked success. 
He is a fluent speaker, quite persuasive withal, and 
in any reasonably just cause carries the jury with 
him. . 

Mr. Merrell went into the army in the autumn of 
x862, as captain of company D, 26th Iowa Infantry, 
and was wounded severely at the battle of Arkansas 
Post, on the 11th of January, x86J. 
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He was mayor of I >e Witt two years; was a mem
ber of the lower house. of the general assembly 
during the fourteenth session, and of . the . senate 
during the fifteenth and sixteenth sessions. In the 
upper house he was chairman of the committee on 
public lands, and was on the committees on consti
tu tiona! amendments, judiciary and agricultural col
lege: In 1877 he was reelected to the senate for 
the further term of four years, in all ten years. 

Mr. Merrell has been a life-long democrat, but 
does not "give up to party what was meant for man
kind"; would not sacrifice his country for any polit
ical body. He was an ardent supporter of the 

national administration in its efforts to suppress the 
rebellion. 

He was married at Lowville, New York, on the 
qth of July, r8ss, to Mrs. Mary A. Moman Merrell, 
then late of Richmond, Kentucky, and widow of his 
brother. They have three children living, and have 
lost two. 

Mr. M errel.l 'has gray eyes, a ruddy complexion,· 
stands perfectly erect, is six feet in-.theight, and 
weighs two hundred and fifty pounds. His physique 
is impressive, his bearing commanding, his address 
cordial, his manners are easy and pleasant, and his 
conversational gifts excellent. 

HON. WILLIAM W. WILLIAMSON, 

DES MO!NES. 

W"lLLIAM WARWICK WILLIAMSON, a 
native of Franklin, Kentucky, was born on 

the 6th of September, r82 r, the son of Tucker 
Woodson Williamson and l'cnnelia m!e Martin. His 
paternal grandparents were Thomas and Elizabeth 
(Reynolds) Williamson; the former was a Methodist 
minister and one of the pioneers of Kentucky. His 
maternal grandfather, John Martin, was a Kentucky 
farmer. 

In 1828, when William was eight years old, his 
mother died, and he lived with his grandmother 
Williamson until 1834, when his father married his 
second wife, Miss Caroline ])epue, and removed to 
Orleans: Indiana, and engaged in the mercantile 
trade. Prior to this time William had attended 
school at various places, but .upon removing to In
diana entered his father's store, where he was en
gaged for two years. He afterward spent three 
years on a farm in Orange county, and in r84o en
tered Asbury University at Greencastle, Indiana. 

He c;ontinued his studies for three years, and in 
the spring of 1843 taught a school for three months. 
Going thence to Lawrence county, he there had 
charge of a seminary for more than a year, and at the 
expiration of that time entered the office of George 
G. Dunn, Esq ., for the purpose of completing his 
law studies which he had previously begun. 

Being admitted to the bar in r 846, he began the 
practice of his profession at Bedford, Indiana, and 
continued it with good success until the spring of 
1848, when he removed to Fairfield, Iowa. He had 
intended to settle at Monroe City, the capital, hav-

ing been located there, hut the legislature of that 
year set aside the action locating the capital there, 
and Mr. Williamson spent eighteen months at the 
above-named place. Believing that the capital 
would eventually be located at Fort Des Moines, 
he removed thither in September, 1849, and estab
lished himself in the practice of his profession. 

He soon made for himself a fine reputation, and 
in I851 was elected prosecuting attorney of Polk 
county for a term of two years. In 1854 he was 
elected on the whig ticket judge of the fifth judicial 
district, which comprised all of western Iowa. After 
his election had I.Jeen reported, and his certificate 
issued by the secretary of state, the election was 
contested, the contesting board consisting of two 
democrats and one whig. Poll books were adriJit
ted in a questionable, if not fraudulent, manner, and 
the result was that his election was set aside. 

He continued his profession with marked success 
until x86o, when, by reason of his wife's ill health, 
he removed his family to San Antonio, Texas. In 
July, r86r, on account of the civil war which had 
already opened, he returned to Des Moines and 
continued his practice ·i.mtil the fall of x865, when 
he again went to San Antonio. Such, however, was 
the state of society, that he returned to Des Moines 
in the fo11owing spring, and opened a law office, ad
mitting into his business, as a partner, Mr. J. M. St. 
John. By strict attention to business Mr. William
son had accumtilated considerable property, and at 
this time was in good circumstances. Contrary to 
his principles, he became surety for a friend who 

,..._, , ,. 

': - ~· :.... . . . : ' ' 
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111 Jr, •l:t n•J in 1'-!~L [J ,. muni vtl 

f,rru··r and -'t• • •·k-rai~t·r. [' (I_ f)p \Vitt- w b 
- . , as orn 

Eiizalw tlt 1\r .~r ·r~. a rutn·,, "f sanw r:"untry. 1 
, le CU !11(J.. 

tu tlw l ~ n i t v d ~tat ('< al-'"ut 1.--q .j ; ,. ,_. ttl ,.,.) ill fl .,,; t" r'- .\l :l'> ., rt!Jt! l>ngaged in the b · 
and ~hut ' h•1-ints ' ; lw r-am· t" De· \\'irt ill :'ILn···h ]--;.-,~~ - :;nd ~'n!!a!!<~d in the boot _r:l~ 
,h .,, - rrad ·~ : !J,. l<>catt·d <•ll <·i~·hty :wr•-:' .,r- th< · t :ll' llJ whir·h },,. nnw mvns in 1860 h~ · ~h 
h ' l l I . 1 ·- I h '- . 1 · · ' w 1

" _ e uar \]>"uc.
1
·- tt 10 ~~ -J1s_: 1

1
,. __ ',~" n

1
.,_w -..JIJ :w rt:~ --; " t · ~1'-!_" .!!"\r J•nn~tpally in stock-rais-

lll!!. , r;;_ .a!'!!<>< I<> L 111 -'li>-t: Ih J•r· ·-,·ut Wllt" IYa> _ 1"' • an· Gorman. lHr 1· 
I - . I I ' I '. t' I I . . · ar!!<' laS c l~: lt c· 11 L1r 1· n. uur ;y t•ac: 1 Uiarnag'e. 

S. l...l'JJ, farmc•r. :-; ,., ._ ] .'-' ; l' . (_) Uc: \~ 'i tt: _wa,; bt, ,- r, io :\,,w fork in 18 1+; 
Hr· Ju arri<••l. in 1 :-;;::). Euu it·e ('"'"· aL-u t•f ~c-1\' 1 nrk . t!:•·y rr ·nir>w-tl to :-;cott Cu 
lr>li a, in ]c, :: :1; ,;dtle,l wlll'rt: th<·r lli>\1' li ve in l l"l lil. J!i- Lit nt kts a fine farlll 

0
'(· 

~:;o a~rc~. j u<t ,,-itlwut th(• liudt,."f Pr· \\'itt . 
.REY. T. Jh•()OR:UICI{, Pa-r• 'r <d·:-:r. ,..:inH•II·, l'lnut-h. De Witt. Fa~!,e 

3lr·('<•l'!llic·k \1':1.-' ],tl)')t ill tht: ~tate· r•f' ~ •. ,,_. r , r ]; iu 1<> 11 _ ],,. ;, ,,£' Tri:-;h parentaue-~ 
wa . ..; l:( l tH·<itl'll aT :\t.~~·:11·a F :dl~: h~: \\'t ·lJ! t tl lJnint r tn ~.· l!J 1-7 - ~. i ti: 1."7;\ he camer.t<; 
( 'linton l'o . an rl tc1uk pa;-.l ttr·tl t·httf!.!<' td' tb t· ehnr,·h at ( \·!:t t··r ~ ~n,ve; he came: to 

De \\'itt in tl.u autHTJlll rd. 1-"'·"· F:ttlwr \Id '11 rmick W<t:i t!J,. f.,nn •lcr of St. Patrick's 
T,·TJI] •CfiiW>t' :~r H ·ict_y. :n (' --!it<T l_;r"" "· <~ l'!!Mli z t>•.l iu 1:-:> lli; it has cunnected with it a 

tine library. aL••• lht · frn it .,J' lti.- iaiJ,r.•; this ;-:!u cicty . ai.J c· <l l.1\' his faithful labor, has 
dur1 c Illuc:ll tu ai d tlit· •:a u:•e .,f lt ·H![" ·run•:c· :tllJPtt~ till~ T"'''l'lc-. He is an earnest 
thon;2h <j<livt _ \Y urk t: r _i11 .t.fi• ' tt -lllpc•ranc·c . r;·l <> l'llL. au•l 1 l~tl!l'h ~no~! is. acco_rnplished 
whc•rc-w·r h1 :' mfln en r:c' 1:< f, •tt . He b"~ "r~<t !llZdl a :-;~:h" '" 111 ,-,, nn t' t:tlcm Wttn hts t>liurch 
at I>c \\'i tt , \l'hi< ·h is ll>1\Y in a H"uri,hin:.:· ('•dHl iti<tn : iu 1l1i" ,r:]-,,,,,1 he now employs 
thrc' t' tt!ac- lJt:r:<; it ha,; an c: urollll)ent of o1·er 11ne hunt! rc·d pnj •ik · 

.J .-\.JII,:S ][eli..:-\\.', •·ll'!:t;.:·t.,! in drill ini' 1wlb, ,ellin~ pmup:;; and wind-wills 
De \Vitt; bor.11 i11 \ ·'<:l:!: ('anw tu De \\'itt in 1 -~li:) ; hl' ,, c-11;: tilt · Bames Pump, manu~ 
f:,t:tured at }fa<Juukcta , 1•111'<\. al~<J the Jl. ,H·kJ (,rd Pm"!" and i" fl)!t'llt t(Jr th e Wind-~Iill 
c ... at Fre<oport, Ul.; lws fiJll<•W< 'd hi:' pre<c;nt "t:•'Ujiati"n f(,r •.· le n ·u yc~us . His wife is 
a II<Hiv·~ o f Canada : has nint· c- hi!drc• n. tw" ~oJts <Illd seYetl d :ut ~·hter:<. 

AL.-\.~SON JlcLA rHUIJlX, ··aqwnt.·r and f1rmer; P. 0. De Witt ; 
born in }fere.:r Cu., Penn .. in 1S:JI! _ }larri ,!d, .January. lSj li. :\ancy Bates, a nat.ive 
uf Cra w-f(,n! ( 'o ., Penn. ; hnrn in 1 '-':;~, , Thi!y t·antc• to J) ,, \\'itt in the spring of 1856, 
wlH>re .'-Ir. :IIt ·L:nH.dliin work ed at hi,; trad l' nn til :\n;;Lbt . 1 '-;()~.when he enlisted in 
(_', ,, II , :;11th L V. 'r.; sen·<'rl till e] ,,,,. t1t' wa r : wa, in 'all t he battl es in which his regi
ment tt>~>k )'art: wa;< wound1:t! ut Ark an.'''' Pusr. .:\t the elost· "f the war, he returued 
to J)" \\'itt. and re~umed ],is tr;ult:, \Yhidt ht· •-·-• lltin uc-d till 1~1::. when he exch~nged 
his property in De " ' itt 1\:Jr the· litnll ]. ,_. II<•W "IV llS. Ha~ ,i s_ ehildren-Euf!CDc F., 
Laura E ., t ·arri e ,J.. Wandy L. . C\au dt> ard }laud ; twin.' ,_ His par('nts, Henry and 
Laura :\lt·Lauddin . cawc t" [),. \\' itt in th e spriu!_!' of 1:=-"/!1_ His thther died in .July. 
\.':\7:; j hi, l!tOt!Jvr n:sidc·,; witl1 her H•ll . 

.J :lJIF~S S. JL\ ,- t<:S, nmuer. ~ e.:. 1-! ; P o. Dt' Witt; was born in 
Harri;;pn C'n., Ohio, Sq-•t. :! I. j..:::i:'J ; h., eamt• tu ]) ., \\'itt Tuwnship ir1 the ~prin_!l- nf 
18f.;() , He manicrl , in 1813:\ ~ :nah :\ nn Barrl't t. ~~- lw,, ,. )>arenti· . 1\'t•l. anrl .-\nn Camp-
bo:IL eame to Clintun C'" . in 1 :.::.):;, -

NATUAXIf~IJ A. :UEURJ;_jJA,. a tt•mw \, Dr_· \\'itt: born in the villaf!•' 
of Cop(·nbgt:n. Lewi~ C'u., ~ - r .. in - 182~l . 1-l i" ]'ar:-m,_ ~t· t It :md i\Iabel Sn.nliJl'll 
:\l ;;r n ·ll. wert· from Cr.llmectieut Hi;; patt ·rn al ~randlill h · · r ''-"'a f'u ldi.:r nf the R,•vo
]:;t.i•-n: hi" ftther wa~ a ~oldit·r in tlw ·"''euntl war wilh l·: n'!·lawl. From the time he 
was lij VL' ars of al!·e until :!:! , he dil'i,J.·d hi_, time bdwt: •· n fit;'!ilin!!·. t<>achin!! and attl'ml · 
in!! sc h,~ol : he t};-,,n bel-':all thl' Htudv "!'law with an t·Id c; r )q·, ,], (' r_ J;;Iiad:; S., who was 
th,en re sidin~:: at Copenfw;2·e n, now a-n-si<lent uf Lo1n-ii! P. and .r udc•'i' nf Lewis Co.;. he 
wa~ admitted tu th t~ bar at Waterto wn .• J~tfersou Cu ... Juh-. !'<'•_-, _ :m,l the next spn"f! 
('arne to De \Vitt and worked up a 1-':tJod reput ation a~ a'a attun~t•y: his professio~al 
<'3reer ]w<; be,•n one of marked ~(l('l>C~~: he i ~ a fluent spl'nkt:r, and. in any reasoD.t" Iy 
_illSt eause, carries the jury with him . ,\lr. }fcrrell entered the army in the fall ,f 
18G2, a~ Captain of CL>. D .. ~G th I. \'. l. ; he waB ~cvcrely wounded at the battle 
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during the fifteenth, sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth 
a life:long D'emoc:irat, hut does not " give up . to p_arty whp.~ . 
He was an earn~st supporter of -the ad:inihistr.at~!)rr in · 
. . He ruarried at -: I,owvi,lle, N.Y., Ju-ly 17, 1855j 

the widow of his_ brother; they have three children living 
VIN .OBTON, engaged in gen~ral :drayiHg and. 

. ; born in ()ntario, Canada, in '849; his par~nt», Lowe~ · 
to Michigan about 1854; they came tO De ·Witt a~out . 

· during the rebellion ; his moth~r, now ·Mrs; Robi~si:)n, 
Morton has been engaged in hilf pte8e,nt· bt~t?}neail j~ . 

He man'ied Miss Dolly M. F. Familtdn, of De. Witt; she :W~ born _ in ~Ohio; 
· . , . were . early sett1ers -of' thiS county '; . they have one sori-,-1.6\Vell W. . , · . 

. ANN E. N~VJLLE~ widow or' thfl .late. -Geqrge Vf;· NtwiHe·; · 
· 21; MI'!l. N~ville w~s bor!i in Betks·Co., Pe;mt;, i_n 1810.. She-1P,l¢i'ied·, ' 

, Mr. Geol'ge Neville, w~o was born, in Maryland, then a re~i4~ilt -of · P--b:iJllr · 
they cable tQ De Witt To~llip jn the.fall of_ l83'1 ; . ~re~ided w-h!lf'!!Bl!~ 

184l; has had eight>childtei;l, five living--'-Mr-t?. Ro$*ha Caaa_e'Jt W~lliaifi 
· L., Winfield S. and· Mrs> Elizllb.eth C. Smith; ~:rs: Isij.~ella Ld~f.tr\Yni~g 
15, 18M', leaving one diJ.ught~r., . now . Mi:s.'T. W. Gi:ear~[ Vwo oth:el'$i ;.t\.!llia 

-diedin infancy. 'Mr. N:-evPle died Jline 14; 1~6~. ,' :. · · · .: ·_ ·' ' ,c, 

. DAVlD NI(JOL'Ii; Pastor of the Uxrlte4 ~resb~ri~n : (1h~rc.h, 
Mr., Nic<ill was born in ~he ~own ·of Andes, Delawil.l'e. Co;l .N . y:, in 1841) 
Jefferson (Mlege, Penn;sylvania;iri )861. · In August, l862, he E)tllisted 

Nfiiisy}v~iU:ia tlattery ; was wo'!ln<led ~t W ~h11Mhie Y a.lley Qct; .··· . 
. till:!e till the close of the. war, · w~s employed in th~ . Prov~s~ · . · · 
ork City; was ~charged May 19, 18fif!. In ~cpt~tnber; ·l8flf! ;. ~·ahi1~ae!l cto 

. College; Jan. 1; 1866;-hfl epte,Te<i ·Monmouth Qollege, IlL; gr<~«:l\l~~io.g , 
he ·graduated at the Tbeologi{llll SeTJiifii!,ry, ,MQIIroi:!utb, l\farch; · •L1illn1 ... n,~ 
. the · ~e -· was orqiiii1!ld, and . inl!ta.lled· l'$t',or cif tlie.-

. · 16, 1870:1 ll!.l!hella JJ:. ;Brow~~ !lo- nativ:(liof 
-· , Xhow118. ,E., Geo. 

· s, lS55, with - • 
; irt . J~;~ne, .. 

~l>ril1~ l~68 j 
· ' ineniber~, pf . . 
· • Craniit6Ji, J. 

V' .. Jf-'A·tf'Bl'AI"ii:t- . Of 
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secretary of the board of trustees. In 1865 he was 
Lu:uclau. United States Marshal for Iowa. In 1871 

years by President Grant. He was instru-
the location of the Soldiers' Orphans' Home at 
ten citizens to purchase forty acres of land on 

In 1864 be was a delegate to the National 
renominated President Lincoln and was one 

Washington to notify the President of his nom-
for five years president of the State Agricul

!lerved as vice-president, marshal and treasurer. 
Repuplican State Central Committee in the Grant 

a delegate to the Chicago National Republica:n 
Grant and Colfax. He was a member ·of the 

State Agricultural College for fourteen years and 
. pto!Jloters of that institution. In 1866 he was 

to visit and examine into the working and 
Colleges of the country, report a plan 

suitable persons for president and members of 
Melendy was appointed agent for the Quarter

the. United States to adjust claims arising out of 
Tennessee until 1886. After his. return_ to Cedlll' 
. insisted on making him may.or of the city which 
nearly half a century. He died on the 18th of 

MERR!LL was born in Copenhagen, Lewis County, 
was reared on a farm, attending the common 

in the work of the farm during summers_. 
then studied law. He was admitted to the 

spring removed to' !owa, locating at De 
of Clinton. He soon acquire"d a good practice 

began he raised a company and entered the ser
IJ9mJlaJJlY D, Twenty-sixth Regiment of Infantry. He 

at the Battle of Arkansas Post. Mr. Merrill was 
years, was a Democratic member of the House of 

and Twenty~sixth General Assemblies and a 
of the Fifteenth, Sixteenth, Seventeenth and Eigh

He took a prominent part in the revision of 
was a commissioner of the Soldiers' Orphans' 

First National Bank of De Witt for several 
_home in De Witt on the 31st of December, 189t'i. 

seventh Governor of the State, was born in 
State of Maine on the 7th of August, 1822. He 
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Recollections and Sketches 
of Notable Lawyers and 

Public Men of Early Iowa 

Belonging to the First and Second 
Generations, with Anecdotes and 
Incidents Illustrative of the Times 

By 

EDWARD H. STILES 

Ref. 

* F 
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For many years a member of the Iowa Bar; member of its House 
of Representatives, 1863-1864; member of its Senate, 1865-1866; Re
porter of its Supreme Court, 1867-1875; author of Complete Digest 
,f. its Decisions from the earliest Territorial period to the 56th Iowa 
~eports. 

"In old age alone we are masters of a treasure of which we cannot be 
eprived, the only treasure we can call our own. The pleasures of memory 

and the retrospect of the varied images which in an active life have floated 
before the mind, compensate, and more than compensate, for the alternate 
pleasures and cares of active life."-SIR ARCHIBALD ALLISON. 

"Personal anecdotes, when characteristic, greatly enliven the pages of 
a biography."-SAMUEL SMILES. 

DES MOINES 
THE HOMESTEAD PUBLISHING CO , 

1916 
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porations, and was frequently employed in cases involving their construction. For 
many years he was the legal representative at Clinton of the Chicago & Northwestern 
Railroad Company, and of the Chicago, Milwaukee & St. Paul Railroad Com
pany. He had a wide and lucrative practice . 

He was a native of Ohio, born in 182 7. In his veins he carried the blood of 
the Revolution. His grandfather, Silas Bailey, was an officer in the Colonial Army. 
From the biblical names given, they must have been a religious people, for the Ma
jor's first name, I am told, was Eli, his father's Jacob, and his grandfather's Silas. 
Great pains were taken in the education of Major Bailey in his youth. He was 
well tutored in the preparatory schools and graduated from Union College, Schenec
tady , New York, in 1849. He studied law under ]ames W . Nye, afterwards the 
distinguished Governor of Nevada, and its United States Senator, was admitted to 
the bar of New York, in 1855, came West -the following year, settled at Dewitt, 
Clinton County, Iowa, and entered upon the practice. Four years afterwards he 
removed to ] anesville, Wisconsin, engaging and continuing in the practice there un
. :1 the outbreak of the Civil War, when he enlisted as a soldier in a Wisconsin 
regiment, was commissioned Major, and afterwards Lieutenant Colonel. Though 
entitled to the latter rank, he was always perfectly content to be called Major Bailey. 

In 1860 he returned to Clinton County, settling at Clil)ton, where he remained, 
and died when but little past his prime, at the age of sixty-five, in I 892. 

He was a Republican in politics, and though not a partisan, frequently attended 
the State Conventions of that party. The last time I had the pleasure of seeing him 
was at the State Convention which nominated Buren R. Sherman for Governor, in 
1883. He was appointed by the President of the Convention, David B. Hender
son, of Dubuque, as one of the committee to notify and escort Governor Sherman 
to the stage or platform. I hope to again meet him in the Elysian Fields. 

Nathaniel A. Merrell was one of the early lawyers of Clinton County, and for 
many years a prominent one in that part of the State. He was conspicuous, both 
as a lawyer and a law maker, and left a deep impression upon the laws and juris

prudence of the commonwealth. He was a prominent leader in the Democratic 

Party, a man of force and high character. Despite the generally prevailing Re

publican majority, he was frequently chosen to represent his constituency in the State 

Legislature. In the fall of 1871 he was elected to the House of the Fourteenth 

General Assembly. In the fall of 1873 he was elected to the Senate and served 

in the Fifteenth and Sixteenth General Assemblies. In the fall of 1877 he was 

elected and served in the Senate of the Seventeenth and Eighteenth General Assem

blies. At the close of his Senatorial service in the fall of 1883, he was elected to 

the House and served in the Twentieth General Assembly. In the fall of 1895 he 

was elected again to the House and served in the Twenty-Sixth General Assembly. 

n 

" 1 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

For 
'estern 
Com-

JOd of 

\rmy. 

!Ma

Silas. 

e was 
Jenec
ds the 

ted to 

'ewitt, 

ds he 
re ur 

:o: 

hough 

ailey. 

1ined, 

!nded 

ghim 
or, m 

nder-
:rman 

d for 
both 

JUr15-

:ratic 

Re
State 

eenth 

!tved 

was 

;sem

,d to 

•S he 
i!bly 

RECOLLECTIONS AND SKETCHES 951 

Through this long experience he became conversant with the course of legislation. 

He took a prominent part and materially aided in the work of revising the Code of 

1873. During his legislative service he was regarded as an acknowledged leader 

and representative of his party, and he well deserved this confidence. Political 

considerations, however, did not influence whatever his legislative work; he was far 

above that; his views were statesman-like, broad, just and practical. 

In the politics of the State at large, he was looked up to as a leader worthy of 
being followed. He had great influence in party councils, and had his party been 

in the ascendency throughout the State, he would have received its highest public 

honors. He was well calculated to be a leader, for, in addition to his natural 

sagacity, and practical wisdom, he had a commanding and inspiring personality. 

He was robust, erect, tall, with an open face and fresh complexion, that carried a 

magnetic influence. His old friend, E . H. Thayer, editor of the Clinton Age, thus 

wrote of him on the occasion of his death: 

No prominent man in Iowa politi cs was ever more popular with the masses. 
He was one of those big·hearted men whom everybody loved and respected. To 
his friends he was as true as the needle to the pole. A noble man, broad gauged 
and great, he has gone to enjoy the reward whi ch such men are promised in the 
"book of books." 

As a lawyer, he exhibited the qualities of an able and successful one. He was 

a forceful advocate, strong, persuasive and had great influence with a jury. As a 

counselor, his advice might be confidentially relied upon. 

He was born in Lewis County, New York, iH 1829, reared on his father 's farm. 

subsequently taught school, studied law with his brother, Eliada S. Merrell, a 

prominent lawyer and judge of Lewis County. was admitted to the New York Bar 

in 185 5, and in the following spring came to Clinton County, settling at Dewitt, 

where he continued to reside until his death. He was of New England and Revfl!u

lwnary ~ lock. His parents were natives of Connecticut, who went frcm that Stnle 

to New York. His paternal grandfather was a soldier in the Revo~utionar1 War, 

and his father, a soldier in the War of 1812. 

At the legislative session of I 896, he was one of its most active and laborious 

members, and it was thought that his great exertion in that body impaired his health, 

which gave way and he died at the close of that year, at the age of sixty-seven. 

The last time I saw him was while he was a member of the House in 1884. 

For much of the particular data embraced in this sketch, I am indebted to the 

notice in the "Clinton Age," hereinbefore referred to . 

A. f. Leffingwell was a brother of the highly distinguished William Leffing

well, whose sketch will elsewhere be found. He was born at Sag Harbor, Long 

Island, in 1832, and when seven years of age, in 1839, came with his parents to 

Muscatine County. He was educated in the public schools of that County, and in 
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You searched for Nathaniel A. Merrell in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-80Q-ANCESTRY 

© 1997~2011 Ancestry.com 

Name: 

Residence: 

Age at 
enlistment: 

Enlistment 
Date: 

Rank at 
enlistment: 

Nathaniel A Merrell 

DeWitt, Iowa 

33 

8 Nov 1862 

Captain 

State Served: Iowa 

Was Wounded?: Yes 

Survived the Yes 
War?: 

Service Record: Commissioned an officer in Company D. Iowa 
26th Infantry Regiment on 30 Sep 1862. 
Mustered out on 18 Apr 1863. 

Birth Date: abt 1829 

Sources: Roster & Record of Iowa Soldiers in the War of 
Rebellion 

Source Information: 
Historical Data Systems, camp .. U.S. Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles [database 
on-line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2009. 
anginal data: Data compiled by Historical Data Systems of Kingston, MA from the 
followmq list of works . 

Copyright 1997·2009 
Historical Data Systems, Inc. 
PO Box 35 
Duxbury, MA 02331. 

Description: 
This database is a compilation of military records (including state rosters, pensron 
records, and regimental histories) of individual soldiers who served in the United 
States Civil War. Learn more .. 

Ancestry.com Slog Affiliates Gift Memberships 

Corporate I nfOrmation Careers PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions 
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< Jl ancestry , 
19 

helenjwh1 

H~~~ Family Trees ~--r---------r-D_N_A __ • __ ~I-C_o_l_la_b_o_r_a_te--.~~--L-e-a-rn_i_n_g_C_e_n_t_e_r _•-._--P_u_b_li-sh----5-h~o-p_+_G_i_ft ___ H_i_re __ A_n_Ex __ p_e_rt ____________ ___ 

' ._ ____ ..L ______ ~----------~-----------------'----------~----

Name: Nathaniel Merrill 

Age in 1870: 42 

Birth Year: abt 1828 

Birthplace: New York 

Home in 1870: De Witt, Clinton, Iowa 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Post Office: Camanche 

Value of real View image 
estate: 

Household Name Age 
Members: Nathaniel Merrill 42 

Mary A Merrill 45 
John Merrill 19 
Addie Merrill 11 
Emma Merrill 9 
Stella Merrill 1 
Maria Cahil 25 

Source Citation: Year: 1870; Census Place: De 
Witt, Clinton, Iowa; Roll: M593_384; Page: 2158; Image: 435; Family History Library 
Film: 545883. 

Original data: 

Ancestry.com. 1870 United States Federal Census [database on
line]. Provor UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations, Inc., 2009. 
Images reproduced by FamilySearch. 

• 1870 U.S. census, population schedules. NARA microfilm publication M593, 1,761 
rolls. Washington, D.C. : National Archives and Records Administration, n.d. 

• Minnesota census schedules for 1870. NARA microfilm publication T132, 13 rolls. 
Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, n.d. 

Description: 
This database is an mdex to individuals enumerated in the 1870 United States 
Federal Census, the Ninth Census of the United States. Census takers recorded many 
details including each person's name, age at last birthday, sex, color; birthplace, 
occupation, and more. No relationships were shown between members of a 
household. Additionally, the names of those listed on the population schedule are 
linked to actual images of the 1870 Federal Census. Learn more .. 

Contact Us : Amvstf)·.rom Blog 1 Affiliatt's 1 Gift Memberships · Careers Visit our other sites: I ~nitedSt8teS _______ __ 

© 1997-2012 Ancestr) .com j Corpora It• Information j &w Prh ac~ j Nrw Terms and Conditions 
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ancestry 
You searched for N. A. Merrell In Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-80()-ANCESTRY 
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Name: N A Merrell 

Birth Year: abt 1829 

Birth Place: New York 

Gender: Male 

Race: White 

Marital Status: Married 

Census Date : 1885 

Residence state: Iowa 

Residence Clinton 
County: 

Locality: De Witt 

Roll : IA1885_169 

Line: 1 

Family Number: 240 

Neighbors: View others on oage 

Household Name Age 
Members: N A Merrell 56 

Ma!}' Menell 59 
Addie F Menell 25 
Emma F Menell 23 
Estella L Menell 15 

Source Information: 
Ancestry .com . Iowa State Census Collection, 1836-1925 [database on-line]. Provo, 
UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2007. 
Original data: Microfilm of Iowa State Censuses, 1856, 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915, 
1925 as well various special censuses from 1836·1897 obtained from the State 
Historical Society of Iowa via Heritage Quest. 

Description: 
This database contains Iowa state censuses for the following years: 1856, 1885, 
1895, 1905, 1915, and 1925. It also includes some head of household censuses and 
other special censuses from 1836-1897. Information available for an individual will 
vary according to the census year and the information requested on the census form. 
Some of the information contained in this database though includes: name, age, 
gender, race, birthplace, marital status, and place of enumeration. Learn more .. 
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IGI Individual Record FamilySearch™ International Genealogical Index v5.0 

North America 

Nathaniel A. Merrill 
Male 

Event(s): 
Birth: 26 JUN 1829 Jefferson, Schoharie, New York 
Christening: 
Death: 31 DEC 1896 
Burial: 

Parents: 
Father: 
Mother: 

Seth Merrill 
Mabel Sanford 

Messages: 

Pedigree 

Record submitted by a member of the LOS Church. The record often shows the name of the individual and 
his or her relationship to a descendant, shown as the heir, family representative, or relative. The original 
records are not indexed, and you may have to look at the film frame-by-frame to find the information you 
want. A family group record for this couple may be in the Family Group Record Collection; Archive Section. 
(See the Family History Library Catalog for the film number.) These records are alphabetical by name of the 
father or husband. 

Source Information: 
Film Number: 537751 
Page Number: 
Reference number: 

An official Web site of The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints 
© 2008 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. 
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