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Standard Porm For Members of the Leq l slature 

Name of Represe nta ti ve EARl.Y , CHARJ.ES LEE Senator ____ _ 

!lyaa ,€y.., 7.-/ .5...(4 (J... -I'_ "J,u 

1 . Birthday and place 27 1,, 'y 1854; BrOlJU COIID ty. Ohio 

2. Marriage (8) date place 
Oi a rai:l) ASAQ .. \.!addlilll. Wh 15 Oct 1854 

3. Significant events for example: 

IOwa 31 Oct . 194 9): 28 J une 1888 (possib l y 
in Sac County 

A. Busine.s Tea cher, Banking, Rea l Es t ate & I,aan : Inyentor 

B. Civic responlibiliti •• ___________ ______ ___ 

C. Prof ••• ion ________________ ___ ____ _ 

4. Church membership->Cllh~r~is~t~i~a~nL_ _______________________ _ 

5. Sessions .erved 25th & 26th GA , 1894 97! Sac County ; (also in 1893) 

6. Public Offic •• 

A. Local Deputy Co. Treas. 1878- 1882; Clerk for District Ct. 1888- 1893; 
Postmaster . Sac City. 1906 )j Sac Co . Food Commissioner; on Exec Camm of War 
Services Administration 

B . State 

C . National 

7. Death 5 August 1924. Sac City ; bu r. Oakland Cemetery 

8. Children (1) Ruth Imogen (Keir ) ; (2) Sarah Esthe r (23 Nov . 1892 - 26 Mar. 1896) 

9 . K a me I 0 f par e n t 8 _;;D"av~id~w:;:a;t:::5;:o;n;;.E;a;.:r:.:lriY~(;;K:.!y-'.,._;.1.;:8.;2;;O,,-,,;;O;;h.;ci o~:.19::0:8:)o.:.,' ..:f~a::r:.:m::e::r,-_ 
Sarah Jane Hook (1824 - Ohio 1885) 
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10.Education ___ d~i~s~t~r~i~c_t~src~hhO~o~1.-;_O_h __ i _O __ W_e_s_1_e_y_a_n __ U_n_i_v_e_r_s __ i _t _y_; __ B_e_n_t_o_n_v_i_1_l_e ______ __ 
Normal College 

11 . Degrees __________________________________________________ ___ 

1 2. Othe r appl i c a bl e i n formation Taught school in Brown and Adams counties , 
Ohio, for three years; moved to Sac County , Iowa ·IB76; taugtit school there one yeEr. 
Deputy Co. treasurer 1878-1882 ; in partnership in Schaller involved with real estate, 
loans , and Dainking. Was petitioner for lnco~poration of Schaller. Clerk of district 
court, 1888-1892 ; in legislature in 1893 (apparently to fill vacancy) ; elected 1894 and 
1896 to legislature. where fie led fight to do away with railroads ' free passes, that was 
successfuly af ter he left legislature. Appointed postmaster Sac Cit y 1906. and 
reappointed !"91lf.-----

Was director of Sac County State Bank. 
In t e re s t e d in s c iene e; amateur a,-;;s~t~r~o~n~o~m~e~r"a~n~d;rhhoa"d--;;p~r~i"v~a~t~e~lr,y;-;e"q"u"'~· p~p~e.d;r;o;o"bosoe~r~.""a tor y ; 

originated principle of adding machine. and invented sun clock and locometer, but did 
not patent tliem. OWned 320 acre farm in Sac Count y, and 320 acres 1n North Dakota . 

Spoke at dedication of soldiers' monument in 1892 , and at ceremonies regarding 
deat-n of Senator Dolliver in 1911. 

Mason. ; past eminent commander Knights Templar lodge. 

Sac Co~nty _~rriage records for time of marriage are not in file in DM. 
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Ap p ll C:l1 Jdl l l.y 

fjoltrC'o 1/0 11 Ap p.llcab La App ll cDu l u lIlCOrrn<l l i.O Il ulJl.<l illed 

The Sac_Sun; Thu..r _ . .1_Au&-l924_______ x -4ea-t-R-t--abk- __ . __ _ 
St ork/Clingan , Legislators x sessions served 
Oakland- Ceme-t-e.r.y. .. r-e-GOI'-ds ... ··_·___ --·----~--€h-a-r±e-s-;-· ·wf-j·--daughteT-
Har t, History of Sac County (19 14) x bio 
House J-e\1J;-na-!--1·9·23.1925 -------x-----.-------. ---------.. -. -- .-. --...... .... - .. -.-. 
Early, The Family of Early (1920) x 
Sac Co .--ma-t'r-i-ag-e--r-eeoTds .-----,..----- ._------------ ---.--

(file does not include period of his marriage) 

._- ---- -_ .. _--------------_ .. _---
._-_._-- -------

, 

i 

... - ---_._ .•.. - _ .. _------_.- .. _-----------_._-_ .. _---- .---
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~t\C COl'XTY, rOWA. 

the pioneer grain dealer of Odebolt. He began a" manager ui the Swedish 
Farmers' Elevato r Company and soon bought out the business. which was 
the second g rain buying establishment in the city. Since 1883 he has de
voted his time to looking after his Crawford and Sac county agricultural 
interests and his business affairs. 

n'lr. Hanson is 'a large stockholder and vice-president oi the First Aa
tional Bank oi Odebolt. H e has a large modern resiJence on Lincoln ave
ntlc. He is a Republican in politics and devotes a considerable portion o f 
"his time to civic affairs, being a member of the school board and having 
served on the city council. His family attend the PresLyterian church. and 
he is a member of the Ancient Free and Accepted i\{asons and has. taken the 
degrees in Masonry in the Sac City chapter, and commandery. 

~rr. Han;;on's marr iage occurred in 1872 to .-\l1gllsta Eckblom. a native 
of Sweden. They are the parents of iOtlf children. as follo\\"s: ),lrs. Rob+ 
enina \'on Marell, of Phoenix . . \rizona; Lillian, the efficient librarian of 
the Odebolt public library; George. on the home farm in \\"heeler towllship; 
Grace, at home. 

By a life of persevering industry and fai r and honest dealings .\Ir. 1·lal1+ 
son has acquired a fair share of this world's goods. and, what is. 0)1 more 
value. the respect and esteem of every ()ne with whum he has l'''llle l\l COO+ 
tact. He and his family occupy an em'iahle social standing in their com· 
munity, in which they are among the pioneers, and pOS- 56:> ill a marked 
deg-re .... that happy iaullty of making stl':ldia~t irie!1I1~hips. 

CH.\RLES L E.\RLY. 

The annals 01 lhe West teem \\'ith stories at young Illen o i ability and 
energy who ha\'e come irom eastern points and been succe~si111 in many li nes 
of endeavor. Some ha\'e succeeded in commerce and as agrict11ttlrl~ts. while 
others have made marked progress in tht;: useful line oi enJea\'vr as public 
officials. The name of Early is one that is \rell and ia\'orably kn,nm ill Sac 
COt1nt~·. The name attaches to ibelf a significance that (he bearer ha ~ achieved 
marked success along his chosen path oi endea\·or. 

Charles L. Early , postma::;ter o i Sac City, is ranked among thl' pioneers 
of the county, who came ht:re and seized the opportunity which pn'~ented 
itself and has SllCceeded . not only in a worldly way, bllt enjoys thl:! rl'~pect and 
esteem of a large concottr~e of friends and well wi shers. Public ~pirited to a 

, 
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high degree, he has sen-ed the veop\c ill many capacities for a long period of 
)" ear~, as a COlllH~" urticial. in the halls o i the state Legislawre" and lastly as an 
accoll1!l1O<.iating alld cOI1:,cil!ntiotls pf)Hma:,ter, 

:\lr. Early is a nati\'e son of Ihe Buckeye state and was \.Ivrn on a farlll 
in Brown county, Ohio, July 27, Ift,i4. He is the wn o f David \\"atson 
Early. a nati\'(' oi !-\clHtlcky, and was ui Irish ances!ry. The ann"stors oi 
Charles L. Early came from Ireland in 1740 and settled in the Old Domininn 
{Virginia). Hen'" they figured in til(' colonial and re\·olutionarr period as 
became natural to m~'lllbers oj a race who \.Iecame Americans easil~·. Da\·id 
\\ 'atsol1 Early wa,.. the SOil of Dadd Farly" sun o f Thomas, \\·hn was son oi 
\\"illiam Early, wi1(o i" said 10 han emigrated irom Ireland ahom the midd le 
vi Ihe eighteenth century. 

David was the yuungest son of \\"illiam Ea rly, of ' "irginia. who migrated 
I,. 1'::~'n\l1cky in ahout T 784 and look an acti\·e part in thc :,ti rring ~Ct'ne~ inci
dcnt a l t" Ihe ,..t'HIt·T11ell! o i till' st:l.te. Further resea rch dctermine,.. till' lac I 
lhat tile "rig-inal progenitvr,.. of the Early iamily in .\111l'rica ",,"ere .krl'llliah 
and \\"i1lia1T1. From thest" t\\"l' brothers ba\"(' sprung Ill(' diffen'nt lIlCl1lhl'r:< oi 
the family. mal1\" oi whom han' :lchicn'd iame, ITOI only ill ci\"ic afiairs unt 
ill tilt' pl1rstlil oj war. Gen. Julm\ Early, of Cidl-\\"ar iamc, was a direct 
de,..ecndalll "i ,krcl11iab Early. 

Th.: iather "I Char!c", L. Early \\·a,.. tilll'cn years 01 age \\·hen the i,tlnily 
remo,"c{l irom l\.e11l11l'ky Iv Ohio, in the year JR3:i, and Uecame OI1C 0 1 the 
piollecr iamilico; lli the state which has l"011IriuIHed her SOilS and daughters to 

the lIpbuilding Qj many of lhe greatest \\·estern cOTlllllonwealths, Da\·id \\". 
lived toa good old age and died in 1 9o..~ at his Brown COllnty home. His wiie 
was Sa rah Jane Hook. a nati\"t~ oi -'"\dams COUlll}", Ohio, and who was reared 
on the fa rm adjoining Ihat of Ihe Earl~:s. She was born in the year 1824 and 
\\·a s deceased in 1885. They rcared a family of four ;.:hildrcn: J ohn Quincy, 
who resi Jcs on the old home!'tead in Brown county, Ohio; \\"alter lJa\"id. de
ceased i Charles Lee, oj whom we arc writing: George ."\ndrc\\"" an agricul
turi st ill Brown county . Ohio, 

Cha rles Lee Early was reared to young manhood 011 the iar111, His 
prill\ary Sdlllolil1!;!· \\"a~ uhtained in lht' di st rict !Ochool ITvt ia r .Inull the old 
homestead. Being alllb i ti vtl~, he e1llered the Ohio \\"esll'yan t"nin:rsit)" at 
Dclallare, Ohio, and al~o :'tlld ied ill the DentOI1\'ille ;\ orTllal Collegc. por a 
perill/I oi th ree yt'ar:, hc lollo\\"ed tht' proit·ssion of tt"ach ing" ill Bn'\\·Tl and 
"-\tla1ll~ cV!1Iltic~. Ohio. Bclit'\"in;; that the \\'('St offere-d a helter amI mnrc 
prvlifiC fidd fur the \·xerci,..e oi hi .~ lal(,11Is. in th e yea r I~i(' he ca1lle 10 Io\\"a, 
ti r ~t local ing- ill ~ac City. \\·here he t:Hl.ght ~{"hool f()r une (t'l"111 ill Clilltol1 

(23) 
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township in tile winter oi 1876. The iollowing year he was employed in the 
Sac (ounty Bank, one of the pioneer banking institutions of the city. H e ser ved 
as Jeputy (ol1nty trea~\\rer irom [878 to ,882. incJusil·e. He then jon ned a 
pa rtner.-: hip wi th I'hil Sc ilaller for the purpose o i conducting a real estate and 
loan bu~ine.-;s. the firm I~ing knOII·n io r a period o f six years as Schaller $: 
Ea rly. It is .. aid that this firm accompl isht'd a great deal in the promotion o f 
the settlement o f Sac county and assisted many farmers in vnrious ways 
through the Irolibh:~()ll!e times incident to the settlement o j the county. 

)'lr. Early l\1r11ed his attention to cil·ic affairs and. in the fall of 1888. 
was elected clerk of the district court. in which office he served the people ably 
and well for iour year!'. This did not seem to be sufficient reward for his 
attainmcnt :,. and in the iall o i 189.1 th~ people o i Sac county sent him to the 
state capital tv sit in the halls .of the state Legi slature. He was re-elected to 
this illl]J()rtallt oftice for the ~ el·oT1l1 ter111 and ~e r vec1 in the ses!'ions of [894 
amI 189(1. ami al.-:o dur ing thc extra "'l'=,sion o i 1897. It is to :\Ir. Early·s 
credit that wh ile ill the legislalin~ body a~ a member he carciully looked to thc 
inlen.:!'-ts 01 the people and his l·onstitt1ellt~ . 

. \ite r ~efl·ing in the Legisla ture he agai n turned his attention tu the real 
('state alld I. Jail h\lsine~s. being rel\"ankd wi lh hi s lIsual SllCl'6S unt il hi ~ ap
pointment as po~ttl1a::'ter o i Sac City in 1<)06 under President Roost',·clt. He 
was reappf!imed in 191 0 . amI at thi~ writing is sen·ing hi s :>econd term. His 
l·arecr ill hi~ oftlcial capaci ty ha!-\ ju:'titit.'ti the con tidence reposed in him by the 
g()\·t.'r11111l:11t and hi s ir iend.., and felloll" l·i tizens. At no time in the hi story oi 
the ]lo:'tofticc in Sac l ity has the oftice recei\·ed greater \1ndi\·ided attention and 
been mure ably conducted than du ring :\Ir. Early's regi me. :\I indful o f the 
fact that land is the basis o f all values and that nothing is more valuablc than 
n:al est::tte ownership. :\11". Eady has al·quired three hundred and twenty acres 
o f e;..:cc1lell l land in his home coullty. and is also tht: owne r of a hali section 
of land in \""Mth Dakota. He has one o f the tinest hOllies in the city which 
he has rccelltly remodeled and pruI·idcd with ac(e$Suries tur the indulgence of 
his hohby. if it can be c:'I lled !'uch. For. be it know n. like man y other suc
l'cssful men. he ha;; neler neglt·cted to folio\\" up the de,·elopment of mind 
cOllllllcnced ill his y()unge r day~. )'lr. Early i~ :'In amateur ast ronomer of 
knOWll ability and attainllll·nt s. For years he has sh1(lied the heavens i rom 
a !'cientiti.c point o f \·ic\\". He ha~ prohably the only pril·a tdy ef\uipped ob
servatory in western Iowa. and it is sa id that he loves nothing better than to 

ensconce himseli in the glass enclosed chamber erected on the rooi o i his 
dwelling and spend hours in gazing th rough his telescope and making obsen·a· 

li ons of the heavenly bodies. 
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:\Ir. FA-rh" I:' a man oi cOIl:,idcrahle im"enti'"e ability and the presl'nt-day 
.. dding \llachine~ are constrtlcte-d along lines originally designed by hin\ about 
1882. "-\t that l ime he periected a 11100el embodying thl' essential feattlrc:, of 
the machine and file<.l a cawat in tht: patent office. but unfortunately permitted 
this 10 lapse. and tim.; In:'t thl' recognition descrved. though it is quite gen
erally known anlllllg thu,..e direl"tly tntl.'rcsled that his genius concci\"('d the 
pfllllary idea . He daim:, tn be the or iginal im·cntor of the adding icature 
"i all thl" 11I'l(k'rn adding I])at"hines. His il1\·eI1t;on proyided ior 3. han k of 
l'i~llt~ -"nl" kt'b ;uni till: add ing \\'(1" automatic the same as the C(,llltVllleter. 
He mah'~ 11,' daim 10 inn:nting the printing and listing featurl' ~ oj Ihe 
prC~l'llI day adding machines. I 

:'Ilr. Early i~ a director in the Sac Coullty Stah' Ga nk. one of the str')[lg
l·~t financial in~litl,titJm in \l"est('rn ] (l\'·a. He has had con:;iderahle hanki ng 
expl"rience durin).:' his career. ha,·i ng at one time. fmm ISS:? to 1884. operated 
a hank in thl' wwn o f Schaller. Iowa. in panner:oh ip with Phi] Schaller and 
,,"hich \\"3.S Imown as the Schaller & Early Bank. During hi s residence 
in Schaller he had consiclerable to do in thl" upbuilding oi the new Ilmllicipa!ity. 
taking an acti\·e part in the incorporation of the town and being one o f the 
prim .- m(l\·er~ in planning the towll and arranging the ]It'rspectin' "j the 
heamiful city park of which e,"ery resident of Schaller is exceedingly proud. 
He is promi nent in ?\las(lIlic circles. being a member of the Sac City Blne 
Ludg(' . .-\ncicllt Free and Accepted Masons. holding a mem.bcrship in the 
rhaptcr amleollllllandery in Sac City. and yaluing \"cry highly hi s mcmhership 
in the :\lystic Shrine oi Des :\I oi nes. 

:\lr. Early' s home life ha:i been a happy one in many ways. In Jlll1{" 

1888. he was wcdded to .-\gnes Waddell a native of \Visconsin and the daugh
ter of Christopher \\"addell. To them were born two children: Ruth I. .... 
graduate of St. Catherine's College of Davenport. Iowa. and Esther Early, 
who is dece3!':cd. 

A5A PLATT. 

To the mind oi the historian and biographer the term "pioneer" appeals 
with an irresistible force and emices il1\"e!':tigation which latter-day annal~ do 
1)"\ re<p"l"e. ~\lt"h inn:!':tigati vn i~ pn,dllrtiyt' <,i a wealth oi hi~t'.ri\.·:d 11lil

terial which appeal:i to the general reader a :i no other inscribed records pre
::.ent. T o his mind. to ha,"e been a pioneer and one o f the great and noble 
army of men wh("l have created a wealthy and pro"permls ne ighhorh<'041 1'1lI of 




