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Standard Form For Kembers of the Legislature 

BERRY, 
Heflrlj 

W(iliam) 

Name of Repre.entative __________________________ :Senator ________ _ 

,LL.-I'0l./.;io !,,/ d.a-/ ~/IY&H'.:;z;.;,/ 

1 . Birthday and place 23 October 1849. Cass Co .• Ill. 

2 . Harr i age (8) date place 
Alice M. Barker (1853-1928). 22 May 1875 . Indianola, Iowa 

3 . Sign i ficant events for example : 

A. Business lawyer. farmer 

B. Civic responsibilities ____________________________________ _ 

C . profes8ion __ ~fa~rm~e~r~ ________________________________________ __ 

4. Church m.mbership __ ~M~e~t~ho~d~i~s~t~E~p=is=c=o~p~a~l~ ________________________ __ 

5 . Sessio ns served 26 &; 27GA, 1896- 1900, SD 11. Warren & Clark Co. 

6 . Public Office. 

A. Local 

B . State 

C. Nati onal 

7. Death 25 March 1923. Indianola; heart failure; bur Indianola 

8 . Child r en Don 1. Berry (8 Oct. 1880-1 NOll. 1974 (publisher; farmer) 

I .... 

9. Names of parents Bemj amin C. Berry {1823- 1894; Isabella (Isabel) Van Ea t on 
(1839-1909) 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.

county s chools ; Simpson College 10 . Bducation' ______________________________________________________ ___ 

11, oegrees ____ B_'S_,_;_M __ , S_, __ 1_87_2 ____________________________________ ___ 

. . . Grandfa ther William S. Berry, from 
12. Other applicable Information Vir!;inia (IH!'eeeely Grasge Ce.) . HalO .oldier 

in War of 1812 ; moved to Cass Co., Ill . 1833. Of Welsh lineage . Fa ther Benjin C. moved t o 
Iowa in 1869, farmed until retirement, on Warren Cu . Bd Sups ; Capt. Cs};), 104 III Vol Inf.; 

served 3 yrs in Civi l War 
W. H. was 011 faull until c. 1869. Aite!: graduat ion frem 6impssR e t.l:uUeQ 1an'1;U:h J H. 

Hwnsweaon in Indianola; admit ted to bar in 1873 and was partner with Henderson for many 
year s . His law firm cOllsiuued th!:ough :!Iueee:!lsive partnerships ts tRS prQSQAt . 

He was Mason. Odd Fellows ; Ancient Order Uni t ed Woodmen; Gr ant Club (Des M) ; Loyal 
Leauge of Iowa, Iowa State BoH A:!Isu . 
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· . 

:tork/ 

Sources Log For Legislation Intriel 

Applicability 

Source Hon Applic able Applicable Information obtained 

Stork!.Cl inian. Legislators x 

Indianola Record . Wed. 18 Mar 1923,plco13 x 
Indianola Cemeteries (1879) p. 67 x 
Martin , Hist of Warren Co , 18 1908 x 
Warren Co. Genal. Soc. Hist Warren Co . 1987 

obit 
burials WH, Don & w~ves 
at 406 
nothing added 

Warren Co , Bicentennial Carom .; Warren Co . Marriages 1849 1900 
at 44 ; marr. WH 

Warren Co, Geneal . Soc, ; 
x 

Cemetery & Death Records 
x 

of Warren Co. Ia 1980 
399 Benj C. 
426- I sabel 
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HISTORY 

OF 

WARREN COUNTY, IOWA 

FROY ITs EARLIEST SETTLDfEXT TO 1908 

BY REV. W. C. MARTIN, D . D. 

I LLGSTRATED WITH PORTR.\ITS A:\'O VIEWS 

With Biographical Sketches of some 

Prominent Citizens of the- COImt.\'. 

TH:E S. J. CLARKE PUBLISHlI'l"G CO. 
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Politically Mr. Pearsoll is a Bryan delUocrat, aud keeps well informed on 
the questions and issues of the day. He has served as sehool trustee and as 
a member of the scbool board, but has never sought office . The cause of edu· 
cation, however, finds in him a warm friend and an eli'ectitve champion of its 
interests. Socially he is conuected with the Indepcnd(,llt OrtIer of Odd Fellows, 
has served through the chairs of the Ilidiauoia ludgt· and is now a past district 
deputy. His entire life has been Je\'oleJ ttl fHt'lnillg, yet ill his t·hmwn 
field of labor he has displayed ell~rg'y 8!1ti aloilit,\' that han· Ilul.tle him !lnl! of 
the prosperous citizellS of the community. 

WILLIA~1 H. BERRY. 

William H. Berry, whose life record is reg,trued as a valuable asset iu the 
history of the bar of Iowa, has for more than Ii third of a century been nUIll
bered among the practitioners at Indhllloia allli ha.,> ... asily tliken rank with its 
foremost representati\-es, He was burn ill Cass C"Ullty, lllinois, October 23, 
1849, a son of Benjamin C, Berry (UHj ({ gl'andsoll of William S, Berry, The 
last named, in ItlJ3, removed with his family from rirginia to Illinois, settling 
in Cass COUllty, where he l'utercd laud frolll the gon:rnmclH and also pun,hast:ll 
land, 0nly the year before had the U1a<.:k Hawk " 'ai' ul'<.:ul"red aud great sec
tions of the state were still uninhabited by the whit e lUau, whilt: other districts 
gave but little evidence that the seeds uf o.: i\"ilizat ivil had been plalltt:d, Hell
jamin C. Berry was a native of Yirgiuia , probalJl~" uf Orange cuunty, aud th ... 
family is of Welsh lineage, That th ... early representatives of the llame in 
America came here ill eolonial days is indil' at,'d by the fact that William :::i. 
Herry was a soldier of the war of 1812. 

Benjamin C. Berry was but a uoy when his parents removed to l lliuois, 
and there amid the wild sceucs of frontier lilL' he was reared. In lS6!:1 he 
came to Iowa with his son, William H. Berry, and settled ull the farm whieh 
he had purchased neal' Indianola. There he res ided until two years pr iot· to 
his death, when he retired from att h· ... , business life aud took up his abode in 
Indianola, where he l'emained uutil called to the home beyond. Hi~ widow 
still resides there. She borE' the maid l'u nante of lsabdla rau Eaton. and is a 
daughter of Joseph and: .:\Iarian Vall Eaton. :-:ihe lust her Illother wheu only 
four or five years of age, and her fathe r died ill 1$$U. Benjamin C. Berry was 
au enterprising farmer and good husiness man and bore an unassailable reputa
tion for commercial integrity. The :'<lethodist Episcopal church found in him 
a most devoted and zealous memll('r. and for many years he served as chairman 
of its board of trustees. His early political allegiance was given to the whig 
party, but being thuro\lghl~' in sympathy \I"itlt thl' prim:ipl('s which ga"e rise 
to the republican party. hI' j oined its ranks 0 11 its ol'ganizlltinn and continued 
tu march uudl·r its hanners during thl' relllainder of his lifl'. HI' was a member 
uf the hoard of sltpt'ry i ~nr" anti ad f' d as it s dlairman. . 
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At th e time of the Civ il war ilcujamiu C. lien)" espoused tbe union cauae, 
cuiisting un the 15th of Augu!;\, 186~, as a meillber uf tile One Hundred and 
Fourteen th lll illois Yulullteer lufuutry. l~e \\"l'nt to the fruut with Comptmy D 
aUtl fur three yean; ddelHled the stars ami stripes, ot!illg Illustered out in 
_'larch, 11;165, He hali I) r~ulliz~·d the cu mpauy at ,'jrgiuia, Illinois, aud was 
elected its cliptaiu. At lhe l iuH' he \nls lllusten:J out, however, he had been 
disableu hy a gUllshot \\"Ouml in the wrist Hud had ro..'sigucu his commission. 
F ur Sullie lillie 011 <l.ctin.! duty. II(' participated ill the sicge of Vicksuurg, in the 
hattles of :\u.shv ille, Gunll)\I' l l ,Iud T updu. ,wd III till' lasl uaUied was wounded: 
lI e was also ill a numbcr of skinllJ:ihcs aud raid ,;, induding tbe raid. 011 J ack· 
';011, :'Ilisi'iisi'iippi. Throug-Ilout th", p"riud IIf his rl '"ldt·lh.:c ill Warreo county he 
was as loyal to thtl iuttlrt:st,; oL 10\'111 a.J\'auct' llIcllt cilld uutiullII.) progress as be 
wa. .. wheu Ill! followed the luttioll'S sta n ')" hallllCI' VII thl' hattldieh1s of the 
suuth. Hi" d eath occurrclllIlI tht' ot h Ill' April, 18!H. 

WiliialU n. licr!'y was reUl"I·d upuu the hOJll c fa r m /lut! attended the COUll· 

try schools. Through th e ., 11I1l1llel· JIIouths he worked ill the fields aud was 
cOli necteu with the lauon! o[ thc farm ulltil ahout t\\'tluty ,years of age, when, 
desirous of enjoying helh'r l·ducaliollal pri\' iil'g"s thall he bad hitherto reo 
ceived, he enh:reu l:)impson College ill 1867 anti was g-raduated in 18n, 
completing a s('ientioc coutsI.' auu wiuuillg the B. :'5. antI .\1. l:). degrees. De· 
fl·rmi ll ing upon u pl'ofl's.sional career, .\ Ir. Bc!'!"y took up the study of law 
with J. H. Helldersull us his prel·eptul·. <lilt! u(te]' thlll'oug-h preliminary reading 
was admitted to th e uar iu August. 187:( 011 tht, lst of l:)eptember he formed 
1\ partnership with Judge Hellderi'iOll allli thl' relat ion W~ maintained until 
LJel:emher 1. 18S;;, when tit " Juuge \\'3:; elevaTeu to tlJ(' bench. :'Ilr. Berry then 
prncticf'd a lone unlil Jauuary I, l ci~ti. wiU'1I Judge Ht'llderson resigned and 
Ihe old firm of Helldersoll & llerry WitS rcorgall izcd and maintained an exist· 
enee until August 1, 1901. Sin('e that time )Ir. Berry has becn alone in practice 
and bears the reputation of being a IllOSt suceessful law,yer. d evoting h is whole 
time and attention to hI S prof~'ssional duties. His practice is extensive and of 
an important character. He is remarkable alDong lawyers fo r the wide re
search aod provident care with which he prepares his cases, and at no time 
has his reading ever been confined to the limitations of th e question at issue. 
Combined with his legal l~al'lling are taet. patien"e and industry and he has 
moreover an analytieal mind whi "h f'nables him to rel:ognize the points that 
cOllstitute his case and to ~i\'e to each its due relative \'alue. 

On the 12th of May. 1$75. :'IIr. Berry was married to )liss Alice M. Barker, 
who was horn in Indianola. July 2.). 185:1. a daughtpr of ) Ioses R. aod Rachel 
llark£'r, who came to this city in 1851. her falher being one of the pioneer 
merchants here. :'1[1'. and :'Ill'S. Berry have bllt one child, Don L .. who was born 
October 8, 1$80, and is now fa rming Oil the Berr." homestead. which his father 
pu rchased. He '\'edded Bertha Sloan, of Dexter. Iowa , and they have ooe 
ehild, Thomas S. 

) 11'. and :'III'S. William H. Berry are memhprs of the :'Ifelhodist Episcopal 
('hur"h and they belong to that elass of citizens whose well known position 
in support of nil that t('lItts Itl "enrtit thi' ('ommnui ly in edllt'stiollal , social 
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and moral liut!s gives theDl r ight to rallk with the It'ading residents of In· 
dianola. 

Mr. Berry is a memuer of the :'Ilaso uic fr aterni ty, the Odd F ellows lodge, 
and the Ancient Ordt'l" of L'ui ted WOI'kmt: ll , and giVt's pulitical support to the 
republican pi!.rty. Il t! was a llI t! llluer uf the gent'l"al IIsse mbly of Iowa as rt'p' 
reselltativc ill the uPPt'1" huuse frum JaliulII'r I, 1:!!.H.i , unt il December 31, 1900, 
and as senator ht! left Ihe impress ,I f his in d i\'iduH l i l ~' UpOIl the lall"s cnactc\1 
during that pt!r iou <lIld Jabul'l·t! fUI" til<" inl'·I'I·,;ts <I f Iht! CUlU lUull\\'eahh, plae· 
iug the gl'neral g'ood lwfu l'e parti.~tlllsh ip and 1111" iuh'r t!sts uf the puulic lit 
la l'go:' IJci'UI"\' pCl"suuul lIggl'U llllizl'I II t!III, II" IwICllIg ... I" lh o.: v l'uut (:I u u uf 
lJt!s .:Iluines snd als .. 10 Ihe Luyal Lt'giull "j' I\lRa . II hih: ill mUl'e spl'citie all y 
prufessiuna l lines he is eu nnected wil h Ihe Im\"il Si nh! D,II' .\ ssuciatioIL ::5iul'c 
his adlllissioll tu th e uat' he has atleudl'd l'\·" I'.\" il' t"l n " f I'ourl with tht: t:X· 
cept ioll of Olle, when h is alJSl.'lle,' was IItl'aSilllj,'d by ill ucss. He is II vigilaut 
aud attentive ouserver ti l' lUeU aud \II"USUl' \,,, alit! is 1I0t OIlI ly well r l'uJ ill tlL e 
law but IIl lI'ays keep .... ahl'ellst wit h th,' I"'st thillkiug 1111 ' 11 011' the ag.' {'unt'l 'rui ng 
t ho!'ie 411('.'itiolls which lin of \' it<ll il IlPUI·11I1I,·,· III stnt ,· uud lIatiulI . 

A. 13. :'Ilcl.\iTOSH, 

::5pecifie recognit ion shoul d SIIl'e1 y he Ki\"'11 10 . \ . li, :'Ilcllltosh in the histu]'Y 
of Warrell CUUllty, fu r since p iolle t: r J ays he has resided with iu its borders 
and ill all acti \'e lJus iliess career has WUII s Ut-et"ss. He has beell ideutitit:tI 
lI'ith both merchalld ising alld i'arm iug although his real life work has heell 
ill agl'icultu ral l ines. As the years hUH pa~sl'd Ihe capalJlc Li irect iu n of his 
husiness a ffairs anu his illddaliga hle "IIC' I' goy h<l\'" wou him gratifyillg pros· 
per ity. It is uot aloue his SUett'S-". hull'e\'I.' I" . th'lt ent itles h im to the respecl 
aud admiration of h is fellow meu, 1'01' ill Olhel' lines hi s acti\'ities hu\'c benefit ed 
the communi ty. He has ht'ell e,~pt· o.:i n!l.\- gt'Ilt'I'lIIlS ill his suppurt of the .\Iclho· 
J ist Lieuomiuat iou ill building dl\lrdl l'~ ill th i.~ pal'l uf Ihe slale and at all times 
givt's his elldorse mt'llt to lIleasurl'S Hn t! 1Il0 \'t'HI,-utS \\'hich art! ca lculated 10 prH· 
Hlote the mal l.' rial , intelledllHI. so .. ial alld liIural ,llh' ulH'cment of the com· 
munity, 

:\11', l'tCcIntush is no'\' l iving n~ t i r,'d at \ t· "· \'i l·g ill ia. H is birt h uc<!u rl't'd 
in Taylor coun ty, Wcst Vi rginia. UctUht:I' :Jl . l.:fHJ . H is falher, 8l ijah B. 
:'Ilclutosh. pl'I)uubly a nati\'o;: of the Ohl l>ullliu i"IL \\'n" uf I .. ish desceut aud de· 
\'lIted his eut ire life to farllling. aud " 'liS ror mau,\' yt!81'S a J C\'uted mellI he r of 
Ih e :'If et hod isl Epi,;cop lt! thtll"l·h lIUJ tl il-" ill Ihut fa it h in West Virgiui a at th.' 
age of fifty years. Th c mother. Rrllt'{'(-;l (Sll,l'I'(,s ) '\Idnlush. was uorll in \'ir· 
giuia and d it!d in \relit \' irgiuia at IhO! ' \"' I'Y ndnlllt: l.'d agl' of cighty·si x yen rs. 
Th ei r falll i l ~' nmul)t' l"ed \well'(' l'i li ldrl'n. lIiu e of whom rt·a eht'li adult age. \\'hile 
fivtO' nl'e .~Iill liv ing. as f()ll o \\' .~: ~\ . IL "f rh is re\'iew; Ha llllah, t he w if<' of 
E. Frl'f'IIHIU. a ""sidl'nl uf \'1."\' \" il'),! illia: B"njlllllin ~ .. \l'h .. milk" s hi ... h01l1l" 111 \ 




