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. 1, JACKSON. why a short course is benet

: are ,qone of these reasoms lIs
. TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS. reverse Is true.
'Since our last issue the final call has come to a The teachings of such shc

' good staunch friend—Mr. C. W. Stewart of Clive} conducted from year (o year &

Towa, has passed away. Now there is not much Dractical. In arriving at thesc
" that is remarkable in the loss of a friend to the champion thqy have gathﬁered !
average person. It is something we have somehow lated experiences of farmers .
gotten used to cxpecting once in a while in our Well as an extenslve and the
buffeting with this old world—and when the Dberiments tried out to prove
wrench comes we feel it keenly—then brace up ular fact, or plan or method, 3
and go on, on, until it's our turn to be the victim have been carried on for yea
of the knockout blow and someone else's turn to teachings the student gets in
feel the wrench. ' tical way the experiences whi
' But the world cannot afford to lose men like Profitable in this state. What
: ‘Mr. Stewart—F¥armer Stewart, we called him; the tical? What evidence could
‘name suited him best—pleased Mim best. He was Gonditions vary in indlvidual
theé type of man who embodied the strong sterling in the main the pﬂnciples !
“qualities that proclaimed him a glant—made him 2nd all conditions.
far bigger in his simple country garb than the most But the facts which a stud.
bestarched, bepowdered, bewigged and begroomed part of the benefits of a sho
diplomat that ever walked the halls of state. He ting together with fellow farn
was a good friend—one of the kind that when he deal. Farmers do not get
grasped your. hand and looked into your face he helps keep a man out of a ru
made you feel that he had faith in you—made you er to realize the boundless po
stronger and better in yourself because, of that ing. It emphasizes anew the
Taith, and no.oné met him, knew him or associated ' ing and vindicates the truth o
with him, who failed to come under the influence ing of the father of our coun:
. of his strong championship of right. - ton—*“Agriculture is the most
Yes, and what an enemy he was—the heg~tiesy L[ul and most noble employme:
" kind of an enemy! When you locked horns you .
might as well decide that justice was going to be T~ ; ‘
done—and done it was. During his lifetime he was EXTRAVAGANT POST OFF1
- called to affairs of moment in both this and other The president has recently
states. In them he was a power for good, a defend- rate of postage be raised so a:
“er of uprightness that was pleasing to mark. But 4ate the deficit in the postal r
these things were not to his liking—instead of be- Paper suggests that much of tI
ing elated over the fact that he represented his 1§ in carrying®@he rural routc
district in legislatures, he rarely ever referred to De 2 great saving to lop them
it—but if it was the subject of good farming his trenchment.
eyes took on a new twinkle and he was eloquent at -Of course as publishers we :
once. A great student himself, his dairy farm was ested in the matter of 1io§tage‘
. his dellg‘ht He put up the first silo in Polk county, to see any back steps taken i
was ajways interested in every experiment for the rather would have’ the goverr
betterment of farming and dairying, ever ready to travagance where it is to be
promote the .cause of advanced agriculture—even ment might install more bus;

M-wm_tireless in-the-interests of his friends. He lived {ts management; particularly

near to nature—nurtured those rock-ribbed princi- ments to railmds f.or carrying
ples of character that lead a man not very far mercial concern would get o1
from his  God—and he passed on after a quick trumpets and sound signals
illness, almost with a nod and his old-time smile petitive bids for pe'rformlng
—that seemed to mean *all’'s well”—and all is is exactly what the postoffic
well, Tt always is with a man like this. The world They give notice that the mai

- -pulls-heavily on everyone. °'Tis said that most any- during a certain period. whicl

. one can.go wrong, but it takes a strong man to .basis of the contracts to be le
80 r!ght—-and its true. ‘The character asserts it-. ‘The rallroads and . steamships,
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“that flourished not' in the path of righteousness
seem worth while We will miss him sadly.  His

will miss him too. Ke had a pecnliar hold on every

meader of this paper for. he ‘was a brother—in-law ,

-of our own. Clarkson of (/ﬁ‘ time Register and ag-
ricultural pioneerism in Jowa—one whose kind the
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We have no hesitancy in sm

:J_begin in congress and- the w:
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The prejudice whic’h “at one Hme existed ~against . .

a farmers’ institute or a short course is fast dis-
appearing. The value of their . teachings has been

80 generally demonstrated on hundreds- of farms .

of this state that there is not much argument left

-government by pa.ying postax
This would be’ fair to thﬁ ‘tz
From ‘the
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postoffice department for twe
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If it were true that 'the teachings of a short
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- advocates of new methods in farming are chasing
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plow, even .then there are plerty of reasons left
rt -But the facts '
~are ,none .of these. reasons ls true, but rather the

why a short course is beneficial.

reverse is ‘true.

The teachings of. such short courses as those
_conducted from year to year at Ames are intensely

practical. In arriving-at these methods which they
" champion thv have gathered together the accumu-
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course or-an ‘Institute were impractical, if it were the public business.‘

true that a man can learn all on the farm that is
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Stephen R. Mishkin

P.O. Box 546
Olympia, WA 98507
360-459-8771

March 23, 2004

State Historical Society of Iowa
600 E. Locust
Des Moines, IA 50319

Dear Sir or Madam:

I am writing an article on 19th century Wyoming law. William Hale and Charles W. Stewart were
Iowans who arrived in Wyoming in 1882. Hale served as Governor of the Territory from 1882 - 1885,
and Stewart went on to practice law and hold a number of Territorial posts. Does the State Historical
Society of Jowa have any information on either man? Here are some background details on each:

William Hale:

He was born in (New) London, Henry County, Iowa, November 18, 1837.
He studied law and practiced at Oskaloosa, Iowa.
In 1858 or 1859 he moved to Glenwood, Iowa, and practiced law there. His law firm was called
Hale & Stone. John Y. Stone was his partner.
e He served in the general assembly of Iowa during the 11th and 12th sessions, acting as speaker of
the house during most of his second term.
e He was a presidential elector for Iowa in 1868.
He was appointed Governor of Wyoming by President Arthur on July 18, 1882.
His son, Archie, lived in Des Moines for many years.

Charles W. Stewart (often referred to as C.W. Stewart):

He lived in at least three Iowa towns: Iona; Indianola; and Des Moines.

e His father was Mr. Henry Stewart, "one of Iowa's most respected men," according to The Iowa
State Register.
John Stewart of Des Moines was his brother. John died on May 24, 1886.
He married Miss Mary Peters of Des Moines in 1885.
Unclear whether he was a lawyer in Jowa before moving to Wyoming. My guess is that he was
not. -
He may have moved back to Iowa in 1888 or later.
He formed a new law firm in Cheyenne in November 1886 with Iowans Colonel Bryan and G.W.
Seevers. Seevers had been a member of the Indianola bar for 20 years.

Please let me know whether you need any additional details. I can be reached at the above phone number
or at smishkin@reachone.com. I have enclosed a check for $10 to cover the first 30 minutes of research.
Please let me know whether you need additional time, and thus addmonal money. I appreciate your
assistance, and look forward to hearing from you soon.

Sincerely, g

Steph R. Mishkin

;, Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.
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Conzett, of Dubuque; Hugh M, a resident of Excelsior Springs, Missouri; and

- Edith, the wife of V. E. Conzett, of St. Paul. The grandchildren are Harold, Ray-

mond and Margaret Corrance and Donald Conzett.

Mr. Corrance was active in the welfare of the city and several times served as

alderman, exercising his official prerogatives in support of various measures and
movements for the public good. He always gave his allegiance to the republican
party and was a close and discriminating student of political problems. He was
prominent in financial circles as president of the Building & Loan Association for
several years. In fraternal circles he was known as a faithful representative of the
Odd Fellows and the Knights of Pythias and his religious faith was manifest by his
membership in the. Westminster Presbyterian church, in which he served -for thirty

- years as elder, at all times guiding his life by its teachings and endeavoring always

to extend its influence and promote its growth.

CHARLES W. STEWART.

Many men win respect but few intrench themselves so deeply in the affections of
their associates as did Charles W. Stewart, who passed away in Polk county,

January 14, 1910. In early manhood he had prepared for the bar and practiced

successfully until failing health caused him to abandon active work in the courts
and seek the benefits of outdoor life. He had been reared to the occupation of
farming and at that time he returned to agricultural pursuits, becoming owner of
four hundred acres of valuable farm land in Polk county. He won success in
business, but it was not this which endeared him so closely to his associates. It was
his genial manner, his kindly disposition, his cheery smile.and his cordial and hearty
hand grasp. His life record, therefore, Iwill prove of interest to many who
knew him. .

He was born in Hendricks county, Indiana, June 10, 1851, a son of Henry and
Ruth (Gray) Stewart, who were also natives of that state, where they resided until
1868 and then came with their family to Iowa, settling in Polk county. The father
made investment in land and began farming, which he followed continuously until
he retired from business life at a ripe old age. His remaining days were spent in
the enjoyment of well earned rest in Des Moines, and he there passed away in
1907, at the age of ninety-two years. His widow still survives him at the advanced
age of eighty-seven and is a resident of Des Moines, where she is widely and
favorably known.

Charles W. Stewart spent the first seventeen years of his life in the place of his
nativity and after coming to Iowa with his parents at the age of seventeen continued
his education, which had been begun in the public schools of Indiana, in the Baptist,
now Des Moines, College. He entered upon preparation for the bar as a law student
in Simpson College and was graduated therefrom with the class of 1873. Soon
afterward he went to Wyoming and during a part of his residence in.that state
he was private secretary to Governor Hale, who was then the chief executive of the
territory. Later he became first deputy auditor under Perry Smith, territorial
auditor, and held the same position under'Auditor Grant. Subsequently Mr. Stewart
became a partner in the law firm of Bryan, Seevers & Stewart at Cheyenne, his

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of low:
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associates being the late Colonel P. Gad Bryan and George W. Seevers, the latter

- now a prominent attorney of Oskaloosa, Iowa. After practicing in that connection
for a time Mr. Seevers retired from the firm, as did Colonel Bryan, and Mr.
Stewart afterward followed his profession independently until 1890, when because
of impaired health he abandoned active law practice and returned to Polk county,
where he purchased a farm of four hundred acres. His remaining days were devoted
to general agricultural pursuits and he called into play the experiences of his early
boyhood and the knowledge that he had acquired while assisting his father. His

~efforts were attended with success, and from his rich and valuable farm he annually
gathered large harvests which brought to him a most substantial income. Scientific
methods were employed in the further development and improvemeﬁt of his farm,
which he made one of the attractive properties of Polk county.

On the 22d of October, 1885, Mr. Stewart was joined in wedlock to Miss Mary
E. Peters, a daughter of John and Rebecca (Van Sickle) Peters, who were natives
of Pennsylvania and Illinois respectively. John Peters came to Iowa in 1854,
locating four miles east of Eldora, where he entered a tract of land which he cleared
and improved and where he carried on farming until the time of his death, which
occurred on the 5th of October, 1898. The demise of his wife occurred on the 16th
of May, 1886. Mrs. Stewart was reared on a farm and obtained her early educa-
-tion in the district schools, while later she attended the high school at Des Moines
and also the Iowa Business College. By her marriage she became the mother of one
child, Genevieve, who was born on the 6th of January, 1887, and passed away on the
12th of July, 1888. Like her husband, Mrs. Stewart took an active interest in the
affairs of the community and for nine years served as president of Walnut Chapter,
Daughters of Ceres. She continued to reside upon the farm in Walnut township,
Polk county, until 1912, when she disposed of that property and removed to Des
Moines, where she now makes her home. She has a wide acquaintance in that part
‘of the state and her circle of friends is very extensive.

In his political views Mr. Stewart was a republican and did all in his power
to promote the growth and insure the success of his party which, recognizing his
worth and ability, made him its nominee for the state legislature in 1897. He. was
elected and made such an excellent record during his first term that he was again
chosen for that position. He served as chairman of the committee on agriculture
and did other important committee work, furthering the interests of his constituents
in as far as possible. He belonged to the Methodist church, of which Mrs. Stewart
is still a member, and his life was actuated by high and honorable principles and
worthy motives. ‘ ’ ’

Perhaps no better characterization of Charles W. Stewart can be given than
to quote the editorial comment which appeared in the Iowa State Register and
Farmer following his death. It read: “Since our last issue the final call has come
to a good stanch friend, Mr. C. W. Stewart of Clive, Iowa, who has passed away.
Now there is not much that is remarkable in the loss of a friend to the average
person. It is something we have somehow gotten used to expecting once in a
while in our buffeting with this old world—and when the wrench comes we feel it
keenly—then brace up and go on, on, until it’s our turn to be the victim of the
knockout blow and someone else’s turn to feel the wrench. But the world cannot
afford to lose men like Mr. Stewart—Farmer Stewart, we called him; the name’

suited him best, pleased him best. He was the type of man who embodied the
29

orial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library, Des Moines, lowa.




594  Iowa: Its History and Its Foremost Citizens

strong, sterling qualities that proclaimed him a giant—made him far bigger in his

simple country garb than the most bestarched, bepowdered, bewigged and begroomea t
diplomat that ever walked the halls of state. He was a good friend—one of the 2
kind that when he grasped your hand and looked into your face he made you feel v
that he had faith in you—made you stronger and better in yourself because of that il
faith, and no one met him, knew him or associated with him, who failed to come o
under the irfluence of his strong championship of right. Yes, and what an enemy he Y
. was—the heartiest kind of an enemy! When you locked horns you might as well in
decide that justice was going to be done—and done it was. During his lifetime he la
was called to affairs of moment in both this and. other states. In them he was a pi
power for good, a defender of uprightness that was pleasing to mark. But these re
things were not to his liking—instead of being elated over the fact that he repre- ar
sented his district in legislatures, he rarely ever referred to it; but if it was the th
subject of good farming, his eyes took on a new twinkle and he was eloquent at Ar
once. A great student himself, his dairy farm was his delight. He put up the g0
first silo in Polk county, was always interested in every experiment for the better- ad
ment of farming and dairying, ever ready to promote the cause of advanced " to
agricnlture—ever tireless in the interests of his friends. He lived near to nature—-
nurtured those rock-ribbed principles of character that lead a man not very far in
from his God—and he passed on after a quick illness, almost with a nod and his Fr
old-time smile—that seemed to mean ‘all’s well'—and all is well. It always is - ha:
with a man like this. The world pulls heavily on everyone. ’Tis said that almost Wi
anyone can go wrong, but it takes a strong man-to go right—and it’s true. The Ka
character asserts itself where the plaudits of the world, its pride, its personal
advancement, its call to fame—have no power. Its intrigues, its keenness, its wit
fascination of playing the game—make no impress, and only those old-fashioned anc
principles of homely love of neighbor,} of doing the daily tasks in humble paths, of his
helping the weak, of making stronger the strong, of combating everything along unl
the way that flourished not in the path of righteousness, seem worth while. We kin
will miss him sadly. = His occasional visits to the office were ever welcome. You
will miss him too. He had a peculiar hold on every reader of this paper, for he
was a brother-in-law of our own Clarkson of old-time Register and agricultural
pioneerism in. Iowa—one whose kind the world loses with reluctance.” If we were
to characterize Charles Stewart we would say he was a strong man in the highest
and best sense of that term—strong in his ability to plan and perform, strong in
his advocacy of what he believed to be right, strong in his honor and his good name. kno
' in t
- his
Iow
REV. THOMAS D. THOMAS. coll
, -whi
A life devoted to service for his fellowmen and crowned in large measure with ber
successful accomplishment of his noble purpose has caused the memory of the Rev vtvas
Thomas D. Thomas to be enshrined in the hearts of all who knew him. In his earnest tl.ﬁe
work in the ministry he was not denied the full harvest nor the aftermath of his ;l)lm
labors, for there are hundreds today who testify to the influence which he exerted s
over them, influencing them to adopt the high standards of Christian manhood. ' E}:l'
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CAPT. AARON M. LoodyIis was born in Rodman, Jefferson county,
New York, April 30, 1831; he died at Wyoming, Iowa, December 5,
1909. At an early age he removed with his parents to Medina county,
Ohio, where he resided until 1856, when he removed to Wyoming,
Jowa, engaging in the mercantile business. He enlisted for service:
in the civil war Aug. 9, 1862, as a private, but on the 20th of the
same month, he was elected second lieutenant of Co. K, Twenty-
‘fourth Iowa Volunteer Infantry. He served under General Grant
at the siege of Vicksburg, and -on the 11th of June, 1863, was made
first lieutenant. He was in the Red River Expedition and with
Sherman in the Shenandoah Valley. July 21, 1864; he was pro-
moted to the captaincy of his company, and continued in command
until the close of the war and his mustering out in August, 1865,
He served as a member of the school board of Wyoming, on the city
council, and as mayor. He was also for some time a trustee of
Lenox College. In 1895 he was elected to represent Jones county
in the Twenty-sixth General Assembly.

CAROLINE M. MaTHEWS, (wife of Governor William M. Stone,) Wwas
born in Coshocton, Ohio, about the year 1835; she died at the home
of her son, William A. Stone, in Caldwell, Idaho, January 7, 1910.
She came to Knoxville, Towa, with her family in 1855. In 1856 she
became the wife of William A. Stone, her father’s law partner,
During her husband’s public career few women in Iowa were bet-
ter known. Some time after the expiration of Governor Stone’s
term of office, the family moved to Marshalltown; then back to
Knoxville; to Washington, D. C., and finally to Oklahoma City,
where Governor Stone died July 17, 1893. She was buried at Knox-
ville, Towa, beside her husband.

CHARLES W. STEWART was born in Hendricks county, Ind., in 1851;
he died at his home near Clive, Jowa, January 15, 1910. He removed
to Towa in 1868. He attended the common schools, and the Baptist
College in Des Moines, later graduating from the law department of
Simpson College. In 1881 he removed to Cheyenne, Wyoming, where
he entered the practice of the law. He had charge of the auditing
and insurance departments of Wyoming for seven and one-half years.
He returned to Polk county in 1890, engaging in farming and stock
raising near Clive. He was elected to the legislature from Polk
county, serving in the twenty-seventh and twenty-eighth general
assemblies.

WiLLiam I. CHAMBERLAIN was born in Binghampton, New York,
March 24, 1846; he died at his home in Wyoming, Iowa, December 10,
1909. He attended the public schools and academy at Binghampton
until 1864, when he removed with his parents to Wyoming, Towa.
He studied law and was admitted to the practice in 1870. 1In 1880
he purchased the Wyoming Journal, which he continued to publi
during the remainder of his life. Aside from his work as a la
yer and editor, he held many offices of trust and confidence.

Source: lowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of lowa Library
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