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~~ 
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I!OGAR A. HARLAN, CURATOR 
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Fo•me- oooopohon .__..,.,., •• ;:!1~ ........ ... ~.... ~ 0.. 'It 
···=:;~~;;·<·~;!;l~~:t/~ .l!~/~~-d' ····· 
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if . 'l 
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Place of birth ... -----------~---,--~------------------------------ ............................ . 
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3. 

4. 
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1 .. 3. 

.... --------....... 

''> 
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--\-- -. 
'-""-~.:: 
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16. Placeofdeath---·····---~---························-············------··-·-·····--································-································--····················· 
17. Date of death ............. ~-------·--··---------··-----~---- ......................................... _ ............... .............................................................................. .. 

~, . 

::~~===~ =~ 
,. O«opoUoooff•<•<' J/..:2~-~u~chi:f-~-~ _ Y-: ~\ -
20. FoUMo<deooomeofmHhod~~;;z ..................... :ei!_aLu:;;Q 
::: ;;;~:;;;;~:~~i{~~~~~~ 

~K- , 
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~/l'~h ............. ·········~-.... --~ --~- .. _ ............ ~-·(5""""' ·.·t:J' 

J/1. v t ~- ......... fo-r ......... -~-J 
~~f(J_'},- !;f.t!_i9.,.. . . . .. .... .... I ' ···· p .. *~---·• 

25~. D~tourtru!fte£&n;&;~' religl.ou•an_(l:.e;c;z,r•';!;'~t;~e r 
, , --

v~:~· ... ................. . . 

'~ :·:: .... ~~aX,~ ,~ .. - : ............................................... . 
"· • •<'•••dooom,.oUoo 'fooy ................................... ·--~~ 
28 Religious preference if non•affiliated with a denonoination -~~--: .. :::·::··:::.:::::::::::::::::·:.:.~~~-- .......... . 

29. Member of what .soc-ieties or ass"uciations of learning ........ ----• . -=-·-'""" ______ ------- ___ --------- __ . .JI!'; __ ··------ ___________________ _ 

30. "'W'd who< •«~• ·~""""""'• ~"h o " ;" offlw ••••· wu• do<•• -t?- 4;..1:.~.~ , ...... . 
~~_:·~~~-JtUt~ ~·.)U_rji{l,~]/f:,..~Ji.~ ~~ 
~~--~ , , ,.· 

::~;:;:;; .. ~;;~i~~~~~ 
~ ~~f""e/ ~":~~ ~. 'b ft~~-.... ::: /1M 

33. ""'""' ., "'~··4 .. ()., ........ ........... ·-················1:1<1'~~£: ~1.(..,tf, 73' __ /cZ.~, f!'t;.' 
0 34. Enclose business card if pouible ......... - ·· ~---~-z--4-..:.---.--·--·-~-----··· -···· ···----·· ......... · -· ... · · ----------····-- · ····· 

35. Bncltue phatograph and autograph .. ....... ... J..t:!. .... ., ........ l: ............ { .. C~-~;.:.c/------------·--·--···--··· ----, ................... . 
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----------------------il·---------------
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5. 
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1, 1885, was united in marriage with Miss Bertha Bell at Wilton Junc­
tion, Io·wa. Mr. Venard is survived by six children, Arthur, of Tracy, 
Minnesota; Guy of Hawarden; Mrs. Harold G. King of Seattle, W~hing­
ton; Mrs. Willard T. Greene of Sioux City; Harry of Des Moines, and 
Mrs. Earl V. Slife of Hawarden. He· is also survived by eleven grand­
children and three great grandchildren, Mrs. Venard died on August 
22, 1936. 

Mr. Venard has lived in and near Hawarden since 1901 and took an 
active part in church, social, civic and poli,tical affairs of the community, 
county and state. He was a faithful me~er of the Methodist Church. 
He served for years as township clerk and later as assessor of the city 
of Hawarden and was an active member of the County Council of Defense 
and was active in Liberty Loan drives. In 1921 he was elected to repre­
sent Sioux county in the state legislature to fill the unexpired term caused 
by the death of D. 0. Stone and was re-elected in 1922, 1924, 1926 and 
1928, after which he declined to again be a candidate. He also served 
for a time as a Cigaret tax inspector in the state treasurer's office. 

Mr. Venard passed away at his home February 9, 1939. He was always 
held in the highest esteem by his friends· and acquaintances. To every 
task upon which he entered, he devoted sincere, conscientious service. 

Therefore, Be Tt Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Forty­
dghth General Assembly, That the state has lost a valued and beloved 
citizen, and the House of Representatives would tender, by this resolution, 
its sincere and heartfelt sympathy to the surviving members of his family 
in their. sorrow. 

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House, and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward 
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

M.D. VAN 00STERHOUT, 

L. 0. LAMPMAN, 
F. 0. HOCUM, 

Committee. 
Unanimously adopted, April ·12, 1939. 

HONORABLE C. E. WALTERS 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee appointed to prepare suitable resolu­
tions commemorating the life, character and public service of the late 
C. E. Walters, of Tama county, Iowa, begs leave to submit the following 
report: 

C; E. Walters was born in Toledo, Iowa, September 20, 1867, the son 
of William C. and Mary Reynolds Walters, and died on Friday, January 
6, 1939, death resulting from pneumonia. He received his early educa­
tion in the Toledo public schools, was graduated from Cornell College, 
Mount Vernon, in 1891 and from the University of Michigan law school 
in 1893. He practiced law ·in Toledo continuously from that year, with 
the exception of the years he was special assistant attorney general and 
judge. 
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Mr. Walters was married June 30, 1898, to Miss Pearl Reedy of 
Toledo. To them was born one son, Charles. Mrs. Walters died in 1911, 
and the son on November 23, 1925, at Talache, Idaho. On May 25, 1917, 
Mr. Waltars married Clara Burkhart ~Watson, who, with her son, Ells­
worth \Vatson, of l\1ih,·aukee, \Viscon~in, survives. Other survivors in 
the immediate family are two grandsons, Donald and Dudley \Valters, 
Amboy, Illinois, and a brother, J. P. \Valters of Toledo. 

Membership by Mr. Walters was held in the Toledo Masonic and Odd 
Fellow lodges, Scottish Rite Masonic and Shrine orders and the Meth­
odist church. 

Many earned and well deserved honors came to him in life. He was 
appointed judge of the district court in 1936. He was special assistant 
attorney general in the highway department from 1932 to 1936. 

He was Tama county representative in the Twenty-ninth General 
AsRembly, had served as county attorney of Tama county, was a mem­
ber of the Toledo school board for six years chairman of the Tama county 
defense council during the World war, and had been active in the promo­
tion of good roads. 

An important part was taken by Mr. Walters in drawing up the bill 
which created the State Juvenile Home, and he had a prominent part 
in the location of this institution in Toledo, an institution which has done 
much in the conservation of Iowa's dependent and neglected children. 

The1·efore, Be It Re-'ol?!Pd, by the House of Representatives of the Forty­
righth General Assembly, That in the passing of the Honorable C. E. 
Walters, the state~ has lost a valuable and honored citizen, and that the 
House of Representatives would tender, by this resolution, its sincere 
and heartfelt sympathy to his widew and the surviving members of his 
family in their sorrow, and 

Be It FuTther Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House, and that the Chief Clerk be directed to send 
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

RAPHAEL R. R. DVORAK, 

HARRY E. WEICHMAN, 
JOHN KNUDSON, 

Committee. 
['mmimonsly adopteil, Apl'il 12, 1939. 

HONORABLE ALFRED WENSTRAND 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare resolutions com­
memorating the life, character, and public services of the Honorable 
Alfred \Venstrand of Page county, begs leave to submit the following 
report: 

Alfred Wenstrand was born in Sweden May 13, 1855. He died at 
Essex, Iowa, on September 4, 1936, at the age of eighty-one years, three 
months and twenty-one days. He was survived by his wife, Christin 
\Venstrand, four sons, two daughters, and fourteen grandchildren. 
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being Hazel, who married Shepperd Owens and 
the-\·- liH at Omaha. Xebraska. and Lavan. who 
j, ~ traveling salesman. Lamar J. Duke was 
!.!raduated in the East \\'aterloo High School as 
a member of the class of 1912, and after clerking 
t\n• years in a grocery store he engaged in the 
in~urance business on a modest scale. From this 
inception he has developed the substantial and 
representative general insurance business now 
crmtrolled by the Waterloo Insurance Agency, of 
\\·hich he is the executive head, this agency being 
local representative of fifteen leading insurance 
c·r•rporations. 

:\Ir. Duke is a Republican in politics, he is an 
ar.:ti\·e member of the local Kiwanis Club, and 
hP is affiliated with the Masonic fraternity and 
the Benevolent and Protective Order of Elks. 
He was for two years president of the Waterloo 
<'hamber of Commerce. 

The year 1914 marked the marriage of Mr. 
I>uke to Miss Beatrice Ricketts, who was born 
in \V aterloo and who is a daughter of Albert B. 
and Lucy (Moore) Ricketts. Mr. and Mrs. Duke 
have one child, Virginia, born :\"ovember 12, 1917. 

CHARLES A. LAURANCE. Among the old-estab­
li~hed and reliable business enterprises of Cedar 
Rapids, none is worthy of greater recognition 
than the Laut·ance Press Company. This con­
cern was established under its present style in 
I 1-\!16, but really had its inception eight years be­
fore that time, when Charles A. Laurance, who 
had learned his trade at the case in a newspaper 
office, launched out into business on his own ac­
count with a partner. During his long career at 
Cedar Rapids Mr. Laurance has been identified 
with numerous public-spirited movements, and to­
day is accounted one of his community's most 
\·aluable and valued citizens. 

Charles A. Laurance was born October 28, 
11-155, in York County, New York, and is a son of 
Alexander and Eliza (Skinner) Lam·ance. His 
father was born in New Deer parish, Aberdeen­
,;hire, Scotland, September 30, 1821, and in hi~ 
youth was apprenticed to a wagonmaker in his 
native land. On August 17, 1833, he arrived in 
Quebec, Canada, whence he removed five years 
later to St. Johnsbury, Vermont, and in 18:{£J took 
up his residence in York County, New York, 
\'chere he worked at his trade as a wagonmaker. 
From 1846 until 1860 Mr. Laurance was identi­
fied with public affairs as a county official, serv­
ing as sheriff, constable, collector of taxes and 
deputy United States marshal, and in October, 
IRGO, came from New York to Cedar Rapids, 
where from 1862 until 1897 he was a publie office 
holder. He was city marshal during the dark 
days of the war between the states, and held that 
office until 1871, served as coroner of Linn Countv 
from 1868 until 1890, was for twenty years a 
member of the board of township trustees, for 
four years was assessor, and for two years was 
denuty United States marshal, but in 1897, be­
cause of failing health, was compelled to retire 
from public life. Mr. Laurance married Miss 

~liza ~kinner, a native of Washin 
.'\ ew 1 ork, whu d1cd m 1867 at C~on County 
:\It·. Lam·ann, wa~ a member of F~ ar Rapids: 
Striehan, Scotland, and Crescent L~~zer Lodge, 
A. F. and A. :\I., at Cedar Rapids. gH· No. 25, 
occ·urred February \J, IDOl. Is death 

Charles A. Laurance attended the ubi" 
and after graduating from high sch 11c schools 
prenticed to the printer's trade being ~0 ~as ap. 
years identified with the old ce'dar Rap?J ew,hteen 
Tintcs_, during six years of which per!oJ h eekly 
c.upenntendent of the c.:omposing room I e Was 
he embarked in the printing business ~n h ~ 1888 
account, under the style of Lauranc & Is own 
which since 1896 has been known as ethe -{;arr, 
ance Press Company, Inc., of which Mr L aur. 
is the president. This concern does. altuk~nce 
of high-class job printing and hookh" di_nds 
and has a large business in office suppl1· IU Itng, 

ffi · t t Th es, s eel o ce equtpmen , e c. e company now oc · 
th f. t fi f nr CUptes e our-s ory, reproo n. F. Severa Buildi 
at the southeast corner of First Street ng 
~ourth A venue,_ having moved from the old b ~Wd 
I_ng a~ 412-lfl First Avenue, which it had occuu\ d 
for mneteen years. The larger quarters anl·e 
stallation of new equipment will enable the 0In· 
pany to double its business. As a result ofc m-

. .h ~ cupymg t e new quarters all printing of the w 
F. Severa Company will be done by the Lauran · 
Press. . :\fr. Laurance is a member of St. Paul~: 
Methodist Episcopal Church, of which he has 
been a member of the official board for more 
tha_n f?rty years, Mrs. La_u~·ance also being very 
active m this ehurch .. P~l!ticall~ he is a RepubJi. 
can. He has been active m Scottish Rite Masonrv 
since HJ06, and has been musical director of th'e 
K. C. C. H. since that year, while Mrs. Laurance 
has been organist at the Scottish Rite Masonic 
reunions. Mr. Laurance is also a member of the 
Lodge, Chapter, Commandery and Iowa Consis­
tory, and of El Kahir Temple, A. A. 0. N. M.S. 
Mr. Laurance's hobby is travel, and he has made 
fifteen trips to Europe. 

On October 18, 1883, Mr. Laurance was united 
in marriage with Miss Jennie C. Price, daughter 
of E. G. Price, a pioneer of Linn County, who 
spent many years in agricultural operations and 
became one of the substantial men of his com· 
munity, and to this union there was born one 
son: Harry, who served as instructor at the 
Great Lakes ~aval Training School during the 
World war, and is now engaged in business at 
Cedar Rapids as a member of the Laurance Elec· 
tric Company. 

CHMtLES E. WALTERS. The Walters family 
were pioneers of Tama County, and the name 
has been a prominent one in Toledo for sixty· 
five years. The founder of the family was the 
late \Villiam C. Walters, business man, banker. 
leader in community affairs and politics. 9n~ 
of his sons, Charles E. Walters, has pract:r:ed 
Ia w at Toledo for over thirty-five years, an~ Jn 
his social and civic relationship has exemplified 
many of the characteristics of his father. 
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The late William C. Walters was bo_rn JuJy 
!3 1843, in Ohw and came to Iowa m 1 R64. 
Dt;ring his early years at Toledo he was a mer­
chant. Later he was pre;<ident of the Toledo 
Savings Bank and president of the Tama and 
Toledo Electric Light and Railway Company. In 
!912 the Iowa Railway & Light Company pur­
chased the property of this bank, but Ml'. Wal­
ters remained the active president of the Toledo 
Savings Bank until December 31, Hll !J, when he 
retired from active bu;;iness, and died February 
21 1920. He wa~ of German and Irish ancestry, 
th~ Walters famil~- having come to Ameriea in 
Colonial times, first settling in Virginia. \Vil­
liam C. Walters was a boy in Ohio during the 
Civil war, and he was called out as a home 
guard for an enlistment of ninety days during 
the Morgan raid thi'Ough the southern part of 
that state. He was a member of the )iethodist 
Episcopal Chui·ch; was active in Republican poli­
tics and in 1908 was an Iowa elector on the Taft 
ticket. 

William C. Walter~ married Mary H. Reynolds, 
whose ancestors were of Colonial and Revoltt­
tionary stock. Five of her ancestors were in the 
Revolutionary war and she has for a number of 
years been identified with the Daughters of the 
"'~ican Revolution. She is now eighty-six 

( ) of age and a resident of Toledo. Her chil­
\..,(are Charles E. and John P .• John P. Wal-

te_rs is division manager of the Iowa Railway & 
Ltght Corporation at Toledo and is vice presi­
dent and manager of the Central Iowa Telephone 
Co~a ,,,,_, 
' .. · , ,, · was born at Toledo, Sep­

tem er 20, 1867. His home town gave him the 
advantages of a public school training, supple­
mented by a college course in Cornell College at 
Mount Vernon, where he took his Bachelor's de­
g;e~. He then entered the law department of the 
Umversity of Michigan, where he was graduated 
In 1893, and since that year has been busied with 
a ste~dily growing and important general law 
Practice at Toledo. He has handled considerable 
work for corporations, and among others ads 
as .a.ttorney for the Toledo Savings Bank. In 
rohbcs he chose to espouse the allegiance of 
he J?emocratic Jlartv and in 1912 was Democratic no • b mmee for attorney general of Iowa. He has 

Teen cou~ty attornPy and was a member of the 
wenty-nmth General AssemblY in the Legisla­

ture. He has been and still i~ identified with 
:ost_of t_he important litigation and probate mat­. rs .m his section of the state and important leg-
1\at!On during and since his term in the Legis­
S~ Ure. Mr. \Valter~ is a membE•r of the Iowa 
se ate and American Bar Associations, is a thirty­
lll cond degree Scottish Rite Nlason and Shriner, 
a;d~hr of the I~depen?ent Ord;r of (')del Fellows 

H e M~thod1st Eptscopal Church. 
diede 1ma~ned Miss Peari Reedy, of Toledo, who 
uar' eavmg one child, Chade.s E ... Jr., born .Jan­
On Y 20, ~~98. "I.:_hi~ son pas,-ed away_ in ~!)213. 
Hhay 2a,, HI) i. :\h. \.\ alte;·s marnt>d. Cl~ra 
"__} eart Watson. H l'l' ~on, Ellsworth ( . \\at-

son. is a student in Cornell College at :\1ount 
Vernon. 

Mr. \Valtero: takes particular and justifiable 
pride in the part he has played in two acts of 
the Legislature: The first effected the pardon of 
\Vesley. Elkins, a boy of eighteen who had been 
sentenced for life but had shown great possi­
bilities in pursuing an education and has since 
fully justified the confidence of the Legislature in 
pardoning him. Mt·. Walters made a speech in 
his behalf, which apparently chang·ed the vote 
in his favor. 

The other legislation he was particularly proud 
of was the bill which he drafted to establish the 
State Juvenile Home at Toledo, on the old Clark 
College campus. This institution will affect the 
children of over aoo families continually and thus 
have a large part in the conservation of Iowa'~ 
great asset as represented in its dependent and 
neglected children. 

ARTHUR A. SOHNER is one of the influential 
executives in the field of insurance enterprise 
in Iowa, and holds the office of district manager 
for the Travelet's Insurance Company of Hart­
ford, Connecticut. His office headquarters are 
n:aintained in the building of the Russell-Lam­
,~on Hotel in the Citv of \Vaterloo, judicial center 
of Blackhawk County. · 

Mr. Sohner was born on a farm in East Water­
loo Township, Blackhawk County, Iowa, Decem­
ber 3, 1888, and is a son of Albert A. and Susan 
(Chapman) Sohner, the former of whom was 
born in a log-cabin home near Rockford, Illinois. 
:\larch 22, 1859, and the latter of whom was born 
in Clayton County, Iowa, a daughter of Ingle 
and Mat·y (Jellings) Chapman, who were pioneer 
settlers in that county, both having been born 
in England. 

Albert A. Sohner was a son of Paul Sohner. 
who was born in Ge1·many, April 6, 1827, and 
who was one of three brothers who came to tht> 
United States when young men. Paul Sohner 
continued to attend school in his native land 
until shortly before he became eligible for ser­
vice in the German army, when he severed the 
home ties and came to the United States. He 
landed in the port of .!'lrew York City, a stranger 
in a strange land and unable to speak the Eng­
lish language. He made his way to Rockford. 
Illinois, and there he was variously employed. 
There his marriage was solemnized and near 
Rockford he and his young wife established their 
home in the log cabin that figured as the bii·th­
place of their son Albert A. In 1864 Paul Sohner 
came with his family to Iowa and obtained a 
tract of Government land in what is now Ea;;t 
Waterloo Township, Blackhawk County, he hav­
ing purchased this land at $2.25 an acre. At 
thilt time Blackhawk County was in large part 
represented in unbroken prairie, with occasional 
tracts of timber land, and Waterloo was a village 
of about 1,000 population. Mr. Sohner reclaimed 
aEd developed one of the productive farms of 
the county, erected good buildings, and became 

Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa.




