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766 HISTORY OF WINNEBAGO COUNTY. 

_ _ ,1 

1'1 
Hiram K. Landru was a native of Nor­

way. ..While he was still a boy, his par­
ents emigrated to America, locating at 
Madison, Wis., where they remained for 
a number of years. In about 1863, he 
came with his parents to \Vinnebago 
county. Hiram was at this time about 
twenty-three years of age, and when he 
reached this county engaged· in farming 
for himself, two miles north of Forest City. 
in 1865 he enlisted in the United States 
service, in company I, 32d Iowa V ohm­
teer Infantry, and served till the close of 
the war. Returning from the service he 
engaged in the mercantile business at 
Forest City, continuing in this for nearly 
two years. He then sold out and pur­
chased a part interest in a steam saw mill, 

· which business he followed until being 
elected county auditor. He then sold his 
interest in the saw mill and devoted his 
time to the duties of his office. Mr. Lan­
dru was not a thorough bilsiness man and 
did not make a very efficient officer. Still 
he was well thought of and continued in 
office for six years. He remained about a 
year after the expiration of his last term 
of office, then went to Yellow Medicine 
Co.,Minn., where be was living in 1883. 

Eugene Secor was elected county au­
ditor in October, 1875, and re-elected in 
1877. 

Eugene Secor was born in Putnam Co., 
N.Y., May 13,. 1841. At the age of six­
teen, his father removed to Shrub Oak, 
\Vestchester county, where he grew to 
manhood, working on his father's farm in 
the summer, and attending district school 
in the winter. On arriving at the age of 

j twcnty-OJ.le, be went wes~, and located in 
Forest Ctty, Iowa, workmg at the ma~on 's 

trade summers and teaching school win­
ters. In 1864, he entered Cornell College, 
at 1\It._ Vernon, in view of a classical ed­
ucation, but his brother David having en­
li,.ted in. the war, he was called home to 
oversee his brother's business, and was 
appointed by him deputy treasurer and 
recorder of Winnebago county, and dep­
uty postmaster at Forest City, which 
position he held for a couple of years. 
In 1867 be was appointed deputy clerk of 
the district court, and in 1868, was elected 
cttstrict and circuit clerk, which office he 
he held for three successive terms, heing 
P.lected the last time without opposit.ion. 
In 1875 he was elected county auditor, and 
re-ele.cted in 1877, without opposition. 
In the proceedings to incorporate Foregt 
City, he was appointed one of the com­
missioners to call the election, and was 
elected its first mayor, and rc-eleotecl three 
successive times. 0~ retiriug from the 
office of mayor, be was elected to the 
town council, which position he still holds, 
thus having been identified with the city 
government from its organization. There 
is no person who has taken more inter­
est in the improvement of town and coun­
ty than :Mr. Secor. He is a member of 
the real estate firm of Secor Brothers & 
Law, n.nd also of the banking honse of 
Secors, Law & Plummer. In addition to 
this be fiuch time to oversee a farm or 
two, is engaged in fruit growing to Bome 
extent, and successfully manages the brg­
est apiary in the county. He is at present 
president of the board of education, and 
takes an active interest in school matters. 
In 1866 he was married to l\Iillie JH. 

i 
I 

Spencer, dangh ter of D:wid l\L Spencer, t 
a native of Ohio. Mr. and Mrs. Secor I 

I 
I 
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have had eight children, only three of 
whom are living-Willard, aged fourteen; 
Alson, aged twelve; and Sadie, an infant. 
Mr. and 1\fr. and Mrs. Secor are members 
of theM. E. Church. Mr. Secor came to 
this county without a dollar, in fact he 
borrowed money to come west with, but 
by industry, . energy, perseverance and 
honesty, has succeeded in obtaining a 
competency in this worlds goods, and is 
to-day one of the solid business tnen of 
the city. 

... 
Charles Isaacs was the next county au-

ditor, elected in October, 1879, and re­
. elected iu 1881 and 1883. 

Charles Isaacs is a native of Norway; 
born Oct. 1, 1849. In 1855 his parents 
came with their family to the United 
States, settling in Dane Co., Wis. Charles 
remained at home and attended different 
schools of learning, until 1872, when he 
came to Winnebago Co., Iowa, locating 
on a farm about three miles southwest of 
Lake Mills. He engaged in ·teaching 
school during the winters and in summers 
worked at farming until in 1875, when he 
purchased a farm and devoted his time to 
its improvement. In 1879 he was elected 
county auditor, and was re-elected in 1881 
and 1883. He was married in 1868 to 
Susan J orgens, a native of Norway, by 
whom he has seven children living-Em­
ma, Delia, Oscar, Alfred, Conrad, Rudolph 
and 'Valter. One son died aged six 
months. Mr. Isaacs is a thorough business 
man and is well qualified to fill the posi­
tion which he has held for two term~. 

lie graduated from 'Vorthington & 'Var-

j ncr's Commercial College, 1\Iatlison, \Yis., 
on l\Iay 3, 1872. He is a republican in 

politics; in religion a member ~f t}le Nor­
wegian Luth<=ran Church. 

TREASURER AND RECORDER. 

At the time Winnebago county was or­
ganized the duties of these two offices de- . 
volved upon one person. This continued 
in vogue untill863, after which au officer 
was elected for each office. 

The first treasurer and recorder was 
Charles H. Day, who was elected in 1857. 
In 1859 Philip Tennis was elected, but 
failing to qualify, .:\lr. Day held over till 
the next general election, when h~ was 
re-elected and again in 186 I. 

Charles H. Day is a native of Illinois. 
He came to Forest City, in 1856, from 
Owens Grove, Cerro Gordo county, bring­
ing with him a steam saw-mill, the prop­
erty of J. B. Long, judge of Cerro Gordo 
county. For a time Mr. Day was merely 
engineer and manager of the mill, but 
finally he purchased an interest and so 
continued to run it for about a year. 
'Vhen elected trcasurL•r and recorder he 
sold his interest iu the mill and gave his 
attention to his otlicial duties. After the 
expiration of his term of oftice he re­
mained only a short time, but soon went 
to :Mason City, Cerro Gonlo county, 
where he engaged in the mercantill~ lmsi­
ness. He continued in that about a year 
and a half, then suld out. lie is still liv­
ing in :'.I:l;;on City. l\lr. Day wa:o; a sharp, 
shrewd uu~incss man and is uow iu very 
romfort:1blc circumstances. 

In OctuLcr, lBti:J, David Secor was 
clcctl'd treasurer and recorder. During 
his term the oflices were separated and 
he was retained as treasurer, while J.P. 
Ganlner, i 11 1 Sli~, was elected t 
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opposition. In 1876 he was called to the office of county auditor and served for 

four years. He was also county coroner for two years and still higher honors 
awaited him in his election as a member of the twenty-ninth general assembly of 
Iowa, in which he served on several important committees. He was not a candidate 
for reelection. For many years Mr. Secor by appointment of the governor served 
as a delegate from Iowa of the Farmers National Congress. For six years he was 
a trustee of the Iowa Agricultural College and filled that position when it was 
an elective one by the state legislature. He was also a member of the board of 
trustees and of the executive committee of Cornell College at Mount Vernon, Iowa, 
for twenty years, and holds an honorary degree of M. A. from that institution. 
For fifteen years he served as a member of the board of education at Forest City 
and with the exception of one year was throughout that entire period president 
of the board. His public service has been of the greatest benefit. Thoroughly 
understanding the various duties that have devolved upon him, he has ever been 
prompt and faithful in their execution and at all times has been guided by the 
utmost spirit of devotion to the general good. He was for twelve years president 
of the 'Winnebago County Farmers Institute. In 1907 he was appointed by Pres­
ident Roosevelt to the position of postmaster of Forest City and occupied that 
office for five and a half years. He was a charter member of the Iowa Society, 
Sons of the American Revolution, and was at one time president thereof. 

All during that time that Mr. Secor served in these various positions of public 
honor and trust he also conducted a real-estate and loan business in Forest City 
and for the past forty years he has been widely known as a bee culturist, winning 
a world wide reputation in this connection. He now has, however, only about 
twenty colonies of fine, pure Italian bees. Such is his standing along this line that 
in 1893 he was appointed the aparian judge for the World's Columbian Exposition 
at Chicago, a fad indicative of his wide study and knowledge of the subject. He 
is a member of the North American Bee-Keepers Society, of which he was at one 
time president, while for seven years he was its general manager and treasurer. 
He is a regular contributor to various agricultural and technical journals on subjects 
relating to bee culture and other phases of country life, and his opinions have 
become accepted as authority. He possesses considerable literary taste and talent, 
and his writings on various subjects appear frequently in the city papers as well 
as in the local press. From his pen have also come various poems of worth. 
Another phase of his adivity has been in the field of horticulture, and that he has 
attained prominence and s~ccess in that direction is indicated in the fact that he 
has been honored with the vice presidency and presidency of the State Horticultural 
Society, of which he is now a direct0r. At the present time he is devoting his atten-

. tion most largely to horticulture, making a speCialty of ornamental trees and plants . 
He owns a fine tract of land adjoining Forest City and calls his place The Shelter. 
His home is a beautiful residence, in front of which is a miniature park, and it 
indicates his artistic perception and taste in the field of landscape gardening. He 
is now a director of the Farm Property Mutual Insurance Association of Iowa, 
having its headquarters at Des Moines. 

In 1866 Mr. Secor was united .in marriage to Miss Millie M. Spencer. who was 
horn in Milan, Ohio, January 29, 1848, and died April 29, 1912. They became 
the parents of ten children but only four suniYed the mother: Willard, who suc­
ceeded his father in the Secor Lmd Company of Forest City. and whose death 
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,l'n·ral town!->hip po~ition s and afh-rll'ard a ;, a Int·udwr of tilt· !'UUllt." board of 

~ UJ>nYisors for s ix yc ;.tr<;. during tin· years of which t ime Ill' was cl1:1irman. On 
the L>th ot April, l9J:l, hl' \\'as appointed h.1· Gon·rnor Clarke as a llH'll lhl'!' of tho: 

't:1tl' highway cownJis.>ion and i-; making an t·xecll•·nt rc('onl in that ottict·. 

\\' t:' acco rd and wist ·ly .,o a large meas nrc of rt·s ]Wd to thl' Jllall who with sucecss 

honorahl,1· and rrgard as a proud American title th e tenn of sdf-madr . The 

indh·idual d esenes e n ·n mort• credit, howe1·cr, wh en h e is .>elf-educated a<; w ell 

as ;.elf-made in a material way, when he comes to a r calir.ation of the ,·aluf· of 

intell rctua l adntncenwnt and arhi en·ment aHd U-'>t' S his opportunities fur l ea rning 

tl1e les sons of life, drawing therefrom logical ·conclusions. Such ha~ b een the r ecord 

of " ' iw,low C asady Tompkins . who i~ now lil·ing retir r d at Cl ea r Lake·_. Iowa, wht're 

for many y ears he was acti1·ely identified with business intnes ts . t aking up his 

abode tllt're in 186Z and remaining continuously a rt·~ i dent of tilt' city with th e 

t'Xception of t h e period of his military ~enice in th " - outh at tht' tinw of th r 

Ciyi] war . 

~lr. Tompkins was burn at Lockport, -:\ ew York. Janu:try :; 1. 183(), a son of 

Euoeh a nd D eborah ( W estbrook) Tompkins, also uatin•s of -:\ ew York and rc·p­
n ·so·nt a ti,·es o f old familie s of th,· Empire sta te . The father w as born in Dutch es~ 

county and the moth r r in Roehcskr. The former saw senict· in \Y a r of lSJ Z. and 

fought at Sackett 's Harbor, 1\ e w York. \Vinslow C. Tompkins was the fifth in 

order of birth in a family of nine chi ldren. He was less than a _l't~ ar old when hi s 

parents remon:d to Brantford, Canada, and was four y ears of age wh en th ey 

es ta blish ed their honw in the towns hip of ::\' urage, about tw enty mil es Wt' st of 

I3rantford . The fathn was a tann e r and curri er and h a d the difficult ta s k of pro,·id­

ing by me~m s of his trade for tht · wants of his la r ge family . Hi s son \Vinslow went 

to Illinois wh e n a lad of nin e y ears, in 18+5 , there joining a cousin with the expec­

tation that his parents would n·mov e to that ~ tate the following _n: a r , but the father 

beca me ill and died. ;\lr. Tompkins r ecein·d a n~·thing but kind treatm ent at the 

hand~ of his cous in during th e year anrl a half which he spent in hi~ honw. Hr was 

then sent to a neighbor of th e nam e of Armstrong. with wlwni hi, condition was 

t' l'lll worse. The :\rtnstrong family n·moY r d to \ -orth Grove. Ogle county . and 

whilr th e n ' ~Ir. Tompkins form ed thl' a cquaintanct· of a :IIr. Franb:. who took a n 

intcrc~t in him and told hint that ht' might hal't' n hnm,· in his famil:· until he could 

p:d n good place. \\'h eu lh e A.rm strnng f nmily n·montl from that rli~trict ;\Ir. 

Tompkin ~ was rdnl'lll'd tn tht· honw of hi~ cousin. HL· wa -; ortl t'rt ·d Otlf' day to 

do the eh or es nnd :tfle r . a=- ltt· belil·Hd. '>:lti ,f:t dtll'i] _, . p,•rfmming: tbi .'i task. went to 

J,cd . His cousin returning hollll'. t'lllll]ll:tinq! o f tilt' lll:lllllt'l' in whi, ·h tht · work had 

1,.. , . 11 rlmlf ' and the brl on·rhca rd t hl' ~ t ak t n t · nt that It ,· w:~< to rcrcin· :1 beating in 

tilt· morning. At d ay ln·,· :tk he· gathl'l'ed his !itt!, · ]"" ' t·s,io no; togdlll ·t· . t yi ng th em 

in a lduc !tandknchi d wl1ich lti" mother had gin' n him hdorc hl' ldt h ome , and 

without breakfast .,tartcd for tho· IJonw od' ~fr . l ' r a ntz . fiftn·n Juilt"i a w:t y. He 

lind ll'ith the Frautr. fa mi]_,. ftlr tll'o _IT:H.s. t·njo:·iug :Ill of tht · pri1·i lqrl's of the 

l' hildr t· n of th, · hllll~ t' ]wld. l-I t· lht·n hin·d olUt t,, Eli a, Th lllll:l,. who pai d h im 
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1850 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

~ancestry 

Return to Eugene Secor 

fhildn,•n (JO) 

Wtllis Seo:>r 

Willard Secor 

Alson Secor 

Thad Secor 

R. tSO­

B· 1869 

B: 1871 

B: 18--:J 

Compare With People From Your Family Tree 

Eugene Secor 

B: 13 May 1841 in Peekskill, Westchester, New York, United States 

D : 14 May 1915 in Forest City, Hancock, Iowa, United States 

Matilda M Spencer B:29 .I an tS.J-8 

1850 United States Federal Census 

Name: Eugene Secor 

Age: 8 

Estima ted birth abt 1842 

year: 

Birth Place: New York 

Gender: Male 

Home in 1850 Putnam Valley, Putnam, New York 

(City,County,State): 

l'amily Number: 103 

Household 

Members: 

Name 

Abson Secor 

Sarah Secor 

AbbyJ Secor 

John Secor 

Cathatine Secor 

David Secor 

Caroline Secor 

Egbert Secor 

· ttgene Sec.;DL..... 

Mary Secor 

Phebe Secor 

Ann Secor 

Abby Knapp 

Catharine Hill 

Source Ci tation : Year: 1850; Censn~ Place: Putnam~ ·alley, Putnam. Sew }"ork; Rol! 
.\J-t32 __ .::;8I: Page: ..J-98: Image: 108-

Age 

48 

46 
18 

17 

15 

13 

11 

10 

8 

7 

5 

Ancestl)·.com. 1850 United States Federal Census (databast> on-JinC' ]. Pro\o. 
UT. L'SA: Anct·~i.ry.rom Operations. Inc .. 2009. Imagt•s reproduced by 
Famil)Search. 

Original data: Seventh Census of tht• L"nitt>rl States, t8so: {~ationa! Archi\t'S :\lirrofi!m 
Publication M432, 1009 rolls); Records oftht' Burt>au oftht• Census. Rt•cord Group 29: Salional 
ArrhiH"S. W<~shington. D.C. 

Description : 
This d<~tabasf:' i.s an index to indi'>iduab enumerated in the 1850 Cnitt>d StalPs Ft>rleral Census. 
tht• Sen-nth Census of the United St<lte.s. Census takers recorded many details including earh 
per.;;on's narnt.•. age as of the census day. sn. rolor: birthplat•e . occupation of male~ over age 
fiftren, and more. :\"o relationships were shown between mC'mbers of a household. Additionalk 
tht' names of those listed on the population schedult• are linked to artual images oftht' 1H50 . 
Frderal Census. Learn more .. . 

Page 1 of2 

P.uvnt_.., 

Alson Secor 
ll:!0:!-!1:!65 

Sarah Caroline Knapp 
~~~ 06-Jl:!Hi 

http://search.ancestry.com/cgi-bin/sse.dll?db=1850usfedcenancestry&h=8115300&ti=O&i ... 5/18/2010 
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1880 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

<b'J ancestry 

You searched for Eugene Secor in Iowa 

1880 United States Federal Census 

Name: Eugene Secor 

Home in 1880: Forest City, Winnebago, Iowa 

Age: 39 

K~timatcd birth abt1841 

year: 

Birthplace: New York 

Relation to Head Self (Head) 

of Household: 

Spouse's name: MillieM. 

Father's New York 

birthplace: 

Mother's New York 

birthplace: 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Occupation: Farmer 

Marital Status: Married 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

~nnot read \Tite: 
Blind: View image 

Deaf and dumb: 

0Jhe£t;W tsa e : 
Idiotic or insane: 

Household Name Age 

Members: Eugene Secor 39 

Millie M. Secor 33 

Willard Secor 11 

Alson Secor 9 

Bryant Secor 3M 

Ricca Filter 17 

Mary Washburn 73 

Source Citation: Year: J88o: Ct>nsus Place: Forest City, 1-Hnnebago, !otL·a; Roll :ro: 
Family Hbi.ory Film: 125-1870: Page: 615B: Enumeration District: 230: Im<l~l': 0133. 

:\ncestn·.rom and The Church of .Irs us Christ of l...attt>r-daY Sainb. 1880 
United Stutes Federal Cem'llS ldatabase on-linl'!. Prmo.lT. L"SA: 
Ancestr)'.l'Oill Operation~ lne. 2010. 1880 C.S. Ccnsu.:; Index provirlt'rl by 
The Church of .Jesus Christ of Latter-rlay Saints :1-~- Copyright 1999 
lntelledual Reser. r. In e. All rights reser.·t'd .. All u.st' is subjt'ct to the limited 
use lict'nse and other terms and conditions applieable to lhis sile. 

Original data: Trnth O>nsus of the Cnited States. 188o. t~ARA microfilm publication T9, 1.-J-54 
rolls). Rerords of the Bnreau of th<' Crnsus. Record Group :!Q. Sational Archiws. Washington, 
D.C. 

Description: 
This databasr is an indt'x to 50 million individuals t'numt'ratt>d in the 1880 L"nited Statt'~ Ft•deral 
Ct·nsus. Ct>nsus takers rt>ronied many detail~ including e-ach P'' r.:>on's nam(>, addre.,s. occupation. 
relationship to the head of hoi!SPholrl. rac't', Sf' X, agt' at last birthday. marital.o-.tatus, place of birth. 
parents" plan• of birth. :\drlitionally, the names ofthost' listed on the population scht'rlulf' arf' 
linkf'd to actual images of tht• t88o Ft>dt•ral Ct>nsus. Lea rn more .. 

http:/ I search. ancestry .com/ cgi-binl sse.dll ?indiv= 1 &db= 18 80usfedcen%2c&rank=O&gsfn= ... 
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1900 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

~ancestry 
You searched for Eugene Secor in Iowa 

1900 United States Federal Census 

Name: Eugene Secor 

!lome in 1900: Forest City, Winnebago, Iowa 

A~e: 59 

Birth Date: May 1841 

Birthplace: New York 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Relationship to Head 

Head of !louse: 

Father's NewYork 

Birthplace: 

Mother's NewYork 

Birthplace: 

Spouse's name: Millie 

Marriage Year: 1866 

Ma rita! Status: Married 

Years Man-ied: 34 

Occupation: View on Image 

Nci~hbors: View others on page 

Household Name 

Members: Eugene Secor 

Millie Secor 

Nina Secor 

Manley Secor 

Arthur Gillett 

Ma11ha Husducksen 

Source Citation: Yt>ar: tqun: Census Place: Fort•.-:/ City, H'inrwlxJyu, Towu: Roll 
T623 4h5: Page: 1HA: Enumt>ration District: I':J..J. 

:\n<'Pstr).COill. 1y01J [."nited Stal<'s Federal ('ens//." [d.atabasf:' on -line-j. 
Prm o. l 1T, l 'SA: Ancf'h'tf.\ .com Opt.•rations Inc. :2:004. 

Age 

59 

52 

13 

10 

20 

23 

Original data: United States of AmPrica. Burt• au oftlw Census. Twe/ftl! O•IL"Il." (if tile l'mtcd 
State..-. H}OO. Washington. D.C.: \'ation.tl ArchnPs and Rt:>cord.'> Administration. 1900. T62J. t.S5-t 
rolls. 

Description: 
This database 15 an indt•x to mdniduals enunwrat('(\ in tht> 1900 t:nited Stat('S Ft•dt>ral CPnsus. 
thP T\,eJfth CPnsus of thP linitPd States. Census takt•rs reeorderl man:- details including t•ac·h 
pe-rson's nanw. addrPss. rt>lationslnp to the head of hotL<.(>ho\d. color or rac'l', sex. month and ~ear 
of birth, agP at last bii1hda:-. mantal.o.1atus.m1mberof:-ears rnarnt'Cl. the total number of 
rhildren born of the mother, thf' number of thost:> chitdrPn li\ ing. birth plan•. birthplacP of father 
and mother. if t\U' indi\idual ''as foreign born. tlw )t'ar ofinumgratwn and tlw numbprof .\Pdr" 
in the t"nited States. the ritizenship Sf<! IUS of foretgn-born indn iduals 0\t'r agP (\\ell!.' -one. 
occupation. and more. Add1t10naH:-. the namf's of tho~ ]i<;ted on tlw population schPdult• ar(' 
lin~P<I to actual image'S of the lQOO Fl'CIPral CPnsus. Leam more ... 

Contact Us: ! -BOO-ANCESTRY Ancestry .com Slog Affiliates Advertising 

t 1997-2010 Ancestry com Corporate Infonnabon PRIVACY POUCY Terms and Condltions 

Ancestry.com 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

1910 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

<f>l ancestry 
You searched for Eugene Secor in Iowa 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

· 1997-2010 Ancestry.com 

1910 United States Federal Census 

Name: Eugene Secor 

Age in 1910: 68 

Estimated birth abt 1842 

year: 

Birthplace: NewYork 

Relation to Head Head 

of House: 

Father's Birth New York 

Place: 

Mother's Hirth New York 

Place: 

Spouse's name: Millie 

Home in 1910: Forest, Winnebago, Iowa 

Marital Status: Married 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Neighbors: View others on page 

Household Name 

Members: E11gene Secor 

Millie Secor 

Nina Secor 

Munell Secor 

Otto Anderson 

Source Citation: Year: 1910: Census Plart•: Forest. Winnebago. lotva; Roll T62.J ..J25: 
P.age: 158: EnumPration Di~trict: 229; Image: 13R.J. 

Age 

68 

60 

22 

18 

19 

Ane,..strY.rom.IgiO United States Federal Cen.<>HS [d<ltaba~t' on-line}. ProYo. 
L!T. CS.~ : Anrestl'\·.rom Operations Inc. :.wo6. 

Original data: Thirteenth Census of the Cnited States. 1910 (~ARA microfilm publication T6:~q. 
1,178 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Ct>n~n~. Record Group 29. t'ationa\ .\rrhin•s, 
\\'ashington. O.C. For dt>taib on the contents of the film numbers. \'isit tlw following !\AR:\ \vt>b 
pag.t>: NARA 

Descriptio n : 
This database is an inrlrx to the ht>ad of householrls t•numerated in the 1910 Lnited Stalt'S Fl'<irral 
Census. the Thiitt"enth Census oft he t.:nitrd Statt>s. In addition. t:>ach indt"xt"d namr is linkNl to 
actual image~ of lht• 1910 Fed('ml Census. Th(' information recorded in the census includes: namt'. 
relationship to head of family. age at last birthday. sex. color or race. \\hrtlwr sin~!t'. marrierl. 
''idm..-ed. or di\'orct>d. birthplaee. birthplart' of father <~nd mother. <tnd morL'. Learn more ... 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 

Corporate Information PRNACY POUCY Terms and Conditions 
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Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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Eugene Secor - Overview - Ancestry .com Page 1 of2 

<-tjj ancestry Hi, helenjwhl Sigfl Out Messages (5) My Account 1-!e_lp To-Dos Qurck Lmks 

Home Family Trees Search Collaborate Learning Center DNA Publish Shop Hire an Expert Add to Quick links 

Ferguson/ Arnold/St.John/ Mangan View Family Tree Owner: sharonwrightll 

Eugene Secor 
Birth 13 May 1841 in Peekskill, Westchester, New York, United States 

Death 14 May 1915 in Forest City, Hancock, Iowa, United States 

Show immediate family More opt1ons 

Overview Facts and Sources Media Gallery Comments Member Connect 

Media Gallery 

No photos, stories, audio or v1deo have been added yet. 

Timeline ( View details ) 

1841 
t::l ~-la_, 

1850 

Age:9 

1866 
t':"' St~p 

Age: 25 

Age: 29 

188 o 

Age: 39 

1895 

Age: 54 

1910 

Age: 69 

1915 
1-4 Ma~ 

Age: 74 

Comments 

Birth 
Peeksktll, Westchester, New York, United States 

Residence 
Putnam Valley, Putnam, New York 

Marriage to Matilda M Spencer 

Residence 
Esopus District 1, Ulster, New York, Umted States 

Residence 
Forest City, Winnebago, Iowa, Un~ed States 

Residence 
Forest City 

Residence 
Forest Winnebago, Iowa 

Death 
Forest City, Hancock, Iowa, Un~ed States 

No comments have been added yet. 

Ad-d a comment 

5 source otattons 

1 source citation 

1 source otation 

1 source citation 

1 source otation 

1 source ~:ttation 

http://trees.ancestry .com/tree/14553154/person/503 796248?ssrc= 

Home Person find a person m this tree 

Family Members 

Paren1s 

Alson Secor 
1802- 1865 

Save this person to your tree 

Comment on this 

Sarah caroline Knapp 
1806- 1881 

Show siblings 

Spouse & Ch ild r en 

Matilda M Spencer 
1848- 1912 

Willis Secor 
1867- 1867 

Willard Secor 
1869- 1915 

Alson Secor 
1871-

Thad Seeor 
1873- 1873 

Frank_~cor 

1874- 1875 

Charles Secor 
1877- 1877 

Bryant Secor 
1880- 1880 

Sadie Secor 
1883- 1884 

Nina Secor 
1886-

Manly Secor 
1890- 1970 

Family group sheet 

5/1 8/2010 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

Eugene Secor- Overview- Ancestry.com Page 2 of2 

Historical Records 

1850 United States Federal Census 

1870 United States Federal Census 

1880 United States Federal Census 

1910 United States Federal Census 

Iowa State Census Collection, 1836·1925 

View source citations (6) 

Web Links 

There are no web/inks available for thiS person. 

Search the web for Eugene Secor 

Contact Us: l ~SOQ-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 

Ancestry .com 

f 1997·2010 AncPstry com Corporate Information PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions 

http:/ /trees.ancestry .com/tree/14 55 3154/person/5 03 796248?ssrc= 5/18/2010 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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A 'ltributa t• a Beeuepel" Who l(a~ on~ e~ Iowa i • 
Be•t ~~~-IJ~d· ·Jlt)$t ltltmt~ IJ»l\a, ·and 

wn:.·•• W~4•lr heogttt._ect. u 
Qbb.er P! •.ld• 

·, . . by 
·1 ,• . ballt(. o •. PellA\\ 

. ... ~ •.• J : .· 

;j .· l-~;:'·t··-.. ~0: ' ,··. ':. ,, ·.>(;! .... -'!:' :· • . ::·-•• 

Many ~"!'tit were ~d:den,e4 ·bY ·~e ¥ ctr.d ·of.. ttbe ~etJtb ·91~ "Bugene Secor, .of ;Forest 
cu.t,-, ,,lc»fAP e~h~cl \))' : at): ··~ ~l~·: i9a> Jm, ,l4,. Q. «J;ed· th• .SaJa• arterno& •• It 
.tallA 1;& t-1\e 'lo.;~ ot few '!lfen '\8 Jtimt ·~~ 'tQttll~tl ~~ ' Ita, •I():J u , tl\e ties of friend ship 
as he d:W.- ·lug$na Se;eor WAS· DJle ot -~a.-. wo~,t• · Mlaen;. . Ia JI!Ja. nQ:\ a speei.aliet 
and did· not Tisft .:\o peat •iJ'Wlqe- 1ft .,-·£ield, yet he was ~ leader in several. It 
was as a horticulturist and beekeeper that he was moat widely knovn. ~e began eon­
tribl.ltd.ag -to. :the . pages of: the American . .se. .. - 41~ nearly forty ~-l9s ago,. fop. JJ~anY 
y~a he w~ul premin61\t :iJn ,t)W, ne~ea:p·ing ·fielltj .having a.ei"ved .aa Vio.e Presiden~, ~nd 
later as Yre&1d6nt of the No-~\11 ·Ameri'ea'a JWeJfespe~•'- Asattciati.on; the na.m.e was later. 
changed to National. He was actte:M~a.Pd t.r~s\13:'4Jr- . au geJaer..al manager for a per:lo4 o.t 
sb '/ftr&t; · Mtt~ Se-eo:P •• ·••leeted 4S the So-le aper-t jtilige of the apiaJ'Y depart11ent 
of 'the World's Columbian Exposition held at Chicago in 1892-9)f: and later served in 
the same capacity at the O:oaha Exposition. For many years he judged the bee and 
honey exhibit at ·the Iowa State .l.air,. 

"', lt.'l vae during t-he years .of Mr. Seoor•s «N•test act.ivity tb.at tbe National 
Belfkeepe)"s~ .:e-J>garulzatton· JPeaohetl its ... g.,eatest suoo.e.ss, and Uildo~bt&dly bia efforts 
CEJat~ihu,ted. greatly to . that erut. lt was as a Wl'iter. ·ot eongs and poeme that he, 
pe,ba~Js, beoame best k:nova in. the ae•keaping .field. · Several. ot theso. ,!!Jt'Ulgs vere 
set to auet.e by J.r. C.- ()-. .Mil~e-r aXl.tL George W. York and sung at the beekeepers' 
conventions. "The Hum of the Bee in the Apple-Tree Bloom," "Buokvheat Cakes and 
lloll'uty'* aDd . "Tb.e Bo•keeperat Lul;l.al;)y" , were SlU\1 in ... buJa~h~ed•: 0f ~~eeper.at r~~~· 
a generat.i..,n ago.. .. r 

As a horticulturist our friend vas known from one end of Iowa to the other • . 
His hq•, "The ~hilte;o," at For.est City, ~a eur:rf!J\Ulde4 by one of the f'i~est. col­
J.eQt1.,Q71S of' t-rees and shrubs j.n the DP,dd.lt w.est, and f'ortuna,te was the nature :Lover 
who foun~ hilleelf a ~est in that hOJI)e• Mr. Secor and. daughter~ Mia~ Ni~, w~e 
able tQ JA!\ke their guests feel very D»tch ~t. h@e, and delightful vas the atmosphere 
of the place with its wealth of books and magazines, inside, and flowers out-of-doors. 

With his bride Mr. Seool' s.e1it:L.ed ~t ":t.'h,e Shelter" more than fifty years ago~ 
All, excepting a few old trees there, have been planted by his own handso. Few trees 
and shrubs hardy under JQ:.l''\hem. Io:~a Cl)adit;l.ons. are missing from the collection, 
and hardy, herbaoious plart\.s ha..vt); ~t ~~n ~ver1't)~ea • . Pcl~:b breeding has been a 
f'ascinating pursuit for many real's, CI'ossin.g the peony was a specialty which claimed 
his attention f'or wome ttme past• 

IOWA STATE TRAVELING LIBRARY 
DiS MOINES, lOW A 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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l have nea:rly twc dozen new varie-ties vbieh were originated in the Secor gardena 
and th•:r are a never-failing source ot pleasure to me. The fact that they were the 

result . of _.,._ tria. n4' a .. ~r~_-.. _-.· •.·.· e.ml_·_ .·.< ~ __ Jte·. ___ '•. r_ ... ~_p· • •. _~ .•. _:t>_l.a.n,is_· •. _we. r_ e_ •.. _r~~:_ . ; ~s._ sed by hand polli~tion_, 
in an ef'f'ort to work out ~h• )a,e~ w~i,o_!i. . ,t• _ l6~yea, .a4d ~Ratly to their value to 
me. The collection at the "Sh~l~r'ff in~1id&!! tDalty h'lllldreds, and they are a wonderf'ul 
sight at blooming tiat~o . . _. . · · , . · . .· . ~ 

There bas probably n(\)t bd~ ·a· vo1ae of th~ reports of the Iowa Horticultural 
Society that has 11ot ~,~n-~~f.<1 ~~,e ~.$0~-~~1\~~~ t:J~- tl:\tt. Jt~ .. ot Eugene Secor .. He 
was at one time Pres14•~' ~~.,~~t ~r.-ta~~tlo~-.J~'nli .• l~t . MfttzYO.rt . 4 director. At 
the time he fir.st se,tl(td ;.~i\ft; ~(11(• '"··· t~-e l'._tt n:~ .. #!ll(j, · ll~ little was blown of the 
varieties of fruits which :wul.4 : \r.e,·.$tt\-.d •t1) ~ltl': tpaciai climate,. He went / through 
all the painfUl proeesa of planting hundreds of 'f:t\rieties which ~ell not ;stand the 
rigorous winters, or t .he ho't!,. ~u;._ ·-J5.-rS>, ~n(t , $l:ftered tkl.., ,df;,aappointment that alway• 
eomes through loaing a co'ft'\ed. -¥al1~t7• .; M~•t ,;Of the jO'J ot lit• to the nature lover 
comes through. the aCf~WLin'\a~~• vf..:tk Jte1t. ~A&\1EJftt' and 'lngene Secor tasted to the full 
the pleasure tb.a t cOl'llel to 'tl18 JiiMi ef :S.fliel.bU'-i« turn of mind from investigation of 
nature's secrets. In addition to hi~ beekeeping and gardening activities, he was a 
breeder 0f short-horn · -cattle, .aml-,fcr iilal'l7' _years wa.a .;Pre:Stdent of the Farmers' Insti­
tute of his county, al!ld a1a&<b.t ,-tm.~ yr~}mgQ., ApiClilituMl&.ociety. Not only vas he 
active in various lines of agrtQ:1:alk'lurE.tfi ~iii: in business as well., As one ot the fl!'>unders 
of the Oity Bank, lat&\'1 .·the lirs-tAfa'b.!QM.l ,flank ~t- l'o:reifit 0-ity:, he was closely oon­
nect4d with the commeroial deve:topae-Jrb , ot his tovn and cou.ntyo 

, . ,~ ~· "' ... • ·, ( ,. •• .. • <-

As a churchnlan he also rose to leadership, having been a deleg.ate to the Genera1 
Conference or the Methodist lburch, to which dsnomi:nation he balonged. He '.Jas al:Jo 
a member of the ioard ot Trustees of Oornell. Q~llep,. : ot M'to Vernon, Io-wa, for .several 
years., In politics he was also successful, having held several offices, including a 
seat in the House of Representatives, and also the position of postmaster of Forest 
City. 

OUr friend was a well-balanced man~ Everything which interested him he investi­
g,t•<a .- , tb:~:JWBhl.r, but .he did not become warped in his judgement and narrow in his 
v1$WI tQou.g:Q etC>$ olose attention to one subjeotll' His indomitable spirit was not 
CNC'h~d .-. •. ad~r;Jity and his life offers a fine example for the young IOa.nbood of his 
community. Seven of his ten children died before b.e did and his vife preceded him in 
death by seYen years. No matter how great his loss, or how deep his cause for anxiety, 
he was always genial and uncomplaining. 

Be continued his interest in _beea until the end, but only with about twenty colonies, 
since he was io longer equal to the physical exertion necessary to care for a large 
number. 

I . ceunt it a great privilege to have known Eugene Secor intimately and, :tn 
common with others, feel a sense of great personal loss in his going. His memory 
will be cherished in many breasts to the end of life, as the following poem, clipped 
from his home paper indicates was his greatest wish: 

l1 I SHOULD DIE TONIGHT 

An atom in the vast universe, 
A bit of star dust in a field of light 

Am I, nor would the \otorld its eoUl"se reverse 
If I should die tonight 
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The air is full of spirits o! the past, 
Spirits that on:e·e to the tlesh were 

· e-lear to the sight; 
Forgotten all, as I shall be at last 

lf I ahould die tol!ight. 
·-_:1. .;' -~::.:; ~--- - ·:~ •. \~-~t~~-: : .~ .... ! 

lBu.t deeds, not men, are _what alone 19urvive, 
~e thdtights at-e artg~l!f: 'cl..a' :tn ·'gamen'ttt White, 
lltl!: \t()lrdli .r 4~~~- of JJUilJ t'el'lab al::l ve 

Jf." t · ·111hould· U.1e 'tbnfl'htt' · 

Shall one kiad a et, one Ulll"emembered vrongt 
One helpfUl V~rd by me to clleer the right 

One phrase ~iu 1~ aplNtd the truth along 
It I should die tonight? 

Gf ·all the: dnes I ~w lfl!o oall me friend 
W•uld Gl'ie, Ju&t ~, for lite keep 
-~ br'igti' . 

With some ·81il-eet thC)U.gbt I spak& whiie here, 
&tt penned:~ 

If I should die tonight? 

· .... 

-·•·· · ·lugene Secor 

sute Traveling Library 
Historical h!ld'ing 
Des Moine• 19-,;· low.,, 




