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Charles M. Mordhorst Sr. 

Source: Mary Lou Balcom Family History Research . Original source unknown. 

20 
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Attached to in this tree 

Charles Henry Monlhorst 

1852- 1943 
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Grandpa Mordhorst Sr. is one of the grand old men of Pierce who will observe his 88th birthday on 
Sunday, March 10. Confined to his bed since a fall eight weeks ago, he is still weak, but during the 
past few days has been able to sit up in his bed by means of a backrest. He welcomes visitors who 
help pass the time. Despite his weakness, his physician says that his vital organs still function in a 
remarkable manner. 

Other trees this object is saved to 

In years past, Mr. Mordhorst has always looked forward to hi natal day as a time when his children 
and grandchildren gathered for the day, but this year he knows that he could not stand so many being 
there at one time. 
On his desk near the bed is a pile of letters and cards from friends and relatives too far away to visit 
him personally. Needless to say, scores of other messages will be added to say happy birthday. 
Always a great lover of plants and flowers, he found great pleasure in their cultivation. Wrth him, it is 
always a privilege to carry some plant life to his nearby church, The Congregational, to add beauty to 
the morning service. 
A German bom and educated gentleman is Mr. Mordhorst, whose long life has been spent in many 
vocations and !arbors. Since his arrival alone at Davenport, Iowa when a your 17 years old, he has 
worked with government engineers, been a bookkeeper, prescription clerk, gardener, farmer, banker, 
creamery organizer, and insurance secretary. He also served as a member of the Iowa legislature, as 
a county commissioner, and justice of the peace. His companion of 54 years died in 1928. He has two 
daughters, six sons, 32 grandchildren, and 23 great grandchildren. "Grandpa," as he is better known 
than by any other name, has lived in Pierce since 1916. 
Grandpa Mordhorst was born in Kiel, Germany and lived to be 91 years old. He never saw his family 
again and never saw his brother named Fred. He was sponsored by a family and worked in their drug 
store. 

MaryChambers56 added this on 1 Mar 2010 

hvinner ongina!!y submitted this on 20 Apr 2009 

Mordhorst Family Tree 

by linmort on 4 Jun 2010 

http:/ /trees.ancestry .com/tree/6525090/person/302971633/story /1 ?pg=32817 &pgpl=pid 8/19/2012 
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Name: Charles Mordhorst 

Gender : Male 

Spouse: Caroline Kuhl 

Marriage Date : 15 Jan 1874 

County: Scott 

State: Iowa 

Source Information: 
Dodd, Jordan, Uahona Research, camp .. Iowa, Marriages, 1851-1900 [database on­
line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2000. 
Original data: See extended description for original data sources listed by county. 

Description: 
Th1s database contains marnage information from vanous counties in the U.S. state 
of Iowa from 1851-1900. Information that may be found in t hts database for each 
mdividual includes their name, spouse's name, marnage date, and marnage county. 
Learn more ... 

Page 1 of 1 
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Conta('t Us Anc-estry.com Hlog Affiliates 1 Gift Mt>mbcrships Cart>t'rs \'isit our othrr sites: !.~.!!_Hed State:; _______ J 
© 1997-2012 Ancestf).COln J CorpuraiC' lnfurmatio11 I Pn,ar~ I TPfnL<; and Conditions 
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1880 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 

< ancestry 

Contact Us: !-SOD-ANCESTRY 

I;~ 1997-2011 Anc.estry.com 

Name: Charles Mordhorst 

Home in 1880: Springfield, Cedar, Iowa 

Age: 28 

Estimated Birth abt 1852 
Year: 

Birthplace: Germany 

Relation to Head Self (Head) 
of Household: 

Spouse's Name: Caroline Mordhorst 

Father's Ger 
birthplace: 

Mother's Ger 
birthplace: 

Neighbors: View others on Qage 

Occupation: Farmer 

Marital Status: Married 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 
;;:annot read wnte: 

Blind: View image 
Deaf and dumb: 

Ocffiet,~'ae 1sa e : 

Idiotic or 
msane: 

Household Name Age 
Members: Charles Mordhorst 28 

Caroline Mordhorst 24 
SoQhie Mordhorst 6 
August Mordhorst 4 
Fred Mordhorst 1 
Ben Mier 12 

Source Citation: Year: 1880; Census Place: Springfield, Cedar, Iowa; Roll: 331; 
Family History Film: 1254331; Page: SIB; Enumeration Distnct: 348; Image: 0368. 

Ancestry .com and The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. 
1880 United States Federal Census [database on-line]. Provo, UT, 
USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2010. 1880 U.S. Census Index 
provided by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints © 
Copyright 1999 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All nghts reserved. All 
use is subject to the limited use license and other terms and 
conditions applicable to this site. 

Original data: Tenth Census of the United States, 1880. (NARA microfilm publication 
T9, 1,454 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the census, Record Group 29. National 
Archives, Washington, D.C. 

Description: 
This database is an index to 50 million individuals enumerated in the 1880 United 
States Federal census. census takers recorded many details induding each person's 
name, address, occupation, relationship to the head of household, racer sex, age at 
last birthday, marital status, place of birth, parents' place of b1rth. Additionally, the 
names of those listed on the population schedule are linked to actual 1mages of the 
1880 Federal Census. Learn more .. 

Ancestly .com Blog Affiliates Gift Memberships 

Corporate Information careers PRIVACY POLICY Terms and Conditions 
Ancestry .com 

http:/ /search. ancestry .corn!cgi-bin/sse.dll?did=17 &pidlist=7602-1924221 1629-6488493 ... 
- -
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Name: Charles Mordhorst 

Home in 1900: Spring Rock, Clinton, Iowa 
[Wheatland, Clinton, Iowa] 

Age: 48 

Birth Date: Mar1852 

Birthplace: Germany 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Immigration 1870 
Year: 

Relationship to Head 
head-of-house: 

Father's Germany 
Birthplace: 

Mother's Germany 
Birthplace: 

Spouse's Name: Caroline Mordhorst 

Marriage year: 1874 

Marital Status: Married 

Years married: 26 

Occupation: View on Image 

Neighbors: View others on (;!age 

Household Name 
Members: Charles Mordhorst 

Caroline Mordhorst 
Water Mordhorst 
Agness Mordhorst 
George Mordhorst 
Alace Mordhorst 
Edgar Mordhorst 
Charles Mordhorst 
Ferdinand Mordhorst 

Source Citation: Year: 1900; Census Place: Spring Rock, Clinton, Iowa; 
Roll: T623_426; Page: 108; Enumeration District: 30. 

Age 

48 
44 
19 
16 
14 
11 
8 
6 
3 

Ancestrycom. 1900 United States Federal Census [database on­
line]. Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2004. 

Original data: United States of America, Bureau of the Census. Twelfth Census of the 
United States, 1900. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records 
Administration, 1900. T623, 1854 rolls. 

Description: 
This database rs an index to individuals enumerated in the 1900 United States 
Federal Census, the Twelfth Census of the United States. Census takers recorded 
many details induding each person's name, address, relationship to the head of 
household, color or race, sex, month and year of birth, age at last birthday, marital 
status1 number of years marrted, the total number of children born of the mother, the 
number of those chrldren living, birthplace, birthplace of father and mother, if the 
individual was foreign born, the year of immigration and the number of years in the 
United States, the dtizenshlp status of foreign-born individuals over age twenty-one, 
occupat10n, and more. Additionally, the names of those listed on the population 
schedule are linked to actual images of the 1900 Federal Census. Learn more .. 

Ancestry.com Slog Affiliates Gift Memberships 

Corporate Information Careers PRIVACY POllCY Terms and Conditions 
Ances!Jy .com 

http:/ /search.ancestry.com/cgi-binlsse.dll?did=17 &pidlist=7602-1924221_1629-6488493 _ ... 

Page 1 of2 

9/25/2011 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 

1910 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 
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Collaborate • i Learning Center • I Publish Shop + Gift Hire An Expert Home Family Trees DNA • 

Name: Charles Mordhorst 

Age in 1910: 58 

Birth Year: 1852 

Birthplace: Germany 

Home in 1910: Spring Rock, Clinton, Iowa 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Immigration 1870 
Year: 

Relation to Head Head 
of House: [Self (Head) ] 

Marital Status: Married 

Spouse's Name: Carlina Mordhorst 

Father's Germany 
Birthplace: 

Mother's Germany 
Birthplace : 

Neighbors: View others on gage 

Household Name Age 
Members: Charles Mordhorst 

Carlina Mordhorst 
Alice C Mordhorst 
Charles Mordhorst 
Ferdinand Mordhorst 

Source Citation: Year : 1910; Census Place: Spring 
Rock, Clinton, Iowa; Roll: T624_398; Page: 78; Enumeration 
District : 0032; Image: 407; FHL microfilm: 1374411. 

58 
55 
21 
16 
14 

Ancestry.com . 1910 United States Federal Census [database on­
line]. Provo, UT, USA : Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2006 . 

Original data : Thirteenth Census of the United States, 1910 (NARA microfilm 
publication T624, 1,178 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 
29 . National Archives, Washington, D.C. For details on the contents of the film 
numbers, VISit the following NARA web page: NARA 

Description: 
This database is an index to the head of households enumerated in the 1910 United 
States Federal Census, the Thirteenth Census of the United States. In addition, each 
mdexed name is linked to actual images of the 1910 Federal Census. The mformation 
recorded in the census tncludes: name, relationship to head of family, age at last 
birthday, sex, color or race, whether single, married, w1dowed, or divorced, 
birthplace, birthplace of father and mother, and more. Learn more .. 

Contact Us I AnC't'StT)·.rom Blog ' Aflil iatl'S Cift Ml'mberships ; Ca rt>ers 

© 1997-2012 Ancestf) .com I CorJXlrall' lnfonnation I Pri\ ac~ I Tt>rnl.'> and Conditions 

Page 1 of1 

helenjwh1 Help 

http:/ /search. ancestry .corn!cgi-bin/sse.dll ?indiv= 1 &db= 191 OUSCenlndex%2c&rank=O&= ... 8119/2012 



Source: Iowa Territorial and State Legislators Collection compiled by volunteers and staff at the State Historical Society of Iowa Library, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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Twists and Tangles Return to family tree Tree pages •• Owner: 

Charles Henry Mordhorst 
Birth10 Mar 1852inHamburg, Germany 

DeathS July 1943 

V•ew his family tree View family members Print ... More options • 
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Story 
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1870 
Age: 18 
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Age: 18 

1876 
Age: 24 

1880 

Age: 28 
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Age: 43 

1900 
Age: 48 

1910 
Age : 58 

1915 
Age : 63 

1920 

Age: 68 

1930 
Age: 78 

1943 
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Age: 91 

Hamburg . Germany 

Arrival 

Arrival 

Arrival 
Scott Co., Iowa 

Residence 
Springfield Cedar Iowa United States 

Residence 
Spring Clinton. Iowa 

Residence 
Spring Rock. Clinton Iowa 

Residence 
Spring Rock, Clinton. Iowa 

Residence 
Spring Rock 

Residence 
Pierce. Pierce, Nebraska 

Residence 
Pierce, Pierce, Nebraska 
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find a person in this tree 

Save this person to your tree 

Comment on this 

Parents 

No Father 

No Mother 

Spouse & Children • 

Caroline Kuehl 
1855-1928 

Sophie Mordhorst 
' 1874-1889 

August Mordhorst 
1877-

Fred James Mordhorst 
1879-1944 

Walter Scott Mordhorst 
1881-

~ Agnes Mordhorst 
' 1884 -

George R Mordhorst 
1886-1967 

Alice C Mordhorst 
1888-

Edgar James Mordhorst 
1891 - 1979 

Charles Henry Mordhorst, Jr 
1893-1983 

Ferdinand David Mordhorst 
1896-1994 

1880 United States Federal Census 

D 1 citation provides ev•dence for Name, 
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1900 United States Federal Census 
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1910 United States Federal Census 
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1920 United States Federal Census 
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Residence 
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