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Valentine Graif,

A man who for nearly a half cen-|

tury was a strong, active and success-
ful leader in the business and public
life of Clarinda, Valentine Graff, pass-
ed away at his home in this city at
11 o'clock p.m. Sunday, Oct. 9, 1921,
Ile was an invalid the last few years
before his death, and during his in-
validism his life was quiet and retired.
In the days of bhis activity he was a
soldier in the Union army, later a
clothing and dry goods merchant, for
about twenty-five years just preceding

‘his invalidisin a dry goods merchant,

and in public life a zealous Grand
Army man, a vigorous Republican; a
faithful, helpful member of the Pres-
byterian church, and devoted to the
upbuilding of every good public enter-
prise around and about him, His time

land money were at the disposal of any

enterprise calculated to benefit . the
community in which he lived.

Mr. Graff was one of ten children
born to his parents,
Agnes Graff. He was born at Bingen
on the Rhine, Germany—that historic
spot so prominently mentioned in an
old-time poem which school children
used to find in a public school text
book. The date of his birth was Oct.
4, 1842. At the age of 9 years he came
with his parents to the United States
and made his home until manhood at
or near Savannah, Mo. He was edu-
cated in the common schools of
Savannah.,

A number of years ago The Journal
published the following concerning Mr,
Graff's military record:

“V. Graff enlisted three different
times. First at Savannah, Mo., July
10, 1861, in the state militia. He en-
listed for six months and served eight.
In August, 1862, he enlisted again in
a militia company—this time a cavalry

Minmn..

Valentine and |

eloycn months, when he was Igivenl @ Among this® number were

'for prohibition and other good prin-

A born fighter he was a.
He was a great
reader and student, and saw to it that
his children were afforded ample edu-
cational facilities. He was a man of
handsome features and of manly bear-
ing. He had the polished manners of
a true gentleman.

Funeral services were conducted for |
Mr. Graff at the Presbyterian church
of which he was so long a member,
Tuesday afternoon, at 2:30 o'clock,
conducted by his pastor, Dr. A. B. Mar-
shail. The doctor paid high tribute to
the memory of the departed, Dr. Mar-
shall was a pastor at Des Moines when
Mr. Graff was in the legislature. The
doctor became very well acquainted
with him as a legislator and knew Mr.
Graff as one of a small number of
legislators who were known as the
“moral squad,” and who were jeered
and laughed at by some for their stand
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ciples. Dr. Marshall] said that he knew |
when he went to Mr. Graffff for things |
that the ministers wanted. done he;
could always count on his support. He|_
also spoke of Mr. Graff as a frequent!
attendant at his Presbyterian church
in Des Moines during the sessions of |
the legislature when Mr. Graff was a
representative. He referred. also, par-
ticularly, to Mr. Graff's persistence; to
hig fine mental strength, and to his
purity of speech, that he never uttered
language unfit to be heard by a mixed
company, and never was known to use
profanity. Ie likened Mr. Graff to the
general and afterward president of the
United States, U, 8. Grant, in referring
to his purity of speech. _
At the church the employes of the !
Graff Mercantile company were seated !
in a body. The five living children of |
the deceased were all in attendance, |
the sons, Walter and Everett coming
from Chicago. Among those from out |
of town at the funeral were Mr. and
Mrs. Guy Thurman and Mrs. Thur-
man’'s mother, Mrs. Ridgeway, nf Blan-
chard. Many old friend%s of the
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old-time poem which school ehiidaren
used to find in a public school text
book. The date of his birth was Oct.
4, 1842. At the age of 9 years he came
with his parents to the United States
and made his home until manhood at
or near Savannah, Mo, He was edu-|
cated in the common schools of|
Savannah, |

A number of years ago The Journal
published the following concerning Mr.
aaff's military record:

“Y. Graff enlisted three different
times. First at Savannah, Mo., July
10, 1861, in the state militia. He en-
listed for six months and served eight.
In August, 1862, he enlisted again in
a militia ‘company—this time a cavalry
regiment, with which he served for
eleven months, when he was given a
discharge at his own request in order
that he might enlist in the volunteer
service of the United States, enlisting
in October, 1863, in the Twelfth Mis-
souri cavalry. He gerved in Tennessee,
Mississippi, Alabama and Georgia until
the end of the war, taking part in the
battles of Nashville, Franklin, Hatch's
Fort, etc. In the spring of 1865 his|
regiment was sent of Fort Leaven-
worth, Kans., remounted and armed
with Spencer carbines and sent out in-
to the territories to take part in the
Indian campaigns. During the cam-
paign they went through Nebraska,
the Dakatas, Montana, Wyoming and
Idaho. They came back to Fort Leav-
enworth and on Jan. 1, 1866, were dis-
charged. Mr. Graff was never wound-
ed, but had a horse shot from under
him at the battle of Franklin. When
he enlisted in the militia he was elect-
ed lieutenant but declined the position.
Ile rose in the volunteer service from
private to orderly sergeant.”

After he left the army he returned
to Savannah, Mo., where he was a
clerk in a clothing store until 1869.
Tle then at the age of 26 years came
to Clarinda and established a clothing
store of his own. The older citizens
remember his success both as a cloth-
inz and dry. goods merchant, and the
newer residents recognize the excel-
lence and extent of the dry goods busi-
ness which he established and which
[or some vears past has been conduct-
ed under the management of his son,
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purity of speech, that he never uttered

company, and never was known to use
profanity. He likened Mr. Graff to the
general and afterward president of the
United States, U. S. Grant, in referring
to his purity of speech. _
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from Chicago. Among those from out |y or

of town at the funeral were Mr. and
Mrs. Guy Thurman and Mrs. Thur-
man’s mother, Mrs. Ridgeway, of Blan-
chard. Many old friends of the de-
reased occupied seats in the church.
were eighteen
members of Warren post, G. A, R., who
sat in a body, and who conducted the
final funeral service at the grave in
Clarinda’s cemetery.

The bearers were S. E. Sperry, D. D.
Stitt, I. D. Christie, A. J. Hawley, Hugh
Miller and W, F. Stipe.

The flowers about the casket were
beautiful and in tasteful profusion.

James R, Miller,

N. W. Cline has received a telegram
from the state of Vermont telling of
the death of James R. Miller, a former
resident of Page county, who died Oct.
11, 1921. The remains are to be
brought to Clarinda tor burial. Mr.
Cline has been Mr. Miller’s guardian.

A Remarkable Record.

Chamberlain’s Cough Remedy has
a remarkable record. It has been in
use for colds, croup and whooping
cough for almost half a century and
has constantly grown in favor and
popularity as its good qualities became
better known. It is the standard and
main reliance for these diseases in
thousands of homes. The facts that
it can always be depended upon and is
safe and pleasant to take are greatly
in its favor when it is wanted for
children. For sole by H. F. Jones.—
Advertisement.

A Small Purchase.

Gerald G. Graff, The late Mr. Graff
in addition to his business in Clarinda
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lelerk in a clothing store until 1869.
He then at the age of 26 yvears came
to Clarinda and established a clothing
store of his own, The older citizens
remember his success both as a cloth-
ing and dry. goods merchant, and the
newer residents recognize the excel-
lence and extent of the dry goods busi-
ness which he established and which
lor some vears past has been conduct-
ed under the management of his son,
Gerald G. Graff. The late Mr. Graff
in addition to his business in Clarinda
at one time had important business
interests outside of this state. He was
possessed of qualifications that made |
him a first class business man. He
kept reliable goods, was strictly honor-
able in his dealings with the public,
and did not shirk responsibility. He
had the general ability essential to
business success.

Mr. Graff was married to Miss Nancy
1. Fairley of Highland county, Ohio,
Oct. 25, 1870. Six children were born
to Mr, and Mrs. Graff, one of whom,
Rosa, the first child, died in infancy.
The others, surviving, are Walter A.,
Gerald G., Everett D., Mrs. Myra Eller,
wife of Dr. C. B. Elier, and Mrs, Mary
Fleenor, wife of Otis Fleenor. Mrs.
Graff, the wife of the subject of this
sketch, died about three years ago.

Mr. Graff united with the Presby-
terian church on profession of faith,
July 26, 1876. Three years later he
was elected a ruling leader of that
church and held the position for seven-
teen vears. In his religious work he
was known as a faithful churchman.
HHe was devoted to his church, not only
in attendance at the meetings of the
session, but as a regular attendant at
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I At one time, when the waterworks
Iwere installed in Clarinda, Mr. Graff
fwas a member of the Clarinda city
feouneil. He represented Page county
lin the Twenty-eighth and Twenty-
'minth general assemblies. In the legis-
lhe was one of its ablest and
useful  members. ILocally he
| served on many committees in public
work, and held numerous positions of
usefulness, Old timers here who knew
him well will remember how readily
he sacrificed his time to promote the
eneral welfare,
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The others, surviving, are Walter A.,]
Gerald G.. Everett D., Mrs. Myra Eller,
wife of Dr. C. B. Eller, and Mrs. Mary
Fleenor, wife of Otis Fleenor. Mrs.
Graff, the wife of the subject of this
sketch, died about three years ago.
Mr, Graff united with the Presby-
terian church on profession of faith,
'July 26, 1876. Three years later he
was elected a ruling leader of that
chureh and held the position for seven-
teen years. In his religious work he
was known as a faithful churchman.
He was devoted to his church, not only

but as a regular attendant at
the usual church services and Sunday
'schiool. As long as he could go to his
tchurch he did.

I At one time, when the waterworks
Pwere installed in Clarinda, Mr., Graff
a member ot the Clarinda city
ccouncil. He represented Page county
iin the Twenty-eighth and Twenty-
nmth general assemblies, In the legis- |
.lature he was one of its ablest and
'mmt useful members, lLocally he
' served on many commitiees in public
work, and heid numerous positions of
usefuiness. 0Old timers here who knew
him well will remember how readily
he sacrificed his time to promote the
general welfare.

For many years he was a great
power in Page county Republican poli-
tics. e was an enthusiastic friend of
the late Col. W. P. Hepburn, and was
one of the staunch supporters of that
distinguished congressman who always
guarded the colonel’s political inter-
ests. He became widely known in
Republican circles, and mingled freely
in Republican conventions, county,
district and state.

It would not be fitting to overlook
the fact that with his power to plan
and push to victory the work he under-
took to accomplish that he was not
lonly bold, aggressive and fearless, but

tagonisms.,  He was of the class of
[tive opponents.  Men who are the hoest

(ualified to speak of him know that

ihe believed were the best, and they
Ilmow. further, that he never proposed
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