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brought forward for the same position and came 
out triumphant. As he has always been a prompt, 
bonoral)le and conscientious man in his own bus
iness affairs, it need not be feared that he will ne· 
glect those of the people. 

}<!)>~~~~ f);, physician and sur
geon of Milton and the senior par.tner of 
the firm of Summers & Rine, druggists, is 

also a member of the Milton Hardware Company. 
It will readily be seen that he is one of the leading 
and representative business men of Milton and as 
such we are pleased to record his sketch in this vol
ume. He was born in Scotland Couuty, Mo., Aug
ust 17, 1849, and is a son of David and Alice 
(Stevens) Summers. His father was a native of 
Greenbrier County,. Va., born about the year 1812, 
and in early life went to Missouri. . He was a mill
wright by trade and erected one of the first grist 
mills in Scotland County, and for many years also 

. engaged in farming. Mrs. Sue~mers, the mother of 
.our subject, was born in Decatur, Ill., in 1825, and 
removed with her parents to Missouri in girlhood, 
becoming acquainted with Mr. Summers in Scot
land County, where their marriage was 'celebrated 
and where she still resides. They were parents of 
four children, two sons !l.nd two daughters, of whom 
tbe eldest is the Doctor; Lpis E., is the wife of J. C. 
Yenter, of Washington; Amanda L., is the wife of 
,James Douglas, of Scotland County, Mo.; David, 
mat·ried Laura Hammond and is a fnrmer of Scot
land County. 

Mr. Summers continued to reside ,in that county 
until his death which occurred in 1852. His wife 
survives her husband and is still a resident of that 

. county. She was married again in 1858, to John 
Rice, a farmer by occupation, and of the second 
marriage six children were born, five sons and a 
daughter. Clora A., the eldest, is the wife of Chip
man A. Van Dyke, of Oregon; Charles H., marrierl 
Ellen Beswick, and resides near Memphis, Mo.; 
William H. is single and makes his home in the 

same place; John A., wedded Miss· Mary Graves . · 
anrl is a member of the drug firm of Summers & 
Rice, of Milton; Albert A., married Miss Arwilda 
Ruse, and resides near Memphis, Mo.; Grant, who 
completes the family, is a member of the Milton 
Hardware Company. Mr. Rice Sr., father of the 
above named children, was a soldier in the Union 
Army during the late war, serving in Company M, 
Twelfth Missouri Cavalry, and died in1 the hospital 
in Indianapolis, Ind., in 1864. 

Dr. Summers received his primary education in 
the public schools, after which be pursued a ·par
tial course in the Memphis College, of Memphis, 
1\lo. Having determined to make the practice of 
medicine his life work, in 1872 he became a stu
dent in the Keokuk Medical College, but did not 
complete the course. The same year he spent six 
months in practice in the Marine Hospital, at St. 
Louis. The following year he came to Milton and 
opened an office but subsequently returned to the 
.Keokuk Medical College,and after a course of study 
was graduated in the class of 1876. He continued 
practice in Milton and in 1878 opened a drug store 
in that place which he cart"ied on alone u~til 1880, 
when J. A. Rice was admitted to partnership, a con
nection whit}h continues until the present writing 
iD the fall of 1890. In 1888, the Doctor became 
associated with others in the organization of the 
Milton Hardware Company, which is. now one of 
the important mercnntile houses in the county. 
In addition to his other business interests he is pro
prietor of a fine stock farm of two hundred and 

·forty acres lying two miles southwest of Milton. He 
breeds sheep and horses extensively, making a 
specialty of road horses. 

On the 7th of March, 1876, in Milton, Dr. Sum
mers, was united in marriage with Miss Nettie Bell, 
who was born near Delphos, Ohio, and is a daugh
ter of Freeman Bell. Four children were born of 
their union, three daughters and a son-Mabel Al
ice, Jessie BeH, Etta Catherine and Loyd Freeman . 
Mrs. Summers, is a member of the Methodist Church 
and a lady of culture, having' many friends in the 
community. The Doctor is a Republican in poli
tics. He is an enterprising and successful business 
man, who by his own efforta bas accumulated a val
uable property, and in his profession he has won a 
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· prominent place as physician and surgeon and bas 
built up an extensive practice. :For seventeen 
years Dr. Summers has been known to the people 
of Van Buren and adjacent counties, and during 
that time his course has been such as to win there
spect and esLeem of all with whom he has had bus
iness or social relations. 

··~ ~·· 

IATT HUFFl\IA,N, a lumber dealer of Bir
mingham, is one of the few pioneers left to 
tell the story of Van Buren County as it 

was fifty-three years ago. He is also num
bered among the early settlers of the State, for 
Iowa's citizens were then numbered among the 

· .. population of the Territory of Wisconsin, and in 
lnumbers they were few, living mostly along the 

Mississippi river, or where a waterway would serve 
to connect them in some degree with the outside 
world. The greatest gratitude from the people of 
to-day, .and from coming generations is due those 
honored pioneers who laid the foundation upon 
which was reared the vast structure now known as 
Iowa, a State which is on a par in many respects 
with the oldest States of the East, and of which its 
citizens are justly proud. 

' 

Mr. Huffman is a native of New Albany, Ind., 
and a son of Burke and Mary (Miller) Huffman. 
His paternal grandfather emigrated from Ger
many, and settled at an early day in North Caro
lina, where his father was born in 1 791. When a 
young man the latter emigrated westward, locating 
in New Albany, Ind.· He wedded Mary Miller, a 
native of Kentucky, who was about ten years his 
junior. Her parents wet·e of Seotch-Irisb extrac
tion. Having married, Mr. Huffman devoted him
self to farming in Indiana, which he followed until 
1836, when, accompanied by his family he started 
for Iowa, proceeding down the Ohio and up the 
Mississippi River to Ft. Madison. The following 
March be made a location in what is now Lick 
Creek Township, Van Buren County, where he 
took a claim of two hundred and eighty acres, 

which ·he entered as soon as it came into market. 
The Indians were far more numerous than the 
white settlers, and the noted chief, Black Hawk, was 
often a visitor at his home. He had to go to Rock 
River to mill, the nearest market was on the Mis 
sissippi, and other disadvantages of a similar na
ture formed a part of his pioneer experience. en
til 1855 l\fr. Huffman was a Democrat, but among 
the first that espoused the Republican principles he 
identified himself with the party and continued to 
support it with his ballot until his death, which 
occurred in 1859. The following year his wife, 
who was a member of the Methodist Episcopal 
Church, was called to her final rest. They led 
quiet yet useful lives, and reared a family of eleven 
children who became respected and valued mem
bers of the community in which they made their 
homes. Barbara A., the eldest of the nine who 
grew to mature years, married Moses Stanley, now 
deceased, and resides at Unionville, Iowa; James 
1.\f., is a hotel-keeper in Montana; Samuel served 
in the Second Iowa Infantry, was wounded at Ft. 
Donelson, and after his return died from a colrl; 
George W. is a fruit-grower of California; Hiatt 
is the next younger; Mrs. Mary E. Bishop is said 
to have been the fi~st white girl born in Van Buren 
County; Capt. John W., who is now engaged in 
mining in Custer City, Idaho, served in the late 
war, was tak.en prisonet· at l\clissionary Ridge and 
incarcerated in the Libby prison; Fred B., is fol
lowed by Robert, the youngest, who served in the 
Fifth Iowa Infantry, was also captured at Mission
ary Rid~e, and dierl in Andersonville prison. 

We now come to the personal history of ou·r 
subject who was reared as a farmer lad, acquiring 
his education in the pioneer schools of that day, 
and at the age of eighteen years began life for him
self. Those who sought homes on a frontier were 
usually not in very prosperous circumstancPs, and 
could give' their children little assistance. So it 
was with Mr. Huffman, who from the time 
he left the parental roof was dependent upon 
his own exertions. On the 19th of February, 
1877, having chosen Miss Vitula R. Goodall as a 
helpmate on life's journey, he led her to the mar
riage altar. She wns born in Van Buren County, 

, August 11, 1838, her father being William Good-
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1880 United States Federal Census 
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Idiotic or insane: " . 

Household Name 
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Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2010. t88o U.S. Census Index provjded by 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints© Copyright 1999 
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rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National Archives, Washington, 
D.C. 
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This database is an index to 50 million indhiduals enumerated in the t88o United States Federal 
Census. Census takers recorded many details including each person's name, address, occupation, 
relationship to the head of household, race, sex, age at last birthday, marital status, place of birth, 
parents' pla<.."E' of birth. Additionally, the names of those listed on the population schedule are 
linked to ac_-tual images of the 1880 Federal Census. Learn more ... 

Contact Us: 1-BOD-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Slog Affiliates Advertising 

© 1997-2010 Ancestry .com Corporate Information PRIVACY POliCY Terms and Conditions 
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~ancestry> 
You searched for L. F. Summers in Iowa 

1900 United States Federal Census 

Name: LFSummers 

Home in 1900: Jackson, Van Buren, Iowa 

Age: 50 

Birth, Date: Aug1849 

Birth~lace: Missouri 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

Relationship to Head 
Head of House: 

Father's Virginia 
Birthplace: 

Mother's Illinois 
Birthplace: 

Spouse's name: Annjenett 

Marriage Year: 1876 

Marital Status: Married 

Years Married: 24 

Occupation: 

Neighbors: 

Household Name 
Members: LFSummers 

Annjenett Summers 

Kattie Summers 

1m'!LT Summers 

Jessie B Harbin 

Ova A Harbin 

Souree Citation: Year: 1900; Census Place: Jackson, Van Buren, Iowa; Roll 
T623_462; Page: 9B; Enumeration District: gS. 

Ancestry.com. 1900 United States Federul Census [database on-line]. 
Provo, UT, USA: Ancestry.oom Operations Inc, 2004. 
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20 
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States, 1900. Washington, D.C.: National Archives and Records Administration, 1900. T623, 1854 
ro11s. 

Description: 
This database is an index to individuals enumerated in the 1900 United States Federal Census, 
the Twelfth Census of the United States. ('..ensus takers recorded many details including each 
pernon's name, address, relationship to the head of household, color or race, sex, month and year 
of birth, age at last birthday, marital status, number of years married, the totat number of 
children OOrn of the mother, the number of those children lhing, birthplace, birthplace of father 
and mother, if the individual was foreign bom, the year of immigration and the number of years 
in the United States, the citizenship status of foreign-born indi\-iduals over age n ... -en~·-one, 
occupation, and more. Additionally, the names of those listed on the population schedule are 
linked to actual images of the 1900 Federal Census. Learn more ... 

Contact Us: 1-80Q-ANCESTRY Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates Advertising 

© 1997-2010 Ancestry.com Corporate Information PRIVACY POUCY Terms and Conditions 

Ancestry.com 
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You searched for L. F. Summers in Iowa 

1910 United States Federal Census 

Contact Us: 1-800-ANCESTRY 

LFSummers 

61 
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Bhthplacc: Missouri 

Horne 

Head 

Birth Virginia 

Illinois 

Nettie 

Jackson, Van Buren, Iowa 

Married 

White 

Male 

Yi~\y_otheLs Ol!JlllZ-e 

L E S1ll1liJ1~r~ 
Nettie Suwmen; 

Llm'd Snmm~r~; 

Sou:ree Information: 
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Roll 

61 

57 

21 
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