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Earl Neal and a friend ride in a 1905 Cadillac down Main Street Powersville. 

(j liost crowns 
As the seven incorporated towns of Floyd 

County grew into the communities they have be­
come today, several smaller, unincorporated vil­
lages came and went. 

While they could be considered ghost towns, 
many of the areas in which the towns sat still 
retain their identity from the stores, post offices 
and houses that once existed and, in some cases, 
still stand there. 

With the exception of Ernie (Floyd 's Crossing), 
which is described in the section on the town of 
Floyd, here 's a look at some of the towns of years 
past. 

Howard ville 
Howardville was a stage coach stop in Section 

26 of Cedar Township . Two Howard brothers and 
1 uncle were the first settlers in 1852. They named 

_te area Howard's Woods . 
A letter written by Fred Hammer gave some 

early information that the first Sunday School was 
held in the home of Elbert Howard in 1854. 

Howardville, as it was later renamed , would 

20 Past Harvests: A History of Floyd County to 1996 

later grow to include a general store, post office 
and a blacksmith shop. 

Powersville 
In 1867, Phinas Powers, a native of Canada, 

arrived in Floyd County and purchased 160 acres 
of land in the Pleasant Grove Township . 

He built a house the following year and, around 
1883, added a small creamery to his young settle­
ment , which he had named after himself: 
Powersville. 

The creamery was located near Powers' house 
and used horse power to churn the butter. He later 
moved it to the east end and enlarged it . 

Powers also put a stock of goods and a post 
office in one section of his house. Once a week, he 
would take the mail to Nashua along with a load 
of butter. 

Within a few years, Powers outgrew his home 
and built a new store with accomodations for a 
post office . By this time, there was also a meat 
market run by Pete Miller. 

The creamery then burned down, and Powers 
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replaced it with a larger one. He also built a black 
smith shop that would later burned down twice. 

In 1894, the Methodist Church was built in 
Powersville. The Modern Woodmen of America 
built their hall shortly afterwards, and from time 
to time, houses were built on the south side of the 
road . Eventually, there were 10 families in Powers 
ville. 

Around 1916, the hall burned down, and shortly 
thereafter, the store met the same fate . It was 
rebuilt, but due to the lack of business, the post 
office was discontinued. 

Lithograph City 
Once a speculator's dream, the former town in 

northern Floyd County known as Lithograph City 
is now just pretty pasture land accented by trees, 
slopes and a meandering stream. 

Two rows of trees mark the former Main Street 
of the town, which was located seven miles north­
west of Floyd and about three and a half miles 
southwest of Orchard. 

Sidewalks that lead to nowhere and a monu­
ment of fine limestone stand as proof that this 
pasture land was once a vibrant community. 

Credited with founding the small settlement 
was a Rockford geologist named Clement L. 
Webster, who had been courting a girl who lived 
on a farm north of Floyd. 

One day, while they were strolling across the 
countryside, Webster noticed an unusual outcrop­
ping of rock . It was a fine texture limestone which 
he recognized as ideal for lithograph work . 

Webster then organized the Interstate Invest­
ment and Improvement Company and was elected 
the organization's first president. Land was ac­
quired, and Lithograph City was platted June 10, 
1905. 

By April of 1913, two houses had been erected, 
and $50,000 worth of machinery had been ordered 
for processing the rock . Lithograph stone was to 
be the prime product, but Webster expected by the 
end of the summer to have rock crushing machin­
ery operating and providing crushed rock, cement 
and fertilizer as by-products . 

By 1914, Lithograph City had grown to include 
15 houses, a hotel, blacksmith shop, stone-polish­
ing plant, museum, lumberyard, general store and 
a dance hall. 

Within two years, a town newspaper call the 
Lithograph City Enterprise began publication, and a 
post office opened the following year. 

The rosy prospects of the town, which had be­
come known as Devonia and continued as such at 
least through 1961, did not last long, however . 

Although the limestone was good and often 
better than the stone imported from Bavaria, art-

ists refused to work on the domestic product. By 
the time the artisans could be sold on its quality, 
zinc, copper and lead began replacing the old 
lithographic method. 

In addition to the loss of markets, the directors 
and stockholders of the Interstate Investment and 
Improvement Company were divided by discord . 
Litigation brought the company operation to a 
halt. 

One by one, the houses in Devonia were moved 
from their foundations. Boarded up, the one re­
maining house finally succumbed to the winds 
and weather and collapsed into its basement. Trees 
and shrubs matured in the other basements. 

Today, there are only sidewalks that go no­
where and a monument, intended to be a land­
mark of Lithograph City, has become more like a 
gravestone for a speculator's dream. 

Niles 
Still referred to as Niles Corner, the four-way 

intersection of Floyd County roads T -64 and T -66 
five miles northeast of Charles City was once home 
to the little village of Niles . 

Named for its first settler, the town was origi­
nally known as Platt's Corner. A farmer, F. M. 
Platt, carne from New York state in 1855 and pur­
chased land in Section 17. 

On March 16, 1858, Joseph Beckwith sold a 
parcel of land for the sum of $10 to Niles Town­
ship and Floyd County to become School No. I of 
Niles Township. This was located one mile east of 
Platt's Corner. The school building was built and 
church services were also held there, until the 
Niles Congregational Church was officially orga­
nized in 1893 and built one and one-half miles 
north. 

A sorghum mill was located on the southwest 
corner of the intersection of Niles and directly 
south of the mill a creamery was built. In March oJ 
1887, the Niles Creamery Association was orga· 
nized but was later sold to John Brunner, whc 
lived with his family above the creamery . 

In 1904, John's brother, Frank Brunner, bough 
a part interest in it, and he and his family livec 
there until moving to the new town of Colwell ii 
1917. The creamery was relocated there as well. 

The corner's first general merchandise store 
which also had living quarters, was owned anc 
operated by Herbert B. Waters. Some time afte 
1881, a post office was located in this store as wei 
and Waters served as its postmaster. 

In 1891, the strip of land and store were sold t 
John Calvin Bonsall, who also a postmaster. Th 
town was renamed Nilesville in 1898, and the po~ 
office continued until Oct. 15, 1902. 

A second general store was owned and ope 

Floyd County i 
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No comments have been addecl yet. 
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Name, Residence, Maniage, Arrival 
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1880 United States Federal Census- Ancestry.com 
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Return to Phineas H Powers 

Children { 4) 
Lycla Marla Powers 

Leonard Johial Powers 

CaMn Hiram Powers 
Claro Powezs 

8: 1870 
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Compare With Your Tree 

Phineas H Powers 

B: MAR 1840 in La Chute, Quebec, canada 
D: 13 MAR 1910 in Modoc Co, CA 

Ophelia Cramer 8:15 DEC 1849 in Rock, Rock, Wisconsin, United States 

Name: Phineas Powers 

Home in 1880: Pleasant Grove, Floyd, Iowa 

Age: 40 

Estimated Birth abt 1840 
Year: 

Birthplace: Canada 

Relation to Head Self (Head) 
of Household: 

Spouse's Name: Oplelia Powers 

Father's Canada 
birthplace: 

Mother's Canada 
birthplace: 

Neighbors: View others on gage 

Occupation: Farming 

Marital Status: Married 

Race: White 

Gender: Male 

7annot read wnte: 

Blind: View image 
Deaf and dumb: 

ocmet,fiae 1sa e : 
Idiotic or 

msane: 
Household Name 
Members: Phineas Powers 

Oglel ia Powers 
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Leonard Powers 
Calvin Powers 
Isabell Cole 
Hugh Mcmann 

Age 

40 
31 
10 
6 
1 
20 
23 

Source Citation: Year: 1880; Census Place; Pleasant Grove, Floyd, Iowa; Roll: 340; 
Family History Film: 1254340; Page: 280A; Enumeration District: 215; Image: 0163. 

Ancestry .com and The Church of Jesus Chnst of Latter·day Saints. 
1880 United States Federal Census (database on-line). Provo, UT, 
USA: Ancestry.com OperatiOns Inc, 2010. 1880 U.S. Census Index 
provided by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter· day Saints © 
Copyright 1999 Intellectual Reserve, Inc. All rights reserved. All 
use 1s subject to the limited use license and other terms and 
conditions applicable to this site. 

Original data: Tenth Census of the United States, 1880. (NARA microfilm publication 
T9, 1,454 rolls). Records of the Bureau of the Census, Record Group 29. National 
Archives, Washington, D.C. 

Description: 
This database is an index to 50 million .ndividuals enumerated in the 1880 United 
States Federal Census. Census takers recorded many details including each person's 
name, address, occupation, relationship to the head of household, race, sex, age at 
last birthday, marital status, place of birth, parents' place of btrth. Additionally, the 

Parents 
Orlando PowetS 
1804-1877 

Lydia Hutcllins 
1805-1854 
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Name: PH Powers 

Birth Year: abt 1840 

Biti h Place: Canada 

Gender: Male 

Marital Status: Married 

Census Date: 1885 

Residence State: Iowa 

Residence County: Floyd 

Locality: Pleasant Grove 

Roll : IA1885_ 186 

Line: 7 

Family Number: 118 

Neighbors: View others on Qage 

Household Name Age 
Members: PH Powers 45 

0Qhelia Powers 35 

Lydia M Powers 35 

Leonnard Powers 12 

Cahin H Powers 6 

Clain Powers 2 

Emma Hartshorn 24 

Source Infor mation: 
Ancestry.com. Iowa State Census Collech·on. 1836-1925 [database on-line). Prm·o, UT. USA: 
Ancestry.com Operations Inc, 2007. 
Original data: Microfilm of Iowa State Censuses. 1856. 1885, 1895, 1905, 1915, 1925 as well various 
special censuses from 1836-1897 obtained from the State Histo rical Society of Iowa via Heritage 
Quesl. 

Description: 
This database contains Iowa state censuses for the following years: 1856, t88s, 1895, 1905, 1915, 
and 1925. It also includes some head of household censuses and other special censuses from t836· 
1897· lnfonnation available for an individual will vaT): according to the census year and the 
information reque~-ted on the:> census form. Some of the information containeci in this database 
though includt>s: name, age, genrlrr. race, birthplace, marital status. and place of enumeration. 
lga_m__ITIQJJ'= 

Ancestry.com Blog Affiliates G1ft Memberships 

Corporate Information Careers PRIVACY POllCY Terms and Conditions 

Ancestry .com 
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Phineas H. Powers (1840- 1915)- Find A Grave Memorial 

r1No A GRAv~:: 

Actions 
Begin New Search 

Refine Last Search 
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• Find A Grave 

Top Contributors 

Success Stories 
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Advertisement 
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